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willitsweekly@gmail.com Chamber Of commerce

Willits Fire Chief Eric
Alvarez gave a regular
update to the Willits City
Council at their regular
September 9 meeting,
starting by saying he was
happy to be there.

“Around the firehouse,
we're kind of gearing up
for the Harvest Moon
celebration coming
up October 3, and our
haunted firehouse,” the
chief said. “We have a
little kids" section and a
scary adult section. It's a
big hit, so we’re looking
forward to doing that for the
community.”

Little Lake Fire
Department is also finishing
up their state-mandated
inspections. “The hotels,
motels, and schools have
been completed,” Alvarez
said. “So we are starting on
the apartment complexes.”
Some of the inspections the
state requires must be done
every year. “We continue
to provide EMTs for the
high school and youth
football games, and we're
also going to have a booth
at this Harvest Moon for
recruitment of volunteers.

“Talking with the 22 fire
agencies in the county,”
Chief Alvarez  reported,
volunteering has gone done
at the fire departments and

Read the rest of I

Chief
Over on Page 11

H1ghway 162
Eel River
Bridge project
update

Posted by Caltrans
District 1

September 14 -
Construction continues
on the Eel River Bridge
Replacement Project on
Highway 162, east of
Longvale in Mendocino
County. With the bridge’s
concrete structure
complete, crews will begin
removing falsework and
installing concrete barriers
and pedestrian railings.
Additional work includes
the north and south bridge
approaches, roadway
grading, and paving. Traffic
is expected to shift onto the
new bridge before the end
of the year.

The new structure will
replace the existing Eel
River Bridge, which was
built in 1938, and will have
wider shoulders along the
bridge deck and roadway
approaches to improve
safety and accessibility for
bicyclists and pedestrians.

Motorists should expect
10-minute delays, 24 hours
a day.

Ghilotti Construction
Company is the contractor
for the $17 million project,
which is scheduled for
completion in fall 2027.

As a whole, State Route

162 starts at US-101
Read the rest of_
Bridge

Over on Page 4

Above, from left: Troy James, left, stands with Chris Baldo, both integral members of the Roots of Motive Power organization. The
barbecue offered tri tip, pork, macaroni and tomato salads, and a roll (and beans, not pictured). Antique farm equipment at the Roots
yard ranges from “restored” to “waiting-to-be-restored.” Below: Wendy Wilmes holds up two home-grown tomatoes that were from a
giant box, that she donated to the silent auction, grown at the Willits and Covelo Baldo-Wilmes farms.

b |
Photos by

Maureen
Jennison

At left: Maggle
marvels at the reveal
of her name, printed
on paper from the
carved and inked
block on the table.
Below, from left:
Holly Kimball holds
up a commemorative
Roots T-shirt. This
fine carving was left
on the table for others
to appreciate. Ticket
booth volunteers
smile for the camera
including, from left:
Thyri Hammang, Jade
Frankum-Hammang,
and Jeannie Sherber.

Wekend at Roots

Annual Steam Up Festival offers fun,

food and a chance to touch history

The whistles from the Roots of Motive Power yard could be heard

Maureen Jennison across town over the week_end when the

IG,aph,cs&Phomg,aphmss volunteers invited the public to come to

wilitsweekly@gmail.com their 44th annual Steam Up event, and
enjoy a close look at antique machinery.

Along with free train rides, demonstrations, small engine displays,
and open access to explore the yard, attendees were also welcome

to purchase tickets
to the barbecue, Read the rest of

and to bid on ROOtSI Over on page 7

Above, left: Chugging around the tracks on the Roots Loop gives a unique view for passengers. Above, right: Chad Johnson, studio
director and instructor at the San Francisco Center for the Book, rolls ink onto one of the pre-cut blocks, readying it for a print. Below,
from left: While train rides and wandering the yard to see the equipment are free experiences, donations are always gratefully accepted
at the ticket booth. Roots dudes take a quick moment to smile for a photo on the back of The Best, including, from left: Troy James, Joe
Smith, and Jimmy Booth. “The Vitruvian Maggie.” The Keystone Driller was set up and demonstrating its well-digging capabilities. At
bottom, from left: Roots’ Loren Bryon and Jerry Moore check valves and equipment out in the yard. Two generations enjoyed looking at
the small engine display at the Rec Grove. Roots volunteer Dave Sherber smiles in the passenger car.

B

Note: this is the quarter-
ly report from the Willits
Chamber of Commerce and
its new board of directors,
presented to the Willits City
Council at the September
9 meeting: “Organizational
Updates, Business Devel-
opment, and Community
Engagement.”

The Willits Chamber of
Commerce is entering a
new chapter with renewed
energy, strong leader-
ship, and a commitment
to strengthening the eco-
nomic and social vitality of
our community. Through
business support, tourism
promotion, workforce de-
velopment, and community
engagement, the Chamber
is working hard to serve as
a connector, advocate, and
partner in helping Willits re-
main a vibrant place to live,
work, visit, and invest.

Guided by the values of
inclusion, communication,
transparency,  collabora-
tion, leadership, and eco-
nomic growth, the Cham-
ber wants to ensure that
members, residents, busi-
nesses, and visitors feel
informed, engaged, and
valued. By bringing people
together, uniting our busi-
ness community, encourag-
ing collaboration, we strive
to create opportunities that
enhance the quality of life

Read the rest of I

Chamber
Over on Page 11

‘Turning a
corner’ on
Lucas Fire

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The Lucas Fire remained
at 35 percent containment
Tuesday, since the first
CAL FIRE status report
of the day. The footprint
of the fire, located was
kept at 4,128 acres on
Monday and Tuesday.
The Lucas Fire is burning
along the Mendocino
and Lake county line, out
by Bachelor Valley and
Elk Mountain Road, and
southeast of Potter Valley.
CAL FIRE Sonoma-Lake-
Napa Unit is in command
of the fire response, which
had prompted evacuation
warnings and orders in
both counties.

At a community meeting
full of residents Sunday
afternoon, CAL  FIRE
officials said they were
“turning the corner” on
battling the Lucas Fire On
Monday afternoon, the
Mendocino County Sheriffs
Office gave the “all clear”
for Lucas fire evacuations
in  Mendocino  County:
“All Clear for Lucas Fire
Wildfire, ~ MEN-2UKV28,
MEN-2POT08-A area, all
evacuation warnings and
orders have been lifted,
it is now safe to return.
Use caution as crews may
still be in the area. MEN-

Read the rest of
Lucas

Over on Page 11



What
do YOU
think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank
you letters from our readers

Data centers
To the Editor:

| recently read about the 45-day hold on data centers in
Mendocino County. | was pleased that there is concern but
horrified to see that it is only 45 days. In the “Mendocino
Voice,” a recent column suggested that the 45 days will
give the county time for a careful study, evaluation, and
planning for a successful transition to a high-tech future.

Apparently, this writer hasn’t followed the attempts to study,
evaluate and plan for a successful evolution of a crop that
we have been trying to harness for decades. | beg the
supervisors to think seriously and deeply about wandering
down a slippery path that threatens this county’s resources
in favor of tech billionaires.

Dee Mullen, Covelo

Wonderful Willits
To the Editor:

I'd like to share with you our recent experience in your
town. We were traveling up to Oregon on a vacation and
had booked a night at Mendocino Redwoods RV Resort
for a night's rest. Upon leaving Saturday morning, we
noticed smoke coming from our motorhome’s exhaust.
We drove into town and stopped at the O'Reilly Auto Parts
store. | explained our issue, and Jay came outside to take
alook. He immediately said it was a blown head gasket. |
asked if he knew anyone who could help us with it, and he
immediately called his friend, another Jay, at South Main
Auto. He said to come on over, and luckily his business
was basically next door.

Jay looked it over and agreed that it was a blown head
gasket and made several suggestions of what our options
were. We initially planned to have it towed home and fixed
there and made arrangements via Jay to have Chris at
One Lane Towing do the job the next day. Jay said we
could park in his lot overnight and even gave us the gate
combination so we could come and go.

Later that afternoon, we met Ross, who owns a towing
company and shares property with Jay. He had heard of
our troubles and had some other ideas he shared with us.
His nephew Reese stopped by, and we all talked over our
situation. Reese suggested we have the repair made here
in town instead of spending the hefty sum towing it home.
He got on the phone and networked and found that Chris at
Nor Crawl would do the work for us. Chris agreed to meet
us at 8 am Sunday morning to go over the details. We let
Chris at One Lane Towing know of our plans to repair in
town, and | think he was probably relieved he didn't have to
make that long tow.

It had been a long, stressful day, and we needed a good
meal. Ross recommended The Broiler over at Redwood
Valley. We took his suggestion and had a wonderful meal.
Everyone there was so nice. It was a good way to end the
day.

We met with Chris at 8 am and took care of business. He
had some customers ahead of us but said he’d be able
to start the work next week. We decided to leave the RV
and pack our tow vehicle and go back home to wait. Jay
agreed to let us park the RV in his lot until Chris was ready
to start work.

We just wanted to let you and your readers know how all
of these folks turned a really bad situation around with their
kindness and willingness to help complete strangers. This
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all happened on a weekend — a time when others wouldn’t
be available, much less so willing to spend the time to find
solutions. We are so appreciative to these folks — they
really showed how amazing a small community is. Believe
me, we're from a city of over 300K and kind acts like this

are few and far between.

We also wanted to give a shout out to Taqueria Bravo. We
enjoyed a delicious lunch there on Saturday. Keep up the
good work guys, we'll be back when we return to pick up

the RV.

We hope that you might be able to publish my letter so that
all of these fine folks know that their kindness was deeply

appreciated.
With sincere gratitude to these folks in Willits.

Sherri and Orrin Anderson, Riverside, California

Editor’s Note: Willits Weekly has made an exception to our
Letters Policy which says we print letters only from Third
District residents, to bring you this lovely story written by

travelers through our town.

Sober Grad board seeks new

members
To the Editor:

To the Willits community: Willits Sober Grad is planning
ahead for a leadership transition. At the conclusion of
the 2026 - 2027 grad cycle, three of our long-time board
members, our President, Vice President, and Secretary,
will be stepping down. We are reaching out now, early, to

find the people who will carry this work forward.

Willits Sober Grad is an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) whose
mission is to provide a safe and sober party for seniors

to attend after graduation. The first Sober Grad party

Willits was held for the Class of 1986, and for the past 40
years it has remained a valued tradition in our community.

Willits Sober Grad exists because people like you believe
in what we do, and show your support year after year
through your donations, supporting our fundraisers, or
volunteering at the party. It is a community effort, and we

do what we do because we believe it saves lives.

The good news is that all three outgoing board members
are committed to seeing this year’s event through, which
gives us a real window to bring in new leadership. We
are looking to fill three open officer positions, President,
Vice President, and Secretary, beginning with the 2027
- 2028 cycle. New volunteers are warmly invited to join
now and shadow the outgoing officers throughout this
year’s planning and event, so the transition is smooth and

nothing is lost along the way.

If you are passionate about keeping this tradition alive
for Willits’ graduating seniors and would like to learn
more about any of these roles, please reach out to Carrie
Lambert, Secretary; carrie.wsg@gmail.com, (707) 671-

6173. With gratitude,

Willits Sober Grad Board of Directors

in

Local candidates forum set

for September 20
Submitted by the Little Lake Grange

A Candidates Forum will be held on Sunday,
September 20, covering local races for Mendocino
County 3rd District Board of Supervisor, the Willits
Unified School District Board, and the Willits City
Council. The Forum is from 2 to 4 pm at the Little
Lake Grange, on School and Pine streets in Willits.

All of these races will be on the November 3,
2026 General Election ballot — along with races
for Governor, 1st District Congressmember, other
county-wide offices, and 14 state Propositions.
Ballots will be mailed to voters on October 5.

The local races featured at the Forum are:

3rd District County Supervisor — a run-off between
Buffey Wright Bourassa and Eric Hart to replace John
Haschak - starting just after 2 pm.

WUSD Board - four candidates vying for three
seats on the board: Nicole Karker, Jeanne King,
Paula Nunez, and Mason Neil Rescina — starting
about 2:45 pm.

Willits City Council — two candidates, Robin Leler
and Sherrie Ebyam, running uncontested for two
seats on the Council — will introduce themselves
starting about 3:35 pm. (Incumbents Larry Stranske
and Bruce Burton are not running for reelection.)

For each of these local races, candidates will have
equal time to introduce themselves and answer
questions, including some prepared by the sponsors
and some submitted by audience members, time
permitting.

The Forum will also have information available
regarding other important items on the November 3
ballot, including the 14 state-wide propositions.

Co-sponsors of the non-partisan Forum include:
Litle Lake Grange, League of Women Voters of
Mendocino County, Mendocino Women’s Political
Coalition, and Willits Economic Localization. Forum
moderator will be Denise Jessie.

Members of Willits Community Television plan to
produce a video of the Candidates Forum to upload
to WCT’s Youtube channel at www.youtube.com/@
WillitsCommunity TV/ after the forum.

Senior Center menu

for the week

Willits Senior Center is serving lunch in its indoor
dining room, Monday through Friday, from 11:45
am to 1 pm. To-go lunches are available from 12 to
12:45 pm, in front of the main desk, 1501 Baechtel
Road. Due to increasing food costs, dine-in and to-
go meals are now $9.

Thursday, September 17: Ground Beef Burrito
Friday, September 18: Lasagna w/Meat Sauce
Monday, September 21: Open Faced Chili Burger

Tuesday, September 22: County-Fried Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes, Country Gravy

Wednesday, September 23: Meatloaf w/Sides
Thursday, September 24: Fish Sticks & Rice Pilaf

Friday, September 25: Turkey, Stuffing, Gravy,
Veggies, Roll

Activities: Bingo on Friday nights, 5 to 7 pm.
Exercise class weekday mornings from 9 to 10 am.

Meals on Wheels: The Senior Center Meals on
Wheels program delivers lunch Monday through
Friday, excepting holidays. To sign up call Joliana at
459-6826, who can help fill out the application form.
Call 459-6826 the day before needed to schedule
home meal delivery. Delivered throughout Willits.

Transportation for seniors: Call 459-5556 to
schedule. Pick up and drop off for grocery shopping,
banking, doctors’ appointments. Senior Center Thrift
Shop: 459-2176

Harvest Celebration at the

Grange, October 4
Submitted by Little Lake Grange, WELL

WELL and the Little Lake Grange will host a Harvest
Celebration gathering to celebrate the end of summer
and the bounty of this year’s harvest, on Sunday,
October 4, 1 to 4 pm at the Grange. We will have
reports from the action groups that grew out of the
Town Hall meetings on Food Security at the Grange
over the past year. Many have continued working on
key areas to strengthen our local food capacity and
ability to provide food to our Willits community. Find
out about these and how you can participate! Reports
will be near the beginning of the event, so don’t be
late.

In addition to information from the action groups, the
Harvest Celebration will include entertainment, kid-
friendly crafts, and food processing demonstrations.
At this point, we have lined up apple pressing with
apple juice available to take home, bring a jar or
purchase one for a donation; acorn processing
demonstration; seed saving including how to clean
and store seeds for next year - with seeds to take
home; winnowing grains demonstration; a Grange
garden tour; pumpkin painting; corn doll making; and
more in the works.

Bring your extra harvest abundance to share with
neighbors and the Food Bank. Bring seeds to clean
and share!

The event is free of charge; however donation
jars will be aplenty and are very appreciated. The
monies collected will go to support the efforts of the
presenters, the Grange and WELL.

We look forward to sharing the abundance of the
season and the wisdom held among our people with
you on October 4, Sunday afternoon, from 1 to 4 pm,
at the Grange Hall, 291 School Street.

Web: wwwwillitsweekly.com

QUESTIONS: 707-459-2633 | 707-972-7047

Facebook: www facebook com/willitsweekly Email: w

illitsweekly @gmail com

---------------------_-
| Jine & COIOT activities [ z C"““ B P e
gpossible e c =
OV ~
: share. & reel g
‘ H ’ ‘ { VY 5 ]
supportgood 2.2<
I e e 1 DrsCDﬂtrlbUtﬂrﬂo rn..ml H—'\ppl‘hr Sgmiall com
I Imkmg
I A Nostalgic & Modem Record of Community and Life in Willits news aperﬁlb nee T
| SUBSCRIPTION FORM iz years ~ §Or0PNZAONS ooy calendar 1o
I NAME: - - - _ _ -
I ADDRESS:
I PHONE: EMAIL:
I In the mail: [J1year-s5120 [ Additional donation included §
Home delivery: 1 year - 575 [Home Delivery only available in Willits, Brookirails & Iocal areas)
I (call for details)
I Make checks payable to Willits Weekly | Mo inveice sent — please just send in payment | P.O. Box 1658 in Willits, CA 95490
[

Pg. 2

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Willits Weekly | September 17, 2026

Above, from left: These three attendees just could not keep from dancing to the music of Indiana Slim
and the Kingsnakes. Craig Benson of Eureka, even after 20 holes, enjoyed dancing to the music of the
Cosmic Family Band. Scott and Mary Jane kept dancing throughout the evening to the energetic tunes.
Below: The Kingsnakes had a horn section that added even more flair and energy to their numbers. At
right: Indiana Slim and the Kingsnakes kept the people dancing with some rocking New Orleans music.

7th Open Shindig

Disc golf players from around the country groove
with locals at the tournament party

Last Saturday evening at the Brooktrails
Golf Course, disc golf players from all over
the country got together with some Willits
locals and had a party with live music, plenty
of food choices, and a “closest to the pin”
contest in the dark.
As the professional
players in the T7th
annual Brooktrails
Open tournament were finishing up their
second round, throwing for the final hole,
players who had already completed their
rounds brought chairs and made up a
gallery, cheering on their competitors as
the light faded and the music heated up.
There was a feeling of comradery born of a
common experience, as earnest competitors
sat together and recounted the rounds of the
day. There was a great energy with much
laughter and dancing.

“It's been a great weekend,” said Kimberly
Herron, who with her husband, Alex,
manages the Brooktrails Golf Course. “It's
great for the community. The concert is for
our players this weekend. This is a thank

Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

IMathew Caine

you for allowing us to do this for them. It's
for the community too, just a fun hangout. It
increases our visibility with the community,
as well as California. Let's let more people
know we are here and what we have to offer!
We have Cosmic Family Band, Indiana Slim
and the King Snakes, and Blue Luke playing
tonight. It's a fun, great vibe evening.”

The pro shop and the Back Nine Bistro
were doing great business, with hamburgers,
hot dogs, fries, and beer flying out the door of
the packed building. In addition to the bistro,
Ramirez Taco Truck had a stand set up, as
did a slushie truck, and Flying Dog Pizza, so
no one had to go hungry as they listened and
danced to the three spirited music groups.

Da Grand Pooba, who arranged for the
music, and has done so for other evenings
at the golf course, mused: “We started with
a Saturday program, doing some music on
the weekends, in front of the pro shop. It

Read the resF of . Over on pade 9
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SPARETIME

—GARDEN CENTER—

NOW
AVAILABLE

REVOLUTIONARY
PLANT lMSTlMUl,ANT

Protectlon from *
inevifable sfress

Improves plant/
suryival -

- ps 9 fn. -
Works withiyour favonte
fertilizer

Lusher, fuller plant ;
growth =

(707) 459-6791

208 E. San Francisco Ave.
sparetimegardencenter.com

Mon-Sat 9am-5:30 pm
Sunday CLOSED

COUGAR’ s' CLOSET II
MINI-STORAGE

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

12™ Month FREE!

WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

Above, left: Blue Luke capped off the evening with

his deft playing of classical and original blues guitar
numbers. Above, right: The Cosmic Family Band was

a conglomerate of regular players and musicians from
several other bands. At right: Richard “Tootreese” Jeske
played marimbas during the Cosmic Family Band set.
Below, left: There were games — some involving throwing
discs - to keep the young ones busy and amused. Below,
right: Event organizer and Brooktrails Open director
Joseph Haggard finished his round and came to enjoy
the music and to set up a nighttime “closest to the hole”

Photos by Mathew Caine

Lic# 679517

24900 N. HWY 101
IN WILLITS

Friday September 25, 2026
5:00 pw - 6:30 pm
$40 Dirrer for 3

1/2 BBQ Chicken
Cole Slaw * Rice Pilaf * Rolls * Brownies

Pre-Sale Tickets Only

Available at the Senior Center
Dellvery Fee $5

Call Senior Center to Arrrange Delivery

| ¥y 1501 Baechtel Road
707-459-6826
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Willits Weekly’s

Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW TO
SUDOKU

Sudoku  puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number
can appear only once in
each row, column and
box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric  clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

DAY AT THE PARK WORD EARCH
S R E L A X A TTI ONUI KWWY E D B D N
P G P F P G X L H K Y M G P F G O S W M
G S M AR CEEALUPEF I L DL I W S
N A P F R I E S P B I M S C C S DB X P
I T H E S K Y S L LY KNOWUSYTTI CO
K F T U S C€C X E EI 0 S HM G EGK A R
I K R S E H CNEDBF FMUPMANUOTIULT
H E S F W W G T M S R X W UYL MNP S
L T E I X N A I YY DL A ANVEIULY G S U
B S UD K U R FDAMWX B I G E X UL X
A C 0 0I E DI X W TY Y TNMWNSX P
F D B XY S E N S HR S MY NULU HIULL S
K Y A I S Y NRFTEWIRXODBTI I P A F C
R S U A M C E H G A E P DG MTYTMX
I W I F D W I A H P S R HCS G DI D H
T I R E O LM NL E A TNOI I RUOWU PULIDUP
R N UL KNOW NTGCOYULWDUOGUTCSUZ RYFP
A G F W F H A O WTI VY W UEYTMWTINC
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BENCHES LEISURE SPORTS
BIKING NATURE SUNLIGHT
COMMUNITY PARK SWINGS
FITNESS PATHWAYS TRAIL
FLOWERS PICNIC TREES
GARDEN PLAYGROUND WELLNESS
GRASS RELAXATION WILDLIFE
HIKING SOCIAL YOUTH
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11

15

13

16

17

20

CLUES ACROSS

1. Egyptian bull god

5. Ayoung canine

8. North Carolina university
11.'Oddbod’ actor Tom

13. Midway between
northeast and east

14. A place to shop

15. Mysterious ‘Severance’
family

16. Single Lens Reflex
17. Malaria

18. Informal loan
organizations

20. Twitching

21. Holm oak

22. Willing to consent

25. In an early way

30. Stuck it out

31. Language in Ghana
32. Obtain

33. Ancient Greek currency

38. One point east
(clockwise) of due north

41. Popular baseball movie
43. Group of islands
45. Church building

47. Ancient kingdom
near Dead Sea

49. Late AC/DC frontman
Scott

50. Spiritual leader of a
Jewish congregation

55. Thick piece of something
56. Breakfast food

57. One mole of solute per
kilogram of solvent

59. Ancient Greek City
60. Bitterly regret

61. Don't forget it

62. Dishonorable man
63. Affirmative
64.‘__and flows’

CLUES DOWN
1. Bridge-building degree
2. Expression of sorrow

or pity
3. Lizard species
4. Turkish leader title
5. Away to bother
6. Blank

7. Afine, closely woven
cotton fabric

8. Sports broadcaster lan

9. Popular whodunit board
game

10. Alkali flats mineral
12. Large African antelope

64

14. It's delivered most days
19. Satisfy

23. Water soaked soil

24. Of a past era

25. Chest muscle (slang)
26. Ribonucleic acid

27. Doctor of Education
28. Coffee receptacle

29. Where rockstars work

34. International airport in
Connecticut

35. Russian river

36. It's used to make cabins
37. OJ trial judge Lance

39. A means to persuade
40. Short poem

41. Away to begin
hostilities with

42. Multi-function radar
(abbr.)

44. Joints

45, Blatted

46. Swedish rock group

47. Millisecond

48. __ podrida: Spanish stew
51. Doctors’ group

52. Trunk of a tree

53. Tattle

54. Metrical foot

58. __Angeles

WILLITS POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE LOG

August 31 to September 6
By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

The officers of the Willits Police
Department reported 78 incidents in this
7-day period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests

August 31

7:44 am: Officers conducted a stop in the
300 block of North Main Street and issued
awarning.

1:28 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of South Main Street and
Hazel Street and issued a warning.

1:51 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of West Van Lane and
South Main Street and issued a warning.

4:06 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
East Commercial Street.

7:03 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
East Commercial Street.

9:43 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of South Main Street and
Manor Way and issued a warning.

September 1

7:28 am: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of West Highway 20 and
Coast Street and issued a warning.

8:11 am: Officers conducted a stop in the
300 block of North Main Street and issued
a warning.

12:18 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1500 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

12:23 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1700 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

2:30 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
300 block of Railroad Avenue and issued
awarning.

4:08 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1400 block of South Main Street and
issued a citation.

6:16 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
awarning.

7:04 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 100 block of Muir Lane and issued a
warning.

September 2

12:05 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1700 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

4:06 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
200 block of South Main Street and issued
a citation.

7:24 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

8:37 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
awarning.

The rest of .
Bridge
From page 1

near Longvale in Mendocino
County and - although there’s
an unconstructed gap between
Covelo and Elk Creek — ends
at Foreman Creek Road/
Oro  Quincy Highway in
Butte County. The Western
Segment begins at US-101
near Longvale and ends
at Mendocino Pass Road
east of Covelo. The Eastern
Segment starts again near Elk
Creek and ends at Foreman

Creek  Road/Oro  Quincy
Highway at Brush Creek.
There’s an  Unconstructed

Segment, a 62.9-mile gap
in the route between Covelo
and Elk Creek, which is not
constructed and is instead
maintained by the US Forest
Service as Forest Highway 7.
Highway 162 passes through
areas like Round Valley, a
California Historical Landmark,
and intersects with other major
highways like 1-5 in Willows,
SR 45 from Glenn to Codora,
SR 99 from near Biggs to
near Richvale, and SR 70 in ¥
Oroville.

For more information, visit =
https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans- =
near-me/district-1/d1-
projects/d1-eel-river-bridge-
replacement-mendocino

9:37 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

September 3

10:00 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 200 block of
South Lenore Avenue.

2:13 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.

3:02 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of Baechtel Road and
South Main Street and issued a warning.

3:32 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 500 block of South
Main Street.

8:55 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1300 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

September 4

11:08 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 300 block of Robert
Way.

1:40 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 500 block of
Coast Street.

September 5

10:08 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.

11:40 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 200 block of East Valley
Street.

1:43 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
600 block of Central Street and issued a
warning.

1:49 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 100 block of Barbara Lane and issued
awarning.

1:54 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of Alameda Avenue and
South Main Street and issued a warning.

September 6

1:13 am: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of South Main Street and
Hazel Street and issued a warning.

11:53 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 400 block of
East Commercial Street.

5:11 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
Spruce Street.

5:48 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of South Main Street and
East Commercial Street and issued a
citation.

9:01 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

10:42 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 200 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

Above and below: Photos of the construction this week at the

Eel River Bridge Replacement Project on Highway 162, east of
Longvale. Motorists should expect 10-minute delays, 24 hours
a day.

Photos courtesy Caltrans District 1

A photo of the old Eel River
Bridge, built in 1938.
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Maude is desperate to convince Lionel she owns a genuine Jackson Pollock painting worth millions
and the battle between Lionel and Maude becomes acrimonious and personal. Below, left: Cindi
Mohr plays the hard-tongued Maude, who swears she owns a real Jackson Pollock painting. Below,
right: Steve Marston as the effete art expert Lionel insists the painting is not a genuine Pollock.

o

WCT opens “Bak

.."

ersfield Mist,” a dark

Photos by Mathew Caine

e

and meaningful comedy, on September 18

By Steve Hellman, for WCT

For a fascinating, heartfelt reveal of
what constitutes real value in life, the
dark and meaningful comedy “Bakersfield
Mist” opens at Willits Community Theatre
on Friday, September
18. The play by Stephen
Sachs is loosely based
on the story of a woman
who bought a painting at
a thrift store and came to
believe it was a Jackson
Pollock worth millions of
dollars.

Directed by  Jim
Williams, the production
stars two of WCT's
veterans: Cindi Mohr as
the boozy, hard-tongued
ex-bartender Maude, with
her desperate hope for
riches, and Steve Marston
as Lionel, the effete and
expert art appraiser showing up at Maude’s
trailer with every intention of levelling his
professional judgment.

The action heats up quickly when Lionel
determines to Maude’s horror that her
Pollock is not authentic. What quickly turns
into an acrimonious and very personal battle
between the two ultimately progresses into
something altogether unexpected about
what really constitutes true value in life.

Director Williams says: “The importance
of the play is that these two people, who
are absolute opposites, who never would

THEWILLITS COMMUNITY THEATRE PRESENTS

connect under any circumstances, end up
put together by fate ... for a reason.”

We learn Maude has lost her son in a
car accident, and she yearns for something
of value to relieve her
grief and loss. For all
his  snobbery, Lionel
discovers how value
can be based more on
what an art piece means
to someone than on its
authenticity as an object.

Williams  says  the
play offers a particularly
poignant lesson for our
society today, where two
people of opposites can
come to an understanding
of each other. In the end,
Lionel has to admit to
Maude, “l can see you're
a person of value.”

The play runs September 18 through
October 4, with shows on Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday at 7 pm and Sunday matinees
at 2 pm. Tickets are $25 and available at
www.wctperformingartscenter.org or at the
door. Due to the adult language and sexual
content, the show is not appropriate for
patrons under 17 unless accompanied by
an adult.

Sponsors are NC Financial, KZYX-Z
Radio, Big Fish Construction, The Community
Foundation of Mendocino County, Jerry Drew
Painting, and Julia Morgan Redwood Grove.

The Perfect Start to the Fall Season - Harvest
Moon Celebration in Downtown Willits!

"+ Kick off Fall Festivities on Main Street in Downtown Willits (between
Wood Street & E. Commercial Street) with a Fun & Free Family Event!

il Live Music by Soul Circus
@l Pie Eating Contest - Kemmy’s Pies

@ Games

iJ) Event & Food Vendors &
Much More!

For details visit our website &
follow us on: f

{" VISITWILLITS.COM

L !
ik

Saturday, October 3, 3026

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
. Main St. in Downtown Willits

Starting at Wood St. to
E. Commercial to Humboldt St.

THANK YOU SPONSORS!

- [als] J=[a]

ATW speaker series, ‘Madrone Care Network,’
September 17

Avenues to Wellness presents: “Madrone Care Network: Supporting Families Through
Serious lliness,” on Thursday, September 17, 6 to 7 pm, Willits Center for the Arts. 71 East
Commercial Street. FREE to the public, Wheelchair accessible.

Please join us for a panel discussion from Madrone Care Network, a local palliative care
program. Palliative care is a medical specialty focused on comfort for people living with
serious illness. It is appropriate for any age or stage of the illness. MCN team members
will share how their interdisciplinary staff works with patients, families, and local partners
to improve quality of life and make a meaningful difference for those living with serious
illness.

« Learn the history of MCN, including how referrals work and qualifying diagnoses

* Learn who is on their Interdisciplinary team and how they collaborate

* Hear stories from two outpatient palliative care patients

Founded in Mendocino County in 2019, Madrone Care Network now serves nearly
300 patients across Northern California. Their team of specialty-trained clinicians and
support staff works closely with families and community partners to ensure compassionate
coordinated care.

Avenues to Wellness is a community-based wellness program of the Frank R. Howard
Foundation. They offer a speaker series the third Thursday of the month at the Willits

Center for the Arts. Visit: avenuestowellness.org for an online archive of past events. Call:
456-9676 for more information.

The Team at Madrone Care Network

Madrone Care Network:
Supporting Families
Through Serious lliness

Thurs. Sept. 17, 6-7pm

Please join us for a panel discussion from Madrone
Care Network, a local palliative care program. Palliative
care isa medical specialty focused on comfort for people
living with serious illness. It is appropriate for any age
or stage of the illness. MCN team members will share
how their interdisciplinary staff works with patients,
families, and local partners to improve quality of life
and make a meaningful difference for those living
with serious illness.

Founded in Mendocino County in 2019, Madrone
Care Network now serves nearly 300 patients across
Northern California. Their team of specialty-trained
clinicians and support staff works closely with families
and community partners to ensure compassionate
coordinated care.

e Call 456-9676 for more information.
AVENUES 1o WELLNESS  Erqiil:
YOUR HEALTH MATTERS y

spicetti@howardfoundation.org.
Visit: avenuestowellness.org.

B T

" MILGARD.

Buy more.

Buy 15+ windows

Get $1,000

Buy 10 windows

Get $s600

Buy 5 windows

Get $200

DOOR BOMNUS

Get $350

per V300 or
V400 door

* Kk Kk

DOOR BONUS

Get $750

per Moving
Glass Wall.

Eligible for VX350,
AX450, and AXSS0 only.

* Kk K

Hurry! Promotion is only available on
orders placed Sep 1 - Oct 31,2026

Official rules

d

By MITER Brands™

Claim Your
Promotional Reward in

3 Easy Steps
1)

v

MILGARD

CERTIFIED DEALER

W

@6
2
O

Purchase qualifying products

Buy V400 Tuscany® Series or V300 Trinsic™
Series windows and/or V400 Tuscany,

V300 Trinsic, VX350, AX450, or AXE50 patio
doors frorn September 1 to October 31, 2026,

Register for the promotion

by December 31*, 2026

- Visit milgard.com/promo-registration
« Use promo code FALLZ2026

- Have your Sales Order Number ready

B

NOTE: Your electronic gift card will be sent to the
email address used during registration.

Receive your gift card
You will receive your electronic gift card

approximately 12 weeks after taking dewr}f&g 2 3 %
of your product. %
24 Monroe St. Mon.-Eri
Willits, CA 95490 reale
’ 8 am-5 pm
(707) 459-6163 P
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Evelyn Parks

It is with a heavy heart that we
announce Evelyn Carolinda Silva
Parks passed away July 13, 2026 at

Sunday Services:
10:00 a.m. - Worship
Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

Caine at Microphor until her retirement.

She was preceded in death by her
parents John E. Silva and Frances

Agape ﬁ ( y the age of 91. Born August 8, 1934 to
Bible Church N2 £ John E. Silva and Frances Mello Silva.
290 S. Lenore Ave. N -« 2 . .
Willits, CA 95490 T el Evelyn was a Wilits resident for 61
Where love is first Photos by years. She worked for several yearsin |
and the Bible is central. D e G I f Mathew the school cafeteria and later worked

Above, from left; Player

www.agapebiblechurch.com Above: The Brooktrails

Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-

Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints

eSpiritual Living Courses

Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

Grace Community
Church
Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Worship Service
10 a.m.

For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.

Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish
Confessions on Saturday

https:/ / stanthonywillits.org/

Call for information.

707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship
Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

Sunday Worship at 10:30 am
286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855
wumc@outlook.com

www.willitsumc.org
Facebook: facebook willits umc

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell

(707) 972-2475

april@uillitsweekly.com

Theater

he needs to build a relationship, and in return,

at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, is open to the public
from 9:30 am to 5 pm Tuesday through Friday,

o

heart of gold. He’s 3-months-old+ and weighs 72
pounds.

his own. He’s a truly deserving boy waiting for

Wednesday and Friday, 1to 5 pm and Saturday and

. ISR R AL
RIKRITTER KARNIVAL
o)ty N0

Sunday September. 27, 2026

+« TEMPORARY TATTOOS « BOUNCE HOUSE
» SILENT AUCTION » PETTING Z0O

+ FACE PAINTING & BALLOON ART

+ CUSTOM CORN HOLE BOARD RAFFLE

+ FIRE TRUCK COURTESY OF RVCFD

« BEER & WINE FOR PURCHASE

7 INENUSIC Y- I
l FUR SURE PERKINS FAMILY LAW, PC

Tine Collaborative Law - Mediation - Litigation

it

' =
r i

9700 Uva Drive, Redwood Valley - 707-485-0123 - info@hsimc.org

JCOMMUNITY. APPRECIATION EVENTY

Some of the

event. Above,  EXPENSES.

about distance, direction,

ROOT.SI From page 1

Features Writer

IMathew Caine

R

4:45- 515 p.m. Sweet and gentle, Halo is the calm sidekick 3 - :
Or by appointmet at who would love nothing more than a family to call o - o - : . -
e Above, left: - The rest of in, the cost of just the fuel alone to run the weekend

saintanthonywillits@gmail.com [ -~ someone to see just how special he is. Halo has o % Roots’
We welcome All Walks of Faith | lived with dogs, he’s good on a leash, and enjoys  yotive Power . . o . were used at the weekend’s event alone. Troy
St. Francis car rides. Halo’s adoption fee is fully sponsored, crewstands ~ Silent and live auction items to help fundraise for  So many volunteer hours go into running the Welc":
Episcopal Church | thanks toAlex & Patty McMillen! fogetherfor a anntéal eXpé%nseS tOﬁJO towards the COStSdOf kelep!ng organization, and it's the crew’s sweat and - ran the
1North718/;31; ZSST% Willits The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino is guringpthe gputi (ran gﬁtr ,Ti?sweea?s gzr;tve\lllhné?g «'Icl: thrgp ;(;Ing hopefully not blood, but maybe some tears — which roller,
Sunday Service - 10 a.m. located at 9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley. annual Roots ?$F2)0 000 ¥e d at th t to hel gth truly are the heartbeat of the group, and keep things using
In-person and on Zoom Feel free to visit us, no appointments needed on  Steam Up of 920,000 was raised at the event fo help with — running smoothly at the yard. itas a

“The crew always does an amazing job running the

grant from Alison and Eric Glassey Fund

Submitted by Willits Daily Bread

Willits Daily Bread is deeply honored to receive
a $10,000 memorial grant from the Alison and
Eric Glassey Fund, a donor advised fund with the
Community Foundation of Mendocino County. This
meaningful gift was made in memory of Alison

honoring Alison’s legacy of compassion. “We are
profoundly grateful to Eric Glassey and the Glassey
family for choosing to celebrate Alison’s life in a way
that directly helps those most in need,” said Willits
Daily Bread staff. “This memorial gift strengthens our
mission to feed the hungry and provide a welcoming
place for anyone seeking a hot meal.”

Willits Daily Bread serves meals Monday through
Thursday from 4:30 to 5:3 pm, offering a warm, reliable
source of nourishment for individuals and families
experiencing food insecurity. The soup kitchen relies

on community support to keep its doors open, and
contributions like this memorial grant help cover the
cost of fresh ingredients, kitchen supplies, and the
daily essentials needed to serve hundreds of meals
each month.

empowers donors to create lasting, meaningful
impact in our community. We are especially grateful
to the Foundation for helping us secure a replacement
refrigerator when ours unexpectedly failed — an
essential piece of equipment that keeps our meal
program running smoothly.

Community members who wish to donate, volunteer,
or learn more about Willits Daily Bread are encouraged
to reach out. Please get in touch with Cindy Savage at
707-367-5669 for information on how to support this
vital local service.

PRACTICAL
N ']vn VS AOIE THE WEIGHT et THE UPRISING
(PG) 1h 43 min (R) 1h 52 min R (R) 2h 8 min

(PG13) 2h 10min

“We have 159 players from all over. We have people who are coming in from

It's going to be here, part of their West Coast swing. It's the pro tour series for the best disc golf players
in the world. They're going to be right here at this course. We're going to have a whole film crew. It's

Last weekend’s Brooktrails Open was organized into several divisions; Mixed Pro Open, Women’s
Pro Open, Mixed Pro 40+, Mixed Pro 50+, Mixed

Mixed Amateur 40+, Mixed Amateur 50+, Mixed

event is high — he estimated around 1,000 gallons

At left: Steam
engineer
Mattie Kimball
takes a rest
on top of The
Best during
the past
weekend'’s

I Roots of

2 Motive Power
Steam Up
event.

At left:

weight to
make the

Y $10,400 memorial grantcheck, made in mem"or_y.‘pfAlison Glassey.

P ol = Malum Thompson decided to Brooktrails course hosts 7th annual courseis full of traps  Mello Silva; brothers John, Henry,
mazing Grace . and pratfalls. Craig Maurice, Joe, and George; and sisters Mary, Angie, Velma, Lucy and Alice.
' attempt o squeeze through Open tournament in the redwoods o ’ AR
Assen;l())gyc?)ﬁs(ti gtdregth urch Planlﬂ Clifford the trees on the narrow path. P ﬁiﬁij’;’,ﬂ‘jﬁ’;’ﬁfﬂfﬁ She is survived by her brother Frank Silva, sisters-in-law Betty and
PO. Box 489, Willits Clifford is 2 years old and weighs 48 pounds. ;;‘;‘;__’:’é zaqg,esso‘;’jf;:‘;fey Brooktrails Open Disc Golf Tournament Director Joseph Haggard is on the trees. At left: This MaryAnne Silva; her children Diana Shevchenko, Norma Miner, Rick Staley,
Worship Service - 300 pm. | He may be a little reserved when you first meet awarded to the best amateur  VETge of seeing seven years of hard work, planning, and imagination come player decided his and Michael Parks; many nieces and nephews; her grandchildren; and
EVERYBODY Is WELCOME | him, but don't let his shy side fool you! Give this players. Savannah Hoaglen o fruition. Not satisfied with simply producing local disc golf competitions, he ;tg?gf:;:’;ztgt‘;’zome great-grandchild.
Church handsome fawn pitbull mix a litfls time to get to . ‘”f"g’dtt?,f ’;f’;‘i‘f/h’"e"t. (of 1as each year raised the level of play at the Brooktrails Golf Course, gaining distance and accuracy.  Evelyn will be sorely missed by her many friends and family.
of Christ know you, and you'll soon see his true personality stand af the nallway point of the renytation of the third best multi-use (golf and disc) course in the state Below: Tournament . . .
hine th h the course, offering drinks, e X . . : Director Joseoh It is her request to not have a memorial service.
“What must we do to be saved?”| ~ SNINE trougn. candy bars, and pastries. At Of California, and fifth best in the world, according to Kimberly Herron, who H"ec 02 ‘;feP
1095, f/gf nzgz Willits Once he's comfortable, Clifford is a friendly, left: Disc golf player Marty, along with her husband, Alex, manage the course and the pro shop. With this ofg;"ea; pescig;’l’; ;:’;7: OBITUARY |
(next to Super 8) playful, and outgoing guy who loves having fun th";’g:s fe’;"::’;zg% ':th r?rilﬁtatéon,t Hagglard was etxrt:le to c;eatte ttcr)]ur??tpeints thaftvc??l'vte blroughtlsorr.][e discs that are given fo
(707) 459-5023 and showing off his goofy side. He’s looking for Below: These sians oneach  ©! 1€ best pro players in the country to the little town of Wilits, increasing its the amateurs.
Sunday Bible Study-10:00am. | g 5meqne who will give him the patience and time hole showed information visibility and status. James Trevey

James Michael Trevey passed

WedneSAZ;gOBI?BIlI; Study- you'l get a wonderful com;')anion who is ready to and hazards. vilisweey@gmatieon— \nashington, from Oregon, Los Angeles, all across California. We have some away suddenly due to a tragic
7-8:00 p.m. play and enjoy life with you! people who are over on the East Coast, flying in to come and play in the event,” said Haggard proudly. accident Saturday, August 1, 2026,
The Church of The Mendocino County Animal Shelter, located “The most exciting thing, | think, is that we have been approved for next May, the Disc Golf Pro Tour. at age 78. The son of James Francis

Trevey USN and Jeanne Celeste
Trevey, he was born at the post-

265 Margie Drive and 10 am to 3 pm on Saturdays (closed for lunch all going to be covered. We'll have top pros. Spectators are going to be able to come out and watch. war US Naval base in Bremerhaven

Willits, CA 95490 each day from 1 to 1:30 pm). Make sure to pre- It's going to be a next level top-tier event. Germany as a US citizen on October
ALLARE WELCOME | fill out the adoption application available at - | | | 1, 1947
Sacrament Meeting il out the adoption application available at www. “I'm really excited for that,” Haggard said. “I've been working towards it for seven years. We started ’ '

Sundays at 10:00 am. mendoanimalshelter.com. Call 707-463-4427 for talking to them in 2020 and we've been building out the course and getting it prepped. We got accepted Raised in Glendale ~Arizona,
more information. Mgl in for next year, May 28, 29, and 30.” Bleachers are being planned for the spectators. It will have all the Michael attended the University of
| o e e trappings of a major golf tournament, attracting some of the best players in the world. Arizona in Tucson for a year until

« A University for Soul he found his way to California in

the summer of 1967. He drove

eSpiritual Discussions . . C .
) . X Read the rest of ambulance and worked at print shops for a time, living in the hills above

*ECK Light & Sound S ’ > ; .

More information? Pro 60+, Mixed Amateur, Women's Amateur, Tournamend Over on page 9 Santa Cruz. Motorcycles and sailing were his passions as a young man.

After sailing the Pacific and southern latitudes, his entrepreneurial
endeavors afforded him an acreage property in Willits, California where he
and his wife, Mary Anne, lived for the last 51 years. He and his wife cemented
their place in the community by starting Mariposa Market in 1979. In the late
1980s, Michael created a successful plumbing and mechanical company
Emtech, which was highly regarded for its precision work, attention to detail,
and community relations.

Michael leaves behind his wife, Mary Anne, daughter Marta, her husband,
Chris, along with two grandsons, Raylan and Cyrus Bartow. Michael also
leaves three brothers, a sister, and the community he loved. He will be
remembered for his dry sense of humor and comical outlook on life. He was

Willits, CA 95490 Photoby Well-loved and respected by many of the local populace and will be sorely
Father Aaron Bandanadam Handsome Halo Jim King - missed. Celebration of his life will be held October 17, 2026, at the Frey
Mass times: Winery tasting room in Redwood Valley at 2 pm.
Wedhesday Friday .00 a.m. Halo is one handsome mixed-breed boy with a
aturday-5:30 p.m.

m‘ (&

’;ﬁéﬁ;‘gﬁfggﬁ Sunday, 11 am to 3 pm. Thursdays by appointment gggzr‘z’;‘: SBGSt "Attendance was really good, and the weather  equipment and keeping things operating smoothly, prints
Gt | o e s o g BT s e o G T e e
Lutheran Church | hsime.org foran appointment. Closed Monday and fﬂggmg efforts "%W bolano g P et If you're interested in learning about Roots, o
Sunday Service Tuesday. Fill out a foster or adoption application ”;t‘aftzchg‘;’ equation as balanced as we can, which IS hard when — qonating, or volunteering, contact Baldo at 707-489- inked
10:00 a.m. on our website: www.mendohumanesociety.com. b 1t we're doing so much for free. Thankfully we were  3984: drop a check in the mail to PO Box 1540 in blocks. ) WESTERN
5, ) 4502988 Check out all of our available dogs and cats on  Rootsyard, 201 0 @k the bidders to ‘go deepl"and they really  wilits; or come to a meeting at 6 pm on the second Photo by
Facebook.com /stiohnswillits | OUT Website, on our Facebook page, and on www. Photosby o out o support the cause.” Thursday of the month at the Kapowsin logging Maureen
ALL ARE WELCOME petfinder.com. Mattie Kimball Baldo noted that in the $8/gallon diesel erawe are  cabin at the Roots yard. Jennison — ;;-_
Willits Seventh-Day R . . . , |
Adventist Church Willits Daily Bread receives $10,000 memorial its Daily Bread’s Cindy Savage and Eric.Glassey Show:bff the

PICK YOUR OWN PUMPKIN!

Willits United Glassey, whose passing has touched many throughout i iati
. . 11 AM-3PM at HSIMC Y, p g y g We also extend our sincere appreciation to the
lgﬂﬂg‘:ﬁ%gg:gig: ; - SPONSORED BY - Mendocino County. Community Foundation of Mendocino County for RIDE TO THE PUMPKIN PATCH
Ayplace to find comfort FREE ADMISSION - y A The grant reflects the Glassey family's commitment  stewarding the donor advised fund and for their ABOARD THE
) wh;:realllgrewel;omehld . U e % ot union — to supporting essential community services and ongoing support of local nonprofits. Their partnership
astor Jaime Rogers-Fairchi

Willits, CA. Fri: 4:15 Fri: _ Fri: 7:15
Sat: 1:15, 7:15 <R T A Sat: 4:15
i - Willi 4 Sat/Sun: o7 s
57 East Co%r;li‘l'scéa_ié GS;;eet Willits :vl;: 1..112 1:30,a4:3::17:30 1.053‘:{ ﬁ;";_oo su\’,:,.er:j;ﬁ S K u N KTR AI N, co "
s noyothestercom e 707.964.6371

Showtimes: September 18 to 24

4:00, 7:00

7~
7

Thrifty Thursday: $8.00 tickets. Thrlﬂ]} Thursday films this week in red.

7 Closed Monday/Tuesday

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

-
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At top, from left: Nappa cabbage is easiest in fall, and one of the fastest-growing vegetables. It
makes crunchy salads and stir-fries. Crimson clover is a soil-enriching cover crop that is pretty
enough for the front yard. Fava beans are a food crop that grows over the winter, a cover crop that
enriches the soil, and a unique black-and-white flower that attracts beneficial insects. Love-in-a-mist
sprouts best in September, and will bloom very early in spring. Leaves are already starting to fall,
and now is the time to gather them while they are dry and light. Leaves from oaks or fruit trees make
wonderful compost or mulch. Do not use walnut leaves - they’re toxic to many plants.

Above, from Ieft: If you want a cover crop that enriches the soil during the winter, vetch is an easy
choice. When it starts to bloom in spring, just cut it down and dry it for a free nutrient-rich mulch.
Tomato or pepper seeds are ready when the fruit is deep red-ripe. Squeeze tomato seeds into a jar,
and let them ferment for 4 days or until there is a layer of white mold on top. Then rinse in a strainer
and dry on a plate. Tatsoi is the most cold-hardy Asian green, and its mild flavor has earned it a
place in most boxed “spring mix” and “super greens” salads. Seed-saving can be as simple as
putting these dry cilantro seeds into a bowl. Seeds are ready to store when they shatter (rather than
squish) when struck. This fine show of “Watermelon Pink” poppies was planted in fall for bloom the
next spring. Below, from left: Arugula is one of the easiest and

quickest things to sow in fall. Astro is a mild and fast-growing
strain. Fall is a great season for salad crops, and many edible
flowers like violas, calendulas, and nasturtiums grow well now
too. Many locals can, freeze, or ferment their produce. My recipes
for pickles and fermented hot sauce are at quailseeds.com

CONGRATS

Willits Frontier Days high point winners

Congratulations to the high point winners from this year’s Willits Frontier Days horse
show: Danielle Barry, over 18 years old; Kaydence Lopez, 13-18 years old; Charlie Pinon,
12 and under; and Madison Lawrence for her win in the Ranch horse class.

Our goal shouldn't be a county government that simply functions.
We should strive for one that helps the whole county thrive.

A minimally functioning county government creates and enforces
the rules. A well-functioning government also helps residents understand
them and navigate a path forward.

That matters because when residents, businesses, and communities succeed,
the whole county succeeds.

SERVICE - Start with “How can we help?”

Understand what residents are trying to accomplish, set clear expectations
and timelines, and explain the path forward clearly.

OWNERSHIP — Help people navigate the process.

Empower employees with the support and authority to use good judgment,
take initiative, and stay engaged until residents understand their options and next steps.

SOLUTIONS — Don'tstop at “no.” Help find a way to “yes.”

Sometimes “no™ is no. More often, it should be: “Not this way, but here
are some other ways (o get where you're trying to go.”

B
L
-

LA
B " " B A I
IR 0 Sy 0 e i, i e o I R

1st: Fix the Foundation

EricHartForSupervisor.com | Paid for by Eric Hart for Supervisor 2026

» 2nd:FindaWaytoYes }»

Each builds on the last.

3rd: Stronger Together
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COLUMN | Garden Tip of the Month

Photos by Jamie Chevalier

September: Bite-size jobs for fall

The garden in September feels different.
Plants are at a different stage, temperatures
are falling, humidity rising, and, critically,
the balance of light and dark is shifting.

_ ) With the sun at a
IJamle Chevalier |ower angle, you'll

Columnist . .
find shade in new

places and a new
light spectrum: There is more red/yellow
‘ripening” light and less blue “growing” light.
Longer nights mean soil stays moister. As
humidity increases and temperatures fall,
diseases become more prevalent. You
need to water less often, and morning
watering is better than evening. Shorter
days may mean you have less time to get
outside, but tasks are easier now it's not so
hot.

Of course, you'll want to sow some fall
food crops, like lettuce or Nappa cabbage,
and flowers like poppies and calendulas.
But today I'm talking about the maintenance
that pays off in bigger, better harvests and
less work overall.

1) Put your plants on a hardiness diet

Plants that are in active growth need
nitrogen to make new tissue and keep
growing. But the fast growth that nitrogen
encourages comes at a price: Large
cells and sappy green tissue are more
vulnerable to disease, to pests, and to cold
temperatures. What plants need now is to
ripen that tissue, fill their sap with mineral
salts, and harden their defenses. Seaweed
and wood ash, or mineral supplements are
good sources.

2) Remove yellowing leaves

With the fall rains (or even heavy dew)
come the fall slugs. And the fall mildew. And
the fall rot. All of these will show up first on
leaves that have started to die. Yellowing
leaves actually breathe out compounds that
advertise their condition. Pests sense those
compounds in the air and hone in on dying
plant matter because it’s easier to eat and
digest.

When you see yellow, get it into the
compost. If there are lots, do a bit at a time
— but do it. A big return for the time spent.

3) Mulch bare spots and under existing
plants

In summer, mulch is primarily for keeping

soil moist and alive when the sun would
harden and dry it. So it's tempting to think
that mulch isn’t so important in fall. Wrong!
Mulch is your first defense against fungal
diseases that spread up from the soil.
When it rains, each raindrop splashes soil
up onto your plants, starting decay and
disease. Mulch prevents splashing, holds
the soil in place, provides a source of soil
nutrients, and protects plant roots from frost
damage. If you have sprawling plants like
beans and squash, mulch well to keep fruits
from rotting where they sit on the soil.

4) Sow cover crops

The benefits are huge - richer soil,
fewer weeds, and easier planting next
spring. Don’t wait to have an empty slate.
If something will be in place all winter, like
kale, mulch around it. Summer plants that
are still producing are no problem - just
rough up the soil around them, sow cover
crop seed, rake it in (or sweep with your
fingers to cover), and sprinkle a light mulch
if you can. Fallen leaves, a light sprinkle
of straw, compost (even if lumpy), or old
potting soil will all work.

If a bed is pretty much done - bush
beans that aren’t producing for example —
cut them down, rake up the surface, and
sow. You'll be glad you did.

5) Stop ants and aphids

Often we suddenly see white or pale
green aphids in fall. Watch for the first
signs of them, because they secrete sugary
“honeydew” that rapidly attracts black
mold and other diseases. Ants carry the
aphids onto your plants and “milk” them for
honeydew. You can't get rid of the aphids
without getting rid of the ants. Luckily there
are ant traps that use borax and sugar to
attract and kill the ants without modern
chemicals.

Other sap-sucking pests include thrips,
whiteflies, and mites. Control them by
removing lower leaves, putting down
mulch, and spraying with compost tea or
beneficial enzymes.

6) Save some seeds

Plants like cilantro, dill, arugula, and
many flowers are quick and easy to collect
seed from. Just make sure the seed is all
the way mature (brown and dry in most
cases). Then you can shake it into a paper
bag and let it get thoroughly

NUTRIENT-PACKED COMPOST,
PLANTER MIXES & CUSTOM BLENDS

MADE IN UKIAH, CA

CLOSE SAVE
THE MONEY

,L%.I,SL

REDUCE
ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT

RECYCLING

ORGANICS (707) 485-5966

SINCE 1995

&

WHY USE COLD CREEK COMPOST?

coldcreekcompost.com

f @ @ColdCreekCompost

dry before storing. Peppers
and tomatoes are easy as
well — the seeds are ripe
when the fruit is ripe, with
deep color and soft texture.

There are depths you can
explore, but you don't have
to start with those. Just take
3 minutes to shake some
seeds into a paper bag or
squeeze some seeds out of
a tomato. What have you got
to lose? It's like a present to
yourself that you can open
next spring.

Jamie Chevalier of Quail
e Seeds lives and gardens
IWerE near Willits. Visit www,
quailseeds.com for over 400
varieties of seed adapted
to the Northern California
- climate, as well as extensive
how-to information.

va
FARMERS

INSURANCE

Randall Cantua, LUTCF
Agent

Cantua Insurance Agency

16 W. Valley St. Willits CA 95490
786 Redwood Drive

Garberville, CA 95542

Tel 707.459.3276

Tel 707.923.2179

Fax 707.923.9550
rcantua@farmersagent.com

0C67822 ‘Family owned since 1983"

7am - 10pm
459-4854

1799 So. Main St.
P.0. Box 428

B WILLITS

POWER & HARDWARE
HONDA « HUSQVARNA -« 57
Lawn & Garden Equipment =
Sales, Parts & Service =

1600 S. Main St.
Willits, CA 95490
willitspower@gmail.com

+ MQ - CARHARTT

Generators
Pick-up & Delivery

Sales/Parts: 707 459-6420

Service: 707 459-0596
Fax: 707 459-6369
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LEGAL NOTICES

WW626 WW627
Fictitious Business Fictitious Business
Name Statement Name Statement
2026-F0319 2026-F0313

The following person or
persons are doing business
as Soul Flowering Holistic,
3001 Blackhawk Drive,
Willits, CA 95490;
831-713-3238.

Registered owner: Thallia
Bird, 3001 Blackhawk Drive,
Willits, CA 95490.

This business is conducted
by an individual.

The following person or
persons are doing business as
Hydration Dealer, 25595
Poppy Drive, Willits, CA
95490; 704-354-4744.

Registered owner: Shalee
Hansen, 25595 Poppy Drive,
Willits, CA 95490.

This business is conducted
by an individual.

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name to transact business under
listed above on September 3, the fictitious business name
2026. listed above on N/A.

FBN statement filed with the

The registrant commenced

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk Mendocino County Clerk
Recorder on September 3, Recorder on August 25,
2026. 2026.

/s/ Thallia Bird

Publication Dates:
September 17, 24, October
1, 8, 2026

/s/ Shalee Hansen

Publication Dates:
September 17, 24, October
1, 8, 2026

Willits Weekly can run legal notices including
fictitious business name statements,
foreclosure notices, storage unit auctions,
and more. Contact us for more information at
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above: There were
plenty of food choices
at the Brooktrails
Golf Open concert.
These friends and
teammates had a tail
gate party with some
of their choices.

Atright: Crystal
Schiffbauer-Bowles
brought her dog to
enjoy the music.

Photos by Mathew Caine

The rest pf .
Shindig|
From page 3 &

turned into an open mic night on Thursday nights. We've
been working with that. This is the first time we're doing
something bigger. We're trying to see what works for this
venue, and next year we'll have a music program.

“The Cosmic Family Band has eight players tonight,
including Clay Hawkins, Andrew Robertson, Chris
Cichacki, Tootreese, and more. It's amazing. The next
band is Indiana Slim and the Kingsnakes. And then Blue
Luke and his band. It's quite an evening of music. You can't
beat the backdrop, with the redwoods.

“There were about 300 people here from the weekend's
disc golf tournament and their friends. They seem to be
sticking around, and more people are showing up from
town,” Pooba said. “This could turn into something. | know
they're going to do this disc golf tournament on an annual
basis. We weren't sure what it was going to be like to bring
both the golf and the music together, but it seems to be
working really well.”

Joseph Haggard, the tournament director, has been
working for the last seven years on creating the Brooktrails
Open Disc Golf Tournament, and he loves seeing both
players and townspeople enjoying the music and the vibes
together. “I've wanted to do more community-oriented stuff
around the golf tournament,” said Haggard. “We bring a
lot of people to Willits from outside of the area. | wanted to
give an opportunity for some of our local artists to perform
and involve the general public and the players and create
some commingling.”

As the gallery was watching the end of the professionals’
round, the music playing in the background, someone
made a great shot, hit the basket from 20 yards out. A voice
from the gallery shouted, “I know that guy. | know that guy!”

SRELAXATIONUKWYEDSBTDN
PGPFPGXAHKYMNGPFGOSWHN
6 SMARCEEALPEFILDLIWS
NAPFRgESPBIMNSCCSDBXTP
I THESSKYS LLYKNOUSYTCHO
KFTAUSCXEETIOSHMGETG GHKA AR
I KRS EHCMEBFMNPMNANOTLILT
HE S FWWGETMSRXWUYLMNEP PSS
CCTE I XNAIYYDLANEILYI®GSU
BSUDKUREFDAWXBIOGEXATLX
ACOOILEDIXWTYYTNIWNS XP
FDBXYSENSHRSMNYNAHR LLS
KYAISYIMNRTFTERIXEBATEPATFLC
RIS UAMNECEEH GAEPDGMN TAYT N X
IWTIFDMWSIAHPSRMHCSH DIDH
T IRELMNLEATNORY P LDP
RN UL K N O NCO Y LDOGULCSRP
AGFEWFHAOWIYWWWUTEYTWINC
I'SNTDITOETPRYNBDFSGUASB
LWMMNATUREDTCESSARGEL

Above: Malum Thompson putts for.the hole to try and reach par.

The rest of

TournamentI From page 7

Amateur 60+, and Mixed Amateur 2.

In the interest of creating a course that is both inviting
and challenging, Haggard and his crew of amateurs have
put in hundreds of hours, watching players, finding the
lanes that are too easy, and making adjustments to create
a world-class disc golf experience.

“We have disc sponsors like Proto Pipe and Bill's Flying
Discs,” said Haggard. “We have jerseys for the event.
They're highlighting the redwoods with our sponsors
down below. All of the amateur players get a jersey. We
also have towels that show the whole layout of the course.
They use them to keep their discs nice and dry, while
showing them where to go throughout the course. Players
get discs for coming out and playing. We sell some of the
extras. The amateurs get the discs as part of their players
package when they register. The pros just play for cash.
The amateurs just get trophies if they win. These are by
Fat Freddy. He’s an artist in Sonoma County. The name
is a Grateful Dead reference. The amateurs get the player
pack; a jersey, towels, discs, coupons to local businesses
here in Willits. First place for the Pro Open is going to be
around $1,400, with the Pro Over 40 division at around
$1,000 for first place.”

Willits Weekly embedded with a threesome of Over Sixty
Amateurs to follow and gain an understanding of the play
and the course. Malum Thompson of West Salem, Oregon,
Craig Benson, out of Eureka, and CR Gonzales, from
Hollister, California, displayed a great sense of comradery,
even though they were competing against each other. “In
this sport, you root for your card mates as much as for
yourself. You still want to win; you want to out-throw them,
but you want to do it with them making their throws. You
want to beat them at their best. We cheer each other on
and we feel each other’s pain. We've all had the good
rounds and the bad rounds. It's how you respond to it that
makes the difference,” explained Thompson, a member of
team Proto Pipe. “There are 20 holes on this layout. We're
playing 60 sixty holes over the three days. It takes about
4.5 hours to play the course.”

Of course, disc golf has its set of sports jargon, one of
the aspects that brings the players together. The words
describe the types of discs, the flight patterns, how the
discs are “hyzers” or “anhyzers,” describing how they fade
to the right or left, to follow the course or get around trees,
of which there are many on the Brooktrails course. Of
course, there is a certain amount of bravado involved when
a player does well. As player Thompson is fond of quoting
Will Rogers: “If you can do it, it ain’t bragging.”

Visit www.pdga.com/tour/event/105380 for information
and scores.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Brown Bag Lunch
Program

Every Saturday at 1
pm sack lunches are
served by local churches,
community organizations,
and families at Bud
Snider Park on East
Commercial. Come at 1
pm to be assured a lunch!

For Rent
2 bed 1 bath home,
fenced yard, downtown
Willits. $1625 + Deposit.
Lincoln Realty 707-459-
4599

Indoor Yard Sale

Giant Indoor Yard Sale
— Deep Valley Christian
School, 8555  Uva
Drive, Redwood Valley,
(across from the Broiler).
Saturday, September 26
—8amto4pm

Now Hiring
— Production
Technician

Natural ~ Pigments in
Willits is hiring a full-time
Production Technician for
hands-on artist-materials
manufacturing.  Physical
work includes lifting
up to 50 Ibs, handling
pigments, oils, resins, and
binders, and operating
mixers up to 50 gallons.
Monday-Friday day shift.
$20-$25/hour  depending
on experience. Apply
on Indeed: Production
Technician - Natural
Pigments, Willits.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV’s and
Trailers - starts at $500
per month, includes
water & garbage. Close
to Safeway in Willits. Call
Tony (707) 972-4696. See

at  http://lwww.oaknvine.
net/tp

Love Willits
Weekly?

Help support our free-
circulation  community
newspaper by
becoming a ‘“street
subscriber’!’ You send
in an annual donation,
and pick up the edition
on the street each
week! We love our
regular subscribers too:
$75 for home delivery
in the Willits area; $120
for a year’s subscription
in the U.S. mail. Fill out
a form on page 2!

Veteran
Handyman

Hire a Veteran for your
handyman needs. ¢ Elec-
trical e Changing light
bulbs e Leaky toilets &
sinks e Clogged drains
e Odd jobs. Reasonable
rates. Satisfaction Guar-
anteed. Senior Discount.
Call Tom (707) 841-8106

Include a Classified
ad here next week!

Above: Brooktrails Open Director Joseph Haggard displays the
jerseys that are given to the amateurs with a depiction of the
redwoods and logos of the sponsors: Flying Dog Pizza, Emerald
Green Botanicals, Proto Pipe, Karkar’s Deli, and Shanachie

Pub. Below, left: CR Gonzales of Hollister came equipped with a
bunch of discs for every situation, some for tee shots, some for
fairway, and some for putting. Below: Alex Herron manages the
Brooktrails Golf course, as well as the pro shop and the bistro,
along with his wife, Kimberly. At bottom: Player Malum Thompson
decided to utilize his forehand shot in an attempt to squeeze
through the trees on the narrow path.

Photos by Mathew Caine
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Thursday,

September 17

Bit & A Bite at the Museum:
Join the Friends of the Mendocino
County  Museum  for light
refreshments, and conversation
with Margi Gomez Gudhe, painter,
ceramic artist, musician, writer and
Gallery curator at Willits Center
for the Arts, who will discuss her
latest adventure: printmaking,
using special papers and collage.
A tour of the museum afterwards.

A Bitand A Bite

‘Talk Like a Pirate Day’ at the Library:
Ahoy! Weigh anchor and set sail for the
Willits Branch Library to join us for an

of the Willits Gem & Mineral Society is set for Monday,
September 21, from 7 to 8:30 pm at the Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street. Meeting includes: a live talk
afternoon of piratical fun on Saturday, and demonstration by Willits glassblower Cool Hand
September 19 from 1 to 4 pm, as we Suuze. Will be car-pooling / walking to demonstration
celebrate International Talk Like a Pirate  site.

Day. Don your pirate garb and enjoy the
festivities, which include games, crafts,
temporary tattoos, a scavenger hunt —
by following a treasure map of course
- to find the loot that is rightfully yours.
See you there. This event will be held
throughout the Willits Branch Library.
For more information, please visit www.

Wednesday, September 23

Willits Stamp Club at the Library: Monthly meeting
at the Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
Wednesday, September 23 this month, from 5 to 6 pm.
Bring your collection, and enjoy an evening perusing
stamps. Refreshments provided. More info: talsofam@
pacific.net.

County Museum

History at the Mendocino

Thursday, September 17 at 12:30
pm. All are welcome, admission
by donation. Mendocino County

mendolibrary.org or contact the Willits
Branch Library at 707-459-5908.

Bakersfield Mist’ at WCT. wiis 1+ Lursday, September 24

Museum, 400 East Commercial =
Street, Willits. Also learn about £
volunteer opportunities.

Willits Farmers Market: Join *
your neighbors at Summer |

Willits Farmers Market: Join your neighbors at
Summer Market outdoors at City Park on Commercial
Street, Thursday, September 24, from 3 to 5:30 pm, for
the freshest produce available, local meat, farm fresh
eggs, hot and cold food from local businesses, along
with crafts, live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly,

~ Community Theatre presents a dark and
| meaningful comedy by Stephen Sachs,
~ Saturday, September 19 at 7 pm. 37 West
Van Lane. Tickets are $25 and available

* at www.wctperformingartscenter.org or at
the door. See Friday, September 18 listing

Market outdoors at City Park on = —.

for more info. and more. The market honors EBT and WIC cards and

Commercial ~Street, Thursday, - e
September 17, from 3 to 5:30 pm,
for the freshest produce available,
local meat, farm fresh eggs, hot
and cold food from local businesses, along with crafts,
live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
The market honors EBT and WIC cards and matches
benefits to double your dollars.

MENTHOCING
e oy Heeseant

ATW speaker series, ‘Madrone Care Network’ at
WCA: Avenues to Wellness presents a panel discussion
on palliative care, “Madrone Care Network: Supporting
Families Through Serious lliness,” as part of their third
Thursday of the month speaker
series. Thursday, September 17, 6
to 7 pm, Willits Center for the Arts.
71 East Commercial Street. FREE
to the public, Wheelchair accessible.
Palliative care is a medical specialty
focused on comfort for people
living with serious illness. It is
appropriate for any age or stage of
the illness. ATW is a community-
based wellness program of the
Frank R. Howard Foundation. Visit:
avenuestowellness.org for an online
archive of past events. Call: 456-
9676 for more info.

THE WILLITS COMMUNIT

Friday, September 18

“Bakersfield Mist” at WCT: Willits

Community Theatre presents a dark

and meaningful comedy by Stephen

Sachs, loosely based on the story of a woman who
bought a painting at a thrift store and came to believe it
was a Jackson Pollock worth millions of dollars. Directed
by Jim Williams, and starring two WCT veterans: Cindi
Mohr as the boozy, hard-tongued ex-bartender Maude
and Steve Marston as Lionel, the effete and expert
art appraiser. Opens Friday, September 18 and runs
through October 4, with 7 pm shows on Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays, and 2 pm matinees on Sundays.
37 West Van Lane. Tickets are $25 and available at
www.wctperformingartscenter.org or at the door.

SEOMTIMES: & Saturdays
THRETS: &5 muuﬂ:ﬂ“-

September 18 - October 4, 2026
Cindi o  Dinciedby
& Steve Marston Jim Williams

INTENDED FOR ADULT MUTHENCES.

matches benefits to double your dollars.

“Bakersfield Mist” at WCT: Willits Community
Theatre presents a dark and meaningful comedy by
Stephen Sachs, Thursday, September 24 at 7 pm. 37
West Van Lane. Tickets are $25 and available at www.
wctperformingartscenter.org or at the door. See Friday,
September 18 listing for more info.

Back Porch Trio at Shanachie: fun-

loving sound, original songs and covers,

influenced by folk, blues, classic rock,

jam band, americana, and bluegrass.

BPT is Rosie Wetzel (ukulele and vocals), Steve Hahm
(acoustic guitar and vocals), and Jeff Taylor (bass).
Saturday, September 19, at 8 pm at Shanachie Pub, 50
South Main Street. .
Friday, September 25

“Bakersfield Mist” at WCT: Willits Community
Theatre presents a dark and meaningful comedy by
Stephen Sachs, Friday, September 25 at 7 pm. 37
West Van Lane. Tickets are $25 and available at www.
wctperformingartscenter.org or at the door. See Friday,
September 18 listing for more info.

Dolly Parton Night at The Munchery: Dust off those
boots and join us Friday, September 25 from 7:30 to
9 pm for a night of line dance lessons, social dancing,
and Line Dancing with Rise and Thrive. Come dressed
in your best Dolly-inspired look. $10.
1797 South Main Street, Willits.

Deanne “Bunny” California at
Shanachie:  Percussionist and
second singer for Willits Farmers

i Market Band, “Bunny” is a prolific
songwriter and cover artist, whose

~ live piano and vocal sets span
melancholy goth-infused pop, jazz,
rhythmic stompers, happy standards,
and soul-stirring siren wails. Friday,
September 25, at 8 pm at Shanachie
Pub, 50 South Main Street.

Sunday, September 20

“Bakersfield Mist” at WCT: Willits Community Theatre
presents a dark and meaningful
comedy by Stephen  Sachs,
Sunday, September 20 matinee at
2 pm. 37 West Van Lane. Tickets
are $25 and available at www.
wctperformingartscenter.org or at the
door. See Friday, September 18 listing
for more info

Local Candidates

Forum at the g

Grange: A Candidates
' Forum is set for &

Sunday,  September

20, covering local g

races for Mendocino

County’s 3rd District

Supervisor, the Willits

Unified School District

Board, and the Willits

City Council. From 2

to 4 pm at the Little
Lake Grange, School and Pine Streets,
in Willits. The local races featured at |
the Forum are: 3rd District County 3%,
Supervisor — a run-off between Buffey & f,;t
Wright Bourassa and Eric Hart, start their BILIESS
debate just after 2 pm. Willits Unified
School District board — four candidates vying for three
seats on the board: Nicole Karker, Jeanne King, Paula
Nunez, and Mason Neil Rescina — start about 2:45 pm.
Willits City Council — two candidates, Robin Leler and
Sherrie Ebyam, running uncontested for two seats on the
Council — will introduce

'Y THEATRE PRESENTS

1700 pem. Sundas ot £00 P
|7 Van Lase, Willis, CA 5560

Saturday,

September 26

Willits Community Clean-Up Day:
Join us and help keep Willits clean. Saturday, September
26 from 9 am to noon. “We’'ll be jumping down into Willits’
creeks and rivers to clean them out before the rains
come. Bring closed-toed shoes!” Meet at Willits City Hall,
111 East Commercial Street.

“Bakersfield Mist” at WCT. Willits Community

Mudrone at Shanachie: New band
Mudrone plays an assortment of folk, rock
and blues tunes, Friday, September 18 at
8 pm. Featuring Jeff Cowin on guitar &
vocals, Jim Switzer on guitar, Jeff Martin
on guitar & vocals, along with special
guests on bass and drums. Shanachie
Pub, 50 South Main Street.

Saturday, September 19

Brooktrails Clean Up Day: Come lend
a hand to pick up trash in Brooktrails!
September is Coastal Cleanup Month -
let’s all do our part to reduce litter ending
up in waterways. Kids and families
encouraged. Saturday, September 19, 10
am to noon. Meet at Ohl Redwood Grove

CL

and let's

Mect ot Ohl Redwood

Coma lond a hand o pick up trash in Brooktrails! Soptomber is
coastal clean up month, let's all do cur part o reduce litter ending
up in waterways. Kids and families encouraged to attend, the
more the merrier! Brooktrails township providing gloves and frash
bogs. Bring own water bottle and trash grabber if you have one

Park and split into groups
R il

themselves starting
about 3:35 pm. These
races are on the
November 3 General
Election along with other
important county and
state races and 14 state
propositions. Ballots
will be mailed to voters
starting  October 5.
Other information will be
available at the Forum.

Theatre presents a dark and meaningful comedy by
Stephen Sachs, Saturday, September 25 at 7 pm. 37
West Van Lane. Tickets are $25 and available at www.
wctperformingartscenter.org or at the door. See Friday,
September 18 listing for more info.

Blue Luke at Shanachie: Prodigy guitarist “Blue Luke”
Andrews takes the soul of the blues, the groove of funk,
the grit of rock & roll, and the harmonies of jazz into
the modern world. Saturday, September 26, 8 pm at
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street.

JOIN US FOR

EAN UP DAY
Sunday, September 27

“Bakersfield Mist” at WCT: Willits Community Theatre
presents a dark and meaningful comedy by Stephen
Sachs, Sunday, September 27 matinee at 2 pm. 37
West Van Lane. Tickets are $25 and available at www.

Monday,

September 21
Willits Gem & Mineral

work together to reduce litter in our neighborhood!

OHL REDWOOD GROVE PARK in Brooktrails

Saturday 9.19.26

G 10:00AM-NOON

Park and split into groups depending on
size. Questions? 541-633-9731.

sonsdbylbsinegines eles - Society at the Grange:

s < ke wctperformingartscenter.org or at the door. See Friday,
“' the monthly meeting

September 18 listing for more info.

Harvest Moon Celebration,
October 3

Kick off autumn at the Willits Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Harvest Moon Celebration
in downtown Willits. Join us on Main Street for
our FREE, family-friendly event — live music,
games, a pie eating contest with Kemmy’s Pies,
and of course the great community of Willits,
family, friends, and neighbors ready to have
fun, enjoy good eats, and shop local! Live music
by Soul Circus Saturday, October 3, 4 to 8 pm.
Wood Street to Commercial Street, around the
bend to Humboldt Street. At capacity for vendors!

Skunk Train

Y
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9% &5 Dolly Puslon ?Zg//éf

Line Dance Lessorns and
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Opening Reception
Saturday October 10, 2026 | 5:00 to 7:00 P.

On Exhibit: OCTOBER 10-NOVEMBER 28 2026

“Staries Of Our Shared Past™

Th eatriial History Tour
&

ve Auction

T
,Jz’ lembet 2507

o0 ~.9.'O()/2;: m S70

Circus Runs

This September, the world-famous Skunk Train
and Flynn Creek Circus are bringing together two
storied forms of entertainment for a one-of-a-kind
experience in Mendocino County. Continuing on
select dates at 12:30 pm and at 5:30 pm, through ®
September 27, guests will board the Skunk Train
in Willits and travel deep into the Noyo River
Canyon for a circus performance by Flynn Creek
Circus beneath the redwoods and a vintage big
top tent. Concessions, beverages and exclusive
merchandise will be available for purchase at
the circus site. Local discounts available. For
more information or to purchase tickets, visit
skunktrain.com/flynn-creek-circus

Jocial Purnce 24
,U[é‘ &77/ 4 z’?,(,éfy ) \ ‘
i SO
Willits Community | [ &2
Clean Up Y
September 26th @ EE
MWD

9:00 AM - Noon

Meeting Place: Willits City Hall,
111 East Commercial Street

LIVE MUSIC
5-8PM

NDYD
METAL,

S COMMUNITY

CLEAN

CALIFORNIA A A

. D
AdventistHealthiy

. w
1 4-8PM DOWNTOWN WLLITS, CA

Join us and help keep Willits clean.
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COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

“The Uprising’

The Story: This is a mostly factual historical drama.
It is also quite an exciting flick. It is a dark epoch
of Plague and much suffering. England is being

lDan Essman

Columnist

A common

ruled by 14-year-old King
Richard I, and also by his
Royal Advisors. The date
is 1381 AD.

peasant
named Ploughman
(Andrew  Garfield) has

lost his family to Plague. He labors behind a plow
in @ muddy field. Subsistence farming in the late
14th century is exhausting work. And Ploughman is
truly exhausted. And then: tax collectors and brutal
government soldiers show up at Ploughman’s
village. They are demanding payment of taxes, or
face arrest and imprisonment. And then Ploughman
says “Enough! No More!” He is answered with

violence.

The ordinary folk take up arms and fight against
the soldiers and the tax collectors. The story that is
being recreated on screen is known in history books
as “The Peasants’ Revolt.” It is quite feasibly the
birth of the legend of Robin Hood

My Thoughts: As we all know, in our United States,
We the People rebelled against taxation without
representation. In the 14th century, the people were
represented by the king and his council. As we
all know, the un-elected representatives are quite
often more ruthless than trustworthy. That's why
our forefathers designed a representative republic
which allows us, the ordinary folk, to peacefully
say “No More Abuse.” It's our job. Thus, this darn
fine movie “The Uprising” is a cautionary tale about
the inevitable dangers of the un-rectified abuses of

government power.

Parents: Too violent for little children. Teens and up.

Willitsian  Daniel Essman prefers his reality
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

The rest of

ChiefI

at some of the service
clubs. “I think everybody
feels it, and so we'll have a
booth set up at Harvest Fest
to recruit some volunteers.”

Firefighter training in
September consisted of
“over the bank operations
with our heavy rescue
which is rescue 5430
and brush 5461.... We
did have a couple big
incidents, Highway 20, we
service that area, and, in
the Pine Mountain area.
So, we had to utilize our
over the bank skills in
those areas.” Alvarez
also  mentioned EMT
calls including child birth,
birthing emergencies, and
a neonatal resuscitation.

He commended Little
Lake Training Officer Harry
So for teaming up with
Roadrunner Driving School
to give a presentation to
the students at the 7th Day
Adventist School on Bray
Road on safe driving topics.

Chief Alvaraz
encouraged  Willits and
especially 95490 residents
again to make sure their
address is visibly posted on
the front of their homes or
the bottom their driveways.
‘It's extremely, extremely
important to have the
visible addresses posted....
This is how police or fire or
the ambulance get to you
in the event of emergency.
A fire, we're going to figure
out where it's at eventually,
but a medical aid call out
String Creek or Tomki or
Hearst...."

The fire department has
access to multiple GPS
functions. “We have a
tablet command which is
a GPS function,” Alvarez
said. “We have active 911
which is a GPS function.
And we have Starlink for
those rural areas - a lot
of times you don't have
[cell] service out there, so
when we go out there, we
rely heavy on GPS. But
again, if you don’t have an
address post, and it's hard
to find you, there’s nothing
worse than pulling up on
scene, when you have
three navigation aids, and it
says you have arrived. You
look around - and you're
in the middle of nowhere.
It constantly happens. So

From page 1

super important to get that
addressing.... The green
reflective sign is key when
you're driving around high
mountains, having it pretty
visible and well lit up.”

In town, Fire Chief
Alvarez said, the address
signs just need to be in a
contrasting color.

The chief also reminded
residents that just because
we got a little rain in the
Willits area, it doesn’t mean
it's safe to burn now — the
burn ban is still in effect.

When there’s a little bit
of rain, Alvarez said, “is
when we’ll get our calls
for service. People get the
rain, they start lighting up
their burn piles,” which is
dangerous.... The state-
mandated burn ban in the
warmer and dryer months
of the year “is there for a
reason. “

One more piece of
safety advice — to check
your smoke detectors
and carbon monoxide
alarms. “In October it was
a standard thing to check
your smoke detector and
your CO alarm,” he said.
Now that the lithium ion
batteries last 10 years,
it's still important to check
everything is in working
order, including the
combined smoke and CO
detectors.

‘I've seen them save
lives,” he said, referring to
carbon monoxide alarms.
“In what could have been
a serious situation. Their
alarm did sound. We go to
the house ... and the CO
is way up there. And they
have small children, too.
So, you go to bed, you don't
wake up from that stuff.”
Some of the things in our
homes that produce carbon
monoxide are, Alvarez
said, include gas stoves,
ovens, generators, vehicles
running in the garage,
fireplaces and wood stoves.
“Never run your generators
or barbecue grills
indoors. Keep chimneys,
heaters, and appliances
maintained.... How to
stay alive? Install the CO
detectors. They're, | want to
say, anywhere from $40 to
$60 for a combination unit.
And again, they’re going to
last you about 10 years.”

The rest of
Chamber From page 1

for everyone who calls Willits home.

New board of directors

The Chamber’s new board of di-
rectors brings together leaders from a
diverse range of local businesses and
organizations. We serve with the sup-
port of the businesses and organiza-
tions we represent, united by a shared
commitment to help Willits thrive. We
care deeply about the future of Willits
because this community is more than
where we work; it is our home.

Board members include:

* President: Gary Huddle, Granite
Construction

+ Vice President: Jim Devine, Histor-
ic Noyo Theatre

* Secretary: Johnnieann Johnstone,
Baechtel Creek Medical Clinic

+ Treasurer; Natalie Spackman,
North Coast Builders Exchange

* Historian: Chuck Persico, West-
gate Petroleum

Chamber Coordinator update

One of the Chamber’s most signifi-
cant developments is the return of
Misty Johnson as Chamber Coordina-
tor, effective September 1.

Misty brings extensive chamber ex-
perience, strong community relation-
ships, and a deep understanding of lo-
cal business needs. Many community
members also know her as co-owner,
alongside her husband, Sean, of Men-
do Web Design.

Her leadership and experience will
help strengthen Chamber programs,
enhance member services, improve
communication, and expand engage-
ment opportunities throughout Willits.

Chamber office hours

To better serve local businesses,
residents, and visitors, the Chamber
has updated its office hours at 299 East
Commercial Street to: Tuesday through
Friday, 10 am to 4 pm. This schedule
better aligns with visitor activity and lo-
cal attractions while also providing ac-
cess to Chamber resources on Fridays
when City offices are closed.

Recognizing that weekends gen-
erate significant tourism traffic, the
Chamber is actively exploring op-
portunities to expand office hours to
Saturdays and Sundays. Achieving
this goal will require either additional
funding support or a larger volunteer
base, both of which are currently being
explored.

The Chamber office continues to
serve as a valuable information center,
assisting hundreds of visitors and call-
ers each month with:

* Tourism information

* Business referrals

* Relocation inquiries

+ Event information

« Community resources

In addition, Chamber promotional
materials, visitor guides, event flyers,
and #ShopLocal campaign materials
are distributed throughout the commu-
nity to help increase visibility for local
businesses and attractions.

Community events and eco-
nomic impact

Chamber signature events include:

* Willits Car & Bike Show (May)

* NEW First Friday Concert Series
(May, June, August, September)

* Harvest Moon Celebration (Octo-
ber)

« NEW Willits Light Up the Park (De-
cember)

Chamber events continue to gener-
ate strong community participation and
economic activity in our community.
The Willits Car & Bike Show attracts
more than 200 vehicles from multiple
states each year, while the Harvest
Moon Celebration hosts more than 80
vendors annually. In addition, the First

The rest of I
Lucas

2POT08-B Remains in a Warning
Status.”

Evacuation warnings and orders in
Lake County are still in place.

Tuesday'’s afternoon’s report shows
2,071 personnel currently working the
fire; there had been more like 2,500
total personnel over the couple of
days before that. Monday’s afternoon
force included: Engines 303, Water
Tenders, 56, Helicopters, 10; Dozers,
79; Hand Crews, 78, and Other: 351,
for a total personnel count of 2,609.

Five night-flying helicopters had
been working overnight since Friday
to help keep the fire from spreading,
despite some windy conditions
including a Red Flag Warning from the

Friday Concert Series brought hun-
dreds of residents and visitors down-
town for free, family-friendly events,
increasing foot traffic and creating
valuable opportunities for local busi-
nesses. The Chamber will also coordi-
nate the Willits Light Up the Park event
in partnership with Willits FFA this
December. Together, these events at-
tract thousands of visitors, strengthen
community engagement, support local
businesses, and contribute to the over-
all vitality of the local economy.

Economic benefits

The Chamber’s events, marketing
efforts, business programs, and tour-
ism promotion contribute to:

* Increased visitor spending

+ Greater customer traffic for local
businesses

« Stronger business visibility

+ Job retention and economic activity
* Increased sales tax revenue

* Business retention and expansion

Local businesses report some of
their highest sales during Cham-
ber-sponsored events. To quantify this
impact, the Chamber is developing a
voluntary reporting system to track:

* Average daily sales
* Event-day sales increases
* Annual business growth trends

Community benefits

In addition to economic activity,
Chamber events strengthen the com-
munity by:

+ Building community pride

* Encouraging civic participation

* Creating family-friendly activities

+ Supporting local businesses

* Fostering connections among resi-
dents and visitors

Community partnerships

The success of these events de-
pends on the support of volunteers,
sponsors, vendors, businesses, com-
munity organizations, public safety
partners, and Chamber board mem-
bers.

The Chamber would like to recog-
nize Granite Construction for its on-
going assistance with event infrastruc-
ture, transportation, street closures,
lighting, and traffic safety coordination.
Their support helps make free com-
munity events possible while reducing
demands on City resources.

Business support and work-
force development

In addition to community events,
the Chamber is renewing its focus on
business support and economic devel-
opment opportunities. The Chamber
is actively pursuing collaborative part-
nerships with West Business Devel-
opment Center, North Coast Builders
Exchange, and other workforce and
regional economic development or-
ganizations to bring resources to our
membership.

Current priorities include:

+ Supporting local businesses
through networking, education, and
advocacy.

* Hosting quarterly educational
workshops and seminars designed to
help businesses grow, adapt, and suc-
ceed.

* Promoting workforce development
initiatives that address labor shortages
and connect residents with meaningful
employment opportunities.

* Expanding business resources and
professional development opportuni-
ties for Chamber members.

* Encouraging entrepreneurship and
supporting business retention and ex-
pansion efforts.

Regional Collaboration and Partner-
ships

The Chamber continues to strength-
en relationships throughout Mendoci-
no County and the North Coast region.

A notable example is the Cham-
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National Weather Service.

Although the Lucas Fire is in the
burn scar of the Ranch Fire in 2018,
which burned more than 400,000
acres and more than 160 homes, the
CAL FIRE reports list zero Structures
Threatened, 0 Structures Destroyed,
0 Structures Damaged, 0 Civilian
Injuries, 0 Firefighter Injuries, 0
Civilian Fatalities and 0 Firefighter
Fatalities over the course of the fire.

Lucas Fire started Thursday
morning, September 10, with reports
of smoke coming in, while the exact,
remote location was not yet known,
and estimated at a 10 acre fire. The
Bachelor Valley area near Upper Lake
was identified as the start of the fire.

ber’s first collaborative event with the
Greater Ukiah Chamber of Commerce,
which is scheduled to take place in Wil-
lits on October 23. This event provides
an opportunity to strengthen regional
connections and encourage collabora-
tion across communities.

Marketing and tourism promo-
tion

Tourism remains an important com-
ponent of the Chamber’s work and a
valuable contributor to the local econo-
my. The Chamber promotes Willits and
its many attractions through its web-
sites and social media platforms:

Willits.org serves as the Chamber’s
primary website and provides informa-
tion regarding:

» Membership opportunities

+ Chamber programs and services

« Community resources

* Sponsorship opportunities

* Chamber events and activities

VisitWillits.com serves as a visi-
tor-focused resource featuring:

* Local attractions

* Restaurants and dining options
+ Lodging accommodations

* Shopping opportunities

* Outdoor recreation

« Community events and activities

Social media outreach

The Chamber maintains active
Facebook and Instagram platforms to:

* Promote local events
* Highlight Chamber members
+ Share community information

* Support local business marketing
efforts

+ Engage visitors and residents
year-round

Together, these platforms help posi-
tion Willits as a welcoming destination
while supporting local businesses and
encouraging visitor spending.

Partnership with the City of
Willits
The Chamber extends its sincere

appreciation to the City of Willits for its
continued partnership and support.

The Chamber greatly values its col-
laborative relationship with the City and
appreciates the shared commitment to
strengthening the local economy, en-
hancing quality of life, and maintaining
a vibrant community.

We look forward to identifying addi-
tional opportunities to work together in
support of local businesses, economic
development, tourism, and community
engagement.

Looking ahead

Community involvement remains
central to the Chamber’s mission.

Board meetings are held on the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6
pm, and the Chamber is actively estab-
lishing committees to help guide pro-
grams, events, and activities through-
out the year.

In the coming months, the Chamber
will focus on:

+ Strengthening member engage-
ment

* Expand visitor center and member-
ship services

+ Expanding business education op-
portunities

« Supporting workforce development
efforts

+ Growing regional partnerships
+ Enhancing tourism promotion

* Increasing volunteer and commu-
nity participation

The Chamber encourages resi-
dents, business owners, and commu-
nity members to visit the Chamber of-
fice, meet Chamber Coordinator Misty
Johnson, learn more about Chamber
programs and membership opportu-
nities, and discover ways to become
involved in shaping the future of Willits.

The cause is still under investigation
by CAL FIRE, but the agency has
confirmed there had been reports of
dry lightning in that area very early
Thursday morning before the fire
started.

Fire watchers could see the aerial
attack proceed on www.flightradar.
com and keep updated on the fire
with Watch Duty. The Sheriff's Office
https://mendoready.org/ also posts
emergency information, as does the
Mendocino Sheriff page on Facebook.
During the Lucas Fire, multiple lookout
cameras in the AlertCalifornia system
showed the fire and plume of smoke;
search for “Lucas Fire” or zoom in to
the area on the map https://cameras.
alertcalifornia.org/
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Above, from left: The Sheep Dog Trials are always a great watch at the Boonville Fair,
happening this year on Sunday, September 20, starting at 10 am. The inside of the
halls showcase fun fruit and vegetable displays. Apple pie, apple tasting and apple
cider are three delicious reasons to head to Boonville for the fair this weekend.

2026 Mendocino County Fair

will be held in Boonville this weekend

Fall is in the air, and there’s no better weather for a trip over the hills
* to Boonville where the annual Mendocino County Fair and Apple Show will
" be held this Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Each day holds special events
including a horse show and soccer games on Friday; Parade of Champions
and crowning of the Junior Apple Jack, CCPRA rodeo, and dance with live
music on Saturday; and the Sheep Dog Trials, Main Street Parade, second
CCPRA rodeo, and second dance on Sunday. See a full list of events and
more info online: https://mendocountyfair.com/all-events/

At left: Karen Smith of Wingwood Farm smiles with one of her Nubian goats shown as

| part of the Senior Livestock Show held at the fair. At right: The more bumps the better
(am I right?!) on an heirloom tomato - and the first-place ribbon meant the judge
agreed, too. Below: Shelves of plates displaying all types of tasty apples on display at
a past Boonville Fair. At bottom: Giant pumpkins weighed and displayed, making the
fair feel even more like the fall season.

Sherwood Val I ¥ Rancheria

CASINO

SHERWOOD ¢
VALLEY@CASINO

WWW.SVRCASINO.COM

BUEFEEY

THE HHLF?I;ETF ;Hf"H GA ;E FEATURED! WRIGHT BOURASSA

FOR 3" DISTRICT SUPERVISOR

LOCAL DECISIONS
SHOULD REFLECT LOCAL
COMMUNITIES

Land-use decisions affect
housing, agriculture, local
businesses, water, roads,
and the character of our
communities.

A County Supervisor must
listen to residents,
understand the rules,
balance competing needs,
and make informed
decisions that support
respnsible growth while
protecting what makes
Mendocino County
special.

| LISTENS * SHOWS UP * GETS RESULTS |

50 Points Péf_é:ntw after Earning 200
Points For Drawings every 15 minutes in
SH ERW@@D the fourth quarter of Sunday Nights LEARN MORE
L Game! Wins start at $10 and Double
VALLEYCAS“NO each time you are drawn up to four times TEAMB UFFEKCOM
WWW.SVRCASINO.COM per Night! Win Up to $150 in Free Play!!

Pg. 12  Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047  Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willts, CA95400  Willits Weekly | September 17, 2026




