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Above, from left: Chicken and tofu kabobs were the main course of the Grab & Go Grill To-Go Dinner supporting Pam and Susan's
North Pole Toy Express, Laytonville's Christmas toy drive. Jamya and Roland Spence handed out bags of prepped meals at Harwood
Hall. A fruit crisp was also included as a tasty dessert. Below: The Spences, showcasin' those kabobs, before loading them into the
cooler bags with the other tasty items included with the Grab & Go Grill To-Go Dinner.
Photos by Maureen Jennison

The first meeting of
the Willits Public Art Ad
Hoc Committee was wellattended and included
nine interested community
supporters as well as
four members of the ad
hoc committee. They
met Friday, August 27 at
the Willits City Council
Chambers. WCA Curator
and ad hoc chair Gary
Martin heads the committee
with WCA Secretary Judy
Fisch, Willits City Manager
Brian Bender, and sculpture
donor Jane Camp.

Over on Page 11

September 2, 2021
– In mid-March 2020,
the Round Valley Indian
Tribes declared a State
of Emergency due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Out of
an abundance of cautious,
Tribal President James A
Russ and Tribal Council
made the decision to enact
the emergency declaration
in the interest of the health
and well-being of our tribe
and community members.
By authority, the Round
Valley Indian Tribes is reimplementing the order
to reduce the current
COVID-19 positivity rate.
Tribal Leadership continues
to fully support this effort.
The
Round
Valley
Indian Tribes is acutely
aware that our community
Read the rest of

Emergency
Over on Page 11

Code
Enforcement
News
In the months of July
and August 2021, the
Mendocino County Code
Enforcement
Division
conducted investigations
regarding non-permitted
commercial
cannabis
cultivation at the listed
locations below in Redwood
Valley. Any cannabis
cultivation over the medical
or adult use exemption limit
is considered commercial
cultivation. Please see the
Mendocino County Code
(MCC) Section 10A.17 for
additional information.
Code
Enforcement
investigations confirmed
that commercial cannabis
cultivation was occurring
without either a county
Read the rest of

Enforcement
Over on Page 11
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Willits Unified School
District, like other school
districts in Mendocino
County, is putting up a
COVID “dashboard,” that
reports weekly COVID
statistics by school week.

COVID cases found at
the schools are classified as
“community based,” the site
explains, “if contact tracing
determines that the positive
COVID-19 case may have
been contracted outside of
school.”

Sculpture

By Round Valley
Indian Tribes

Jennifer Poole

The most recent data,
from the week of Monday,
August 30 through Friday,
September 3, shows a total
of 5 “community based staff
and student cases,” and
0 “school-based staff and
student cases.”

Read the rest of

Round Valley
Tribes
re-declares
COVID
emergency

reports weekly
COVID cases

Grab & Go

Laytonville’s North Pole Toy Express
fundraising dinner a success
Submitted by the North Pole Toy Express
On Friday, September 3, Beth Hogan of the Farmhouse Kitchen in
Laytonville and Jayma Shields Spence, chief elf, put together a “Grab
& Go Grill” to-go dinner to raise funds for Laytonville’s Pam & Susan’s
North Pole Toy Express Christmas drive. The dinner sold out, and
feedback from patrons was the food was excellent and well-timed with
the Labor Day holiday weekend!
Thanks to donations received during the event, the toy drive has
$1,000 to kick off the fundraising season. Last year, over 100 Laytonville
kids’ Christmas time was a little more merry and bright thanks to the
efforts of Pam & Susan’s North Pole Toy Express, their volunteers
and donors. Pam and Susan’s “NPTE” was founded by two long-time
Laytonville friends, the late-great Pam Cornell and Susan Shields. The
duo recruited friends and family to volunteer each Christmas to help
those in need have a better Christmas. The “NPTE” has been around
serving the Laytonville community for over 25 years.
To learn more about the Laytonville Toy Program, feel free to call
Laytonville Healthy Start Community & Family Resource Center at 707984-8089.
At right, above: Roland Spence holds some of the toys collected during the
dinner pick-up time that will help kickstart the 2021 holiday collection efforts.
At right: Cold items were packed into cooler bags for each customer.
Below, left: The dinner included a wonderful assortment of goodies: Chicken
and tofu and veggie skewers, marinated with "Beth's Bitchin' Balsamic," a
creamy lemon basil pasta salad, a mini watermelon, a mixed green salad (also
dressed with Beth's balsamic), and a fruit crisp for dessert. Below, right: The
kabobs came ready for you to grill at home, a task many barbecue aficionados
enjoy.

Below: Cyprian, left, and Gracie, right, pick up their dinners from an excited Jayma and Roland Spence at the Grab & Go Grill To-Go
Dinner at Harwood Hall last Friday in Laytonville.

If
contact
tracing
determines that COVID
“may have been contracted
at the school site,” it
will be reported as a
suspected “school based”
case. There is also an
“undetermined” category,
with 0 undetermined cases
so far.
Of the 5 total cases found
the week of August 30
through September 3, there
Read the rest of

Dashboard
Over on Page 11

City of Willits
water and
other news
By Willits Mayor Madge
Strong, reprinted from
the WELL Newsletter
As many areas in our
region are in dire straits for
water during this drought,
the City of Willits has – so
far – been fortunate. As
of mid-August, our two
reservoirs were at 69%
of capacity, which should
normally be enough to last
until winter rains come. We
also have the Elias well
(north of the wastewater
treatment plant) that can
supply
supplemental
potable water, although
the treatment facility for
that source is temporarily
down. Nonetheless, the
City of Willits has called
on all customers to
conserve water; if voluntary
measures are not sufficient,
mandatory measures may
be instituted.
One as yet unresolved
situation is that Fort Bragg
and Mendocino village are
seeking emergency water
supplies. A countywide
working group is trying to
problem-solve, with the
possibility of asking either
Ukiah or Willits to sell water
(and have it transported) to
the coast.
Another potential concern
is the City of Willits’ sales
of non-potable water (for
use primarily for agriculture
Read the rest of

News

Over on Page 2

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters
from our readers

Time to speak up!

Recall boondoggle

To the Editor:

To the Editor:
I’m writing to encourage every registered voter to vote NO
in the upcoming recall election.
We have a hard-working and successful governor, Gavin
Newsom, in office right now. He’s been working to deal with
the twin nightmares of wildfires and deadly pandemic that
have hit our communities. His is not an enviable position.
He’s handled his responsibilities well. He does not deserve
to be removed from office.
If he were to lose this election, it would not be because he’s
unpopular, but because we’re all too vote-weary to respond
to the political grab posed by his opponents.
We all just voted in the 2020 elections, and now we’re
expected to vote again. This is all too much. But we must
get involved with this. His opponents are counting on ballot
box weariness to keep people away from the polls. Don’t let
this happen.
Vote No on this recall boondoggle.

Dear citizens, the People's Referendum to return the
cannabis expansion ordinance to the county board of
supervisors has been successful. On September 14, the
BOS will vote to either rescind this ordinance or squander
about $300,000 of our money to put it on the ballot.
Please call 707-234-6333 to record a message up to
3 minutes to be played during the hearing, or e-mail the
supervisors at bos@mendocinocounty.org and simply say
“rescind the cannabis expansion ordinance.”
There must be no expansion until the current cannabis
situation is brought under control and an environmental
impact report is prepared for any future expansion.
We will not forget any board member who ignores our
legitimate concerns and votes against the people a second
time!
Dennis Slota, Willits

Louis Rohlicek, Willits

Senior Center closes indoor
dining, pick-up, delivery
meals continue
Willits Senior Center has closed its indoor dining
room, but is still serving drive-through and walk-up
lunches, center Director Richard Baker said, Monday
through Friday, from 12 to 1 pm. “We are also providing
home-delivered meals to anyone who wants a safe
food delivery option via our Meals on Wheels Program,
as the Delta variant makes its way through Willits.
“We have seen a 203% increase in demand for home
delivered meals during the pandemic,” Baker said.

Drive-Thru & Walk-Up Meals
The Willits Senior Center will continue to provide
drive-thru and walk-up meals, from 12 to 1 pm, outside
the Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Price is $5
through December.

Home Meal Delivery
The Senior Center Meals on Wheels program
delivers lunch Monday through Friday. To sign up call
Deb at 459-6826, who can help fill out the application
form. Call 459-6826 the day before needed to schedule
home meal delivery. Delivered throughout Willits.
Thursday, September 9: Lemon Garlic Shrimp Pasta,
Garlic Bread, Green Salad
Friday, September 10: Chili Cheeseburger, Coleslaw,
Chips
Monday, September 13: Ortega Chicken, Rice Pilaf,
Veggie, Roll
Tuesday, September 14: Beef Fajitas, Rice & Beans,
Green Salad
Wednesday, September 15: Tuna Salad Sandwich,
Pasta Salad, Pickle
Thursday, September 16: Chicken Pasta Florentine,
Garlic Bread, Green Salad
Friday, September 17: Spare Ribs, Baked Beans,
Veggie, Cornbread
The Rules:

LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to
once every four weeks.
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits,
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.
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September
2021 update

By Supervisor John Haschak
While smoke covers the skies and fires are a constant
threat, there are some bright spots to create healthier
forests in our area.
The $5 million CCI Forest Health proposal for the
Northern Mendocino County Forest Health Collaborative
was approved. This project will provide ecological and
economic benefits in the Third District. Another proposal
submitted to the State Water Board for the Eel River
Road Sediment Treatment Project - Phase 2 was
approved for funding and will storm-proof two unpaved
road networks west of Brooktrails/Willits. Construction
will begin next spring. These projects will create safer,
healthier forests and communities.
The county received a settlement of $22.8 million from
PG&E for the 2017 Redwood Complex Fire. The tragedy
of the loss of life and harm inflicted on the communities
will not be forgotten. The goal of the funding is to make
our communities whole and better prepared for the
next emergency. With this funding, Long Valley Fire
Department will acquire a new ambulance, and Little
Lake and Brooktrails Fire Departments. will purchase
new Polaris UTV side by side rescue vehicles. All fire
departments will receive an additional $20,000 for
emergency medical supplies. Mendocino Fire Safe
Council operations will be fully funded for five years;
the defensible space assistance program will receive
$500,000 and another $500,000 for hazardous tree
removal. A community chipper was acquired with a
Coastal Conservancy grant. These projects will prevent
wildfire destruction, provide our first responders with
more of the tools they need, and make our communities
more resilient.
The referendum to rescind the new cannabis ordinance
had more than 800 signatures over the required
number. The board of supervisors has two options:
Either rescind the ordinance or put it to a ballot for the
people to decide. A ballot would be costly, divisive, and
probably not happen until June of next year. My hope is
that the board rescinds the ordinance and that we get
to work on implementing the favorable components of
the ordinance, such as no water hauling, preservation
of agricultural soils, and limiting hoop houses, while
supporting the small growers so that they can get state
licensure.
Water issues continue as we pray for early and
abundant rains. The county will ship water from Ukiah
to the coast since the situation on the coast is dire.
The aquifers in Ukiah and the Third District are still
producing. The board discussed options on restricting
water hauling, since that is an ongoing concern for many
people who rely on wells. We are looking at limiting water
hauling to daylight hours, requiring detailed manifests of
where water is delivered, quantity, etc., and regulating
the sale of water from one’s well.
COVID-19 and the Delta variant surge have put a real
stress on our health systems. We are seeing over 50 new
cases a day, hospitals full, no beds available, elective
surgeries postponed, and more restrictions. Vaccination
clinics are still happening. For more information, go to
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/community/novelcoronavirus.
You can always contact me at haschakj@
mendocinocounty.org or 707-972-4214.

Willits
Weekly
We’re online
and in print
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and construction) from its Park well, at East Commercial
Street. The city has just installed two monitoring wells
in the vicinity of the Park well (a shallow well to a depth
of 30 feet and one to a depth of 110 feet) to assess any
impact such pumping may have on the aquifer or nearby
wells.
A third issue is a proposal to develop another well,
called the Long-20, near the Elias well, to serve as
additional back-up to the city’s primary reliance on
our surface-water reservoirs. An initial environmental
analysis will be available for public review soon, prior to
any decision by the Willits City Council to move forward.
The city council held a special meeting on September
1 at City Hall to provide information and seek public
comment on all of these water issues.
The update on the reservoir capacity on September 1:
We’re now at 63%. The Elias well treatment facility won’t
be on line for at least another month. Councilmembers
asked for some comparison projections of where that
might put us if there’s no rain for many months.
Mendocino County Supervisors John Haschak and
Glenn McGourty gave the council meeting an update
on the current proposal for addressing emergency
water supply to the coast – relying on Ukiah water being
trucked to Fort Bragg. There are still unresolved issues
about where the funds will come from, including what
share, if any, the recipients of the expensive shipped
water will pay.
Councilmembers voiced some concerns about the
Park well water truckers – volume of use and also
about its location affecting safety of park users. Staff will
bring back some options at the council’s September 29
meeting.
Over 20 members of the public attended on September
1, with many questions and comments about these
issues.
A Power Point presentation, “Update on City of Willits
Water System,” can be viewed online at: https://www.
cityofwillits.org/DocumentCenter/View/1061/City-ofWillits-Water-System-20210901

Other City of Willits updates
These updates are as of the end of August.
Capital Improvements & Budget: The Willits City Council
held a workshop on the draft Capital Improvements Plan
on August 23, considering about 70 projects that the city
hopes to accomplish over the next 10-year period. It’s
a challenge to set priorities, being realistic about funds
and how much our small staff can accomplish. The CIP
includes transportation, parks, public works, water and
wastewater systems, and community development. A
revised CIP will come back for council approval, possibly
in conjunction with the FY2021-22 budget (which has
been delayed due to staff shortages in our Finance
Department), probably in September or October.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Claws for a Cause

Above, from left: The life-size statue of Seabiscuit is the centerpiece of the dining area. Anna Judd
stands next to a painting she created by collaborating with staff and clients. Attendee Blake Kennon
wins the first drawing of the evening – an arrangement of flowers by Wil Gonzalez of Willits Flowers.

Lobster dinner and auction raises record amount
for the Seabiscuit Therapeutic Riding Center
“Lobsters can live to be 100 years old,”
auctioneer Tom Allman said, educating
the crowd about the star of the Claws for
a Cause fundraiser,
Mathew Caine
which
benefits
Features Writer
the
Seabiscuit
mathew@willitsweekly.com
Therapeutic Riding
Center. “In the early days, lobsters were
a poor person’s food,” he continued.
Certainly not today. “They taste with their
feet and their brain is in their throats.”
The extremely useful facts continued:
“Lobsters grow up to as much as four feet
long and can weigh as much as 40 pounds.
Three point five ounces of lobster are only
96 calories and contain two grams of fat.”
And the kicker: “lobsters are not red in
nature. They are green, yellow or blue.”
This all was relayed as the 300-plus
diners were tearing their way through the
hapless, perfectly cooked crustaceans. Not
that it made a difference to the enjoyment
and fun of the evening’s meal, which started
with individually packed healthy appetizers,
to avoid too much human contact prior to
distribution.
There were several extra precautions
taken in order to be able to produce the
event this year. People did not gather

indoors to pick from the array of appetizers
as in the past. There were no underage
servers and the diners were called up in
small groups, table by table, to first get their
filet mignon and then their lobster from two
tents. The entire event was held outdoors
amidst a gentle breeze.
As the attendees arrived, they were
checked in by Willits High School Principal
Michael Colvig, who conquered the use of
the credit-card software, by donating $20
of his own. They were given a decorative
pin to remind them of the cause for
which they were gathered, the Seabiscuit
Therapeutic Riding Center, which has been
improving the lives of many challenged
youth and some adults for numerous years
at their location on Ridgewood Ranch. The
attendees could, at this point, purchase
tickets for drinks and desserts and proceed
to a table where they were assigned bidding
paddles for the live auction and possibly
win some early prizes.

Above, left: Rotarian Shawna Handschug helps to
prepare the lobsters prior to cooking. Above, right:
Lucy Kramer and Cody Bartholomew bid on one of
the final items.
At left: Appetizers are prepackaged this year for
safety.
Below, left: A sweatshirt with a logo designed by
Finn Okie, one of the Seabiscuit Therapeutic Riding
Center students, is for sale. Below, right: Rotarians
Kyle Brandon and Joe Bratt are in charge of cooking
the crustaceans.

Of the 40 tables, many were occupied
by the “Diamond Sponsors” which were
NC Financial, Adventist Health Howard
Read the rest of

Claws

Over on Page 12

Under new (since January 2021) City Manager Brian
Bender, each department now provides a monthly
summary of accomplishments, status, and projects
for the upcoming month. These detailed reports are
available at our website www.cityofwillits.org. Just a few
highlights from the end of August:
Community Development Department is:
• Working with consultants, beginning the
environmental review phase of the Willits Rail Trail
project;
• Working with consultants to draft the Urban Forestry
Management Plan (expected to be on the Council’s
agenda on Sept. 8, with a final plan scheduled for
adoption on Oct. 27);
• Developing the City Flood Emergency Response
Plan;
• Working on code enforcement (especially to abate
fire hazards);
• Implementing the vacant commercial building
program (a public information workshop is anticipated
for September);
• Developing a program, using Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) loan funds, to support
local businesses; and
• Working toward long-range plans for updating
the City’s Sphere of Influence (for potential future
annexations, to provide more housing opportunities),
General Plan, and Zoning Code.
The Engineering Department is also working on the
Rail Trail project; installing monitoring wells near the Park
well to assess its potential impact; reviewing comments
on the Dam Inundation Map; with LACO Associates,
preparing a draft Emergency Action Plan; publishing
a revised Draft Initial Study for the Groundwater
Improvement (Long-20 well) Project expected to be out
for public review in early September; and managing
ongoing road improvement priorities and contracts as
well as encroachment permits.
The Public Works Department continues to work
on many projects, including: park and tennis court
improvements; weed, roadside litter and homeless
encampment abatement; removing graffiti; supporting
the Redwood Food Bank with their bi-monthly food
distributions; fire abatement; storm drain cleaning; and
(always) pavement restoration and pothole patching.
The Utilities Department runs the water and wastewater
treatment plants, as well as maintaining the water
distribution and sewage collection systems. As such,
they are always working to repair and improve water
and sewage systems, and keep the plants operating and
meeting all health and safety standards. They are also
starting a Tesla battery backup project at the wastewater
treatment plant.

OPEN 9 AM TO MIDNIGHT DAILY!

FRIDAY, 9/17:

10 am: Wool & Fiber Show
2 pm: Bean Spiiing Contest
5 pm: Apple Bowl - Football
8 pm: Dance Huckleberry Road

SATURDAY, 9/18:

9 am: Beef Show
1 pm: Cutest Show on Earth
8 pm: CCPRA Rodeo
9:30 pm: Dance - Dean Titus
& the Coyote Cowboys

SUNDAY, 9/19:

10 am: Sheep Dog Trials
10 am: Vintage Car Show
Noon: Parade
2 pm: CCPRA Rodeo
6:30 pm: Dance Mariachi Tarasco

SEPTEMBER 17, 18 & 19 AT THE

BOONVILLE
FAIRGROUNDS

See full schedule online: hhp://mendocountyfair.com/
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September 11th & 12th
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Free Events during both days
include demonstrations
of antique equipment including:
•Bucyrus-Erie 50B Steam Shovel
•Caterpillar Tractors
•Steam Donkeys
•Hit and Miss engines
•Mack AB and Mack AC trucks
•Kelley Springﬁeld Road Roller
•Sea Biscuit Diamond T-truck
•Double header locomotives
(Bluestone Mining #1 and
Port of Olympia #2)
•And lots more!
Passenger steam train rides
both Saturday and Sunday.
Our famous BBQ is back in
the Recreation Grove Park
Saturday, Sept. 11th.
Tickets on sale soon.
Sunday we will have
steam printing in the park

Other department reports include work and
improvements at the airport, and a summary of police
activities and oversight. (Details for all departments
available at the City of Willits website.)

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Roots of Motive Power
39th Annual Steam Festival

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for more details
or at www.rootsofmotivepower.com
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Puzzle Page
Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

August 23 to September 5

HOW TO

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 288 incidents in this
14-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests
August 23

5:46 am: Officers responded to a report
of a prowler in the 1400 block of Baechtel
Road.
10:34 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 200 block of
South Main Street.
10:55 am: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of Gregory
Lane.
12:19 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1500 block of
South Main Street.
4:22 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 800 block of South
Main Street.
6:11 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 400 block of East
Commercial Street and issued a warning.
7:50 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle theft
investigation in the 1600 block of South
Main Street.

August 24

BOIL
BROIL
CHILL
CHOP
COMBINE
CREAM
CUBE
CUT
DESSERT

DICE
DINNER
DOT
DRAIN
FLOUR
FOLD
FRYING
GARNISH
GRATE

GREASE
GRILL
INGREDIENT
KNEAD
MEAL
PAN FRY
PASTRY
PEELING
ROLL

SALTY
SAUTE
SIFTED
SIMMER
STOVETOP
SUGAR
SWEETENED
TOSS
WHIP

6:47 am: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 1200 block of Blosser
Lane.
4:04 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 200 block of East Valley
Street.
8:17 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run
vehicle collision investigation in the 100
block of East San Francisco Avenue.
10:12 pm: GOLDSTEIN, Robert
Benjamin (43) of Willits was contacted
near the intersection of Harms Lane and
Mill Street. He was arrested pursuant to
23152 (B) VC (Driving Under the Influence
of Alcohol with a Blood Alcohol Content
of 0.08 Percent or Higher), 23578 VC
(Enhanced DUI Penalty for Excessive
Blood Alcohol Content or Refusal), and on
misdemeanor charges of driving under the
influence of alcohol with a blood alcohol
content of 0.15 percent or higher.
11:14 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity near the intersection
of Barbara Lane and Railroad Avenue.

August 25

8:53 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 400 block of McKinley
Street.
11:06 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1700 block of South
Main Street and issued a warning.
12:44 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 200 block of School
Street.
8:08 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of East Oak
Street.

August 26

CLUES ACROSS
1. It governs Federer and
Nadal's sport
4. Golden apple tree
8. Central Mexican river
10. Horn
11. Egg-shaped
12. With tooth
13. French modernist
painter
15. Disprove
16. Painful intestinal
obstruction
17. Baby shoes
18. Make the grade
21. Type of screen
22. Christian fraternal
organization (abbr.)
23. Computer giant
24. When you hope
to get there
25. Corporate executive
title (abbr.)
26. Shout of welcome
or farewell
27. Imaginary awards for
good deeds
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34. A citizen of Iran
35. It can be sounded
36. Making dirty
37. Romanian city
38. Baking ingredient
39. Share a common
boundary with
40. Succulent plants
41. Penny
42. Jr. U.S. Senator Paul
43. 'Laurie Partridge'
actress Susan

CLUES DOWN
1. A type of bomb
2. Pacific island country
3. Earth is one
4. A place to gather
around
5. Expressed opposite
views
6. Group that lives near
Siberia
7. Ore deposit
9. Language related
to Eskimo
10. Narrative piece

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

of music
12. The distance covered
by normal stride
14. Glycoprotein hormone
(abbr.)
15. Mathematical term
(abbr.)
17. Popular beer
19. Jabbing
20. Historic Swedish castle
23. Humorous expressions
24. Christmas and New
Year's Day each have
one
25. Filled up
26. Nerve that serves
the forearm (abbr.)
27. One of British descent
28. A way to get at
29. Food-related allergic
reaction
30. Group of arteries near
the pelvis
31. Picked up
32. Being three in one
33. Obscene
34. Dravidian language
36. Growl

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

12:53 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
South Main Street.
1:50 pm: Officers responded to a
domestic disturbance in the 400 block of
South Main Street.
5:47 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of East San
Francisco Avenue.
10:23 pm: SMITH, Joseph Shane (39) of
Willits was contacted near
the intersection of North
Main Street and State
Street. He was arrested on
misdemeanor charges of
violation of probation.

August 27

of South Humboldt Street and East Valley
Street and issued a warning.
6:54 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 300 block of
South Main Street.
7:56 pm: Officers responded to a
domestic disturbance in the 1400 block of
South Main Street and issued a warning.
9:33 pm: SANDERS, Rhonda Rennee
(60) of Willits was contacted in the 100
block of West Van Lane. She was arrested
pursuant to 11550 (A) H&S (Under the
Influence of a Controlled Substance) and
1203.2 PC (Violation of Probation).
11:47 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1100 block of Magnolia
Avenue and issued a warning.

August 29

1:46 am: CARRERA, Juan (33) of Ukiah
was contacted in the 1700 block of South
Main Street. He was arrested pursuant to
23152 (A) VC (Driving Under the Influence
of Alcohol) and 23152 (B) VC (Driving
Under the Influence of Alcohol with a Blood
Alcohol Content of 0.08 Percent or Higher).
8:42 am: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Commercial Street.
10:24 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 100 block of North
Main Street.
12:12 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run
vehicle collision investigation in the 100
block of Creekside Court.
3:34 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity near the intersection
of Hazel Street and Locust Street.
6:48 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
Bush Street.
7:16 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 100 block of
Marcela Drive and issued a warning.
7:44 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 1700 block of
South Main Street.
8:14 pm: COLLER, Arthur Simon (31)
of McKinleyville was contacted in the
200 block of North Lenore Avenue. He
was arrested pursuant to 602 (O) PC
(Trespassing), 647 (H) PC (Loitering to
Commit a Crime), on felony charges of
violation of parole, and on misdemeanor
charges of violation of probation.

August 30

11:24 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 1700 block of
South Main Street and issued a warning.
11:34 am: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 1000 block of South
Main Street.
4:13 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of
South Main Street.

Room to Grow

Sparetime Supply’s new headquarters on
Commercial Street nears completion
“We’re thinking we might be able to move
in some office staff within the next month,”
said Jaime Wilkes, chief administration
officer at Sparetime Supply. “We’re still
waiting on AT&T to
install our internet
Mathew Caine
Features Writer
tech. I think that
mathew@willitsweekly.com
they’re
almost
done and then we
will slowly phase-over office staff, two or
so people at a time. We have a small IT
department. Those guys will have a lot of
work to do. They have to swap everything
to over here. Our staff is super excited to
move but they’ve been very patient. They
know we’re almost to the end and they can
see the light at the end of the tunnel.”
As such projects go, it has not really
been that long from concept to purchase of
the property to redesign to production and
completion. Of course, it’s still much longer
than the wholesale division of Sparetime
Supply would like, having been eager to
make the move from their original location
which they are rapidly outgrowing.
“We still refer to it as the Little Lake
Building,” mused Wilkes. “That's what the
community remembers it as. Hopefully
they will start calling it the new Sparetime
Building but I'm sure that will take a while.”
Traditions (and names) die hard, but once
occupied, the building, across from Mendo
Mill on Commercial Street in Willits, will take
on a personality of its own. Walking through
the new offices and warehouse space of
Sparetime Supply, the renovation of which is
almost complete, one can imagine the busy
hum of dozens of employees, taking and
filling orders, stocking, supplying, shipping
and receiving in an efficient and organized
manner. With the new building, designed
for their particular use, growth should be
possible in a way that was not possible in
the old location, although both places will
continue to be utilized.
The new space will have 6,500 square
feet of office and a whopping 65,000
square feet of warehouse area, which will
be ultimately filled with seemingly miles of
racking, bolted to the new concrete floor.
The warehouse, which for many years was
partitioned into two main spaces, has been
consolidated into one cavernous room.
The renovation, as is required by the
current laws, will have all ADA-equipped
bathrooms and entrances, and lights that
are LED and activated by motion switches

August 31

12:24 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle
theft investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
3:34 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Commercial Street.
5:50 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1100 block of
South Main Street.
7:00 pm: DEGURSE, Nathan Paul
(23) of Willits was contacted in the 1700
block of South Main Street. He was
arrested pursuant to 21310
PC (Carrying a Concealed
Dirk or Dagger), 11364
H&S (Possession of Drug
Paraphernalia), and 1203.2
PC (Violation of Probation).

to add to the efficiency and cost savings.
All switches are “hands-free, so no one
has to touch them,” according to General
Contractor Adrian Fisher of Big Fish
Construction. Each cubicle in the office
space is equipped with ergonomic designs,
locking personal cabinetry, and doublemonitor mounts.
“We’re extremely pleased with this new
location,” said Wilkes. “We were a little
disappointed that it has taken longer than
anticipated. All of the contractors that we
hired have done an excellent job. Big Fish
and Smith Concrete did the floor. R&M did
a lot of the dirt work – it’s Ryan Mayfield’s
company. Cottage Craft Designs’ John
Sherman used to be the city inspector.
Adrian hires good crews and subcontractors.
They’re quality of work is really good.
“We have 120 employees total. About
20 are in our Oregon location and the rest
are here in Willits. We have about 100 here
and we need more. It’s hard to find good
employees. We have several positions open
in the office and in the yard. They have to be
able to pass a drug test. We operate heavy
equipment, so the insurance companies
require the drug test. We have Facebook
posts or our Sparetime.com website has job
listings. They’re always able to just walk into
our office and pick up an application. We’re
always hiring for seasonal work.”
Although there is still quite a bit of work to
do in the back parking lot and loading dock
area, Wilkes can begin to see the light at the
end of the tunnel and can begin very soon
to bring the distribution staff over a couple at
a time. In addition, Sparetime has five more
acres in back of the property on which to
build even more storage for their distribution
arm of the business, an expansion which
will soon be required due to the rapid rate
of growth that the company has been
experiencing.
“We haven’t had a slowdown due to
COVID,” Wilkes mused. “During the
lockdown, everybody started their own
gardens. We actually had an increase in
sales. I think the whole garden industry
thrived. People couldn’t work and they were
at home growing their own food.”
For more information or to inquire as to
employment, visit www.sparetimesupply.
com or their Facebook page, or email info@
sparetimesupply.com, call 800-842-3276, or
walk in to their current location at 475 East
San Francisco Street.

SHANG-CHI & The

TRANSCENDENCE
Legend
of the 10 Rings
57 East Commercial Street - Willits

707-459-NOYO (6696)
www.noyotheatre.com

VIDEO
GAMES
ON THE
BIG SCREEN
Starts
Friday,
Sept.
17:
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

CRY MACHO

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel

Below: This building,
formerly the home of Little
Lake Industries, is getting
a fresh coat of red paint,
beginning with a white base
coat.
Photos by Mathew Caine

PAWRIO2
PATROL,
The Movie

CAPT. AMERICA:
CANDYMAN
Winter Soldier
(R)
(PG 13) 2hr 16mins
1 hr 31 mins
Fri.:
4:10, 6:20 & 8:30pm
Sat./Sun.:
2:00, 4:10, 6:20 & 8:30pm
Mon.-Thurs.:
4:10, 6:20 & 8:30pm

(G)
(G) 1hr 45mins
1 hr 26 mins
Fri.:
3:45, 5:45 & 7:45pm
Sat./Sun.:
1:45, 3:45, 5:45 & 7:45pm
Mon.-Thurs.:
3:45, 5:45 & 7:45pm

Private Screenings
Available.
@ 707-354-3295
to schedule.
Masks Tightwad
Required Tuesday
This Week’s
Titles
are Call
in Lois
RED
- All tickets:
$5

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

September 1
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(PG13)
(PG
13) 2 hrs
2 hrs 12 mins
Fri.:
4:30 & 7:30pm
Sat./Sun.:
1:30, 4:30 & 7:30pm
Mon.-Thurs.:
4:30 & 7:30pm

At left: General Contractor
Adrian Fisher and Jaime
Wilkes of Sparetime Supply
are dwarfed by the immense
warehouse area.

Movie
forfor
September
10 thru September 16
MovieTimes
Times
4/18 - 4/24

Furniture Room

9:53
am:
Officers
6:08
pm:
Officers
responded to a report of
initiated a vehicle theft
illegal camping in the 1600
investigation in the 300
block of South Main Street
block of Raymond Lane.
and issued a warning.
7:04
pm:
Officers
11:11 am: Officers initiated
responded to a report of
a theft investigation in the
an unwanted subject in the
800 block of South Main
1000 block of South Main Nathan Degurse, 23, of Willits.
Street.
Street.
5:51
pm:
Officers
August 28
responded to a report of trespassing in the
12:46 am: Officers responded to a report 200 block of Shell Lane.
of trespassing in the 800 block of Railroad
10:12 pm: Officers responded to a report
Avenue and issued a citation.
of suspicious activity in the 1400 block of
11:21 am: Officers responded to a report Baechtel Road.
of suspicious activity in the 1100 block of
September 2
Magnolia Avenue.
12:30 pm: Officers responded to a report
12:23 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 200 block of
of illegal camping in the 800 block of South
South Main Street and issued a warning.
Main Street.
4:01 pm: Officers responded to a report Read the rest of
WPD Over on Page 11
of suspicious activity near the intersection
Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

At left: The customer parking lot has been totally redone with new asphalt. Above: One of the break
rooms provides a pleasant place to eat lunch or to take a break. Below, left: Some of the pallet
racking is in place and bolted to the new concrete floor. Below, right: This interior started out as a
bank but has been repurposed as an office space. At bottom: New sidewalks have been installed,
which will benefit pedestrian traffic.

Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday thru Friday

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I N C

Lic# 679517

SEE’S CANDY
YEAR ROUND

707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL 459-6826
1501 BAECHTEL ROAD • WILLITS
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September 11 Firehouse
Dedication this weekend
The Grand Opening Dedication & Open House for the new Willits Fire
Station 54 on East Commercial Street is set for Saturday, September 11,
from 9 am to 2 pm.
The schedule for the event includes: 9 am: Flag Ceremony by the
American Legion Post 174; 9:15 am: 9/11 Tribute; 10 am: Ribbon (Hose)
Cutting; 10:15 am: Firehouse Dedication.
Tours of the new firehouse will be offered from 11 am to 2 pm, along with
silent and live auctions, bounce houses, fire dancers, and face painting,
and live music from The Bassics. Tickets for a BBQ Lunch will be sold in
advance: $25 adult, $10 child; tickets are available at Sparetime Supply,
J.D. Redhouse, or the Willits Senior Center, or call 707-841-7758.
This event is sponsored by Little Lake Fire Protection District, along
with Willits Rotary, Willits Lions Club, Soroptimist, American Legion Post
174, 4H, FFA, Boy/Girl Scouts, Willits Chamber of Commerce, and Willits
Senior Center.
All proceeds will go toward furnishing the new firehouse.
Follow Willits Fire Protection District on Facebook at "Willits Fire
Station 54"
– Little Lake Fire Protection District

Above: Capt. Harry So from the Brooktrails Township Fire Department poses with the Brooktrails water tender in front
of the Sierra at Tahoe Mountain Resort sign. At right, above: Brooktrails Water Tender 5290 loads up a Husky water tub
to distribute the load of water they’ve just shuttled to the fire front. At right: “Serving Our Community with Dedication &
Pride,” the Brooktrails Fire motto, is displayed on the side of Water Tender 5290.

Local firefighters provide water
support at Caldor Fire

Putting the sign up at the
new Willits Fire Station 54.
Photo by Anita
Elliott Wagenet

“Since Water Tender 5290 left for the Caldor last Monday,”
Brooktrails Fire Chief Jon Noyer posted on social media, “they
have been on the frontline providing water support. They are
transporting an average of 15,000 gallons a day, which means
non-stop shuttles in 12-hour shifts. We are proud to be able to
support the operations of this incident.”

The four-hour workshop was packed with interesting,
fun, enlightening, sobering and hopeful facts. Topics were
presented by five respected scientists / ecologists from
different organizations and areas.

Noyer explained: “Typically we form up with other units from our
county, however due to the need for resources, mixed teams are
formed up from different counties to fill the slots.

Photo courtesy Mendocino County Sheriff

Fire on Cropley

As of CalFire’s Tuesday morning update, the Caldor Fire was
reported to be 49 percent
contained, after burning
216,646 acres. Caldor
Fire started August 14,
with the cause still under
investigation.

Later, after that hopeful message, she emphasized: “Just so
you know, you folks in Willits have a pristine watershed here.
There’s no industry up above where your water’s coming from.
It’s beautiful and special.” She explained that Conservation
Works has been bringing students up there to teach them
what makes a pristine watershed and about the relationships
formed with grasslands, wetlands, forests, living creatures,

Above: Alina Nuebel from Conservation Works teaches
the jingle for identifying grasses from look-alikes, like
these sedges, “Sedges have edges. Rushes are round.
Grasses are hollow with feet on the ground.” At right:
A pile of bear scat is evidence of the predator in the
area.

"WINNING!"

Exit 568, Willits, CA
Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

The organizer of the workshop, Oona Heacock, explained
that Conservation Works – which covers Marin, Sonoma,
Mendocino and Lake counties – has been working on
the Willits watershed for about 3 1/2 years. “We’ve been
working on bringing all our programs to the Willits and Ukiah
communities.”
Conservation Works recently partnered with California’s
Climate Action Corps program. “Ours is one of the first projects
that are being launched all over California to take action on
climate change,” Heacock explained. “Fires, smoke, drought
are all affecting the environment and the health of our people.
We and the State of California Action Corps believe that it is
us, as a community, who can make a difference. By working
together in our small ways, big ways, whatever ways, we can
take action on climate change.”

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

fire, carbon sequestration, climate change, and others integral
to ecosystem health.
The group made their first stop on the tour up the mountain.
They visually explored a grassland / wetland area intersecting
with forest.
During her talk about grasses, Nuebel, whose life priority is
“helping people relieve themselves of their plant blindness,”
talked about how much we rely on grasses for food. She
mentioned corn, millet, sorghum and rice seeds as worldwide
sources of carbohydrate calories. “So, grasses are super,
super, super important for us just staying alive,” she added.
In her talk, which covered many specifics, Nuebel made
the distinction between annual and perennial plants: “Does
the plant have a one-year life cycle or many-year life cycle?
In grasses this gets extremely relevant. An annual grass is
a sprinter. On the other hand, our perennial friends have a
different approach to life. They know to pace themselves.”
Their extensive biomass is underground as roots,
sometimes as deep as 9-to-20 feet. She also informed that
the percentage of California native, perennial grasses has
shrunk due to overgrazing, building on grasslands, and other
stewardship practices unfavorable to their propagation. The
loss of them has weakened ecosystem biodiversity. There’s
less underground carbon sequestration, less water retention,
less animal and insect life.
According to Nuebel, “These are the things that
grasslands are doing for us while we’re not paying attention:
sequestering carbon through the production of massive
structures underground where we can’t see them; allowing
water infiltration for rejuvenation of the aquifer. This allows
the landscape to retain water overall. They’re an incredible
reservoir of biodiversity: arthropod, bird, mammal, predator
and herbivore, fungal, and soil microbe life. And when you
have an intact old-growth grassland, good stuff is happening
there,” she beamed.
Marisela de Santa Anna, a biologist working with MCRCD
on the Willits Bypass Mitigation Land, who specializes in the
relationship between wildlife and plants in various ecosystems,
brought the grasslands and forests more alive with stories about
different wildlife like the endangered grasshopper sparrows:
Read the rest of

Grasslands

Over on Page 12

www.svrcasino.com

HOW DOES
YOUR
SAY,
* See Player's
Club ForFACE
Details

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

“Today we’re going to talk about and learn about grassland
ecosystems and what they’re doing for us when we’re not
paying attention,” Alina Nuebel, a conservationist for the
organization Conservation Works, told the group, setting the
stage for a lively workshop.

– Jennifer Poole

Calls about black smoke in the area of Cropley Lane and
Blosser Lane in Willits started coming in right before 7 pm on
Monday, September 6.
Little Lake Fire and Brooktrails Fire departments responded
and made quick work of what turned out to be a couple of
vehicles on fire, one of them an RV or trailer.
Willits Police Department and Mendocino County Sheriff’s
Office also responded. MCSO sent out Nixle alerts – Willits
Weekly received email and text messages at 7:04 pm advising
of a current fire in the area of Cropley Lane. “Fire and law
enforcement personnel are on scene; please use situational
awareness and stay out of the area,” the Nixle alert read.
The 7:38 pm Nixle update reported: “The fire on Cropley
Lane has been contained, and forward progress has been
halted. Estimated time of 1 hour for fire department mop up.”
To sign up for Nixle alerts, text your zip code to 888777
– Jennifer Poole
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The following is a distillation of the richly packed collections
of facts, ideas, discussions, and fascinating points made by
those dedicated people who led the group.

Rest assured, we are covered and ready to respond in our own
community!”

Responders get
containment quickly

Grassland Ecosystems
On Saturday, August 24, nine people and five presenters
met at the Centennial Reservoir to learn about the importance
of grasslands on Earth, with boots-on-the-ground experiences
in the Willits watershed. The workshop presenters were there
to help people understand how native,
Ree Slocum
perennial grasses serve in sequestering
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com
carbon, nutrients and water, while
creating more biodiversity in an
ecosystem and helping heal the effects of climate change.

Capt. Harry So from the Brooktrails Township Fire Department
and Engineer Mike Cornwall from Little Lake Fire left on August
30, with Brooktrails Fire’s Water Tender 5290.

Above: Dark black smoke could be seen clearly from Locust
Street as the fire on Cropley Lane started Monday night. At right:
Firefighters work to put out the flames quickly and safely.

Above, left: Nancy MacFarlane shows a graphic illustrating root structures at progressive growth times of annual wheat on the left and
perennial kernza grain on the right. Kernza wins the carbon sequestration prize with its deep root system. “This is why perennial native
grasses are extremely important. They scrub CO2 out of the air,” she stated. Above, right: The workshop presenters pose for a photo: from left,
Marisela de Santa Anna, a biologist working with MCRCD on the Willits Bypass Mitigation Land; Katherine Gabor, an environmental educator
from the Climate Action Corps; Nancy MacFarlane, a Climate Action Corps fellow; Oona Heacock, executive director of Conservation Works
and organizer the workshop; and Alina Nuebel, a conservationist for Conservation Works.

Willits is home to native perennial grasses, which sequester
carbon and help mitigate climate change

Two area firefighters have been working at the Caldor Fire in
Amador/El Dorado counties as part of the Contra Costa County
Task Force XCC2025.

Photo by Maureen Jennison

Photos by
Ree Slocum

~Barry Weiss
www.svrcasino.com
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OBITUARY |

Ari Lacelle

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490
Where love is first
and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:
10:00 a.m. - Worship
Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church
803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
707-303-5456
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Burton Jernigan
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

The Church of
Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490
ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom

i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

Grace Community
Church
Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Modified Worship Service
10 a.m.
Other ministries suspended
for now.
For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church
61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Confessions by appointment:
459-2252
Sunday Mass inside:
9:00 a.m. English
10:30 a.m. Spanish
Saturday Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Covid guidelines apply.
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177
Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom
Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School
following the service.
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

Blue Zones Project in
Mendocino County is launched
Submitted by the Blue Zones Project
Adventist Health and Blue Zones LLC announced the
launch of Blue Zones Project last month to help residents
of Mendocino County live longer, better lives.
Blue Zones Project Mendocino County joins the recently
launched Blue Zones Project in Upper Napa Valley as
Northern California areas where Adventist Health is
introducing this unique community-driven well-being
improvement initiative as part of its commitment to the
populations it serves.
Mendocino County is supported by three Adventist
Health campuses: Howard Memorial in Willits; Mendocino
Coast in Fort Bragg; and Ukiah Valley in Ukiah, all of which
will work in close collaboration with other local stakeholders
to promote healthy choices and habits in the region.
Based on research on the world’s longest-lived
communities by National Geographic Fellow and bestselling author Dan Buettner, Blue Zones Project is the
leading nationwide well-being improvement initiative.
Blue Zones Project is a first-of-its-kind population health
initiative that helps entire communities get healthier by
optimizing public policy, social connections and the places
and spaces where people spend the most time so that
healthy choices are easy and accessible.
Participating communities have seen double-digit drops
in obesity and smoking rates, economic investment in
downtown corridors, grant funding awards to support
policies and programs aimed at improving health equity,
and measurable savings in healthcare costs.
“Our mission at Adventist Health to live God’s love is
part of our calling to care for communities. In many ways,
the measures and sustainable practices of Blue Zones
Project align closely with this responsibility to improve
well-being for our community and our team,” said Judson
Howe, president of Adventist Health in Mendocino County.
“The decision to introduce Blue Zones Project to
Mendocino County comes at a particularly critical time in
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,” Howe continued,
“and we see this initiative as an essential step in helping
all community members recover in environments that
support their health and sense of connection.”
In May 2021, Blue Zones Project and Adventist Health
initiated a site assessment of Mendocino County, meeting
with community leaders from across the county to begin
to understand readiness for and scope of a Blue Zones
Project in Mendocino County.
The assessment covered areas that Blue Zones Projects
engage, including the built environment, food and tobacco
policy, worksites, schools, faith-based organizations and
civic and non-profit groups. The assessment team was
impressed with the broad level of support demonstrated
across all sectors, and the commitment of community
leaders, local organizations and volunteers to bring Blue
Zones Project to Mendocino County.
“Never before in our lifetimes has there been a greater
focus on
Read the rest of

Blue Zones

Ari Lacelle: born Marie Ethel Fish, April
19, 1937, Danville, New York; passed, July
17, 2021, Willits, California. Born at home,
the third of four children
to Docia and Paul
Fish; the family moved
to California in 1948.
Married to Lynn Stoller
in 1954, Ari leaves three
children;
Rebecca,
Rand and Brad, and
one
granddaughter,
Sophia.
The couple traveled
the world and spent
two years in Australia
with Lynn’s job with
IBM before returning to
the states where they
divorced in 1967. Marie trained as a Special
Ed teacher, becoming “Ari” when writing
her name on a blackboard in colored chalk
and the M and E magically disappeared.
Ari married Loren Lacelle in 1971 in LA,
and they moved to Willits in January of
1977 to join the New Dawn Commune on
Hollands Lane. That summer they built their
home without power tools out Sherwood
Road and began a mail order business,
“Down Home Comforters.” Following them
to Willits from LA and Tahoe were the
Goods, Warburtons, Grahams, Hinckers

and Ari’s brother Taran Fish. Eventually
Loren moved to Guatemala. working
with a Quaker Scholarship program
for indigenous women. They ultimately
divorced. and Loren passed on in 2016. Ari
partnered with Jon Filarski for the past 29
years, until his recent passing.

Ari
will
be
remembered for her
laugh, her blunt, honest way and her
colorful long skirts. She tolerated little
guile and was known for her frankness and
charm. Ready to move on when life wasn’t
fun anymore, she had the courage to end
it herself. She will be missed and held with
love by those left behind.

https://willitsca.adventistchurch.org

All are welcome!

Willits United Methodist

A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 10:45 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com

Life Radius: the area
close to home where
we spend 90 percent
of our lives.

Firewood for Sale
The rest of

Blue Zones
From Page 8

Current Job Openings:

Sally Gearhart
Everyone is welcome to a Public Memorial
Celebration for Sally Miller Gearhart (1931 2021), on Sunday, September 19, at noon, at
Willits Recreation Grove Park, East Commercial
Street. Masks required.

Art Talk: ‘The Beginning
of Modern Art in America:
The Armory Show of 1913’
Submitted by WCA
Willits Center for the Arts presents, “The Beginning of Modern Art in America: The Armory
Show of 1913.” Art Historian Gary Martin will show and talk about how America became the
art capital of the world. The Armory Show was the first International show of art in America
and, despite its reception, this was an epoch-making show for the arts in America.
This presentation will happen Friday, September 10 at 6:30 pm; on the big screen in the
Great Room at the art center.
Willits Center for the Arts is located at 71 Commercial Street (next to the Noyo Theatre) in
Willits. Masks and social distancing are mandatory.
For more information, see www. willitscenterforthearts.org

Account Specialist III
Branch Librarian
Branch Librarian – Non-MLS
Caseworker
Cook
Corrections Deputy
COVID – Emergency Response Unit
Extra-Help Temporary Work
Deputy Public Defender I
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner In Training
Environmental Health Specialist I/II
Human Resources Manager
Program Specialist I/II
Screener
Senior Program Specialist
Sheriff’s Evidence Technician
Staff Assistant I/II
Staff Services Manager II
Substance Abuse Counselor I/II –
Fort Bragg
Supervising Deputy Probation Officer
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

Over on Page 9

EOE

A Celebration
of Life

707-459-5714
Saturdays: Meeting place
at church located at
399 W. Mendocino Avenue
Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service - 11:00 a.m.

Computer Help
Need help with your
computer?
PC,
Macintosh, Android and
IOS devices. Repairs,
configuration
and
tutoring: $50/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
uicearbhaill@gmail.com

The Celebration of Life planned for the
Art Center has been cancelled because
of COVID. In its place, a scattering of her
ashes with family and closest friends only,
will be held on her land October 2, at 2 pm.

MEMORIAL |

Marc Komer

Legal Document Assistant

For our dear friend David Knudsen who passed
away on January 15, 2021.
The Celebration will be held at Rec Grove on
September 10, 2021 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. We
will honor Dave through personal memories,
poems and songs. Please bring your own chairs
and water.
Due to current COVID protocols, please don’t
bring any food or alcoholic beverages. For
further information,contact Kathy Rippey at
(707) 459-0983 or krippey@yahoo.com.

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,
Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

www.mendolegaldocs.com

459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

DESTINATION:
Healthy Kids

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475

Tom Wake
Plumbing

april@willitsweekly.com

Ofﬁce: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

CLASSIFIEDS

Part-time bookkeeper for
nonprofit Willits office.
Good with the public.
Must be compassionate
with those less fortunate.
Excellent office and
computer skills. County
COVID
guidelines
compliance is required.
Apply to 229 E. San
Francisco Street, Willits.
Call with questions: 707
459-3333.

Active in community
projects,
including
AAUW where she
portrayed
Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Ari
also cooked meals for
“Our Daily Bread” for
several years. An active
member of swim groups
and the library Book
Lovers, she enjoyed
her friends, cooking,
sewing, reading and
gardening.

SAVE THE DATE

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

Bookkeeper
wanted

1 true cord of 16-inch
dry firewood, $300 and
up. Will deliver. Call 4592868.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Office Assistant III:
City of Willits: Salary:
$39,73.16 to 53,433.84
annually
DOQ/DOE.
Performs
specified
clerical and analytical
duties in support of City
Departments, with an
emphasis on Community
Development (Planning,
Building and Code
Enforcement functions).
Under close supervision,
incumbents
perform
the
more
routine
office
administrative
duties while learning
planning,
building,
and code enforcement
concepts and City
policies and procedures.
Incumbents’ work is
observed and reviewed
during performance and
upon completion. As
experience is gained,
there is more diversity
in assignments and
greater independence
of
action
within
established guidelines.
Tasks include, but are
not limited to: responds
to telephone inquiries,
greets
customers
and visitors of the
departments; maintains
communications with
customers
regarding
permits;
customer
service, both in person
and on the phone;
word processing and
other office machines/
computer equipment,
and other duties as
assigned. Application
Deadline:
Thursday,
Friday Sept 20, 2021,
by 4:00 P.M. Contact
Karen Stevenson at
(707) 459-7176 or
email
kstevenson@
cityofwillits.org

Community
Service
Officer I (CSO I): City of
Willits: Salary: $39,73.16
to 53,433.84 annually
DOQ/DOE.
Under
general supervision, a
CSO I performs a wide
variety of technical tasks
to ensure a safe and
humane environment
for the prisoners as
well as the Willits
Police
Department
Staff. The CSO I will
be responsible for the
management and day
to day operations of the
property and evidence
room. It is necessary
that CSO be available
to work a variety of
shift
assignments
including day, swing,
and graveyard shifts,
weekends, and holidays.
High School Diploma or
equivalent; Successful
completion of an STC
certified
Corrections
Officer core course or
ability to successfully
complete the course
within 18 months of
employment in the
position;
Completion
of a POST or STC
certified 832 PC course
or ability to complete
the course within 180
days of employment
in
the
position;
any
combination
equivalent to one (1)
year experience in
public contact work
environment, preferably
in a law enforcement
agency.
Possession
of a valid CA driver's
license,
excellent
physical condition: free
from any disqualifying
conditions cited in the
document
"Medical
Screening
Manual
for California Law
Enforcement" published
by the Commission on
Peace Officer Standards
and Training; Achieve
an acceptable rating in
the City's psychological
evaluation prior to
initial hiring. Vision:
Both eyes corrected
to 20/20 or 20/40
uncorrected. Application
Deadline:
Friday,
September 20, 2021,
by 4:00 P.M. Contact
Karen Stevenson at
(707) 459-7176 or
email
kstevenson@
cityofwillits.org

the behaviors that keep us well,
and the Blue Zones model lifts
For Rent
well-being at the community level
Office Space: 140 sq
by making healthy choices easier
ft, plus waiting area,
in all the places people live, work,
Central Heat, A/C,
learn and play,” said Ben Leedle,
centrally located, off
street parking, utilities
CEO of Blue Zones and coincluded. $250/ month.
founder of Blue Zones Project.
707-354-2473
“We
look
forward
to
collaborating with community
leaders and stakeholders in
Free Chevy
empowering all residents of
Free 1978 Chevy pickup.
Mendocino County to live longer,
Great body, doesn't run.
better lives."
4 flat tires, you haul. 707972-1278
The launch of Blue Zones
Project Mendocino County
represents the beginning of a
multi-year collaborative effort that
Freezer Empty?
We can help!
involves the entire community
Due to health concerns
working together towards one
in Mendocino County,
common goal – to support and
Help Wanted
John Ford Ranch will be
inspire community health and
Merchandise Processor
taking meat box orders
well-being.
/Stocker. $14.50 Hour.
(not individual packPart Time (24 hours
age
orders)
for
pick-up:
All residents of Mendocino
weekly) Send resume
Rancher’s Choice Box
County are welcome and
to
wsidirector@
- 50 pounds: steaks,
encouraged to take part in
w i l l i t s s e n i o r c e n t e r.
roasts, and ground beef.
com. Please include
Blue Zones Project programs
Still $325 ($6.50 per
3 references or pick
pound). Hamburger Box:
and offerings, starting with the
up application at the
25
pound
box
of
hamRealAge Test – a scientifically
Willits Senior Center,
burger in 1 or 1.5 pound
based survey that provides an
1501 Baechtel Rd.
packages: $150. Natuestimate of the body’s “Real
or call Richard Baker
ral ranch-raised grass
at 459-6826 for more
Age” compared to biological,
fed beef, no hormones
information.
or antibiotics. Call 459and offers helpful tools on how to
5193
to
arrange
pick-up.
implement positive changes that
Leave a message, and
benefit both the individual, and
we’ll call back.
Help Wanted
community.
Outreach Worker. Earn
“We want to encourage all
as you learn. $15/Hour.
Furniture for Sale
residents of Mendocino County
32 Hours Weekly. Send
to take the RealAge Test to join
Antique
armoires,
RV/Trailer Space
resume to wsidirector@
dressers, big dog housus in our community’s journey to
for Rent
w i l l i t s s e n i o r c e n t e r.
es, large oak desk with
com (please include 3
better health,” added Tina TylerSpace for RV’s and
chair, treadle sewing
references) or pick up
Trailers
$425
per
O’Shea, executive director of
machine, and more
job application at the
month, includes water
Blue Zones Project Mendocino
misc. Can text photos:
Willits Senior Center,
& garbage. Close to
County.
707-367-2862
Safeway in Willits. Call
1501 Baechtel Road,
Tony (707) 510-5895.
“Aggregate community data
or call Richard Baker
See at “http://www.
at 459-6826 for more
from the results will be used to
oaknvine.net/tp”
Gleaners Update
information
help identify focus areas for the
Willits
Grateful
Gleaners
Blue Zones Project initiative, so
harvest fruit to share
it’s essential that all community
with people in need. If
Volunteers needed
voices participate as we work
you have extra or if you
Volunteers needed at Willits Food Bank! Office help and
are willing to help, call
together to make our county
Warehouse help. Must be compassionate about hungry
(707) 367-7391.
happier, and healthier. The test
and underprivileged people. Must be vaccinated against
is free, and individual results are
COVID and follow County guidelines. Call 707 459-3333
confidential.”
or visit 229 East San Francisco Street, across from
Gym Yard Sale
Sparetime Supply.
The local implementation team
Giant Gym Yard Sale –
will begin the leadership planning
Deep Valley Christian
phase this month, with a kickoff
School, 8555 Uva Drive,
Classified ads are just $10
Redwood Valley (across
event to follow early next year.
for 30 words for 2 weeks!
from
the
Broiler).
More information about Blue
Saturday, September 11
Deadline is every Monday!
Zones Project Mendocino County
– 8 am to 4 pm only.
is available at Mendocinocounty.
bluezonesproject.com.
Blue Zones Project is brought to Mendocino County through an innovative sponsorship with Adventist Health and in
partnership with Blue Zones, LLC. Adventist Health is a faith-based, nonprofit integrated health system serving more than
80 communities on the West Coast and Hawaii, as well as others across the U.S. through its Blue Zones organization,
a pioneer in taking a systemic and environmental approach to improving the health of entire cities and communities.
Through this work and other initiatives, Adventist Health is leading a 21st century well-being transformation movement.

✓ Sports physical


Online:

✓ Dental checkup


www.basrooﬁng.com

✓ Immunizations


Ca. Lic. #927007


✓ School supplies

Email:

✓ Masks


basrooﬁng@live.com
W.C. & G.L. insured

Make sure to put us on your Back-to-School checklist.
Call now to make an appointment. We’ll make it easy.
Call (707) 456-9600

Residential & Commercial
Serving areas of
Mendocino, Lake and
Sonoma Counties
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for an appointment
LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER
45 Hazel St., Willits

We accept Medi-Cal, Medicare, Partnership and other insurance.
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Willits Weekly | September 9, 2021

Willits Weekly | September 9, 2021

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Pg. 9

Blissful Bailey

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

'Shang-Chi and
the Legend of the Ten
Rings'

The Story: Marvel Comics origin story of Shang-Chi,
master of kung fu. Shaun (Simu Liu) works parking
cars in San Francisco and hangs loose with his best
party buddy Katy (Awkwafina). But there's no escaping
Destiny: Shaun's real
name is Shang-Chi. He's
hiding from his 1,000-yearold warlord father Xu
Wen
(Tony
Leung),
Dan Essman
ruthless
possessor
of the
Columnist
legendary Ten
Rings – terrifying
weapons
of
sorcerous power.
Xu Wen's thugs
kidnap ShangChi and Katy
who learn that
the world is
threatened by a
soul-devouring
horror from an
alien dimension.
My Thoughts:
Magical dragons
do battle. This
flick makes a
clear statement
about men and
women:
Men
want force and control, women want harmony and
embrace. Leiko, Shang's mother, taught her husband,
Xu Wen, and her young son to embrace harmony, and
that dominance and coercion are deceptive, even selfdestructive. When Shang's gentle and mysteriously
powerful mother Leiko is murdered, young Shang falls
under his father's unchecked influence; Shang becomes
an assassin.

Bailey is a happy young kitten who loves attention and getting pets.
She is 6 months old with medium black and white fur.
For more info about Bailey or to see the Mendocino County Animal
Shelter’s canine and feline guests, and for information about services,
programs, events and updates about COVID-19 and the inland shelter,
located at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, visit: www.mendoanimalshelter.
com. For information about adoptions, please call 707-467-6453.

Helping Brutus
Brutus is here today asking for your support to help him live a painfree life!
A year and a half ago we received a litter of American bulldog-mix
pups, the owners decided they wanted to keep a few pups from the
litter. But sadly, two weeks ago they had to surrender Brutus and his
brother, Sampson, to our shelter. We were so impressed by what nice,
calm dogs they were, especially Brutus who seemed incredibly mellow for a young large dog.
Unfortunately we soon found out that what appeared to be laidback was actually an injury. Brutus was lame in his back
area, he hobbled and limped and had a very wonky gait. Off to the vet he went for X-rays, where we soon found out he
had a cruciate tear to his left knee and a partial tear to his right knee.
Injuries like this are very painful and when we get his results back from
Wasson, we would love to schedule his TPLO surgery as soon as
possible to help Brutus live a pain-free life again.
Because this is a big dog, it will likely be a big bill. We are hoping
to get fundraising started, and our goal at this time is $4,000. When
we get an estimate, we will update you guys. Even just a few dollars
goes a long way in keeping our doors open. Our Humane Society runs
entirely on the donations of our community. Thank you for helping us
say “yes” to a dog like Brutus who comes with a huge and unexpected
medical bill.
We are also looking for a foster-to-adopt home for big-boy Brutus.
His foster family reports he is such a love, gives lots of kisses, and is
a joy to have in their home. He is so good with the children and will
make a great family dog. He is gentle and responsive, enjoys being
with people, and has adapted easily to their life. You can apply to add
Brutus to your family at www.mendohumanesociety.com.
The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino is located at 9700 Uva
Drive in Redwood Valley. Currently we are open by appointment only on Wednesday through Friday, and open to the public
Saturday through Sunday from 11 am to 3 pm, no appointment needed on the weekends! You may also look at our available
dogs and cats on our website: www.mendohumanesociety.com, our Facebook page, and on www.petfinder.com.

Ziva Blue Eyes
Ziva is a beautiful Anatolian shepherd / Siberian husky mix-breed
dog, who is a bit shy and aloof until she knows you. She weighs 52
pounds and is 5 years old. Her personality shines here at Milo. She
prefers to hang out in the backyard with her human instead of taking a
stroll, and would do wonderfully in a home where she can run around.
Ziva Blue Eyes is wary of strangers initially, but loves her friends and is
loyal and affectionate with those she knows and loves. She is protective
and on the alpha-side with other dogs. She does have her dog friends
but is selective. She is best as an only dog in an adult-only home.
Experienced dog owners only!
If you would like more info about Ziva, visit www.milofoundation.org
or the Milo Foundation Sanctuary Facebook page. The sanctuary is
currently doing pet adoptions by appointment only due to COVID-19.
Please complete a pet-adoption application before requesting an
appointment. You can reach the Milo Foundation at 510-900-2275.

I enjoyed the movie, the dragons and other fantasy
creatures, the humor, the martial arts. I loved the actors,
especially Tony Leung. He plays Shang's father Xu Wen
as ruthless, and as vulnerable. He has to be noted! Mr.
Leung is a brilliant screen presence.
Parents: Young children believe what they see. They
are affected deeply by the death of a parent in a movie,
especially the mother. You all know your kids. Because
Shang's mother dies, I think children under 10 would find
this action flick upsetting, even scary.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality attenuated
by the wisdom of the imagination.

COUGAR’S CLOSET II
MINI-STORAGE

707-259-0159 or 707-459-4599
Lincoln Realty
1661-A South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490
— Formerly —

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606

Kimberly’s Jewelry

Inventory
Close-Out Sale
Open Wednesday
through Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
through Saturday,
September 18.

675 S Main St, Willits, CA 95490
105 W Clay St, Ukiah, CA 95482
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com**
WHY USE COLD CREEK COMPOST?
CLOSE
THE
LOOP

SAVE
MONEY

REDUCE
ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT

GROW
MORE

coldcreekcompost.com
(707) 485-5966
@ColdCreekCompost
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EA # 00105934 • CA DRE # 01854336 • CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from
any other named entity. *These services are not offered through Cetera Financial
Specialists LLC **Investment email

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Sculpture

• Cough
• Difficulty breathing
Please take time to make
sure our Tribal Elders have
regular meals and clean
drinking water and are kept
safe in this time of great
need and concern. This is a
fast-moving event, and the
Round Valley Indian Tribes
ask that we take every
necessary step and do what
we can to protect our elders
and vulnerable populations,
as well as our tribal and
community members.

September 4 update
Mask Mandates: Round
Valley Indian Tribes is fully
enforcing the Mendocino
County mask mandates.
Masks must be worn in all
Tribal Program Offices.
Tribal
Programs
may
be implementing stricter
precautions depending on
the client population. Our
goal is to keep our staff
and community as safe as
possible. Please adhere to
all safety precautions being
implemented by each Tribal
Program.
Indian Day Celebration
and Ceremony, September
25 and 26, 2021: As of
today this event is still being
planned. It is greatly downscaled, and there will be no
carnival, poker tournament
or indoor dining for the
Sunday morning breakfast.
Outdoor activities are still
being planned. Hopefully we
will be back to normal in 2022
and can have the full range
of events. Outdoor activities
still being planned are the
co-ed softball tournament,
Traditional Dancing in
the dance arbor, Western
Playday on Sunday. All of
these events may be subject
to cancellation depending
on the active COVID-19
cases the week prior to the
event. The RVIHC Health
Fair is cancelled.
COVID-19
Vaccines:
Vaccines to prevent the
spread of the highly
contagious Delta variant are
available every Friday at the
RVIHC. No appointment is
necessary – this is a drive
thru event. If you haven’t
previously done so, please
consider getting vaccinated
as soon as possible. Our
Tribe is currently battling a
large surge of COVID cases.
Everyone must play a part
to get through this latest
surge and prevent future
outbreaks. Please avoid
large gatherings, and wear
a mask in public.

From Page 4

September 3

WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*

The rest of

From Page 1

10:35 pm: Officers responded to a disturbance in the
1100 block of Magnolia Avenue.

12TH Month FREE!

24-HOUR RADIO DISPATCHED TOWING

is currently experiencing
the most severe outbreak
since the beginning of the
pandemic. There are 87
“active positive cases” of
COVID-19 in Round Valley.
All are in isolation and family
members/close contacts are
in quarantine. There have
been two deaths in the past
two weeks due to COVID
and there are currently 7
individuals in the hospitals
within Mendocino County.
(Editor’s Note: Mendocino
County announced an
additional Covelo death on
Wednesday, a TK )
The State of California
announced a re-opening
process on June 15, and
more businesses started
opening up. With the
current spike RVIT has
tightened back up on our
precautionary measures.
Depending on our positivity
rate we may move back to
full closures and sheltering
in place for all Tribal offices.
RVIT continues to work
closely with the health care
community in Mendocino
County, the California
Department
of
Public
Health, Tribal Epidemiology
Center out of Sacramento,
and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to
prevent the risk of exposure
and spread of the virus.
As a reminder: The best
way to reduce your risk of
becoming infected with, or
spreading the COVID-19
coronavirus, is to practice
Basic Precautions. We
encourage everyone to:
• Wash your hands
frequently
with
soap
and water for at least 20
seconds, or use an alcoholbased hand sanitizer when
soap and water is not
available
• Avoid eating, or touching
your eyes, nose or mouth
with unwashed hands
• Stay away from people
who are visibly sick
• Always cover your
coughs and sneezes using
a tissue, or the crook of your
elbow
• People who are sick
should stay home from
work, schools or public
places until they are well
If you have any of the
following symptoms, please
contact your regular primary
care provider, and let them
know if you have been
around someone who had
COVID-19 coronavirus:
• Fever

WPD

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

277 N. Lenore Ave. WILLITS, CA

Emergency

The rest of

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

707-459-9116

The rest of

We’ll be open to celebrate the opening
of the new Firehouse on September 11.
75-A South Main Street, Willits

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

The little cottage building
between Main Street Music and Cafe 77
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2:40 am: LOCKWOOD, Bryan Christian (30) of Santa
Rosa was contacted I the 300 block of East Commercial
Street. He was arrested on felony charges of failure to
appear.
2:40 pm: Officers responded to a report of an unwanted
subject in the 1700 block of South Main Street.
3:04 pm: Officers responded to a report of an unwanted
subject in the 700 block of Coast Street.
6:59 pm: COLLER, Arthur Simon (31) of McKinleyville
was contacted in the 400 block of North Lenore Avenue.
He was arrested pursuant to 11377 H&S (Possession of a
Controlled Substance), 1203.2 PC (Violation of Probation),
and on felony charges of violation of parole.

September 4

12:28 am: ACEVESLIZARRAGA, Javier Jahir (29) of
Willits was contacted in the 1700 block of South Main
Street. He was arrested pursuant to 273.6 PC (Violation of
a Protective Order) and 1203.2 PC (Violation of Probation).
6:08 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle theft investigation in
the 1300 block of South Main Street.
7:17 pm: Officers responded to a disturbance in the 1700
block of South Main Street.
7:21 pm: Officers responded to a report of suspicious
activity in the 1500 block of South Main Street.
8:10 pm: Officers responded to a disturbance in the 800
block of South Main Street.
11:28 pm: Officers initiated a theft investigation in the
800 block of South Main Street.

September 5

No reportable incidents.
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The current proposal for Camp’s
generous donation is to install the
piece – conceived of as three tall,
black and silver pinwheels that spin
in the breeze – on a strip of the city’s
property located behind the Arco
gas station along Highway 20. At
the meeting people discussed the
plan and voiced their concerns and
excitement, helping the project move
forward.
There was discussion around the
placement of the pinwheels. Fisch,
WCA Manager Sasha Thomas, and
others liked that it would be placed on
Highway 20. The vision is that tourist
traffic from inland would pass by the
art and people would be more curious
about Willits. Some would want to
stop and view the piece of art. “They
might be curious, want to spend more
time here and spend some money,”
someone expressed.
Bender informed that, “One of the
things, from the city’s perspective,
that we would like to see – and we
touched on that at the last meeting of
this committee – is that we don’t want
to see artwork being indiscriminately
placed. We want to see an overall
concept. If we need to make some
type of internal features: paths,
parking spaces, access. We would
like to see that.”
This brought up concerns: the
height of the sculpture and its
visibility; parking since the only
viable place now is the gas station;
installation concerns; maintenance;
more sculptures, inspired by Camp’s
vision of a sculpture garden.
After the last meeting, Martin had
a call-out for more community input.
Of the nine people from the area
who showed up at Friday’s meeting,
some were there to listen and others
had ideas and concerns to add to the
discussion.
Of note was input from Phillip
Stewart, an accomplished artist
and public art sculptor with years
of experience planning, navigating
bureaucracies,
and
fabricating
large sculptures. He has had
many installation experiences with
knowledge of the intricacies that
need thought when placing municipal
sculptures.
Interest in making the Highway 20
strip of green an official sculpture
garden ensued.
Based on experience, Stewart
expressed some of his concerns:
“There’s a whole sphere of things
that should be addressed at the very
The rest of

Dashboard

beginning which will ensure smooth
sailing down the line. This is one of
the hurdles in the public-art arena:
How do you contextualize a group of
works into the built environment that
doesn’t create traffic nuisances and
has enough tooth with their location
that they don’t become passé?
“One of the largest problems,” he
continued, “for cities is accepting
works onto a municipal collection
which they’re then obligated to
maintain and, in many cases, it can’t
be accessioned.”
He talked further about sculptures
that have broken where the
municipality doesn’t have the funds
to fix it, and it can’t be taken down
because it’s public art. It’s definitely
something the planning group will look
into.
Excitement around having the
sculpture garden continued. “In my
own vision, down the road, I’d like to
see a meander through the sculptures
with seats and some sort of parking
that would be safe,” Camp described.
“Say there’s a gravel path with
benches and X-amount of different
site locations. There could be wide
spots in the trail, which is classic, with
an occasional 14-foot circle where
sculptures would sit,” envisioned
Stewart.
He later added the idea of having
concrete plinths inserted in the circles,
ready for installations. “It’s a cool way
of doing it. You don’t have to commit
to permanency of the work. It’s a
good way to get the community more
involved where there’s a place with
revolving works.”
Martin replied, “The problem, Stu, is
coming up with artists who want to do
that.” Stewart replied that they could
become temporary storage places for
various artists if you could convince
them to show their piece in a spot for
a while.
The group talked about the mission
statement Martin presented. They
saw the importance of representing all
the cultural and historical elements in
Little Lake Valley’s public art.
Other sculptural pieces are in the
works. Chris Baldo from Roots of
Motive Power has offered a small
steam engine. Martin mentioned the
offering of redwood pieces from a
redwood removed from City Park that
are available.
Fisch asked the planning committee
to brainstorm their ideas for the vision
of the project, existing resources, any
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were 2 cases at Brookside Elementary (out of 387 total
number of students and staff), 1 case at Sherwood School
(out of 109 total), 1 case at Baechtel Grove Middle School
(out of 305 total), and 1 case at Willits High School (out of
466 total).
Data from the first week of school, Tuesday, August 24
through Friday, August 27, shows a total of 6 “community
based staff and student cases,” and 0 “school-based staff
and student cases.”
Of those 6 cases, 4 cases were at Brookside Elementary,
1 case was at Sherwood School, and 1 case was at
Baechtel Grove Middle School.
School sites on the chart without any COVID cases
reported so far include: Blosser Lane Elementary (out of
348 total students and staff) and Sanhedrin High School
(out of 88 total).
The WUSD dashboard site explains: “All confirmed
positive COVID-19 incidents related to Willits Unified
school sites and offices will be posted to this page. For the
purposes of this dashboard, Willits Unified is distinguishing
between school-based cases and community-based
cases. Each positive case of students or staff members
that have been on campus 48 hours prior to testing positive
for COVID-19 will be reported weekly in this dashboard.
Contact tracing will be conducted and each case will be
classified as described.”
Mendocino County Public Health Officer Andy Coren,
MD, has been answering questions during his COVID
updates about the safety of sending children back to
school amidst the surge in cases attributed to the Delta
variant. This quote from early August reflects his answers:
“We should definitely be looking forward to 100 percent of
our children being in school this fall. I believe that it's safe,
and safer than keeping them home and outside of school.”
During Coren’s most recent public update, to the board
of supervisors on August 31, he reported: “In the schools
we’ve had many cases identified with testing, and modified
quarantine of close contacts appear to be controlling these
with minimal time lost from the school. One school decided
to close an entire class and provide independent study but
in general we are not seeing increased transmission in
schools here in Mendocino County.”

As the meeting drew to an end,
Camp said, “It’s good to have a basic
plan.” To which Eric Ward, WCA board
member, said, “Even if the plan’s just
on paper. You can place [the pinwheel
sculpture] and build the plan around
it and we can say to the community
that this is the first step of a sculpture
garden. I do design environmental
spaces and I’m happy to draw
something up.” Everyone agreed that
it was a good idea.
The next meeting of the Willits
Public Art Ad Hoc Committee is
Friday, September 24, 9 am to 10 am
at Willits City Hall, 111 Commercial
Street. The public is invited. Masks
and distancing are required. Contact
Willits City Hall at 459-4601 or WCA at
459-1726 for further information.
Editor’s Note: Willits Weekly is
reprinting Ree Slocum’s story about
the Public Art committee meeting as
in last week’s September 2 edition,
there was a production error affecting
the text of this story on the front page.

The rest of

Enforcement

From Page 1

cultivation permit or a state cultivation license, and/or
cannabis was being cultivated in violation of MCC Sec.
10A.17 requirements. It was determined that there were
significant community quality of life concerns in these
neighborhoods. The responsible parties abated the
cannabis plants being cultivated after Code Enforcement
engagement.
7/20/21 – 10500 Block of West Road - 287 cannabis
plants abated
07/22/21 – 10700 Block of West Road - 214 cannabis
plants abated
07/23/21 – 2000 Block of Pepperwood Court - 60
cannabis plants abated
08/10/21 – 1400 Block of Road D – 11 cannabis plants
abated
08/18/21 – 700 Block of Conrad Road - 98 cannabis
plants abated
08/18/21 – 2300 Block of Rancheria Road – 9 cannabis
plants abated
08/19/21 – 2900 Block of Road I - 93 cannabis plants
abated
08/26/21 – 6200 Block of Walnut Lane - 5 cannabis
plants abated
Code Enforcement intends to take additional action as
needed to achieve compliance with any non-permitted
structures at these locations.
The Code Enforcement Division receives all cannabis
and general code violation complaints in the unincorporated
areas of Mendocino County. Complaints can be made in
person at our offices or by visiting our website at: https://
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/planning-buildingservices/code-enforcement to file an online complaint.
Cannabis specific complaints can also be filed by calling
the Cannabis Complaint Hotline at: 844-421-WEED (9333).

The WUSD dashboard is updated weekly and can be
found at: https://www.willitsunified.com/o/wusd/page/
wusd-covid-dashboard

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

needs and barriers, and the benefits
to the community. She encouraged
people to come up with these ideas
before the next meeting.
Talk turned to the practical matter
of financing. Martin saw the WCA
coming up with some grants and
looked to the city manager as
partnering in this venture. “We do
know a lot of donations outside of the
public realm,” Bender disclosed. “We
do have a grant writer with that talent
but they’re stretched, too,” he added.
“Collaboration would be excellent,”
stated Fisch.
“I imagine, in Willits, maybe the
Lions Club wants to raise money
for something or the museum wants
to put something there. I see the art
center being the curator where [the
artist / organization] makes [their]
application if they have a piece of
sculpture,” Thomas said.
It was concluded that WCA is the
coordinating driving force for the
project and the city does the work to
make the Highway 20 city property
a sculpture garden. Procuring funds
could be collaborative with the city
and with other community resources.
The sculptures have to be
compliant with building codes. Stewart
volunteered to craft a list of constraints
that are typically listed in public-art
installations. He’ll list the elements
such as engineering, access,
maintenance and infrastructure as
well as the ADA component that
needs to be considered.
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Claws
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Memorial
Hospital,
Sparetime
Supply, and Mendocino Cannabis
Distribution. The band, consisting of
Indiana Slim on guitar, Ed Reinhart
on keyboards, Bear Kamaroff on
bass, and a guy named Bruce (no
last name) on percussion, played
favorites (including some Grateful
Dead tunes) throughout dinner.
Donated silent-auction items were
available for perusal and bidding prior
to dinner. Such gifts as: 5-pounds
of walnuts; three bottles of McNabb
wine; an antique pulley off a ship; a
framed picture of Seabiscuit; a photo
session; a coffee set; three bottles of
Rivino wine with a signed calendar;
two rounds of disc golf; a Marjo
Wilson print; five pounds of organic
almonds and a bottle of Testa wine;
three bottles of Charbay vodka; three
pairs of hand-dyed adult socks; a
Craftsman Combo; an alpaca-blend
neck scarf; a trip to the San Francisco
Botanical Gardens; a hemp-pendant
necklace; two tickets to see the Beach
Boys, and much more.
The auction, deftly handled by
Allman and master auctioneer Rachel
Britten, evinced the generosity and
community spirit of the attendees.
Allman and Britten took turns
auctioning the donated items, trying
to best each other in encouraging topdollar for the items.
One of the more interesting and
creative art objects was a 3-footby-5-foot cooperative painting of
Seabiscuit’s victory over War Admiral.
It was designed and coordinated by
Willits artist Anna Judd, who utilized
the visions of 70 clients, staff and
volunteers of the Seabiscuit Center.
She first did a gray-scale underpainting as a map. She then asked
her associate artists to visualize
a color that depicted their idea of
what victory looked like to them
and directed them to color an area
with that color. What evolved was a
dynamic visualization of triumph over
adversity. The painting went, rightly,
to Howard Hospital for the amazing

amount of $7,700. Eventually it will be
displayed prominently at the hospital.
Other items included a party with
the Ice Box travelling-gelato truck of
Laura Toomey and Nicole Flamer,
which went for $1,600; a pie a month
for a year from Kemmy’s Pies for
$700; two nights in Mendocino at
the Sweetwater Inn (with massages
and dinner) for $2,100; a freestanding 25-bottle wine refrigerator
(with wine from Willits Rotary) for
$3,600; a handcrafted bar by Cody
Bartholomew, made from wood from
an old blacksmith shop for $3,700;
a two-night stay at Holly Madrigal’s
casita in Mendocino for $700, and
several other great items.
In the middle of the live auction, a
timeout was taken to introduce the
Seabiscuit Therapeutic Riding Center
to the attendees, most of whom were
already familiar with the fine work
done at the facility. One of the client
parents, Emily Okie, told the crowd,
with humor and warmth, of how her
son, Finn, had benefitted from the
program over his 10 years with them.
Finn is noted for his design of the
STRC logo.
Britten then ran her Cascade of
Giving, in which the attendees could
offer specific amounts of donations
in $1,000, $500, $250, $100 and $50
increments, at the end of which she
stated that the last bid of the evening
would receive a prize – a 150-yearold mystery chest, filled with an array
of gifts. For about 15 minutes, bidders
offered additional $50 pledges in
order to be the final bid and win the
prize. Britten finally had to call the
final bid as it would have gone on
much longer into the night.
After a year hiatus, this event
was held to a spectacular degree of
success, beating all expectations and
past receipts. Seabiscuit Therapeutic
Riding Center Copresident Lydia
Senter Colvig said, “You can say we
broke a record and that we cannot
wait to announce the final numbers
later this week.”

Above: The workshop leaders take the group
to a favorite lookout to view the pristine Willits
watershed where a few of the reservoirs can be
seen.
At left: Heather, a forester in the Mendocino
National Forest, was part of the group and shows
a pretty, yet invasive, non-native grass called
Rabbit’s Foot or Polypogon.
At right: This example of a grass shows the “feet
on the ground” hook at the bottom of the grass just
before its roots.
Photos by Ree Slocum

The rest of

Grasslands

From Page 7

“We have those in the Willits valley and they
absolutely need grassland. Meadowlarks breed
and live in grasslands and need them, too,” she
said, and later told the group: “Meadow voles are
the primary source of food for animals like the
white-tailed kite, kestrels, coyote and foxes. So
are the moles. They also tunnel, which aerates
the soil and are nutrient cyclers.”
Katherine Gabor, from Climate Action Corps,
explained carbon sequestration in detail. For
brevity’s sake, here’s the big deal about carbon
sequestration as defined by USGS: “Carbon
sequestration is the process of capturing and
storing atmospheric carbon dioxide. It is one
method of reducing the amount of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere with the goal of reducing global
climate change.” And, according to Gabor and
the other presenters, native, perennial grasses
sequester more carbon than most forests.
Gabor also described fire behavior and the
role of fire in California. “Our premise for this
discussion is that periodic fires are a natural
and necessary process for the grass’ vigorous
health.”
She read the California Native Grasslands

Association’s statement: “When a grassland
burns, more of the carbon is stored safely below
ground in the roots and accumulated organic
matter where it’s less likely to be burned and
released into the atmosphere.” Which cycles
around to climate change and this from the
National Park Service: “Without fires, shrubs
and trees will take over grasslands, effectively
converting it to forest and non-native vegetation
would spread.” Thus, crowding out perennials
that sequester large amounts of carbon.
Many things can be done to mitigate climate
change. The workshop ended with participants
making native perennial grass “seed bombs.” It
was a jovial time for them to discuss what they’d
learned, ask final questions, and talk amongst
themselves.
Everyone left more hopeful about the future
health of the Little Lake watershed and the
planet in general.
For more information about Conservation
Works and upcoming workshops, visit www.
conservationworksnc.org. To find out more about
the Willits Bypass Mitigation Land, visit www.
rcdprojects.org.

HEY YOU!

All movies for sale with the exception
of T.V. Series & New Releases
at Flying Dog Pizza & Vinyl
(formerly Main Street Music & Video)

WE WANT TO KNOW:

15,000 movies for sale at $12 each.

What will this next school year be for you?

Most CDs 75% OFF

Imagine a school
where you are:

Many rare and hard to ﬁnd foreign, anime
independent, musical, western, classical movies
in addition to comedy, action, drama, sci ﬁ and horror.

Time to make room for
shufﬂeboard and billiards tables
and other games.

Accepted,
Valued, Seen.
You deserve
the best.
WILLITS CHARTER SCHOOL HAS OPENINGS IN BOTH OUR ONSITE
AND INDEPENDENT STUDY HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS.

Willits Charter School
Open Tuesday-Saturday, 11:30 am-8:00pm
Sunday Noon-7:30pm

707-459-5506 willitscharter.org

65 South Main Street • Willits • 459-4747
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