
Supervisor 
Haschak 

honored as 
Democrat of 

the Year

About 80 of Mendocino 
County’s most prominent 
and involved Democrats 
gathered at the Redwood 
Valley Grange last 
Saturday, officially to 
honor the excellent work 
of retiring Third District 
Supervisor John Haschack. 
But the Democrat of the 
Year Dinner was also about 
the Democratic Party’s 
efforts to flip the House 
and Senate blue, and local 
Democrats’ concern that 
the liberties and democracy 
that the United States have 
enjoyed for the last 250 
years are being eroded 
through the policies and 
personalities of the current 
administration.

The attendees at the 
August 22 dinner had a 
lot of good feelings about 
Supervisor Haschak which 
they expressed freely. 
“We are honoring John 
Haschak, who has served 
on the Board of Supervisors, 
honorably, with great 
communications with his 
constituents and leading 
the progressive cause, 
sometimes all by himself,” 
said Madge Strong, ex-
Willits councilmember 
and mayor. Bill Barksdale 
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Redwood 
Empire Fair 

2026 building 
results

Each August, thousands 
of entries made, built, 
grown, and owned by local 
exhibitors fill the buildings 
at the Redwood Empire 
Fair.

The Home Arts building 
showcases talents including 
baking, canning, sewing 
and quilting; the Fine Arts 
building showcases talents 
including photography, 
painting, sculpting, and 
beading; the Agriculture/
Horticulture building 
showcases talents including 
flower arranging, growing of 
fruits, veggies, and flowers, 
and creation of garden 
landscapes; and the Junior 
Building houses the talents 
of all the adult buildings, just 
entered by youth exhibitors.

The community is 
welcome to enter exhibits 
into the fair for free, and 
premiums are paid for 
winning entries.

Interested in contributing 
next year? Keep an eye out 
in late June for the premium 
book, mailed out, dropped 
off in public locations, 
and posted online: www.
RedwoodEmpireFair.com 
for categories and deadlines 
for the 2027 event.

See a list of North County 
exhibitor’s winnings, 
starting on Page 6 of this 
edition.

Banana and Pear Bread by Sandy Coughlin 
Posted online at https://reluctantentertainer.com/banana-pear-bread/

2 bananas, the riper the better
2 pears, peeled, chopped  
     (I did not peel pears)
½ cup unsalted butter, softened
½ cup white sugar
½ cup brown sugar
¼ cup vanilla yogurt 
      (I substituted Brown Cow 
      Maple Yogurt)
2 eggs
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp vanilla extract

¾ tsp salt
1 tsp cardamom  
      (I left this out and substituted  
      ground cloves)
½ tsp ginger
¼ tsp nutmeg
2 cups flour

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.
Mash the bananas and pears on a 

plate, and set aside.
In a large bowl, add the softened 

butter, sugars, yogurt, and eggs, and 
mix well until creamy.

Scrape the mashed bananas and 
pears into the same bowl, and gently 
mix.

Add the baking soda, vanilla, salt, 
spices, and flour. Mix well.

Pour the batter into 4 small loaf pans 
and bake for 31 minutes OR pour the 
batter into 1 large pan and bake for 50 
to 60 mins (watch the time).

Cool the baked bread for at least 10 
minutes before slicing and serving.

Above, left: Pick them green, let them ripen for a few days, and Bartlett pears will turn a beautiful shade of yellow and give slightly to 
the squeeze. One of the best uses of ripe pears is an easy pear crisp. Below: One of the most perfect, lightly blushed pears, picked 
right from the tree and quickly turned into the most delicious dessert!

Perfect 
Pears

Bartletts are ready 
 to enjoy fresh or baked 

into treats, as pear season 
is in full swing now!

Abundance is all around in late summer, and 
the trees bearing Barlett pears are a perfect 
example, with branches loaded down with the 
green fruit all around town.

Interestingly, Bartletts are best picked green, 
and left to ripen off the tree. How to know when 
to pick them if they’re green? Gently holding 
a fruit, turn it gently 180 degrees on its stem, 
pointing the bottom of the hanging fruit straight 
up. If the stem easily snaps, it’s ready. Bendy 
stem? Leave them a little longer. A few will 
usually start to fall to the ground right around 
the time when the stems start being snappable, 
so keeping an eye on the ground as an early 
clue is a good quick alert.

Of course, once they start to yellow a few 
days after picking, the race is on to use them up! 
Slice and eat fresh now, or dehydrate for later. 
Make pies, crumbles, or one of my favorites: the 
no-recipe crisp.

Chop and core pears. Toss in a little cornstarch 
or flour and sugar, a dash of vanilla, any and all 
spices, and a little salt,  and pour into baking 
dish. Top with crumbled mixture of chopped 
butter, flour, rolled oats, and more spices. Bake 
until brown and bubbly. Enjoy!

I also tried this delightful pear banana bread, 
below, which was a total winner, too!

– Maureen Jennison

Photos by 
Maureen 
Jennison

The pear and banana 
bread baked up 
wonderfully and will 
be a recipe to keep for 
making again in the 
future!

Willits 
business 

Artefex hosts 
state small 
business 
advocates

On August 18, Artefex, 
a small business in Willits 
that preserves art for 
customers nationally 
and globally, hosted 
Elmy Bermejo, director 
of the California Office 
of the Small Business 
Advocate, and other 
small business advisors 
to raise awareness of 
SCALE, “Success, Capital 
Access, and Leadership for 
Entrepreneurs.”

Since 2024, SCALE 
has connected more than 
13,500 businesses around 
California, including 
Artefex, with no-cost 
business advising and 
mission-driver lenders, 
helping more small 
businesses access the 
funding they need to grow 
and thrive. 

Anton O’Hanlon, owner 
of Artefex said: “To every 
small business owner 
in this room and across 
California: You do not have 
to carry the entire weight 
of your company on your 
own shoulders. I strongly 
encourage you to lean 
into resources available 
through programs like 

Laytonville 
man arrested 
on multiple 

charges after 
search

By Sgt. M. Harden, 
for MCSO

On August 17, 2026 at 
approximately 3:12 am, 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies responded 
to the Laytonville area 
regarding multiple reports 
that Benjamin Miller, 48, 
from Laytonville, was 
attempting to gain access 
to a residence.

Sheriff’s deputies learned 
Miller was the restrained party 
in an active restraining order 
and was prohibited from being 
on the property. Miller was 
also reportedly in possession 
of a .22 caliber rifle.

While deputies were 
responding, the reporting 
party advised that Miller had 
entered the residence while 
armed with a firearm and 
was looking for a flashlight 
in the home. Miller left the 
area prior to the arrival of 
MCSO deputies.

 Over the next several 
hours, the Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office 
received multiple calls 
from concerned citizens 
reporting sightings of Miller 
throughout the Laytonville 
area. Sheriff’s deputies 
conducted extensive 
searches for Miller but were 
unable to locate him.
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Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and 
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters 
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To 
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication 
from any one writer to once every four weeks.

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address 
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of 
residence will be published. Deadline is end of day Monday for each 
Thursday edition. No letters from an anonymous source will be 
published, although a request to withhold the writer's name will be 
considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

What 
do YOU 
think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank 
you letters from our readers

Disaster Preparedness Workshop, August 28
Submitted by Willits Library

Ready for the next “big one”? Whether it’s wildfire, earthquake, or flood, 
it is good to be prepared. Join us on Friday, August 28, from 3 to 4 pm, as 
LISTOS Disaster Preparedness Educator Christian Uyeno takes attendees 
through a five-step disaster preparedness guide, and holds open discussions 
on the topics reviewed. Each participant will receive a disaster guide and 
other emergency resources.

This program is provided through the LISTOS California program, 
partnered with the California Offices of Emergency Services.

The event will be held inside at the Willits Branch Library meeting room. 
For more information, please visit www.mendolibrary.org or contact the 
Willits Branch Library at 707-459-5908.

Lions Club 100th anniversary celebration, 
August 29

Submitted by Willits Lions Club
The Willits Lions Club is excited to celebrate our 100th Anniversary!  

Located at the Scout Hut in Recreation Grove Park, the Lions Club has 
provided financial and volunteer support to many organizations, programs, 
community events, service projects, and park improvements that have 
directly benefited the people of Willits since 1926! 

Join the Lions and friends to celebrate the service club’s 100th anniversary 
with a BBQ Picnic, Saturday, August 29, from 12 to 5 pm at the Recreation 
Grove. Admission is free. There will be live music by Warehouse 21, food and 
drinks for purchase, Fire Safety Demos, Scouts Rope Climbing presentation, 
and lots of fun activities for kids, including the Fire Department Bounce 
House. Follow “Willits Lions Club” on Facebook to learn more. See you at 
the park!

Senior Center 
menu for the 

week 
Willits Senior Center is 

serving lunch in its indoor 
dining room, Monday through 
Friday, from 11:45 am to 1 pm. 
To-go lunches are available 
from 12 to 12:45 pm, in front of 
the main desk, 1501 Baechtel 
Road. Due to increasing food 
costs, dine-in and to-go meals 
are now $9.
Thursday, August 27: Crispy 
Buffalo Chicken Wrap
Friday, August 28: Turkey 
with Stuffing, Gravy, Veggies, 
Roll
September menu not 
available. 
Activities: Bingo on Friday 
nights, 5 to 7 pm. Exercise 
class weekday mornings from 
9 to 10 am. 
Meals on Wheels: The 
Senior Center Meals on 
Wheels program delivers 
lunch Monday through Friday, 
excepting holidays. To sign up 
call Joliana at 459-6826, who 
can help fill out the application 
form. Call 459-6826 the day 
before needed to schedule 
home meal delivery. Delivered 
throughout Willits. 
Transportation for seniors: 
Call 459-5556 to schedule. 
Pick up and drop off for 
grocery shopping, banking, 
doctors’ appointments. Senior 
Center Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in 
need of volunteers to help 
with the many activities 
here at the center, including 
volunteer Meals on Wheels 
drivers. “Volunteers are one-
third of our workforce, which 
allows us to offer many 
services to our members and 
community.” To learn more 
about volunteering: 459-6826.

Huffman statement 
on proposed  

Roadless Rule rollback
Submitted by the Natural Resources Committee 
Democrats

Washington, D.C. – On August 19, House Natural 
Resources Committee Ranking Member Jared Huffman 
(D-Calif.) issued the following statement after the Trump 
administration proposed to finalize the rescission of the 
2001 Roadless Rule, which would strip protections from 
nearly 45 million acres of national forests and leave these 
lands vulnerable to reckless development:

“The Roadless Rule protects nearly 45 million acres of 
the last untouched forests we have left, forests that filter 
drinking water for millions of families and support hunting, 
fishing, and small businesses in hundreds of rural 
communities. The Trump administration is at it again, 
selling out our public lands to corporate polluters, ignoring 
the overwhelming objections of the American people.

“And they’re doing this in the middle of one of the 
worst fire seasons on record,” Rep. Huffman continued. 
“This administration fired thousands of Forest Service 
employees, including people trained to fight fires, slashed 
the agency’s budget, and let fire prevention work collapse. 
Now they want to build thousands of miles of new roads 
through our national forests, when we know most wildfires 
start within a half mile of a road, all so they can make it 
easier to clear cut old growth forests that have stood for 
centuries. It’s reckless.

“These forests belong to the American people, and they 
have said, over and over, that they want them protected. 
We will fight this in Congress.”

California Secretary of 
State issues statement 

on Supreme Court’s latest 
 action on mail voting

Submitted by the Office of the California 
Secretary of State

Sacramento, August 24 – California Secretary 
of State Shirley N. Weber issued the following 
statement in response to today’s U.S. Supreme 
Court opinion, allowing the Trump administration 
to continue pursuing changes to mail voting. 
While legal challenges continue through the 
courts, California’s current election rules remain 
in effect. 

“At a time when voter confidence is already 
fragile, the Supreme Court is giving a green 
light to President Trump’s attempts to take over 
our election system and sow distrust in state 
elections. This unconstitutional power grab 
threatens to disenfranchise California voters, and 
it will not stand. 

“Today’s Supreme Court ruling says nothing 
about the lawfulness of President Trump’s 
Executive Order; it only addresses the timing of 
the states’ challenge. California will continue to 
pursue all available options and fight against this 
unlawful Executive Order. “

“Rest assured, California’s elections officials 
will continue to do everything within our power 
to ensure that every eligible California voter has 
the right to cast a mail ballot and have that vote 
count. “

Residents of Willits, Brooktrails, 
Laytonville and Covelo are welcome 

to send in a letter to the editor. 
Please email us: willitsweekly@

gmail.com

Volume 14, Number 653

The rest of
Haschak From page 1

COUGAR’S CLOSET II
MINI-STORAGE

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

Lincoln Realty 
1661-A South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

12TH Month FREE!
WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

707-259-0159 or 707-459-4599

offered: “I think he’s possibly the best supervisor there’s ever been 
for Mendocino County. He was a renowned and very popular teacher, 
but I can’t imagine anybody better for supervisor. He seems to be 
unstoppable everywhere. I have the greatest admiration for him. I’m 
going to miss him on the board a lot.”

“I’m really glad we get to pay tribute to John,” said Laura Fogg. 
“He’s a good guy and a good supervisor. I think he’s the only one who 
put as much effort as he has into keeping his constituents up with 
what’s going on. I read his column in the paper, and I’m not even in 
his district.”

The Mendocino Jazz Collective, Will Segal, David Scollin, and Steve 
Baird, kept the crowd entertained with some tasty jazz throughout and 
before the dinner of vegetarian lasagna, with meatballs for those who 
wished, salad, and homemade bread.

Once the dinner was over, a land acknowledgement was given by 
Val Muchowski, honoring the indigenous people who stewarded the 
land in Mendocino County for countless years. Tekla Broz, chair of 
the Mendocino County Democratic Party, called more attendees up to 
offer their impressions of Haschak.

Damon Connelly, assemblymember for the 12th district who is 
running for state Senate, said: “I was a supervisor [in Marin County] 
and established an amazing friendship and working relationship with 
John. John and I served on a couple of regional boards together. One 
was the Workforce Alliance of the North Bay, which dealt with creating 
jobs and economic development. It was Mendocino, Napa, Marin, and 
Lake counties. The way that worked – and it is strong to this day – is 
because of leadership from John.”

Haschak’s wife, Janice, talked about what it was like to live with his 
energy and dedication to his job and constituents. “John has the most 
pure heart, genuine, hardworking to a fault It became a seven-day-a-
week job, and every day, including Sunday, he had to do something 
related to being supervisor, any opportunity to listen to and connect 
to the community. He just loves the community so much. It is in his 
heart and his soul.”

David Drell spoke about Haschak’s ability to listen, even to dissenting 
opinions, and to the “kitchen cabinet” that he formed to discuss the 
issues. “Sometimes, it ended up with people yelling. But John handled 
it in an amazing way and always took away from those meetings 
some thoughts that he was able to incorporate into his function as a 
supervisor.” Haschak’s older brother, Art, spoke about his brother’s 
years of service, including the Peace Corps in Guatemala.

The last to speak on Haschak’s behalf was State Senator Mike 
McGuire, who is currently running for Congress. “There is a reason 
the Mendocino Democratic Committee is honoring John Haschak. 
People love him because he’s authentic and he’s real. I think we can 
all agree Supervisor Haschak has a heart of gold. What I love about 
him is that he is a person of his word. When he makes a commitment 
to you, he sticks to it. You can take it to the bank.

“John Haschak is the conscience of the Board of Supervisors here 
in Mendocino County. When it came to fighting for working people, 
standing up for fair contracts, ensuring that county employees got their 
due, John Haschak was out there with them. John is an unapologetic 
progressive.” McGuire spoke about some of the projects that Haschak 
has spearheaded, which are many.

Then, it was Haschak’s turn to speak. “This isn’t a 
retirement. It’s a transformation. We’re going to keep 
working, because we have a lot of work to do. I want to 
thank all of you for being here tonight and for caring about 
our democracy. I am honored to receive this recognition as 
Democrat of the Year.” He went on to recognize others who 
are fighting with him and recount how he got into politics, 
stumping for Jerry Brown’s gubernatorial campaign, his 
vision for the future, and his years as a teacher in the Willits 
area.

 Haschak received a couple plaques, but what he most 
received was the admiration of his peers and fellow fighters 
for democracy.

At top, from left: Val Muchowski offered the Native land acknowledgement to 
open the speeches at the Democrat of the Year Dinner. Tekla Broz, Chairperson 
of the Mendocino County Democratic Party, was instrumental in creating the 
Democrat of the Year dinner and acted as MC for the evening. Janice Haschak, 
John Haschak’s wife, gave the audience some anecdotes about living with the 
high-energy and concerned supervisor. Above, left: John Haschak received a 
Certificate of Recognition from the Office of District 2 Assemblymember Chris 
Rogers. Above, right: Supervisor Haschak receives a Lucite plaque from the 
Mendocino County Democratic Party Central Committee, with MCDCC chair 
Tekla Broz, left, and Steve Scalamanini. At right: John Haschak’s older brother, 
from Arcata, Art, spoke about Haschak’s lifelong commitment to helping others 
including a stint in the Peace Corps. Below, left: Mendocino County 3rd District 
Supervisor John Haschak, the honoree, listens to audience members give short 
impressions of the work he has accomplished and of his character. Below, right: 
State Senator Mike McGuire works the room energetically to get donations for 
the Mendocino County Democratic Party.

Photos by  
Mathew Caine

Campaign signs
To the Editor:
I have started to place my campaign signs for the upcoming 
school board election. It is important to me for you to know 
that wherever I place my campaign signs, I have consent to 
put my sign there. I never place signs without permission.

Jeanne King, Willits

No AI data centers In Mendocino 
County
To the Editor
Our supervisor John Haschak has asked for a show of 
support for a proposed moratorium on the construction 
of AI data centers in our county. Co-sponsored with Ted 
Williams, the moratorium ordinance will go up for a vote on 
Tuesday, September 1, so the other three supervisors must 
hear from us by then if we are to help oppose the building 
of data centers in our county.
There is no doubt that AI data centers would have a negative 
fiscal and environmental impact on us here in Willits, as 
well as county-wide. Other communities across the country 
have reported that these centers require exorbitant uses 
of land, water, and electricity, along with noise and visual 
pollution. We don’t have the water to spare for the immense 
demand of these projects; we barely have enough to grow 
our agriculture!
Data centers would raise our already expensive energy 
bills, deplete our resources, and make us desperate to 
shut off the incessant noise. More insidious, the original 
zoning permit requests are often followed by unanticipated 
expanded use requests, all leading to problems for local 
communities.
Local citizens have successfully stopped or delayed dozens 
of data center projects across the country. Organized 
community groups and local pushback have stalled 
billions of dollars in infrastructure, prompting hundreds 
of municipalities and several states to enact temporary 
moratoriums or permanent bans. Widespread outrage 
has forced state and local politicians to step in, such as 
executive orders and emergency moratoriums passed to 
block speculative builds.
To protect Willits and all of Mendocino County, we can 
reach out to Supervisors Maureen Mulheren mulherenm@
mendocinocounty.gov, Bernie Norvell norvellb@
mendocinocounty.gov, and Madeline Cline clinem@
mendocinocounty.gov to say we want them to vote YES 
on this moratorium. Please write to each supervisor 
individually, and no later than August 31! Our community 
is counting on you. Thank you for protecting our resources 
and our democracy!
More information and research on data centers can be 
found in the “Fact Sheets” of willitsindivisible.org

Mary Burns and Kim Bancroft, Willits
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Timeline of search for Willits man found dead
By Lt. D. Lorenz for MCSO
Editor’s Note: Here is an August 19 press 
release from the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office with more information on 
the Missing Person Investigation for the 
late Jose “Johnny” Mandujano of Willits, 
the Search and Rescue Operation, and the 
Coroner’s Investigation.

On Monday, August 17, 2026 at 
approximately 5 pm, the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office was contacted by the Willits 
Police Department and notified of a missing 
person investigation they were conducting. 

It was reported that Jose “Johnny” 
Mandujano of Willits had attended the 
Reggae on the River Music Festival and 
was overdue to return home.  During the 
early morning hours of August 15, 2026, 
Mandujano’s vehicle had reportedly been 
involved in a traffic collision near Mile Post 
Marker 83.5 of North Highway 101 near 
Leggett.

During the late afternoon hours 
of August 17, 2026, Willits Police 
Department personnel conducted follow-
up investigation at the tow-yard where 
Mandujano’s vehicle was stored and at the 
scene of the reported traffic collision on 
Highway 101. After exhausting investigative 
leads into Mandujano’s whereabouts, 
the Willits Police Department contacted 
the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office to 

request assistance from the county Search 
and Rescue team.

The Willits Police Department requested 
the Search and Rescue team to conduct 
a search along the freeway in the area 
where the traffic collision reportedly 
occurred.  Due to the dangers associated 
with conducting a search along the freeway 
during darkness hours, it was determined 
the search would take place the following 
morning on Tuesday, August 18, 2026.          

 During the morning of August 18, 2026, 
the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
Search and Rescue conducted an incident 
briefing for their deployment and responded 
to the search area near Leggett. 

While enroute to the location, Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office deputies received 
information that Mandujano had been 
located and requested emergency medical 
assistance near Mile Post Marker 83.4 of 
North Highway 101. 

Personnel from CAL FIRE responded to 
the scene and located Mandujano off the 
roadway at the bottom of an approximately 
35-foot cliff.  CAL FIRE personnel 
traversed the terrain to reach Mandujano 
and determined that he was deceased.  

Smiling Faces 
The Munchery crew and customers celebrate 

 the Willits restaurant and bar’s 3rd anniversary with a party 

There is one thing that is evident upon spending any 
time in The Munchery at Brown’s Corner. It’s rare to enter 
the dining room/bar area without seeing a whole lot of 

smiling faces. It’s as if customers 
are enjoying the light convivial 
atmosphere, the Trivia game and 
line dance evenings, the open mics, 

Plant Bingo, or just the quality food and drink. It is a place 
to meet people, share a drink, a meal, and some amiable 
conversation. And that just the way owner, Shauna Brown 
Martin, likes it.

“My crew is amazing,” said Martin. “It’s the nicest kitchen 
staff you’ll ever meet. There’s never any yelling, never any 
throwing anything. They function quietly. They all know 
what to do, and they work around each other and well with 
each other. It’s a happy family. What I’ve always wanted. 
I told them if we’re not having fun, I’m not going to do it.” 
This sense of fun and relaxed atmosphere rubs off on the 
customers who always seem to be having a good time. 

On August 21, The Munchery had a low-key celebration 
to honor their three years in business, sustaining the 
restaurant through some tough times, re-tooling their 
business model, and coming out with steady success. 
Although the hours and days have been reduced, Martin 
seems to have found the formula to keep them going.

“It seems longer than three years,” continued Martin. 
“My daughter even questioned it. She said, ‘no way!’ But 
it is three years. It was right coming out of COVID. We 
made it three years. We have done some pivots. Our hours 
have changed, which has been working out really well for 
us in Willits. Now we’re open Thursday, Friday, Saturday. 
We open at 5 pm and close at 8 or 9 pm, depending on 
interest. On Sunday, we’re open for Bloody Mary Bar, from 
9 am to 2 pm.

“Tonight, we have Lupine Driver playing music for us,” 
said Martin. “Aaron was our contractor. He helped build us. 
He’s our anniversary band. Every year he has come back. 
This is his third year. He opened with a band he played 
with, came back last year, and now he’s back with Lupine 
Driver [Aaron Luedemann, Andrew Robertson, Mark 
Hetherington, and Julian Griffin].”

The Munchery did some giveaways and raffles, gift 
certificates for future food or drinks, at the anniversary 
event. 

The Munchery is home to several special evenings that 
raise the fun level and attract families and people who 
just want to hang out with old and new friends. “The third 

W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
August 3 to August 9

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW  T O 
S U D OK U

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once in 
each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

AMINO ACIDS
ANTIOXIDANTS

BASAL
BIOAVAILABILITY

CALORIES
CARBOHYDRATES

CELLS
DIETARY

ELECTROLYTES
ENERGY

ENRICHMENT
FATTY ACIDS

FIBER
FORTIFICATION

GLYCEMIC INDEX
IRON

LIPIDS
MACRONUTRIENTS

METABOLISM
MICRONUTRIENTS

PROBIOTICS
PROTEIN
SATIETY

VITAMINS

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A vast desert in Africa
  7. Reciprocal of a sine
 10. Type of phone
 12. Biblical figure
 13. One who renounces 
       a religious belief
 14. Warren and Monroe  
       are two
 15. Wild ox
 16. Dismounted a horse
 17. Cave dweller
 18. Where infants sleep
 19. Popular type of shoe
 21. Clumsy large person
 22. Evil-like
 27. Integrated circuit
 28. Austin-based athlete
 33. Postscript
 34. Follows 18
 36. People of Gambia
 37. Popular actor Nicolas
 38. Platform for a lectern
 39. Taxi
 40. American songwriter  

       Sammy
 41. Iranian city
 44. Heavy clubs
 45. One who is expelled
 48. In bed
 49. Lifelessness
 50. Former CIA
 51. Most slick

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Slovenly person
  2. In addition
  3. Hovels
  4. Pie _ __ mode
  5. Subway rodent
  6. They __
  7. Indigenous S. American  
      people
  8. Fine sand
  9. Central nervous system
 10. Nightclub  
       entertainment
 11. The perfect example 
       of something
 12. Supreme Islamic  
       leader
 14. Pain

 17. Binary-coded decimal
 18. Projecting corner of 
       an angle
 20. ‘Succession’ 
        actor Brian
 23. Dinner table decor
 24. Ancient settlement 
       in modern Turkey
 25. You can call Paul  
       Simon this
 26. Opposite of a pro
 29. Atomic #28
 30. Type of drug (abbr.)
 31. Arrives at
 32. Nullifies
 35. Bird’s beak
 36. Partner to ‘oohed’
 38. Ray-finned fishes
 40. Taxis
 41. Sat on and controlled
 42. Sea eagles
 43. Remain as-is
 44. Chinese revolutionary
 45. Tooth caregiver
 46. Snakelike fish
 47. Compensate

Read the rest of
Timeline Over on page 11

Read the rest of
Munchery Over on page 11

WHY USE COLD CREEK COMPOST?

CLOSE
THE

LOOP
SAVE

MONEY
REDUCE

ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT

GROW
MORE

coldcreekcompost.com
(707) 485-5966
       @ColdCreekCompost

24900 N. HWY 101 
IN WILLITS 

Lic# 679517

707-459-5859

(707) 459-6791
208 E. San Francisco Ave.

sparetimegardencenter.com

STORE  HOURS
Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm
Sunday CLOSED

WE HAVE YOUR ESSENTIALS
BOXES • PACKING TAPE • BUBBLE WRAP • TWINE & MORE!

WE ARE A

Congrats

Poet Eva Virtuess
Poet Eva Virtuess of Willits won multiple awards for 

her poetry displayed in the Fine Arts building at the 2026 
Redwood Empire Fair. She won a first-place and Best of 
Division special award for her “Inspiration” original poetry 
entry, as well as two more second-place awards for 
additional poetry entries.

“I raise my hands in the glory of God to have the ability 
to write these poems through the Holy Spirit,” Eva Virtuess 
said “I dedicate these awards and poems to my daughter 
J who has inspired me to acknowledge my story of and in 
life. Thank you for this honor.”

Above: The ribbons awarded to poet Eva Virtuess at the 2026 
Redwood Empire Fair for her entries in the Fine Arts Building. 
Below: Poet Eva Virtuess.

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

From far left: 
Head chef 
George has 
been with The 
Munchery 
from the 
start and 
now creates 
the menus. 
Marissa, 
with her 
son Zander, 
are often 
seen at The 
Munchery. 
Aaron 
Luedemann 
was the 
contractor for 
The Munchery 
build-out, 
and now 
plays their 
anniversary 
shows, this 
year with 
this band, 
Lupine Driver. 
At far left: 
This group 
of friends 
decided to 
have a 50th 
birthday 
celebration 
at The 
Munchery. 
Owner 
Shauna 
Brown Martin 
has partnered 
with Jackie 
Cobb’s Craft 
House Baking 
to provide 
some tasty 
desserts.

Above, left: Eric Martin shucks fresh oysters from 
Cato Fisheries of Fort Bragg in The Munchery 
kitchen. Above, right: Nick works the bar, often 
with the help of his mom, Melissa. At far left: 
Server Kiera brings the anniversary night special, 
filet mignon with seafood, to a table at the 
Munchery. At left, above: A tempting tray with two 
orders of The Munchery’s coconut shrimp and an 
order of mac ’n’ cheese. At left: Friends Buffey 
Wright Bourassa 
and Mary Guibert 
ran into each other 
at The Munchery. 
At right: Young 
Damian found a 
picture to color on 
the kids menu.

Photos by  
Mathew Caine

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department reported 97 incidents in this 
7-day period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

August 3
5:34 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 

200 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

6:06 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
1300 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

9:30 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 1200 block of 
Locust Street.

10:15 pm: Officers conducted a stop near 
the intersection of West Valley Street and 
Coast Street and issued a warning.

August 4
7:38 am: Officers responded to a report 

of an unwanted subject in the 1500 block of 
Baechtel Road.

8:09 am: Officers initiated a vehicle theft 
investigation in the 1400 block of South 
Main Street.

11:27 am: Officers initiated a burglary 
investigation in the 300 block of Robert 
Way.

7:57 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 1400 block of 
South Main Street.

8:13 pm: Officers responded to report of 
an unwanted subject in the 1400 block of 
South Main Street.

11:48 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1700 block of South Main Street and 
issued a citation.

August 5
12:03 am: Officers conducted a stop in 

the 800 block of South Main Street and 
issued a citation.

5:44 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
100 block of East Commercial Street and 
issued a citation.

9:05 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

9:32 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
100 block of East Commercial Street and 
issued a warning.

11:55 pm: Officers conducted a stop near 
the intersection of School Street and Wood 
Street and issued a citation.

August 6
6:20 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 

1200 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

6:43 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a citation.

7:11 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

9:02 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a citation.

August 7
8:34 am: Officers initiated a theft 

investigation in the 100 block of Madrone 
Street.

1:07 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
300 block of East Commercial Street and 
issued a warning.

5:30 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 100 block of Barbara Lane and issued 
a citation.

7:56 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 1600 block of 
South Main Street.

8:05 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
100 block of West Highway 20 and issued 
a warning.

9:42 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
100 block of North Main Street and issued 
a citation.

August 8
5:50 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 1500 block of 
South Main Street.

8:30 am: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

9:27 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 300 block of 
East Commercial Street.

1:03 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Margie Drive.

3:17 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 200 block of 
South Main Street.

8:17 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
1200 block of South Main Street and issued 
a citation.

8:35 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

8:49 pm: Officers conducted a stop 
near the intersection of Central Street and 
Alameda Avenue and issued a citation.

9:43 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

9:49 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 100 block of 
Barbara Lane.

9:55 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of 
Monroe Street.

10:24 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 300 block of South Main 
Street.

August 9
12:12 am: GUERRERO, Joshua Richard 

(30) of Woodland was contacted in the 
200 block of South Main Street. He was 
arrested on misdemeanor charges of 
disorderly conduct (alcohol).

2:03 am: Officers conducted a stop in the 
100 block of North Main Street and issued 
a warning.

8:47 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.
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North County Exhibitor Building Results
C OV E L O

Sandra Hill: In the Home Arts Building, Hill won two awards 
for their Quilts Intermediate entries, a second-place award for 
“Country Quilt,” and a third-place award for “Lincoln Logs.”
Davna Reynolds: In the Floriculture/Agriculture building, 
Reynolds won 13 first-place awards including for their 
floral design class; Produce Characters entry; Dutch - 
Use Driftwood In Your Arrangement entry; Fair Theme:  
Celebrating 250 Years Of American Small 6-8 Inches entry; 
Silver Fox - Use Metal Candlestick Holders In Your Setting 
place setting entry; Cactus Dahlia entry;  Sunflower entry; 
Marigold entry; - Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of 
American Heritage arrangement entry; Californian - Use Ferns 
In Your Arrangement entry; French Angora - Use Lavender In 
Your Arrangement entry; Dwarf - Include Rosemary In Your 
Arrangement entry; and a mixed Marigolds bouquet entry. 
Additional first-place awards and Best of Division special 
awards were given to the - Silver Marten - Include Rustic 
Stones In Your Arrangement and Fair Theme: Celebrating 
250 Years Of American Heritage Place Setting entries.
Second-place awards were given for their Scarecrow entry; 
Fair Theme: Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage 
arrangement entry; Havana - Use An Old Colander For Your 
Arrangement entry; Dwarf - Use A Perfume Bottle For Your 
Arrangement mini entry; Polish - Use A Small Mason Jar For 
Your Arrangement  small entry; Fair Theme:  Celebrating 
250 Years Of American Heritage mini arrangement entry;  
Netherland Dwarf - Use A Small Mason Jar For Your 
Arrangement  mini entry; Crème D Argent - Use Burlap 
In Your Setting  place setting entry; and Art With A Floral 
Arrangement entry. Reynolds also received second-place 
awards for her 6 zinnia entries including Giant Pink; Giant 
Rose or Salmon; Giant Orange, Scarlet or Red; Giant Cream, 

Yellow or Gold; Any Other; and for a 12-stem mixed bouquet.
Reynolds also received two third-place awards for her Giant 
Lavender to Purple Zinnia entry, as well as for her scented 
rose “A Rose is a Rose” entry.
In the Fine Arts building, Reynolds won seven first-place 
awards including for their Fair Theme: Celebrating 250 
Years Of American Heritage Fine Art Amateur Acrylic entry; 
a Animals, Domestic, Pets, a Patterns, and any other, and 
a Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage 
photography entries; and for an Unconventional Art Challenge 
3-D Sculptural Floor Piece entry. Second-place awards were 
given for their Patterns, Trees, and “Show Me the Love” 
heart-shaped subject photography entries; an Animal Skull 
Art entry and a Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage 
mixed media entry.
Third-place awards were given for three additional Landscape, 
Reflections and Trees photography entries.

L AY T ON V I L L E
Natalie Campbell: In the Fine Arts building, Campbell 
won a first-place award and Best of Division for her Fine 
Art Professional Pastel Animals, Domestic Or Farm “Virgil” 
entry; and a second-place award for her Fine Art Professional 
Pastel Animals, Domestic Or Farm “Ol’ Blue Eyes” entry.
Jaxson Deleon: In the Junior building, Deleon won 15 first-
place awards for his “49ers” collection entry; Acrylics “Night 
Scene” entry; Mixed Media “Envelope With Hearts” entry; 
Pencil “Mountain And Waterfall” entry; “Self Portrait” entry; 
Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage 
“Rock Flag,” “Bumblebee,“ “Lady Bug,” “Pond Night Sky,” 
and “Sunset” entries in the Painted Rocks Crafts class; “Cala 
Lilly” and “Pathway” entries in the Photography class; and 
“Bottle Brush With Clover,” “Bottle Brush With Petunias” and 
“Fern Mix” entries in the Arrangements Wreath, Wall, Swag 

Or Wall Hanging - Not To Exceed 
13 Inches class.
Deleon won second-place 
awards for their Acrylics “Flowers” 
entry; Watercolor “Sunset” entry; 
Color Pencil “Polar Bear” entry; 
and Pastel “Flower” entry as 
well as for their “Sand Medallion” 
Crafts category and Photography 
entries titled “Lilly” and “Garden 
Club.” Third-place awards were 
given for their Mixed Media Pulp 
Paper and Watercolor Pencil 
“Sunset” and “Jellyfish” entries; a 
bracelet entry; and for a Shadow 
Box Fair Theme: Celebrating 
250 Years Of American Heritage 
“American Rodeo Heritage” 
entry.
Kristin Deleon: In the Fine Arts 
building, Deleon won a first-place 
award for their Fine Art “Pink 
Flower” entry; two second-place 
awards for her Fine Art Amateur 
Pastel Flowers Or Plant Life 
“Secret Garden” and Fine Art 
Advanced “Baby Flower” entries; 
and a third-place award for her 
Fine Art Amateur Pastel Flowers 
Or Plant Life “Blue Flowers” 
entry.
Leo Deleon: In the Junior 
building, Deleon won seven 
first-place awards including for 
“Fern With Two Bottle Brush,” 
“Leo Clover Dried Flowers,” 
and “Orange Flowers” entries 
in the Wreath, Wall, Swag Or 
Wall Hanging - Not To Exceed 
13 Inches class; a first-place 
and Best of Division for their 
“Snowy Mountain” Landscape 
Photography entry; Fair Theme: 
Celebrating 250 Years Of 
American Heritage “Bracelet” in 
the Crafts category; Watercolor 
Bubble Art in the Arts category; 
and Rock Collection in the Rocks 
Collection category.
Second-place awards were 
given for Deleon’s “Jeep” and 
“Snowmobile” entries in the 
Hobbies Legos class; “Tahoe the 
Cat,” “250th,” “Bird,” “Bear,” and 
“Landscape” entries in the Arts 
category.
Third-place awards were given 
for Deleon’s “Tahoe The Cat” 
entry in the Arts Cartooning 
category; “Bracelet” and “Sand 
Medallion” entries in the Crafts 

category; and for their “Rose Pose,” “Purple Flowers,” and 
“Snow Man” entries in the Photography category.
Samantha Deleon: In the Fine Arts building, Deleon won 
four first-place awards for her Landscape, Pastures, Fields 
“Snow Day” and “Trees Tress” Photo Amateur Color entries 
and for her “Trout” Fine Art Amateur Any Other Art entry and 
Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage 
“Pine Cone Flowers” Fine Art Amateur Mixed Media entry. 
She received second-place awards for her Fair Theme:  
Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage “Patriotic Horse” 
Fine Art Amateur Acrylic entry; and Any Other, “Feathers” 
Fine Art Amateur Any Other Art entry; and Landscape Pastel 
“Trees” Fine Art Amateur Pastel entry. She also received a 
third-place award for her Color “Grams” Photo Living History 
Contest entry.
Arabella Doyle: In the Junior Building, Doyle won 11 first-
place awards including for her “Americana Bracelet” and 
“Crystal Sun Catcher” for her beaded crafts entries; and for 
her “Dog Looks Off Into Distance,” “San Francisco Ferry 
Building Skyline,” “Humming Bird And Flower Mural On A 
Building In Cozumel,” “Men Swing From Their Feet From Atop 
A Huge Pole Above A Marketplace,” “Photo Of Tulum Ruins 
By The Ocean,” “Sunrise Shot Of Pelicans On A Bridge In 
Tulum Mexico,” and “Looking Up At The Canopy Of Redwood 
Trees” photography entries.
Doyle received second-place awards for her photography 
entries including: “Two Cows One At The Top Of A Hill Looks 
Down On Another Cow,” “Iguana Perfectly Camouflaged 
On Fence Post,” “Black Bird Sits In Tree,” “An Orange 
Beetle Rests On A Yellow Flower,” “Photo Of Snow Covered 
Mountains And Lakes From Airplane Window,” “Mushrooms 
Grow In A Forest,” “Carnival Parade Dancer,” “A Boat Is 
Seen Speeding By From The Foliage Of The Jungle,” and “A 
Bonfire Burns As The Sun Sets.”
She received third-place awards for her photography entries 
including: “Fish Seen Through Submarine Porthole,” “Yellow 
Bird Looks At Camera With Head Tilted,” “Two Trillium 
Flowers Grow On A Log Perfectly Lined Up,” and “Photo Of A 
Ladybug Walking On A Rose Bush.”
She also received two Best of Division awards for her Painted 
Rock craft entry and her Flower Pot and Saucer entry in the 
Painted Pottery Project class.
Leibel Firks: In the Junior building, Firks won first place 
and a Best of Division for their Container Garden Miniature 
Garden - Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage entry; 
and additional first-place awards for two Landscape entries in 
the photography class. Two second-place awards were also 
given for his “Dog” and “Waterfalls” photography entries; and 
a third-place award for his “Pretty Bird” entry.
 Poppy Gunn: In the Junior building, Gunn won three first-
place awards including for her “Americas Bow” art entry, and 
for her “Children” and “Mother Oak” photography entries. 
Gunn also received a second-place award for her Strawberry 
Jam entry, and another for her “Girl” photography entry. 
She also received a third-place award for her “Sunset Sea” 
photography entry.
Tuli Gunn: In the Junior building, Gunn won a first-place award 
for her bracelet entry in the crafts class and four second-place 
awards for her “Children” entry in the photography class; 
for her brownies and Carrot Pineapple Cake baked goods 
entries; and for her “Filled with Color” Flower Burst, Fresh 
Arrangement entry.
Willow Gunn: In the Junior building, Gunn received a 
second-place award for her Quick Bread “Chocolate Zucchini 
Bread” baked good entry.
Tyler Knight: In the Junior building, Knight won four first-
place awards including for his Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 
Years Of American Heritage Window Display; Animal Skull Art; 
Landscape photography entry; and Bird House woodworking 
entry. Second-place awards were given for his Pie baked 
goods entry, and for four photography entries including 
photos depicting Animals, Domestic Or Farm;  Animals, Wild; 
Landscape; and Seascape Or Marine.
Eli Neuroth: In  the Junior building, Neuroth won 12 first-
place awards including for his “Scenic View” Acrylic Art 
entry; “Wind Chime” and “Crystal Suncatcher” beading craft 
entries; “Leather Bracelet” leather craft entry; “Fair Theme” 
and “Painted Gourd Bird House” Tole Painting entries; Silk 
Screening Single Color Silk Screen On Shirt and Tie-Dye Tye 
Dye Shirt entries in the Painting on Fabric class; Landscape 
Mountain And Sky and Seascape Or Marine Sea Sunset 
photography entries; Pillowcase entry in the Sewing class; 
and “Bird House Snoopy” in the Woodwork class. Second-
place awards were given for his “School Field” landscape 
photography entry; “Lake and Mountain” painted rock and 
Birdhouse Wind Chime crafts entries; and “The Game I 
Love” sports poetry entry. Third-place awards were given for 
“Tunnel” and “Road With Clouds” photography entries; and 
for “Earrings” in the beaded crafts class.
Khloe Neuroth: In the Junior building, Neuroth won 10 first-
place awards including for her: “Mushroom” and “Painted 
Gourd Birdhouse” Tole Painting entries; “Mandala” Painted 
Rocks, “Beaded Earrings” and “Tiny Birdhouse Wind Chime” 
entries in the crafts class; “Makeup Bag,” “Pillowcase,” and 

“Tote Bag Upcycled Tote With Pillow Sham” in the sewing 
class; and for her “Handmade Birdhouse” and “Wood 
Burning Name Sign” in the woodworking class. Second-place 
awards were given for her “Beaded Windchime,” “Crystal 
Suncatcher,” and “Ocean Painted Rocks” entries in the crafts 
class; for her acrylic “Sunflower” entry in the art class; Fair 
Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage “Milk 
Can” Tole Painting entry; “Tye Dye Shirt” and “Stamped Tea 
Towel” entries in the Painting on Fabric class; and for her 
“Where The Mountains Meet The Sea,” “Seaside Sunset,” 
and “Sunset On The Hill” photography class entries. Third-
place awards were given for her five photography entries 
including: “My Penny Watching The Sunset,” “It’s A Lunker!!,” 
‘The Night Sky,” “A Boy And His Pup,” and “The Lost Coast,” 
as well as for her “Loneliness Fades” poetry entry.
Amanda Patrick: In the Fine Arts building, Patrick won seven 
first-place awards for her photography entries including: 
“Wild Tarsier Sanctuary, Bohol, Philippines,” “Structure Ruins 
Bacolod, Philippines,” “Describe Making Music Taken With 
Consent Cebu, Philippines,” “Sunrise Osolob, Philippines,” 
“Under Water Snorkeling,” and “Overlooking The Bay, Coron, 
Philippines” which also won a Best of Division award. Second-
place awards were also given for her photography entries 
including “B. Bryan Preserve,” “River Cruise,” “Chocolate 
Hills Bohol,  Philippines,” and “Bay Views Coron, Philippines.”
Westin Patrick: In the Junior building, Patrick won a first-
place award for his “Cow” acrylics entry; a second-place 
award for his “Abstract” acrylics entry; and three third-place 
awards for his “Abstract 2” acrylics entry; his “Chicken” 
watercolor entry; and his Painted Rocks entry.
Whitney Patrick: In the Junior building, Patrick won two 
second-place awards for her Painted Rocks and “Tangerine 
the Peacock” watercolor entries; and three third-place 
awards for her “Ocean” acrylics entry, and for her “Patches” 
and “Quail” watercolor entries.
Waylon Patrick: In the Junior building, Patrick won two 
first-place awards for his “Peacock” watercolor entry and 
his “Console Table” woodworking entry; three second-
place awards for his “Jimmy Hoffa’s Car” watercolor entry, 
his Painted Rocks entry, and his “Puerta Vallarta, Mexico” 
landscape photography entry. Third-place awards were given 
for his “Wild Iguana” and “Wild Jungle Spider” photography 
entries; his “Blackberry White Chocolate Scones” baked 
goods entry; and for his “Truck in the County” pencil art entry.
Wyatt Patrick: In the Junior building, Patrick won 10 first-
place awards including for his “Haiku to Read,” “A Most 
Ridiculous Quest,” “The Stories The Wind Tells,” “Fable: A 
Dream,” and “The Chant” poetry entries; “Church, Philippines,” 
“Chocolate Hills, Philippines,” “Philippines Bay,” “River 
Cruise,  Philippines,” and “Bacolod Philippines” photography 
entries, the last of which also won a Best of Division special 
award. Second-place awards were given for his “Wild Tarsier,” 
“Coron, Philippines,” and “Twin Lagoons Selfie” photography 
entries; “Fantasy Map” pencil art entry; “Spontaneous Colors” 
watercolor art entry; and for five additional poetry entries 
including: “Love,” “Left Unsaid,” “The Art Of Art,” “The True 
Meaning Of Friends,” and “Party Time!” Third-place awards 
were given for his “The Flower” and “4th Of July Fireworks” 
photography entries, as well as his Painted Rocks entry. 
Karen Painted Feather Sequeira: in the Fine Arts building, 
Sequeira won three first-place awards including for her 
Animal Skull Art “Buffalo Skull ‘Gratitude’” entry; Celebrating 
250 Years Of American Heritage Artwork Pieces Rendition Of 
Old Rodeo Photos Using Charcoal & Acrylic, 100 Years Ago, 
3 Pieces entry; and Painted Feather “Array” entry which also 
won Best of Division. A second-place award was also given 
for her “Wild Horse & Mt. Lion ‘The Encounter’” acrylic art 
entry.
Mckaylee Soto: In the Junior building, Soto won 8 first-place 
awards including for her “Colorful Swirls” acrylics art entry; 
“Flower Vase” and “Green Bamboo” mixed media entries; 
“Moon Night” painted rocks entry; “Earrings” craft entry; 
“Carnation Mix,” “Fern With Daisey’s” and “Purple Bottle 
Brush” entries in the Arrangements Dry, Wreath, Wall, Swag 
Or Wall Hanging - Not To Exceed 13 Inches class. Second-
place awards were given for her “Flowers” mixed media 
entry; “Sunset” pencil entry; “Green Frog” watercolor entry; 
and for her “Bumble Bee” and “Sunset” painted rocks entries. 
Third-place awards were given for her “Earth” and “Medallion” 
painted rocks entries and for her “Star” mixed media entry.
Austin Zuffinetti: In the Junior building, Zuffinetti won three 
first-place awards including for their “Sunflower” pencil art 
entry; painted rocks entry; and Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 
Years Of American Heritage tole painting entry, which also 
won a Best of Division special award. Second-place awards 
were given for their “Potato” vegetable entry and pencil art 
entry. Third-place awards were given for their painted rocks 
entry; and “Painted Vase” tole painting entry.
Emmett Zuffinetti: In the Junior building, Zuffinetti won two 
first-place awards including for their Accessory, Canvas Bag, 
Apron, Etc. painting on fabric entry and for their “Potato” 
vegetable entry. Second-place awards were given for their 
“Mushroom” sculpture entry; other craft entry; Fair Theme:  
Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage tole painting 
entry; and stepping stones or painted rocks entry. Two third-

place awards were also given for another stepping stones 
or painted rocks entry, as well as for another pencil art entry.
Hayden Zuffinetti: In the Junior building, Zuffinetti won six 
first-place awards including for their leatherwork hobby entry; 
two pencil art entries; Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years 
Of American Heritage “Eagle” tole painting entry; Accessory, 
Canvas Bag, Apron, Etc. painted on fabric entry and their 
“Potato” vegetable entry. A second-place award was given 
for their painted rocks entry. Three third-place awards were 
given for their “Rainbow” acrylics entry, watercolor entry and 
painted rocks entry. 

W I L L I T S
Richard Bolton: In the Junior building, Richard Bolton won a 
first-place award and Best of Division special award for their 
Animal Skull art entry.
Michele Briggs: In the Agriculture/Floristry building, Briggs 
received 18 first-place awards including for their herb entries 
including Chives, Dill, Mint, Oregano, and herb bouquet 
entries; radish entry; crookneck and zucchini squash entries; 
three Nature’s Unique unusual/odd size entries; and two 
Produce Character entries.
Second-place awards were given for addition Herb entries 
including for Lavender, Parsley, Sage, Thyme, and Bay 
entries; Slicing Green and Slicing Lemon cucumber entries; 
and additional Nature’s Unique unusual/odd size entry.
In the Home Arts building, Briggs received five first-place 
awards including for their two Special Salsa Contest entries; 
and three Pickle/Relish entries including “Dill Pickles,” “Spicy 
Lemon,” and “Hot Salsa” entries. Second-place awards were 
given for their “Apple Butter,” “Pear Butter,” and “Tomatillos” 
entries, and a third-place award for their “Zucchini Bread” 
entry.
Emma DeFranco: In the Junior building, DeFranco received 
two first-place awards for her Pen & Ink art entry and her 
“Turtle” Pencil art entry. Second-place award was given for 
an additional Pencil art entry. 
Maycee DeFranco: In the Junior building, DeFranco received 
three second-place awards for their “Apple Jelly” entry and 
their “Asparagus” and “Carrots, Asparagus, Radish, Beets” 
preserved entries. A third-place award was given for their 
“Red, White, and Blue Jelly” entry.
Tanner Dudley: In the Junior building, Dudley received a 
first-place award for their “Rock Crawler” welding entry.  
Aliyah Duley: In the Junior building, Duley won two first-
place awards for their Educational Poster “Poultry Info” entry 
and for their “Stool” woodworking furniture entry. Duley also 
received an additional first-place award for their “Starry Night” 
art entry, which also won a special Best of Division award. A 
second-place award was given for their “Hand Carved Stamp 
Print” entry.
Lillian Duncan: In the Junior building, Duncan received four 
first-place awards for their “Sun Catcher” and “Beads on a 
Branch” beading entries; “Rag Quilt” machine quilting entry; 
and for their “Fairy Garden/Terrarium” entry. Second-place 
awards were given for their “Red, White and Blue” acrylic 
painting entry; their “Rabbit in Red, White and Blue Flowers” 
watercolor painting entry; and their “Bracelet” beaded entry.
Whitney Eads: In the Agriculture/Floriculture building, Eads 
won one first-place award for their “White Kadota” figs entry. 
In the Fine Arts building, Eads won one first-place award for 
their “Pleased to Meet You” photography entry.
Richy Ferri: In the Junior building, Ferri won one first-place 
award for their “Nut Flowers On A Single Stem With A Nut 
Base“ welding entry.
Courtney Figg-Hoblyn: In the Home Arts building, Figg-
Hoblyn won one first-place award for their “Household Pillow 
Case” sewing entry.
Grady Fonsen: In the Junior building, Fonsen won one first-
place award for their Animal Skill Art entry.
Sarah Fonsen: In the Junior building, Fonsen won one first-
place award for their Lavender Wreath, Wall, Swag Or Wall 
Hanging dried arrangement entry. A second-place award was 
given for their Animal Skull Art entry.
Joe Ford: In the Fine Arts building, Ford won two first-place 
awards for their “Moon Valley” acrylic art entry and their “Me, 
Myself & I” metal sculpture entry. Second-place awards were 
given for their “Just for Fun” metal sculpture entry; and for 
their three photography entries including “Twister,” Broken 
Bench,” and “Lazy Day.”
Amy A. Ford: In the Fine Arts building, Ford won 10 first-
place awards for their color and black-and-white photography 
entries including “The Gate.” “Big Sky Country,” “Hwy 101,” 
“Emergency Parking Only,” “Sweet Peas,” “High Desert,” “Mud 
Volcano,“ “Silver Lake,” “Spring in the Valley,” and Fair Theme:  
Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage “Americana” 
which also won a Special Best of Division award. Second-
place awards were given for additional photography entries 
including “A Place to Ponder,” “Searching for Something,” 
“Snow in Yellowstone,” “Field & Stream is Calling,” “Valley 
Life,” “The Golden Gate Bridge,” “Pansies,” and “Solid as a 
Rock” featuring a heart-shaped subject. A third-place award 
was given for their “Fall in Yellowstone” photography entry.

Zinnia Harris: In the Junior building, Harris won three first-
place awards for their “Fruit Bars” baked goods entry; and 
for their Fair Theme: Celebrating 250 Years Of American 
Heritage fresh arrangement and “Flower Burst“ floral entries. 
Second-place awards were also given for their mini fresh 
arrangement entry and their “Foccacia” yeast bread baked 
goods entry.
Peggy Margaret Hebrard: In the Fine Arts building, Hebrard 
won four first-place awards for their “Ruby & Jackpot” acrylic 
art entry and for their “Stained Glass Water Lilies,” “Jamestown 
Train,” and “One Summer Evening” oil art entries. Hebrard 
also won an additional first-place award and Best of Division 
award for their “Point Lobos” oil art entry.
Linda Hill: In the Agriculture/Floriculture building, Hill won 
seven first-place awards for their “Black Walnut,” “Geranium,” 
“Hanging Cactus,” and “Succulent Collection” entries as well 
as for their Netherland Dwarf - Use A Small Mason Jar For 
Your Arrangement floral entry. First-place awards were also 
won for their miniature mixed and any other mixed bouquet 
entries. Second-place awards were given for their “Mint” and 
“Rosemary” herb entries; “Avocado” produce in a jar entry; 
and “Snake Cactus” potted plant entry. A third-place award 
was given for their Dwarf - Use A Perfume Bottle For Your 
Arrangement floral entry.
In the Home Arts building, Hill received a second-place award 
for their “Coconut Puffs” confection baked goods entry.
Mickey Hill: In the Fine Arts building, Hill won a first-place 
award for their “Starry City Nightscape” acrylic entry; and a 
second-place award for their Animal Skull Art entry.
Kasey Hollifield: In the Home Arts building, Hollifield won a 
first-place award for their “Hat and Scarf” knitted entry.  
Maureen Jennison: In the Agriculture/Floriculture building, 
Jennison won six first-place awards including for her 
“Chamomile,” “Lavender,” and “Rosemary” herb entries; 
“Kale” leafy green entry; “Locust Native” apple entry; and 
“Snapdragon” cut flower entry. Second-place awards were 
given for her “Chives” herb entry; Gardener’s Delight fruit 
entry; and “Blackberries” fruit entry.
Third-place awards were given for her “Marigold” cut flower 
entry; “Sage” and “Thyme” herb entries; and pole bean entry.
In the Fine Arts building, Jennison won two first-place awards 
for her “Tear Drop” and “Sherman and Kretos” stained glass 
entries, the last of which also won a Best of Division special 
award. Second-place awards were given for her additional 
stained glass entries including “Banana” and “Bee” and a 
third-place award was given for one more stained glass entry, 
“Dumpster Fire Years.”
Devin King: In the Home Arts building, King received a 
second-place award and a third-place award for their “Scarf” 
crocheted entries.
Swayze King: In the Junior building, King won four first-
place awards for their “Moon Over Water” acrylic art entry; 
“Necklace” beaded entry; “Pillow Case” sewing entry; and 
“Quilted Heart” quilting entry. Second-place awards were 
given for their “Rainbow Sky” acrylic art entry and a third-
place award was given for their hanging bead work entry.
Pat Knolle: In the Home Arts building, Knolle won two first-
place awards, and two Best of Division awards for their “Witch 
Hat” sewing entry, and Framed Sewing counted cross stitch 
entry.
Alice Kroh Ford: In the Fine Arts building, Ford received 
two second-place awards for their “Top of the Rock” and 
“American Boy” photography entries, as well as a third-place 
award for their “Three White Knights” photography entry.
Alicia Logan: In the Home Arts building, Logan won a first-
place award for their “Jalapenos (From Last Year’s Plants)” 
vegetable entry. In the Agriculture/Floriculture building , 
Logan received a third-place award for their “Big Zucchini” in 
the Nature’s Uniques Unusual/Odd Shape class.
Tinley Logan: In the Junior building, Logan won two first-place 
awards for their “Sunset” photograph entry and “Rosemary” 
freeze dried preserved foods entry.  A second-place award 
was given for their “Largemouth Bass” photography entry. 
Third-place awards were also given for addition photography 
entries including “Hello Cows” and “Eel River.”
Sheri Lovell: In the Home Arts building, Lovell won two first-
place awards including for their “Long Green and Black Skirt” 
sewing entry and a “Patriotic Rope Basket” basketry entry. A 
second-place award was also given for their “Quilted Patriotic 
Decorative Bow” craft entry.
Kathy Lundgren: In the Agriculture/Floriculture building, 
Lundgren won 10 first-place awards for their herb, eggplant, 
peppers, Gardener’s Delight Vegetables entries in the 
Vegetable classes; and Pansy, Other, Petunia and three 
Marigold entries in the Flower class. Second-place awards 
were given for their “Basil,” “Oregano,” and “Herb Bouquet,” 
entries in the herb class; a pole bean entry, and a “Roma” 
tomato entry in the vegetable class; and an “Ivy” potted entry 
in the plant class. Third-place awards were given for their 
“Parsley” and “Rosemary” herb entries.
In the Home 
Arts building, 
Lundgren won 

Read more of
Results Over on page 9

Above, left: Alicia Logan’s third-place “Ketchup Bottle” Zucchini entry in the Home Arts building notes that “her 
garden has a sense of humor!” Above, right: The Junior building is packed with entries of every variety. Below, from 
left: Davna Reynolds entered this Hedgehog in the Produce Characters class, winning first place. More Junior building 
entries, including Lyla Lundgren’s first-place caterpillar craft. Natalie Campbell’s second- and third-place drawings of 
horses, entered in the Fine Arts building.

Above, from left: The Home Arts building is filled with canned, baked, preserved, and hand-made goodies, including this beautiful decorated cake entry 
made by Lilly Crosby in the 2026 theme of the fair: Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage, which won first place. Several Best of Division and 
additional award-winning jars surround the cake. Pat Knolle’s quilted witch hat won first place in the Home Arts building. Maureen Jennison’s stained-
glass creation, custom-patterned from a photograph of Sherman and Kretos, won first place and a Best of Division award in the Fine Arts building.

Above, from left: Christina Orozco entered this patriotic vest into the Home Arts building. “I made this one right there,” said Ryann Arnold, pointing to 
the little purple crocheted basket holding an amethyst crystal, which won her second place in the Junior building. The Floriculture/Horticulture building 
showcased many of the top-earning entries in a patriotic display at the back of the building, which included a patriotic place setting, a giant group of 
marigolds, a gorgeous cut dahlia, an all-white arrangement, an arrangement made with a draining colander, and more.

Photos by 
Maureen 
Jennison

BOONVILLE
FAIRGROUNDS

FRIDAY, 9/18:

SATURDAY, 9/19:

SUNDAY, 9/20:

OPEN 9 AM TO MIDNIGHT DAILY!

GENERAL ADMISSION: 
ADULTS $12 | JUNIORS 13-18: $10

KIDS 7-12: $8 | 6 AND UNDER: FREE

See full schedule online: hhp://mendocountyfair.com/

Apple Tasting | Livestock | Wool & Fiber Show | Exhibits

Free admission for children under 12
Admission is $8 for seniors 65 and over

Apple Bowl Soccer Games
Girls start at 5 pm & boys at 6:45 pm

10 am: Sheep Dog Trials
10 am: Classic Car Show
Noon: Parade
2 pm: CCPRA Rodeo
6 pm: Dance - Herencia De 
         Reyes and Grupo Lagos

8 pm: CCPRA Rodeo
9:30 pm: Dance - Dean Titus
               & the Coyote Cowboys

2026 THEME:

BOOTS, BUCKLES & BOWS
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Little Nugget
Nugget may be small, 8.8 

pounds, but he has plenty 
of sweetness packed into 
that little body! At over 3 
months old, this terrier can 
be a bit shy when meeting 
someone new and likes to 
take things at his own pace. 
Once he feels safe and 
comfortable, his friendly side 
starts to come out. Nugget is 
currently in a foster home, 

looking for someone willing to give him the time he needs 
to settle in and shine!

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino is located at 
9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley. Feel free to visit us, no 
appointments needed on Wednesday and Friday, 1 to 5 
pm and Saturday and Sunday, 11 am to 3 pm. Thursdays 
by appointment only: Please call 707-485-0123 or email 
info@hsimc.org for an appointment. Closed Monday and 
Tuesday. Fill out a foster or adoption application on our 
website: www.mendohumanesociety.com. Check out all 
of our available dogs and cats on our website, on our 
Facebook page, and on www.petfinder.com.

Friendly Trout
Trout is a 1 year old, 72 pound Labrador Retriever mix 

with a friendly, playful personality and a great start on his 
training. He already knows “sit,” “down,” and “shake,” and 
he’s eager to keep learning. Trout loves people, enjoys 
staying active, and would make a wonderful hiking partner 
for an adopter who enjoys 
the outdoors.

The Mendocino County 
Animal Shelter, located at 
298 Plant Road in Ukiah, is 
open to the public from 9:30 
am to 5 pm Tuesday through 
Friday, and 10 am to 3 pm on 
Saturdays (closed for lunch 
each day from 1 to 1:30 pm). 
Make sure to pre-fill out the 
adoption application available 
at www.mendoanimalshelter.
com. Info: 707-463-4427.

29 first-place awards for their quilting 
entries including Appliqued & Quilted 
By Machine; Infant, Quilted By 
Machine; Infant, Tied; Miniatures; Art 
Quilt; Quilted Wearing Apparel; Quilt 
By A Group, Club Or Organization; 
Block Of The Month-Round Robin, 
Sew A Row; and Any Other Quilted 
Item.
Lundgren’s winning Preserved Fruits 
class entries included Peaches, 
Sliced; Pears, Slices; Fruits, and 
Any Other. Winning Preserved Jam 
and Vegetable entries included Fig, 
Strawberry-Pineapple and tomatoes. 
Winning Pickles/Relishes/Sauces 
entries included Beets, Green 
Beans, Catsup, Barbecue Sauce, 
and Spaghetti Sauce. Winning Quick 
Bread entries included Cranberry 
and Zucchini breads. Winning Cake 
entries included Frosted Layer, light; 
Any Other Layer Cake; Carrot With 
Or W/O Nuts; and Single Layer Cake 
entries. Winning Cookies included 
Bar; Refrigerator, Roll & Cut; and 
Shaped, No Cut Out entries.
Seven additional first-place awards 
were also given to the following 
entries which also each won Best of 
Division awards, including: Pumpkin, 
With Or W/O Nuts Or Raisins; 
Dehydrated-Freeze Dryed Foods, 
vegetables; Raspberry Preserved 
Jam; Zucchini Relish; Preserved 
Fruits Cherries, Dark; and a Pieced & 
Quilted By Machine quilting entry.
Second-place awards were given 
for their quilting entries including 
Quilt Square Set, 2 Identical Blocks; 
Pieced & Quilted By Machine; Infant, 
Quilted By Machine; Infant, Tied; 
Wall Hanging; Quilt By A Group, Club 
Or Organization; and Block Of The 
Month-Round Robin, Sew A Row 
entries.
Also receiving second-place awards 
were Kathy Lundgren’s Preserved 
Green Beans and Preserved Corn 
entries; Peppers, Hot Salsa, Other 
Salsa and Other Sauce entries in the 
Pickles/Relishes and Sauces class; 
Banana With Or W/O Nuts, Corn 
bread, and Other Muffin entries in the 
Quick Bread classes; Frosted Layer, 
Dark;  Any Other Layer Cake; Bundt; 
Cupcakes; and Loaf Cake entries in 
the Cake class; Rolled Or Cut Out 
and Any Other Cookie entries in the 
Cookie class; and for their Coffee 

Cake and Any Pastry entries in the 
Coffee Cake class.
Third place awards were given for 
their Blackberry and Cherry entries 
in the Preserved Jam class; Other 
Preserved Vegetable entry in the 
Preserves class; Mild Salsa, and 
Other Salsa entries in the Pickles/
Relishes/Sauces class; Other Bread 
entry in the Quick Bread class; 
Frosted Layer, Dark entry in the Cake 
class; Brownies With or W/O nuts 
and Any Other entries in the Cookies 
class; and for their Mints entry in the 
Confections class.
Lyla Lundgren: In the Junior 
building, Lundgren won four first-
place awards for their Preschool Arts 
& Crafts entries including Fair Theme:  
Celebrating 250 Years Of American 
Heritage; Recycled Art; Sculpture, 
Clay Or Other; and Any Other Art Or 
Craft entries as well as a second-
place award for their additional Fair 
Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of 
American Heritage award.
Luis Mandujano-Carrillo: In the 
Junior building, Mandujano-Carrillo 
won a first-place award for their Mild 
Steel Cross welding entry.
Landyn Martin Lundgren: In the 
Junior building Lundgren won 10 
first-place awards for their entries 
including Fair Theme Quilt Challenge; 
Tie-Dye Painting on Fabric; Pillow 
sewing entry; Clothing Textiles; Quilts; 
Baked Foods, cookies; Jam/Jelly/
Marmalade/Preserve; Dried Food, 
Nuts Or Oils; Pickles Or Relish and 
an additional Any Other item in the 
Preserved Foods class. Lundgren 
also received two additional first-place 
awards, and Best of Division special 
awards for their Cookies and Dried 
Foods Nuts/Oils entries in the Baked 
and Preserved foods classes.
Second-place awards were given 
for their Hobby Legos entry; Tie Dye 
Painting on Fabric entry; Sewing 
entry; Cakes, Cookies and Muffins 
entries in the Baked Goods class; and 
Pickles, Vegetables and Other entries 
in the Preserved Foods class.
Third-place awards were given for 
their Any Other art entry; Brownies 
baked goods entry; and Fruit and Jam/
Jelly/Marmalade/Preserve entries.
Kassidee Mayfield: In the Junior 
building, Mayfield won two first-
place awards for their acrylic art and 
potholder entries; and a 
third-place award for their 
photography entry.

Paislee Mayfield: In the Junior 
building, Mayfield won two first place 
awards for their potholder and beaded 
earrings entries.
Artie McCann: In the Fine Arts 
building, McCann received a second-
place award for their Red/White/Blue 
Earrings jewelry entry; and a third-
place award for their Turquoise/Gold 
Bracelet jewelry entry.
Dianne McNeal: In the Home Arts 
building, McNeal won a first-place 
award for their Chocolate Fudge 
with or without nuts entry in the 
Confections class; and a third-place 
award for their Coffee Cake entry in 
the Coffee Cakes and Pastries class.
Samuel Munderloh: In the Junior 
building, Munderloh received 
a second-place award for their 
Celebrating 250 Years Of American 
Heritage entry.  
Nancy Nazarian-Reed: In the Home 
Arts building, Nazarian-Reed received 
a third-place award for their Fair 
theme Quilt Challenge entry.  
Christina Orozco: In the Home Arts 
building, Orozco won three first-place 
awards for their Personal Zipper Bag 
With Cork Bottom sewing entry; Book 
Worm Book Mark counted cross 
stitch entry; and for their Mink, Wool, 
Angora White Yarn handspun fiber 
entry. Additional first-place awards, 
and Best of Division awards were 
given for their Crochet Triangle Shawl 
entry, their Personal Magnas Hat 
knitting entry, and their Hand Knit Item 
Alpaca/Wool Sweater entry.
Second-place awards were given 
for their Yellow Alpaca/Silk Yarn 
handspun fiber entry; Humming Bird 
Purse sewing entry and Linen Scarf 
knitting entry. Third-place awards 
were given for their “Blackberry, Blood 
Peach, Fig” and “Homegrown Blood 
Peach Jam” entries in the Preserved 
Jam class.
Karen Oslund: In the Home Arts 
building, Oslund won two first-place 
awards including for their “Pieced By 
Machine & Quilted By Hand Queen-
Sized Bearpaw Chain. Made For My 
Son And His Wife In Honor Of Their 
Wedding” entry; and for their Butterfly 
Table Runner quilted entry.
Mattie Owen: In the Agriculture/
Floriculture building, Owen won three 
first-place awards including for their 
Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years 
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Make fall magical with a train 
ride to the circus on select dates

September 11-27

SkunkTrain.com | 707.964.6371

Read the rest of
Results Over on page 11
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CLASSIFIEDS

RV/Trailer Space 
for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers – starts at $500 
per month, includes 
water & garbage. Close 
to Safeway in Willits. Call 
Tony (707) 972-4696. See 
at http://www.oaknvine.
net/tp

Help Wanted
Hiring for Housing 
Program Coordinator in 
Willits. PT hybrid. Email 
wsagmendocino@gmail.
com.

Find Greater 
Happiness in Your 

Relationships
We warmly welcome 
anyone interested in an 
open spiritual discussion 
on Tuesday, September 
1, 11 am to 12 noon, at 
the Willits Library, 390 
E. Commercial Street. 
Questions? Call Joy (707) 
367-3777. Sponsored by 
Eckankar in California and 
Nevada.

For Rent
Quiet rural cabin for rent 
near hospital. Small space 
best for 1 occupant with no 
pets, near another home. 
$1000/month includes 
electric, water, septic. 
Available September 1. 
Spring: (707) 513-0938.

Do you need food?
Willits Food Bank, 
344 Railroad Avenue, 
Willits, CA 95490. Open 
Wednesdays & Fridays, 
11 am to 4:30 pm. New 
Client Choice model where 
you select your own items. 
Bring shopping bags, Bring 
an I.D. Info: (707) 459-
3333

Brown Bag Lunch 
Program

Every Saturday at 1 pm 
sack lunches are served by 
local churches, community 
organizations, and families 
at Bud Snider Park on East 
Commercial. Come at 1 
pm to be assured a lunch!

Homemades & 
Alterations by 

Teresa
Alterations & seamstress 
work available locally. 
Reasonable prices and 
prompt service. Contact: 
(707) 472-8787.

Multifamily Yard 
Sale

555 Mill Street, Willits. 
8/29-8/30 from 9 am to 
3 pm. Sports cards and 
other memorabilia, sports 
collectible plates etc., 
Funko Pops, DVD/Bluray 
movies, Jewelry, Kids and 
Adult clothing, accessories 
and shoes, some home 
items, and more.…  

Room for Rent
For rent master bedroom 
and bath. Private entrance, 
no shared space, includes 
refrigerator, utilities, 
internet, AC. 1 person 
50 or older. $800 month; 
rental referral required. 
805 259-9155.

 

LEGAL 
NOTICES

WW623 

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement 

2026-F0271
The following person or 
persons are doing business as 
Al's Redwood Room, 207 
South Main Street, Willits, CA 
95490; 707-367-7594. 
Registered owners:  Sarah 
Mayfield and Corey Unangst, 
24292 Cypress Drive, Willits, 
CA 95490.
This business is conducted by 
a married couple. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name 
listed above on N/A. 
FBN statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk 
Recorder on July 24, 2026.
/s/ Sarah Mayfield
Publication Dates:  August 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2026

WW624 

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement 

2026-F0274
The following person or 
persons are doing business as 
Ash Designs, 234 South Main 
St., #4, Willits, CA 95490. 
Mailing address: 195 E. 
Mendocino Ave., #8, Willits 
CA 95490; 904-295-9481. 
Registered owner: Alexis 
Halleck, 195 E. Mendocino 
Ave., #8, Willits CA 95490.
This business is conducted 
by an individual.
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name 
listed above on N/A. 
FBN statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk 
Recorder on July 24, 2026.
/s/ Alexis Halleck
Publication Dates:  August 
20, 27, September 3 and 10, 
2026

Furry Friends Hoping for a Home

OBITUARY |

Dianne 
Menzies

Dianne Menzies was born 
July 1, 1941 and passed 
away on July 21, 2026 at 85 
years old due to long-term 
illnesses. She fought long 
and hard. She was a 30-
year resident of Willits, CA, 
and Dianne volunteered 
at the gift shop of Howard 
Hospital many years until 
her illness was too difficult 
to manage. She served 
many years with the Red 
Cross in Sonoma County 
with her late husband Colin, 
Menzies.

She is survived by 5 
children, 10 grandchildren, 
and 8 great-grandchildren, 
her sister-in-law Joyce 
Ferrero (Windsor), 
brother-in-law Larry Olsen 
(Wisconsin), and Kathy 
Menzies (Mill Valley). She 
will be missed by many in 
her community, and she 
greatly missed those she 
had lost before. I, am going 
to remember her youthful 
spirit and her drive to live 
throughout her fight for life. 
Please remember her well. 
There will be no memorial at 
this time.

Veteran Handyman
Hire a Veteran for your 
handyman needs.  Elec-
trical   Changing light 
bulbs   Leaky toilets & 
sinks   Clogged drains  
 Odd jobs. Reasonable 
rates. Satisfaction Guaran-
teed. Senior Discount. Call 
Tom (707) 841-8106

Yard Sale
North Street. and Redwood 
Avenue, Saturday, Sept. 
5 and Sunday, Sept. 6, 9 
am to 1 pm. Collectibles, 
masks, country items, 
mid-century furniture, eth-
nic toys, golf clubs, plus 
more.

Include a 
Classified ad 

here next week! 
They’re just $15 

for 30 words 
for two weeks.

SCALE and the resources at your local 
small business development centers like 
the West Business Center. Reach out to the 
Small Business Development Center and 
the Economic Development & Financing 
Corporation.

“Find the mentors who will challenge 
you, guide you, and help you grow.”

O’Hanlon explained how he used the 
SCALE program to access business 
coaching and affordable capital from 
West Business Development Center, a 
small business development center and 
community lender in Ukiah. This support 
made it possible for O’Hanlon to buy his 
partners out and grow Artefex, a company 
that now employs 10 people in rural 
Mendocino County. 

Another small business resource is 
the CAMEO Network, which has grown 
to a national coalition since starting in 
California. Carolina Martinez, CEO of 
CAMEO Network, was one of the speakers 
at the small business workshop in Willits.  

“CAMEO Network is an association 
of 400 organizations, agencies and 
individuals focused on furthering micro 
business development through capital and 
coaching,” CEO Martinez said. “All that 
adds up to mean: We’re small business 
ecosystem builders. Anton’s story illustrates 
the strength of investing in programs that 
help small businesses to grow and thrive.”

The CAMEO Network serves about 
200,000 very small businesses with 
training, business assistance, and credit 
assistance and loans. These businesses 
– largely start-ups with less than six 

employees – support or create 300,000 
new jobs and generate a total of $15 billion 
in economic activity.

“There’s a culture of entrepreneurship 
right now,” Martinez said, “people striving 
to create their own jobs and wealth for 
themselves, their families, and their 
communities. The SCALE program can 
help to make that a reality for people.” 

Willits Mayor Tom Allman shared the 
event at the August 12 Willits City Council 
meeting. The hosting business “is called 
Artifex on East Hill Road,” Allman said. 
“They have a niche in the art business 
of making metal canvases for artists to 
paint on and to print photographs on. 
And the Economic Development Finance 
Corporation of the county, which I sit on, 
has helped them in business quite a bit. 
And tomorrow morning there’s a press 
conference with the state being there and 
showcasing not just the fact that they have 
10 employees, but the fact that Artefex is 
growing, and they could double the size of 
their employees in the next 12 months.”

The Willits stop was part of a Small 
Business Spotlight Road Tour highlighting 
the SCALE program, with visits to 
Sacramento, Inglewood, Jurupa Valley, 
Fresno, Oakland, Watts, San Bruno, Aptos, 
and Chico.

Small business owners interested in 
receiving support through SCALE can 
complete a quick intake form at https://
startupspace.app/v2/dynamic-survey/
view/469/1360

Participants will be matched with 
appropriate resources based on their 
specific business needs, stage of 
development, and financing goals.

AT left: A group photo 
from the August 18 
workshop at Artefex in 
Willits. From left: Willits 
Mayor Tom Allman; Sarah 
Bodnar, West Business 
Development Center; 
Director Elmy Bermejo, 
California Office of the 
Small Business Advocate; 
Anton O’Hanlon, owner 
of Artefex; Carolina 
Martinez, CEO of CAMEO 
Network; and Erik Mikolai, 
Northern CA Small 
Business Development 
Centers.

Above, left: Carolina Martinez, CEO of CAMEO Network, was also one of the speakers at the August 
18 at Artefex in Willits. Above, right: Elmy Bermejo, director of the California Office of the Small 
Business Advocate, spoke at the micro business workshop in Willits.

Photos courtesy of EMC Communications
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Willits United
Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden

A place to find comfort
where all are welcome

Pastor Jaime Rogers-Fairchild
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am

286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855

wumc@outlook.com
www.willitsumc.org

Facebook: facebook willits umc

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•A University for Soul
i•Spiritual Living Courses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475

april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.
Pastor Kris Strickland

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship

Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177

Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom

Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Worship Service
10 a.m.

For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive

Facebook.com/stjohnswillits
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Wednesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday-5:30 p.m.

Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish

Confessions on Saturday
4:45 - 5:15 p.m.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252

https://stanthonywillits.org/
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
10:00 a.m. - Worship

Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490

ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Church
of Christ

“What must we do to be saved?” 
Acts 2:37

1095 S. Main St., Willits
 (next to Super 8)

(707) 459-5023
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-

6-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study-

7-8:00 p.m.

Thursday, 
August 27
Willits Farmers 
Market: Join 
your neighbors at 
Summer Market 
outdoors at City 
Park on Commercial 
Street, Thursday, 
August 27, from 
3 to 5:30 pm, for 
the freshest produce available, local meat, 
farm fresh eggs, hot and cold food from local 
businesses, along with crafts, live music, 
the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
The market honors EBT and WIC cards and 
matches benefits to double your dollars.

Friday, August 28
Last weekend for “Burning and 
Turning” at WCA: August show 
at the Willits Center for the Arts 
features metalwork by Morgan 
Rex who has been producing 
home and garden décor made 
from metal and glass in Willits for 
over 40 years, and Ken Burton, 
aka Woodturned707, who has 
been turning wood for over 10 
years, crafting bowls and other 
vessels from beautiful local woods. 
Showing through Sunday, August 
30; gallery hours are Fridays through Sundays 
from 11 am to 5 pm. 71 East Commercial Street. 
More info: visit www. willitscenterforthearts.org
Storytime at the Library: Bring the little ones 
for an enhanced storytime with retired teacher 
Ms. McCarthy! Friday, August 28, from 11 am 
to noon Willits Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street 
Disaster Preparedness 
Workshop at the 
Library: Ready for the 
next “big one”? Whether 
it’s wildfire, earthquake, 
or flood, it is good to be 
prepared. Join us on 
Friday, August 28, from 
3 to  pm as LISTOS 
Disaster Preparedness 
Educator Christian 
Uyeno takes attendees 
through a five-step 
disaster preparedness 
guide (they’ll get a 
copy), and holds open discussions on the 
topics reviewed.  Willits Branch Library 
meeting room, 390 East Commercial. More 
info: www.mendolibrary.org or 707-459-5908.
Funkasaurus at the Pub: Horn-driven, 
rhythmic, and warm, Funkasaurus moves 
easily from smoky soul-jazz grooves to full-
throttle funk, delivering a live sound that is 
danceable, colorful, and super 
groovy. Friday, August 28 at 8 pm. 
$10 cover. 50 South Main Street. 

Saturday, August 29
Mariposa Market 47th 
Anniversary: Celebrating 47 years 
on Saturday, August 29, from 10 
am to 4 pm at Mariposa Market, 
500 South Main Street. Vendors, 
Demos, Samples, Sales, Raffles, 
Music and more. 
Willits Lions Club 100th 
Anniversary at the Rec Grove: Willits Lions 
Club has provided financial and volunteer 
support to many organizations, programs, 
community events, service projects, and 

park improvements 
that have directly 
benefited the people 
of Willits since 1926. 
Join the Lions and 
friends to celebrate 
the service club’s 
100th anniversary 
with a BBQ Picnic, 
Saturday, August 
29, from 12 to 5 pm 
at the Recreation 
Grove. Admission is 

free. There will be live music by 
Warehouse 21, food and drinks for purchase, 
Fire Safety Demos, Scouts Rope Climbing 
presentation, and lots of fun activities for kids, 
including the Fire Department Bounce House. 
Follow “Willits Lions Club” on Facebook to 

learn more. 
Laytonville Crawfish Bowl 
at the Rodeo Grounds: the 
101 Community Fund presents 
the return of the Crawfish Boil, 
Saturday, August 
29, 12 noon to 10:30 
pm, at the Laytonville 
Rodeo Grounds. 
Enjoy crawfish, 
locally sourced food, 
regional beer and 
wine, and outstanding 
live entertainment, 

including Johnny Sketch and the 
Dirty Notes, The Desert Nudes, 
Funkasaurus, Silky Puma, While 
We’re Young, Alex Saxon, and Son 
of Po. Tickets $45 at https://events.
humanitix.com/laytonville-crawfish-
boil

Frankie & the Lost Souls 
at the Pub: Existential indie 
folk rock from wife-and-
husband duo Erica and Sebastian. 
Saturday, August 29 at 8 pm. 50 
South Main Street. 

Sunday August 30 
‘Come to the Table” at the 
Methodist Church: “A Community 
Conversation on Faith,” Sunday, 
August 30 at 10:30 am, Willits United 
Methodist Church, 286 School Street. 
“There’s a lot of noise out there 
about church and God – opinions, 
assumptions, and questions. That’s 
why we’re setting the traditional 

service aside. Instead, we’ll gather over a 
potluck meal for open conversation and a safe 
place to ask questions. We hope you will join 
us. No church experience required!” 

Tuesday, September 1
‘Find Greater Happiness in Your 
Relationships’: “We warmly welcome anyone 

interested to share 
in an open, spiritual 
discussion or just 
listen.” Tuesday, 
September 1, 11 
am to noon, Willits 
Library, 390 East 
C o m m e r c i a l 
S t r e e t . 
Questions? Call 
Joy at 707-367-
3777. Sponsored 
by Eckankar in 

California and Nevada.

Thursday, September 3
Willits Farmers Market: Join your neighbors 

at Summer Market 
outdoors at City Park 
on Commercial Street, 
Thursday, September  3, 
from 3 to 5:30 pm, for the 
freshest produce available, 
local meat, farm fresh eggs, 
hot and cold food from local 
businesses, along with 
crafts, live music, the new 
edition of Willits Weekly, 
and more. The market 
honors EBT and WIC cards 
and matches benefits to 

double your dollars.
Plant Bingo at The Munchery: An evening 
of Plant Bingo benefiting the Humane Society 
of Inland Mendocino in memory of Annelise 
Beck, a lover of plants and animals. Thursday, 
September 3, beginning at 6 pm, on the 
Munchery Patio. $25 includes one bingo card; 
additional cards are $5 each. Pay at the door. 
6 regular bingo rounds with a plant prize each 
round, plus 1 Grand Prize Round to finish the 

evening! Enjoy great 
food, drinks, and a 
fun night with friends 
while supporting 
a wonderful local 
cause.

Friday, 
September 
4
Big Sticky Mess at 
the Pub: Big Sticky 
Mess is an inter-
planetary groove 
train featuring 
original funk music 
that you feel in 

yo’ booty.  Friday, September 4 at 8 pm. 
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street. 
Senior Center Mini Bingo Bash: at the Willits 
Senior Center, Friday, September 4 from 5 to 
8 pm. $15 buy-in includes light meal, cards 
50 cents each. Doors open 4:30 pm, Bingo 
begins 5:30 pm. 1501 Baechtel Road. 

Saturday, September 5
Claws for a Cause at Ridgewood Ranch: 
Willits Rotary Club invites the community to the 
annual fundraiser for the Seabiscuit Therapeutic 
Riding Center, Saturday, September 5 at the 
Howard House, at Ridgewood Ranch, south 
of Willits. Featuring live Maine lobster and 
prime rib (vegetarian option available), beer 
& wine, live music, live & silent auctions. 
Tickets $100; table sponsorships may still be 
available. The Riding Center is a therapeutic 
horsemanship program dedicated to 
supporting individuals with disabilities through 
teaching the skill of horsemanship to help with 
daily life.  More info / tickets: call 707-354-

0714 or 707-
272-1918. 
Latchkey at 
the Pub: Mixing 
elements from 
countrified soul, 
’70s AM radio, 
and four-part 
vocal harmony, 
and putting the 

results through a punk rock filter, Latchkey 
presents an invigorating twist on the Northern 
California festival vibe Saturday, September 
5 at 8 pm. Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main 
Street.

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

‘The End of Oak Street’
The Story: Fast-paced and bloody science(?) 
fiction adventure-thriller in the middle-class suburb 
of pretty much Any Town, USA. The Era: it’s the 
fairly recent past, a few decades before folks have 

cell phones and personal 
computers, and families 
all drive big gas-guzzler 
automobiles ... also: 
there are telephone 
booths.
Wife Anne Hathaway 

and husband Ewan McGregor and their kids, and 
their dog, are all startled awake in the middle of 
the night by a weird intense blue-white light which 
clearly means a warp in space/time has allowed 
hungry dinosaurs to run wild through the suburban 
streets, and occasionally rip folks in half and then 
eat ’em up. (Not a pretty sight.)  Bad things happen. 
Will suburban humanity survive?
My Thoughts: OK. Not to be too much of a do-
gooder spoiler, but the good guys will eventually 
survive, but it won’t be easy, and the dinosaurs 
go back to being extinct. Even knowing that, it’s 
awfully exciting and scary all the way through.
Parents: This flick is too scary and too horrifyingly 
bloody and nightmarish for pre-teens.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

ORGANIC DINNER AVAILABLE 

by donation and reservation on 8/14 & 9/11... 

Contact carissagrandiflora@gmail.com

5 -7 PM

2nd & 4th

FRIDAYS

8/14 * 8/28 * 9/11 * 9/25

GREEN UPRISING FARM

2301 East Hill Road, Willits

Herb talks and medicine-making workshops in the gardens.  

We will harvest, garble, share plant stories and make medicine,

focusing on plants in the peak of summer abundance. 

Led by knowledgeable local herbalists: 

Sara Grusky, Autumn Whitaker, Monelle Riley & Tina Tedeschi,

hands-on educational workshops hands-on educational workshops 

presented by the Mendocino Community Wellness Collective

HerbalHerbal
ABUNDANCEABUNDANCE  

HerbalHerbal

ABUNDANCEABUNDANCE  

mendocwc@gmail.com

707-234-0113$15 - 40
no one turned away 
for lack of funds

Sliding scale

Of American Heritage floral arrangement entry; Beveran - Use 
Ivy In Your Arrangement floral entry; and also Best of Division 
for their English - Use An Old Tin Can For Your Arrangement 
floral entry.
Dani Owen: In the Junior building, Owen won four first-
place awards for their knitted textile entry; Flower Burst floral 
arrangement entry; Mini Arrangement floral entry; and their 
Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage 
floral entry which also won a Best of Division special award. 
Second-place awards were also given for their Floral Fantasy, 
Arrangement Using Fall Colored Plant Material floral entry 
and their Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage entry.
Alexander Pinon: In the Junior building, Pinon won six first-
place awards including for their Legos entry in the Hobby 
class; “Old Town” crayon art; and “Lion” watercolor art entries; 
“Knitted Cat” clothing entry; “Giving it the Boot” container 
planter entry; and Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of 
American Heritage floral arrangement entry. Second-place 
awards were given for their “Baby Dragon” watercolor entry 
and Legos - Creative entry in the Hobbies class.
Caroline Pinon: In the Junior building, Pinon won six first-
place awards for their entries including an art entry; “Flopsy’s 
Moon” pastel/pencil art entry; “North Star” art entry; “Roses” 
entry in the sculpture class; and for their “Fred the Gnome” 
and “Lamb” knitted entries. Pinon also received a first-place 
award and Best of Show special award for their “A Fish Pond” 
craft entry. Second-place awards were given for their “Wolf 
Howling at the Moon” watercolor entry and their Fairy Garden 
entry, and a third-place award was given for their “The Lion 
and the Mouse” watercolor entry.
Charlie Pinon: In the Junior Building, Pinon won seven 
first-place awards for their “Circles” art entry; “Pheidippides 
Running” watercolor entry; “A Family Of Baskets” craft entry; 
Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage 
floral arrangement entry; and three woodworking entries: 
“Dove,” “Small Box,” and “Magical Wand.” Second-place 
awards were given for their “Six Interlacing Circles” art entry; 
“The Letter C” watercolor entry; “Northern Lights” chalk/
pastel entry; and for their Jam/Jelly/Marmalade/Preserves 
and Vegetables entries in the Preserved class. Third-place 
awards were given for their “Sunset in the Desert” mixed 
media art entry and for their Jam/Jelly/Marmalade/Preserves 
entry in the Preserved class.
Eva Pinon: In the Junior building, Pinon won four first-place 
awards for their entries including “Hammered Copper Bowl” 
welding entry; Crochet Purple And Green Pillow textiles entry; 
“Tea Party” table setting entry; and for their Fairy Garden 
entry. Second-place awards were given for their “Redwood 
Tree” watercolor entry; “Blueberry Jam,” “Grape Jelly,” 
“Vegetables Mixed Pickled Carrots, Asparagus, Radish,” and 
“Vegetables Pickled Asparagus” in the Jam/Jelly/Marmalade/
Preserve class; Fair Theme:  Celebrating 250 Years Of 
American Heritage floral arrangement entry; and their mini 
fresh arrangement entry. A third-place award was given for 
their “Red Fox” watercolor entry.
William Pinon: In the Junior building, Pinon won a first-
place award for their Preschool Arts & Crafts Fair Theme:  
Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage entry; and two 
additional awards, one first-place and one second-place for 
two additional painting entries.
Brett Rountree: In the Junior building, Rountree won a first-
place award for his “Horseshoe Cowboy Sitting on a Log” MIG 
welding entry. 
Caroline T. Salcedo: In the Home Arts building, Salcedo was 
given two second-place awards for their “Proud Eagle” miniature 
quilting entry and their “Around the World” wall hanging quilted 
entry. They also received two third-place awards for their “Red 
& Blue” Quilt Square Set, 2 Identical Blocks entry, and their 
“Colorful Quail” Miniatures quilting entry.
Leilani Ulvila: In the Home Arts building, Ulvila won a first-
place award and received a Best of Division special award for 
their “Wild Goose Chase” Pieced & Quilted By Hand quilting 
entry.
Erin Vaccaro: In the Home Arts building, Vaccaro won a 
first-place award for their salsa entry in the Special Salsa 
Contest class and a second-place award for her “Unfrosted 
Drop Cookie” entry in the Cookie class. In the Agriculture/
Floriculture building, Vaccaro was given a second-place 
award for their “Giving it the Boot” planter entry; and two third-
place awards for their herb entries including “Lavender” and 
“Oregano.”
Sofia Vaccaro: In the Home Arts building, Vaccaro was given 
a third-place award for their “Unfrosted Drop Cookie” entry 
in the Cookie class and a third-place award for their “Herb 
Bouquet” entry in the Agriculture/Floriculture building.
Emmett Veilleux: In the Junior building, Veilleux won a 
first-place award and Best of Division special award for their 
“Dragon Fly On A Leaf” welding entry.
Miss Eva Virtuess: In the Fine Arts building, Virtuess won 
a first-place and Best of Division special award for their 
“Inspiration” original poetry entry, as well as two more second-
place awards for additional poetry entries.
Rosaland Waters: In the Home Arts building, Waters won 
a first-place award for their “Pillows” sewing clothing entry. 
Second-place awards were also given for additional pillow and 
household accessories sewing entries, and for a Pieced By 
Hand Or Machine, Quilted By Another Or Professional entry. 
Third-place awards were given for two additional clothing 
sewing entries and three additional quilting entries including 
in the Infant, Tied; Pieced By Hand Or Machine, Quilted By 
Another Or Professional; and Beginner quilt classes.
Aybrie Whitehurst: In the Junior building, Whitehurst won 
four first-place awards, including for their photography entries 
including in the “Sunset” and “Robert ‘Wayne’ Sizemore 
– Living History classes; and “Rainbow” and “Red Velvet” 
entries in the Cake Pops class. Second-place awards were 
given for their “Skyler & Cooper” photography entry; and for 
“Apple Jelly,” “Grape Jelly,” and “Pickled Veggies” entries in 
the Jam/Jelly/Marmalade/Preserve class.
Patricia Wilson: In the Home Arts building, Wilson won first-
place for their Quilted by Hand entry; and third-place for their 
Pieced by Machine and Quilted by Hand entry.
Jeff Yokum: Yokum was awarded a third-place award for 
their Celebrating 250 Years Of American Heritage entry.
Results provided by Redwood Empire Fair

Saturday of every month, we do Open Mic Night,” Martin 
noted. “A lot of people have been coming to that. New 
entertainers have been performing. Line Dancing is the 
last Friday of every month [run by Maureen Mulheren}. 
Michelle Hutchinson is doing a Paint Night. She’s coming 
in on the last Sunday of the month, from 4 to 6 pm 
[Sunday, August 30 this month], and we have appetizers 
and drinks – and painting.” This month’s painting for 
the group is Georgia O’Keeffe-inspired ‘Lake George 
Reflection.’

“She paints with you,” Martin explains. “She has a 
picture you look at, and she goes through the steps one 
by one. We’ve had kids as young as elementary school, 
through adults. She charges $35. We just hope you buy 
an appetizer or a drink.”  

The twice-monthly Trivia Nights [second and fourth 
Thursdays] create high-energy fun with lots of shouting 
and laughing. A Plant Bingo fundraiser to benefit the 
Humane Society will take place Thursday, September 3, 
at 6 pm on The Munchery Patio. “Enjoy great food, drinks, 
and a fun night with friends while supporting a wonderful 
local cause,” says The Munchery’s Facebook post. “We 
hope you’ll join us for an evening of plants, prizes, and 
giving back.”

On Saturday, September 26, from 1 to 5 pm, Shauna 
Brown Martin’s daughter, Marissa, will be producing her 
second Mabon Market, full of crafts and other wondrous 
items. There should be about 25 vendors as well as live 
music. 

During the morning of 
August 17, 2026, two arrest 
warrants were entered 
into the system for Miller 
after he failed to appear in 
court on a previous case. 
Sheriff’s deputies were 
aware Miller had been 
released from custody on 
his own recognizance on 
August 7, 2026 and was 
subject to court-ordered 
terms prohibiting him from 
possessing firearms or 
ammunition and requiring 
him to obey all laws.

On August 18, 2026 at 
approximately 5:52 pm, 
Sheriff’s deputies received 
information from a citizen 
who reported seeing Miller 
approximately 1 hour earlier 
near a creek south of Lucas 
Lane in Laytonville.

Later on August 18, 2026 
at approximately 8:05 pm, 
Sheriff’s Office deputies were 
searching the area for Miller 
when they heard movement 
coming from a wooded area 
near the creek. Deputies 
entered the area and located 
Miller lying on the ground. A 
loaded .22 caliber rifle was 
observed by MCSO deputies 
within Miller’s immediate 
reach.

Deputies gave Miller 
commands to surrender, 
but he failed to comply 
and attempted to walk past 
them. After a brief struggle, 
deputies were able to take 
Miller into custody.

Miller was subsequently 
arrested for two outstanding 
warrants and the following 
charges:
29800(a)(1) PC – Felon in 
Possession of a Firearm
30305(a)(1) PC – Prohibited 
Person in Possession of 
Ammunition
459/460(a) PC – First 
Degree Burglary
12022.1(a) PC – Commit 
Felony While Out On OR 
Release
148(a)(1) PC – Resisting, 
Delaying, or Obstructing a 
Peace Officer
647(h) PC – Loitering on 
Private Property
273.6(a) PC – Violation of a 
Court Order
Two counts of 166(a)(4) PC 
– Contempt of Court

 Miller was transported to 
the Mendocino County Jail 
where he was booked on 
the above-listed charges and 
warrants, to be held on a no-
bail status pursuant to his 
felony arrest warrant issued 
in Mendocino County.

The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office would like 
to thank the residents of 
the Laytonville community 
who promptly reported 
sightings of Miller and 
provided information that 
assisted deputies in locating 
and safely taking him into 
custody.

Anyone with information 
related to this incident is 
requested to contact the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office at 707-463-4086 
(option 1). Information 
can also be provided 
anonymously by calling the 
non-emergency tip-line at 
707-234-2100. 

Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office deputies initiated a coroner’s investigation.  
Mandujano’s family and legal next-of-kin were notified of the findings and coroner’s 

investigation. An autopsy is being scheduled for this investigation, and the cause and 
manner of death have not been determined pending the post-mortem examination.  

Anyone with information related to this incident is requested to contact the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office at 707-463-4086 (option 1). Information can also 
be provided anonymously by calling the non-emergency tip-line at 707-234-2100.

Anyone with information related to the missing person investigation is requested to 
contact the Willits Police Department at 707-459-6122.

Caltrans seeks applicants for $35 million in 
sustainable transportation planning grants

Submitted by Caltrans, Sacramento
Caltrans is seeking applicants for sustainable transportation planning grant projects 

across California. These projects will aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
enhance multimodal transportation, and help underserved communities become more 
resilient to natural disasters and extreme weather. The deadline for transit agencies, 
local governments, regional and metropolitan transportation planning organizations, 
and Native American tribal governments to apply is at 5 pm on Friday, October 9, 
2026. The awards will be announced in spring 2027.

The Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant program awards approximately 
$35 million in annual funding to eligible applicants through Senate Bill 1, the Road 
Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, the State Highway Account, the Federal Transit 
Administration, and the Federal Highway Administration.

The funding supports sustainable strategies in regions and communities throughout 
California, helps the state achieve greenhouse gas reduction targets, and enhances 
safety and mobility across the state’s transportation network.

Caltrans is hosting application workshops starting the week of August 24 and in 
September, and will provide technical assistance to applicants up until the application 
deadline. The next online workshop, a Tribal Grant Application Workshop, is set 
for Tuesday, September 1, from 10 to 11 am, through Microsoft Teams.  Then, on 
Tuesday, September 8, a virtual Grant Application Workshop is also set for 10 to 11 
am, through Microsoft Teams.  

Resources and application materials can be found on the Sustainable Transportation 
Planning Grants website at https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/
division-of-transportation-planning/regional-and-community-planning/sustainable-
transportation-planning-grants

For more information about California’s transportation investments, visit build.
ca.gov.

Pool season extended
Posted by City of Willits

Great news! The 2026 City of Willits Pool season is being extended!
With support from the Willits Unified School District, the City of Willits is excited to 

offer additional opportunities for the community to enjoy the pool beyond the regular 
summer season.

Beginning Monday, August 17, the pool has transitioned to its fall schedule, offering 
Lap Swim and Water Aerobics on select mornings, evenings, and Saturdays.

The city has secured staffing to keep the pool open through at least September 
11 and is working to extend the season even further. Stay tuned for updates! We’re 
happy to provide some extra weeks at the pool and hope to see you there! 

Admission: Lap Swim – $5; Water Aerobics – $7; Water Aerobics Senior Discount 
– $6. 

See accompanying Fall schedule for days and times. Or visit the “City of Willits 
Community Development” page on Facebook to see the Fall schedule or for further 
updates. 

For more information, call (707) 459-5778.
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Showtimes:  August 28 to September 3          Closed Monday/Tuesday

THE END OF 
OAK STREET

SPIDERMAN:
BRAND NEW DAY

SUMMER TOUR
(PG-13) 1h 39min

Fri:
5:15, 7:30
Sat/Sun:

2:45, 5:15, 7:30
Wed/Thurs:
5:15, 7:305:15, 7:30

(PG-13) 2h 24 min
Fri: 
6:30

Sat/Sun:
3:15, 6:30

Weds/Thur:
6:306:30

(NR) 1H 22min
Fri:

4:45, 7:15
Sat/Sun:

2:30, 4:45, 7:15
Weds/Thur:
4:45, 7:154:45, 7:15

DELUXE THEATRE

OBITUARY |

Maryl 
Morris

Mary Louise (“Maryl”) 
Morris, age 81, died August 
5, 2026, at the Holy Spirit 
Residential Care Home 
in Ukiah, CA. Maryl is 
survived by two sisters and 
their husbands, and the 
partner of her late sister: 
Nancy E. Julian (J. Patrick 
Julian) of Philadelphia, PA; Ann Erbacher 
Grey (Anthony A. Grey) of Roeland Park, 
KS; and Rhio H. Mortimer of Montrose, 
CO.  Maryl was preceded in death by 
her husband, Donald C. Morris of Ukiah, 
CA, her sister Kathryn Anne Erbacher 
of Montrose, CO, her parents Philip J. 
Erbacher and Thelma Erbacher Sammon 
of Kansas City, MO, and her stepfather, 
Neil E. Sammon of Kansas City, MO.

Maryl was born on June 9, 1945 in 
Indianapolis, IN, where her father was 
stationed with the Army during World War 
II. She was raised in her father’s hometown 
of Kansas City, MO.

In 1966 she graduated from the 
University of Kansas with a double B.S. 
in zoology and medical technology. She 
received her medical technology training at 
the University of Kansas 

Medical Center.
Maryl and her husband 

moved to Oxnard, CA 
while he was in the Navy 
during the Vietnam war. 
After his discharge and 
several moves, they settled 
in Willits, CA. While there 
they designed and built the 
house in which they lived 
for decades until ill health 
forced them to move to the 
Holy Spirit facility.

Maryl worked as a medical 
technologist at Howard Memorial Hospital 
in Willits and other medical facilities, then 
received training as a microbiologist at UC-
Berkeley. She worked as a microbiologist at 
the California Department of Public Health 
laboratory in Ukiah until her retirement. 

Maryl and her husband were passionate 
environmentalists who enjoyed hiking and 
camping. Her other interests included 
cooking, gardening, weaving, reading, and 
researching her family’s German and Irish 
genealogy.

Donations may be made in 
Maryl’s memory to the Parkinson’s 
Foundation (www.parkinson.org) or 
the Willits Environmental Center (www.
willitsenvironmentalcenter.org). Maryl will 
be sorely missed by her sisters and by 
those who knew and loved her.


