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Above, from left: Willits Unified School District administrators welcome students back to school on August 19 with a group photo, including, from left: Principal of Brookside Elementary School, Margaret 
Duran; Principal of Willits High School, Shane Topolinski; Assistant Principal of Baechtel Grove Middle School, Lorenzo Sandoval; Assistant Principal of Willits High School, Kenneth Mansfield; Principal 
of Sanhedrin High School, Arora Chavez; Superintendent of Willits Unified School District, Mark Beebe; Principal of Sherwood Elementary School and Brookside Elementary School, Kathy Crossman; and 
Principal of Baechtel Grove Middle School, Chris Kinney

Photo by Maureen Jennison

A letter from ...
T H E  S U P E R I N T E N DE N T 
OF  W I L L I T S  U N I F I E D 

S C HO OL  D I S T R IC T

Mark Beebe
Hello Willits Community:
I hope that everyone in the Willits 

community has enjoyed their summer so 
far. As a Fresno native, the summer heat 
certainly surfaced a few memories, and I trust 
that everyone has been managing to stay as 
cool as possible.

I wanted to say 
Hello and express 
my gratitude 
and appreciation 
for the Willits 
community. As I 
embark upon my 
third year as the 
Super in tendent 
of Willits Unfired 
in this beautiful 
area, I find myself 
wishing to thank all 
in our community 
for their support and dedication to the spirit 
of an amazing rural town. I am from a large 
urban community; however, in the past few 
years, I have happily attended multiple 
scholastic, civic, and athletic events where 
the parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
and local citizens gather and support our 
WUSD students and community events. It is 
heartwarming to watch local parades, flags 
on the sidewalk for certain days of the year, 
street fairs, carnivals, rodeos, Halloween 
walks, school starting, winter activities, 
graduations and on and on.

As we begin the 2024-2025 scholastic 
year, I truly wanted to thank ALL of you 
in Willits for your support, generosity, 
and kindness as we embark on another 
academic year. Traffic will be congested 
for a bit, students will be walking around 
more on our streets, and the inevitable joy 
of sounds of children playing will be heard 
quite soon. Thank you in advance for your 
patience as we navigate our first few weeks 
until we settle into our rhythm. Please check 
our website, WillitsUnified.com, for a variety 
of information and contacts if you need them.

Mark Beebe
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A letter from ...
T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF  B R O OK S I DE 

E L E M E N TA R Y  S C HO OL

Kathy Crossman
Dear Willits Community:
The staff at Brookside Elementary, home to Willits Preschool, 

Transitional Kindergarten , Kindergarten, First- and Second-Grade 
students, is gearing up for a big year! We are preparing for our 

students, including at least 60 TK students, 
our 4- and 5-year-olds, who are going to 
school for the full day as part of a two-year 
kindergarten program.

To accommodate all of our eager 
learners, there will be some new faces at 
school. The Brookside Team is excited to 
welcome our new teachers Ms. Kiley Butler 
to Kindergarten, Ms. Jannie Campbell to 
Special Day Class, and Ms. Ricki Mills to 
Speech. We are thrilled to have a dedicated 
art teacher this year – Ms. Brooke Larsen 
Brown will be working with both Brookside 
and Blosser Lane students! We are also 
welcoming our new campus supervisor, 

Mrs. Heather Linderman, and our new attendance secretary, Mrs. 
Amanda Maciel

You may notice that our WUSD maintenance and grounds teams 
have been hard at work and Brookside is getting a bit of a facelift! We 
have some newly renovated classrooms on the west side of campus, 
a new ball-wall for students, some new energy-efficient windows, 
and updates around the school.

We are eager to meet families! Each classroom will be open on 
Friday, August 16 so students and families may meet the teacher 
and new friends and see the classroom. The times are: Transitional 
Kindergarten, 1 to 3 pm; and Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd Grades, 2 to 
3 pm. Every family will have a parent conference with their child’s TK 
or Kindergarten student within the first two weeks of school so our 
students get off to a great start!

An important message from the Brookside Elementary School 
Family for our students and their families is that we are eager to see 
friends again and to meet our new learners. We hope every student 
feels welcome, valued and safe at Brookside. Our continued goals 
are to have all students at grade-level in reading and math and to 
make sure our students love to learn!

Please contact me at KathleenCrossman@WillitsUnified.com at 
any time to connect. We will also communicate with our families on 
Class Dojo, so please accept your teacher’s invitation if you have a 
Brookside student.

A letter from ...
T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF  B L O S S E R  L A N E 

E L E M E N TA R Y  S C HO OL

Margaret Duran
Welcome Back to BLES!
The bells will ring on Monday, August 19 at 7:55 am, and we will be 

welcoming back our Blosser Bears! We are so excited to welcome back our 
new and returning students, staff, and community for the 2024/2025 school 
year at Blosser Lane Elementary School!

Teachers are working hard preparing to welcome their students, and our 
custodial staff has done a wonderful job preparing our site to receive our students. BLES is committed to 
creating an environment for all students that is safe, academically rigorous, and meeting the behavioral 
and social-emotional needs of each one of our students. 

Families will be able to check their Aeries account on Friday, August 16, and see their student 
placement. Please look forward to receiving a DOJO invite from your student’s teacher and any meet 
and greet they may be doing.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions at margaretduran@willitsunified.com or 707-459-
3232. I look forward to serving my students, staff, and community!

A letter from ...
T H E  P R I NC I PA L 

OF  B A EC H T E L  G R OV E 
M I DDL E  S C HO OL

Chris Kinney
Baechtel Grove Middle School is eager to 

welcome back students for the new school year, 
starting on August 19 at 8:15 am. The school has 
been busy getting ready to ensure everyone has a 
great first day and a fantastic year.

There’s a lot of 
anticipation because for 
the third straight year we 
have seen an increase in 
student enrollment. We 
are welcoming new sixth-
graders, as well as many 
new seventh- and eighth-
graders who have chosen 
Baechtel Grove as their 
new school.

Over the summer, our 
maintenance team worked 
tirelessly to update and 
improve the classrooms 
and other areas. Thanks 
to their efforts, the school 
is ready for an amazing 
year.

At Baechtel Grove, we 
are focused on enhancing 
both our academic and 
social programs. We 
are always looking for 
ways to meet the needs 
of our students. To help 
with this, we are asking 
parents to get involved 
by volunteering with the 

BGMS Parent-Teacher Organization, which was a 
big part of our success last year.

Our staff is committed to providing an excellent 
education and supporting students every day. If 
you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 
chriskinney@willitisunified.com or 707-459-2417.

The Baechtel Grove Middle School community is 
ready to make this school year one of the best ever. 
GO COUGARS!

Principal Chris Kinney

Asst. Principal  
Lorenzo Sandoval

Principal  
Kathleen Crossman

A letter from ...
T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF  S H E R WO OD 

E L E M E N TA R Y  S C HO OL

Kathy Crossman
Dear Willits Community: 
Our Sherwood staff is excited to welcome students and families 

back to school on the first day, August 19! Sherwood School is a 
K-5th grade rural school of choice, located 
in the Brooktrails area.

We have a few new team members, 
including our classroom aide, Rachelle 
Butler, and secretary, Lisa Rhine, who are 
looking forward to joining the Sherwood 
family!

Sherwood students can expect to 
participate in many exciting school 
traditions shared by previous generations 
of Sherwood families, and work toward our 
goal of all students meeting or exceeding 
grade level standards. 

Sherwood School provides a unique, 
challenging and caring learning environment and has openings in 
Grades K through 5. Please contact our secretary, Lisa Rhine, at 
32600 Sherwood Road, (707) 984-6769 or (707) 459-7862, to learn 
more about Sherwood School and our Sherwood team. You can 
reach me at KathleenCrossman@WillitsUnified.com.

Principal  
Kathleen Crossman

A letter from ...
T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF  S A N H E DR I N 

H IG H  S C HO OL

Arora Chavez
Welcome back to school, Hawks!

We’re thrilled to kick off another exciting 
year at Sanhedrin. It’s a fantastic time to be 
a student here, with a range of educational 
opportunities at your fingertips. Whether 
you’re interested in dual enrollment with 
Mendocino College and Sanhedrin, online 
or in-person courses, there’s something 
for everyone. This year we expanded 
our independent study program from 
kindergarten through 12th grade.

A warm welcome to all our new families 
– whether you’re coming from within the 
district or have recently relocated from 
another city, state, or country. We’re eager 

to introduce you to everything Sanhedrin has to offer. Our dedicated 
teachers, staff, and students are all set to make you feel at home.

Our goal is to ensure that every student feels welcomed, engaged, 
and connected. If you’re considering Sanhedrin for your student, 
please reach out to a school counselor at Willits High School to 
explore if we’re a good fit. We’re committed to preparing students 
for higher education, meaningful careers, and active community 
participation.

Additionally, we offer adult education and unique college courses 
for our high school students on campus, like Culinary Arts, Agriculture, 
Career Exploration and other courses through Mendocino College.

As we begin this new school year, I’m excited about the journey 
ahead and to collaborate with you to provide an enriching educational 
experience for your children. We value the partnership of our 
families and are dedicated to working together with professionalism, 
compassion, and expertise. Let’s work together to ensure the success 
of all our students. Stay healthy, stay positive, and stay connected!

My door is always open for your thoughts and suggestions. Feel 
free to contact me via email at arorachavez@willitsunified.com or 
call (707) 459-4801 to set up a time to discuss any ideas or questions 
you may have.

Looking forward to a fantastic year!

Principal Arora Chavez

Principal Margaret Duran

CDPH recommends students get routine vaccines 
ahead of new school year

Posted by CDPH
Sacramento – As the new school year approaches, the California Department of Public Health urges 
children, teens, and adults to get recommended and required vaccines.

“School immunization requirements and recommended vaccines help protect the health of our children, 
teens and communities,” said Dr. Tomás J. Aragón, CDPH Director and State Public Health Officer. “If 
you haven’t done so already, talk with your doctor about immunizations for your child. And if your child 
needs to get immunized, schedule your appointment soon, well before the school year begins.”

Required Immunizations: California law requires students to receive age-specific immunizations in 
order to attend public and private elementary and secondary schools as well as licensed childcare 
centers. Schools and licensed childcare centers are required to enforce immunization requirements, 
maintain immunization records of all children enrolled, and report children’s immunization status to 
CDPH.

Families can visit CDPH’s ShotsforSchool at  www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/
Immunization/School/shotsforschool.aspx and Don’t Wait – Vaccinate!  www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/
OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Don%E2%80%99t-Wait-Vaccinate.aspx web pages for 
information on immunization laws and required vaccinations for students in California. 

It is also recommended that children and adolescents 
are vaccinated against additional vaccine-preventable 
diseases, including human papillomavirus, a common 
infection which can slowly and silently lead to cancer. 
HPV vaccination is recommended starting at age 9 
years to help protect against cancers caused by HPV 
infection. Many teens in California have not yet been 
vaccinated against HPV and lack other vital vaccines. 

Resources for Families: Families who are facing 
difficulties getting immunizations before the start of 
school can contact their local health department for 
help in finding a place to get immunized. Under the 
Affordable Care Act, most health plans are required 
to cover vaccines recommended by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and to not charge a 
deductible or copayment. Or visit the CDPH “Vaccine 
Locater” page at  https://myturn.ca.gov/vaccinelocator.
html 

Children without insurance coverage qualify for the 
Vaccines for Children program https://eziz.org/vfc/ which 
provides no-cost vaccines for eligible children.

Back to School Supply 
Give-Away at the Library,  

August 17
Getting ready to go back to school? Children will get an 

opportunity to go “shopping” in the Willits Library’s pop-up 
school supply store with their very own Library Bucks. 

This school supply give-away is for children under 18 while 
supplies last. Saturday , August 17 starting at 1 pm; first come, 
first served at the Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street; 
707-459-5906.
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Willits High School Bell Schedule
2024-2025

DAILY SCHEDULE 8:00 a.m. - 3:05 p.m.
EARLY DISMISSAL on all TUESDAYS AT 1:55 p.m.

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Minimum Day (all Tuesdays) Rally/Activity

Period 1 8:00 - 9:13 Period 1 8:00 - 8:59 Period 1 8:00 - 9:04
Brunch 9:13 - 9:23 Brunch 8:59 - 9:09 Brunch 9:04 - 9:14
Period 2 9:28 - 10:41 Period 2 9:14 - 10:13 Period 2 9:19 - 10:23
Period 3   10:46 -11:59 Period 3   10:18 -11:17 Rally/Activity 10:28 - 11:08
Lunch      11:59 - 12:29 Lunch     11:17 -11:47 Period 3 11:13 - 12:17
Period 4    12:34 - 1:47 Period 4    11:52 - 12:51 Lunch 12:17 - 12:47
Period 5 1:52 - 3:05 Period 5 12:56 - 1:55 Period 4 12:52 - 1:56

Period 5 2:01 - 3:05

SCHOOL CALENDAR
August 19 First Day of School
September 2 Labor Day (No School)
November 1 PD Day (No Students)
November 11 Veterans Day (No School)
November 25 - 29 Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 23 - Jan. 3 Winter Break
January 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 14, 17 Presidents Day Weekend
March 14 Makeup Snow Day (TBD)
April 14 - 24 Spring Break
May 26 Memorial Day
June 5 Last Day of School
June 5 Graduation

TRIMESTERS
1st trimester – Aug. 19, 2024 - Nov. 8, 2024
Progress Report 1 - Sept. 27, 2024
Fall Sports Eligibility - Oct. 2, 2024

2nd trimester – Nov. 12, 2024 - Feb. 28, 2025
Progress Report 2 - Jan. 10, 2025
Winter Sports Eligibility - Jan. 15, 2025

3rd trimester – Mar. 3, 2025 - June 5, 2025
Progress Report 3 - Apr. 4, 2025
Spring Sports Eligibility - Apr. 9, 2025

Finals Schedule
Nov 7, Feb. 27 & June 4 - Release 1:25 p.m.
Nov 8, Feb 28 & June 5 - Release 11:15 a.m.

WILLITS HIGH 
SCHOOL 

T R I M E S T E R 
DAT E S

1st trimester:  
Aug. 19, 2024 to 
Nov. 8, 2024
Progress Report 1:  
Sept. 27, 2024
Fall Sports Eligibility: 
Oct. 2, 2024
2nd trimester:  
Nov. 12, 2024 to 
Feb. 28, 2025
Progress Report 2:  
Jan. 10, 2025
Winter Sports Eligibility:  
Jan. 15, 2025
3rd trimester:  
Mar. 3, 2025 to 
June 5, 2025
Progress Report 3:  
Apr. 4, 2025
Spring Sports Eligibility:  
Apr. 9, 2025

F I N A L S 
S C H E D U L E :

Nov 7, Feb. 27 & June 4 : 
Release 1:25 p.m.
Nov 8, Feb 28 & June 5:  
Release 11:15 a.m.

S C HO OL 
CA L E N DA R :

August 19: First Day of 
School
September 2: 
Labor Day (No School)
November 1:  
PD Day (No Students)
November 11: 
Veterans Day (No School)
November 25 - 29: 
Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 23 - Jan. 3: 
Winter Break
January 20: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 14 - 17: 
Presidents Day Weekend
March 14: 
Makeup Snow Day (TBD)
April 14 - 24:  
Spring Break
May 26:  
Memorial Day
June 5:  
Last Day of School
June 5:  
Graduation

A letter from ...

T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF  W I L L I T S  H IG H  S C HO OL

Shane Topolinski
Welcome back, Wolverines!
Willits High School is 

eagerly preparing to welcome 
back students for an amazing 
new school year, set to kick off 
on August 19 at 8 am. Here 
at WHS, we are focusing on 
a great year full of student 
learning, new opportunities, 
and a pursuit of excellence.

Welcome to the WHS 
freshman class of 2028! As 
we prepare our classrooms 
for a growing student body, 
we are excited to provide a 
positive and learning-focused 
environment for our students 
and community. Our mission 
is to ensure that every student 
feels welcomed, connected, 
and part of the WHS family.

For incoming 9th graders, 
freshman orientation is on 
Thursday, August 15 from 9 to 
11 am. Meet in the gym as we 
welcome you into the Wolverine 
family. Our dedicated staff is 
excited to meet you as you 

begin your final journey toward graduation.
Willits High School is committed to ensuring that all 

students graduate fully prepared for the challenges 
of postsecondary education, fulfilling careers, and 
responsible citizenship. We are dedicated to continuous 
improvement, with a focus on creating a learning 
environment that fosters student success.

I’m excited to share some of the improvements we’ve 
made to our school over the summer. Portions of our 
campus received fresh paint, giving the school a renewed 
look. The gym floor has been redone to provide an 
excellent facility for our students’ physical activities. We’ve 
also completed several important repairs throughout the 
buildings, replaced some flooring, and remodeled one 
of the restrooms to better serve our students. These 
upgrades reflect our ongoing commitment to providing a 
safe and welcoming environment for everyone.

To stay up to date on all of the great things happening 
at WHS, keep an eye on our website https://www.
willitsunified.com/o/whs, Facebook page, marquee in 
front of our school, parent emails, and other means 
of communication. We love celebrating our amazing 
students!

We encourage all parents to get involved at WHS and 
become an essential part of our school community. Your 
participation, whether through volunteering, attending 
events, or joining parent-teacher organizations, greatly 
enhances our students’ experiences. Together, we 

can create a positive 
environment where every 
student thrives.

Our staff is committed 
to providing a high-quality 
education and supporting 
students daily. If you have 
any questions, feel free to 
contact the school at 707-
459-7700.

We are looking forward 
to another remarkable 
year full of success! GO 
WOLVERINES!

Principal  
Shane Topolinski

Asst. Principal  
Kenneth Mansfield

G E T T I NG 
R E A DY  

F OR  T H E 
C L A S S  OF 

2 0 2 5 !
With the beginning of the 

new school year approaching, we 
will start ramping up for Willits Sober Grad and 
celebrating the Class of 2025. Any parents of the senior class 
of 2025, please feel free to join the group on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/groups/509016201614554/ for updates and info.

The next in-person Sober Grad meeting will be on Wednesday, 
September 18 at 6:30 pm in the Willits High School media 
center. Meetings will continue to be every third Wednesday of 
the month for the duration of the school year.

We encourage students and parents to also follow our 
Facebook page and Instagram under “Willits Sober Grad” for 
current info.

For questions or more information: contact Willits Sober Grad 
President April Lamprich at 707-354-4268 or email Sober Grad 
at willitssobergrad@gmail.com.

Above: Some of the Sober Grad 
2024 volunteers smile together.


