
Donations Accepted  Edition No. 650 Thursday, August 6, 2026

Read the rest of
Sentenced

Over on Page 9

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Feliz

Over on Page 10

Read the rest of
Survey

Over on Page 10

Read the rest of
Trees

Over on Page 11

Special fair Special fair 
section inside!section inside!

Feliz Fire 
burns 872 

acres
west of 

Hopland

Mendocino County has 
had its first big wildfire of 
2026, with the Feliz Fire 
in Hopland that started 
Saturday afternoon August 
1, with a report around 3:40 
pm of 15 acres burning in 
vegetation “at a dangerous 
rate of speed” off the 3900 
block of Feliz Creek Road 
west of Hopland.

Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office soon 
issued several evacuation 
warnings for the Hopland 
area and then two 
evacuation orders, for the 
Feliz Creek Road and Road 
110 area and the Saracena 
Vineyards to Feliz Creek 
Road area. “Do not delay,” 
the evacuation orders 
urged. “Use the safest 
manner possible when 
evacuating.”

By 5:35 pm on Saturday, 
the CAL FIRE incident page 
reported the fire had already 
quickly grown to 501 acres 
with 0% containment. 
Highway 101 was briefly 
closed in both directions, 
but reopened to one lane 
traffic. 

CAL FIRE’s status 
report at 12:28 am early 

California 
can’t replant 

its forests fast 
enough to 

keep up with 
wildfires

By Rachel Becker, 
CalMatters
Editor’s Note: This story 
was originally published by 
CalMatters. Sign up for their 
newsletters here: https://
calmatters.org/subscribe-
to-calmatters 

A windowless warehouse 
on the outskirts of 
Davis shelters pieces of 
California’s forests.

Icy air swirls and fogs 
around 42,000 pounds of 
seeds – the past and the 
future of these trees, frozen 
in cardboard boxes. It 
smells like the woods on a 
snowy day. 

“This is like the 
mothership of forestry in 
California right here,” said 
Stewart McMorrow, staff 
chief for wildfire resilience 
at CAL FIRE, standing 
outside the heavy metal 
door of the state seed bank 
at CAL FIRE’s Lewis A. 
Moran Reforestation Center 
in Davis.

Private landowners 
especially rely on these 
seeds – some now more 
than a half-century old – to 
reforest property destroyed 
by wildfire.

At the pace California is 

WCA seeks 
your vote on 

proposed park 
sculpture

The Willits Center for the 
Arts is offering a community 
survey for residents to vote 
on which animal they’d like 
to see as a sculpture for 
Willits City Park. 

“Public art belongs to 
the community,” the WCA 
notice says, “which is 
why we’re asking for your 
input on the concept for a 
proposed city sculpture! We 
need your help selecting 
the winning animal design 
for a proposed public art 
installation in city park.”

At the survey link, there 
are examples of beautiful 
bronze sculptures: of a 
pony, of a pig, of a goat, 
and of a turtle. “A proposed 
public art sculpture is 
coming to Bud Snyder 
Park,” the survey page 
explains, “and we are 
asking the community 
for input. We have a 
selection of incredible 
animal sculpture designs 
to choose from. Cast your 
vote to let us know which 
concept you’d love to see 
displayed in town. Which 
animal design do you think 
children will like best?”

Former Willits 
man sentenced 

to 24 years 
for child sex 

abuse
Posted by Mendocino 
County DA

Defendant Christopher 
Neil Kiger (also known 
as Chris King and Jesse 
Goff), age 42, formerly of 
Willits, Ukiah, Clearlake, 
and – while hiding out from 
investigators – Florida, was 
back before the Mendocino 
County Superior Court 
Thursday morning July 30 
for his formal sentencing 
hearing. 

The defendant was found 
guilty by a jury in March of 
this year of various sex 
crimes against a child.  
Chris King and Jesse 
Goff), age 42, formerly 
of Willits, Ukiah, Lake 
County, and, while hiding 
from investigators, Florida, 
was found guilty of 11 child 
sexual assault felonies 
that occurred in and about 
Willits. 

Defendant Kiger was 
ultimately sentenced today 
to 24 years in state prison 
at the conclusion of what 
ended up being a relatively 
short hearing. 

The prison sentence 
imposed by Mendocino 
County Superior Court 
Judge Keith Faulder is 
the maximum state prison 
sentence allowed by law for 
the crimes for which Kiger 
stands convicted.

Because one of those 
crimes – continuous sexual 

Above, from left: This Gardener’s Delight entry in the Agriculture Building features pole beans, zucchini, tomato, lemon cucumber, and 
rainbow chard. Flowers By Annette’s Mattie Pinon made this peach-toned arrangement. Junior Building supervisor Catrenia Tindall 
hands a plate of muffins to the judge Wednesday morning. This Navajo Churro Rug won a first-place ribbon for Mason Franklin in the 
Junior Building. Below: Martha, the ewe lamb belonging to Willits 4-H’s Kelsey Escobedo, hopes to see everyone at the fair.

Above, from left: Willits FFA’s Danielle Estrada smiles with her goat, Black Jack, while she waits to enter the show ring Wednesday 
morning. Willits’ talented Kathy Lundgren won a Best of Division award for her freeze dried/dehydrated cherry tomatoes entry in the 
Home Arts Building. Kristen Helms of Potter Valley FFA milks her goat, Valencia, a 3-year-old Nigerian Dwarf goat who helped Helms 
win first place in Advanced FFA Showmanship, Grand Champion Doe, and Supreme Doe earlier in the day. Even the buns were included 
on this Minion Pinata, made by Potter Valley FFA’s Maci Gamble who won first place with the fun creation in the Junior Building. 
Below, left: Redwood Valley Calpella 4-H’s rabbit exhibitors smile with their bunnies including Hayden Sherosick, 14, left, holding her 
2-month-old bunny Filipe; and Juniper Peregrina, 12, holding her also 2-month-old bunny, Jose. Below, right: Nikki Daggs of Boonville 
brought her Floral Arrangement with Artwork entry to the Floristry Building Wednesday morning, which includes artwork – paint on 
a photograph in this case, and an accompanying floral arrangement as one unified exhibit. At bottom, from left: Herbs are laid out on 
plates in the Agriculture Building. The only part of the Wall of Artwork showcasing talents in the Junior Building. Christina Orozco’s 
Alpaca/Wool Sweater entry in the Home Arts Building won her a Best of Division award.

Photos by Maureen Jennison

Ewe Coming to Fair?
Redwood Empire Fair in full swing now through 

Sunday, August 9 at the Ukiah Fairgrounds
There’s so much fun to have and so many interesting 

things to see at the annual Redwood Empire Fair, 
happening Thursday, August 6 through Sunday, August 9 
at the Ukiah Fairgrounds.

Come to see livestock shows throughout the event, and 
watch the Junior Livestock Auction on Saturday, August 
8 at 10 am; walk into the exhibit halls and see talents of 
junior and senior bakers, artists, crafters, farmers, and 

much more; enjoy fair food; carnival rides, and street 
performers in the greens and breezeway; and each night 
will also feature grandstand events like monster trucks, 
mudd boggs, boat races, and more.

See www.RedwoodEmpireFair.com for info, and also 
meet the Willits FFA and 4-H exhibitors showcased in the 
special fair insert inside this week’s Willits Weekly!

– Maureen Jennison
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‘Burning 
and Turning’

 WCA’s August show features metal 
sculptures by Morgan Rex and  

wood art by Ken Burton
The current show at the Willits Center for the Arts is a collaboration between 

two old friends whose genres complement each other, so much so that they 
are considering engaging in some joint projects. Morgan Rex and Ken Burton 
have joined together to create a show called “Burning and Turning.” The 

“burning” refers to Morgan Rex’s art of making brilliant 
metal sculptures, cut with an extremely hot torch, some 
with embedded colored glass. Burton’s art is crafted from 
wood and mostly utilizes a lathe, to create the “turning” 

part of the show.
Ken Burton is a fixture in Willits. He can often be found on the streets at 

various events, in clown makeup, making whimsical balloon animals to delight 
the kids, while his partner, Tiffany Dunlap, paints faces. Many do not know of 
his talent for turning wood into beautiful bowls, utilizing various woods that he 
finds or that are gifted to him.

“I have been turning wood for over 10 years,” Burton said “I am a dad, a 
grandpa, a musician, and a professional clown. What started as something to 
do on the weekend, turned into a passion. Every piece I make has a little part 
of my own style, and I put a lot of time and love into everything I create,” stated 
Burton in his bio at the show.

Morgan Rex’s work with metal began in 1981. “In the beginning it was just 
metal and just windchimes,” says his exhibition bio. “Over the 45 years, he has 
developed his skill, added multiple other materials, and created a wide range 
of home and garden décor.” Rex’s work can be seen at many craft shows, 
including the Art Center’s Holiday Craft Fair.

“I started out in glass,” he said. “Now I have this new favorite glass technique, 
dalle de verre, which is French for ‘slab of glass.’ It’s 1 inch-thick glass, poured 
into an 8 y 12 block. I cut it with water, like a tile saw or a hole saw with the glass 
in a bucket of water while I’m cutting it. Glass, when you cut it, puts out fiber, 
powdered glass. It gets into your lungs and into your eyes. The water maintains 
the glass in slurry instead of letting it be in the air. I cut the glass, then I cut a 
groove around it, and seat metal on either side of it,” explained Rex.

Rex’s work is fanciful, full of motion, especially in his fountains and mobiles. 
His subjects cross a wide range. He is not tied down to any one technique or 
genre. His work has been displayed in private homes and public installations.

“Every piece of wood that I get usually is just something that someone has 
given me,” said Burton. “A couple pieces of black walnut from my tree knocked 
down a power line. I ended up chopping them up. Black oak I got from Family 
Tree. Some of the wood that I trade with some of the wood turners that I know 
online. I had a couple come from Canada.

“You never really know what a piece of wood is going to become. Once in a 
while I’ll come with an idea like these mushrooms. I know I’m going to make a 
mushroom, but I don’t know how it’s going to come out. A lot of things, I don’t 
generally come up with an idea. I just go and come up with a design as I make 
it.”

Burton’s bowls are functional as they are attractive. They can be used as a 
piece of art or for food. Burton is now creating funeral urns. “I started making 
urns when a friend of mine died and we went to go buy an urn and I found 
they were $1,200,” explained Burton. “So, I told them I could make one. Gary 
[Burton’s mentor] had made one for his daughter-in-law that passed away from 
cancer. He explained to me how to do a segmented one. I thought it would just 
take too much time to make 
all the pieces, glue them all 
together and then turn it. I 

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and 
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters 
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To 
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication 
from any one writer to once every four weeks.

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address 
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of 
residence will be published. Deadline is end of day Monday for each 
Thursday edition. No letters from an anonymous source will be 
published, although a request to withhold the writer's name will be 
considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

County encourages businesses 
to file earthquake damage form
Submitted by Mendocino County Executive Office

The County of Mendocino is encouraging businesses 
that experienced losses from the June 24, 2026 
earthquake to complete and submit the U.S. Small 
Business Administration’s damage survey form.  Get 
the form here: www.mendocinocounty.gov/home/
showpublisheddocument/78802

Based on responses to the county’s initial damage 
survey, the county is working with the California 
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services to pursue 
an SBA disaster declaration that could make financial 
assistance available to eligible local businesses.

Businesses that experienced uninsured losses are 
encouraged to submit the attached one-page form. 
Examples of eligible impacts include:

•	 Physical damage to buildings or equipment
•	 Loss of inventory or stock
•	 Business interruption or loss of income
•	 Other uninsured earthquake-related losses
Businesses do not need to apply for an SBA loan to 

submit the form. Reporting estimated losses does not 
obligate a business to seek financial assistance. Instead, 
the information helps document the overall impact of the 
earthquake and strengthens the County’s request for 
federal disaster assistance, potentially benefiting other 
local businesses that may need recovery financing.

Forms must be submitted by Monday, August 10, 2026. 
Please email completed forms to: DisasterRecovery@
MendocinoCounty.gov 

The County encourages all affected businesses 
to participate. Every response helps ensure the full 
economic impact of the earthquake is documented and 
supports efforts to bring additional recovery resources to 
Mendocino County.

Californians to get ‘California 
Climate Credit’ on August 

PG&E bill 
Submitted by the California Public Utilities 
Commission

This August, the electric credit identified as the 
“California Climate Credit” will automatically apply to 
your utility bill. Your household and millions of others 
throughout the State of California will receive a similar 
credit on their utility bill.

Starting in 2026, as part of a statewide mandate to 
support affordability during higher-bill months, the 
electric Residential Climate Credit will now be distributed 
in August and September instead of April and October. 
Starting in 2027, the gas credit distribution will also shift 
and be distributed in February.

The California Climate Credit is designed to help utility 
customers during the transition to a more sustainable 
future and is a direct result of California’s nation-leading 
Cap-and-Invest Program that requires polluters to pay 
for climate pollution.

PG&E households will automatically receive the 
Climate Credit on their utility bill:

• Electric credit: $36.18 (in August and September 
2026)

• Natural gas credit: $46.26 (was distributed in April 
2026)

• In 2026, combined use customers will receive a total 
credit of $118.62

Since 2014, the CPUC calculates PG&E residential 
customers have received nearly $1,183 in California 
Climate Credits, totaling $15.2 billion in Cap-and-Invest 
Program cumulative benefits statewide.

For more information about the Climate Credit, visit 
www.cpuc.ca.gov/climatecredit.

For more information about additional programs 
that are funded by the Cap-and-Invest Program to 
reduce carbon pollution, improve public health and 
the environment, and provide meaningful benefits 
to the most disadvantaged communities, visit www.
caclimateinvestments.ca.gov.

Still have questions? Visit PG&E’s Help Center at 
https://help.pge.com/ for general support, ways to save 
energy, reduce costs on monthly bills, and contribute to 
building a sustainable future.

T H I R D  D I S T R IC T 
S U P E R V I S OR ’ S  U P DAT E

August 2026
By Supervisor John Haschak

With all the fires, much appreciation to CAL FIRE, 
local firefighters, and Fire Safe Councils who work 
long and hard now and in the off-season to get us 
ready for these inevitable summer days. Just a 
reminder to please stay safe and be ready. 

The proposal to improve road maintenance with a 
sales tax in unincorporated areas will not go to the 
voters in November. A 4/5 vote was needed. The 
majority voted in favor, but that was not enough. 
Roads will be maintained with the funds available. 
Unfortunately, roads not maintained properly will 
deteriorate and cost more in the long run. 

The Board settled contract negotiations with three 
bargaining units with SEIU 1021 being the largest. 
Triggers were put in place, which means if certain 
revenue and expenditure conditions are met, then the 
cost-of-living adjustment increases for employees. 
This recognizes the County’s financial situation and 
gives employees increases if the finances improve. 

Five additional Sheriff’s deputy positions and one 
sergeant position were approved. This is an additional 
$1 million cost. Certainly, safety is a priority, and 
making sure that the Sheriff’s Office is properly staffed 
is necessary.

Mendocino Transit Authority celebrated its 50th 
birthday. They have dedicated staff such as Candy 
Lodge who has worked for MTA for 45 years and is still 
going strong. MTA provides vital transit services to our 
communities in a safe, clean, and economical way. 
They try their best to get you where you need to be.

A moratorium on data center construction will 
come back to the Board on September 1. The Board 
approved moving this issue forward, and staff is 
working on the language. If adopted with the required 
4/5 vote, an urgency ordinance such as this will take 
effect for 45 days and can be extended after a notice 
of public hearing.  

The next Talk with the Supervisor will be on Friday, 
September 11, from 10 to 11 am at Brickhouse 
Coffee. You can always contact me at haschakj@
mendocinocounty.gov or call 707-972-4214.  

 Back to School Clothing 
Swap, August 7 and 8 

Posted by Jessica Clark
The donations just keep rolling in, and we can’t thank 

you enough! Because of your incredible generosity, 
our Clothing Swap this weekend, Saturday, August 
7 and Sunday, August 8, at the Willits Elementary 
Charter School (across from the Rec Grove) is 
shaping up to be SO BIG that we’re moving the fun 
outdoors to make room for it all!

Our wonderful volunteers have been working hard 
almost every single day – sorting sizes and checking 
every piece to make sure you get top-quality items. 
We’ve got a whole team jumping in to get everything 
organized, styled, and swap-ready!

We are so excited for this event, and we hope you 
are too! Here’s what we’ve got lined up for you and 
the family:

Saturday Special: Face painting for the kids while 
you browse!  Friday and Saturday: Fun, self-directed 
kids’ activities to keep the little ones entertained so 
you can shop in peace.

This is such a wonderful chance to connect with 
neighbors, grab some awesome clothes and school 
supplies, and celebrate one of the final weekends of 
summer vacation before the fall semester kicks off.  
We really hope to see a huge turnout! 
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Read the rest of
WCA Over on page 11

Have something to say?
Residents of Willits, Brooktrails, 

Laytonville and Covelo are welcome 
to send in a letter to the editor 

about local issues. Please email 
us: willitsweekly@gmail.com 

REMEMBER: Deadline is end of day 
Monday for each week’s Thursday 

edition. 

WHY USE COLD CREEK COMPOST?

CLOSE
THE

LOOP
SAVE

MONEY
REDUCE

ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT

GROW
MORE

coldcreekcompost.com
(707) 485-5966
       @ColdCreekCompostSEPT.

5th

5:30PM

HOWARD HOUSE-RIDGEWOOD RANCH • WILLITS, CA

For more information or tickets call 707-354-0714 or 707-272-1918
STRC is a therapeutic horsemanship program dedicated to supporting individuals with 

disabilities through teaching the skill of horsemanship to help with daily life. We provide services 
to residents of Mendocino and Lake Counties. 

FOR

LIVE MAINE LOBSTER & PRIME RIB DINNER
(Vegetarian Option Available)

Live & Silent Auctions • Beer & Wine • Live Music

Tickets - $100 • Table Sponsorships Available

Support Seabiscuit Therapeutic
Riding Center

Use your phone's camera to scan the QR
code below

Or visit:
https://givebutter.com/claws2026

To to purchase tickets or 
make a donation 

scan with your phone
or visit: 

givebutter.com/claws2026

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above, left: Morgan Rex’s 
“Sun Clock” sold in the first 
hour of the opening reception. 
Above, right: This black walnut 
bowl by Ken Burton shows the 
wood’s varying grain patterns. 
Below: One of Rex’s multi-
metal sculptures of a flower.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Below, left: Both exhibitors’ 
work is seen in this photo 
including Burton’s wine bottle 
stoppers. Below, right: “Bowl 
8” by Ken Burton, made of 
epoxy and cherry wood. At 
bottom, left: “Maple Bowl 
2” with inlaid epoxy by Ken 
Burton. At bottom, right: 
“Lighthouse” by Morgan Rex, 
made of wine barrel staves and 
steel.

Morgan Rex looks 
over one of his 
creations called 
“Snow on the 
Mountains.”

Ken Burton shows off 
one of his wooden bowls. 
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W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
July 13 to July 19

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW  T O 
S U D OK U

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once in 
each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

APPLES
BLUE RIBBON

CARNIVAL
CAROUSEL
CHURRO
COASTER
CONCERT
CORNDOG

COTTON CANDY
EXHIBIT

FERRIS WHEEL
FRIES

FUNNEL CAKE
GAMES

GRAND STAND
JUDGES

LEMONADE
LIVESTOCK

MIDWAY
POPCORN

PRIZE
QUILT

RACING
TRACTOR

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bleated
  6. Snakelike fish
  9. Database management 
      system
 13. Social evolution  
       anthropologist Service
 14. American rocker Grohl
 15. Greek personification 
       of compassion
 16. Negatives
 17. Rescued
 18. Self-immolation by 
       fire ritual
 19. Assigns tasks
 21. Popular type of cigar
 22. Discounts
 23. The whole quantity
 24. New York Giants legend
 25. Indicates before
 28. Lentils
 29. Extremely angry
 31. Body part
 33. ‘North Star State’
 36. David __, US playwright
 38. Lower and raise one’s 
       head
 39. Private rendezvous
 41. In a way, improved
 44. A place to play
 45. Astronomical period 
       of 18 years
 46. Automobile

 48. Something you can take
 49. A radio band
 51. Jaws of a voracious  
       animal
 52. Short-billed rails
 54. Chinese province
 56. Shameless
 60. Horizontal passage from  
       the surface into a mine
 61. Indian respectful titles
 62. Fail to entertain
 63. Dried-up
 64. Central Utah city
 65. Southern U.S.
 66. German river
 67. Necessary for breathing
 68. Put into play

CLUES DOWN
  1. Curved segment
  2. Wings
  3. Yellowish volatile liquid
  4. Makes less severe
  5. Debit note
  6. Overhang
  7. The nights before
  8. Type of light
  9. Lacking enthusiasm
 10. Tattle
 11. Some is ‘heavy’
 12. One who is canonized
 14. Indicates date and 
       place of writing

 17. ‘Peace’ in Arabic
 20. ‘Olaf’ actor Josh
 21. Fragmented rock
 23. They __
 25. Advanced degree
 26. Backside
 27. Influential architect and  
       design couple
 29. An act of undue intimacy
 30. Words from which later  
       words are derived
 32. 10 meters
 34. Neither
 35. Fungal sacs
 37. The law of God revealed  
       to Moses
 40. A woolen cap of Scottish  
       origin
 42. A promise
 43. Challenges
 47. British Air Aces
 49. Large bank 
 50. Served as an omen
 52. Cavalry sword
 53. Vaccine developer
 55. Belgian WW2 resistance  
       leader Jules
 56. Italian Seaport
 57. Hip joint
 58. __ Clapton, musician
 59. Insect repellent
 61. Constrictor snake
 65 ‘The First State’ (abbr.)

Open Monday-Friday
Accepting new patients of all ages.

Care B&B+
Willits non-profit offers post-surgery recovery option 

in a comfortable house
Sometimes a person’s dreams come to fruition. Orthotic 

and prosthetic device maker, Jessica 
Grinberg, saw a need, a niche that 
needed to be filled, so for 10 years 
she dreamed, planned, and finally 

created a unique and necessary service. To the best of 
her knowledge, and that of her insurance companies, 
the concept has never been tried anywhere in the United 
States, or even internationally. The entity that she named 
Care B&B+ is now a reality, located on a quiet street, just 
minutes from downtown Willits.

The business, quite simple in concept, involves providing 
a place for people to recuperate after surgeries, with a 
caring staff who will help fill post-op needs of the patient. 
“If you need to recuperate, that’s what we’re doing this for,” 
said Perri Kaller, one of the well-trained and caring staff. 
“This is a place if you have an outpatient surgery and you’re 
not ready to go home, you can come here, and people will 
take care of you and you’ll have round-the-clock care. In 
case you have to go to the bathroom and you don’t know 
if you can get in and out, there’s someone to help you do 
that. Then we’ll set you up and get you ready to go home, 
coordinate with the hospital services and get you back in 
your home safely.

“One of the things we do is set people up to become 
independent. We help them to utilize the tools that they’ve 
been given. We set them up with whatever they need. In 
this case, the woman we sent home with a hip replacement 
was trying to figure out how she could move around her 
house, which is a small house. We set her up with Velcro 
and baskets and things on her walker. Just to make things 
comfortable so she could negotiate when she got home.”

The house in the pleasant neighborhood on West 
Commercial Street, shows no outer signs of being a care 
facility. It looks just like all the other homes on the street. 
Inside, it is light, airy, and welcoming. The two bedrooms 
are comfortable and equipped with hospital-type beds, with 
one having a regular bed  in case the client is a caregiver 
and needs to have their own client with them. There is a 
pleasant dining room and living room, a laundry room, a 
small but comfortable bathroom, and a deck in the back. 
Everything is designed to give the client the feeling of being 

at home as they learn to negotiate life outside the hospital.
“We are often asked how we differ from a skilled nursing 

facility,” explained Grinberg. “We are not treating medical 
situations. We’re not doing IV therapy. We’re not doing 
oxygen. We are not dispensing medications. The patient 
will have their own lockbox. They are in charge of their own 
medications. We can be here supporting, but we’re not 
pretending to be medical.

“We are a social model. We want to ensure that some of 
the things that are the pitfalls of going home alone are not 
what they have to deal with here. You can see this doesn’t 
look like a medical facility, but that is by design. We want it 
to be what they will have at home. We don’t have the ultra-
wide doorways. It’s not designed to be an interim medical 
place to stay. When they go home, these are some of the 
things that they will come across. The idea is that when 
they go home, they know how to deal with stairs and similar 
navigation challenges.” 

One of their first patients, Terry, was quite grateful for 
the care she was given. “It was such a blessing because 
of the amount of care that I received there,” said Terry. 
“There was always someone there who was on it in terms 
of whatever I needed, keeping an eye on me, fixing food. 
They were just so amazing. Honestly, I wish I had stayed 
longer. I think if I had to do it again, I would stay longer 
because it was just so helpful.

“If there was no Care B&B+,” Terry continued. “I would 
have had to depend on family or friends. I’ve always been 
fairly independent, so I just hate to ask someone if I could 
stay with them. I was there for four nights, and it involved 
a lot of help when I got home. It was such a blessing and I 
didn’t have any idea what it was going to be like and how 
much support there would be, but everybody was just so 
lovely and so caring. The food was fantastic. They asked 
me what I wanted to eat, and they had the food. They even 
bought me my special drink. There was plenty of the food.”

The Howard Foundation is generously providing the 
house itself at no charge to Care B&B+.   

To find out more about the facility and the service that 
it provides, visit https://carebnbplus.org/ or call 707-964-
1849.

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

At left: The Care B&B house is situated in a quiet neighborhood near downtown. 
The house is provided by the Howard Foundation. Below: The bedrooms at Care 
B&B+ are well-equipped with hospital beds and cabinets for personal items. 
At bottom, left: The bathroom, although small, is quite functional and clean. At 
bottom, right: Fresh flowers add a welcoming artistic touch to the warm airy 
interior.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Above: Perri Kaller is one of the kind and knowledgeable staffers 
at the home facility Below: The Care B&B+ dining area is light, 
airy, and welcoming, as is the entire house 

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department reported 66 incidents in this 
7-day period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

July 13
10:55 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
East Commercial Street.

9:40 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
200 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

July 14
11:34 pm: Officers initiated a theft 

investigation in the 200 block of Holly 
Street.

July 15
12:46 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of vandalism in the 100 block of South 
Lenore Avenue.

1:26 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 200 block of 
South Main Street.

9:15 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1200 block of South Main Street and 
issued a warning.

9:50 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1700 block of South Main Street and 
issued a citation.

July 16
1:29 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 

400 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

5:49 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
North Main Street.

July 17
1:12 am: Officers conducted a stop near 

the intersection of California Street and 
South Main Street and issued a warning.

4:03 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

5:57 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of trespassing in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street and issued a warning.

7:22 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

7:51 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

July 18
2:13 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 1100 block of 
South Main Street.

8:36 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1700 block of South Main Street and 
issued a warning.

10:57 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 800 block of 
Railroad Avenue and issued a citation.

July 19
9:35 pm: Officers conducted a stop near 

the intersection of South Main Street and 
Baechtel Road and issued a warning.

Burglary investigations 
lead to SWAT arrest in 

Willits
By Sgt. J. Woida for MCSO

On July 31, 2026 at approximately 2:30 
pm, a Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
deputy contacted Benjamin Miller, 48, of 
Willits,  in the area of Tomki Road and Cave 
Creek Road in Redwood Valley. Miller was 
being sought in connection with several 
ongoing burglary investigations and had a 
misdemeanor warrant issued for his arrest 
for 135 PC – Destruction of evidence.

Upon contact with the Sheriff’s Office 
deputy, Miller fled the scene in a Dodge SUV. 
The vehicle was later located and seized as 
evidence in connection with the ongoing 
investigations, but Miller fled the area and 
was not located. A search warrant for the 
vehicle was subsequently authorized by a 
Mendocino County Superior Court Judge.

During the execution of the search warrant, 
MCSO deputies recovered personal property 
and documents associated with Miller, along 
with live ammunition. Deputies determined 
that Miller was prohibited from owning or 
possessing firearms and ammunition due to 
prior criminal convictions.

Based on evidence gathered during the 
investigation, MCSO deputies obtained an 
arrest warrant for 30305(a)(1) PC – Prohibited 
person in possession of ammunition, and a 
search warrant for a residence in Willits that 
was associated with Miller.

On August 1, 2026 at approximately 4 
pm, the Mendo-Lake Regional SWAT Team 
served the search warrant at a residence on 
the 100 block of East San Francisco Avenue 
in Willits. There was a brief standoff where 
Miller initially refused to exit the residence, 
but he was later arrested without further 
incident.

During the search of the residence, Sheriff’s 
Office deputies recovered multiple firearms, 
ammunition, and firearm accessories.

Among the firearms recovered was an 
SKS rifle that MCSO deputies are examining 
as possible evidence related to an ongoing 
residential burglary investigation.

Miller was transported to the Mendocino 
County Jail where he was booked on the 
felony warrant – 30305(a)(1) PC – Prohibited 
person in possession of ammunition, and the 
misdemeanor warrant – 135 PC – Destruction 
of evidence, along with new charges of 
29800(a)(1) PC – Prohibited person in 
possession of a firearm, and 30305(a)(1) 
PC – Prohibited person in possession of 
ammunition. Miller remains in custody and is 
being held in lieu of $37,500 bail.  

Anyone with information related to 
this incident is requested to contact the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office at 707-
463-4086 (option 1). Information can also 
be provided anonymously by calling the non-
emergency tip-line at 707-234-2100.

Senior Center menu 
for the week 

Willits Senior Center is serving 
lunch in its indoor dining room, 
Monday through Friday, from 11:45 
am to 1 pm. To-go lunches are 
available from 12 to 12:45 pm, 
in front of the main desk, 1501 
Baechtel Road. Due to increasing 
food costs, dine-in and to-go meals 
are now $9.
Thursday, August 6: Carnitas 
Burrito, wet w/Green Sauce
Friday, August 7: Crispy Chicken 
Sandwich
Monday, August 10: Chicken 
Cordon Bleu Bake
Tuesday, August 11: BBQ Rib 
Sandwich
Wednesday, August 12: Meatloaf 
w/Sides
Thursday, August 13: Monterey 
Roast Beef Sandwich
Friday, August 14: Coconut Shrimp
Activities: Bingo on Friday nights, 
5 to 7 pm. Exercise class weekday 
mornings from 9 to 10 am. 
Pancake Breakfast: every second 
Sunday at the Willits Senior Center, 
on Sunday, August 9 this month, 
8:30 to 11:30 am. Menu Choices: All 
You Can Eat Pancakes or Biscuits 
& Gravy, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon 
or Sausage, Coffee, Orange Juice 
or Milk; Breakfast Special TBD. $13 
adults; $12 Senior Center members; 
$8 children. 1501 Baechtel Road.

Meals on Wheels: The Senior 
Center Meals on Wheels program 
delivers lunch Monday through 
Friday, excepting holidays. To sign 
up call Joliana at 459-6826, who can 
help fill out the application form. Call 
459-6826 the day before needed 
to schedule home meal delivery. 
Delivered throughout Willits. 

Transportation for seniors: Call 
459-5556 to schedule. Pick up 
and drop off for grocery shopping, 
banking, doctors’ appointments. 
Senior Center Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need of 
volunteers to help with the many 
activities here at the center, including 
volunteer Meals on Wheels drivers. 
“Volunteers are one-third of our 
workforce, which allows us to offer 
many services to our members and 
community.” To learn more about 
volunteering: 459-6826.
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Thursday, August 6
Redwood Empire Fair opens: 
The fair is open daily Thursday, 
August 6 through Sunday, August 9 
at the Ukiah Fairgrounds. Today is 
free admission for kids 6-12 years 
and seniors 65 and over day, with 
$2 rides from 3 to 6 pm. Fair and 
Carnival open 3 pm Thursday, with 
livestock shows starting at 8 am. 
See www.RedwoodEmpireFair.com 
for a complete schedule of events, 
contests, performances, activities 
and more. General admission, 
$10 adults, Seniors/Child 6-12, $8, 
children 12 & under free. Parking 
$10. Visit https://butleramusements.com/events/78 for a list of 
rides scheduled for the 2026 Redwood Empire Fair, with height 
requirements and ticket info.  
Willits Farmers Market: Join your neighbors at Summer Market 
outdoors at City Park on Commercial Street, Thursday, August 6, 
from 3 to 5:30 pm, for the freshest produce available, local meat, 
farm fresh eggs, hot and cold food from local businesses, along 
with crafts, live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
The market honors EBT and WIC cards and matches benefits to 
double your dollars.
“Matilda the Musical JR.” at WHS: 
Willits Community Youth Theatre’s 
Gateway to the Stage summer camp 
recreates Roald Dahl’s story of school 
girl Matilda and her friends rising up 
against an evil headmistress. Packed 
with high-energy dance numbers 
and catchy songs, this gleefully witty 
musical with a cast of 21 local youth 
is a joyous ode to kid power.  Willits 
High School auditorium, 299 North 
Main Street. Remaining shows: 
Thursday, August 6, Friday, August 7 
and Saturday, August 8 at 7 pm, and 
Sunday, August 9 at 2 pm. Tickets 
are $15 and available online at www.
wctperformingartscenter.org or at the 
door.

Friday, August 7
Redwood Empire Fair: The fair is open daily through Sunday, 
August 9 at the Ukiah Fairgrounds. Fair and Carnival open 
3 pm Friday, with livestock shows starting at 8 am. Side-by-
sides, Motorcycles, Mud Boggs, and Monster Trucks at 7 pm. 
See Thursday, August 6 listing for more info, or visit www. 
RedwoodEmpireFair.com for a complete schedule of events.
Wild Things at the Library: Conservation 
Ambassadors’ Wild Things are bringing nature to 
the Willits Library, Friday, August 7 from noon to 1 
pm, as part of the Summer Reading Program. All 
ages are invited for an afternoon filled with natural 
wonders and adventure. Free for all. 390 East 
Commercial Street. 
First Fridays Summer Concert Series:  Mid-
summer nights were made for music on the street. 
Willits Chamber of Commerce presents the August 
7 First Friday event - a soulful night with Audio 
Soul.  On Commercial Street, between Humboldt 
and Main, in front of the Noyo Theatre. Free 
admission. 6 to 9 pm. Food and merchant vendors. 
Bring your dancing shoes and support the local 
businesses that make our community great. All 
ages welcome. More info: https://visitwillits.com/
events/first-fridays-summer-concert-series/

Art Talks at WCA: This month’s Art 
Talk at the Willits Center for the Arts 
is on “El Greco: Where mysticism 
meets distortion.” Friday, August 
7 at 6:30 pm. The presentation, 
by Gary Martin, M.A., offers an 
engaging exploration of one of 
the most distinctive and visionary 
artists of the late Renaissance. 71 
East Commercial Street.
“Matilda the Musical JR.” at 
WHS: Willits Community Youth 
Theatre’s Gateway to the Stage 
summer camp recreates Roald 
Dahl’s story of school girl Matilda 
and her friends rising up against 

an evil headmistress, at the Willits High School 
auditorium. Friday, August 7 show is at 7 pm. See 
Thursday, August 6 listing for more details.
Mr. BMMNM!!! at Shanachie: A 2x Grammy-winning and 
International Gold Recording Artist, Mr. BMMNM!!! is an emcee 
and master beatboxer whose live performances blend Hip-Hop, 
vocal percussion, musicality, and crowd connection. Friday, August 
7 at 8 pm on at Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street.

Saturday, August 8
Junior Livestock Auction at Redwood 
Empire Fair: The fair is open daily 
through Sunday, August 9 at the Ukiah 
Fairgrounds. Junior Livestock Auction is 
held today, Saturday, August 8, starting 
at 10 am. Fair and Carnival open at 
noon on Saturday. See Thursday, 
August 6 listing for more info, or visit 
www. RedwoodEmpireFair.com for a 
complete schedule of events.
FOWL Pop-up Book Sale: 
Friends of the Willits Library 
presents a Pop-Up Book Sale 
at the Willits Library, 390 East 
Commercial Street. Opening 
day, Saturday, August 8 
to Tuesday, August 18. A 
wide assortment of books 
in excellent condition. Only 

$1 each. Willits Library hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday: 10 am to 7 pm; Friday, 10 am to 6 pm; 
Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm; Closed Sunday and Monday. 
Retreat-Atorium & House Party: Shen Den Wellness 
celebrates four years in Willits with a House Party on 
Saturday, August 8 from 2 to 10 pm. Musical Jams, kids welcome, 
swimming pond and kayak. 4015 Second Gate Road, Willits.   
Explore Bee Air, Sound and Vibro-Acoustic Therapies. 

Bell Springs Fire 
Fundraiser: The Bell 
Springs Fire Department 
presents its annual 
fundraiser, Saturday, 
August 8 in Tan Oak Park, 
58974 Highway 101 N, 
Leggett, 4 pm.  Live music 
by Mendo Fire, While 
We’re Young, and Blue 
Luke. Plate Dinner by 
Sho Nuff Rolling Smoke 
(vegan, vegetarian, and 
GF options available), 
Craft Beer and Cider, 
Famous Super Raffle, 
Dessert Table, and Kids’ 
Zone.

“Matilda the Musical JR.” at WHS: 
Willits Community Youth Theatre’s 
Gateway to the Stage summer camp 
recreates Roald Dahl’s story of school 
girl Matilda and her friends rising 
up against an evil headmistress, at 
the Willits High School auditorium. 
Saturday, August 8 show is at 7 pm. 
See Thursday, August 6 listing for more 
details.
Hillshaker at Shanachie: Clay 
Hawkins blends rapid-fire fingerstyle 
slide guitar and honest, heartfelt 
acoustic rock songwriting, with 
longtime co-conspirator Andrew 
Robertson on the upright bass. The 
duo play what some say is, “Late Night, 
Boot Stomping, Road Music from the 

Heart.” Saturday, August 8 at 8 pm at Shanachie Pub, 50 South 
Main Street.

Sunday, August 9
Redwood Empire Fair: Closing day 
for the Fair at the Ukiah Fairgrounds. 
Livestock Award Ceremony, 10 am. 
Fair and Carnival open at noon 
on Sunday.  Ukiah Idols finals, 1 
pm, Boat Races and Mudd Boggs, 
6 pm.  See Thursday, August 6 
listing for more info, or visit www. 
RedwoodEmpireFair.com for a 
complete schedule of events.
“Matilda the Musical JR.” at WHS: 
Willits Community Youth Theatre’s 
Gateway to the Stage summer 
camp recreates Roald Dahl’s story 

of school girl Matilda and her friends rising 
up against an evil headmistress, at the 
Willits High School auditorium. Closing show 
Sunday, August 9 matinee show is at 2 pm. 
See Thursday, August 6 listing for more 
details.

Tuesday, August 11
Digital Skills for Everyday Life at the 
Library: Learn valuable online skills 
including e-mail correspondence, internet 
security, and much more. Tuesday, August 
11, from 11 am to 12:30 pm at the Willits 
Library, 390 East Commercial Street. Library 
Chromebooks will be available for check-out.

Wednesday, August 12
2nd Chance at the Grange: Helping 
pets in need with free flea and tick 
medication, vaccines, leashes, collars, 
dog shampoo, harnesses. At Nuestra 
Alianza and the Grange, 291 School 
Street, Wednesday, August 12, from 
9:30 am to noon. 
Tony Roach at Brickhouse: smooth 
vintage jazz guitar and vocals, 
Wednesday, August 12, from noon to 
2 pm, at Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South 
Main Street.

Thursday, August 13
Book Club at the Library: Come 
be a part of a welcoming community 
centered around the love of reading 

every 2nd Thursday of the month at 3:30 pm, Thursday, August 
13 this month, at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street. This club welcomes readers 18 and over to discuss notable 
books. Titles will be chosen during the meetings.
Willits Farmers Market: Join your neighbors at Summer Market 
outdoors at City Park on Commercial Street, Thursday, August 13, 
from 3 to 5:30 pm, for the freshest produce available, local meat, 
farm fresh eggs, hot and cold food from local businesses, along 
with crafts, live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
The market honors EBT and WIC cards and matches benefits to 
double your dollars.

Friday, August 14
School Supply Giveaway at the Library: While supplies last, all 
school supplies will be given away to students under the age of 18. 
Friday, August 14 from 3 to 5:30 pm, at the Willits Library, 390 East 

Commercial Street.
Acoustic Showcase at Shanachie: 
featuring local musicians, each 
performing acoustic sets. These nights 
have been known to be memorable 
events, featuring any number of notable 
local musical artists. Friday, August 14 
at 8 pm. Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main 
Street.

Saturday, August 15
Round Valley Blackberry Festival: 
Saturday, August 15 and Sunday 
August 16, 2026 mark the weekend 
of the 43rd annual Round Valley 
Blackberry Festival. The festival kicks 

off at 10 am on both days, and runs through 6 pm on Saturday 
and 5 pm on Sunday. Free admission! Festivities include over 
30 artisan vendors offering their arts & crafts and food, including 
blackberry delicacies, Mendocino wine tasting, and live music both 
days. Children’s activities promise fun for the entire family. Enjoy 
an art show in the Round Valley Library Commons adjacent to the 
festival grounds, and a car and motorcycle show on Sunday.  More 
info: www.roundvalleyblackberryfestival.com for more info.
“Spirit of Place” reading at WCT: An evening of poetry celebrating 
“Spirit of Place: Mendocino County Women Poets Anthology” will 
be held at Willits Community Theatre on Saturday, August 15 
at 7 pm. Sponsored by the Starlight Lounge Poetry Series, the 
reading will feature work from women across Mendocino County 
who have written poems responding to the phrase, “spirit of 

place.” Admission is by donation. An open 
mic follows the featured reading. 37 West 
Van Lane in Willits. More info: contact Kirk 
Lumpkin at kirk@twinberry.net, or (707) 621-
3215.
Blue Luke at Shanachie: Prodigy guitarist 
“Blue Luke” Andrews takes the soul of the 
blues, the groove of funk, the grit of rock 
& roll, and the harmonies of jazz into the 
modern world. Saturday, August 15, 8 pm at 
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street.

Sunday, August 16
Round Valley Blackberry Festival: Sunday 
August 16, 2026 is the second day of the 43rd 
annual Round Valley Blackberry Festival, 
from 10 am to 5 pm. Free admission. See 
Saturday, August 15 listing for more details.

Willits United
Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden

A place to find comfort
where all are welcome

Pastor Jaime Rogers-Fairchild
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am

286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855

wumc@outlook.com
www.willitsumc.org

Facebook: facebook willits umc

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•A University for Soul
i•Spiritual Living Courses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475

april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.
Pastor Kris Strickland

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship

Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177

Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom

Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Worship Service
10 a.m.

For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive

Facebook.com/stjohnswillits
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Wednesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday-5:30 p.m.

Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish

Confessions on Saturday
4:45 - 5:15 p.m.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252

https://stanthonywillits.org/
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
10:00 a.m. - Worship

Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490

ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Church
of Christ

“What must we do to be saved?” 
Acts 2:37

1095 S. Main St., Willits
 (next to Super 8)

(707) 459-5023
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-

6-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study-

7-8:00 p.m.

Showtimes:  August 6 to August 13          Closed Monday/Tuesday

THE ODDYSEY SPIDERMAN:
BRAND NEW DAY THE INVITE

(R)  2hr 52min
Fri:
6:15

Sat/Sun:
2:30, 6:15

Wed/Thurs:
6:156:15

(PG-13) 2h 24 min
Fri: 
6:45

Sat/Sun:
3:00, 6:45

Weds/Thur:
6:456:45

(R) 1H 47min
Fri:
7:15

Sat/Sun:
2:15, 4:45, 7:15

Weds/Thur:
7:157:15

DELUXE THEATRE

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

‘Spider-Man:  
Brand New Day’

The Story: Doctor Strange has cast a magic spell erasing all 
memory of Peter Parker from the 
mind of his beautiful lady love MJ 
(Zendaya), also from the mind of his 
best buddy Ned (Jacob Batalon). 
Essentially, Peter Parker has become 
socially and romantically alone. He is 
heartbroken. Even so, as Spider-Man 

he continues to disrupt crime all over New York City. With his 
spidey-sense, and his sticky spider-silk rope, and his incredible 
strength, Peter continues to shut down a raucous menagerie of 
blustering villains with fancy names – you all know the type – 
still Peter is painfully lonely.
And then, a new sort of villain who practices bizarre mind-control 
is causing chaos and mayhem in the City streets. Plus, there’s a 
secret government agency developing weapons, gawd knows 
why, and somehow Peter has to stop them.
Meanwhile, Peter’s trying to reintroduce himself to his beautiful 
love MJ, who just wonders who the heck he is.
My Thoughts: I really liked the movie. This is quite a zig-
zagging romantic love story of heartbreak and redemption. Poor 
Peter Parker – our friendly neighborhood Spider-Man has got 
battles to fight. One can only hope he survives. Special shout-
out to Marisa Tomei who plays Peter’s Aunt May with kind and 
quiet gravitas.
Parents: The flick is too complicated for the little ones. Plus 
there’s issues of death and grief. I’d estimate ages 12 and up.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality attenuated by the 
wisdom of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

FOWL Pop-up Book 
Sale, August 8 to 18

Friends of the Willits Library presents 
a Pop-Up Book Sale at the Willits Library, 
390 East Commercial Street. Opening 
day is Saturday, August 8, and the sale 
continues until Tuesday, August 18. A wide 
assortment of books in excellent condition. 
Only $1 each. Willits Library hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10 am to 
7 pm; Friday, 10 am to 6 pm; Saturday, 10 
am to 5 pm; Closed Sunday and Monday. 

Harvest Exchange 
Table at the Willits 

Library
Wondering what to do with the surplus 

zucchini or apples in your garden? 
Bring them to the library!  There will be 
a table set up for a harvest 
exchange at the Willits 
Library, beginning August 
4, and open during Library 
hours. Open hours: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday: 10 am 
to 7 pm; Friday, 10 am to 6 
pm; Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm; 
Closed Sunday and Monday. 
Please drop off produce no 
later than 15 minutes before 
closing. 

250th Anniversary of 
America drone show in 

Lakeport, August 7
Celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary 

with an evening under the stars as 
hundreds of synchronized drones light 
up the night sky over Xabatin “Big Water” 
Community Park, 800 North Main Street, 
in Lakeport. Friday, August 7. Show begins 
at dusk. This family-friendly event is part 
of Lake County’s continued celebration of 
America’s 250th anniversary and promises 
a dazzling display of lights, music, and 
patriotic imagery that everyone can enjoy. 
Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, family, 
and friends. Come early, find a great spot, 
and enjoy a summer evening celebrating 
our nation’s history and the spirit of the 
Lake County community.

Ukiah Sundays in 
the Park, August 9 

The City of Ukiah’s free 
community concert series 
continues on Sunday, August 
9, 6 pm at Todd Grove Park. 
Featuring Jungle Fire, a Los 
Angeles band that digs deep 
into Afro/Latin funk music with a 
highly explosive psychedelic and 
uniquely Angeleno flavor! Pack a 
picnic or indulge in fabulous food 
prepared by vendors who are 
onsite with everything from pizza 
to shave ice. Please, no pets 
and no smoking within the main 
event area, low-back chairs only, 
personal BBQs only allowed at 
the picnic table areas. More info: 
707-463-6231.
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The rest of
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The rest of
Trees From page 1

                                   

Learn more at  
AdventistHealth.org/MendocinoCounty

At Adventist Health, our expertise exists to inspire health, wholeness, and hope 
We’re here for you whenever you need us. With high-quality care, innovative treatments, and cutting-edge 
technology. All meant to inspire wellness and support your mental, physical, and spiritual health. So you can 
enjoy more of the moments you were made for.

It’s about moments that matter.   
And the care that gets you there.

Lions Club 100th anniversary celebration, 
August 29

Submitted by Willits Lions Club
The Willits Lions Club is excited to celebrate our 100th Anniversary!  

Located at the Scout Hut in Recreation Grove Park, the Lions Club has 
provided financial and volunteer support to many organizations, programs, 
community events, service projects, and park improvements that have 
directly benefited the people of Willits since 1926! 

Our members are committed to serving Willits. Join us for our 100th year 
picnic celebration at Recreation Grove Park on Saturday, August 29 from 
12 to 5 pm.  Admission is free. There will be live music by Warehouse 21, 
food and drinks for purchase, and lots of fun activities for kids. See you at 
the Park!

Furry Friends Hoping for a Home
Playful Bernardo 

Bernardo is a 6-month-old, 33-pound puppy with a fun-loving 
personality and a bright future ahead of him! Like any young pup, 
Bernardo is playful, curious, full of energy, and he loves meeting 
new people. Whether he’s playing with toys, exploring the world, 
or soaking up attention from people, Bernardo is happiest when 
he’s part of the action.

The Mendocino County Animal Shelter, located at 298 Plant 
Road in Ukiah, is open to the public from 9:30 am to 5 pm Tuesday 
through Friday, and 10 am to 3 pm on Saturdays (closed for lunch 
each day from 1 to 1:30 pm). Make sure to pre-fill out the adoption 
application available at www.mendoanimalshelter.com. Call 707-
463-4427 for more information.

Clever BlueTooth
If you are looking for a seamless connection in your life, this 

little girl is ready to sync right up to your heart! Bluetooth is a 
sweet, clever, and highly compatible domestic shorthair / Siamese 
kitten, about 3 months old, looking for her forever network. There 
is no complicated setup or troubleshooting required with this girl. 
Bluetooth connects with her favorite humans almost instantly. 
She loves to stay in range, happily following you from room to 
room to ensure her signal never drops. Are you ready to establish 
a connection? Fill out an adoption application today to bring 
Bluetooth home.

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino is located at 
9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley. Feel free to visit us, no 
appointments needed on Wednesday and Friday, 1 to 5 pm and 
Saturday and Sunday, 11 am to 3 pm. Thursdays by appointment 
only: Please call 707-485-0123 or email info@hsimc.org for an 
appointment. Closed Monday and Tuesday. Fill out a foster or 
adoption application on our website: www.mendohumanesociety.
com. Check out all of our available dogs and cats on our website, 
on our Facebook page, and on www.petfinder.com. 

burning, it’s nowhere near enough. 
Climate change and more than a century of 

overzealous fire suppression are now fueling 
wildfires so severe that they’re wiping out the very 
forests that need fire to thrive – leaving iconic 
landscapes at risk of turning into brush and scrub, 
permanently. 

Over the past quarter-century, high-severity 
wildfires have burned 2.3 million acres of California’s 
forestland so completely that the trees are unlikely 
to return on their own –  according to a working draft 
of the state’s new reforestation strategy obtained by 
CalMatters. 

California is counting on these forests to store 
carbon, protect water supplies, clean the air, and 
shelter wildlife. By 2071, one recent analysis 
reports, half of California’s forest area could be 
gone.

“Reforestation,” said Malcolm North, a scientist 
with the U.S. Forest Service Pacific Southwest 
Research Station, “is pretty damn important.”

Yet to replant even a quarter of the privately 
owned forestlands in the state, California would 
need to increase seed bank capacity by roughly 
300%, according to CAL FIRE – which means more 
seeds, more people, more space. And that wouldn’t 
solve the problem on federal land, which accounts 
for more than half the forests in the state and most 
of the lands that need replanting.

CalMatters reviewed a working draft of California’s 
reforestation strategy; the USDA California Climate 
Hub is developing it with state and federal agencies, 
the conservation non-profit American Forests, and 
the Governor’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task 
Force. 

But both Sacramento and Washington have 
spent decades letting the money and staff needed 
to grow back California’s forests wither. 

“We need to focus on reforestation as an 
emergency, as a state,” McMorrow said. “We are 
slowly losing our forestland, and we’re not catching 
up.” 

Bleeding the federal workforce
Timber harvests once paid for much of the U.S. 

Forest Service’s efforts to replant trees. 
But as new laws tightened endangered species 

and other public lands protections, logging in 
national forests declined. Severe wildfires also 
increased. 

The combination devoured the Forest Service’s 
resources and people:  From 1998 to 2015, non-
fire staff tasked with managing National Forest 
System lands decreased by 39%, according to a 
2015 report.

With ever-increasing demands, a 2022 Forest 
Service document warned, there is a “critical 
need” to increase the number of staff “substantially 
dedicated” to reforestation. 

Congress and the Biden Administration 
unstoppered additional money for a reforestation 
trust fund in 2021, a move championed by the 
conservation non-profit American Forests. Just a 
few years later, the Forest Service reported that it 
had replanted roughly 285,000 acres nationwide 
— the highest yearly total in more than a quarter 
century.  

But the need still dwarfs action, and federally 
directed work is lengthy and intense. Crews must 
clear dead and dying trees quickly to reduce the 
danger to people and the chance of reburns, a 
Forest Service spokesperson said. Finding seeds 
and growing seedlings can take a year or two, even 
before planting. 

The federal government’s capacity to replant 
forests eroded away over time, and it will take time 
to rebuild it, said Solomon Dobrowski, a professor 
of landscape ecology at the University of Montana. 
Dobrowski’s research found that the reforestation 
gap spans millions of acres across the West and is 
likely to double or even triple in the coming decades.  

“You don’t turn that ship around on a dime,” 
Dobrowski said. 

Instead, the Trump administration cut the Forest 
Service significantly. The agency lost 20 percent of 
its staff last year.

“It just makes me cry at night … it’s basically a 
child swinging a wrecking ball,” said Hugh Safford, 
a forest and fire ecologist with the UC Davis 
Environmental Science and Policy Department and 
a former regional ecologist for the Forest Service. 
“Morale is down, capacity already was really 
minimal.” 

And California keeps burning. 

A widening gap
The loss of forests “is one of the least-known 

impacts of climate change and megafires,” said 
wildfire task force director Patrick Wright. 

The draft strategy for California obtained by 
CalMatters comes with no dedicated funding. 
The goal, Wright said, is to put every agency and 
organization trying to replant California’s scorched 
forests on the same page.

The strategy calls for streamlining planning, 
prioritizing projects tackling critical human safety 
concerns and ecosystem issues like water supply, 
and increasing the supply of seeds, seedlings and 
workers.

It urges land managers to avoid adding more fuel 
to the fires, and recommends replanting at lower 
densities and with more natural spacing instead 

of the classic, closely packed “pines in lines” grid. 
Scientists have linked high-density plantings to 
high-severity fires. 

The most startling pieces, though, come from 
the draft strategy’s look at the current landscape. 
California would need to scale up reforestation by 
35% annually to meet the state’s existing post-fire 
replanting goals, which start at 280,000 acres per 
year in 2030. The increase would take “significant 
funds,” the report said, because reforestation can 
cost up to $6,400 an acre.  

But the current pace is lagging. Statewide, land 
managers have replanted roughly 254,000 acres of 
severely burned forest since 2020 – or around 16% 
of the area stripped of forest cover by high-severity 
fires between 2020 and 2024 alone. The number 
is just 8% on federal lands, outside of wilderness 
areas.  

Safford said the numbers are actually even 
more dire: Factoring in both wilderness areas and 
excluding forests likely to regrow on their own, his 
recent study reports that the U.S. Forest Service 
replanted just 1.2% of the agency’s California lands 
that wildfire denuded between 2016 and 2023. 

It wasn’t always like this, said Safford. The Forest 
Service’s replanting efforts mostly kept pace with 
wildfires until around 2006. 

“And then,” Safford said, “it just falls to shit.” 

‘Nowhere near prepared’
For all the vitriol between Gov. Gavin Newsom and 

President Donald Trump over the care and raking of 
California’s forests, state and federal money – and 
people – often intersect on the landscape. 

On California’s end, CAL FIRE funds and 
conducts research, and provides grants for forest 
restoration on private, state, and even federal 
land. CAL FIRE also runs the reforestation center 
in Davis, where flats of glossy young conifers are 
gently misted with water in the summer heat. 

One of the most challenging chokepoints, 
McMorrow said, is finding the right seeds to grow 
these seedlings – getting climbers to the right 
spot, at the right time, to pluck ripe cones from the 
treetops. 

“Believe me, I do it,” said McMorrow, who created 
a tree-climbing program at CAL FIRE. “We are 
trying to meet the demand that’s in front of us, and 
it’s crushing.” 

Yet the money for CAL FIRE’s efforts – cobbled 
together from the state budget, federal grants, 
and other one-time funds – represents a relatively 
small and ever-changing fraction of CAL FIRE’s 
multibillion-dollar budget.

The nursery in Davis shut down in the early 
2000s, a casualty of across-the-board state budget 
cuts. Though the seed bank freezer stayed on, the 
reforestation center didn’t fully reopen until after 
the Legislature in 2017 tapped a 2012 fee on wood 
products to bring it back online. 

Scaling up and upgrading the facility now carries 
an estimated $26.2 million price tag; this year’s 
state budget included about $1.2 million to fund 
preliminary planning.

Meanwhile, other funding is on the line. California’s 
climate regulators – chaired by Newsom appointee 
Lauren Sanchez – voted in May to overhaul a key 
climate program in ways that could substantially 
reduce, or even eliminate, up to $200 million a 
year for wildfire resilience. Grants for reforestation 
are among the many competing priorities for this 
funding. 

While the Proposition 4 climate bond includes 
$1.5 billion for wildfire and forest resilience, state 
leaders are spending down the bond quickly. 

“The truth of the matter is that California is 
probably, infrastructurally speaking, in a better 
place than any other Western state,” Safford said. 

“What that tells you is how piss-poor the capacity 
is in general in the Western U.S., because California 
is nowhere near prepared for the scale of this.” 

Cone hunting
On the banks of Jenkinson Lake in the 

Sierra Nevada foothills, Stella Krone and Elyse 
Wohlenberg wrestled with a slingshot that towered 
over the two of them. It took their combined strength 
to slot the bungee into position, then Wohlenberg 
stepped back. 

“All clear?” Krone asked, kneeling in a clearing 
and pointing the slingshot at a Douglas fir 50 yards 
away. “Firing!” 

Krone, Wohlenberg, and dozens of other hard-
hatted people were there, crunching over conifer 
needles, for Cone Camp – a training program led 
by American Forests with support from CAL FIRE 
and the Forest Service. 

The campers – some forestry professionals, 
some interested laypeople – peeled off with 
oversized slingshots and souped-up potato guns to 
learn how to knock cones loose from tree branches. 
That’s how they check the cones for ripeness and 
viability, before sending someone up the tree to 
collect them for a seed bank. 

The problem was, there were hardly any. Last 
year’s dry cones rattled to the forest floor as Krone 
and another camper jiggled the rope they’d shot 
into the canopy. 

“So far, not a great cone year,” said Leana 
Weissberg, American Forests’ California director. 

In the clearing, the instructor asked whether the 
group was ready to try again. 

“Let’s go,” Krone said. “We’re cone hunters for a 
reason.”

abuse of a child under the age of 
14 years – is legislatively deemed 
a violent felony, the good time/work 
time credits Kiger may attempt 
to earn in prison towards early 
release on parole should be limited 
to no more than 15 percent of the 
overall 24 years. 

When the defendant is eventually 
paroled many years down the road, 
he will be required to register for 
life as a sex offender with local law 
enforcement in any city or county 
where he may be allowed to live. 
He will also face Three Strikes 
punishment should he commit a 
new felony in prison or after he is 
eventually released.

The law enforcement agencies 
that assisted in putting the case 
together were the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office. Significant witness and trial 
support was provided by the DA’s 

own Bureau of Investigations and 
Victim/Witness Unit. 

The Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Sacramento County 
SAFE Center cannot be thanked 
enough for their investigation help 
and other assistance in helping the 
victim find her voice.

DA David Eyster once again 
offers his special thanks to non-
law enforcement witnesses – some 
who traveled from out-of-state 
– who came forward to provide 
testimony at trial, particularly the 
victim, her older brother (who was 
also a victim of different types of 
abuse), and the victim’s maternal 
uncle.

DA Eyster was the prosecutor 
who presented the People’s 
evidence at trial and, today, 
argued in support of the maximum 
sentence that was imposed on 
defendant Kiger. 

At top, left: A sheet of Douglas fir seeds getting ready to be scanned by x-ray for 
insect larvae at the Lewis A. Moran Reforestation Center in Davis this month. At 
top, right: Cone Camp participants prepare to launch a weighted line into a sugar 
pine tree in Pollock Pines, El Dorado County, last month. Cone Camp is an annual 
training session where participants learn how to survey and collect pine cones. 
Above: Cone Camp participants search for the right pine tree to collect cones from 
on the shores of Jenkinson Lake in Pollock Pines in July. Cone collection helps 
contribute to CAL FIRE’s seed bank and reforestation program.

At top, left: Stewart McMorrow, staff chief of wildfire resilience for CAL FIRE, 
opens a box of seeds in the seed bank at the Lewis A. Moran Reforestation Center. 
At top, right: McMorrow checks out a seedling at the Davis reforestation center. 
Above: McMorrow, left, and Assistant Nursery Manager Maya Hotz, right, check on 
seedlings at the Davis reforestation center. Below, left: Assistant Nursery Manager 
Maya Hotz checks on a batch of Douglas fir seedlings in a nursery at the Lewis A. 
Moran Reforestation Center in Davis. Below, right: Burned and fallen trees leave 
a section of hillside bare near Pollock Pines in El Dorado County, last month. At 
bottom: White fir seedlings in a greenhouse at the Lewis A. Moran Reforestation 
Center in Davis a couple weeks ago.
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The rest of
Feliz

From page 1

The rest of
Survey From page 1

The rest of
WCA From page 3

LEGAL NOTICES
For Rent
Available July 1st. Office space in healing arts complex. 

Shared waiting room with access to larger community 
space. Off street parking, 
centrally located. All utilities 
included. $300/mo.  707-354-
2473

CLASSIFIEDS
RV/Trailer Space 

for Rent
Space for RV’s and Trailers 
– starts at $500 per month, 
includes water & garbage. 
Close to Safeway in Willits. 
Call Tony (707) 972-
4696. See at http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp

Brown Bag Lunch 
Program

Every Saturday at 1 
pm sack lunches are 
served by local churches, 
community organizations, 
and families at Bud Snider 
Park on East Commercial. 
Come at 1 pm to be 
assured a lunch!

Do you need food?
Willits Food Bank, 344 
Railroad Avenue, Willits, 
CA 95490. Open Wednes-
days & Fridays, 11 am 
to 4:30 pm. New Client 
Choice model where you 
select your own items. 
Bring shopping bags, 
Bring an I.D. Info: (707) 
459-3333

Veteran Handyman
Hire a Veteran for your 
handyman needs.  Elec-
trical   Changing light 
bulbs   Leaky toilets & 
sinks   Clogged drains  
 Odd jobs. Reasonable 
rates. Senior Discount. 
Call Tom (707) 841-8106

Yard Sale
Yard Sale at 555 Mill Street, 
Willits,  Saturday, August 8 
and Sunday, August 9 from 
9 am to 5 pm. Sports cards 
and other Sports memo-
rabilia, sports plates, and 
other collectibles. Acous-
tic and Electric Guitars, 
Amplifier, etc., computer 
desk, monitor, keyboards/ 
mouse/ webcam etc., 55 
gallon fish tank. Also adult 
and kids clothing, shoes/ 
boots/ sandals, some 
home items, free Christ-
mas items, and more…. 

Room for Rent
For rent master bedroom 
and bath. Private entrance, 
no shared space, includes 
refrigerator, utilities, 
internet, AC. 1 person 
50 or older. $800 month; 
rental referral required. 
805 259-9155.

Classified ads are just 
$15 for 30 words 
for two weeks.

LEGAL NOTICES
WW621 

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement 

2026-F021
The following person or 
persons are doing business as 
Mendo Motors Mobile 
Mechanic, 200 North 
Humboldt Street, Willits, CA 
95490; 707-641-7073. 
Registered owner:  James 
William Walker, 200 North 
Humboldt Street, Willits, CA 
95490.
This business is conducted 
by an individual. 
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
listed above on June 8, 2026. 

FBN statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk 
Recorder on June 8, 2026.
/s/ James William Walker
Publication Dates:  July 16, 
23, 30, August 6, 2026

WW623 

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement 

2026-F0271
The following person or 
persons are doing business as 
Al's Redwood Room, 207 
South Main Street, Willits, CA 
95490; 707-367-7594. 
Registered owners:  Sarah 
Mayfield and Corey Unangst, 
24292 Cypress Drive, Willits, 
CA 95490.
This business is conducted by 
a married couple. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name 
listed above on N/A. 
FBN statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk 
Recorder on July 24, 2026.
/s/ Sarah Mayfield
Publication Dates:  August 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2026

24900 N. HWY 101 
IN WILLITS 

Lic# 679517

707-459-5859

300 E. Commercial Street, Willits, CA 95490
www.sparetimesupply.com

Sparetime Supply
will be hosting a private event for

our wholesale customers
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12th through
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15th at NOON
at the RECREATION GROVE PARK
THIS EVENT IS CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

Entry to the park will not be 
permitted without prior authorization

208 E. San Francisco Ave 

just roughed out a piece of maple, made an urn, and gave 
it to the gentleman. He loved it, then another person asked 
me.

“There are three sizes. There’s the large size. There’s 
a mid-size, and then the keepsake. People mostly want 
the keepsake size. They spread the ashes, have a little bit 
left. A keepsake urn can be anywhere from 3 ounces to 62 
ounces. I put a polyurethane finish on the inside and the 
outside.” A sampling of Burton’s urns can be seen at the 
WCA show.

About his genre, Burton said: “Wood is really cool. You 
can give wood more than one life. A lot of people just use 
it to burn or use it as furniture. I have made a lot of things 
that people can use for a very long time, as long as you 
take care of it. I have a bowl that’s 20 years old, and it’s my 
favorite. I eat popcorn and salads out of it. You just have 
to take care of it.”

The show will run until August 29. The gallery is open at 71 
East Commercial Street, Fridays through Sundays, 11 am 
to 5 pm. For more info, visit https://willitscenterforthearts.
org/

Sunday morning showed 
the fire at 841 acres and 5% 
contained. 

The Sheriff’s Office 
officially downgraded 
the evacuation orders to 
warnings at 7:10 pm Sunday 
night. 

Shelters for people 
and animals – including a 
refuge for large animals 
at the Redwood Empire 
Fair grounds in Ukiah 
– were quickly set up. 
United Disaster Relief of 
Northern California in Ukiah 
welcomed fire evacuees 
and offered their services to 
those affected.

As Willits Weekly goes to 
press Tuesday afternoon, 
CAL FIRE reported the Feliz 
Fire at 60% containment, 
after having burned 872 
acres. Assigned resources 
on Tuesday afternoon, 
August 4, included 50 
fire engines, 15 water 
tenders, 22 hand crews, 
but 0 helicopters, with total 
personnel at 642. 

The response to the Feliz 
Fire included ground crews 
from all over Mendocino 
County and beyond, 
from CAL FIRE and local 
firefighting agencies, and 
also many firefighting 
aircraft. Watching the 
reports of evacuations and 
the Feliz Fire’s rapid growth, 
it was reassuring to watch 
www. f l igh t radar24.com 
– showing all the aircraft 
attacking the fire, with more 
“big guns” coming in from 
Sacramento and elsewhere 
to join in. 

Night operations 
continued Saturday night, 
with night-flying copters, 
including a Boeing CH-47 
Chinook helicopter that 
arrived at the Ukiah Airport 
that evening “to refuel in 
support of aerial firefighting 
efforts on the Feliz Fire near 
Hopland,” the City of Ukiah 
announced. 

“Providing fast, reliable 
fueling and ground support 
at Ukiah Regional Airport 
allows aircraft to complete 
quick turnarounds and return 
to the fire line with minimal 
delay,” the announcement 
stated. “Night operations on 
wildfires remain a relatively 
new and expanding 
capability in California’s 
aerial response system, 
and the City is proud to help 
enable them.”

On Sunday, August 2, 
members of a CAL FIRE 
crew from the Shasta-Trinity 
unit responding to the Feliz 
Fire got minor injuries after 
fire engine overturned on 
Feliz Creek Road, were 
treated at the hospital, and 
released. 

Here’s a CAL FIRE video 
showing fire crews working 
the Feliz Fire: https://
incidents.fire.ca.gov/media/
dekddet3/feliz-fire.mp4

At right, from top: A photo 
of the Feliz Fire posted by 
Caltrans District 1 just after 
5 pm on Saturday. The Feliz 
Fire burning east of Hopland 
posted by Caltrans District 
1 on Saturday afternoon. A 
visiting firefighting crew uses 
a hose on the Feliz Fire. Before 
heading back to the fireline, 
CAL FIRE crews fuel up with 
breakfast, pack lunches, and 
prepare for another long day of 
operations.

To take the survey, visit https://us.list-man-
age.com/17fq3DiNWFA?e=87141a6bf-
d&c2id=6a54dfbed8eaa23fc50f578587b-
7d58c

Willits Art Historian Gary Martin gave 
a presentation on public art in Willits and 
the new survey at the July 22 Willits City 
Council meeting. 

“Today I’m bringing you the state of 
the arts in Willits,” Martin started off. His 
presentation included some of the beautiful 
murals and other public art in Willits. 

“Public art plays a significant role in 
shaping the experience of both residents 
and visitors within a community,” Martin 
said. “For citizens, public art is more than 
a decoration. It is a reflection of local 
identity and values. Murals, sculptures, and 
installations transform everyday spaces, 
streets, and plazas and parks into areas 
that inspire and reflection, provoke thought, 

and foster a sense of pride. For citizens, 
public art is more than decoration. Like I 
said, by integrating art into public spaces, 
communities signal that creativity is valued 
and that the environment itself contributes 
to the quality of life.” 

And for visitors, Martin said, “public art 
serves as an accessible introduction to 
a community’s character. Unlike gallery 
or museum exhibitions, public art is 
freely available and immediate. It attracts 
attention, encourages exploration, and often 
becomes a focal point for cultural tourism. 
Through these visual interventions, tourists 
gain insight into the stories, traditions, and 
aspirations of the people who live there. 
Public art thus enhances both aesthetic 
appeal and interpretive depth.”

Mayor Tom Allman told Martin he 
appreciated his presentation, and “I really 
appreciate you not asking us for money 
because we’re still broke.”

“I know,” responded Martin. “I’m ready to 
go out there and, you know, get the money.”

These photos of beautiful bronze sculptures in children’s parks 
are used in the WCA survey asking the public for their input on 
which animal they’d like to see as a sculpture in Willits City Park: 
a pony, a pig, a goat, or a turtle. 

Photos courtesy WCA survey
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COUGAR’S CLOSET II
MINI-STORAGE

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

Lincoln Realty 
1661-A South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

12TH Month FREE!
WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

707-259-0159 or 707-459-4599

Skunk Train runs out of the Fort Bragg Depot now offer 
chef-crafted meals at Glen Blair Junction

Guests visiting the Skunk 
Train’s iconic Glen Blair Junction 
from the Fort Bragg Depot can 
now enjoy more than towering 
redwoods and scenic rail 
adventures. For the first time, 
the Skunk Train is serving freshly 
prepared chef-crafted meals, 
now available on select train and 
Railbike journeys departing from 
Fort Bragg.

The inaugural menu features 
California-inspired rice bowls 
with guests’ choice of freshly 
grilled steelhead, chicken, or 
plant-based tofu. The menu also 
includes kid-friendly selections for 
families. Each bowl showcases 
fresh ingredients, vibrant flavors, 
and locally inspired culinary 
influences.

Guests can conveniently 
preorder their meals online while 
purchasing tickets at SkunkTrain.
com and pick up their food when 
arriving at Glen Blair Junction. 
There will also be limited onsite 
ordering for guests, available 
while supplies last. Meal options 
will range in price from $15 to $25

The new dining experience 
debuted this month and is 
currently available for all 
departures to Glen Blair Junction 
during the following times:

• Friday nights
• Saturday days and nights, 

beginning at 11 am
• Sunday days, beginning at 11 

am
This includes meal service 

during several of guests’ 
favorite Skunk Train adventures, 
including Glen Blair Bar, 
Moonlight Railbikes to Glen Blair 
Bar, The Redwood – Presidential 
Class, Pudding Creek Express, 
Pudding Creek Railbikes, and 
Days of Steam.

Leading the new culinary 
experience is Food & Beverage 
Manager Shana Everhart, a chef 
and restaurateur with more than 
25 years of experience. Prior to 
joining the Skunk Train, Everhart 
that has led kitchens across the 
country, owned and operated 
her own restaurant, and most 
recently ran a successful catering 
and private chef business. In 
joining the Skunk Train, Everhart 
was inspired by the opportunity to 
create a dining experience unlike 
any other, serving restaurant-
quality meals in the heart of the 
redwood forest.

“We want every meal to 
become part of the adventure,” 
said Everhart. “Whether you’re 
arriving by train or Railbike, 
there’s something special about 
enjoying fresh, thoughtfully 
prepared food surrounded by 
towering redwoods. Our goal 
is to create meals that are as 
memorable as the journey itself.”

The opening menu is just the 
beginning. Over the next several 
months, the Skunk Train plans 
to broaden its culinary offerings 
with seasonal dishes, add new 
menu items, offer food options 
to support special events and 

weddings, and expand 
service to seven days 
per week.

“The Skunk Train 
has always been about 
creating unforgettable 
experiences that 
connect people with 
the beauty of the 
redwoods,” said 

Efstathios Pappas, General 
Manager of the Skunk Train. 
“Adding hot, delicious culinary 
options dials up the experience. 
Guests can now enjoy an 
exceptional meal in one of the 
most beautiful outdoor settings 
in California, making their visit an 
experience they’ll remember long 
after the journey ends.”

Preparing fresh food at Glen 
Blair Junction – where there 
is no power or water service – 
presented a significant logistical 
challenge. To tackle this, the 
Skunk Train team converted a 
historic boxcar into a commercial-
grade kitchen that provides 
its own water and electricity. 
Nicknamed the “Whizzle Stop,” 
the adaptive reuse project allows 
chefs to prepare fresh meals 
onsite while preserving another 
piece of the railroad’s rich history.

The project continues the 
Skunk Train’s tradition of giving 
historic railcars new purpose, 
demonstrating how preservation 
and innovation can work hand-in-
hand to create memorable guest 
experiences while celebrating the 
railroad’s heritage.

For more information, tickets, 
or to order a California Rice Bowl, 
visit www.skunktrain.com.
California Western Railroad 
/ Skunk Train is a Class III 
common carrier public utility 
railroad located in the redwood 
forests of Northern California’s 
Mendocino County. This heritage 
freight railroad began operating 
in 1885 to support the Mendocino 
Coast’s redwood logging and 
lumber industry. The railroad 
added its first passenger service 
in 1904 and was affectionately 
nicknamed the “Skunk Train” in 
1925. For more information, visit 
www.skunktrain.com or call (707) 
964-6371. 

Veterans Monument in Point Arena on 
track for November 11 opening

Submitted by Dennis Miner, Willits
Construction is nearly complete for the Northern California Coastal 

Veterans Monument, located near the entrance to the Point Arena 
Lighthouse. The initial foundation was poured last fall. The six basalt 
columns with the symbols representing the branches of the U.S. military 
were installed in April. Concrete work was completed in July and is now 
curing for 30 days, and then final finish work begins. The project is on 
track for a grand opening and dedication ceremony on Veterans Day, 
November 11, 2026.

The Northen California Coastal Veterans Monument will be a powerful, 
eternal, peaceful tribute to our nation’s veterans.

It’s not too late to add a lasting engraved tribute by adding the name of 
any veteran to the granite slabs (with a donation of $1,000 a name). Go to 
the following site to register and fill out the form and to learn more about 
the memorial:  https://norcalcoastvetsmonument.org/

“Willits American Legion Post No. 174  is proud to see the Northern 
California Coastal Veterans Monument taking shape in Point Arena,” 
Willits Post 174 said in a statement. “We know what it means to have a 
permanent place to remember those who served, and we acknowledge 
Point Arena for giving the coast a memorial its veterans have long 
deserved.”

According to the website, the concept for the monument is six massive, 
5-ton natural basalt columns each 10 feet tall. The columns will be 
connected by stone bench seating and a granite pediment with pebble 
and cobblestone floor accents. The columns will surround a 7-ton circular 
granite table topped by honey calcite stone carved to simulate an eternal 
flame. Within the monument will be two military decorations, the National 
Defense Service medal and the Purple Heart. An outer ring of mica schist 
flagstone will encompass the basalt columns, defining the monument 
footprint and providing viewing access to the names of honored service 
members.
Above: An image of the completed Northern California Coastal Veterans 
Monument, planned to be ready for a grand opening and dedication ceremony 
on Veterans Day this year. Below: Willits veteran Dennis Miller’s engraved name, 
which he’s made part of the Northern California Coastal Veterans Monument. 

Image courtesy Coastal Veterans Monument

At left and below: California-inspired rice bowls 
are featured on the Skunk Train’s inaugural 
menu, with freshly grilled steelhead, chicken or 
tofu, with kid-friendly selections available too.



April Villegas, 16, with Honey TeapotAngelina Leyva, 17, with BenitoAlissa Randrup, 14, with RositaAlieah Barragan, 16, with GrantAliciana Davila, 15 with Tow Truck

Cameron Lindsey, 15, with JuneCailin Kelsay, 14, with ThorCaden Kelsay, 15, with ViennaBayleigh Maughs, 15, with AceArabella Mondo, 16, with Kim K

Davin Swensen, 15, with TankDanielle Estrada, 18, with Black JackDana Arkelian, 14, with Cash MoneyCourtney Grooms, 15, with DarlaCole Simpson, 15, with Theodore

Kaydance Lopez, 15, with TurboIvan Estrada, 17, with DaisyEmma Hulsey, 16, with CharlotteEmma DeFranco, 14, with ElvisElla Randrup, 14, with Stacy

Orion Novoa, 15, with CupcakeMia Chavez, 16, with Toby KeithMarcos Davila, 17, with MoolahMalayna Lavenduskey, 17, with DollyMadison Lawrence, 15, with Dolly

Tessa Simpson, 17, with EarlTessa Klee, 14, with PrincessSophie Chavez, 14, with GabriellaSavana Hoaglen, 18, with  Oakley MaePeyton Shull, 14, with Rio

Zoeanna Gallups, 17, with AppyWyatt Klee, 17, with Tiger

Willits FFA is off to the Fair!
Willits FFA members smile with their market animals which will be sold 

at the Junior Livestock Auction at 10 am on Saturday, August 8 at the Redwood Empire Fair
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Wyatt Escobedo, 15, with KFC and PopeyeWade Hosford, 12, with PepperTrenton O’Farrell, 11, with Fancy

Tinley Logan, 14, with SnickerdoodlesThomas Gallups 3, 12, with ConradSterling Scott, 16, with YankeeSaoirse Scott, 10, with Lucky and StarRheagan O’Farrell, 10, with DotMaycee DeFranco, 12, with WoodyMalia Niesen, 10, with PuaMakayla Brinkerhoff, 12, with Curly

Macy Lawrence, 11, with LamboLeighton Rose Tolman, 10, with PepperKyla Duncan, 12, with PigalettaJustin Rountree, 13, with Black BeardJoe Arkelian, 12, with BuddyJace Nunnemaker, 11, with ChubsIziah Folsom, 14, with AlfredEva Pinon, 11, with Black Jack

Daniel Hosford, 11, with DaisyClayton Lawson, 9, with Hank
Cheyenne Newell, 12, with Poncho, Lefty, and 

Luchenbach TexasCharlie Leek, 10, with Tootsie RollBrooklynn Potter, 9, with Junior

Willits 4-H Club Reporter 
Brian Spackman, 14, with Bubbles

Bailey Baker, 12, with AmericaAliyah Duley, 13, with Chicken Nugget 1 & 2Alayna Folsom, 13, with Armin

Willits 4-H Club Sergeant at Arms 
Richard “Champ” Bolton, 13, with Brown-Knee “Brownie” 

Willits 4-H Club 1st Vice President 
Landyn Martin Lundgren, 14, will take Harry and Lloyd

Willits 4-H Club 2nd Vice President  
Grady Fonsen, 14, with Starshine

Willits 4-H Club Historian 
Aybrie Whitehurst, 13, with Millie

Willits 4-H Club President 
Arya Allenbrand Sizemore, 14, with Gerald

Willits 4-H Club Treasurer  
Kelsey Escobedo, 12, with George

Willits 4-H Club Quartermaster 
Charlie Pinon, 11, with Noodles

Ever thought about being 
 a Junior Livestock 

Auction buyer?
Posted by Carrie Lambert, REF

We’ve challenged every one of our 
Redwood Empire Fair Junior Livestock 
Auction families to bring ONE NEW BUYER 
to the 2026 sale – and that new buyer 
could be YOU! The 2026 Redwood Empire 
Fair Junior Livestock Auction takes place 
Saturday, August 8, at 10 am. 

Never bought at a junior livestock auction 
before? Here’s why it’s easier (and more 
rewarding) than you think:

• Your purchase directly supports local 
youth. Every animal in the sale ring was 
raised by a Mendocino County 4-H or FFA 
member – your bid funds their savings, 
education, and future projects.

• You don’t have to buy alone. Split a 
purchase with family, friends, or coworkers 
and share the cost – and the meat!

• Custom cut and wrap. You choose 
exactly how you want your meat — cuts, 
sizes, packaging, all tailored to your family.

• Beef jerky and smoked pork sausage 
options, too!

Fill your freezer with locally raised meat, 
and invest in a young person’s future while 
you’re at it. There’s no better way to buy.

Want to learn more or to register as a 
buyer? Ask any exhibitor family, they’d love 
to show you the ropes, or reach out to us 
directly at the Redwood Empire Fair office: 
707-462-3884 or info@redwoodempirefair.
com  See you at the fair! 

Willits 4-H is off to the fair!
Willits 4-H members smile with their market animals which will be sold at the Junior Livestock Auction 

 at 10 am on Saturday, August 8 at the Redwood Empire Fair

Raising local livestock teaches responsibility, finances, and compassion, 
all while shining a light on where our food comes from and the circle of life. 

Treating the animals well who provide us food, is an important lesson learned.

Many exhibitors raise an animal for the fair as a summer job, and use the 
proceeds for schooling, vehicles, or even putting funds back into building their 

own herd, improving bloodlines, updating fencing, or paying off feed bills!

At left, top: Annette 
Pinon, left, and her 
daughter, Mattie 
Owen of Flowers 
by Annette, show 
off the beautiful 
flowers they 
provided for the 
winning bidders 
at the 2025 Junior 
Livestock Auction. 
At left, below: 
The spotters do 
an amazing job of 
finding the bidders 
in the dense crowd. 
At right, top: 
Chuck Persico 
took the place of 
his brother, Lee, 
as a spotter in last 
year’s auction. 
The 2025 auction 
was run by Joe 
Stephanoni, Rex 
Williams and Drew 
McElfresh.

Photos by  
Mathew Caine
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Submitted by Willits 4-H
The officers from the Willits 4-H Club 

recently presented to the Willits Rotary Club 
at their weekly lunch at the Senior Center. 
Officers discussed their club’s contributions 
to the community and activities this year. 
They invited Rotary members to visit the 
fair to see their culminating projects in the 
Juniors Arts Building and Animal Projects. 
They also invited them to the Livestock 
Auction on August 8, 2026 at 10 am.

4-H is a youth-run organization supported 
by adult volunteers. We have 13 leaders 
who have worked tirelessly in supporting 
our youth to prepare for the upcoming 
Redwood Empire Fair: Ellen Bartholomew, 
Dairy Cow Group; Maddie Noel, Horse 
and Beef Groups; Annette Pinon and 
Lisa Burgess, Floral Group; Freyja Scott 
and Mary Fonsen, Poultry Group; Kathy 
Lundgren, Arts and Crafts and Sewing 
Groups; Lilah Schmid, Sheep Group; 
Morgan Riley, Goat Group; Melissa Arana, 
Baking Group; Kara Garmen, Canning 
Group, Courtney Figg-Hoblyn, Nigerian 
and Pigmy, and Primary Groups; and Mary 
Colvig, Community Leader and Leadership 
Group. Our youth members have grown 
and matured so much with the support of 
these important volunteers and community 
members. 

In the spirit of the youth-led aspect of 
4-H, below are the speeches our Club 
President and Club Historian gave at the 
Willits Rotary Lunch. Their voices capture 
the highlights of our club and our invite to 
our Willits community to come and support 
our members at the Fair. 

Arya Allenbrand Sizemore,  
Club President:

“Good afternoon everyone, my name 
is Arya Allenbrand Sizemore, and I am 
honored to serve as the Willits 4-H Club’s 
President. I am 14 years old, and I have 
been a member of the Willits 4-H Club 
for nine years. This year I am going to 
be showing a registered spot market hog 
named Gerald at the Redwood Empire 
Fair. Willits 4-H is such an amazing group 
of young individuals. We have done a 
number of fun activities and volunteer 
work where we make lifelong friendships 
and memories. This year I am proud to 
say our youth members have participated 
in our local Wreaths Across America, Toys 
for Tots, Canned Food Drive, Hometown 
Celebration, Claws for Cause, Light 

Up The Park, and some of our group 
participated in the 4-H Presentation 
Day. Our club represents more than just 
showing an animal at the Redwood Empire 
Fair. It represents a sense of community, 
belonging, support, and friendship. Every 
single person in the Willits 4-H Club is a 
friendly face, and I am honored to belong 
to and be the president of such a wonderful 
group and community.”

Aybrie Whitehurst,  
Club Historian:

“Hi, my name is Aybrie Whitehurst. I am 
13 years old and this is my fourth year in 
the Willits 4-H group and my first year in the 
Leadership group, which is who we have 
here today. I’m in the swine group, canning 
group, and baking group.

Today I’m going to be speaking about 
Leadership, the swine group, and 
Presentation Day. Leadership is a small 
group of 4-H members who are responsible 
for organizing and operating monthly 
meetings as well as deciding which events 
we participate in and how we spend our 
funds.

This year four members of our officer team 
participated in the County Presentation 
Day. Charlie Pinon received a blue at the 
county level. Champ, Arya and I received 
gold. Arya and I went on to participate in 
the regional and state competitions earning 
a gold at both for our presentation on “How 
to Select a Market Hog.”

The swine group is one of many 
groups offered in the Willits 4-H and gives 
members the opportunity to participate 
in the Junior Livestock Auction. Members 
raise a market hog for roughly four to five 
months, and then show and sell that hog at 
the Fair. Members can also participate by 
exhibiting breeding stock as well. This year 
our swine group has 17 market hogs going 
to the fair, as well as eight breeding gilts. 
We kicked off the year with a fun Holiday 
Wreath Making event and are wrapping 
up our year on Saturday, August 8 at the 
Junior Livestock Auction.

For anyone who is interested in 
supporting our local 4-H members, but 
doesn’t want to purchase a market animal, 
there is an option to make an add-on at the 
conclusion of the auction. Additionally, if 
you cannot make it and would like to bid 
on an animal, arrangements can be made 
ahead of time with the Fair Office.

Willits 4-H 
visits Willits Rotary

Above: 4-H officers who attended the lunch at Willits Rotary, including, from left: Arya Allenbrand, 
President; Grady Fonsen, 2nd Vice President; Landyn Martin Lundgren, 1st Vice President; Richard 
“Champ” Bolton, Sergeant at Arms; Kelsey Escobedo, Treasurer; Charlie Pinon, Quarter Master; 
Clove Leaf, Primary member Sarah Fonsen; and Aybrie Whitehurst, Historian. Not pictured: Brian 
Spackman, Reporter; and Maddison Lawrence, Secretary.

Below: 4-H Leader Mary Colvig, left, stands with 4-Hers as they present to Rotary, including, from 
left: Arya Allenbrand Sizemore, Grady Fonsen, Landyn Martin Lundgren, Richard “Champ” Bolton, 
Kelsey Escobedo, Charlie Pinon, and Aybrie Whitehurst. 
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