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Filing
period

for local
elections opens

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Thinking about making
your voice heard by
running for a local board
or council? The filing
period for candidates for
the November 3, 2026
elections opened July 13
and will continue through
August 7, with an extension
untl  August 12, if an
incumbent doesn't file.

Willits  City  Council
will have two seats up
for election in November
2026, the seats currently
held by Councilmember

Larry  Stranske  and
Read the rest of. .
Filing

Over on Page 9

Local fire
chiefs ready
to deploy — on
mutual aid

or at home

Submitted by Mendocino
County Fire Safe Council

Strike team season is just
around the corner, when
firefighters in small local
departments get ready to
deploy around the state.
Andres Avila, Chief of
the Anderson Valley Fire
Department, compares the
season to a rapidly heating
pot of popcorn.

In late June, he noted,
“We're starting to get little
fires, but as we go into
July, it'll be everywhere.
We'll have fires popping all
over the state.” If he gets
the call, Avila may send
three or four firefighters
and an engine anywhere
in California. But he can
also expect to welcome

Read the rest of I

Ready

Over on Page 9

CAL FIRE
announces
$10 million for
Tribal-led fire,

forest projects

Submitted by CAL FIRE
HQ

Sacramento - the
California  Department  of
Forestry and Fire Protection
is announcing the opening
of a $10 million Tribal
Wildfire Resilience Grant
solicitation. These grants
will  support  California
Native American  tribes
in  managing  ancestral
lands, implementing and
promoting Traditional
Ecological Knowledge for
wildfire  resilience, and
creating wildfire  safety
projects for Tribal and non-
Tribal communities.

Funded through
Proposition 4 (California
Climate  Bond),  Tribal
Wildfire Resilience Grants
fund projects in cultural

Read the rest of.
Projects

Over on Page 4
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Thursday, July 16, 2026

Above, from left: Soon, my pretty, this tomato flower will turn into something to enjoy with basil and mozzarella. This mullein bud is
going to pop open with pretty flowers. Nasturtium are popping up in several colors, including this butter yellow version. This dreamy
double-ruffle hollyhock looks beautiful in the haze of the setting sun. Below: A neon pink-and-orange variety of snapdragon crowds in
for some support on this tomato cage which has the biggest tomato in the garden thus far this summer.

Photos by Maureen Jennison

Above, from left: Despite being massacred by a deer attack several months ago, this little pear tomato is recovered and making some
pretty cute little tomato babies. This pale pink hollyhock suns its face in the morning sun. Blackberries are starting to darken. Zucchini
are starting to come in, also, and are quickly being turned into their highest and best use: Zucchini fritters.

Gorgeous Garden

Proof that sometimes, creative cropping and attention to detail does indeed make what you think might be a struggling
garden look pretty darn good and productive, yay! What are you growing in this year’s garden? Send us some photos and
captions to willitsweekly@gmail.com and we will try and showcase some in an upcoming edition of our paper!

- Maureen Jennison

Above, from left: Chamomile blooms will become
tea. This calendula bloom has a red tint. Marigolds
regenerate well with deadheading. This electric
pink zinnia is showy in the green surround. At left:
Sugar snap peas are almost ready to harvest. At
right: The much-sought-after Indigo Rose tomato
is growing well this year - still have to wait for
those bottoms to get red! Below, from left: This

variety of yarrow, still growing from last year, has
white and pink blooms. When you bump this garlic
flower, the garden takes on the smell of garlic
bread and it's amazing. The one-and-only stalk of
this pink-and-white snapdragon grew 5 feet tall,

it was crazy. A very happy bush of feverfew was
covered in tiny daisy blossoms.
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Supes move

forward
with sales tax
ballot measure

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The Mendocino County
Board of Supervisors voted
unanimously on July 7 to
move forward with putting
a 1 percent transportation
sales tax on the ballot for
the November 3, 2026
election.

The vote was 4-0,
considered “unanimous” as
Supervisor Madeline Cline
was absent. Supervisor Ted
Williams and Supervisor
Maureen Mulheren both
said they needed more
information about the sales
tax to answer questions
from their constituents.

Read the rest of
Supes
Over on Page 9

MCSO
investigating
homicide at
illegal grow

By Captain Quincy
Cromer for MCSO

July 11-0n July 9, 2026
at approximately 8:58 pm,
the Mendocino County
Sheriff's  Office received
a 911 call from a female
advising she located her
family member deceased
in a rural area outside of
Covelo.

The 911 caller stated
their  deceased family
member was located inside
a vehicle in the 22000
block of Rifle Range Road
northwest of Covelo.

Mendocino County
Sheriff's  Office deputies
were in Covelo at the time
the call was received,
and  responded  with
their emergency lights
and sirens to the scene.

Read the rest of .
Homicide

Over on Page 9

'Running
to Win':
Candidate
training in
Willits
The Mendocino
Women’s Political Coalition
is presenting a two-
part Campaign Training,
‘Running to  Win,” on
Saturday, July 18 and

Saturday, July 25 from 10
am to 2 pm, at the Willits
Environmental Center 630
South Main Street.

This MWPC candidate
training is  designed
for anyone thinking of
running for office and
those planning to assist
candidates, campaign
staff, and volunteers. This
session will be addressing
a set of issues and skill-
building. This training is
open to everyone. “You or
anyone you know who may
be considering a first run

Read the rest qf .
Training
Over on Page 9



What
do YOU
think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank
you letters from our readers

Happy Postcrossing
To the Editor:

I'm a mail geek: the kind that loves postage stamps, has
pen pals, and does mail art. This spring | saw something
really interesting in my annual philatelic catalog (mail
geeks get very excited about this catalog). It was about
a new, triangular-shaped stamp for something called
Postcrossing, an international postcard exchange that is
celebrating its 21st year. | immediately looked it up and
joined this global community after checking out the site.

Postcrossing is free to join. Its purpose is to connect random
people around the world in a positive, friendly way. And
it's fun! This week | got a postcard from a retired railway
engineer that lives in Vitebsk, Belarus, the birthplace of
painter Marc Chagall, and | sent a postcard to a young
graphic designer in Barcelona, Spain, that has two black
cats and dreams of becoming a librarian.

If this sounds like something you would enjoy participating
in, you can check it out at postcrossing.com. People of all
ages can learn about our world and the people in it, and be
low-key ambassadors for peace at the same time. We're
just humans being human, saying a little something about
ourselves or our little corner of the world. Lovers of snail
mail, you are welcome to join us.

Happy Postcrossing to you!

Cheryl Jordan, Willits

Senior Center menu

for the week

Willits Senior Center is serving lunch in its
indoor dining room, Monday through Friday,
from 11:45 am to 1 pm. To-go lunches are
available from 12 to 12:45 pm, in front of
the main desk, 1501 Baechtel Road. Due to
increasing food costs, dine-in and to-go meals
are now $9.

Thursday, July 16: Ground Beef Stroganoff
Friday, July 17: Chicken Tacos

Monday, July 20: Tuna Salad Sandwich
Tuesday, July 21: Taco Salad

Wednesday, July 22: Chicken Bacon Ranch

Tour of Willits Bypass
Mitigation Lands, July 18

Posted by Resource Conservation District

Have you come on one of our free tours of the Willits
Bypass Mitigation Lands? Your next opportunity will be
Saturday, July 18, 2026, from 8:30 am to 1 pm. Group size
is limited, please RSVP if you would like to come!

Join us to appreciate a summer morning at the Willits
Bypass Mitigation Lands. After a brief orientation and
bathroom stop at the Mendocino County Museum, we will
caravan just north of Willits for a three-mile walk along
Mill Creek. In addition to watching birds wrapping up their
nesting seasons, we are likely to see butterflies and other
pollinators visiting late-blooming flowers.

Participants will have the opportunity to explore a forest of

Wrap ash trees that spends most of the year inundated with water.

Thursday, July 23: Pulled Pork Sandwich
Friday, July 24: Pepperoni Sausage Stromboli

Activities: Bingo on Friday nights, 5 to 7 pm.
Exercise class weekday mornings from 9 to 10
am.

Meals on Wheels: The Senior Center Meals
on Wheels program delivers lunch Monday
through Friday, excepting holidays. To sign
up call Joliana at 459-6826, who can help fill
out the application form. Call 459-6826 the
day before needed to schedule home meal
delivery. Delivered throughout Willits.

Transportation for seniors: Call 459-5556
to schedule. Pick up and drop off for grocery
shopping, banking, doctors’ appointments.
Senior Center Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need of volunteers
to help with the many activities here at the
center, including volunteer Meals on Wheels
drivers. “Volunteers are one-third of our
workforce, which allows us to offer many
services to our members and community.” To
learn more about volunteering: 459-6826.

Reserve your spot by emailing amyw@mcrcd.org or
texting (369) 216 9990. You can also direct message on ig/
fb to RSVP.

: Saturday
July 18, 2026"
8:30am=1pm" ~

Above, from left: Julia Jaye Sotomayor is the co-founder and president of the
Willits Gem & Mineral Society. Misty Sutton, standing, of Geodes and Gems,
shared a booth with Annie Waters, who shows her jewelry at Sutton’s store.
Shannon Cook of Cook’s Crystals and Creations holds a sample of botryoidal
malachite. Carrie Fox’s Metals by Nature jewelry can be found at many craft fairs
in Willits. At left: The Gem & Mineral Show had a steady flow of browsers and
customers throughout the two-day show. Below: A selection of Lapis lazuli beads
in various sizes and shapes.

Rock Show

Willits Gem & Mineral Society hosts 1st annual
exhibition at Community Center

Arson Hotline:

1-800-468-4408

Posted by CAL FIRE

A wildfire scene can tell investigators where a fire
started. The public can help identify who started it.

CAL FIRE law enforcement officers have made 61
arson arrests across California so far this year. If you
have information about a suspected arson-caused
fire, call the CAL FIRE Arson Hotline at 1-800-468-
4408. Tips can be made anonymously.

Details matter; vehicle descriptions, license
plates, locations and direction of travel can all
help investigators. Arson puts lives, homes and
communities at risk. Report suspicious activity.

J.=, o, i .3, 4
WILDLAND ARSON RESPONSE

YOU CAN HELP STOP ARSON
GIVE YOUR
FIRE DEPARTMENT A CLUE
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Watch out for CalFresh scam
Submitted by Mendocino County  unexpected text message, email, or ~ Services to report this incident.

Social Services phone call.

Our office has been notified of

To learn how to protect your EBT

* The only time you should provide  benefits and recognize common
a local scam targeting CalFresh your EBT card number is when you scams, visit:

https://www.cdss.

recipients. A customer recently directly call our office or the EBT  ca.gov/ebt-safety

received a text message claiming Customer Service number printed
to be from our office and was on the back of your EBT card for

instructed to change their EBT PIN.  assistance.
Unfortunately, this was a scam, and

their CalFresh benefits were stolen.
Please remember: respond.

* Never provide your EBT card

If you believe your EBT benefits
have been stolen or have concerns
about your account, call the EBT

* If you receive a suspicious Cystomer Service number on the
message, do not click any links or  pack of your card or contact our

office at (707) 463-7700 Ukiah,

Our office is working with the (707) 962-1000 Fort Bragg, and

number or PIN in response to an California Department of Social notify local law enforcement.

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication
from any one writer to once every four weeks.

and phone number, although only the author's name and city of

Thursday edition. No letters from an anonymous source will be
published, although a request to withhold the writer's name will be
considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address

residence will be published. Deadline is end of day Monday for each

Willits Weekly is a locally owned independent newspaper,
founded in 2013, covering the greater Willits area.

Volume 14, Number 647
3,500 - 4,000 copies printed by Western Web on Thursdays

P.O. Box 1698 Willits, CA 95480 / T07-453-2633; T07-972-7047
willitsweekly@gmail.com / www willitsweekly.com

Jennifer Poole, publisher and editor /
willitsweekly@gmail.com [ 7TO7-459-2633

Maureen (Moore) Jennison, art direclor and photographress /
willitsweekly@gmail.com § FOT7-972-7047

Mathew Caine, photographer / features writer

Barbara O'Reardon, Brooktrails reporter

Addison Alvarade, school board reporter

Danya Davis, Police Log

April Tweddall, ad salas [ 707- 87 2-2475 [ willitsweakly@gmail.com

Ad inquiries: call 707-972-7047

or email willitsweekly@gmail.com

PG&E warns about increasing utility scams

Submitted by PG&E North Coast

So far this year, monetary losses from scams
impacting Pacific Gas and Electric Company customers
are on track to outpace 2025, with customers losing over
$211,000 through mid-year. Scam reports have been
filed across the North Coast and in Solano County, with
Sonoma and Solano counties seeing the highest number
of reported cases so far this year. Here’s a county-by-
county breakdown — figures below reflect scams reported
to PG&E and likely represent only a portion of actual
activity, as many incidents go unreported.

* Solano County: 102 customers

+ Sonoma County: 144 customers
* Marin County: 58 customers

* Humboldt County: 22 customers
* Lake County: 8 customers

* Mendocino County: 8 customers
* Napa County: 21 customers

To help customers spot the signs of a scam and avoid
falling victim, PG&E is sharing important tips and is
warning customers of an emerging scam that may be
playing a part in that surge.

The most common scam continues to involve
scammers placing a phone call to PG&E customers with
a demand forimmediate payment to avoid disconnection.
A new wrinkle on that scam has emerged in 2026, where
scammers call customers to threaten disconnection, and
then send them either a barcode or QR code via text
or email. The customer is then instructed to take the
barcode or QR code to a store or business to present to
a cashier to make payment.

“Scammers are constantly evolving their tactics to
defraud customers, and the latest ‘barcode scam’ is a
prime example of that. What hasn’t changed is that they
are still demanding immediate payment of your bill to
avoid disconnection. If you receive a call of this nature,
hang up. If someone at your door asks to see your utility
bill, close the door. Then, call our 800 number or log into
your account at PGE.com to verify your billing details,”
said PG&E lead scam investigator Matt Foley.

“Remember, PG&E will never ask you for financial
information over the phone or for payment via bar code,
QR code or pre-paid debit cards or money transfer
services like Zelle, and we won't ask to see your bill at
your door,” he said.

In 2025, PG&E received nearly 24,000 reports
from customers who were targeted by scammers
impersonating PG&E and who lost over $301,000 in
fraudulent payments with an average loss of $590.

By mid-year 2026, customers have already reported
over $211,000 in losses to utility scammers, representing
an estimated nearly 30% increase in financial losses by
year’s end, with an average loss of $969.

Unfortunately, that number is likely just the tip of the
iceberg for overall scams, as many go unreported.

Small- and medium-sized businesses are also a target,
and scammers focus their efforts during busy business
hours, preying on business owners’ sense of urgency to
keep the doors open and the lights on. In 2026, in less
than half a year, PG&E has received nearly 656 reports
of scam attempts targeting business customers. That's
on pace to easily surpass 2025, which saw 846 reports
of scammers targeting businesses.

Signs of a potential scam:

* Threat to disconnect: Scammers may aggressively
demand immediate payment for an alleged past due bill.

* Asking to see your bill: If someone comes to your
home and asks to see your bill, they are not with PG&E.

* Request for immediate payment via prepaid debit
card or money transfer service: Scammers may instruct
the customer to purchase a prepaid debit card, then call
them back supposedly to make a bill payment, or they
may ask for payment via a money transfer service like
Zelle.

* Refund or rebate offers: Scammers may say that your
utility company overbilled you and owes you a refund, or
that you are entitled to a rebate, and then ask you for
your banking information.

How customers can protect themselves: Customers
should never purchase a prepaid card to avoid service
disconnection or shutoff. PG&E does not specify how
customers should make a bill payment and offers a
variety of ways to pay a bill, including accepting payments
online, by phone, automatic bank draft, mail or in person.

If a scammer threatens immediate disconnection or
shutoff of service without prior notification, customers
should hang up the phone, delete the email, or shut the
door. Customers with delinquent accounts receive an
advance disconnection notification, typically by mail and
included with their regular monthly bill.

If someone comes to your door claiming to be with
PG&E, customers should know that PG&E personnel
carry identification and are always prepared to show it
upon request. If a customer still has doubts, they can
call 800-743-5000 to confirm whether an individual is
there on official company business. And remember, if
someone asks to see your bill, they are not with PG&E
and you should close the door.

As a reminder, PG&E will never send a single
notification to a customer within one hour of a service
interruption, and we will never ask customers to make
payments with a pre-paid debit card, gift card, any form
of cryptocurrency, or third-party digital payment mobile
applications like Zelle or Venmo.

Read the rest of

SC&IIISI Over on page 4
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Gotta love it when a plan comes
together. The Willits Gem & Mineral
Society, started about four years ago by
Julia Jaye Sotomayor and Chuck Cully,

. has thrived, with 30
Pii%?vmrcame or so members who
willitsweekly@gmail.com r99U|ar|y attend the
monthly meetings on
the third Monday of the month. They have,
through diligent efforts, secured a place
where they can set up a workshop and hold
classes, with the necessary equipment.
And just last Saturday and Sunday, they
hosted the 1st annual Gem Show at the
Willits Community Center. The exhibition
was well-attended, and was a good time for
the vendors, too.

“We have around 16 vendors for our
first show,” said Sotomayor, president
of the club. “We have jewelers, lapidary
artists, turquoise miners who have mined
Arizona and Nevada and all over California.
We found the vendors, and they found
us through networking within the rock
community. There’s a big rock community.
We all like to hang out and look at rocks.
We all talk and have the same friends.

The show featured quite a few jewelry
vendors, from local businesses as well as
people from out of town.

Misty Sutton, owner of Geodes and Gems
in Willits, shared a booth at the Gem Show
with local jeweler Annie Waters. “| brought
some metaphysical items ... selenite and
some books and oracle cards, a crystal
grid,” Sutton said. “I sell Annie’s beautiful
jewelry in the store. She brought some
of her vintage cabochons. [cut, rounded,
and set gems and stones]. They call them
‘cabs.”

Carrie Fox, who makes jewelry along
with metaphysical statements for each
piece, is a veteran of many of the local
Willits craft fairs. She calls her business,
Metals by Nature. “l just put meanings
towards everything that | create. | research
the stones and what the stone’s meaning
is,” she said.

Ahmed of Royal Gemis from Sacramento.
“All natural, natural beauty,” he describes
the stones he sells. “My favorite stone is
lapis. It has a nice color blue,” he said.

Sotomayor’s nephew Colton had his own
table where he was selling a small quantity
of beautiful gems and stones. His favorites
are azurite and malachite. Lady Luck
Consolidated Mining Company has their
mine in Tonopah, Nevada. They go there to
dig when the weather is nice.

The Gem Show featured a vast
array of gems and minerals, along with
knowledgeable rock enthusiasts. The
show also included educational displays
and a presentation on local geology by
club member Elias, and a presentation
on crystal healing by Sutton from Geodes
and Gems. Attendees won hourly raffles
including rocks, crystals, and jewelry.

Much education and many discussions
took place throughout the two days. In
addition, Kemmy’s Pies had a small booth,
to the delight of the attendees.

The Willits Gem & Mineral Society is in
its fourth year now, and is a member of
the California Federation of Mineralogical
Societies.

“We're actually getting ready to open
our lapidary shop,” Sotomayor said. “We
finally got all the equipment installed....
We're just putting in the final touches. We'll
be teaching rock cutting, silversmithing,
and polishing. We look forward to hosting
classes for kids to learn how to polish, as
well as just open classes for the community.
There will be membership dues. You can
sign up for a year or you can just pay for
a day use. There will be roughly 10 people
per class, so they will be smaller classes
so we can stay hands-on for safety and to
make sure everybody is getting attention.

“We’re waiting on our delivery of our big
slab saw. If you have a big rock, and you're
wondering what's inside, we'll be able to cut
it open for you. We'll be able to cut around
12 inches.”

Throughout the two-day Gem Show,
there was a stream of interested attendees
who wanted to see the vast array of stones,
rocks, and gems on display and for sale, as
well as the hand-crafted jewelry. Sotomayor
is pretty sure there will be a second gem
show next year, and hopes that it can
grow into a local event that will draw more
visitors to Willits.

Above: Wes and Jill
Baker of the Lady
Luck Consolidated
Mining Company
show their wares
to a prospective
customer. At left:
This quartz with
epidote came from
Si Chuan, China.
Below, left: This
display showed
polished lapis lazuli
in various sizes for
sale. Below, right:
Helping with her
daughter Jolene
Coon’s jewelry
business, JC
Designs, is a labor
of love for Coon’s
mother.
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277 N. Lenore Ave. WILLITS, CA
24-HOUR RADIO DISPATCHED TOWING

WE HAVE YOUR ESSENTIALS

NUTRIENT-PACKED COMPOST,
PLANTER MIXES & CUSTOM BLENDS
MADE IN UKIAH, CA

(707) 459-6791

208 E. San Francisco Ave.
sparetimegardencenter.com

8 BOXES - PACKING TAPE - BUBBLE WRAP - TWINE & MORE!

‘ﬂitt fimsa)
CLOSE REDUCE
Wl Msgr\qléy ENVIRONMENTAL GM%%\QI
LOOP IMPACT

coldcreekcompost.com
(707) 485-5966
fB @CoIdCreekCompost

: RECYCLING
STORE HOURS ORGANICS
Mon - Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 9am-5pm

SINCE 1995
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Willits Weekly’s

Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW TO
SUDOKU

Sudoku
formatted as a 9x9 grid,

boxes. To solve a sudoku,

must fill each row, column

and box.
can appear only once in

each row, column and

numeric  clues

more numbers you name,

puzzles are
broken down into nine 3x3
the numbers 1 through 9
Each number
box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers
will appear by using the
already

provided in the boxes. The

the easier it gets to solve

the puzzle!
WELLNESS VWORD EARCH
Y I M L B R EATWHTETDUV Y HXUHNTCG
A M N OTITAIRUDTYHA AGTFTULTGUHNYB
H EALTINTGMWTENUT RTITTIUONTUHTD
Y B X F S B REU BMUTLSD BNTUEF
R AAF SIBAXWMMMTET DTITA ATTITGON
D NDL B CASETZ RTENTITYHWTITFG
E I M HARULUIRIDBUMBT CTMATTEXB W
W M R R MNSMETYTT FYDTIA ATLDBDN
T A EEATICVSCMGMGAMTL S FM
E T L A CENTETY X 0 O0OAY HYBAWT
N S A S RNXUDUDGT CVHXYTTEA AU HT
E W X S HLEUVTFUHIXA ATENTFTITITFOW
R E A EOTLTTIOUTRIXTE RR RS SILNTETLT
G S T N HV L ALMTLUHUHTETYA ASGNTIX
Y NI T A Y UBOTISNWUHATWTIS B
Y A0 I L F S NDY SETEUVVIATTSG
G ENF OT VY VHLYESGSA AUVXUTITF
N L GRATTITUWDTEUR RI B SUHSOTCH
X C L A I S E X TVATA ATTETYNT RUOM
W W W O X 6 N XHTGNTEIZ RTSEMGH
BALANCED HEALING RESILIENCE
BREATHE HOLISTIC ROUTINE
CARE HYDRATION SERENITY
CLEANSE MEDITATION SLUMBER
ENERGY MINDFULNESS STAMINA
FITNESS NUTRITION STRENGTH
GRATITUDE RECOVERY VITALITY
HARMONY RELAXATION WELL-BEING
. 1 2 3 4 6 7 8 .
9 12

43
a8

53

56
B []
CLUES ACROSS 41. Thrust a knife into 11. Particular to a given

43. 12th month (abbr.) individual
1. Resorts 44, Ringworm 12. Brave or noble act
. Ofne p?r:“t S(:”th 46. Father of Aoris (Greek 14 Sicilian city
of southwes myth.) 15. Conqueror

9. Musical performances
11. Matched

13. Four-footed animal
part

15. Express severe
disapproval of

16. Type of leaf

17. Preparatory

19. Walk heavily

21. Succulent plants
22. Rectangle of grass
23. Lump in yarn

25. Too

26. Foot (Latin)

27. Afflicts

29. Smoothed

31. Mind (Greek)

33. Tampa ballclub
34. Semitic language
36. Sheltered sides
38. Ocean

39. Electronic point of sale

48. Fighting back
52. Cease to exist
53. Insects in adult stage

54. Freestanding sculpture

56. Caps
57. Repents

58. Brown and Wallace
are two

59. Moved quickly

CLUES DOWN
1. Goes bad
2. Yard structure
3. They __
4. Marine invertebrate
5. European river
6. Office supplies firm
7. Physically abused

8. Service stations
in Australia

9. Kills

10. Liquid body
substances

18. Elected officials
20. Type of “pig”

24. Drop of viscous
substance

26. Monetary unit of Spain
28. Guarantees

30. Coloring materials
32. Reddish browns
34. Square measure
35. Will not

37. Canned fish

38. Appeared

40. Six (Spanish)

42. Took off

43. Negligible amount

45, Posts in a Greek
temple

47. Witnesses

49, Phil __, former CIA
50. Places to park

51. Guns

55. Dance to pop music

WILLITS POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE LOG

June 22 to June 28

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

The officers of the Willits Police Department reported 123 incidents in this 7-day period.
Summary of Active Investigations and Arrests

June 22

222 am:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 100
block of North Main Street
and issued a warning.

9.05 am:  Officers
conducted a stop near the
intersection of North Main
Street and East Commercial
Street and issued a warning.

1:18 pm: Officers initiated
a theft investigation in the
1700 block of South Main
Street.

1:51 pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the
1400 block of South Main
Street and issued a warning.

2,02  pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 800
block of South Main Street
and issued a warning.

3:07 pm: Officers initiated
a fraud investigation in
the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.

3:54 pm: Officers initiated
a theft investigation in the
800 block of South Main
Street.

4:29 pm: Officers initiated
a fraud investigation in the
200 block of North Main
Street.

459  pm:  Officers
conducted a stop near the
intersection of West Valley
Street and South Main
Street and issued a warning.

5:.04 pm: Officers
responded to a report of an
unwanted subject in the 800
block of South Main Street
and issued a warning.

8:.04 pm: Officers
responded to a report of
suspicious activity in the 200
block of Pearl Street.

8:31 pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 1500
block of Baechtel Road and
issued a warning.

and issued a warning.

728 am:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 100
block of North Main Street
and issued a warning.

7:37 am: Officers
conducted a stop near the
intersection of South Main
Street and East Commercial
Street and issued a warning.

11:10 am:  Officers
conducted a stop in the
1500 block of South Main
Street and issued a warning.

11:24 am:  Officers
conducted a stop in the
1700 block of South Main
Street and issued a citation.

1:24  pm:  Officers
responded to a report of
suspicious activity in the
1200 block of South Main
Street.

3:46 pm: Officers initiated
a fraud investigation in
the 200 block of Redwood
Avenue.

7:53 pm: LEWIS, Mathew
George (42) of Ukiah was
contacted in the 800 block of
South Main Street. He was
arrested on felony charges
of violation of probation and
on misdemeanor charges of
disobeying a court order.

827 pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 900
block of South Main Street
and issued a warning.

June 24

11:36  am:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 200
block of South Main Street
and issued a warning.

4:.08 pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the
1700 block of South Main
Street and issued a warning.

June 25

812 am:  Officers
responded to a report of

block of East San Francisco
Avenue.

9:21 pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 300
block of North Main Street
and issued a warning.

9:37  pm:  Officers
conducted a stop near the
intersection of North Main
Street and Sherwood Road
and issued a warning.

949  pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 200
block of North Main Street
and issued a warning.

10:07 pm:  Officers
conducted a stop near the
intersection of California
Street and South Main
Street and issued a warning.

11:09 pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 100
block of North Main Street
and issued a warning.

1:17  pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 100
block of North Main Street
and issued a warning.

11:27  pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 300
block of South Main Street
and issued a warning.

June 26

11:25 am:  Officers
responded to a report of an
unwanted subject in the 800
block of South Main Street.

11:56 am:  Officers
initiated a theft investigation
in the 100 block of East Oak
Street.

1240  pm:  Officers
responded to a report of an
unwanted subject in the 400
block of East San Francisco
Avenue.

330  pm:  Officers
responded to a report of an
unwanted subject in the 800
block of South Main Street.

848  pm:  Officers
conducted a stop in the 300

Above, from left: The master salmon griller arranges the salmon on the grill for all to enjoy at lunch. Nico Vargas, from Kashia, creates his Art From Struggle, born of a struggle with leukemia, on an iPad.
These commemorative T-shirts were being gifted to the Big Time attendees. Below, from left: Mark sells Pokémon plushies and Dragon Balls, glass orbs with deep designs. Alysa Weller calls her booth,
Auntie Crafts on Wheels, in honor of her six nieces and her nephew. Gia Aguirre sells her Happy Art to make people smile. Further below: Judy Fisch buys a plush toy for her great-grandchild who is

enjoying the day with her and her grandchild. At bottom: There were many booths to obtain information, buy raffle tickets, and get free T-shirts.

Big Time

Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians
hosts annual celebration of community

Big Time is when we all come together
and celebrate the seasons, when everything
is harvested and new,” explained Buffey
Bourassa. “Lots of salmon and food. The
dancing and celebration ceremonies and
prayers are supposed to be medicine
for people, for healing.” For the Native

) population, the term
Piﬂﬁmrcame ‘medicine”  refers
wilitsweekly@gmailcon 10 Certain  practices
that spiritually affect
the people. To create good medicine, is to
create positive physical and metaphysical
reactions and feelings. This is the purpose
of the annual celebration known as Big
Time, which occurs at most tribal locations,
when the people of the tribe, and their
neighbors get together to dance, eat, pray,
and share

Most are open to outsiders who follow
certain courtesies and show respect for the
Native culture. Photography of the dancing
and spiritual moments needs to be by
permission from those involved.

Attendees all seem to enjoy being
together at the Big Time celebrations. For a

time, the sharing can help to heal divisions
and bring about peace. The Big Times
predate colonization and have lasted
through extreme hardships.

This year’s Big Time of the Sherwood
Valley Band of Pomo Indians took place
last Saturday and was a joyous occasion,
with tons of salmon cooked over an open
grill, the sharing of commodities, a fry
bread contest, and song, prayer, and
dance. In addition, there were several
Native organizations set up in booths
around the dance area, ones that exist to
help the indigenous peoples with health
and community issues.

One organization at Big Time, was the
Inter-Tribal Council of California’s The
Mending Basket Resource Center, a family
violence prevention wellness resource
center that addresses “family violence
and abuse,” according to their literature. It
holds Wednesday and Thursday parenting
programs, in person in Willits and on zoom.

Read the rest of

PartyI Over on page 11

Below, from left: This Brooktrails firefighter is Pomo and helped out at the Big Time. Lisa Brown
sells her Native jewelry in the Big Time vendor section. The blue T-shirts were for staff and helpers.

June 23 suspicious activity inthe 800  pock of East Commercial
1:09 am:  Officers Dblock of South Main Street.

conducted a stop near the ~ 10:38  am:  Officers Read the rest of I

intersection of South Main  responded to a report of WPD

Street and Walnut Street trespassing in the 400 Over on page 11

The rest of
Scams

Signing up for an online account at PGE.
com is another safeguard. Not only can
customers log in to check their balance
and payment history, they can sign up for
recurring payments, paperless billing and
helpful alerts.

Scammers  Impersonating  Trusted
Phone Numbers: Scammers are now able
to create authentic-looking 800 numbers
which appear on your phone display. The
numbers don’t lead back to PG&E if called
back, however, so if you have doubts, hang
up and call PG&E at 1-833-500-SCAM. If
customers ever feel that they are in physical
danger, they should call 911.

I From page 2

The rest of .
Projects

and prescribed fire, fuels reduction, forest
resilience, restoration of culturally important

ecosystems, Traditional Ecological
Knowledge, training, environmental
compliance, and developing forest/fire

management plans.

These actions foster the future well-
being of resilient ecosystems and tribal
communities while also helping to mitigate
climate change, protect communities
from fire risk, strengthen rural economies,
revitalize traditional land management
practices, and improve California’s water
resources and air quality.

“CAL FIRE is proud to offer Tribal Wildfire
Resilience Grants, which play a vital role
in expanding traditional land stewardship
practices to create a healthier and more
resilient landscape and help protect
communities,” said Chief Eric Huff, CAL
FIRE deputy director of Natural Resource
Management.

Concept proposals for this grant funding
are being accepted from July 8, 2026, via the
Tribal Wildfire Resilience Grants webpage,
and must be submitted no later than 12 pm
on Wednesday September 8, 2026. Full

Customers who suspect that they have
been victims of fraud, or who feel threatened
during contact with one of these scammers,
should contact local law enforcement. The
Federal Trade Commission’s website is also
a good source of information about how to
protect personal information.

For more information about scams, visit
pge.com/scams or consumer.ftc.gov.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company,
a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation
(NYSE:PCG), is a combined natural gas
and electric utility serving more than 16
million people across 70,000 square miles
in Northern and Central California. For more
information, visit pge.com and pge.com/
news.

I From page 1

applications are expected to be invited back
in October and due in December 2026. CAL
FIRE is committed to offering grant funding
specifically for Tribal Wildfire Resilience
projects.

Since 2023, $29 million has been awarded
to 22 projects across the state, with project
details available on the program’s webpage.
Online office hours will be available
throughout the application period. CAL
FIRE’s Tribal Wildfire Resilience staff will
also be available to answer questions about
the grant process and requirements. Please
check the Tribal Wildfire Resilience Grants
webpage for details. Any questions can be
directed to TribalWildfireResilienceGrants@
fire.ca.gov.

Projects that receive funding from the
Tribal Wildfire Resilience grant program
are designed to complement California
Natural  Resources Agency’'s  Tribal
Stewardship  Policy, California Natural
Resource Agency’s Tribal Nature-Based
Solutions Program as well as California’s
Wildfire & Forest Resilience Action Plan and
California’s Strategic Plan for Expanding the
Use of Beneficial Fire.
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CHP officers Pierce and Marin came to Big Time to offer their support for programs that keep young
Native Americans safer.

Photos by Mathew Caine

FN R
s

The mission of the "Be the Antidote" project is to support the
= artistic community in Willits, with a strong emphasis on
creating access to and participation in every kind of artistic
expression the children and young people in our community
are capable of.
Do you know a dynamic kid who is bursting with talent? Is
there a budding actor or musician in your life? A dancer? A
singer? Painter or cartoonist?

Let us know by joining and posting a pic or a story to
our Facebook page:
Be the Antidote - Willits.
Or, reach out to us at A

BtheAntidote@gmail.com.

www.mphotographress.com | 707-972-7047

Photocjraphtj BY maureen J‘e,nn]son
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Thursday, July 16

Willits Farmers Market: Join
your neighbors at Summer
Market outdoors at City Park on
Commercial Street, Thursday,
July 16 from 3 to 5:30 pm, for

Saturday, July 18

Willits Bypass Mitigation
Lands Tour: Resource
Conservation District hosts a
free tour of the Willits Bypass

Sunday, July 19

“Louisa@Fruitlands” at WCT: the world premiere of
Daniel Rover Singer’s remarkable new play, the true
story of wild child Louisa May Alcott drawn from her
memoir, “Transcendental Wild Oats.” Sunday, July 19
matinee at 2 pm at Willits Community Theatre. See

Saturday, July 25

Willits Fest at Rec Grove: Tommy G Presents, the
2nd annual Local Artists Showcase at Recreation
Grove Park, a benefit for Willits Charter School High
School Performing Arts Program. Saturday, July 25,

Mitigation Lands, Saturday, from noon to 9 pm, with live music all day, artisan
Agape the freshest produce available, July 18, from 8:30 am to 1  Friday, July 17 listing for details. vendors, Kid Zone, food Mm,R,E?,%Tﬂﬁﬁ]ﬁmwm
Bible Church local meat, farm fresh eggs, pm. After a brief orientation -:ﬂ-l/l\-db P ommyfcfenescnrs and beverages, and W Il o i il o sl st e i thie S0 oA 15,
290, Lenore Ave. hot and cold food from local and bathroom stop at the Wednesday, July 22 anauaL more. Free admission. _ _
mg;zslgzi?fﬁgt |ti>\lljsnr17<]essies,tﬁloggwwnzitci;rerl]fts% Mend_ocino Coun_ty Museum, Farmers Market Trio  at Fgaturing Hal-A-Luyah,
and the Bible is central. W?I't L@C, " © ed © oTho we will caravan just north of - Brickhouse: The Farmers Market 5 woase | o, Kingsnakes, Ramuun, @@lﬁ]@ﬁﬁ@@g welcome Uﬂ[mfflﬁ[l
o lliits VWeekly, and more. The Willits for a three-mile walk Ty anfisan e NOON = 9:00 Py = B Mr Bmmnml!! Presents th
Sunday Services: Trio performs Wednesday, July 22, PM , S d A
_ - Worshi market honors EBT and WIC alona Mill Creek. In addition . 8 LIVEMUSIC ALLDAY ﬂ A Stay Human Radio atur ay, ugust 8
10100 a.m, - Worship d d matches benefits t g . - . from noon to 2 pm, at Brickhouse /. HAL-A-LUYAH «KINGSNAKES ~ RAMUUN | | : A N
Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m. el GV LS el U to WatChIng birds wrapping Coffee, 3 South Main Street. MR BMMNMI! pesents STAY HUMAN RADIO TRIBUTE /| Tribute, Carlin Diamond Ideas: Q
Info? 707-459-1905 double your dollars. up their nesting seasons, we . . .. ?‘w" °'¢i'ﬁ"e°n2ﬂﬂ‘§'s’"°‘"°": Y \_\3 Birthday ShOUtOUt, * pens ¢ backpacks < markers
Www.agapeblblechurch.com . are ||ke|y to see butterﬂles and Other HIStohry MMakers Farj"ly ACtIVIty L ?i\/sg:rll.";l:gn:l? ﬂ::UOENLD:“‘_, | Tangled Ends, Lupme * pencils * notebooks + calculator
Amazing Grace Friday, July 17 ,ﬂ"' pollinators  visiting  late-blooming S\tle dtn:s da :s%qull fcc)):na léfopo.g | B Arpmep—— i " Driver, La Onda, Soul o rulers o paper . gllue
g . ! " ; ys in July -n B8 B T oy e " Circus, Blue Luke IR T SERACIN VANEpEEi Above: Erica Baumker, a pediatric nurse practitioner, checks the
Assembly of God Church Christmas in July Vendor % flowers. Participants will have the i ivi i | ROLUNG TEMPTATIONS FLYING DOO PIZTA | L ' e crayons  * folders e pencil box... »ap . P ! b
803yCoast Street Market: Adri's Salon hosts a * opportunity to explore a forest of ash Family Activity - Celebrafing - Our S g g Wildfire Dancers, Vern d : heart and lungs of a patient during the event at Howard Hospital

Wamts Branch Libtery

Nation, anytime between 2 and
4:30 pm. July 22: Statue of Liberty

P.O. Box 489, Willits Morninglight, ~ Ambria eu%ﬁo{”:%ﬂ o last Saturday.

Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.

trees that spends most of the year

“Christmas in July” vendor fair
this month, Friday, July 17, 2 |

inundated with water. Group size is Zenitar, Denbaya

Free Sports Physicals

l.‘f'm"“?‘ .,.e

JEWELRY MBH!

CHEER
o WeATH
oF
! ONE RAFFLE TICKET WITH EACH o
Bt PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE! |
N = .
COME GET UNIQUE PRESENTS TO ¢
START YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EARLY : 2o,
08 FIRD SOMETHING FUN FOR YOURSELF. gy
s g

Pastor Kris Strickland i - © °  Torch & Crown; July 29: Vote to -
to 6 pm, at 1615 A South Main  FMEREE .o koo ¢ limited, please RSVP by emailing | " , SATURDA /25 2026 Collective, Son of Po, .
EVERYBODY IS WRLCOME Street. Start your Christmas " JULY 17, 2026 588 amyw@mcrcd.org or texting (369) ggif:{tycrafltwﬁ;il;oza' 4|\élgndolggnsc; i% Wiltirs wnec:_;zliv AOVE IPA Splynter, Sherwood and Back-to-School Fair
Churqh shopping early: Unique crafts | '* = 2PM-6PM < AETSQE 216 9990. You can also direct Commercial Street. *.suug v—,;Wn.rﬁ'?’ oA Mountqln Boys. Food By Cici Winiger, for Adventist Health Ukiah Valley
of Christ include Beaded items, Resin § ((— Adru,s sa!m:y message on ig/fb to RSVP. : N : sk and drinks by Roling Lot woskend. Adventist Hoalth Howard Mormorials
“What must we do to be saved?” Art, Wood Pens, Wrapped |3 1515»39«.1.}1;«.14} Earthauake Worksh t Flourish Th d J- 1 23 Temptations, Flying team of rovideré and feam members spent their dav off
Acs 237 Stone Jewelry, and much § w'u“’ —— &a qlfa € Orfs Op at Flouris ursaay, July Dog Pizza, Botanical heloi |p | students and famili t pd for th )r/] |
1095 S. Main St., Willits more. Raffle fticket wievery § Flow: Join us for an Earthquake Willits Farmers Market: Join your neighbors at Beverages and more. A MendocinoProducersGuild. elping local students and families get ready for the schoo
(next to Super 8) h £$10 _. Preparedness Workshop led by a Summer Market outdoors at Citv Park on Commercial  org event year during their annual Free Sports Physicals and Back-
(707)459_5023 pUrC ase o or more. aiz“mzn n:;raln u;g‘:sn hgm[:n un |Oca| geologist, on Saturday, July y 9 o to 'SChOOl Fair.

Street, Thursday, July 23 from 3 to 5:30 pm, for the
freshest produce available, local meat, farm fresh
eggs, hot and cold food from local businesses, along

Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-

“Louisa@pFruitlands” at “Louisa@Fruitlands” at WCT: the world premiere of
WCT: the world premiere of

acclaimed writer Daniel Rover

18 at 6 pm at Flourish & Flow,

They welcomed more than 400 families for a day of
1726 South Main Street, Ste B, in

Daniel Rover Singer's remarkable new play, the true support, resources and fun. The team of providers and

story of wild child Louisa May Alcott drawn from her

6-7:00 p.m. Evergreen Shoppin ; : - u] 24 25 2026 i i
Wednesday Bible Study- Singer’s remarkable new play, 7 Centﬂr You'l ﬁfarﬂ vevessesene evvvsssnns, ith crafts, live music, emoir “Transcendental Wild Oats.” Saturday, July 25 ) y{‘ &"""@ s:agf C?m%l]?t?d almto st 2(? 0 ffreeihsports physmgls, hslpln%
7-8:00 p.m. “Louisa@Fruitlands,” the true ; : s the new edition of Willits 54 7 5 ot Willits Community Theatre. See Friday, July Salon 7 707 5y sucel’ anees gel ready ‘ot e season ang mauing |
sforv of wid child Lotisa Ma . what to do before, s 3 Weekly, and more. The 17 gtin for details : ' #.871 South Main Street, easy for parents to check an important item off their back-
The Church of Moot drawn from hor memor “Transcendental Wil 0Uring: @nd after an earthquake, how & Giggiiige EPURENNAS  E market honors EBT and Sin e o aillits, California g to-school to-do st
Jesus Christ of Oats.” Directed by Eric Ward besa Holt stars as the to puﬂd an emergency kit, create a ¢ UK $ WIC cards and matches Crimson Rev!val at Shanachlg: live ’8Qs theme Families also picked up hundreds of free backpacks
Latter-day Saints vibrant young Louisa, with her real-life mother Haley family commnicafion plan, and better 2 ik 3 benefits to double your dance party with local group Calnen Reu), (660 and school supplies and connected with community
265 Margie Drive ’ , ; understand the geology of our region. g kb s o b e ¢ dollars. vocals by Madam King, with Joe JAM on bass guitar, organizations offering everything from vaccinations and
- Morse as the grown-up Louisa. The cast includes , ; ; . July 18,2026 : ; : g g ything
Willits, CA 95490 e e - iy Y_ouII leave with practical tools and = ~ onm * _ Dave Woodle Jr. on lead guitar, and chthokta on library services to wellness tips and other helpful resources.
Sty | | oot oo e ot U023 ST O T o Friday Juy 24 G S S e
e ! ' : u i : i : Prizes aw - ili '
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Shipp, Jeshua Holt, and Jeremy Daw. Continues EpoFt) b o rourishandeowmeﬁdo “Louisa@pFruitlands” at to the top 3 best-dressed guests? _ — fsirmljs 2:re ghlgagne place to get ready for a successful
Friday, July 17 at 7 pm at Wilits Community Theatre, ' o0 ‘ WCT: the world premiere : il Join usifor fresht bakes, 8 y :
37 West Van Lane, and plays Fridays and Saturdays at of Daniel Rover Singer’s Sund July 26 beautiful plants&salon favorites! Parents were grateful for the convenience of getting
L 7 pm, and Sundays at 2 pm, through July 26. Tickets: “Louisa@Fruitlands” at WCT: the remarkable new play, unaay, july their child’s physical completed quickly and free of charge.
:?Ur_lt“’elril.ty_for CSoul $25; available at wctperformingartscenter.org world premiere of Daniel Rover Singer’s the true story of wild Willits Frontier Days Horse Show: Free to attend, Knowing the cost and challenges that the new school year
-SSEtEZII)Ii\:chgssi(?#srses Luna Wordcast at Shanachie: New. Jersey- remarkable new play, the true story child Louisa May Alcott ~Starts at 8 am on Sunday, July 26 at the Wiliits Frontier brings and with its effort to help ensure students are able
*ECK Light & Sound Services based Singer/Songwriter Luna Worldcast retums to of wild child Lqmsa May Alcott drav_vn drawn from her memoir, Days Rodeo Grounds. Come see riders show their skills to safely play sports, the hospital has been offering this
More information? Shanachie Pub on a Wester tour. Friday, July 17 at oM her memoir, “Transcendental Wild “Transcendental ~ Wild at the final event of the 2026 centennial celebration much-needed outreach for over 10 years.
Call 530-224-8703 8 pm. Luna captivates audiences with her hauntlng Ogt:s.” Saturday, July 18 at 7 pm at Oats.” Friday, July 24 at 7 of Willits Frontier Days. Entry forms available online: There’s one more chance to get your student in for a free
www.eckankar.org e Willits Community Theatre. See Friday, pm at Willits Community ~ www.WillitsFrontierDays.com under the events tab. sports physical this year: stop by Adventist Health Ukiah
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Grace Community
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Worship Service
10 a.m.

For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Wednesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday-5:30 p.m.
Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish
Confessions on Saturday
4:45-5:15 p.m.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252
https:/ /stanthonywillits.org/
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis

Episcopal Church
1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177
Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom
Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
Facebook.com/stjohnswillits
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day

Adventist Church
707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship
Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

Willits United

Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden
Aplace to find comfort
where all are welcome
Pastor Jaime Rogers-Fairchild
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am
286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855
wumc@outlook.com

www.willitsumc.org
Facebook: facebook willits umc

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell

(707) 972-2475

april@uwillitsweekly.com

droning
folk rock
melodies. §
Joined by |
Hunter Cory.
50 South
Main Street.

ONGOING GENERAL

“Adornment” at Ridgewood Ranch: A
community art exhibition featuring works by Willits
artists, makers, and everyday creatives, curated
by Renata Abbade. The show takes its name
and its inspiration from one of the oldest human
impulses: the desire to beautify. “Adornment” will
run through September 11 at Ridgewood Ranch,
11800 Orchard Lane, 7 miles south of Willits off
Highway 101.

‘Metalwork, Collage, Painting’ at WCA: July
exhibit features three local artists, Katie Gibbs,
Laura Wiecek, and Sandy Strong. Runs at Willits
Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street,
through July 29. Gallery hours are Fridays through
Sundays, 11 am to 5 pm.

Trivia Night at The Munchery: Every 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month at 6 pm at The Munchery,
1797 South Main Street, Willits.

Trivia Night at Northspur Brewing Co: Put
your knowledge to the test on the first and third
Wednesday of the month starting at 6:30 pm at
Northspur Brewing Co., 101 North Main Street.

Food Not Bombs at Rec Grove Park: Receive a
free meal, supplies and zines every first and third
Friday of the month at 4 pm in Rec Grove Park at
the picnic tables. Everyone is welcome.

Skunk Alley Improv Lessons at WCT: Every
Sunday from 6:30 to 8:30 pm with instructor
Schuyler Marcier at Willits Community Theater.
Cost is $5, cash or Venmo.

Free Meal by Willits Daily Bread: Every week on
Monday through Thursday from 4:30 to 5:30 pm at
66 East Commercial Street.

Willits Tennis Club: Meets every Monday and
Wednesday from 9 to 11 am at the Willits High
School Tennis Courts. All levels welcome. More
info: 707 484-3385.

Drop-In Life Drawing Group at WCA: Every
Thursday from 1 to 4 pm at Willits Center for the

July 17 listing for details.

Post Modern Prometheus at Shanachie: A musical
journey through space and time, with spiritually
charged vibrations. Your psychedelic navigators,
on guitar, Structure on bass, and Professor Box on
drums, will accurately align your chakras and kundalini.
Saturday, July 18 at 8 pm. 50 South Main Street.

Arts. Cost is based on sliding scale. More info:
Margaret 707-459-9251.

Brown Bag Lunch Program: Saturdays at 1
pm, sack lunches are served by local churches,
community organizations, and families at Bud
Snider City Park on East Commercial. Come at 1
pm to be assured a lunch!

Willits Indivisible Democracy Vigil: Every Friday
from 5 to 6 pm at Babcock Park on South Main
Street. More info: “Willits Indivisible” on Facebook.

Pickleball: Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays at
5:30 pm and Saturdays at 9 am at the Willits High
School tennis courts. Free to play and all levels
welcome.

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets
every Monday at 6 pm at the Muse in Willits, 30
East San Francisco Street. More info: 707-354-
1866.

Willits Drum Circle: Every second and fourth
Friday at 7 pm, at St. Francis of the Redwoods on
the corner of Main and Commercial Streets. Info:
Bill Bruneau: 459-3390.

Literacy Volunteers of Willits: We teach adults
to read! Free personal tutoring at the library. Call
or email to make an appointment: LiteracyWillits@
gmail.com or 707-456-7729.

Mobile Showers Available in Willits: Mobile
shower is in Willits every Monday and Tuesday
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm, behind St. Francis Church
at the corner of Main and Commercial Streets.
Toiletries, towels and washcloths provided. Those
with disabilities may need to bring a helper. Sack
dinners are served from 4:30 to 5:30 by Willits
Daily Bread.

Inland Valley Women’s Chorus: Every Thursday
(except holidays) from 6 to 7:30 pm to sing songs of
peace, joy, social justice and healing. No audition
or experience required. Carpooling available from
Willits. Holy Trinity Church, Mary & Martha Room,
640 South Orchard Avenue, Ukiah. More info:
Madge Strong, 707-459-1493.

Theatre. See Friday, July 17 listing for details.

Cosmic Family Band at Shanachie: local Mendocino
County jam band, sharing original music that is a
reflection of being a part of this amazing community.
‘We're the Cosmic Family Band and so are you.”
Friday, July 24 at 8 pm at Shanachie Pub, 50 South

Kage

Main Street.

SHANACHIE PUB
ONGOING EVENTS

Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street

Saturday Sessions at Shanachie: Every 2nd and
4th Saturday from 3 to 6 pm, one of our locals will
host an open jam at Shanachie Pub. Bring any
instrument and explore your creativity!

Bluegrass String Jam: An official jam for the
California Bluegrass Association, every 1st and
3rd Saturday of the month starting at 3 pm, with all
Bluegrass musicians welcome!

Wednesday Open Mic Night: Every Wednesday-
Enter your name in the lottery from 3 to 7 pm to
choose your 20-minute time slot, with performances
beginning at 7:20.

WILLITS LIBRARY
ONGOING EVENTS

Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
Info: www.mendolibrary.org or 459-5908. Open
hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10 am

to 7 pm; Friday, 10 am to 6 pm; Saturday, 10

am to 5 pm; Closed Sunday and Monday.

Lunch at the Library: The Willits Branch Library
offers a free lunch for all youth 18 and under this
summer, followed by a fun activity, Tuesdays
through Fridays from noon to 1 pm. 390 East
Commercial Street. Info: www.mendolibrary.org or
707-459-5908.

LEGO Club: Tuesdays from 4 to 6:30 pm. “Bring
your imagination and start building.”

Penny University Coffee Klatch: Wednesdays,
2 to 4 pm, in the Willits Library meeting room to
discuss various topics while enjoying a “cup of joe.”

Tech Help: Closed for July 4, but usually Saturdays
from 11 am to noon, come get computer help and
your technical questions answered!

Spinning and Knitting: Closed for July 4, but
usually Saturdays at the library; from 1 to 4:30 pm.
All skill levels welcome!

“Louisa@Fruitlands” at WCT: the world premiere
of Daniel Rover Singer's remarkable new play, the
true story of wild child Louisa May Alcott drawn from
her memoir, “Transcendental Wild Oats,” closes with
this final Sunday, July 26 matinee at 2 pm at Willits
Community Theatre. See Friday, July 17 listing for
details.

Mendecino County Museum
Is partnering with:
Exhibit Envoy
Cannabis Culture Museum
HappyDay Farms

| theMendocine County Museum invites you
hwmﬁbuumrpotmnul storiesasa

P Ty P

history.

Your ion will
understa of cannabis, people, and all
aspects of its influence in Northern
California.

First Fridays Summer Concert Series

resumes August 7

Mid-summer nights were made for music on the street. Willits
Chamber of Commerce presents the August 7 First Friday event
- a soulful night with Audio Soul. On Commercial Street, between
Humboldt and Main, from 6 to 9 pm. Food and merchant vendors.

MENDOCING
e COUNTY M:aw.

exhibit envoy
The Museum will steward these uni
stories and make them available to all, now
and into the future.

Valley from 7 am to 1 pm on Saturday, July 18!

Community organizations such as Mendocino County
Public Health, Mendocino Community Health Centers, 4h,
California Mentor, Mendocino County Library also offered
information and resources for students and their families.

coloring, freebies: L ¥
good things at the AH

NECESITAS ESPAROL?

Bring your dancing shoes and support the local businesses that
make our community great. All ages welcome. More info: https:/

v
400 E. Comml ual St. Willits, CA 95490 | {?07‘] 234- E!GS

Sports Physicals and
Back-to-School event!

AMEXIMICING
(JOU.\'I'\'
emwm

Open Wed - Sat 11 a.m. - 5 pm., Sun 12 - 4 p.m.

visitwilIits.com/events/first-fridays-summer-concert-series/

T rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrerrorerr

L F) ('
Saturday, July 18, 2026
8a.m.—2p.m.

Note shortened end time due to heat

Furniture, housewares, clothing, books,
kids’ corner (clothing, toys), shoes, jeans,
luggage, handbags, electronics, tools, linens,
home décor, art/picture frames, baby equipment
arts and crafts, pet supplies, office supplies, and more

sATURDAY JULY 18] i '

o . Doors open at 5 (}pen mic atarts 11. 6 <

Deep Valley Christian School Gym
8555 Uva Drive
Redwood Valley, CA 95470
next to Broiler Parking Lot

Cash and Check Only
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Drum Class with Greg 5:45-7 PM $20-$25
Dance Class with Nuria 7-8:30PM $20-$25
$40 for both - All levels welcome - Drums available

43rd Annual Round Valley
Covelo.Ca

Blaﬁkbg.rr

August 15-16, 2026

NIOYI

Theater Willits, CA.

57 East Commercial Street - Willits zsggsg':s Sat/Sun:
707-459-6660 D _ 2:15, 4:45,7:30
www.noyotheater.com Wede’:g”rs' Weds/Thur:

Showtimes: July 17 to July 23

THE ODDYSEY

(R) 2hr 52min

6:15

MINIONS AND
MONSTERS

(PG) 1h 30min
Fri:
4:45,7:30

4:45,7:30

Closed Monday/Tuesday

sminions;’ -

MOANA
(LIVE ACTION)

DELUXE THEATRE
(PG) 1H 55min
Fri:

4:30, 7:00

Dpen Caption

EL)&I

%wt1 *
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& FLEA MARKET

Iy

- FAMOUS SUPER Ri\FFLE
DESSERT TABLE

SatISun i : r
i B e ? _ TWO DAYS AT HARWOOD HALL e runoy | SO
ASeTs,, posored '?',1"‘} B s FRIDAY  JULY17TH 10am 5
o e Koun alley Fu IC brory
Thrifty Thursday: $8.00 tickets. Thrifty Thursday films this week in red. I 52 oundyg| fgybl‘ackgerr‘yf SATU RDAY JULY 18TH dru .se.w-.{aqugn L[i:-_'é(_
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At MCHC, it's easier than you think. There's a specialist here for you.
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At left, from top: “Louisa@Fruitlands” cast members listen to the audience during the post-show
Q&A. Playgoer Molly Martin of Santa Rosa said she was particularly moved by the social issues
“Louisa@Fruitlands” discusses, and how the young Louisa confronts these issues through her
10-year-old eyes. Mendocino College Dean of Dramatic Arts Lucas Verbrugghe gave especial praise
to the “absolute talent” of Desa Holt of Willits who plays the 10-year-old Louisa May Alcott.

A review of Willits Community Theatre’s world

premiere of ‘Louisa@Fruitlands’
By Steve Hellman

The world premiere of Daniel Rover Singer's play “Lousia@Fruitlands” found its
footing after an exciting first week at the Willits Community Theatre. At a recent matinee
performance, audience members praised the production for its actor performances, the
hope and humor of its script, and its historic relevance to issues of today.

As portrayed through the famed writer Louisa May Alcott’s childhood at the transcendental
community of Fruitlands, much of the play is about the struggle of mid-1800s commune
members to succeed in their utopian back-to-the-land vision. Singer’s script visits the
issues of slavery and racism, discrimination against women and gays, and the value of
veganism. Also intimately portrayed are the competing visionaries Ralph Waldo Emerson
and his student Henry David Thoreau.

The snapshot outcome is far from perfect, but inspirational along the way.

Inthe middle of the turmoil stands the 10-year-old Louisa May Alcott, a fiercely precocious
child played with amazing presence by Desa Holt of Willits. She declares her love of
writing and her determination to leave her mark. The real Alcott would go on to become
famed for her coming of age novel, “Little Women.” Holt plays her part, confronting the
hypocrisies and flaws of the adults around her with great humanity and humor.

Lucas Verbrugghe, dean of the School of Dramatic Arts at Mendocino College, offered
his appraisal of the star actor. “What an absolute talent we have in Desa Holt, a young
person who brings humor and intelligence to her portrayal. Watching her be forced to
contend with the adults and find a genuine acceptance and compassion is truly a gift.”

The castincludes Haley Morse, Phaedra and Joe Swearengin, Schuyler Marcier, Prana,
Garrett Moore, Parnell Damone Marcano, Jeff Shipp, Jeshua Holt, and Jeremy Daw.

Verbrugghe also credited the Willits Commnity Theatre for hosting the premiere. “l love
that our community offers a place where a new work is developed and goes on to find a
life of its own.”

In the Q&A session after the show, the Los Angeles playwright was asked why he chose
Willits for the premiere. “Actually, Willits chose me and my play,” Singer said. “The Willits
community, its actors and its theater, have given me the opportunity to see the show on
its feet.” He indicated the next step would be contacting a theater rep in New York City.

Director Eric Ward drew laughter from the audience when asked about the play’s local
relevance. ‘| felt like it was perfect for us here because easily half of our community has
tried living in nature on a utopian commune.”

Molly Martin of Santa Rosa said she was particularly moved by the social issues. “I'm
glad to see the discussion of racism, the issue of feminism and the queer element. A lot of
us have lived through these issues since the 1960s.” She also found special the childhood
version of Louisa May Alcott confronting these issues through her 10-year-old eyes.

Alexa Baldwin of Ukiah felt particularly moved by the final scene, in which family and
workers were all gathered around a big table. She said, “They were in open communication,
with their energy together, finishing the story with a sense of unity.”

Shows run through July 26, with performances Friday and Saturday at 7 pm and Sunday
matinees at 2 pm. Tickets are $25, available at www.wctperformingartscenter.org. and at
the door. Season sponsors are NC Financial, KZYX-Z Radio, KLLG Radio, Julia Redwood
Morgan Grove, Big Fish Construction, The Community Foundation of Mendocino County,
and Jerry Drew Painting.

Above, left: Star performer Desa Holt and “Louisa@Fruitlands”
playwright Daniel Rover Singer. Above, right: Playwright Daniel
Rover Singer and Director Eric Ward field audience questions
after a performance of “Louisa@Fruitlands” at Willits Community

Theatre. Photos by Steve Hellman

‘Louisa@Fruitlands’
at WCT has it all

Last night | saw the world premiere of “Louisa@
Fruitlands” at the Willits Community Theatre, and | took the
liberty of writing a review for Willits Weekly.

Communes, characters and crazy beliefs — “Louisa@
Fruitlands” has it all. Practically written for Willits, this 19th
century period piece jumps with relevance for today.

“Louisa” is about a several-month period in the childhood
of Louisa May Alcott (author of “Little Women”), when her
family lived on a vegan commune that was doomed from
the start.

10 year old tomboy Louisa was becoming a writer. A
fountain of strong opinions and ungovernable behaviors,
she peppered the air with questions and pronouncements,
had conversations with Emerson and Thoreau, and ran
around like a wild animal.

The story, written by Daniel Rover Singer, includes
the jailing of a free Black man, the beginnings of an
unconventional relationship, and other events that
challenged the beliefs of the day.

Director Eric Ward gets good performances from his
strong cast, featuring blazing young talent Desa Holt as
Louisa, and Los Angeles actor Parnell Damone Marcano as
Jonesy. Jeremy Daw hits surprising heights as neurodiverse
Wood Abraham, and Garrett Moore glowers convincingly
as the repressive ideologue leading the commune.

Opening night on July 10 was completely sold out, but
tickets are still available for the rest of the three-weekend run

The rest of From page 1
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Supervisor Mulheren said she was willing to vote in favor
of the ballot measure that day, to get it on the November
ballot.

Williams and Mulheren agreed to work as an ad hoc
committee with staff, to bring back more information to the
next board meeting, July 21.

The ballot measure, if approved by at least 2/3s of the
voters living in the unincorporated areas of Mendocino
County, would generate an estimated $5.5 million annually,
according to the staff report, “to be placed in a special
fund, said revenue to be used only to fund pavement
preservation and corrective maintenance for county roads
and to improve road maintenance staffing.”

“| think what the public wants to see,” said Supervisor
Williams, “is every dollar that's been spent on every mile of
road countywide since that 20-year plan began. Last year,
what did we spend? Where was it spent? You know, what is
the staff cost? What were we short on? We're hearing staff,
but also materials. And are we hearing our equipment may
not be in workable condition? All of that needs to be laid
out as if we have a full business plan, what we're starting
with, what the problem is, how this will be a solution, what
the roads will be like, you know, a year in, five years in, 10
years in under this plan.”

Williams described the information in front of the board
that day as “just, ‘here’s a tax and we’re going to do more
of what we're already doing.’” It's not a convincing case.
It's not that I'm against it. I'm happy to chip in. I'd rather
buy better roads. But if we need two-thirds of voters to
agree, we've got to have a business plan. And part of that
business plan is the financials.”

Data Center ban

Supervisors also voted 4-0 on July 7 (Supervisor Cline
absent) to direct staff to come back to the board with an
urgency ordinance “Establishing a Temporary Moratorium
Prohibiting the Processing and Approval of New Data
Centers to Allow for Evaluation of the Public Health and
Environmental Impacts.”

This agenda item was sponsored by Supervisor John
Haschak and Supervisor Williams.

The rest of L
Homicide

Emergency medical personnel were dispatched, and
MCSO deputies requested additional law enforcement
personnel from throughout Mendocino County, to include
the California Highway Patrol.

I From page 1

MCSO deputies arrived in the area within approximately
15 minutes and assessed the scene. An adult female victim
was located inside a silver 2007 Toyota Tacoma pickup and
was confirmed to be deceased at approximately 9:17 pm
on July 9, 2026.

The victim was later identified as a 31-year-old female
from Covelo, whose name is being withheld at this point of
the investigation. Sheriff's Office deputies noted numerous
apparent gunshots into the Toyota pickup, and the victim
appeared to have suffered numerous gunshot wounds.
The scene where the victim and vehicle were located
was at a large illicit marijuana cultivation operation, which
was also investigated by law enforcement personnel who
responded to this incident.

Detectives from the Mendocino County Sheriff's Office
responded and took over the homicide investigation.
Additional investigators were requested from the
Mendocino County Major Crimes Task Force, Mendocino
County District Attorney’s Office, and the County of
Mendocino Marijuana Eradication Team. Criminalists
from the California Department of Justice in Eureka also
responded to assist with processing the crime scene for
evidence related to this homicide.

Investigators learned family members of the victim had
been looking for the 31-year-old female for numerous
hours on July 9, 2026 and received information about her
possibly being at the property on Rifle Range Road. This
led to a family member responding to the property, locating
the victim, and contacting law enforcement to report the
female being deceased.

There are numerous suspects believed to be involved in
this homicide, but information about the suspects is being
withheld at this time to maintain the integrity of the ongoing
investigation.

The identity of the victim from this case will be released
at a later date. A post-mortem examination will be
conducted in the next week by a forensic pathologist. If a
preliminary cause and manner of death are determined by
the pathologist, they will be released after the autopsy has
been completed.

Sheriff's Office detectives and other investigators are
still actively investigating this homicide, and anyone with
information related to this case is requested to contact
the Mendocino County Sheriff's Office Dispatch Center at
707-463-4086 (option 1). Information can also be provided
anonymously by calling the non-emergency tip-line at 707-
234-2100.

The rest of
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for public office, as well as political veterans, training is interactive and fun.
should attend this valuable training to learn MWPC’s purpose is to unite women of

The rest of .
Filing
Councilmember Bruce Burton. Stranske
was re-elected by default in 2022 as only
two candidates filed for two open seats that
election year. Councilmember Burton, a
former city council member, was appointed to
the council in January 2025, to fill the vacancy

left when Greta Kanne resigned in December
2024.

Current  WCC members Mayor Tom
Allman, Vice Mayor Mathew Alanis, and
Councilmember Gerry Gonzalez were elected
to their four-year terms in 2024.

I From page 1

Candidates for Willits City Council must
be U.S. citizens, age 18 or older, who live
inside the official City of Willits city limits.
“The address on election paperwork MUST
match that of your voter registration,” notes
the “Election Page” at www.cityofwillits.org.
Candidates must also not have been convicted
of designated crimes as specified in the
Constitution and laws of California.

Candidates who want to file, and to get
started with collecting nomination papers,
must schedule an appointment with Willits City
Clerk Delores Pedersen by contacting her at
707-459-7113 or dpedersen@cityofwillits.com.

Members of the Willits City Council, a five-
person board, are elected to serve four-terms.
The two council members elected November 3,
2026 will serve from December 2026 through
November 2030.

The mayor is appointed by vote of the city
council on an annual basis.

Councilmembers do not receive salaries,
but each council member receives a monthly
stipend of $200 and is eligible to receive
medical benefits for councilmember and
spouse.

There are multiple other informational
resources posted on the City of Willits Elections
page for aspiring candidates to check out,
including the 2026 Candidates Handbook
https://cityofwillits.org/DocumentCenter/
View/2246

Other local elections

The November 3 2026 elections for other
boards in the Third District include the
Brooktrails Township Community Services
District, which will have three open seats,
elected at-large. These are the three seats
won by Joanne Cavallari, Ed Horrick, and Rick
Williams in November 2022.

The Little Lake Fire Protection District
will have two open seats up for election in
November.

The Covelo Community Services District
will have three open seats, elected at large, in
November 2026.

The Covelo Fire Protection District will
have two open seats, elected at large, in the
November election.

Declaration of Candidacy forms for the
above offices are available from the Office of
the County Clerk, 501 Low Gap Road, Room
1020 in Ukiah; 707-234-6819. All candidates
must be registered voters who live in the district
they want to run in, and who are otherwise
eligible to run. Deadline to file for these offices
is August 7, 2026, unless an incumbent doesn't
file, in which case the deadline is extended to
August 12.

Education boards

The Willits Unified School District Board of
Trustees will have three long-term seats up for
election on November 3, 2026. The three seats
are those won by Jeanne King, Paula Nunez,
and Jennifer Sookne in November 2022.

The Round Valley Unified School District
board will have three long-term

The rest of firefighters from elsewhere,
Ready From page 1 it his district is overwhelmed.

That's where California’s
mutual aid system comes in — a model for disaster response agencies
all over the world, according to Justin Buckingham, a Battalion Chief at
the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority. The state formalized its Master Mutual
Aid Agreement, or the concept of neighbors helping neighbors, in 1950,
as part of the state’s Civil Defense and Disaster Relief Plan.

Congress provided support in 1970, after a massive wildland fire in
Southern California. That's when agencies began to hone in on incident
command, multi-agency coordination, and sharing new technologies
and strategies. The concept spread to Northern California in 1987.

The massive wildfires of 2017, including the Redwood Complex and
the Thomas Fires, led to ongoing state budget allocations, beginning
with $25 million, to pre-position responders, or to make sure they
were already on-site when a disaster was brewing. Advanced weather
forecasting helps, along with constantly improving communications and
logistics.

The now highly organized mutual aid system means that almost half
of the firefighters on a campaign fire — those that require a massive
military-style response, with base camps, platoons, and elite units —
are from small, local, volunteer fire departments. The Fire Districts
Association of California recently raised the alarm about the strain that
such deployments place on cash-strapped agencies. In a February,
2025 white paper called “Fighting Fire with Funding: The Urgent Need
for Adequate Fire Service Resources in California,” the Fire Districts
Association argued that, while demand for services and costs for
equipment continue to rise, funding has not kept up.

Mitch Franklin, the Chief of the Hopland Fire Department, knows this
well. Franklin is the County Coordinator with the California Office of
Emergency Services, which means that it's up to him to keep track of
who and what is available to deploy. Every Monday, the other fire chiefs
in the county use an app developed by Anderson Valley firefighter Fred
Ehnow, to update the status of their equipment and personnel. Not
only do they have to be ready to help their neighbors, but they have
to be sure they can maintain coverage of their own districts when their
engines and firefighters are drawn down.

“They are compensated,” Franklin acknowledges; and fairly, at that.
While firefighters are out on a campaign, which can add up to 95 days
out of the year, they are CAL OES (Office of Emergency Services )
employees, and they earn state firefighter wages. The state also pays
an hourly rate for the engines, though recently FEMA (the Federal
Emergency Management Agency) proposed a drastic reduction in the
rate.

That would be a severe blow to the mostly volunteer Hopland
department, which had to freeze two paid positions and sell some
equipment last year. “We're relying heavily on strike team revenue to
keep the lights on,” Franklin said bluntly. “Thank God for Measure P
and ToT, and the little bit of Prop 172. If we lost that, we’d have to
shut the doors here.” The ToT, or transient occupancy tax, is collected
at private campgrounds and RV parks. About $600,000 a year is split
among the county’s 22 fire departments.

In Anderson Valley, strike team revenue is useful, but not a lifeline.
“It's definitely helping,” Avila said. “We achieve some goals quicker, not
enough to sustain this department off of it. It's another way to help
us augment sending that apparatus out, but we do have to maintain
the equipment,” which is expensive. He thinks there has been “some
good progress” on negotiating the proposed reduction in the state’s
reimbursement fees for local engines that are used on campaign
fires, adding, “We want to help our neighbors out, but not where we're
bringing our own district down, as far as cost.”

Neighbors helping neighbors is a constant cost-benefit analysis,
and an ongoing process of negotiation. While it can be risky to send
firefighters and engines to another part of the state, there is real security
in knowing that the risk is reciprocal.

“California is really built on the mutual aid system,” Ukiah Valley
Fire’s Buckingham reflected. That’s because no one department, not
even those in large metropolitan areas, can be ready for a massive
catastrophe at all times. “We get our money back that we put in when
we go out of county,” he said of his agency. “You can make a little bit of
money for the department, but generally speaking, it's just for the good
of the state.”

As a strike team leader who has led firefighters on campaign fires, he
believes the experience drives home the whole point of the mutual aid
system. “The idea that we all need to pitch in and help each other out,
because we can’t deal with these large events by ourselves, is what
drives people’s participation in the program,” he said.

Avila concurs, adding that fighting intense blazes in a neighbor’s
backyard makes firefighters better at defending their own. “Hopefully
fires here are infrequent,” he said. “But if you go out on strike team,
for a long time, for multiple years, you come back with that knowledge.
That is way better than a training environment or sitting in a classroom
and talking about it. You get the benefit of seasoned firefighters that you
can bring home.”

seats up for election in November.
Trustee Area 3 on the Mendocino
County Board of Education has a
short-term seat up for election in
November.

Declaration of Candidacy forms
for the above offices are available
from the Office of the County

Clerk, 501 Low Gap Road, Room | TWO-PART TRAINING:

1020 in Ukiah; 707-234-6819

Deadline to file ,for th(;se ;)ﬁiceé SATU RDAY JULY 1 8
AND SATURDAY, JULY 25

Both sessions are _
from 10 am to 2 pm @
lunch included

630 S. Main Street

is August 7, 2026, unless an
incumbent doesn’t file, in which
case the deadline is extended to
August 12.

CAMPAIGN TRAINING,

MENDOCINO WOMEN'S
POLITICAL COALITION

presents

“RUNNING TO WIN”

%

Willits

at the Willits Community Theater through Sunday, July 26.
— Paula Chambers, Occidental

EDDEN HILIE e
| HEET SERVIGES |
Q FLEET MAINTENANCE & REPAIR 707-841 -3080

&) vor & BIT INSPECTIONS
€D n/c SERVICE & REPAIR
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how to run to win without costly consultants
and media budgets,” says Val Muchowski,
MWPC chair.

Campaign skills training will be facilitated by
certified trainers Lynda McClure of Boonville
and Val Muchowski of Philo. Besides skills
training, the day-long session will include a
campaign handbook and lunch.

Topics to be addressed are: making the
decision to run, getting started, developing
your message, fundraising, creating a solid
campaign team, getting endorsements,
scheduling, field operation, and media. The

Mendocino County in a network to support
issues particularly important to women and to
seek qualified women and men as candidates
for political and appointed office.

This training is co-sponsored by the Cloud
Forest Institute. Registration is $25, and for
MWPC members, the training is free.

For further information, contact Val
Muchowski  at  vjmuchowski@gmail.com
or Lynda McClure at (707) 272-0580 or
mcclurelynda48@gmail.com Mail your pre-
registration fee to: MWPC, PO Box 1140,
Ukiah, CA 95482.

Willits Environmental Center .

Designed for anyone thinking of Sklffs

running for office and those fraining

Planning te assist candidates. iy interactive
!

Skill building includes how to andfun.

get started, developing your

message, fund-raising, A H are

creating a solid campaign !

team, getting endorsements, Welﬁﬂme.

schrdﬁrfmg Sield operations,
and media.

Sponsored by the MWPC and the Cloud Forest Institute
Registration is $25, free to MWPC members
For more information, contact Val Muchowski at vimuchowski@gmail.com
or Lynda McClure at 707 272-0580, meclurelyndad8@gmail.com
Mail your pre-register fee to :MWPC, PO Box 2240, Ukiah CA 95482
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Donald Oberdorf
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"'SHELTER NEEDS YOU DON'T ALWAYS THINK ABOUT... @

LEGALNOTICES LEGALNOTICES

Donald Theodore “Obi” Oberdorf passed away peacefully at i
home on June 18, 2026, at the age of 81, surrounded by the love ' o HAND NITRII.E LAUNDRY =T} TOILET QI PAPER WW620 WWe16 wwe21 ComAn‘?;icll:kl)lipace Giﬁ?ﬁ:jozar\(dajaézle
of his family. ~ SOAP GLOVES CE] SOAP " PAPER u TOWELS Fictitious Business Fictitious Business Ranging between 1000 to - Deep Valley Christian
Obi was born on June 13, 1945, at St. Joseph Hospital in SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA Name Statement 202211?:1smmm 1%?10?] si/ft. sbm?hn office Ect;ool, d8535” Uva( Drive,
Eureka, California, to Ted and Audrey Oberdorf. Raised in Eureka, 2026-F0231 - with heatac, bathroom , edwood valey, (across
he graduated from Eureka High School with the Class of 1963. ' ) BLEACH & PRINTER r\ DISH ' COUNTY OF MENDOCINO R B TZeSZOILO:angoperstc:nsgress } 3;“;21(?:0336'03;3; xmerrgg Lr:m Bhuel E{:Iflga;att:rz
Soon after, he joined the CLEANING . Filed June 29, 2026 persons are doing business as Eﬂéndg M:)tor;"‘\ﬁot:’”;" ard Iocked sate. Ront pmy’ y
United States Air Force. 10 SUPPLIES PAPER SOAP CASE NUMBER 26CV03586 gm:w&vsirl(l)igo'c/zlesiggov Mechani, 200 orth $1000 to $1200 + dep, '
Stationed at Chanute Air 707_799_4;07. ' I n (_) BRCEGL LIPS minimum 6 mo. lease.
Fprce Base, Obil trained Our animals need a clean, safe, healthy environment every single day, t_,"‘ AMENDED ORDER TO SHOW Registered owner: Robyn iil?i;::; ﬁ;:fi;es lj?gg In Really 707-459- Room for Rent
pilots before receiving an . and these basic items help make that possible! @48 J e Q CAUSE - CHANGE OF NAME Cabrera, 25189 Blue Jay PI., William Walker, 200 North For rent master bedroom
honorable discharge in q TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: Willits, CA 95490. Humboldt Street, Willits, CA and bath. Private entrance,

1968.

After  his  military
service, Obi built a
career with Caltrans, the
Northwestern Pacific
Railroad, T. M. Herman
and Associates, and later
the City of Willits. He was

95490. no shared space, includes
For Rent
3 bed 2 bath, fresh paint,
new carpet, fenced yard,
double car garage, $1750
+ Deposit. 3 bed 2 bath,
two-story recently updated
with deck, $1600 + deposit.
2 bed 1 bath, new paint,

~ . : o= = Check our wishlist below or drop
: off donations! Every item makes a difference.
© ADDRESS:

9700 Uva Drive,
Redwood Valley, CA

Furry Friends
Hoping for a Home

This business is conducted by
an individual.

Petitioner; ROCHELLE HARN filed a petition with
the Mendocino County Superior Court for a decree
changing names as follows:

ROCHELLE MARIA HARN to ROCHELLE MARIE
HARN

The Court Orders that all persons interested in

refrigerator, utilities,
internet, AC. 1 person
50 or older. $800 month;
rental referral required.
805 259-9155.

This business is conducted
by an individual.

224 EMAIL:
info@hsimc.org

*, PHONE:
(707) 485-0123

© HOURS:
Wed & Fri 1-5pm | Sat & Sun: 11-3pm
(*Thurs by appointment)

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on June 29, 2026.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk
Recorder on June 29, 2026.

The registrant commenced
to transact business under
the fictitious business name
listed above on June 8, 2026.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk
Recorder on June 8, 2026.

RV/Trailer Space

admired for his strong this matter appear before this Court at the hearing /5/ Robyn Cabrera PR ———— i‘;aglzzg ;F’g:igggef'd%a?gf for Rent
work ethic, ~dedication, indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition Publication Dates: July 9, 16, Publication Dates: July 16, Lo Reaty 70n4sq. [ SPeceforRVsand Tralers
and willingness to help . 23 30, 2026 23, 30, August 6. 2026 Incoln - ~eally — starts at $500 per month,
wherever he was needsd. Beautiful Daze & Maze for change of name should not be granted. Any person 30, » 30, August 6, 4599 includes water & garbage.
In Myers Flat, he spent Daze is a beautiful male kitten with grey markings new to objecting o the name changes described above must Close t;’oiafe"‘(’;‘%;r)‘ e
’ the Humane Society shelter. As of July 11, Daze is 3 months, file a written objection that includes the reasons for The rest of Y

4696. See at hitp://www.
oaknvine.net/tp

countless hours fishing,

exploring redwoods, and wandering the rivers he loved. Those
adventures gave him a lifelong appreciation for nature and the
simple joys of the outdoors.

Obi was an avid reader with a curious mind and creative spirit.
He enjoyed writing poetry and stories, and he had a gift for
storytelling that delighted family and friends. His colorful tales,
quick wit, and jokes could bring laughter to any gathering.

PartyI From page 5

They also have workshops on ‘linking generations by
strengthening relationships.” For more info, visit: https:/
itccinc.org/the-mending-basket-resource-center/

2 weeks old, and weighs 2.4 pounds. He likes to play, and also
likes to cuddle in your lap. He’s litter-box trained, and loves treats.
Daze’s brother Maze, has beautiful orange markings, and weighs
2.7 pounds.

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino is located at
9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley. Feel free to visit us, no
appointments needed on Wednesday and Friday, 1 to 5 pm and
Saturday and Sunday, 11 am to 3 pm. Thursdays by appointment
only: Please call 707-485-0123 or email info@hsimc.org for an
appointment. Closed Monday and Tuesday. Fill out a foster or
adoption application on our website: www.mendohumanesociety.
com. Check out all of our available dogs and cats on our website,
on our Facebook page, and on www.petfinder.com.

the objection at least two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the
hearing to show cause why the petition should not be
granted. If no written objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: August 7, 2026, Time: 10 a.m. Dept: B
Superior Court of California, County of Mendocino
100 N. State Street
Ukiah Ca, 95482

(to appear remotely, check in advance of the hearing
for information about how to do so on the Courts
website. To find your courts website, go to www.
courts.ca.gov/find-my-court.htm)

Date: 6/29/2026
Publication Dates: July 16, 23, 30, August 6, 2026

The generosity of the Native population was much in 0L LS Al Ok Al

evidence. Any attendee could obtain a free commemorative
T-shirt with a design depicting the dancing and the sacred
flame which is kept burning inside the dance circle. The
design includes the red hand which is evocative of the
Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women, the MMIW,
which is often seen across the mouths of the women, to
depict their desire to not allow their sisters to be forgotten.
Commodities, which are certain staples provided by the U.
S. government, form a basis for much of what is available
to eat, and the Natives have created several tasty and
healthy dishes to share from these items. Lunch is free
to all, featuring tons of salmon which is expertly grilled to
perfection.

“Young Washington’

The Story: The historical period is the early 1750s.
George Washington is a

- young landowner/slave
owner who is working as
a surveyor in the Ohio

I River Valley. The land is

Above all, Obi cherished his family. He loved watching his
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren play sports and
pursue their dreams. He celebrated each accomplishment with
pride.

Obi was preceded in death by his parents, Ted and Audrey
Oberdorf, and his sisters, Barbara (Oberdorf) Herrera and Susan
Oberdorf.

He leaves behind his beloved wife, Leah (Clatty) Oberdorf; his
children, Michael Oberdorf (Jennifer); Amy (Oberdorf) Huggins
(Kevin); Norm Brown (Denice), Christine Brown Gibson, and
Melissa Brown; along with 10 grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren.

Those who knew Obi will remember a man who found joy in
life’s simple pleasures, whose humor brightened difficult days,

Dan Essman

Columnist

a British colony. But then
the French have built a
fort and are claiming the wild territory for France. The
local Indian tribes are fighting the British settlers and
the French invaders. A major war is on the verge of
starting: In our history books it's called the French
and Indian War.

George becomes the leader of a troop of colonial

Loving Nova

Beautiful Nova is a female Aussie / Shepherd mix, 3 years
old and 48 pounds, with a heart as big as her personality, Nova
loves people and is happiest when she’s spending time with her
humans. She already knows “sit,” has great indoor manners, and
is a calm, mellow companion around the house. When it comes
to other dogs, Nova prefers a proper introduction before making

From the commodities, fry bread has become a staple
of the culture, often with meat and vegetables tucked into
the concave fried bread. Sometimes, the fry bread alone

and whose greatest pride was always his family. His laughter, new frignds, so a meet-and-greet with any potential canine WW619 is enough. Other Native foods were available for the }/(;)lljurp]’ieeése olfy:Is:eoe sfht(leweBcrig:?h ?);Of:\i/gsgl?jtitelfss :r:Z
wisdom, and love will remain in the hearts of all who were siblings is recommended. SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA communal lunch. corgrades a%d © e G e 6 ek
fortunate enough t? knO\fl hlm' o RoTaTje ,:\]A%‘l?gﬁi“% %oi’:]tyt (,)Argri]n;al Sbr}'eclt?rr(’)riﬁ)cg-t;aeg :;[nz;?: 5P lam For those who didn’t want to wait for lunch, there were failures and the cost of poor decisions. This is the

In accordance with Obi's wishes, no formal services wil be held. n -, 15 op publ ' P COUNTY OF MENDOCINO vendors selling fry bread and cold drinks. The California ] origin story of our colonial hero George Washington.

Tuesday through Friday, and 10 am to 3 pm on Saturdays (closed

Highway Patrol had a booth with CHP officers Marin and My Thoughts: This flick does not glorify violence. It

ption application available at www.mendoanimalshelter. : . . . same time “Youna Washinaton” quite rightly portravs
° com. Call 707-463-4427 for more information. CASE NUMBER 26CV03587 to the tribes and offer to do car seat inspections, install , g gton quite rigntly portray
Blll car seats. We get grants where we also get to give out car the grit and courage of our colonial ancestors. | left
AMENDED ORDER TO SHOW IR : the movie understanding the conditions that our first
seats. Senior Drive Smart, a senior program. We can help ; 9
Barkelo Help Us Prevent Pet CAUSE - CHANGE OF NAME them to drive longer. We have a regular education part President endured and learned from as a young man.

George Washington was brave, and he was a man
of quality.

Parents: 10 years old and up. This flick captures the
era, and honors the difficulty of acting with courage.
It shows the costs of war. And it rightfully celebrates
the character of Washington. It's a darn good movie.

Willitsian  Daniel Essman prefers his reality
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:

Petitioner: MARIO SEIBEL filed a petition with the
Mendocino County Superior Court for a decree
changing names as follows:

MARIO JOSEPH ROVILLE-HARBULA to MARIO
JOSEPH SEIBEL

The Court Orders that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this Court at the hearing
indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition
for change of name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described above must
file a written objection that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court days before the matter

Overpopulation & Save Lives!
Posted by Humane Society of Inland Mendocino County

Every single dog and cat that comes through the doors at the
HSIMC is spayed or neutered before finding their forever home.
This crucial step reduces the homeless pet population and
ensures our local dogs and cats live healthier lives.

But staying on top of these
medical needs isn't cheap—these
vital surgeries cost our shelter
around $60,000 every single year.

We need your help to keep this
program running strong. By making
an annual pledge, you can directly
fund these life-saving procedures:

for younger kids. Driver safety, constructive driving, DU,
things like that,” explained Officer Marin. Sherwood Valley
Casino had games for kids and adults to play, basketball
throw, corn hole, and others, in which the participants
could win prizes.

Bill “Billy” Jack Barker
was bom in Arkansas & §
on July 31, 1932, but = &
spent most of his life
in California — many of
those years in Willits.
He died May 21, 2026.
You don't live 93 years
without making some bad
decisions along the way,
which he was truly sorry
for, but not his marriage to Lorri Torbet in 1953. In 73 years they
had good and bad years, but stuck together and helped each
other become better people.

Bill proudly served in the Army for three and a half years, was a
hard worker, and held the same job (shipping & receiving) for over

Next to the booth giving out free T-shirts, the raffle booth
was selling chances to win some great prizes, provided
by vendors, who were selling crafts, art, and goods at the
event. “Raffle tickets are $1 apiece, six tickets for $5, and a
wingspan for $25. My son David has been doing wingspan
for years, and he gets 42 tickets this year. We're going to
do five raffles in between dance groups,” said the woman
selling the tickets.

conducted a stop in
From page 4 the 200 block of East

Commercial Street and
Street and issued a warning. issued a citation.

9:00  pm:  Officers  11:48  pm:  Officers

block of South Main Street 1200 block of South Main

The rest of I

WPD

Crafts were being sold in a section of the event, mostly
by Native vendors. Marcia Christoff of Native Roots had

30 years. He was in the Lions for 20+ years, built sets for the local L& S /A $100 (Red): is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the | markings on her chin, three vertical lines. When asked the  and issued a warning. Street and issued a warning.
Willits Community Theatre, and helped with the early fundraising ok 7 ! Sponsors 2 animals per year hearing to show cause why the petition should notbe | ~Meaning, she stated, “It's acommitment to the roundhouse ~ 10:18  pm:  Officers June 28
for our beautiful hospital. (Lorri is so grateful for the loving care he $250 (Black): granted. If no written objection is timely filed, the court \év::crgnv(\j/:ndc?ems;ﬁbhIrc]jotijict’ra?[? a:u:e&%g:f] mﬁwrglr;g:}k\i(r?usr lcg{nductsd a ?tol\ﬁ) rr;ﬁa;\/lth'e u1|2)§45 -
recelved from he hospital and flom (e VA) Sponsors 5 anmals per year may grant the petition without hearing. and the medicine that you holg ’ ? ’ gt?er:? grlginsﬁerwgod Roilg condﬁcted aar:t.op nea:cfr::
Originally there was to be a gathering on August 1 but now $500 (Silver): ' . : . .
ginaly g g g OVERPOPULATION CONTINUOUS ( ) NOTICE OF HEARING The Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians’ Big Time ~and issued a waming. intersection of = Alameda

that is cancelled. Lorri will instead donate in Bill's memory to his
favorite places in Willits (Senior Center, Food Bank, WCT, and
the Lions Club). If you would like to honor your friend Bill, treat
someone to lunch or donate to your favorite organization. Thank

Sponsors 10 animals per year

$1,000 (Gold):
Sponsors 20 animals per year

was a confluence of dancing, spirituality, community, food, ~ 10:24  pm:  Officers  Avenue and South Main
and good medicine. conducted a stop in the 800  Streetand issued a warning.

block of South Main Street 1111 am:  Officers

Date: August 14, 2026, Time: 10 a.m. Dept: B

Superior Court of California, County of Mendocino

CRISIS PROBLEM

you for listening, and God bless.

25 Meals OnWheels

YOUR ANNUAL PLEDGE
Same STOPS THIS CYCLE DONATE &
+ Reduce homeless pet population by PLEDGE NOW
spaying & neutering all shelter animals.

= Create a healthier community for our

cats and dogs. &

https://mendohumanesociety.

$2,500 (Platinum):
Sponsors 50 animals per year

Whether you can give at a
specific tier or want to make a one-

etworkforgood.com/projects/

100 N. State Street
Ukiah Ca, 95482

(to appear remotely, check in advance of the hearing

Date: 6/29/2026

Locally raised in Willits,

organically fed and
pasture raised

Beef, Pork and Lamb

S — Contact Melissa at

and issued a warning.

June 27

4:51 pm:  Officers
conducted a stop near the

responded to a report of
vandalism in the 100 block
of Nancy Lane.

125 pm:  Officers

g ;‘;a'ﬁ,ﬂgi,';“e‘i gg;g;fgfk RTLE 164264-spay-neuter-pledge time contribution, every single dollar for information about how to do so on the Courts intersection of South Main responded to a report
VOLU NTEER helps us save more lives right here website. To find your courts website, go to www. Personal and Street and Monica Lane and ~ Suspicious activity in the 700
600006 #MendoSpayAndNeuter in Mendocino County. courts.ca.gov!ﬂnd-my-court.htm) EASTSIDE RANCH COmmerﬁ'akl)IOVders issued a citation. block of South Main Street.
S SEekii Make a difference—one meal at a time. + ' ' e areene 847  pm: Officers 10:24  pm:  Officers

conducted a stop near

conducted a stop in the 100
g VOLUNTEER NEEDED Publication Dates: July 16, 23, 30, August 6, 2026 (707) 513-5705 | eastsideranchwillits@gmail.com | block of West Commercial the intersection of East
15t & 34 THURSDAY Streetand issued awarning.  Commercial ~ Street  and
OF THE MONTH : . . 953  pm:  Officers _NorthdHumbo!dt Street and
MEALS NC Financial Grou MENDICTHO B S WiB ponductgd a stop near the eer awaming.
-'lk- ' A Wealth Management E‘(.:-mpuf}-‘ ‘/,( |\I/| :\]’l |6 ? $ /E\ Q .Dr $ E R \GI \; I|._I é : “ $ g 0o PlAall R intersection Of SOUth Mam 1157 pm: OfﬁCGI’S
WHEELS o8 COUGAR S CLOSET I ‘ ‘ HEALINGWENUTRITIONEHD F EIN|s|uU Street and Alameda Avenue initiated a ~vehicle  theft
RN By | ) MINI-STORAGE : 5 , YBXFSBREBMULSDBNTLUEEF . N and issued a waming. investigation in the 200
- Nicholas Casagrande, EA RAMAF SIBAXMMEDITATLTIDON 11:05 pm:  Officers block of Holly Street.
' CEO & Financial Advisor DNDLB CASERENTITYHWTITFSEG S Srs
4 GOT A PLACE FOR YOU THINGS! nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com E'IMHARLRSBUBCTMATEIXTE BMW B o Pl E 2 4 3 6 7 8 5 1 (®)
_ 317 Robert Drive WMM®RRM NS MEW TFYDIALBDN
Q m::ltt: = WI"ItS, CA 95490 Call us today! [OR%A0] 207 W Stephenson St, Ukiah, CA 95482 E 4\ E LE\ é\ é fl \EI 3 )C( 2 g X $ ﬁ $ Ié 2 \; ¥ L[S NIDIEID 1 S 9 41213 716 8
@1030“1_200 B (855) 240-6606 675 5 Main St, Willits, CA 95490 1IN T "Y1 I Y oju AlY]S 816|719]|5]11]13]14]2
o ME e _F' 12TH M h FREE' (415) 480-3669  [QEE www.ncfinancialgroup.com E W XS HL BV F H X&ANEN F I I F O W B | R LIE|E 5 8 6 2 4 7 o 3 1
Help local Alg Meals on Wheels truck Ont _ N ST REAEOLTDHOUWRYRRSLNELT
seniors Wﬁfﬂ S e Investments | Tax Planning | Insurance | Business Solutions | Retirement TR . I/-I\ weph e x E S| T 71214 3 1 o s8l|ls5|e6
& DRIVERSLICENiEREQUIRED WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE YW I T AY UBU VLS NHATWIESSB D T A s olalilslslselzal=12
YAOTILFSOND Y SEEWVIATTEG
WILLITS SENIOR CENTER For more information GENFOTIYVHLVYEGSWAYXUTIEF R ! £ 4 1 S 713|2 619]|5
ﬁ 1501 BaechtelRd. please contact Joliana NLGRATITUDEURBSHSOTCH I E E
Wilits, CA 95490 (707)-459-6826 Ext. 6 XCLAISEXTVATATEYNROMN 5 S S 319|211 |6|514|8]|7
_._%TLNES' WWWOoXG6NXMHTGNERTSEMGH . . . sl7zlslslolalil213
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Gleaner mini-grants have put smiles
on the faces of 7 inland Mendocino County

farmers this month.
Submitted by Karen Gridley for Grateful Gleaners

Proceeds from the Grateful Gleaners plant sale held in May of this year allowed the
Gleaner group to extend an invitation to local farmers to apply for small grants that would
help them purchase tools to increase their efficiency and thereby reduce labor costs,
or to purchase seeds, supplies or equipment that would improve food quantity, quality,
processing or storage capacity.

Most of this year’s recipients are small individual farms or family-run operations that
provide vegetables, fruit, mushrooms, or meat for local consumption, either through
Farmers Markets, food stands, grocery markets, or restaurants. Some of these farmers
donate a portion of their harvest to Willits Community Services and Food Bank and Willits
Daily Bread.

Grant recipients this year include:
+ Mike Adams of Nurturing Seeds Farm, Willits
* Robert Ayers, Exley Lane Farm Stand, Willits

- - L A * Keith Michalak, Golden Rule Gardens, Ridgewood Ranch
Above: Willits’ own Robert Ayers, known as “Robo,” was awarded a small Grateful Gleaners grant for . : :
improving his farm operations at 880 Exley Lane and Hearst-Willits Road. The grant was specifically Elyse and Patrick King, Solo Acre Farm, Redwood Valley
to improve soil quality so that he can continue to offer 100% organic, bio-dynamic greens and + Michiel and Thea Rueb, Mulligan Gardens, Laytonville
vegetables at his Exley Lane farm stand, open on Saturdays from 8 am. Calls for pick-up during the . . ) . )
week can be made at (707) 380-9988. To check out Robo’s farm stand, follow West Mendocino until it * Regina Dickson and Nicolas Johnson, Carnivore Ranch Market, Laytonville

becomes Exley Lane. Payment is in cash or Veno. » Shai Schnall, a School of Adaptive Agriculture applicant

Above, left: The addition of some Mrs. Meyer’s
lavender cleaning concentrate makes a perfect
cleaning solution when added to lavender-infused
vinegar. Above, right: Bees get the first round of
lavender use poking their heads in and gathering
| pollen from the delicate blooms. At right, from

top: One large and established bush of lavender

\\ =2 i A A " shoots up hundreds of stems with aromatic stems.

: : 5, & $t Once the bees are done, lavender stems are cut

b Photo by Maureen Je%sa\ ~ -0 - ; b and dried, and seeds are removed from the stems.

i, S F ASEAN This little bee is hard at work this morning, visiting
several flowers on the same stalk.

Lavender Vinegar — a tribute to

Sue Hardin and Green Clean

This is kind of one of those, if you know, you know,
situations, but I'm happy to share a great memory for
some, and a great new idea perhaps for others.

Celebrating

Summer Salad

Measure all of the below with your
heart, add and subtract additional items as
desired, but this was a good salad, indeed!

+  Giant pile of mixed greens from the
Willits Farmers Market

+  Sliced peaches (i
you're lucky, you
can score some
from Potter Valley’s
Langdon Day Farm
— they're divine!)

Sue Hardin was an amazing person and an incredible
house cleaner, and had all sorts of glorious
solutions for dirt, grime and gross. Every time
she cleaned, the house was left with this
intoxicating lavender aroma, and once she
retired, she told me the magic recipe, so |
could still use it, and pretend she was still here.

, It's hilariously simple: Take dried lavender

farm

3
«  Sliced cherry ?i / seeds and funnel them into a jug of plain white
tomatoes 3 3§ vinegar. Let it sit and soak over several months,
«  Plump fresh §i and once it takes on a brownish hue, strain out
blueberries § the seeds and return vinegar to jar.

When you're ready to clean, pour one to two
quarts of the vinegar into a gallon of water, and add
anywhere from a quarter of a cup to a full cup of lavender-
+  Sprinkling of toasted slivered almonds scented Mrs. Meyer's Multi Surface Concentrate into the

«  Drizzle of Edenberry Farm's Sweet Blackberry & jug. Mix it up and pour out into a spritzer bottle or into mop
Raspberry Balsamic Reduction (available at Willits ~ Water for a wonderful-smelling and rather effective cleaner.

Farmers Market!) If you time things well, there can be a good rotation of
— Maureen Jennison  One year's vinegar soaking, while you use the previous
year’s solution, and keep rotating as such. Happy cleaning!

+  Sliced avocado
«  Sprinkling of pepitas

— Maureen Jennison

ESTD. 1993 Below: Last year’s lavender vinegar sits in the old vinegar jug
% <7 on the porch, waiting to be needed for mopping, cleaning and
general good smells.

PR WILLITS

POWER & HARDWARE
HONDA - HUSQVARNA - STIHL « MQ - CARHARTT
Lawn & Garden Equipment = Generators

I\Iﬂ BAB nﬂvs BIEGINE Sales, Parts & Service = Pick-up & Delivery

1600 S. Main St. Sales/Parts: 707 459-6420
Lic# 679517 Willits, CA 95480 Service: 707 459-0596
24900 N. HWY 101 willitspower@gmail.com Fax: 707 459-6369

IN WILLITS 707-459-5859

BR O W N S i(?u'iis & DIGSEI

" Pay at the Pll_ﬁlp

£Q  RandaliCantua, LUTCF
FARMERS 2

Cantua Insurance Agency

16 W. Valley St. Willits CA 95490
786 Redwood Drive

Garberville, CA 95542

Tel 707.459.3276

Tel 707.923.2179

Fax 707.923.9550
rcantua@farmersagent.com
0C67822

INSURANCE

7am - 10pm

459-4854

1799 So. Main St.

“Family owned since 1983" P.0. Box 428
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