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Above, from left: Hometown Celebration is fun for all ages, including this three-generation Waters/Crelly group. Donna Blake, left, 
smiles with Janie Newby. Rhett Campbell, complete with mullet power, delightfully holds on tight to the mechanical bull. Tara and her 
daughter Dakota, at left, smile with Mina Mendez, holding daughter Azul, and Clay King at the 2026 Hometown Celebration. Below: 
Tom Girdauskas smiles back at the camera as he and other musicians played impromptu tunes for the silk aerialists, as they moved in 
similarly impromptu motions, wrapping and spinning in the air, suspended from the metal pyramid.

Photos by Maureen Jennison

At top, from left: Windi Kvasnicka talks with a customer at her Pampered Chef booth. The streets and sidewalks were filled with booths 
and patrons. Alex Rounds, left, smiles with Willits Community Services and Food Bank Executive Director Wendy Copperfield. Above, 
from left: Mike, Mary and Grady Fonsen smile with horse Bo and sister Sarah, on top, at the 4-H Petting Zoo. Tacos, pizza, BBQ, sweets 
and more were all offered in the food area. Aerialists dangled high in the sky. Below, left: Willits Lions Club helped serve beer and wine 
during the event. The Little Lake Fire Department’s antique truck gave rides to delighted attendees. At bottom, from left: A cat, dressed 
as a bat, watched the celebration from mom’s shoulder. Hatake Farms and Waldorf School both offered goodies to eat. Maggie was 
proud of her axe-throwing skills, which even earned her a Chapstick prize, at the Redwood Community Services booth.

Hangin’ at Hometown
Crowd-filled success as community comes out for first event 

of Willits Frontier Days’ Centennial Celebration
The cooler weather was perfect for the community to 

take the opportunity to hang out downtown last Friday and 
celebrate the official beginning of the 2026 Willits Frontier 
Days events at Friday’s Hometown Celebration.

The stretch of Main Street between Wood Street and 
Commercial Street was closed to traffic, allowing booths, 
activities, food, music, performances, and more to all be 
showcased on the streets, sidewalks, and parking lots.

The food court offered tasty sweet and savory treats; 
aerialists took to the skies on colorful ropes; a petting zoo 
held a horse, cow, goats, and chickens; many vendors had 

interactive activities at their stations, including games with 
prizes, raffles and more; face painting, balloon animals, 
and henna tattoo booths were all big hits again this year; 
and live music by Double Standyrd and others rang out on 
the streets for dancing and general enjoyment.

The event ran from 5 to 9 pm and was organized by 
Willits Frontier Days event chairs Jake Whitehurst and 
Ashtan Bloomquist of J.D. Redhouse and Co.

For a full schedule of upcoming events see the spread 
in this week’s paper, or visit www.WillitsFrontierDays.com.

– Maureen Jennison

Shanachie 
Pub named 

Business Art 
Champion of 

2026
Submitted by Arts 
Council of Mendocino 
County 

The Board of Directors 
of the Arts Council of 
Mendocino County is 
pleased to announce the 
2026 Mendocino County 
Arts Champion Honorees.

Mendocino County Arts 
Champions, nominated 
each year by community 
members and selected 
by the Arts Council of 
Mendocino County 
board of directors are 
recognized in the following 
categories: Artist: Dr. 
Wenbo Yin; Individual: 
Chris Pugh; Educator; 
Marilyn Bohlen Simpson; 
Arts Organization: Pacific 
Textile Arts, Business: 
Shanachie Pub, and 
Honorable Mention: the 
Lot on Main. The honorees 
this year were nominated 
by the community in April 
2026, in honor of California 
Arts Culture and Creativity 
Month.

Shanachie Pub, located 
at 50 South Main Street in 
Willits, is the arts champion 
in the Business category. 
Shanachie Pub is the 
home for original music in 
Mendocino County, offering 
20 taps with micro brews. 
A community nominator 
shares: “Owner Pete 

Community 
Development 
report for May

Posted by Community 
Development Department

The City of Willits 
Community Development 
Department submitted its 
monthly report for May at 
the Willits Council Council’s 
June 24 meeting.

Monthly Achievements 
& Activities

• Issued 11 Building 
Permits - .8 in April

• Opened 4 Code 
Enforcement Cases - 2 in 
April.

• Closed 1 Code 
Enforcement Case - 9 in 
April.

• Total of 48 Active Code 
Enforcement Cases - 45 
in April.

The Community 
Development Department 
averaged 9.6 calendar 
days to issue April Building 
Permits. Over-the-counter 
permits (reroofs/minor 
electrical) are typically 
issued on the day of 
submission and are not 
included in the average 
processing timeline. 
Timeline includes time for 
the Fire Department to 
complete required review 
for certain permits.

Project Updates
• Willits Housing 

Rehabilitation Loan 
Program

Measure A 
college bond 
not achieving 
55% majority

Submitted by Mendocino 
College

Current election results 
show that a majority of 
voters in the Mendocino-
Lake Community College 
District support Measure 
A. However, the measure 
requires a super-majority 
of 55% to pass, and the 
statistical trend indicates 
Measure A will not reach 
that threshold. Final 
election results may take 
until early July to be 
certified, and Mendocino 
College will continue to 
monitor the official count.

Mendocino College 
extends its sincere 
gratitude to everyone 
who participated in the 
democratic process. 
Every vote reflects civic 
engagement, and every 
conversation over the 
past several months has 
helped illuminate what 
communities throughout 
Mendocino and Lake 
counties need, value, and 
hope for from their local 
community college.

“Mendocino College has 
always existed on behalf 
of and for the community,” 
said Tim Karas, President/
Superintendent of 
Mendocino College. “While 
this is not the outcome 
many of us hoped for, 
we are deeply grateful to 
everyone who took the 

Agency, 
community 

searchers find 
lost Fort Bragg 

boy, 10  
By Lt. James Elmore for 
MCSO   

On June 17, 2026 at 
3:23 pm, Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies were dispatched 
to a residence in the 30500 
block of Highway 20 in Fort 
Bragg regarding a report of 
a missing 10-year old boy. 

Responding deputies 
contacted family members 
and learned the child was 
last seen running toward a 
heavily wooded area north 
of the residence. Based on 
the circumstances and the 
child’s individual needs, 
deputies determined he 
was at risk and immediately 
initiated a search of the 
surrounding area with 
assistance from family 
members and the Fort 
Bragg Fire Department.

Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Search and 
Rescue volunteers were 
requested and responded 
to the area to assist. 
Approximately 16 members 
of the SAR team conducted 
search efforts throughout 
the night. Several clues 
were located that helped 
define search areas; 
however, the child was not 
immediately found. 

The California Office of 
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Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and 
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters 
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To 
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication 
from any one writer to once every four weeks.

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address 
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of 
residence will be published. Deadline is end of day Monday for each 
Thursday edition. No letters from an anonymous source will be 
published, although a request to withhold the writer's name will be 
considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from our readers

Volume 14, Number 644

The rest of
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(707) 459-6791
208 E. San Francisco Ave.

sparetimegardencenter.com

STORE  HOURS
Mon - Sat 8 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

SALESALE

SAVESAVE  50%50%  ON ALL STOCKON ALL STOCK

DON’T FORGET! COOLERS

WHY USE COLD CREEK COMPOST?

CLOSE
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LOOP
SAVE

MONEY
REDUCE

ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT

GROW
MORE

coldcreekcompost.com
(707) 485-5966
       @ColdCreekCompost

COUGAR’S CLOSET II
MINI-STORAGE

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

Lincoln Realty 
1661-A South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

12TH Month FREE!
WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

707-259-0159 or 707-459-4599

Above, from left: Ned LeDoux plays at the Willits Frontier Days Rodeo Grounds. Hosford brothers Wade, Tate and Daniel had fun 
running around the grounds and listening to the live music. Bruce Cartwright serves up cups of cold beer from the booth. Below: A full 
stage set-up was erected in the arena at the Willits Frontier Days grounds for the live concert by Ned LeDoux and opener Buck Ford.

Andrew and Laurin Hosford 
dance to the songs of Buck 
Ford, the concert’s opener.

Jenn Drew dances with her son Taylor who also expertly keeps his drink handy mid-shimmy. Evelyn Persico and daughter Kathy Graves 
smile at the concert. Attendees were able to come stand in the arena to get a closer look and listen to the county singers. Pat Persico 
and Matt Jennison take a quick moment to smile for the camera as they caught up on the gold ol’ days. Below, left: Lisa Arkelian swings 
around the arena with her dance parter. Below, left: Ned LeDoux performed original songs, as well as singing some of his famous father 
Chris LeDoux’s hit songs, too, and even had a solo drum session where he took over the set and showed off his drumming skills.

Country 
Concert

Ned LeDoux and Buck Ford 
sing live on Saturday at Willits 
Frontier Days rodeo grounds

It was back in 2019 when singer-songwriter Ned LeDoux, 
son of famed country singer Chris LeDoux, came to the 
Willits Frontier Days rodeo grounds to put on a performance, 
and even though some time has passed, the music and 
show was still just as good, singing some of his originals, 
as well as some classics from his dad’s catalog.

Attendees were welcomed to come into the arena where 
they could dance, cheer and watch the performance in 
close quarters, or enjoy the view from the stands of the 
large stage set up in the middle of the arena.

The show was opened by Buck Ford, who played about 
a 45 minute set starting at 6 pm, and then LeDoux took the 
stage, wrapping up the show around 8:45 pm.

– Maureen Jennison

Ned LeDoux plays to the crowd at the arena.

Photos by 
Maureen 
Jennison

Emergency Services was contacted, and mutual aid was 
requested from outside SAR agencies. In the early morning 
hours of June 18, 2026, approximately 75 additional 
searchers arrived and were assigned search areas based 
on information gathered during the initial operations.

 At approximately 8:35 am, a SAR team utilizing electric 
mountain bikes located the child sleeping in a small, 
abandoned shack approximately 1 mile from the residence. 
The child appeared uninjured, was reunited with his family, 
and was transported by ambulance to a local hospital for a 
precautionary medical evaluation. 

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office would like to 
thank the following agencies and organizations for their 
assistance in achieving a safe resolution: 

•	 Mendocino County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue 
•	 California Office of Emergency Services
•	 Marin County Search and Rescue
•	 Napa County Search and Rescue 
•	 Sonoma County Search and Rescue 
•	 Humboldt County Search and Rescue 
•	 Lake County Search and Rescue 
•	 CALSAR 
•	 Bay Area Mountain Rescue Unit 
•	 Santa Clara County Search and Rescue 
•	 Hundreds of community volunteers 
The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office would also like to 

thank Harvest Market in Fort Bragg for its generous donation 
of deli sandwiches to support the search volunteers.
Editor’s Note: Mendocino County Sheriff Matt Kendall also 
posted a thank you on his Facebook page, as follows: 

“I wanted to take a moment to thank all of the search 
and rescue volunteers who came to assist in Mendocino 
County this morning,” Sheriff Kendall wrote. “Members of 
our teams and several other teams arrived for the 6 am 
briefing in Fort Bragg ready to deal with whatever was 
thrown at them. The successful rescue of this lost child was 
a huge accomplishment.

“I also wanted to thank the community members who 
assisted with canvassing the neighborhoods on foot and 
in vehicles. Also a huge thank you to our friends at Harvest 
Market and several other businesses who made sure the 
needs of our searchers were met.

“Thank you to our local media who helped get this 
information out to the public which prompted many folks to 
assist as well.

“The prayers and outpouring of support for this family 
was incredible and shows what a solid community does for 
their members.

“Thank you to all who assisted and to all the folks who 
were sharing prayers and positive thoughts and support for 
this family and our personnel.  God bless every one of you.”

Who will be liable?
To the Editor:
Washington is getting involved in California’s 
Eel River plans and I think that we should all 
watch carefully. Recent history has shown 
a great deal of chaos and miscalculations 
regarding data centers, our allies, the war 
in Iran, the beautification of Washington, the 
national debt and the redistribution of the 
Colorado River waters.
On the other hand, we see positive reports on 
the restoration of the Klamath, the Colombia 
River estuary, McKenzie River, and the Snake 

River. These projects are correcting mistakes 
made by earlier bad decisions to reshape 
geography to fit the needs of some over 
others. 
Geographically, the Eel River runs north 
through four California counties. Its watershed 
encompasses 3,971 square miles. Redwoods, 
salmon, indigenous tribes, bountiful wildlife, 
and rural communities that were all served by 
the flow. The decline of the Eel River salmon 
is symbolic of the effect this has had on all of 
the watershed and its inhabitants.
Historically, powerful companies and 
individuals have redistributed the life force of 

our rivers for their own purposes. Politicians 
direct the process by selectively choosing who 
is involved in decision-making. Public relations 
gurus distract the issue with confusing labels 
and misinformation.
Why shouldn’t rich counties give up wasteful 
overconsumption so that poor counties have 
an opportunity to prosper with the return 
of their natural resources … the Eel River, 
the redwoods, the salmon, recreational 
and hospitality opportunities, as well as 
sustainable farms and ranches.
The decision was made to take down the 
dams. They are near earthquake faults, have 
design flaws, laughable fish ladders and 
dangerous siltation. Who will be liable when 
the dams fail, and why is southern California 
getting involved?

Dee Mullen, Round Valley

NCO’s core services 
endure amid program changes

Posted by NCO 
June 11 – North Coast Opportunities, 

Inc. is a nonprofit Community Action 
Agency serving Lake and Mendocino 
Counties, with additional programs in 
Humboldt, Sonoma, Del Norte, Napa, 
and Solano Counties. Founded in 1968, 
NCO provides opportunities to low-
income and disadvantaged individuals 
to become self-reliant through a wide 
range of services and community-based 
initiatives.

With a dedicated team of over 200 
employees and thousands of volunteers, 
NCO manages an annual budget of 
approximately $39 million and is a proud 
member of the national Community 
Action Partnership network. Through 
responsive advocacy, engagement, and 
services, NCO continues to strengthen 
communities across Northern California.

Through myriad programs NCO has 
provided incalculable benefits to the 
community. Yet recently, due to funding 
cuts, a weakening economy, and rapidly 
changing federal policies, NCO has been 
required to scale back and reconsider 
the appropriateness of some programs. 
NCO has struggled to keep up with the 
almost daily shifts in federal funding and 
requirements that have been handed 
down over the last year and a half. 
In the stress of responding to these 
changes, we have not communicated 
our approaches and intentions as well 
as we would have liked.

We can’t always do everything we 
would like, and when we need to, or are 
forced to, scale back services, we hope 
our communities will be understanding. 
Our community Impact programs have 
been the most vulnerable to these 
recent changes. These programs 
include the Caring Kitchen, the Gardens 
Project, Healthy Mendocino, Leadership 
Mendocino, and Walk & Bike Mendocino. 
We believe all these programs provide 
exceptional benefits to the community 
and would love to see them fully funded. 
We are working to find the resources to 
revive them in some capacity.

NCO programs that are continuing 
to provide undiminished programming 
include Head Start, Early Head Start, 
Rural Communities Child Care, Vision 
Family Resource Center, Redwood 
Caregiver Resource Center, Mendo-
Lake Food Hub, the Build Program, and 
Lake County Home Hardening. We have 
solid funding for these programs and 
have no concerns about our ability to 
continue to provide these core services.

After extended conversations with the 
Community Foundation of Mendocino 
County, the West Company, and other 
local organizations, we are handing 
the Leadership Mendocino Program 
over to the Community Foundation. 
This will relieve us of an administrative 
and financial burden while moving the 
program to an organization that is a 

better mission-based fit.
Recently, NCO attracted negative 

publicity for the closure of the State 
Street community garden. This is an 
unfortunate outcome, only partially 
attributable to the Gardens Projects’ 
reduced staffing. While reduced staffing 
led to poor communication on our part, 
the garden has been closed due to 
the owner’s unwillingness to continue 
donating the use of the property.

We greatly appreciate the 20-year 
loan of the property and do not want to 
see the owner vilified for no longer being 
able to continue the donation. There 
are no bad guys in this situation, just an 
unfortunate situation. We are doing what 
we can to find new funding opportunities 
for the Gardens Project program, which 
has built and supported 55 gardens in 
Mendocino and Lake counties since 
2007.

Unfortunately, we have also been 
forced to retire the Caring Kitchen 
program. This was a painful loss for all 
of us. Caring Kitchen has been shaped 
by the care, time, and commitment of 
dedicated volunteers and staff. Because 
of their efforts, community members 
battling cancer have received not only 
nourishing meals but also connection, 
dignity, and consistency. That impact 
will continue to be felt throughout our 
community. Similar programs throughout 
the state are facing similar struggles.

These challenges all converged as 
we welcomed Dan McIntire as our new 
Chief Executive Officer. We believe Dan 
has done an exceptional job of helping 
us navigate through these extraordinarily 
difficult times. Sometimes it feels like no 
good deed goes unpunished, and Dan 
has taken the brunt of the criticisms that 
have come NCO’s way.

As the NCO Board of Directors, we 
stand behind and support Dan’s work 
and are committed to continuing to work 
to alleviate the impacts of poverty in 
our service area. Finally, we ask for our 
community’s support and patience as 
we navigate these difficult times.
North Coast Opportunities, Inc. is a 
nonprofit Community Action Agency 
serving Lake and Mendocino Counties, 
with additional programs in Humboldt, 
Sonoma, Del Norte, Napa, and Solano 
Counties. Founded in 1968, NCO 
strengthens communities by providing 
opportunities for individuals and families 
to build stability and self-reliance 
through a wide range of services and 
community-based initiatives. NCO 
is a proud member of the national 
Community Action Partnership network. 
Through advocacy, engagement, 
and services, NCO supports vibrant, 
inclusive, and resilient communities 
across Northern California. For more 
information visit www.ncoinc.org or call 
(707) 467-3200.

Amateur Radio 
Field Day, June 27, 
to focus on ‘Skill, 
Service, Science’

Submitted by Tim Hanna, WARS
Members of the Willits Amateur 

Radio Society will be participating 
in the national amateur radio 
Field Day exercise, this Saturday, 
June 27 in the grove at Baechtel 
Grove Middle School. Since 
1933, ham radio operators across 
North America have established 
temporary ham radio stations in 
public locations during Field Day to 
showcase the science and skill of 
amateur radio. This event is open 
to the public from 11 am to 6 pm on 
Saturday. Please follow the signs 
and enter the grove via the gate 
near the intersection of Magnolia 
and Madrone streets.

Field Day is a showcase for how 
amateur radio works reliably under 
any conditions from almost any 
location to create an independent 
communications network. Ham 
radio functions completely 
independent of the internet or cell 
phone infrastructure, can interface 
with laptops or smartphones, and 
can be set up almost anywhere in 
minutes.

In today’s connected world, 
ham radio remains one of the best 
ways for people to learn about 
electronics, physics, meteorology, 
and numerous other scientific 
disciplines, and is a huge asset to 
any community during disasters or 
emergencies when the standard 
communication infrastructure goes 
down.

Anyone may become a licensed 
amateur radio operator. There are 
more than 750,000 licensed hams 
in the United States, as young 
as 9 and as old as 100. And with 
clubs like the Willits Amateur Radio 
Society, it’s easy for anybody to get 
involved right here in Mendocino 
County. For more information 
regarding Field Day or amateur 
radio in general, please email Tim 
at tdhanna@msn.com.

Senior Center menu 
for the week 

Willits Senior Center is serving 
lunch in its indoor dining room, 
Monday through Friday, from 11:45 
am to 1 pm. Drive-through lunches 
are available from 12 to 12:45 pm, 
outside the Senior Center, 1501 
Baechtel Road. Due to increasing 
food costs, dine-in and to-go meals 
are now $9.
Thursday, June 25: Chicken 
Marsala
Friday, June 26: Turkey, Stuffing, 
Gravy, Veggies, Roll
Monday, June 29: BBQ w/Sides
Tuesday, June 30: Chicken Salad 
Sandwich
July Menu n/a 
Activities: Bingo on Friday nights, 
5 to 7 pm. Exercise class weekday 
mornings from 9 to 10 am. 
Meals on Wheels: The Senior 
Center Meals on Wheels program 
delivers lunch Monday through 
Friday, excepting holidays. To sign 
up call Joliana at 459-6826, who 
can help fill out the application 
form. Call 459-6826 the day before 
Read the rest of

Meals
Over on page 4
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Father’s Day 
Breakfast

Dads, families and friends enjoy a special 
Sunday morning at the Senior Center 

By the end, 165 fathers, mothers, and kids enjoyed a hearty breakfast in honor of 
Father’s Day on June 21. The Willits Senior Center created a meal befitting the occasion, 

scrambled eggs, vegetarian casseroles, or chili rellenos, biscuits 
and gravy, all-you-can-eat pancakes, fruit, juice, coffee, and a 
good time with one’s family and friends. There has been a Father’s 
Day since 1910, when it was proposed by Sonora Smart Dodd 

of Washington state who wanted to honor her father. In 1972, President Richard Nixon 
declared it a national holiday.

“It’s just like our regular pancake breakfast; except we’re acknowledging fathers,” said 
Executive Director Richard Baker. “We moved the date from the second Sunday of the 
month to the actual Father’s Day, which falls on the third Sunday of the month, and we are 
giving away free Bloody Marys to all the fathers, 21 and older, and we’re lowering the price 
to $10 for all the fathers.

 “Virginia Jorge, a board member, is in charge of the breakfast,” Baker continued. “She 
has done this for many years for us. 
She has a whole group of volunteers 
that help her – about 13 volunteers it 

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW  T O 
S U D OK U

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once in 
each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

AMUSING
BANTER

CHUCKLE
COMEDY

FACETIOUS
FUNNY

GUFFAW
HILARITY

IRONY
JESTING
JOCULAR

LEVITY
MERRIMENT

PARODY
PUNCHLINE

QUIP

SATIRE
SLAPSTICK
SNICKER
TEDIUM
TICKLE

UPROARIOUS
WITTICISM

ZANY

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal S. American  
      rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Excitedness
 16. Armed Forces branch
 17. Actor Harris
 18. Middle Eastern capital
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to ‘Pa’
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Reduce light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or more
 30. Absence of difficulty
 31. A public announcement 
       of a proposed marriage
 33. Whittles
 34. Impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river
 40. Prehistoric people
 43. Messenger ribonucleic  
       acid
 44. __ Clapton, musician
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English dictionary  
       (abbr.)
 50. Singer Hansard

 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Former AL MVP Vaughn
 59. Off-Broadway theater  
       award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
 64. Relating to passerine  
        birds
 65. Arrange systematically

CLUES DOWN
  1. Colorless fluid
  2. Of a main artery
  3. Photographer’s tool
  4. Blues Traveler hit ‘But __’
  5. Grew older
  6. Not the leader
  7. __ Lang (country singer)
  8. A driver’s license is one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Wildebeests
 13. Equal to one quintillion  
       bytes
 14. Japanese three-stringed  
       lute
 15. Type of cat
 20. It cools your home
 21. The ancient Egyptian 
       sun god

 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. Measurement unit
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action committee
 34. Snack food
 35. Front part of a quadruped
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. __, myself and I
 40. City in Utah
 41. They play in the trenches
 42. ‘Can’t Touch This’ rapper  
       __ Hammer
 44. Type of tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick
 50. Needles
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Atomic #11
 54. Large fish of the  
       mackerel family
 55. Not any
 57. __ and behold
 61. Popular sports highlight 
       show (abbr.)
 62. ‘The Great Lakes State’

The rest of
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The unmatched precision of da Vinci 5 robotic technology 
We’ve equipped our expert surgeons with new 5th-generation da Vinci robotic technology. The most 
advanced surgical technology in the world, it helps your body heal faster than ever before. So now you 
can get compassionate care, close to home, with faster recovery times — to help you enjoy everything 
you were made for.

More state-of-the-art robotic surgeries.
Faster recovery times.

Learn more at  
AdventistHealth.org/MendoRobotics

Read the rest of
Breakfast Over on page 9

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above: By 9 am, the dining room was filled with hungry Father’s Day eaters. At right, from top: The 
long tables were to accommodate groups of friends who wouldn’t fit at the round tables. Rotarian 
Cathie Gernhardt spoons out some fresh scrambled eggs to finish the plating. For many of the 
breakfast attendees, this was a family event. Kristina, Gerry, and Barbarie Gonzalez enjoyed this 
meal together At far right, from top: Volunteer Carolyn Ponikvar saw that everybody had plenty of 
juice – and Bloody Marys for the dads. Volunteer coordinator Joliana Rosado writes the specials on 
the white board. Diana Mann takes a breakfast order from Valerie Boman. At right, bottom: Pancakes 
came with all of the orders. Some had eggs and bacon or sausage. Some had biscuits and gravy.

Photos by Mathew Caine

• $553,857 allocated (2019–2023 
funding cycle)

• Now accepting applications for 
$25,000–$50,000 no-interest loans

• Program supports rehabilitation of 
owner-occupied affordable housing

• For more information, property owners 
may contact Phil Davidson at pdavidson@
cityofwillits.org or 707-459-7153
Willits City Pool

• City Pool opened to the public on June 
8th and will remain open through August 
14th.

• Pool schedule and list of available 
activities can be found on the Community 
Development Department Facebook page 
or the City of Willits website.

• Seasonal pool staff hiring is complete.
Solicitation of Applications for 
a Cannabis Activity Dispensary 
Permit

• The City of Willits is soliciting 
applications for one available Medical 
Cannabis Dispensary Permit. City Code 
limits the number of permitted Medical 
Cannabis Dispensaries to three citywide.

• Application materials and program 
information are available through the 
Community Development Department and 
the City website.

•The application deadline is June 25, 
2026, at 3:00 p.m. Pacific Time.
Clean Canvas Event (Clean 
California Grant)

• The 3rd Annual Clean Canvas Event 
occurred on June 3rd at Bud Snider Park.

• Around 40 artists of all ages 
participated in a chalk art contest with 
several winning artists announced in the 
Willits Weekly.
Highway 20 Corridor Planning Grant

• The City of Willits, in partnership with 

the Mendocino Council of Governments 
(MCOG), was awarded a $188,000 
planning grant to fund the Highway 20 
Multimodal Circulation & Intersection 
Improvement Study.

• The study will evaluate safety and 
circulation challenges for pedestrians, 
cyclists, drivers, and transit users along 
the Highway 20 segment between Walker 
Road and Cropley Lane
Regional Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) Mitigation Program

• City staff is working with Mendocino 
Council of Government (MCOG) and 
member jurisdictions to develop a VMT 
Mitigation Program to assist local agencies 
with implementing SB 743 requirements.
Staffing Items

• No items to report.
Budget Status

• No items to report.
Focus for Next Month
• LAFCO Municipal Service Review
• Work with LAFCO staff to develop 

public draft MSR
• Submit Sphere of Influence 

Amendment application to be processed 
concurrently with
City MSR update.

• Regional Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
Mitigation Program

• Select consultant to lead project.
• Develop strategy and identify funding 

to complete both the General Plan 
Housing Element and

• Safety Element updates as required by 
State law.

• Continued coordination with the Fire 
Department and private property owners 
to achieve compliance with vegetation 
abatement requirements and reduce 
wildfire hazard.

time to learn about Measure A, participate 
in the election, and share their voice. Our 
commitment to serving this region does not 
change.”

Measure A gave the college and the 
community an opportunity to map out a 
larger future together – one focused on 
expanding access, strengthening workforce 
training, and improving facilities across the 
district. The measure would have provided 
funding for major projects including much-
needed modernization of the Coast Center, 
construction of a new Allied Health building 
for these growing programs, updates to the 
Lake Center, completion of Phase II of the 
North County Center, and support for future 
student housing efforts.

Without the facilities bond funding 
Measure A would have provided, the college 
cannot proceed with the Coast Center 
renovation, the Allied Health building, or the 
Lake Center remodel at this time. These 
remain important needs for the district, and 
the planning work completed through the 
Measure A process, will continue to inform 
Mendocino College’s long-term vision.

At the same time, Mendocino College 
will continue to pursue other available 
funding opportunities for projects that may 
be eligible for state, grant, or partnership 
support. In the near term, the college’s 
facilities efforts will focus on securing the 
local match required for state funding to 
support the North County Center Phase 
II building, as well as continuing to seek 
funding pathways for future student 
housing.

“We will need to be thoughtful and 
strategic about how we prioritize limited 
resources, but Mendocino College is not 
standing still,” said President Karas. “The 

district remains fiscally sound, with a 
balanced budget, no deficit spending, no 
audit findings, and a prudent reserve. That 
stability allows us to continue planning 
responsibly, stewarding public resources 
carefully, and pursuing opportunities that 
support long-term student and community 
success. We will continue to lean into 
the programs our region needs most, 
including allied health, fire and emergency 
response, construction, skilled trades, 
transfer pathways, and other critical areas 
of education and workforce training.”

The college recently celebrated its 53rd 
graduating class, marking more than half 
a century of educating local students. 
Mendocino College is also entering a 
new academic year with record-breaking 
enrollment and the largest student body 
in its history. These milestones reflect the 
college’s continued momentum and its 
essential role in serving students, families, 
employers, and communities throughout 
the region.

The college encourages interested 
community members to review the 
Facilities Master Plan to learn more about 
the long-term vision for Mendocino College 
and how the district plans to serve the 
educational, workforce, and community 
needs of Mendocino and Lake counties.

“Measure A helped clarify our priorities 
and deepen important conversations about 
the future of local education,” said Karas. 
“That work was meaningful, and it will 
continue to guide us. We remain forward-
looking, responsive, and rooted in service 
to the people and communities of this 
region.”

For more information about Mendocino 
College, visit mendocino.edu.

needed to schedule home meal delivery. Delivered throughout Willits. 
Transportation for seniors: Call 459-5556 to schedule. Pick up and drop off for grocery 
shopping, banking, doctors’ appointments. Senior Center Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need of volunteers to help with the many activities here at 
the center, including volunteer Meals on Wheels drivers. “Volunteers are one-third of our 
workforce, which allows us to offer many services to our members and community.” To 
learn more about volunteering: 459-6826.
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Thursday, June 25
Willits Farmers Market: Join 
your neighbors at Summer 
Market outdoors at City Park on 
Commercial Street, Thursday, 
June 25 from 3 to 5:30 pm, for 
the freshest produce available, 
local meat, farm fresh eggs, 
hot and cold food from local 
businesses, along with crafts, 
live music, the new edition of 
Willits Weekly, and more. The 
market honors EBT and WIC 
cards and matches benefits to 
double your dollars.

Friday, 
June 26
Willits Frontier 
Days Carnival 
Opening: Johnston 
Amusements returns 
to Willits during 
Willits Frontier Days, 
at the old ball field 
next to the Willits 
Frontier Days rodeo 
grounds. Opens Friday, June 26, with carnival rides, 
games along the midway, food (including corn dogs, 
candy apples, ice cream, and popcorn) and fun for kids 
and adults. Presale wristbands will be available until 
12 noon sharp on Friday, Juine 26 at J.D. Redhouse 
for $35 each. After, they are available for $45 each. 
Carnival questions: 1-916-761-1722
Willits Frontier Days Truck and Tractor Pulls: Come 
see locals and professionals hook their trucks up and 
try to pull The Terminator a full 300 feet across the 
Willits Frontier Days arena during this annual event. 
Gates open at 6 pm and tickets are available at the 
gate, or from the Sweethearts; $25 for adults; $15 
for children 12 and under; children 2 and under are 
admitted for free.
Willits Frontier Days Street Dance: Come dance the 
night away after the Truck Pulls event (around 9 pm) 
to the sounds of the Brody Stewart Band at the free 
Street Dance held on the old tennis courts at the Willits 
Frontier Days grounds.
Mudrone at Shanachie: New band Mudrone plays an 
assortment of folk, rock and blues tunes, Friday, June 
26 at 8 pm. Featuring Jeff Cowin on guitar & vocals, Jim 
Switzer on guitar, Jeff Martin on guitar & vocals, along 
with special guests on bass and drums. Shanachie 
Pub, 50 South Main Street.
Willits Frontier Days Taxi Service: The WFD Beer 
Crew is pleased to announce that they will be paying to 
have Gramps’ Taxi standing by after the 
dance on Friday, June 26 from 9 pm to 
1 am, to help ensure safe travels home 
for event attendees. Riders will be 
responsible for paying their own fares; 
rates are $4 per mile, and $1 per minute 
of wait time. There’s a $12 minimum 

fare, and a $200 clean-up fee, 
if applicable. Info: Gramps’ 
Taxi: 707-462-9000

Saturday, June 27
Mama Circle at Healing 
House: Come and join us in 
our Mama Circle, a nurturing 
space for mothers & littles 
hosted by doulas Kaitan and 
Suraya. The last Saturday of 
every month, Saturday, June 
27 this month, from 10:30 am 
to 12:30 pm. Healing House, 
48 East San Francisco in 
Willits. Tea & snacks provided. 

$5-$20 suggested donation. Info: 707-599-4207.
Amateur Radio Field Day: Willits Amateur Radio 
Society participates in the national amateur radio Field 
Day exercise, Saturday, 
June 27 at Baechtel 
Grove Middle School. 
“Since 1933, ham 
radio operators across 
North America have 
established temporary 
ham radio stations in 
public locations during 
Field Day to showcase 

the science and skill of 
amateur radio.” The public is invited from 11 am to 6 
pm. Follow the signs and enter the grove via the gate 
near the intersection of Magnolia and Madrone streets. 
For more info, email Tim at tdhanna@msn.com.
Willits Frontier Days Western Art Show: the 
Willits Frontier Days Western Art Show at the Willits 
Community Center, 111 East Commercial Street, opens 
Saturday, June 27 at 5 pm and runs through July 5. The 
event is free to attend and will showcase works from 
Western artists in various mediums in adult and youth 
divisions and the Best in Show winners in each division 
will receive a custom belt buckle. 
2MuchFun! at Brooktrails Golf: 
Dynamic musical duo Paul Haley 
(Keyboards, Guitar, Vocals) and Dave 
Pierce (Guitar, Vocals) performs at 
Brooktrails Golf clubhouse, Saturday, 
June 27, 6 to 8 pm. 24860 Birch 
Street. “Serving up our harmonious, 
tasty, family-friendly blend of songs.”
Verbal Abuse in Laytonville: with 
Mutate, Alchemic Transmutation 
replacing Embryonic Devourment due to unforeseen 
circumstances, and more. Saturday, June 27 at the 
Laytonville Skate Park, 351 Harwood Road, starting at 
5:30 pm. $10 to $20 donation at the door.

Tastes Like Chicken at 
Shanachie: a local Willits band 
putting out an eclectic mix of 
songs guaranteed to get you 
moving, Saturday, June 27 at 
8 pm. Featuring Charlie Vally 
on vocals, guitar and keyboard, 

David Woodle on lead guitar, Kevin /Wells on drums 
and vocals, Joe Swearengin on guitar, keyboard and 
vocals, and Aaron Luedemann on bass and vocals. 
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street.

Sunday, June 28
Willits Frontier Days Sweetheart Dinner: While not 
a traditional year for the crowning of the Willits Frontier 
Days Sweetheart as there are no contestants for the 
100th year, just a celebration of all Sweethearts, there 
still will be a dinner Sunday, June 28 honoring past 
Sweethearts, the year’s sponsors, the Heritage Award 
and Grand Marshal winners and more. Dinner has 
limited tickets and starts at 6 pm at the Willits Frontier 
Days rodeo grounds.
Grange Pancake Breakfast: Join us at the Grange for 
a wonderful collection of comfort foods –our “scratch” 
pancakes (sourdough wholegrain, Hank’s famous 
buttermilk, or gluten-free) plus organic, local farm-fresh 

scrambled eggs, Beeler’s Quality bacon, 
real butter, juice and organic coffee or 
tea for only $13! ($11 for Senior plate, $5 
for kids under 10). Extra sides of organic 
fruit, Amish organic maple syrup, fresh 
fruit syrup or bacon for a small additional 
fee. Every fourth Sunday, Sunday, June 
28 this month, from 8 to 11 am at the 
Little Lake Grange, 
291 School Street. 

Punch cards are available for 
purchase: $100 buys 10 months of 
breakfasts, a savings of $30 a year.
Train and Tourism Talk at 
Museum: Join us for a lively 
discussion about early passenger 
trains and their role promoting 
Redwood Empire tourism, led 
by Director Richard Fries of the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Historical Society. 
Special ephemera and unique photographs will be 

shared. Part of the Sunday History and 
Waffle Club series, last Sunday of the 
month, Sunday, June 28 this month, at 2 
pm, at the Mendocino County Museum, 
400 East Commercial Street. Enjoy an 
afternoon filled with good company, 
conversation and waffles.

Thursday, July 2
Willits Farmers Market: Join your 
neighbors at Summer Market outdoors 
at City Park on Commercial Street, 

Thursday, July 2 from 3 to 5:30 pm, for the freshest 
produce available, local meat, farm fresh eggs, hot and 
cold food from local businesses, along with crafts, live 
music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
The market honors EBT and WIC cards and matches 
benefits to double your dollars.

Friday, July 3
July Exhibit Reception at WCA: Join us at Willits 
Center for the Arts for a festive summer opening 
featuring Ukiah metal artist Kate Gibbs and Willits own 

Laura Wiecek and Sandy Strong, 
with paintings, works on paper, 
book arts, and collage. Celebrate 
local artists and community at this 
free event with refreshments, and 
fine art, on Friday, July 3, from 6 to 
8 pm. This exhibit will run through 
Sunday, July 28, with gallery hours 
Fridays through Sundays from 11 
am to 5 pm, 71 East Commercial 
Street. More info: visit www.
willitscenterforthearts.org 
Willits Frontier Days CCPRA 
Rodeo, part 1: Come see the first-
half of the professional cowboys 
and cowgirls compete in a host 
of rodeo events on Friday, July 3, 
including roping, barrel racing, bull and bronc riding and 
more. The show starts at 7 pm and tickets are available 
at the gate for $30 for box seats; $25 for adults; $15 
for children 12 and under and children 2 and under are 
free. 
Willits Frontier Days Western Dance: Around 9 pm, 
the old tennis courts by the Tin Can Saloon will be 
transformed into a live stage show with music performed 
by Chad Bushnell. The event is free to attend. 

Willits Frontier Days Taxi 
Service: The WFD Beer Crew 
is pleased to announce that they 
will be paying to have Gramps’ 
Taxi standing by after the dance 
on Friday, July 3 from 9 am to 1 
am, to help ensure safe travels 
home for event attendees. Riders 
will be responsible for paying 
their own fares; rates are $4 per 
mile, and $1 per minute of wait 

time. There’s a $12 minimum fare, and a $200 clean-
up fee, if applicable. Info: Gramps’ Taxi: 707-462-9000
Steven Bates Band at Shanachie: Guitarist Steven 
Bates’ music is high-energy, jamming, roots-rock 
with conscious lyrics and virtuoso guitar-playing that 
makes audiences get up and dance. Friday, July 3 
at 8 pm. Debuting new liv 
album “Keep Hope Alive,” 
co-produced and engineered 
with legendary recording 
engineer Oz Fritz. Shanachie 
Pub, 50 South Main Street.
WFD Western Dance: Willits 
Frontier Days presents 
the free Western Dance, 
featuring Chad Bushnell, 
Wednesday, July 3 at the Tennis Courts; starts around 
9 pm, after the rodeo ends.

Saturday, July 4
Happy Independence Day! 

WFD Horseshoe Competition: annual Willits Frontier 
Days contest, Saturday, July 4 at 10 am at the Rec  
Grove Park on East Commercial Street. $75 entry fee; 
free to watch. 

Willits 4th of July Parade: 
annual Willits Frontier Days 4th 
of July Parade, North Main Street.  
Starts at 11 am; Staging on East 
Commercial Street; turning south 
on to Main Street. 2026 theme is 
“Year of the Sweethearts”.
WFD Country Music Rodeola: 
annual free Willits Frontier Days 
musical event. Saturday, July 
4 at the Rec  Grove Park, East 
Commercial Street, at 12 noon.
WFD Western Barbecue: Willits 
Frontier Days annual 4th of July 
beef barbecue feast, Saturday, 
July 4 at noon at the Rec  Grove 
Park. Tickets: Adult: $25; Child, 12 

& under: $15. 
Willits Frontier Days Waterfight: When lunch has 
settled, and everyone is really ready for a cool down, 
come by the Little Lake Firehouse at 4 pm on Saturday, 
July 4 to watch teams of firefighters try to use hoses 
to spray a metal barrel across the other team’s line. 
Splash zone and non-splash zone seating available, 
depending on your preference. Event is free to attend. 
Willits Frontier Days CCPRA Rodeo, part 2: Come 
see the second-half of the professional cowboys and 
cowgirls compete in a host of rodeo events on Saturday, 
July 4, including roping, barrel racing, bull and bronc 
riding and more. The show starts at 7 pm and tickets 
are available at the gate for $30 for box seats; $25 for 
adults; $15 for children 12 and under and children 2 
and under are free. 
Sequoia Rose Band at Shanachie: Celebrate the 
4th of July with award-winning alt country multi-
instrumentalist and vocalist Sequoia Rose and his 
band, playing hard-driving bluegrass tunes, psychedelic 
jam band instrumental breaks, and innovative original 
country songwriting. Saturday, July 4 at 8 pm at 
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street. 

Sunday, July 5
WFD  Lions Club Cowboy Breakfast:  Willits Lions 
Club members  serve up  the  Willits Frontier   Days 

Cowboy  Breakfast, Sunday, July 5 at 7 am 
at the Rec Grove 
Park, East  
C o m m e r c i a l  
S t r e e t . 
S c r a m b l e d 
E g g s , 
Pancakes, and 
more,  Tickets: 
$15 adult; $10 

child (12 & under). 
WFD Junior Rodeo: Willits 
Frontier Days Junior Rodeo, 
Sunday, July 5 starting at 
8 am, at the Jack Tharp 
Arena, East Commercial 
Street. Tickets: $20 adults; 
$10, child 12 & under. 
Junior Rodeo ticket 

prices includes entry to Bulls and Broncs. Events for 
Junior contestants include: Team Roping, Barrels & 
Poles, Calves To Bulls, Mystery Scramble, and Steer 
Daubing.
WFD Bulls and Broncs: Sunday, July 5, at 6 pm, at 
the Jack Tharp Arena on East Commercial Street. Free 
admission. 

Willits United
Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden

A place to find comfort
where all are welcome

Pastor Jaime Rogers-Fairchild
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am

286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855

wumc@outlook.com
www.willitsumc.org

Facebook: facebook willits umc

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•A University for Soul
i•Spiritual Living Courses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475

april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.
Pastor Kris Strickland

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship

Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177

Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom

Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Worship Service
10 a.m.

For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive

Facebook.com/stjohnswillits
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Wednesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday-5:30 p.m.

Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish

Confessions on Saturday
4:45 - 5:15 p.m.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252

https://stanthonywillits.org/
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
10:00 a.m. - Worship

Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490

ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Church
of Christ

“What must we do to be saved?” 
Acts 2:37

1095 S. Main St., Willits
 (next to Super 8)

(707) 459-5023
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-

6-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study-

7-8:00 p.m.

Showtimes:  June 26 to July 2             Closed Monday/Tuesday

TOY STORY 5 THE DEATH OF
ROBIN HOOD

MINIONS AND
MONSTERSDISCLOSURE DAY

(PG-13)  2h 25min
Fri:

4:30, 7:30
Sat/Sun:

12:30, 2:45,
 5:00, 7:30

Wed/Thurs:Wed/Thurs:
4:30, 7:30

(PG)  1h 30min
Weds/Thur:
5:00, 7:45

(PG13) 2H 25min
Fri:

4:00, 7:00
Sat/Sun:

1:00, 4:00, 7:00

(R)   2h 3min
Fri: 

4:15, 7:15
Sat/Sun:

1:15, 4:15, 7:15
(Deluxe Theatre)
Wed/Thurs:Wed/Thurs:
4:15, 7:15

DELUXE THEATRE

TOWN-WIDE 
ONGOING 
EVENTS

Trivia Night at The Munchery: 
Every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the 
month at 6 pm at The Munchery, 
1797 South Main Street, Willits.
Trivia Night at Northspur 
Brewing Co: Put your knowledge 
to the test on the first and third 
Wednesday of the month starting 
at 6:30 pm at Northspur Brewing 
Co., 101 North Main Street.
Food Not Bombs at Rec Grove 
Park: Receive a free meal, 
supplies and zines every first and 
third Friday of the month at 4 pm 
in Rec Grove Park at the picnic 
tables. Everyone is welcome.
Skunk Alley Improv Lessons at 
WCT: Every Sunday from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm with instructor Schuyler 
Marcier at Willits Community 
Theater. Cost is $5, cash or Venmo.
Free Meal by Willits Daily Bread: 
Every week on Monday through 
Thursday from 4:30 to 5:30 pm at 
66 East Commercial Street.
Willits Tennis Club: Meets every 
Monday and Wednesday from 9 
to 11 am at the Willits High School 
Tennis Courts. All levels welcome. 
More info: 707 484-3385.
Drop-In Life Drawing Group at 
WCA: Every Thursday from 1 to 
4 pm at Willits Center for the Arts. 

Cost is based on sliding scale. 
More info: Margaret 707-459-9251.
Brown Bag Lunch Program: 
Saturdays at 1 pm, sack lunches 
are served by local churches, 
community organizations, and 
families at Bud Snider City Park on 
East Commercial. Come at 1 pm to 
be assured a lunch!
Willits Indivisible Democracy 
Vigil: Every Friday from 5 to 6 
pm at Babcock Park on South 
Main Street. More info: “Willits 
Indivisible” on Facebook.
Pickleball: Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Sundays at 5 pm and 
Saturdays at 9 am at the Willits 
High School tennis courts. Free to 
play and all levels welcome.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation 
Group: Meets every Monday at 6 
pm at the Muse in Willits, 30 East 
San Francisco Street. More info: 
707-354-1866.
Willits Drum Circle: Every second 
and fourth Friday at 7 pm, at St. 
Francis of the Redwoods on the 
corner of Main and Commercial 
Streets. Info: Bill Bruneau: 459-
3390.
Literacy Volunteers of Willits: 
We teach adults to read! Free 
personal tutoring at the library.
Call or email to make an 
appointment: LiteracyWillits@
gmail.com or 707-456-7729.
Mobile Showers Available in 
Willits: Mobile shower is in Willits 

every Monday and Tuesday from 
2:30 to 4:30 pm, behind St. Francis 
Church at the corner of Main and 
Commercial Streets. Toiletries, 
towels and washcloths provided. 
Those with disabilities may need 
to bring a helper. Sack dinners are 
served from 4:30 to 5:30 by Willits 
Daily Bread.
Inland Valley Women’s Chorus: 
Every Thursday (except holidays) 
from 6 to 7:30 pm to sing songs 
of peace, joy, social justice and 
healing. No audition or experience 
required. Carpooling available from 
Willits. Holy Trinity Church, Mary & 
Martha Room, 640 South Orchard 
Avenue, Ukiah. More info: Madge 
Strong, 707-459-1493.

Shanachie Pub 
Ongoing Events

Shanachie Pub,  
50 South Main Street

Saturday Sessions at Shanachie: 
Every 2nd and 4th Saturday from 3 
to 6 pm, one of our locals will host 
an open jam at Shanachie Pub. 
Bring any instrument and explore 
your creativity!
Bluegrass String Jam: An official 
jam for the California Bluegrass 
Association, every 1st and 3rd 
Saturday of the month starting at 
3 pm, with all Bluegrass musicians 
welcome! 
Wednesday Open Mic Night: 
Every Wednesday– Enter your 

name in the lottery from 3 to 7 pm 
to choose your 20-minute time slot, 
with performances beginning at 
7:20.

Willits Library 
Ongoing Events 
Willits Library, 390 East 

Commercial Street. Info: www.
mendolibrary.org or 459-

5908. Open hours: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday: 10 am 

to 7 pm; Friday, 10 am to 6 
pm; Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm; 
Closed Sunday and Monday.

Lunch at the Library: The Willits 
Branch Library offers a free lunch 
for all youth 18 and under this 
summer, followed by a fun activity, 
Tuesdays through Fridays from 
noon to 1 pm. 390 East Commercial 
Street. Info: www.mendolibrary.org 
or 707-459-5908.
LEGO Club: Tuesdays from 4 to 
6:30 pm. “Bring your imagination 
and start building.”
Penny University Coffee Klatch: 
Wednesdays, 2 to 4 pm, in the 
Willits Library meeting room 
to discuss various topics while 
enjoying a “cup of joe.”
Tech Help: Saturdays from 11 
am to noon, come get computer 
help and your technical questions 
answered!
Spinning and Knitting: Saturdays 
at the library; from 1 to 4:30 pm. All 
skill levels welcome! 
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The rest of
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The rest of
Breakfast From page 5

Funding Our Boy’s & Girl’s State & High School Scholarships

13TH

Tickets can be purchase by contacting one of our Post Legionnaires, or 
request tickets and have them mailed to you upon receipt of your remittance. 

You need not be present to win. 

21+ to participate. Please drink responsibly.
American Legion Post 174, P.O. Box 836, Willits, CA 95490

For further assistance call one of the following phone numbers:
Roger: 707-456-9858  or  Kennedy: 707-327-9372.

24900 N. HWY 101 
IN WILLITS 

Lic# 679517

707-459-5859

takes to pull the breakfast off. It also takes a 
few volunteers the day before to transform 
our dining room. They get a bunch of tables 
and chairs in there, and they decorate it all 
up. They make sure the dining room is able 
to seat about 120 people. 

Every seat had a Senior Center-made 
placemat to set off the holiday. The 
volunteers were serious in performing 
their duties, albeit, with a great portion of 
humor. Carolyn Ponikvar had the drink 
assignment, wending her way between the 
tables to find those who were in need. “I’m 
making Bloody Marys,” declared Ponikvar. 
“We have celery. Some people like celery. 
We have lots of juices, and we are offering 
a Screwdriver instead of a Bloody Mary, for 
the men only. There are women who take 
the place of men in their families, and they 
can get a Bloody Mary if we know they are 
the head of the household. We do the same 
thing on Mother’s Day. If we know they are 
the head of the household, we give them 
a Mother’s Day drink as well. I see people 
come in, and I just wait. I’m like a shark. 
I follow them to their table and make sure 
they get a drink. Coffee comes shortly 
thereafter.”

Board member Virginia Jorge has been 
running the special meals, as well as the 
every-Friday Bingo nights, for several years. 
She has her job down to run like clockwork 
with her band of regular volunteers. “We 
start setting up on Saturday for all of our 
breakfasts,” explained Jorge. “Between 
Gloria [Westby], myself, and Richard 
[Baker], we get all the groceries, then we 
have a crew that comes in on Saturdays, 
washing down and sterilizing all the tables 
and chairs, getting the butter dishes filled. 
We have 13 to 15 volunteers to help us on 
the Sunday breakfasts. They are people 
who have volunteering at the Senior Center 
in many aspects. We have people that 
fold our newsletter; Diana Mann, who also 
comes in and sets up. She’s a waitress 
on Sundays. We have Gloria, who cooks 

our meals and for our snack bar on Friday 
Night Bingo. She cooks our chili rellenos, 
the vegetarian casseroles for Sunday 
breakfast. We have Bob Wagenet who 
runs our sanitizer, Carolyn, who serves our 
drinks.” 

It takes a cadre of volunteers to keep 
non-profits, like the Senior Center, running. 
“We’re always looking for volunteers,” 
said Baker. “We could use a front desk 
volunteer right now, a few hours a day, a 
few days a week. You can really make a 
difference answering phone calls, very 
easy paperwork, very easy to train for, but 
it still helps out significantly. We are really 
in need of a Thursday volunteer Meals-On-
Wheels driver. That takes about 2.5 hours 
of your time. You’re going out and delivering 
meals to homebound seniors. It also gives 
us a chance to check on these seniors and 
provides a degree of social connectivity. I 
believe last year we delivered something 
like 11,000 meals.

Baker explained that the Senior Center’s 
Outreach Department recently had its 
funding cut, along with all the senior centers 
in Mendocino County “because of budget 
cuts at the county level. The Department of 
Social Services was also cut. That resulted 
in all the Senior Centers losing their outreach 
contracts, which is a loss of $34,100 a 
year. We have an anonymous donor who 
stepped up, very generously was willing to 
match all donations made to our outreach 
department, up to $15,000…. The goal is to 
get $15,000 from the community, and she’ll 
match it. That will help significantly with the 
$34,100 loss in our outreach department.” 

The Senior Center is in planning for their 
July 3 patriotic bake sale. “Anyone who 
wants to donate, can call me at 707-495-
5323 or Joliana here at the Senior Center,” 
continued Jorge. “I call this our ‘Freedom 
Bakesale’ because it’s for the Fourth of 
July. Anybody who wants to donate red, 
white, and blue cupcakes, cakes, pies, it’s 
fully appreciated.”

Punk on 
the Patio

Afternoon concert features up-and-coming 
punk bands at The Whistle Stop  

It was a loud and energetic afternoon on the patio at The Whistle Stop on East 
Commercial Street last Saturday. Three punk groups of young men blasted their angst and 

social commentary from 3 to 7 pm on this hot sunny day. A colorful 
crowd of punk aficionados, friends of the groups, even mothers and 
fathers of the performers, listened, swayed, danced, and consumed 
special $3 root beer floats and other tasty foods from the cafe. The 

concert was produced as a cooperative effort by Saprina Rodriguez of The Whistle Stop 
and Tommy G Presents, which has been actively creating different types and genres of 
concerts in the Willits area.

The intent of the collaboration, producer Tom Girdauskas of Tommy G Presents said, “is 
to expose people to the amazing restaurant that Sabrina has put up for our community and 
for us to have this wonderful patio to gather on. It’s a really cool mutual event. Amazing 
food, great drinks, smoothies, coffee drinks, salads, soups. They do a great job, great 
service, great people. We couldn’t do better than having Saprina in town here.”

Girdauskas explained that two of the bands at the June 20 show, Friends Anonymous 
and Tangled Ends, were both finishers at the Battle of Bands in March at the Grange. 
“Half of the band in Tangled Ends is still in high school,” he said. “The other half just 
graduated. Friends Anonymous are senior citizens. I think they’re about 30.” The opening 
band Splynter, he said, is a band of high school kids out of Ukiah.

“We throw parties we want to go to. When we keep the focus on ‘If it ain’t fun, we ain’t 
doing it,’ it really rolls better,” Girdauskas said. With co-producers Kelly Viss and Andre 
Puccio, “we just do what we do and it all gets one.” 

Talking about Punk on the Patio, he 
said: “Punk was kind of a loose term. 

Read the rest of
Punk Over on page 11

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above, left: Aeon Webber lets loose with the 
vocals for Tangled Ends. Above: Attendees 
were moved to dance while listening to some 
of their favorite local groups. At right: Aeon 
Webber of Tangled Ends was animated in his 
guitar playing and vocals. At left: Splynter 
opened the afternoon concert with high energy 
bangin’ music, setting the mood for the rest of 
the show. At left, below: Friends Anonymous, 
who won the recent Battle of the Bands at the 
Grange, were the headliners for the afternoon.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Below, from left: Tommy Kenney is the lead singer and guitar player for Friends Anonymous. Aaron 
Unroe, of Friends Anonymous, lets loose on the vocals. These two wizards showed up to hear some 
up-and-coming local bands. At bottom, left: Kelly Viss of Barefoot Forest Homestead had tinctures 
and salves to sell. At bottom, right: Local musician Simba Souza deftly handled the drums for 
Friends Anonymous at Punk on the Patio.

Swanton has created THE place in inland Mendocino County for musicians and fans of 
live music for more than two decades. Shanachie consistently draws bands from all over 
California and the Pacific Northwest, and their Open Mic night provides a forum for all 
types of musicians to test out new material and find new audiences.

“Musicians love him,” the commenter continues, “because he’s fair and generous, and 
patrons love him because he and his booking staff know that variety is the spice of life. We 
all know there’s not usually a lot happening in our small towns after 7 pm, but at Shanachie 
Pub you can find live music and good feelings almost every night of the week. Pete has 
opened many businesses over the years in Willits and Laytonville including the Pub, Main 
Street Music & Video, and Flying Dog Pizza & Records. All of these businesses have kept 
culture alive in Willits and have made neighbors friends.”

Dr. Wenbo Yin, 2026 honoree in the Artist category, is a saxophonist, wind conductor, 
and musicians’ wellness coach noted for his bold, versatile artistry across a variety of 
genres. He has performed as a soloist at Carnegie Hall, collaborated with Grammy-
winning artists, won the Beverly Hills National Auditions, and played principal saxophone 
with prominent groups. Dr. Yin is faculty and the director of Jazz Ensemble and Symphonic 
Wind at Mendocino College.

As co-founder of the One Heart Institute, a nonprofit organization that integrates music, 
wellness, and holistic practices, Wenbo is dedicated to supporting the well-being of 
musicians and individuals alike. He has facilitated music and mindfulness workshops in 
the U.S., Bhutan, and China, and continues to develop the Tai Chi for Musicians workshop, 
offered at various universities and institutions. Wenbo is also a certified wellness provider 
for music industry professionals with Backline Care and supports wellness work with the 
Ukiah Parkinson’s group.

He holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Saxophone Performance, Wind Conducting, 
and Jazz from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. He also 
embarked on an extended journey of study in Tai Chi, philosophy, and contemplative 
practice at Dharma Realm Buddhist University in Ukiah, deepening the integration between 
music-making and inner cultivation.

Chris Pugh, honoree in the Individual category, is a photographer, writer, newspaper 
editor, and community arts organizer based in Ukiah. He is co-founder of Medium Art 
Center, a nonprofit community arts organization dedicated to supporting artists through 
accessible exhibitions, workshops, youth programming, and creative community events. 
In addition to his work in the arts, Pugh writes the personal-essay newsletter “Incremental 
Outcome” on Substack where he explores creativity, small-town life, photography, memory, 
and the complicated experience of trying to live intentionally in a messy world.

Pugh shares: “I’ve always believed that art matters because people matter. Small 
communities deserve spaces where creativity, experimentation, and connection can 
happen without barriers. I’m grateful to be part of a community that continues to support 
artists and the idea that culture is something we build together.”

Marilyn Bohlen Simpson, honoree in the Educator category, was born and raised in 
suburban Chicago and Keokuk, Iowa.  She graduated from Principia College near St. 
Louis, where she met her husband, Jeff. They returned to his hometown of Ukiah in 
1972 and have been here ever since, except for a two-year stint at San Francisco State 
University, where Marilyn earned her master’s degree in Music History and Literature.  She 
began teaching voice at Mendocino College in 1986, and has enjoyed helping students 
improve their singing and increase their self-confidence ever since, finally retiring from 
the college this May.  Over the years, she sang in and did vocal coaching for a number 
of musical theater productions at Ukiah Players Theatre and Mendocino College.  She is 
still active singing in several small local groups, and is treasurer of the Ukiah Community 
Concert Association and of her church.  She is continuing to teach voice privately in her 
home.

Pacific Textile Arts, honoree in the Arts Organization category, is a volunteer-run 
educational nonprofit existing to support, share and celebrate the fiber arts. This year 
marks their 30th year! https://www.pacifictextilearts.org/history/  

An Honorable Mention this year goes to the Lot on Main. Founder Nick Johnson shares: 
“This is a community space, and in order to make this space special, it truly takes the 
community.   As you can see, there are ‘A Lot’ (haha) more people in the award picture 
than just me. We all make this happen, together. The artists, the musicians, the vendors, 
the visionaries, the vibe setters, the helpers, the supporters, the community, it takes all of 
us coming together to make this possible. All I did was name a vacant Lot on Main Street.”

For more information, please see ArtsMendocino.org Program in the Spotlight
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’Plant a Seed, Read,’  
with the Mendocino County Library 

Submitted by Mendocino County Library
Mendocino County Library invites everyone to grow their imagination one page at a 

time, because every adventure begins by planting a seed of inspiration. “Letting ideas 
sprout, creativity to unfurl, and supporting the opportunities to read and do math does 
wonders for keeping kids mentally active and ready to continue their education in the 
fall,” said Mendocino County Librarian 
Mellisa Hannum. “One of the ways 
we help prevent summer slide is by 

Handsome Elvis 
This handsome guy may not be the King of 

Rock ‘n’ Roll, but he certainly knows how to steal 
hearts. Elvis, age 3, is a friendly, sweet-natured 
boy who loves attention and isn’t shy about letting 
you know when he’d like some pets. He’s quite 
the conversationalist and enjoys chatting with his 
people throughout the day. Elvis came to us with 
a broken pelvis, but he’s healed up beautifully; he 
isn’t able to jump onto high places like some cats 
can, so he’ll need to be an indoor-only companion 
where he can stay safe and comfortable.

The Mendocino County Animal Shelter, located at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, is open 
to the public from 9:30 am to 5 pm Tuesday through Friday, and 10 am to 3 pm on 
Saturdays (closed for lunch each day from 1 to 1:30 pm). Make sure to pre-fill out the 
adoption application available at www.mendoanimalshelter.com. Call 707-463-4427 for 
more information.

Veronica 
For the past several weeks, Veronica’s world 

has revolved around her 10 puppies. She raised 
them with patience, devotion, and endless love, 
making sure each one got the best possible start 
in life. Now that her job as a mom is winding down, 
it’s finally Veronica’s turn. 

This beautiful girl is about 35 pounds and has 
a gentle, sweet nature. She can be a little shy 
when meeting new people, but once she feels 
comfortable, her affectionate personality shines. 
She loves spending time with her people and 
enjoys walks, exploring new places, and outdoor adventures. After a day of fun, she’s 
happiest settling in at home by your side. Could Veronica be the missing piece in your life?

To learn more about Veronica, or to view other adoptable animals, visit www.
milofoundation.org or the Milo Foundation Sanctuary Facebook page. The sanctuary 
is currently doing pet adoptions by appointment only. Please complete a pet-adoption 
application before requesting an appointment. You can reach the Milo Foundation at 459-
4900.

Quirky Mango
Warning: Mango may be overripe with sweetness and a serious case of the sillies. This 

goofy girl is full of fun, always ready for an adventure, and has a special talent for making 
people smile. Whether she’s playing, exploring, or just being her wonderfully quirky self, 
Mango knows how to brighten every room she enters. If you’re looking for a sweet little 

fruit with a big personality, Mango is ready to be 
picked!

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino is 
located at 9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley. 
Feel free to visit us, no appointments needed! 
We are open Wednesday through Friday, 1 to 5 
pm; Saturday and Sunday, 11 am to 3 pm; closed 
Monday and Tuesday (closed select Thursdays, 
check website for details). Check out all of our 
available dogs and cats on our website: www.
mendohumanesociety.com, on our Facebook 
page, and on www.petfinder.com. Call 707-485-
0123 for more information.

Read the rest of
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Personal and 
Commercial orders

available

CLASSIFIEDS

RV/Trailer 
Space for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers – starts at $500 
per month, includes 
water & garbage. Close 
to Safeway in Willits. 
Call Tony (707) 972-
4696. See at http://
www.oaknvine.net/tp

Apartment for 
Rent

Converted master 
bedroom and bathroom 
with mini kitchen and 
separate entrance. 
$500/month cash or 
money order. Located 
at Golden Rule Mobile 
Village. You must be 
55+. Call Liam at 707-
459-2470.

Commercial 
Space Available 

Ranging between 1000 
to 12000 sq ft. Small 
office with heat/ac, 
bathroom , commercial 
bay with roll up door, 
security cameras and 
locked gate. Rent 
$1000 to $1200 + dep, 
minimum 6 mo. lease. 
Lincoln Realty 707-459-
4599

For Rent
3 bed 2 bath, fresh 
paint, new carpet, 
fenced yard, double 
car garage, $1750 + 
Deposit. 3 bed 2 bath, 
two-story recently 
updated with deck, 
$1600 + deposit. 2 
bed 1 bath, new paint, 
carpet, appliances, 
garage included, $1200 
+ deposit. Lincoln 
Realty 707-459-4599

Homemades & 
Alterations by 

Teresa
Alterations & seam-
stress work available 
locally. Reasonable 
prices and prompt ser-
vice. Contact: (707) 
472-8787.

Indoor Yard Sale
Giant Indoor Yard Sale 
– Deep Valley Chris-
tian School, 8555 Uva 
Drive, Redwood Valley, 
(across from the Broil-
er). Saturday,  July 18 
– 8 am to 2 pm.

Room for Rent
For rent master 
bedroom and bath. 
Private entrance, no 
shared space, includes 
refrigerator, utilities, 
internet, AC. 1 person 
50 or older. $800 month; 
rental referral required. 
805 259-9155.

Listen to Your 
Heart for 
Healing

Join us for an open 
spiritual discussion 
on Tuesday, July 
7, at 10 to 11 am at 
the Willits Library, 
390 E. Commercial 
St. Questions? Call 
Joy 707-367-3777. 
Sponsored by Eckankar 
of CA & NV

OBITUARY | 

Walter Findley 
Walter Dean Findley, age 87, of Willits, passed 

away peacefully on June 7, 2026, just days 
before his 88th birthday. Walter was born on 
June 19, 1938.

Walter proudly served his country in the 
United States Navy, a chapter of his life that 
remained a source of pride throughout the 
years. Following his military service, he worked 
as a truck driver, a profession he loved and one 
through which he faithfully provided for his family. 
He believed in hard work, responsibility, and taking 
care of those he loved.

Those who knew Walter will remember his sense of humor 
most of all. He loved teasing people, telling jokes, and finding ways to make others laugh. 
His quick wit and playful spirit brought smiles to countless family gatherings and everyday 
moments. Walter enjoyed watching football, relaxing with an ice-cold beer, and spending 
time with family. Beneath the humor was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, veteran, 
and provider whose love for his family was evident throughout his life.

Walter leaves behind a legacy of hard work, service, laughter, and love. He will be 
deeply missed and fondly remembered by all who had the privilege of knowing him.

Walter was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Ruby Findley, who passed away in 
2020. He was also preceded in death by two of his sons, Ron Findley and Howard Findley.

He is survived by his sons, Roger Findley of Sacramento and Tim Findley of Willits, his 
10 grandchildren, and numerous great-grandchildren. Among those are his grandchildren 
Steven, Sabrina, and Jesse, whom he raised and held a special place in his heart.

offering books as prizes throughout the school break. 
Having a personal collection of books has been shown to 
support literacy development in children and teens.” The 
learning options include more than books, with professional 
entertainers and events focused on science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math. Plus, there will be free lunches 
during Lunch at the Library, a summer meal program funded 
by the California Summer Meal Coalition and the California 
Library Association in partnership with the USDA summer 
meal program. “Hungry kids can’t learn,” said Hannum. 
“Mendocino County Library is pleased to coordinate with 
community partners once again to offer access to free 
lunches and library activities to youth 18 and under, helping 
to make sure their brains stay nourished and strong over 
the summer.” 

Building on previous years, both Coast Community 
Library and Willits Library will again offer lunches in 
their Community Rooms. Both locations have food and 
enrichment opportunities every Tuesday through Friday 
at noon. Lunches are the same balanced, nutritious meals 
offered through the school districts. Hannum stated that 
she was grateful for the new and ongoing partnerships with 
the schools in our county. Look for lunches from June 9 to 
August 7 in Willits and from June 23 to August 7 in Point 
Arena. 

An exciting addition to Lunch at the Library pop-up 
programming, Laytonville Branch Library will be hosting 
three events for youth at Laytonville Elementary. These 
pop-ups run from noon to 1:30 pm on June 25 and July 

9 and 23. Ukiah Branch Library will continue their highly 
successful weekly pop-up events at Todd Grove Park in 
Ukiah every Tuesday from 10 am to 1 pm through August 
4. Summer lunches will be served, with books and activities 
provided. 

Fort Bragg and Round Valley Libraries will continue 
participating in Lunch at the Library pop-up programming 
in their communities. Fort Bragg will be at Dana Gray 
Elementary from 10 am to noon on June 25, July 2, and July 
9. Round Valley will offer events at the Round Valley Library 
Branch, at Youth Activity Day at Hidden Oaks Park, and 
events in collaboration with the Tis Bil Education Center. 
Please check with your library branch for more detailed 
information. For the Willits Library events schedule, visit 
https://www.mendolibrary.org/events/willits-events

The Summer Reading Program has already featured 
fun performers in June. In August, the libraries will be 
presenting Conservation Ambassadors’ “Wild Things.” Join 
us on Friday, August 7 at the Ukiah, Willits, and Round 
Valley branches, followed by an August 8 performance 
at the Fort Bragg and Coast Community branches. “Wild 
Things” will discuss the diversity of life on Earth, make 
science interesting and approachable, and tell the stories 
of the amazing animals in their care. These events are 
free and open to the public. Set your curiosity free and see 
what adventures take root this summer when you plant a 
seed and read! For more information, please view www.
mendolibrary.org or contact the Mendocino County Library 
at (707) 234-2873.

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES 

‘Toy Story 5’ 
The Story: Pixar’s high emotion comedy/
drama featuring young Bonnie who is 

a terribly shy 
little girl. She 
wants to have 
friends. But 
she can’t even 
talk to the little 
girls who live 

right next door because she’s too shy and 
she’s too afraid of rejection. Her toys don’t 
know what to do to help her. They gather 
together. Cowgirl Jessie who always thinks 
positive and her loyal horse Bullseye-- 
who used to be Woodie’s horse—round 
up all of Bonnie’s toys for a “group think” 
including especially Buzz Lightyear along 
with the noble cowboy Woodie. What 
Bonnie’s toys don’t know is all the other 
little girls are playing electronic games and 
don’t have room in their snotty computer-
warped hearts for shy old-fashion Bonnie, 
and mock her old fashion toys.
And then: Bonnie’s parents buy her a 
talking plastic tablet that has a frog face 
and is irritatingly smug. Will our sweet old-
fashion girl survive? It’s a test of Bonnie’s 
values and loyalty to the toys that care for, 
and unfailingly, love her.
My Thoughts: This flick sets love and 
imagination against artificial intelligence 
algorithms designed to suck out a little 
girl’s brain with flashing lights and crass 
electronic beeps and burps and chirpy 
repetitive brain worms. “Toy Story 5” is one 
more gift from Pixar to the movie-going 
public. It’s a sentimental and thoughtful 
“Hooray for our humanity!” Enough said.
Parents: This is a fine movie to watch 
with your children, and to talk with your 
children afterward about kindness and 
thoughtfulness, and “being there!” for your 
friends when they need you. Also it’s a fun 
movie with some sly silly poo-poo puns 
and jokes about potty training, all age 
appropriate, at least for the adults.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his 
reality attenuated by the wisdom of the 
imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

I would say that Friends Anonymous is similar to Pop Punk, like 
Green Day, very tight, amazing lyrics, really great chord structures, 
great song development. Tangled Ends are more like Psych Rock, 
grungy, more of a Kurt Cobain energy. The lead singer is just a 
phenomenal force of nature. Jackson is a phenomenal guitar player. 
The rhythm section is tight. Splynter won my heart at Bus Fest, when 
they played “Electric Funeral” [by Black Sabbath]. They did it their 
way and it was amazing. They are loud and passionate. They speak 
to their audience and I like that. It’s a good triple bill.”

Asked why the afternoon show, Girdauskas said: “Our feeling is 
that day shows are more conducive to our lifestyle. We no longer 
want to start a show at 9 pm. We’re finding that a lot of people feel 
the same. And there’s so much else going on in the evenings. We 
don’t want to step on those toes, and we want to give people an 
option. They can come to our day show, and then they can go to the 
Pub to hear a band afterwards,” he said.

“What we do at Tommy G Presents is to try to throw iconic events, 
themed events, like Willits Fest. We’re doing our second annual 
Willits Fest on July 25. We’re doing our second Day of the Divine 
on November 7. We did the Battle of the Bands at the Grange. We 
did a Disco Party at the Art Center. That was a super hoot. Today is 
us just throwing a simple concert with three of the loudest bands in 
Mendocino County.”

It was definitely an afternoon kind of show, and it worked for the 
punk lovers who enjoyed the patio at the Whistle Stop, some great 
music, and a tasty meal or treat. 
Below: The principals of Tommy G Presents, Kelly Viss, Tommy G, and 
Andre Puccio.

Photo by Mathew Caine
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Find your actual therapist. No referral needed.

MCHCINC.ORG

Say it to the
right person.

(855) 367-6242

At MCHC, it’s easier than you think. There’s a specialist here for you.

G R A N D  M A R S H A L    
LARRY & VIRGINIA STRANSKE

WILLITS FRONTIER DAYS 2026 HONOREES

T O P  H A N D  A W A R D 
HAILEY RILEY

Hailey Riley has been 
selected as this year’s 
Top Hand, a recognition 
well-deserved given her 
extensive contributions 
to our organization. A 
former sweetheart in 
2017, she initiated the 
Willits Frontier Days 
Juniors program that 
same year, and joined 
the Willits Frontier Days 
board in 2021.
Since then, Hailey 
has held a position 
on the WFD Board of 
Directors, and the last 
two years she has held 
the position of Secretary. 
She actively engages 
in various tasks, from 

promoting events to cleaning, planting, and maintaining the grounds through 
lawn mowing and weed eating.
Her dedication and willingness to help in any capacity have been invaluable, and 
we extend our heartfelt gratitude for her unwavering commitment.

Larry and Virginia Stranske have long been integral members of our 
community. They owned a jewelry shop in town, and Mr. Stranske dedicated 
many years to teaching woodshop. Mrs. Stranske served as our mayor, 
while Mr. Stranske continues to fulfill his role on the Willits City Council, with 
her unwavering support. Additionally, Mrs. Stranske operates a charming 
second-hand store on Main Street; if you have a moment, consider stopping 
by to say hello.

H E R I T A G E  A W A R D    
MAUREEN 
JENNISON

We are extremely fortunate to have Maureen Jennison officially 
join our team in 2012. She assumed the critical roles of 
designing the program, and serving as the official photographer, 
responsibilities that were previously held by Steve and Lana 
Eberhard.
Over the years, Maureen has fully embraced these diverse roles 
within our organization; in addition to her program design duties, 
she captures all event photographs and secures sponsorships for 
the annual program. For many years, she has also coordinated 
the floral arrangements for our Sweetheart dinner and for the 
horses featured in the parade.
Maureen maintains a website that archives a rich collection of 
WFD photographs. Her versatility and commitment have been 
invaluable, and we are profoundly grateful for her contributions.

Photos by Steve Eberhard

Willits Frontier Days Truck 
and Tractor Pulls

Come see locals and professionals hook their trucks 
up and try to pull The Terminator a full 300 feet across 
the Willits Frontier Days arena during this event on Friday, 
June 26. Gates open at 6 pm and tickets are available at 
the gate, or from the Sweethearts; $25 for adults; $15 for 
children 12 and under; children 2 and under are admitted 
for free.

Willits 
Frontier Days 
Street Dance
Come dance the night 

away after the Truck 
Pulls event (Friday, June 
26, around 9 pm) to the 
sounds of the Brody 
Stewart Band at the free Street Dance held on the old 
tennis courts at the Willits Frontier Days grounds.

Willits Frontier Days 
Taxi Service

The WFD Beer Crew is pleased to announce that they 
will be paying to have Gramps’ Taxi standing by after 
the dance on Friday, June 26 from 9 pm to 1 am, to help 
ensure safe travels home for event attendees. Riders will 
be responsible for paying their own fares; rates are $4 
per mile, and $1 per minute of wait time. There’s a $12 
minimum fare, and a $200 clean-up fee, if applicable. Info: 
Gramps’ Taxi: 707-462-9000.


