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WHY USE COLD CREEK COMPOST?
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MORE

coldcreekcompost.com
(707) 485-5966
       @ColdCreekCompost

COUGAR’S CLOSET II
MINI-STORAGE

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

Lincoln Realty 
1661-A South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

12TH Month FREE!
WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

707-259-0159 or 707-459-4599

Nestled among the trees yet 
just minutes from town, this 
beautifully updated 2-bedroom, 
2-bathroom A-frame offers the 
perfect balance of modern comfort 
and peaceful seclusion. Soaring 
vaulted ceilings and expansive windows flood the open-concept living 
space with natural light, creating a bright and inviting atmosphere. 
The spacious kitchen showcases elegant marble tile countertops, 
ideal for both everyday living and entertaining guests. With a private 
bedroom and full bathroom on each level, the thoughtful layout 
provides comfort, flexibility, and privacy. Enjoy serene mornings 
and relaxing evenings on the front or rear deck, surrounded by 
wooded tranquility and minimal neighboring homes. A generous 
two-car garage offers ample storage and convenience. Less than 10 
minutes from town amenities, this unique property delivers the rare 
opportunity to enjoy a private retreat without sacrificing accessibility. 
Welcome home to your own peaceful escape.
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COLUMN | How’s the Market? 

Anything but a lawsuit
Since people’s homes are often the most expensive 

asset they own, disagreements among buyers and 
sellers can get pretty intense. Sometimes, people 
get so worked up they want to take the other party 
to court. Even if you are seeing red right now, may 
I suggest that you consider going to court only as a 

last resort. 
As my lawyer once 

told me, “In a lawsuit, 
you may win and 
you may lose, but I 
guarantee one thing: I 
will win.” It’s the truth 
– the only sure thing is that 
going to court is expensive. 
A court case will likely cost 
more and take longer than 
other options, so here are 
a few other avenues to try 
first. 

Talking
It’s amazing how often 

approaching a problem 
with curiosity and open 
communication can 
resolve disagreements. 
Recently online, I saw 
someone post about a 
new neighbor who pointed 
his video camera into her 
yard. Instead of raging at 
him, she asked him why. 
He was embarrassed that 
he didn’t know how to 
use the camera properly 
and apologized. He had 
recently separated from 
his wife and was going 
through a rough time. The 
woman ended up helping 
him with some projects, 
and the two became 
friends. Does this always 
happen? No. But the 
chances of it happening 
when someone starts with 
rage-filled accusations 
makes it nearly impossible.

In real estate 
transactions, you can 
often find reasonable 
accommodations that 

make both parties happy. Minor 
concessions by one party or the 
other can sometimes prevent the 
whole agreement from falling apart. 
Talking also allows both parties to 
uncover misunderstandings where 
no one has to make a concession. 
For example, if the term of the loan is 
written for five years when the seller 
carrying the financing thought they 
agreed to three, maybe all he has to 
do is ask for clarification. The three-
year term may work well for both 
parties, and the contract simply had 

a typo. Go in with good intentions and assume the best 
of the other party. 

Mediation or arbitration
Sadly, not all disagreements are quite so easy to 

resolve. If talking to each other doesn’t work, consider 
mediation. This is where an independent third party tries 
to help the two parties come to an agreement that neither 
party loves. but both will acquiesce to. If the disagreement 
isn’t a huge one, the cost of resolution through mediation 
is usually far less than the cost of litigation (going to court). 
If mediation doesn’t work, there are lots of varieties of 
arbitration. There are pros and cons here. Arbitration is 
generally faster and cheaper than litigation, but there are 
limited appeals and the admissibility of evidence follows 
different rules than in litigation. 

Litigation
Going to court doesn’t always guarantee justice either, 

though it’s the best we’ve got. Having a judge and jury 
decide the fate of a dispute means humans are involved, 
and therefore, it isn’t foolproof. 

Your lawyer is the best one to help you determine the 
appropriate type of dispute resolution in your case. Be 
aware that time is ticking. If it’s a legal issue, the statute 
of limitations may limit how long you can wait before you 
can no longer seek restitution.

If you have questions about real estate or property 
management, contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com. 
If you have ideas for this column, let me know. If I use 
your suggestion in a column, I’ll send you a $25 gift 
card to Loose Caboose! If you’d like to read previous 
articles, visit www.selzerrealty.com and click on “How’s 
the Market.” 
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the 
business for more than 50 years. The opinions expressed 
here are his and do not necessarily represent his affiliated 
organizations.

Bill Barksdale
Columnist

Richard Selzer
Columnist
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Chana Eisenstein, DVM 
Celina Borucki-Gibson, DVM “Dr. BG”

Jamie Conner, DVM

East Hill
Veterinary Clinic

1200 East Hill Road   Willits, CA 95490

Tel: 707-459-5236
Full Service Grooming Salon
web: www.easthillvet.com 

24521 Lilac Drive

In the heart of historical West side Ukiah is this 
updated Victorian gem within minutes from 

downtown, shopping and transportation. 2,400 
sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 3 bath home with beautifully 

updated kitchen, custom cabinets, granite 
counters and a gas fireplace. Hardwood floors 

throughout the home and a fireplace with a pellet 
stove insert in the living room for those cooler 

nights. Seller has upgraded and remodeled some 
of the windows. Plenty of storage space 

throughout the house. French doors that lead into 
the extra room. The master suite is on the 

second story which includes a full bath with jetted 
tub, large walk in closet and a balcony 

overlooking the pool and back yard. The pool is 
in-ground and has been maintained. 2 car garage in-ground and has been maintained. 2 car garage 

has a 10'x20' finished permitted extra room. In 
addition there are 2 other storage sheds. 

Landscaped front and back yards with numerous 
fruit trees. Nice driveway with plenty of parking.

Secluded Brooktrails Lot with Existing Improvements and 
Lake Access. Discover this peaceful and private vacant lot 

in Brooktrails, ready for your dream home! This unique 
property offers water and sewer hookups already in place, 
saving you time and money. Additional features include an 

existing concrete driveway, a concrete pad ideal for a 
potential two-car garage, and a concrete foundation that 

may be repurposed for your future home build. Enjoy direct 
backyard access to serene Lake Ada Rose, perfect for 

nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts. For more information 
about the Brooktrails community, visit btcsd.org.

204 S Dora St, Ukiah

COLUMN | Journal

Liam UiCearbhaill
I’ve always enjoyed Liam UiCearbhaill since I’ve known him.  

I met him first because he was a computer tech from whom I 
often sought help when I was in business.  When I first started 
my business, few people used computers and there were no cell 
phones.  There wasn’t much help except a small shop called 

The Computer Cave in Willits where 
one could go for help.  Then came an 
unlikely looking fellow who seemed 
to know a lot about computers, this 
new technology that was quickly 
becoming a way to do more, easier 
if one understood how to use them.  
That fellow was Liam.

I would watch him work on my 
problem, occasionally he’d mumble 
“No that’s not it.”  As I’ve come to 
know Liam more over the years, I’ve 
come to understand that that’s his 
way of problem solving.  Liam taught 
me how to engineer my own radio 
show on KLLG, Willits local low-power 
radio station located in the Little Lake 

Grange – thus the call letters KLLG 97.9 LP FM.  
He always made himself available to me as I learned how to 

work with the station’s computer program and controls – how 
to adjust levels for each track of music as I discovered that 
recordings were not all the same.  That different recording 
engineers and technologies resulted in different levels when one 
is preparing them for broadcast.  He patiently taught me how to 
lay down each track, be it music or me speaking, separately so 
if there was a screw-up that track could be removed and redone.  

I took lots of notes and sometimes still have to give Liam a 
call and say, “I did something wrong but I don’t know what.”  
Sometimes he’d know right away what I did wrong, sometimes 
he’d point me in the right direction then say: “Play around with it 
and figure it out.”  That’s his way.  Learn by keeping at it until you 
figure it out.  More notes to my pages of notes as I got it right. 
Also more familiarity with the programming and engineering.  His 
gift to me – a technophobe.

We recently sat down in the quiet studio, a place I’ve come to 
love, for a conversation.  

“What’s your greatest strength” I queried?  He thought a brief 
moment then replied “Perseverance, persistence.  My computer 
work is a good example. I don’t quit. I just keep on going till it’s 
done.  Sometimes it’s not right, but I don’t like walking away from 
an issue.”  That’s very Liam. Keep at it. Try different things till you 
figure it out. I’ve never seen him not figure it out.  

‘What are you passionate about?” I asked.  “All things Irish.  
I was born William David Carroll, but in February of 2000 I 
changed it to the Gaelic spelling – UiCearbhaill.  William David 
was an incredibly common name.  When my son was young and 
in the hospital, there was another William David Carroll. Their 
names and hospitals got switched.

“My parents hated the name ‘Bill,’ Liam said. In school every 
teacher called him “Bill.”  In the late 1800 and early 1900s some 
Irish people adopted their Gaelic names. “I got mine legally 
changed.”

I continued with my questioning about his life experiences.  
“I’ve done a lot of different things. I was a fundamentalist Christian 
in the ’70s for 20 years, then became disillusioned.  I became 
interested in the Renaissance Faire.  My ex-wife became very ill 
from chemical allergies, and we moved to Willits in 2003.”  

“Tabatha was running a ‘packages for soldiers’ program about 
2007, and she needed help.  She joined the Grange.  I joined the 
Grange in about 2009.  I got involved with the breakfasts then 
the grain program.  Eventually I was elected to several positions.”  
In 2012 there were disputes between the National Grange and 
the State Grange.  The situation was complex and not easily 
understood.  It got resolved. 

I wanted to know more about this man that I’ve come to know 
as a friend and a very interesting person. “Who’s inspired you 
in your life”? I inquired.  After a pause he replied: “As a boy, 
Socrates.”  Socrates was an ancient Greek philosopher from 
Classical Athens who lived from 470-399 BC.  He was poor by 
choice and attracted many of the young men of Athens with his 
philosophic musings. He left no writings behind but is reputed to 
have said: “The unexamined life is not worth living”; “The only true 
wisdom is in knowing you know nothing”; and “To find yourself, 
think for yourself.”  Socrates was executed by the “wise men” of 
his time for teaching the importance of thinking for yourself, living 
simply, and not necessarily accepting the “Gods” of the time. 
Heady stuff for a child to relate to.

“I was the youngest of five kids,” Liam said. “My parents were 
intellectuals, and we would have philosophical discussions. That 
was the table talk. We learned to be civil, and as long as we could 
defend our points of view, they were accepted.” 

He went on to say others he found inspiring were Jacques 
Cousteau, Martin Luther King, Robert Kennedy, and Gandhi.  
“I admire each of them and none of them were perfect.”  Then 
he added “The Dali Lama who said: My religion is kindness.”  
I personally found this last particularly poignant.  Imagine if 
kindness were the basis of our social interactions. 

I asked Liam: “What has made you stronger?”  He responded 
“Not sure that I am.  That implies that I’m stronger, and I’m not 
sure I am.  When I left the church, I was very depressed. A single 
father of a teenage boy, I bootstrapped myself out of depression 
and recreated myself at that time. That’s when the name change 
happened.”

He continued: “I eliminated the word ‘should’ at that time. That 
eliminated a lot of my internal conflicts as if there are set rules we 
‘should’ follow.  I take responsibility for my choices and actions.  
I don’t feel guilty about them. I refuse to carry guilt. The purpose 
of guilt is control.”

I asked: “How would describe yourself?”  His reply, “Calm, 
kind, lustful, annoying to a lot of people.”  An unvarnished self-
assessment.

I continued: “What is community 
for you, and how does it affect your 
journey?” “I’ve spent much of my 
life in quest of community.  Number 
one is my family in addition to my 

immediate family – cousins and others.  The church for a while, 
but it became too judgmental particularly the beginning of the 
’80s. There was the Renaissance Faire.  I’ve stayed in Willits 
because it reminded me of the Renaissance Faire community. 
Anywhere I went at the Faire, there were people I knew.”

“There’s a bunch of RenFair people in Willits.  Just walking 
across the Faire grounds, I would have to allow extra time to talk 
with people, and Willits is like that.”

Liam thought for a moment then continued: “One of the lessons 
I’ve learned is it’s good to help people and it’s good to let people 
help you, because you don’t want to rob them of the blessing 
they get from helping you. One of the things I like about Willits is 
given time and tolerance, things can be mended as long as you 
don’t carry a grudge forever.”

I questioned: “How do you work through difficult situations?” 
He thought about it then replied: “Problem solving in computers 
is to keep trying things till it works.  On a personal level, I try 
to be kind. I try to help people step back a bit and see things 
objectively.  What are we trying to accomplish? Sometimes it 
works, sometimes it doesn’t. I don’t carry grudges. It’s too much 
work.”

Finally I asked: “What makes you happy?” After a moment he 
said “Truthfully, I’m struggling with that since I’ve been sick, but 
I’d have to say community. I take joy and comfort with people and 
connecting with friends I’ve known for a long time – connecting 
with young people.” 

And that’s how we ended our conversation.  As I closed my 
notepad and left the radio studio, I felt better somehow.  Here 
was this wise and kind man who is part of our community.  A 
community where I find so much to be grateful for.  Liam is one of 
the people I feel such gratitude for.  Thanks, Liam.  
Bill Barksdale has served on the County of Mendocino Tax 
Assessment Appeals Board, the Board of Realtors, its Legal 
Affairs Committee and Multiple Listing Service, and a number 
of other boards and nonprofits. DRE# 01106662; 707-489-2232.

Liam UiCearbhaill at the mic in the KLLG low-power radio studio at the 
Little Lake Grange.

Photo by Bill Barksdale.

Willits 
Weekly
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COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Happy April to our 
community in the redwoods

Hello and happy April to our community in 
the redwoods! 

I truly hope you have organized your tax 
docs.  With the amount of changes that have 
taken place recently in the tax world, I hope you 
have had your taxes prepared by a licensed 
professional.  If you have done the preparation 
and filing yourself, it might be 
wise to have a second look.

Critical information for 
preparing your taxes is “proof” 
of your income for the tax year 
– a W-2 or 1099 does this.

• W-2 ‘Wage & Tax’ 
statement is provided to 
employees by their employer. 
W-2 - reports an employee’s 
income from the prior year and 
how much tax the employer 
withheld.  

• If you own your own 
business or are an independent contractor/
freelancer or receive income from investments 
– you will receive a 1099 – and there are now 
22 varieties of 1099s to report income to the 
IRS! 

• Unlike W-2’s – 1099s indicate no taxes 
were withheld, making recipients responsible 
for estimating & paying self-employment taxes, 
quarterly, during the tax year. 

• Businesses are required to send 1099’s to 
their contractors AND the IRS by the end of 
January.

• It might be tempting to not report this 
money on your tax return, especially if the 
amounts are small, but if you don’t, there’s a 
good chance the IRS will know about it. Your 
tax return will be compared to what’s on file to 
see if there are any discrepancies, and if the 
numbers vary, you put yourself at greater risk 
of being audited.

Given the growth of the “gig” economy, we’ve 
seen a dramatic increase in the “types” of 1099 
forms. 1099s are the way the IRS ensures that 
taxpayers accurately report their income, even 
when it doesn’t come from traditional salaried 
W-2 employment.  

Some popular 1099s:
• 1099 NEC - Nonemployee 
Compensation: Used for 
freelancers/contractors paid 
$2,000 or more in a year 
(amount just changed from 
$600/year).
• 1099-MISC Miscellaneous 
Information: Used for 
payments like rent, royalties, or 
prizes over $10-$600.
• 1099-INT/DIV: Reports 
interest or dividends from 
banks/brokerages.
• 1099-K: Reports payments 

from third-party networks (e.g., PayPal, Stripe, 
Venmo).
• SSA-1099: Social Security income
• 1099-B - Investment withdrawals
• 1099-R: Retirement account withdrawals 
• 1099-DA: Digital Asset
• 1099-VLI: Vehicle Interest
• 1099-Q: Withdrawal from a 529 or a Coverdell 
education savings account

If you are receiving a 1099, be certain 
to review for accuracy, and if there is a 
discrepancy, time is of the essence, so contact 
your issuer and have a corrected 1099 filed 
with the taxing authorities.

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any 
questions.

– Nick
Nicholas Casagrande is an accountant and 

a financial advisor. His firm, NC 
Financial Group, is a wealth-
management firm, serving 
individual clients as well as small- 
to medium-sized businesses. 
Client work includes personal 
and corporate taxes, investment 
planning, insurance, and real 
estate. EA# 00105394 DRE# 
01854336 CA Insurance License 
# 0H68496.
Willits office is located at 675 South 
Main Street, call 855-240-6606 or 
414-480-3669. This information is 
for general purposes only. Please 
consult a financial professional 
for your own situation; Individual 
circumstances do vary.

Remodeling?
Showing Your 

Home?
Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40

Call for Availability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. • Willits • 459-2529

23851 IRIS TERRACE - BROOKTRAILS

Custom designed in stunning natural surroundings! This 2,200 sq ft home sits on 
nearly an acre & touches 100 acres of greenbelt. Open-concept design is filled 

with natural light, vaulted ceilings, custom kitchen cabinetry, and rich stone and 
wood countertops. 2 bathrooms– custom-tiled showers and a vintage clawfoot tub. 

Finished basement provides additional space for storage. Expansive rear deck. 
Blending comfort, craftsmanship, and nature!

24900 N. HWY 101 
IN WILLITS 

Lic# 679517

707-459-5859

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist

Planning an outdoor digging project this 
spring? Call 811 before you dig to avoid 

repair costs averaging $3,500
Submitted by PG&E

NORTH COAST, Calif. — Every year 
during spring and summer months, many 
California homeowners and residents 
turn their attention to yard improvement 
projects that involve digging. Whether 
it’s repairing or replacing a fence, 
planting or landscaping, or installing 
a new mailbox, April is National Safe 
Digging Month, a reminder to call 811 
before any digging project, large or 
small, to dig safely and avoid expensive 
repair bills averaging $3,500.

During 2025 there were over 1,200 
incidents where underground utility 
lines were damaged due to digging, 
including 216 in North Coast counties:

• Marin County – 76
• Sonoma County – 55
• Solano County – 40
• Napa County – 23
• Lake County – 2
• Humboldt County – 20
And far too often, these incidents 

are a result of seemingly small digging 
projects where homeowners failed 
to call 811. In fact, in 89 percent of 
incidents where a homeowner damaged 
an underground line while digging, 811 
was not called. Not only is digging 
without knowing 
the location of 
underground lines 
dangerous, it 
can also result in 
expensive repairs 
and inconvenient 
outages and 
require a 911 
response.

Underground 
utility lines can 
be shallow, 
sometimes only a 
few inches below 
the surface, due to erosion, previous 
digging projects or landscaping, 
shifting or settling of the ground and 
uneven surfaces. Customers should 
make a free call to 811 a minimum of 
two business days before starting any 
digging project, large or small.

“Calling 811 is required before all 
digging projects, even small ones using 
hand tools.  This simple and free step 
will help keep you, your family, and 
neighbors safe, while also avoiding 
expensive repairs. Once 811 has been 
notified, professionals will mark the 
location of underground utilities using 
paint and/or flags, so you know what’s 
below and can dig safely.” said Jeff 
Janvier, PG&E Gas Operations Lead.  

Warmer weather months see an 
increase in digging projects, and 
unfortunately many of those projects 
are proceeding without a free call to 811 
to have underground utilities marked for 
project sites. In fact, a recent national 
survey conducted by the Common 
Ground Alliance, found that the most 
common reason homeowners skip 
contacting 811 is assuming their 
project is too shallow to pose a risk – 
a misconception that continues to put 
people and property in harm’s way. 
From planting a tree to installing a 
mailbox to setting up a backyard fence, 
no digging project is too small to call 
811.

2024 by the numbers
• There were 1,247 incidents in 

Northern and Central California where 
homeowners or contractors damaged 
underground gas or electric lines while 
digging

• In 55 percent of incidents when an 
underground utility line was damaged 
due to digging, 811 was not called.

• For homeowners specifically, that 
percentage rises to 89 percent

• The average cost to repair a 
damaged utility line is $3,500

• Leading causes of damages to 
underground utility 
lines while digging 
include: building 
or replacing a 
fence, gardening 
and landscaping, 
planting a tree or 
removing a stump, 
sewer and irrigation 
work and building a 
deck or patio

Calling 811 is 
fast and free

• Customers 
should call 811 a minimum of two 
business days before beginning any 
project that involves digging, no matter 
how large or small. Customers can 
also visit 811express.com to have 
underground utility lines marked for 
their project site.

• Professional utility workers for all 
utilities (gas, electric, water, sewer and 
telecommunications) will be dispatched 
to mark the location of all underground 
utility lines for the project site with flags, 
spray paint, or both.

• The 811 call center serving Central 
and Northern California, USA North, 
is staffed 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, and will provide Spanish and 
other translation services.


