
The annual local phone book, created by the Willits 
Soroptimist International of Willits, is making its 2026 debut 

on April 9, being distributed in 
this week’s Willits Weekly, 
as well as to many local 
businesses around town. 

The phone book lists residential and commercial 
numbers, and, since it’s created by the non-profit, cell 
phones, addresses, websites and emails are all also able 
to be listed as contact methods. However, also since it is 

created by the non-profit, they rely on the community to 
make adjustments, add new numbers, or remove old or 
obsolete numbers. 

If you notice something that needs changing, please 
contact the SIW at willitsphonebook@gmail.com. 

“Community members often tell me how much they 
appreciate our continuance of the community phone book,” 
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Above, from left: Soroptimist International of Willits members, including from left: Marie Maddux, Marilyn Harden, Kitty Norris, Heidi 
Ahders and Vicki Ham, pose with copies of the new 2026 Willits Community Telephone Directory out on the streets on April 9, 2026. 
Digital copies of the book are also available online at www.WillitsWeekly.com under the “Special Sections” tab. 

Soroptimist International of Willits
releases 54th annual Community Telephone Directory

Above: Herbs that are ready-to-be enjoyed now include: Heavily scented oregano; both the stems and flowers of chives can be enjoyed 
in meals; and of course, rosemary which also blooms small white flowers. Below: Another benefit of growing herbs is that they seed 
quickly and everywhere, making additional volunteer herb gardens all around, including new starts of parsley, left, and oregano, right. 

Happy Herbs
Herbs are wonderfully easy to grow, and many come 

back year after year, arriving fast and lasting all season 
long. They’re divine to have fresh for cooking, or can be cut 
and dried for year-long flavor. I’m extra interested in low-
maintenance, high-reward gardening these days, and it’s 
been a delight to have herbs already ready and waiting in 
the garden! Try a little herb box in your garden, porch or on 
your windowsill. Deer tend to leave rosemary alone, and the 
bees enjoy all the blooms! The more you cut and trim, the 
more prolific the plants become, so use them and enjoy!

At left: Creeping 
thyme and parsley 
enjoy the spring sun. 
Below, from left: Sage 
flowers burst purple 
from the dusty green 
stalks. Making sure 
to make Simon and 
Garfunkel proud, 
parsley rounds out my 
“Scarborough Fair” 
assortment of herbs, 
and looks beautiful 
in leaf or buds – just 
don’t confuse it with 
cilantro! Bleck!

Photos by Maureen Jennison
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Record hot, 
dry March 

wipes out 
Sierra 

Nevada 
snowpack

Posted by DWR
Sacramento – The 
Department of Water 
Resources on April 1 
conducted the critical April 
snow survey at Phillips 
Station and found no 
measurable snow, a stark 
indicator of how record hot 
March temperatures and 
high elevation rain have 
erased the Sierra Nevada 
snowpack months ahead of 
schedule.

The combination of 
warm storms and unusually 
hot temperatures rapidly 
melted what remained of 
this year’s already sparse 
snowpack. Statewide, the 
snowpack is now just 18 
percent of average for 
this date, according to the 
automated snow sensor 
network.

Today’s results are 
the second lowest April 
measurement on record 
in the Sierra for Phillips 
Station, largely because 
there was still some visible 
– if not measurable – snow 
on the ground. By contrast, 
the lowest April reading 

CAL FIRE 
announces 

burn in South 
Covelo

Posted by CAL FIRE MEU
Mendocino County – the 
California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection, 
Mendocino Unit, will be 
conducting a vegetation 
management prescribed 
burn in South Covelo. This 
prescribed burn will treat 
approximately 1,000 acres 
of chaparral and understory 
vegetation within oak 
woodlands and mixed 
conifer habitats, creating a 
mosaic of variously burned 
vegetation and islands of 
unburned habitat.

The South Covelo project 
is in the northeastern 
portion of Mendocino 
County, east of Highway 
101, and south of the town 
of Covelo.

Burning will begin 
on Wednesday, April 
8, 2026, and continue 
intermittently as favorable 
weather conditions present 
themselves, but end no 
later than Thursday, April 
30, 2026. Burning will start 
at approximately 8 am and 
conclude at approximately 
3 pm daily.

This project adds to 
significant work underway 
throughout the state and 

Seasonal 
firefighters 

back in 
town

Posted by CAL FIRE 
Mendocino Unit

CAL FIRE Mendocino 
Unit is excited to announce 
that 176 of our seasonal 
men and women are back 
in town, marking the start of 
peak preparedness season.

This is an excellent 
opportunity for families to 
review their emergency 
plans and evacuation 
routes, ensuring everyone 
knows what to do in case 
of a wildfire. Preparing go 
bags with essential items is 
crucial for safety.

For more information, 
please visit www.
readyforwildfire.org

Willits man 
arrested for 

trying to meet 
with girl he 
thought 14

By Sgt. J. Logan, 
for MCSO

On March 20, 2026, 
at approximately 1:23 
pm, Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies 
were dispatched to contact 
an adult male who lived in 
Pennsylvania. The reporting 
party had information 
pertaining to possible lewd 
acts with a child that were 
occurring in Brooktrails, 
California. Based on the 
nature of the alleged 
acts, Sheriff’s deputies 
and detectives with the 
Sheriff’s Office conducted 
a joint investigation into the 
incident.

The caller advised he 
was in the early stages 
of starting a non-profit 
organization to protect 
children, and he wanted to 
share information with law 
enforcement. The caller 
advised he created a fake 
online profile depicting a 
14-year-old female juvenile 
named, “Rosie.”

On March 19, 2026, the 
caller from Pennsylvania 
was posing as the juvenile 
“Rosie” and was “Friended” 
on a website by an adult 
male from Brooktrails. The 
adult male subject was 
identified as Christopher 
Sironi (38-year-old male 
from Willits). The reporting 
party from Pennsylvania 
and Sironi started 
communicating over the 
internet, at which time Sironi 
acknowledged the person 
he was communicating with 
was a 14-year-old female 
juvenile.

During their conversation, 
Sironi sent a photograph of 
himself, which confirmed 
Sironi’s identity through 
previous law enforcement 
contacts and online public 
sources.

Throughout Sironi 
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Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and 
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters 
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To 
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication 
from any one writer to once every four weeks.

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address 
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of 
residence will be published. Deadline is end of day Monday for each 
Thursday edition. No letters from an anonymous source will be 
published, although a request to withhold the writer's name will be 
considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

What do YOU 
think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from 
our readers

Public is invited to join Spirit 
Runners in Jackson Forest, April 12

Submitted by Bay Area Coalition for Headwaters and 
Coalition to Save Jackson Demonstration State Forest

The Coalition to Save Jackson Demonstration State Forest 
invites the public to attend the run by the “AIM 500 Mile Spirit 
Runners”  in Jackson Forest on Sunday, April 12, from 10 am 
to 3 pm to support local Tribes in their efforts to protect and 
preserve the critters, trees and waters in this forest, which has 
been their ancestral territory for thousands of years.

The event will begin with people gathering at Camp 
One, about 6 miles each of Fort Bragg, at 10 am, with the 
run commencing at 10:30, and is intended to connect the 
ancestors and the trees with the prayers of these runners 
and to re-energize the Movement with these prayers. This is 
a prayer run, not a protest. The trail includes steep areas and 
will take place in stages. Runners from the public are invited to 
join as appropriate to their abilities, in harmony with the Spirit 
Runners. The gathering will be addressed by speakers while 
waiting to receive the Runners on their return.

Everyone is welcome to enjoy this special day in the forest, 
surrounded by beautiful redwoods. Camp One in JDSF has a 
lovely creek running through it, where kids can play. It really 
soothes the spirit just to be there. See you on Sunday, April 12.

For more information, including directions and parking 
details, contact Polly Girvin at 707 485-2604 or email 
pollygirvin@gmail.com

County releases Draft Hazard 
Mitigation Plan for public review 

and comment
Submitted by Mendocino County Executive Office

The County of Mendocino is inviting residents, businesses, 
and community stakeholders to review and provide feedback 
on the draft Mendocino County Hazard Mitigation Plan, a 
comprehensive strategy designed to reduce the risks and 
impacts of natural disasters across the county.

The Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies vulnerabilities to 
hazards such as wildfires, floods, drought, earthquakes, 
tsunamis, and severe weather events, and outlines actions to 
enhance community resilience, protect lives and property, and 
reduce long-term recovery costs.

This plan covers the entire county, including the 
unincorporated communities of Fort Bragg, Point Arena, 
Ukiah, and Willits. It also includes some special districts, 
including the Covelo Fire Protection District, the Mendocino 
County Office of Education, the Noyo Harbor District, and the 
Redwood Coast Fire Protection District.

The public review period will be open April 6 to April 20, 
2026. The survey to collect responses, which includes links to 
the updated mitigation plan, can be accessed at the following 
website: https://bit.ly/MendoHMP-PublicComment
About the Hazard Mitigation Plan: The Hazard Mitigation 
Plan is updated periodically in accordance with federal 
requirements under the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. An approved plan allows the county and participating 
jurisdictions to remain eligible for certain types of federal 
disaster assistance and mitigation funding. The plan 
represents a collaborative effort involving county departments, 
local agencies, tribal partners, and community stakeholders.

Senior Center menu 
for the week 

Willits Senior Center is serving 
lunch in its indoor dining room, 
Monday through Friday, from 11:45 
am to 1 pm. Drive-through lunches 
are available from 12 to 12:45 pm, 
outside the Senior Center, 1501 
Baechtel Road.
Thursday, April 9: Chili Relleno 
Casserole
Friday, April 10: Ham Dinner w/
Sides
Sunday, April 12: Pancake 
Breakfast
Monday, April 13: Chef Salad
Tuesday, April 14: Ham, Scalloped 
Potatoes
Wednesday, April 15: Sloppy Joe 
Sandwich
Thursday, April 16: Corned Beef 
Hash
Friday, April 17: Baked Chicken w/
Sides
Activities: Bingo on Friday nights, 
5 to 7 pm. Exercise class weekday 
mornings from 9 to 10 am. 
Meals on Wheels: The Senior 
Center Meals on Wheels program 
delivers lunch Monday through 
Friday, excepting holidays. To sign 
up call Joliana at 459-6826, who can 
help fill out the application form. Call 
459-6826 the day before needed 
to schedule home meal delivery. 
Delivered throughout Willits. 
Pancake Breakfast: Second 
Sunday of the month from 8:30 to 
11:30 am. Menu choices: 1) Biscuits 
& gravy with scrambled eggs. 2) 
All-you-can-eat pancakes with 
scrambled eggs, sausage or bacon. 
Breakfast includes coffee, orange 
juice or milk. Adults $13; Senior 
Center members $12; Children 8 
and under $8. Proceeds benefit 
Nutritional, Transportation, and 
Outreach services for Willits seniors.
Transportation for seniors: Call 
459-5556 to schedule. Pick up 
and drop off for grocery shopping, 
banking, doctors’ appointments. 
Senior Center Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need of 
volunteers to help with the many 
activities here at the center, including 
volunteer Meals on Wheels drivers. 
“Volunteers are one-third of our 
workforce, which allows us to offer 
many services to our members and 
community.” To learn more about 
volunteering: 459-6826.

Residents of Willits, Brooktrails, Laytonville and Covelo are welcome 
to send in a letter to the editor. Please email us: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Volume 13, Number 633

You have a lot to manage.
You don't have to be 
alone with stress, anxiety 
or depression.

P R I M A R Y  C A R E  •  W O M E N ’ S  H E A L T H  •  P E D I A T R I C S
 D E N T I S T R Y  •  B E H A V O R I A L  H E A L T H  •  S P E C I A L T Y  C A R E 

Working with a mental health 
professional can improve 
many areas of your life.

MCHC has professionals who 
can help. Get help today.

Your mental health
matters. Servicios de salud mental 

disponibles en español

CONTACT MCHC'S BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

(707) 468-1010       MCHCINC.ORG

SkunkTrain.com
707.964.6371

299 East Commercial Street
 Willits, California 95490

RIDE THE THRILL! 

SKUNK TRAIN 

RAILCOASTER

Power down steep terrain, pass through a historic 
tunnel, and take in breathtaking redwood views on 
this 15-mile journey, complete with a picnic lunch.

Departing this May!

Opening Day 
Willits Redwood Little League begins 

season with ceremony and games
With a crowd of eager parents watching, 

the fog lifted just in time for the opening 
ceremony of the 
2026 Willits Redwood 
Little League season. 
The sound of “Play 

ball!” was spoken into the microphone as 
Willits Parks and Facility Foreman Nigel 
Swinney threw out the ceremonial first 
pitch to Grayson Mann of the Pirates and 
the season had begun. 

Prior to the pitch, Willits Little League 
President Andrew Hosford announced the 
teams in order, from the oldest hard-ballers 
to the youngest T-ball players. After the 
teams took the field in single file, greeted 
each other, and trotted around the bases, 
they took formation for announcements, the 
Little League Pledge, the Parents Pledge, 
and the national anthem.

“This is the opening day of baseball,” 
explained Hosford. “The softball and 
interleague kids have been playing, but this 
is when the rest of the kids will start playing. 
There are about 25 teams, 25 head coach 
volunteers, 25 assistant coaches. We’re 
ready to go. There’s a lot of work that goes 
into getting the season started. Once the 

game play starts and all the kids are smiling 
and everyone is outside, it makes it all 
worth it.” Indeed, there were a few hundred 
smiles from the parents and players, all of 
them eager to begin the season, with all 
teams scheduled to play this Saturday.

The league is divided into various age 
levels, with a division for hard and soft 
ball. “We have T-ball, which is 4 to 6, some 
3-year-olds, coach pitch, which is 6 to 8,” 
continued Hosford. “Then we have the 
minors, 8 to 10; majors, 10 to 12; 50/70, 
which is intermediate, 13-year-olds; juniors, 
14 and 15-year-olds. We have baseball and 
we have softball. For softball, we have a 
junior team, a major team, and two minor 
teams.”

In most years, there is a search for 
willing parents to take on the responsibility 
and become coaches. “This year, for the 
first time ever, we didn’t have to beg for 
coaches,” said Hosford. “We had plenty 
of volunteers. We have a lot more youth 
umpires this year. If they know how to 
umpire, then they ultimately end up being 

Read the rest of
Baseball Over on page 9

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above, from left: Willits Parks and Facility Foreman Nigel Swinney throws out the first pitch to 
Grayson Mann. The Mud Cats mug for the camera while waiting for the ceremony to finish. The 
snack bar is popular among the kids as well as the parents, serving traditional snacks and lunch 
foods. At left: After reciting the Little League Pledge, the teams respectfully listen to the national 
anthem.  Below: The kids take the opportunity to get close to the Reach helicopter that landed on the 
soccer field. At bottom: Some of the young umpires are recognized during the ceremony.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Andrew Hosford, 
president of Willits 
Redwood Little 
League for the 
last six years, 
stands in the early 
morning foggy air 
on opening day. 
At right: Coach 
Enrique of the 
Astros and his 
daughter, Gianna, 
are confident 
of the team’s 
success this 
season.

Little Lake Valley rainfall totals (inches) rainfall

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun weekly since

location Mar 30 Mar 31 Apr 01 Apr 02 Apr 03 Apr 04 Apr 05 total 01Oct25

0.00 0.01 0.53 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.56 48.42

0.00 0.01 0.80 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.88 49.85

Valley Rd 0.00 0.01 0.47 0.08 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.57 34.74

Canyon Rd 0.00 0.01 0.40 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.48 38.64

Pine Mountain 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 44.58

South Main @ East Oak 0.00 0.01 0.75 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.78 47.96

average 0.00 0.01 0.49 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.56 44.03

Northbrook Way

Brooktrails Dr @ Sherwood Rd

data compiled from weatherunderground (https://www.wunderground.com)

Willits Rain Box
After 27 days without any measurable precipitation, 0.01” graced the Little Lake Valley on March 31. This brought 

the total March 2026 accumulation to a mere 0.05”, exceptionally low compared to an average of 10.45” in March 2024 
and 2025.  The total rainfall received between October 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026 came in at 43.48 inches, which is 
approximately 15 to 20” less than the same period the each of the last 2 years.

April started off with an average 0.55” accumulation, with April 1 marking the wettest day since February 24. The 
outlook for April rainfall is not too promising, as recent years have seen an average of just 2” of precipitation during the 
month.

– Tim Hanna, Willits Rain Box

America’s Favorite 
Student
To the Editor:
I am reaching out as a long-time 
reader of Willits Weekly to bring 
to your attention the talent of a 
local Willits Charter Elementary 
student named Drüzahna 
Nielson, who has been nominated 
for America’s Favorite Student, 
featuring a grand prize of an 
appearance in Reader’s Digest, 
touring the Planetary Society 
with Bill Nye, and receiving a 
$20,000 cash prize. Information 
regarding her candidacy can be 
found at the following link: https://
americasfavstudent.org/2026/dr-
zahna and information about the 
contest itself can be found here: 
https://americasfavstudent.org/
I would be  very appreciative 
for votes from our incredible 
community in supporting this 
aspiring young scientist’s 
dreams! The deadline to vote 
is 7 pm on April 9. If selected 
to advance, voting will continue 
until at least April 16 at 7 pm. 

Heath Birilli, ACSW/MSW, 
Willits

Thank you, beloved 
Willits
To the Editor:
Mendocino Producers Guild /
Tommy G Presents “First Annual 
Willits Battle of the Bands – Enter 
the Rocktagon!” at the Little Lake 
Grange on March 28 was a fun, 
huge success! We had a great 
crowd and awesome original 
local music. 
The bands were Tangled Ends, 
Splynter, Weevilism, Surfsquatch, 
Alchemic Transmutation, Friends 
Anonymous, MendoFire, 
Seed707, and Lupine Driver. 
The champs were Friends 
Anonymous; placing a very close 
second was Tangled Ends and 
third went to MendoFire. All three 
bands had a brilliant showcase 

set at the end. 
The crowd was robust, and about 
a third were local youth who 
moshed it up for their homies 
on stage. We had wizards, 
too! Our celebrity judges-Scott 
Jackish, Cherie Sheraque, Robin 
Suzanne, Amanda Joy, and 
Jeff Martin-did a great job with 
the difficult task of scoring and 
picking the winners. Our heartfelt 
thanks to all who participated!
I’d like to give special props 
to the Traci Pellar, Mendocino 
Producers Guild and Tommy G 
Presents co-producers, Andre 
Puccio and Kelly Viss. Andre set 
and ran a super smooth stage 
and put on a sweet light and 
fog show giving these players 
a rockstar experience. Kelly, as 
always, was a brainstorming 
force leading up to the event and 
as vending coordinator, brought 
in beautiful local art.
Turtle Island Tacos did what 
they do best and fed us all 
great food. Katy O’Rear poured 
soft kombucha and craft root 
beer courtesy of Shanachie 
Pub. Thank you, Pete! Grant’s 
Cookies provided the sweet 
tooth.  Mendocheeto, local artist 
Shane Grogg, made us killer 
poster art and stickers. Thanks 
to our security team Gabe and 
Costello for their expert presence 
and to Jennifer and Renee for 
holding down the box office. And 
to all of our volunteers, we love 
you!
 Most of all, we want to thank 
Erica, Liam, Alex, Remedy, RJ 
and the two Mikes of the Little 
Lake Grange and KLLG Radio 
for hosting us. We hope we 
brought attention to your mission 
and hope you will have us back 
again. Thanks Willits and Mendo-
at-large for coming to have fun 
with us! See you again soon!

Tom Girdauskas,  
Mendocino Producers Guild / 

Tommy G Presents
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W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
March 30 to April 5

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW  T O 
S U D OK U

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once in 
each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

AGRICULTURE
AGRONOMY

ANIMALS
ANNUAL
APIARY

BIODIVERSITY

BIODYNAMIC
CAPACITY

COVER
CROPS

CULTIVATION
DEADHEADING

DRAINAGE
DRILLING
ECOLOGY
EROSION
FARMING
HARVEST

HUSBANDRY
IRRIGATION
LIVESTOCK
ROTATION

SOIL
TILLAGE

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Health care pros
  4. A person inhabiting Benin
  7. One thousand cubic 
      feet (abbr.)
 10. Split pulses
 11. Frozen water
 12. Small constellation
 13. Perennial mountain rice
 15. Pick up
 16. Japanese historical  
       period
 19. Suggesting the horror 
       of death and decay
 21. Unattached
 23. Fishing port in SE France
 24. Products for dogs
 25. One point south 
       of southeast
 26. Having the skill 
       or resources to do  
       something
 27. Involve oneself deeply
 30. Immobile
 34. __ pai dong: Hong 
       Kong food stall
 35. Move quickly on foot
 36. Gathered
 41. A way through
 45. Another name for Thor
 46. Sharp dueling sword
 47. The supreme commander  
       of a fleet

 50. Seasoned sausages
 54. Path
 55. Christian hermit
 56. Ancient region 
       of Asia Minor
 57. Where wrestlers 
       go to work
 59. Roman statesman
 60. Explosive
 61. Licensed for Wall Street
 62. Where golfers start
 63. Grow old
 64. Autonomic nervous  
       system
 65. No seats available

CLUES DOWN
  1. A legally binding  
      command
  2. General feeling 
      of discomfort
  3. Dribble
  4. Soft touch
  5. South American plant
  6. Clouds of gas and dust 
      in space
  7. Warm-blooded  
      vertebrates
  8. Lines created by folding
  9. Strong belief
 13. Senior officer
 14. Adult
 17. Joint entrance  

       examination in India
 18. Passports and drivers   
        licenses are two
 20. Those who go against an  
       accepted authority
 22. One point east of  
       northeast
 27. Journalist Tarbell
 28. One s mother (British)
 29. Nowhere to be found
 31. A way to save for old age
 32. Fall behind
 33. Midway between  
       northeast and east
 37. The work of a sailor
 38. Mark with striae
 39. Energy, style and  
       enthusiasm
 40. Sticky situation
 41. Monetary units of Spain
 42. Three-banded armadillo
 43. Chooses
 44. More disreputable
 47. Defensive nuclear  
       weapon
 48. The Partridge Family   
       actress Susan
 49. Livestock owners assn.  
       in Spain
 51. Duplicating machine  
       (abbr.)
 52. OJ trial judge
 53. Politician
 58. Airborne (abbr.)

(707) 459-6791
208 E. San Francisco Ave.

sparetimegardencenter.com

STORE  HOURS
Mon - Sat 8 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

STOREWIDE SAVINGS

ENTERTAINMENT • VENDORS • FREE SAMPLES • DRAWINGS

ONE DAY
ONLY!
APRIL 18TH

*SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY

20% - 35%

OFF*

ERICHARTFORSUPERVISOR.COM       FACEBOOK.COM/ERICHARTFORSUPERVISOR

Paid for by Eric Hart for Supervisor 2026

 OOce hours:

1st & 3rd Thursdays:
10 am - 12 noon

 at Brickhouse Coffee

4th Thursdays:
5 - 7 pm 

at Northspur Brewingat Northspur Brewing

Come chat with your candidate

La Vida Charter School students 
learn ancient papermaking techniques

By Jaclyn Luna, for La Vida Charter School
On an unseasonably warm day recently, 

students at La Vida Charter School were 
introduced to ancient Korean papermaking 
techniques by guest artists Steph Rue and 
Chris Yi Suh. Students and staff gathered 
in the school’s charming courtyard where 
the artists had set up the papermaking 
station with donations of mulberry pulp 
and sugetas from Hiromi Paper, Inc.

Before beginning the process, Rue 
showed students how the pulp was made 
from mulberry tree bark, explaining she 
uses the same materials her Korean 
ancestors used. High school students beat 
the pulp themselves, while the younger 
grades used pre-beaten pulp. The entire 
process was very hands-on, and students 
made paper using two different methods.

During the first method, students used 
a sugeta, which is used in Korean and 
Japanese papermaking. The sugeta 
features a flexible bamboo screen, called 
su, and a wooden frame called keta. 
Students mixed pulp with a formation 
aid made from okra while Rue and Suh 
offered tips and words of encouragement 
to students. While making paper, first-
grade student Ailia exclaimed, “I love this, 
this is so cool!”

During the second method, students 
added dye made from cochineal, 
logwood, red cabbage, and marigold 
petals. Students could also add dried 
herbs and flowers, including lavender, 
mint, safflower, and calendula to create 
beautifully colored and textured sheets of 
paper. 

After all the paper had been made for the 
day, the sheets were stacked and placed 
between two pieces of plywood. Students 
and teachers stood on the plywood to 
press out all the water and sheets were 
hung up to dry. 

To complete this highly engaging 
learning segment, students used the 
paper they made to create books, using 

the colorful pages for a cover and white 
sheets for the inner pages. 

Guest artist Steph Rue traveled from 
Iowa to teach the intensive at the school 
for two days and at Golden Rule for 
one day. She explained she got her 
start into papermaking by doing letter 
press printing in San Francisco, first 
learning about bookmaking which led into 
papermaking.  She attended graduate 
school in Iowa where she learned how 
paper was traditionally made in Japan. 
She explained: “Because I am a person 
of Korean descent, I really wanted to 
learn Korean papermaking. I had the 
opportunity to travel to Korea and learn 
from different papermaking masters. I 
learned traditional, indigenous methods of 
papermaking. It was really special to learn 
for my connection to my heritage.”  Rue 
has been making paper for 12 years. Her 
expertise was apparent while she taught 
students her methods and students as 
young 6 years old were able to create 
beautiful pieces of paper.

Chris Yi Suh traveled from Long Beach, 
California where she is an artist that does 
Minhwa, traditional Korean folk art. She 
got into papermaking working with Rue 
and has been papermaking for about a 
year. 

The papermaking-intensive was a part 
of a guest artist series coordinated by 
curator Leyna Lightman. The next guest 
artist to visit the school will be Senegalese 
drummers who will host an animal-to-drum 
making workshop that will be open to the 
public on April 26. Email lenyalightman@
gmail.com for more information. 

La Vida Charter School is a unique 
blend of independent study and onsite 
education that serves students in grades 
kindergarten through 12th. Students come 
to campus twice weekly for enrichment 
classes.  The 2026/2027 enrollment 
lottery will be held May 1. Visit https://
lavidaschool.org/ for more information. 

Above, left: Students stand on the stack of freshly made paper that has been placed between two 
pieces of plywood to squeeze out excess water. Above, right: A La Vida Charter school student 
hang up the paper they made to dry. Below: Steph Rue shows middle school teacher Jeanne Metcalf 
Budrow and her students how to make paper using a sugeta. At bottom, left: Guest artist Steph Rue 
with daughter, Winnie, shows La Vida Charter School students a mulberry tree branch and a bundle of 
dried bark that are used to make paper. At bottom, right: An elementary school student uses a sugeta 
to make paper with guest artist Chris Yi Suh. Photos by Jerri Jo Idarius

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department reported 88 incidents in this 
7-day period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

March 30
5:59 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 

the 1700 block of South Main Street and 
issued a warning.

8:27 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1400 block of South Main Street and 
issued a warning.

2:37 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

3:31 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle theft 
investigation in the 100 block of North Main 
Street.

7:56 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Barbara Lane.

8:27 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
300 block of East Commercial Street and 
issued a warning.

8:46 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

March 31
8:57 am: Officers conducted a stop in the 

500 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

1:24 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

7:07 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

April 1
9:01 pm: Officers initiated a theft 

investigation in the 100 block of South 
Lenore Avenue.

10:33 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

1:30 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 200 block of East San 
Francisco Avenue.

2:27 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1500 block of South Main Street and 
issued a warning.

9:53 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
100 block of North Main Street and issued 
a warning.

April 2
9:34 am: Officers conducted a stop in 

the 1700 block of South Main Street and 
issued a citation.

11:58 am: Officers conducted a stop 
near the intersection of Central Street and 
California Street and issued a warning.

12:05 pm: Officers conducted a stop 
near the intersection of Central Street and 
Barbara Lane and issued a warning.

12:25 pm: Officers conducted a stop 
near the intersection of Central Street and 
Monroe Street and issued a warning.

3:29 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of 
Barbara Lane and issued a citation.

5:48 pm: Officers conducted a stop near 
the intersection of West Commercial Street 
and School Street and issued a warning.

9:36 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
1700 block of Sout Main Street and issued 
a citation.

April 3
1:28 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity near the intersection 
of Franklin Avenue and Blosser Lane.

2:13 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
300 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

2:43 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
300 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

11:38 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 800 block of South Main Street and 
issued a warning.

April 4
1:55 am: Officers conducted a stop near 

the intersection of Blosser Lane and Robert 
Drive and issued a warning.

10:51 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 1500 block of 
Baechtel Road.

8:02 pm: Officers conducted a stop near 
the intersection of South Main Street and 
East Oak Street and issued a warning.

9:53 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

10:10 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity near the intersection 
of Central Street and East Oak Street.

April 5
12:20 am: LANE, Christopher Francis 

(45) of Willits was contacted in the 100 
block of North Main Street following a report 
of suspicious activity. He was arrested 
on misdemeanor charges of disorderly 
conduct (drugs).

Court ruling allows Richardson Grove 
project to move forward 

Submitted by Caltrans District 1
The California Department of 

Transportation announced April 1 that a 
project on U.S. Highway 101 in Humboldt 
County, which will enhance freight 
movement and improve safety, can move 
forward after a favorable court ruling.  

The California Court of Appeal, First 
Appellate District, affirmed an earlier 
Humboldt County Superior Court 
judgment, ruling that the Richardson 
Grove Improvement Project followed the 
California Environmental Quality. The 
published opinion marks the end of more 
than 15 years of legal challenges under 
CEQA and related laws. The court upheld 
Caltrans’ environmental review and project 
approvals.  

The project will make roadway 
improvements along approximately 
one mile of U.S. Highway 101 through 
Richardson Grove State Park in southern 
Humboldt County to allow standard freight 
STAA legal (Surface Transportation 
Assistance Act) vehicles to travel through 
the corridor.  

“This is an important milestone for a 
project that has undergone extensive 
environmental review and public input 
over many years,” said Caltrans District 
1 Director Matt Brady. “We appreciate 
the thoroughness of the process and are 

ready to move forward with improvements 
that will enhance commercial mobility and 
improve safety on this critical stretch of 
U.S. 101 while protecting the surrounding 
environment.” 

No old growth redwood trees will be 
removed by the project. As part of early 
project work, Caltrans has recently 
conducted time-sensitive tree work to 
minimize impacts to nesting birds. Crews 
marked and removed only younger, 
newer-growth trees in preparation for 
construction. All tree removals planned for 
the project have been completed. 

To further protect the sensitive 
environment within the park, Caltrans 
plans to use unconventional construction 
methods, including hand digging and air 
spades, to minimize impacts on redwood 
root systems. 

Project construction is currently 
anticipated to begin in late May or early 
June, pending favorable conditions. 

 Caltrans will continue to provide project 
updates via “Caltrans District 1” on social 
media. 

 Additional information is available on 
the project web page, https://dot.ca.gov/
caltrans-near-me/district-1/d1-projects/d1-
richardson-grove-improvement-project
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Thursday, April 9
Willits Farmers Market: with the threat of rain, Farmers 
Market will stay in the Grange this week. Join your neighbors 
Thursday, April 9 from 3 to 5:30 pm for the freshest produce 
available, local meat, farm fresh eggs, hot and cold food 
from local businesses, along with crafts, live music, the new 
edition of Willits Weekly, and more. The market honors EBT 
and WIC cards and matches benefits to double your dollars.
Book Club at the Library: 
Come be a part of a 
welcoming community 
centered around the love 
of reading every 2nd 
Thursday of the month at 
3:30 pm, Thursday, April 
9 this month, at the Willits 
Branch Library, 390 East 
Commercial Street. This 
club welcomes readers 
18 and over to discuss 
notable books. Titles will 
be chosen during the 
meetings.

Friday, April 10
Sing Along Glow Pilates at Flourish & Flow: Join us Friday, 
April 10 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm, for an evening of movement, 
music, games with prizes, taste testing, and healthy snacks. 
It’s the perfect chance to bring friends, meet new people, and 
celebrate our studio community together! Flourish & Flow 
Studio, 1726 South Main Street, Suite B,

‘Comedy for a Cause-Sober Grad 
Edition’ at Noyo Theater: 5th 
annual fundraiser will benefit Willits 
High School’s Sober Graduation with 
headliner Marc Yaffee, co-star of the 
historic Showtime special, “Goin’ 
Native” and featuring Becky Lynn, 
a fixture in the Northern California 
comedy scene. Plus, the comic 
stylings of Jacob Blaeser, Mendo 
County’s own singer/songwriter 
Neveah Travis, and hosted by “The 
Bern Man’” Jake Bernie. Doors open at 6 pm on Friday, 
April 10 at the Noyo Theater. Tickets are $30; reserve at 
Eventbrite.com or Allevents.in/willits
WCA Art Talk on Winslow Homer: Willits Center for the 
Arts April Art Talk is on Winslow Homer (1836 to 1910) “one 
of the greatest painters of the 19th century.” Friday, April 
10 at 6:30 pm at WCA, 71 East 
Commercial St. More info: www.
willitscenterforthearts.com 
Towse at Shanachie Pub: Friday, 
April 10 at 8 pm.  This London 
based duo with violin, piano and 
two voices plays feelings-forward-
folk-pop with a sense of humor 
and theatrical energy. 50 South 
Main Street. 

Saturday, April 11
Brooktrails Township 
Budget Workshop and Open 
House: Join us Saturday, 
April 11 for the annual Budget 
Workshop at 9:30 am in the 
Brooktrails Community Center.  Following the workshop 
is an Open House event from 11 am to 1 pm at 24895 
Birch Street, right across the street from the community 
center and golf course. Come and enjoy refreshments 
with us in the new district Brooktrails Township office!
Forest Health Extravaganza III at Harwood Park: Eel 
River Recovery Projects presents, Saturday, April 11 from 
10 am to 7 pm at Harwood Park in Laytonville. Author 
Kate Marianchild (“Secrets of the Oak Woodlands”) 
will keynote; Brock Dolman of Fuels to Flow is on tap. 
Native grass breakout afternoon at Garden Club. Wild 
pig BBQed on manzanita for dinner. Food all day, doors 

open at 9 am. No charge for admission. Call 707 223-7200 
for more info or to volunteer. 
Food Security Town Hall Meeting #3: “Our next steps 
-from ideas to actions,” Saturday, April 11 from 11 am to 1 
pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. “Farmers, 
we need you! We need more land for farming and backyard 

gardens…. Come to be part of the solution – how 
to feed our community in these uncertain times.” 
Food Bank collection bin on site.
Celebrating Young Poets at WCT: Starlight 
Poetry series features Mendocino County Poet 
Anika Snyder, “is a vibrant 25-year-old whose 
poetry takes inspiration from famed humorists 
like Dorothy Parker, Kurt Vonnegut, and Joseph 
Heller,” along with several Willits High School 
students at the Willits Community Theatre 
Playhouse, 37 West Van Lane, Saturday, April 11 
at 7 pm. Open mic follows. Entry by donation; no 

one turned away for lack of funds. 

Wednesday, April 15
Willits Stamp Club: Monthly meeting at the Willits Library, 
390 East Commercial Street. Wednesday, April 15 from 5 to 

6 pm. Bring your collection, and enjoy an evening 
perusing stamps. Refreshments provided. More 
info: talsofam@pacific.net.

Thursday, April 16
Willits Farmers Market: Join your neighbors 
at City Park for the summer Farmers Market: 
Thursday, April 16 from 3 to 5:30 pm for the 
freshest produce available, local meat, farm fresh 
eggs, hot and cold food from local businesses, 
along with crafts, live music, the new edition of 
Willits Weekly, and more. The market honors EBT 
and WIC cards and matches benefits to double 
your dollars.

Saturday, 
April 18

Mike McGuire Town Hall at 
the Noyo Theater: Meet Mike 
McGuire, candidate for the new 1st 
Congressional District that includes 
Willits. Saturday, April 18, at the 
Noyo Theater, 57 East Commercial 
Street, starting with coffee and 
baked goods at 9:30 am; town hall 
gathering starts at 10 am. More info 
at https://www.votemikemcguire.
com/.
Friendship & Flavor at the 
Methodist Church: Nuestra 
Allianza of Willits presents this 
event, Saturday April 18 from 4 to 
7 pm at the Willits United Methodist 
Church, 286 School Street. “Join 
us for an evening of Mexican 

food, music, and other 
activities (photo booth, 
raffle, auction, and 
vendor tables).” $5 to 
$25 donation per person.
1990s Adult Prom: 
Willits Women in 
Business are hosting an 
Adult Prom at the Willits 
Community Center, 
Saturday, April 18 from 
7 to 11 pm. Back to the 
’90s! Nostalgia, dancing, 
drinks, and fun. 18+ 
years are welcome! 
$39 tickets – purchase 
online or in-person at 
Willits Power, Monkey Wrench or Humm MedSpa. A portion 
of proceeds will fund a scholarship for a local high school 
senior. More info: https://willitswomeninbusiness.com/

Sunday, April 19 
Candidates Forum for 3rd District Supervisor: Sunday, 
April 19 from 4 to 6 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street. Four candidates, Buffey Wright Bourassa, Russell 
Green, Eric Hart, and Clay Romero, plan to attend the forum, 
to present their platforms and answer prepared questions 
and questions from the audience. Streamed live at the 
Mendocino Women’s Political Coalition Facebook page or 
watch video on Willits Community Services YouTube page. 

Willits United
Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden

A place to find comfort
where all are welcome

Pastor Jaime Rogers-Fairchild
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am

286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855

wumc@outlook.com
www.willitsumc.org

Facebook: facebook willits umc

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•A University for Soul
i•Spiritual Living Courses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475

april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.
Pastor Kris Strickland

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship

Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177

Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom

Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Worship Service
10 a.m.

For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive

Facebook.com/stjohnswillits
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Wednesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday-5:30 p.m.

Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish

Confessions on Saturday
4:45 - 5:15 p.m.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252

https://stanthonywillits.org/
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
10:00 a.m. - Worship

Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490

ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Church
of Christ

“What must we do to be saved?” 
Acts 2:37

1095 S. Main St., Willits
 (next to Super 8)

(707) 459-5023
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-

6-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study-

7-8:00 p.m.

Showtimes:  April 10 to April 16               Closed Monday/Tuesday

MARIO BROS
GALAXY MOVIE

(PG) 2H 36min
Fri:

 3:15, 6:30
Sat/Sun:
3:15, 6:30

Wed/Thurs:
 3:15, 6:30 3:15, 6:30

(PG) 1H 38min
Fri:

5:00, 7:15
Sat/Sun:

 2:45, 5:00, 7:15
Wed/Thurs:
5:00, 7:155:00, 7:15

PROJECT HAIL MARY
(PG 13) 1H 37 min

Fri:
3:00, 7:30

Wed/Thurs:
5:15

(R) 1H 40 min
Sat/Sun:

5:15
Wed/Thurs:

7:30

EPIC, ELVIS PRESLY
IN CONCERT

NIRVANNA THE BAND
THE SHOW THE MOVIE

THEATER 1 DELUXE LUXURY RECLINERS, LASER PROJECTION

TOWN-WIDE ONGOING EVENTS
Trivia Night at The Munchery: Every 2nd and 4th Thursday of 
the month at 6 pm at The Munchery, 1797 South Main Street, 
Willits.
Trivia Night at Northspur Brewing Co: Put your knowledge to 
the test on the first and third Wednesday of the month starting at 
6:30 pm at Northspur Brewing Co., 101 North Main Street.
Food Not Bombs at Rec Grove Park: Receive a free meal, 
supplies and zines every first and third Friday of the month at 4 
pm in Rec Grove Park at the picnic tables. Everyone is welcome.
Skunk Alley Improv Lessons at WCT: Every Sunday from 6:30 
to 8:30 pm with instructor Schuyler Marcier at Willits Community 
Theater. Cost is $5, cash or Venmo.
Free Meal by Willits Daily Bread: Every week on Monday 
through Thursday from 4:30 to 5:30 pm at 66 East Commercial 
Street.
Willits Tennis Club: Meets every Monday and Wednesday from 
9 to 11 am at the Willits High School Tennis Courts. All levels 
welcome. More info: 707 484-3385.
Drop-In Life Drawing Group at WCA: Every Thursday from 1 to 
4 pm at Willits Center for the Arts. Cost is based on sliding scale. 
More info: Margaret 707-459-9251.
Brown Bag Lunch Program: Saturdays at 1 pm, sack lunches 
are served by local churches, community organizations, and 
families at Bud Snider City Park on East Commercial. Come at 1 
pm to be assured a lunch!
Willits Indivisible Democracy Vigil: Every Friday from 5 to 6 
pm at Babcock Park on South Main Street. More info: “Willits 
Indivisible” on Facebook.
Pickleball: Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays at 5 pm and 
Saturdays at 9 am at the Willits High School tennis courts. Free to 
play and all levels welcome.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Monday at 6 
pm at the Muse in Willits, 30 East San Francisco Street. More info: 
707-354-1866.
Willits Drum Circle: Every second and fourth Friday at 7 pm, at St. 
Francis of the Redwoods on the corner of Main and Commercial 
Streets. Info: Bill Bruneau: 459-3390.
Literacy Volunteers of Willits: We teach adults to read! Free 
personal tutoring at the library.
Call or email to make an appointment: LiteracyWillits@gmail.
com or 707-456-7729.
Mobile Showers Available in Willits: Mobile shower is in Willits 
every Monday and Tuesday from 2:30 to 4:30 pm, behind St. 
Francis Church at the corner of Main and Commercial Streets. 
Toiletries, towels and washcloths provided. Those with disabilities 
may need to bring a helper. Sack dinners are served from 4:30 to 
5:30 by Willits Daily Bread.

Inland Valley Women’s Chorus: Every Thursday (except 
holidays) from 6 to 7:30 pm to sing songs of peace, joy, social 
justice and healing. No audition or experience required. Carpooling 
available from Willits. Holy Trinity Church, Mary & Martha Room, 
640 South Orchard Avenue, Ukiah. More info: Madge Strong, 707-
459-1493.

Shanachie Pub  Ongoing Events
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street

Saturday Sessions at Shanachie: Every 2nd and 4th Saturday 
from 3 to 6 pm, one of our locals will host an open jam at 
Shanachie Pub. Bring any instrument and explore your creativity!
Bluegrass String Jam: An official jam for the California 
Bluegrass Association, every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month 
starting at 3 pm, with all Bluegrass musicians welcome! 
Wednesday Open Mic Night: Every Wednesday– Enter your 
name in the lottery from 3 to 7 pm to choose your 20-minute time 
slot, with performances beginning at 7:20.

Ongoing Events  
at the Willits Library

Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street.  
Info: www.mendolibrary.org or 459-5908. Open hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10 am to 7 pm; Friday, 10 
am to 6 pm; Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm; now open Sundays, 

12 to 4 pm. Closed Monday.
Penny University Coffee Klatch: Wednesdays, 11 am to 1 pm, 
in the Willits Library meeting room to discuss various topics while 
enjoying a “cup of joe.”
LEGO Club: Tuesdays from 4 to 6:30 pm. “Bring your imagination 
and start building.”
Tech Help: Saturdays from 11 am to noon, come get computer 
help and your technical questions answered!
Spinning and Knitting: Saturdays at the library; from 1 to 4:30 
pm. All skill levels welcome! Spinning, 1 to 2 pm; Knitting, 2 to 
4:30 pm.
Story and Playtime: Fridays from 11 am to noon, bring the kids 
for a story followed by play time in the Children’s Area. 
ABC Art Artists Meet-Up: Work on your personal art project, 
meet other artists and find inspiration Thursdays and Fridays 
from 1 to 3 pm. Ages 18 and up.
Create it, Make it, Break it!: 3:30 to 5 pm, 1st & 3rd Fridays: 
Join the S.T.E.M. club to explore creativity and reasoning through 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. Each meeting will 
present new ideas and challenges! For ages 9-14.

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

‘The Super Mario Galaxy Movie’
The Story: Animated 
feature-length flick 
based on the computer 
games Super Mario 
and Donkey Kong. The 
blonde and beautiful and 
magical Princess Peach 
(though she puts up a fierce and quite 
creditable resistance) is abducted by a 
huge robotic machine controlled by the 
narrative’s necessary bad guy, Bowser 
Junior. The Mario Twins take on the 
heroic task of rescuing her. Spoiler 
alert: the reason Princess Peach has 
been nabbed is in order to (somehow) 
further Bowser Junior’s secret project to 
free his own father, Papa Bowser, from 
captivity.
We soon find out that Papa Bowser 
(having a passionate and semi-
perpetual temper tantrum) is imprisoned 
in a castle tower where he’s painting 
self-portraits. The rest of the flick is 

made up of more heroic 
battles, one after another 
(and another after another), 
plus another second 
kidnapped blonde princess. 
It’s all quite dizzying.
My Thoughts: “Quite 

dizzying” but spectacularly and colorfully 
well-animated. Sort of a “vision quest” for 
children who, neurologically-speaking, 
have not yet developed the ability to 
discriminate between the past and the 
future. Strictly speaking, the only thing 
our children are ready or capable of  
comprehending is “the Now.” This flick 
is a figurative and quite expensive 
kaleidoscope made just for them.
Parents: There’s no need to worry. 
The good guys win and the magical 
princesses are freed.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his 
reality attenuated by the wisdom of the 
imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist
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occurred in 2015 when no snow was 
present at the site. Although DWR 
and its partners in the California 
Cooperative Snow Surveys Program 
are completing additional surveys 
across the Sierra Nevada, preliminary 
data indicates this year’s April 1 
snowpack is the second lowest on 
record.

The April measurement is a 
critical marker for water managers 
across the state, as it is typically 
when the snowpack reaches its 
maximum volume and begins to melt. 
However, this year’s extremely hot 
and dry conditions throughout the 
month of March, along with a warm 
atmospheric river system in late 
February, initiated snowmelt several 
weeks ahead of schedule. According 
to automated sensors across the 
Sierra Nevada, this year’s statewide 
snowpack likely reached its peak on 
or near February 24. 

“It feels like we skipped spring 
this year and dropped straight into 
a summer heatwave,” said DWR 
Director Karla Nemeth. “What should 
be gradual snowmelt happened 
suddenly weeks ago. To me, this is 
another reminder that aging water 
systems need to be retrofit for more 
volatile precipitation patterns. We’re 
seeing fewer, warmer storms and 
shorter wet seasons. Future water 
supplies will depend upon our ability 
to capture water when it’s available 
and manage it more efficiently.”

DWR’s water supply forecasts 

use data from the April 
1 snowpack to calculate 
how much snowmelt runoff 

will eventually make its way into 
California’s rivers and reservoirs. This 
information is critical for reservoir 
managers, who must balance flood 
control and water supply goals 
through the winter and depend on 
snowmelt to slowly refill reservoirs 
as demand increases during the dry 
season.

Given the unprecedented 
heatwave across the West in March, 
DWR and its partners expanded 
monitoring efforts to better track this 
year’s rapid snowmelt, including 100 
additional mid-month snow surveys 
across 18 critical watersheds. 
The California Cooperative Snow 
Surveys Program has also been 
working closely with partner agencies 
to monitor the snowmelt and ensure 
water managers have the information 
they need to make informed water 
management decisions.

DWR has focused efforts over the 
past five years to understand and 
track how snowpack accumulation 
and melt translates into water supply, 
which has aided efforts to forecast 
runoff in new extreme climate 
conditions. New snow hydrology 
modeling in key watersheds gives 
DWR better insights into the changing 
physical state of the snowpack. 
Expanding data collection efforts with 
Airborne Snow Observatories Inc. 
and academic research partners, 
including UC Berkeley’s Central 
Sierra Snow Lab, now also allow 

DWR to consider 
factors like changes 
in soil moisture and 
snowpack temperature 
in its runoff forecasts.

“What makes this 
year stand out is the 
disconnect between 
precipitation and 
snowpack,” said Andy 
Reising, manager of 
DWR’s Snow Surveys 
and Water Supply 
Forecasting Unit. “We 
received near-average 
precipitation in many 
parts of the state, but 

much of it fell as rain instead of snow. 
That led to one of the lowest April 
snowpacks on record and one of the 
earliest peaks we’ve seen in decades 
– conditions that make forecasting 
runoff more complex.”

Although some additional snow 
is forecasted to arrive in the coming 
days, it is not likely to make up for the 
rapid snowmelt and hot, dry March. 
In the Northern Sierra Nevada, where 
the state’s largest water supply 
reservoirs are located, the snowpack 
is just 6 percent of average. 

Measuring California’s snowpack 
is a key component of water 
management. On average, 
California’s snowpack supplies about 
30 percent of California’s water 
needs. Its natural ability to store 
water is why California’s snowpack 
is often referred to as California’s 
“frozen reservoir.” 

The data and measurements 
collected from DWR and its partners 
with the California Cooperative Snow 
Surveys Program help inform the 
water supply and snowmelt runoff 
forecasts, known as the Bulletin 
120, that help water managers plan 
for how much water will eventually 
reach state reservoirs in the spring 
and summer. This information is 
also a key piece in calculating State 
Water Project allocation updates 
each month. Learn more about how 
snow melt makes its way into State 
Water Project reservoirs each spring 
here: https://water.ca.gov/News/
Blog/2026/Jan-2026/Video-State-
Water-Project-Allocation-Process 

DWR conducts four or five snow 
surveys at Phillips Station each winter 
near the first of each month, January 
through April and, if necessary, May.

For California’s current hydrological 
conditions, visit https://cww.water.
ca.gov

See video of the April 1 Phillips 
survey here: www.youtube.com/live/-
Amfexziu58

Additional Resources 
See photos of the April 1 survey here: 

https://pixel-ca-dwr.photoshelter.
com/galleries/C0000GP5LYrBsixk/
G0000RgnVXhU7iCE/April-2026-
Snow-Survey

HazMobile
Hazardous waste collection vehicle makes stop at Willits Transfer Station 

“We can take any hazardous waste except explosives 
or radiation material. We take paint, oil, gas, old fertilizer, 

poisons. We take flammables, acids, 
bases, oxidizers, old pool chemicals,” 
said Deanna, supervisor of and driver 
of the 50-foot HazMobile. 

According to the website, https://candswaste.com/
services/household-hazardous-waste/, other materials 
which people can bring to the unit are batteries (automotive 
and household), antifreeze, toxic cleaners, solvents, 
prescription medicines (non-narcotic), gasoline, fluorescent 
light tubes and CFLs, pesticides and herbicides, cell 
phones, propane tanks (5 gallons and smaller), corrosives, 
mercury thermometers and thermostats, sharps, bleaches 
and dyes, artist supplies, and photography chemicals. 
Materials that are not accepted are explosives, ammunition, 
narcotics, compressed gas cylinders, propane tanks over 5 

gallons, medical waste, and radioactive materials.
The HazMobile, which has been operating for over 

25 years, makes periodic stops in many Mendocino and 
Lake County locations. The unit was in Willits at the C&S 
Waste Solutions Transfer Station last Friday and Saturday, 
receiving many cars and trucks full of hazardous household 
waste, which are then processed by C&S. 

“I take the materials back to my facility,” Deanna 
continued. “I pack it, categorize it. Then, we have another 
company that comes in and picks it up. A lot of it goes to 
different places. Paint goes to Paint Care. The gasolines will 
probably go to other states. Some gets incinerated, some 
gets reused. Some gets used for energy. The aerosols get 
processed at another facility and recycled.”

Read the rest of
HazMobile Over on page 9

The rest of
Arrested From page 1

The rest of
Covelo From page 1

The rest of
Snowpack From page 1

The rest of
HazMobile From page 8

The rest of
Baseball From page 3OPEN

NOW!
BEER | WINE | DRINKS | SNACKS
Get $5 oo when you spend $50

Open everyday from 10 am - 10 pm

The HazMobile schedule can be found on the website. 
“We don’t know when we will be back in Willits. Our next 
collection for Mendocino County will be in Caspar, in June. 
The county will be sitting down and planning our next three 
collections,” Deanna explained. 

“When I’m not driving, I run the facility,” she continued. 
“We have collections in Ukiah every Wednesday 9 am to 1 
pm. If people can’t make it to the mobile HazMobile, they 
can bring their waste to 3200 Taylor Drive.”

Deanna, who manages to navigate the huge trailer 
through the twists and curves of Highway 20 and Highway 
168, enjoys helping people dispose of their hazardous 
household waste. “People are really grateful that we do 
this program for them. We get a lot of happy customers.”

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Personal and 
Commercial orders

available

The HazMobile spends two 
days at the C&S Transfer 
station in Willits, collecting 
hazardous materials.

At left: Fluorescent lights contain gases which 
need to be disposed of properly. At left, below: 
The crew place the hazardous materials onto 
a cart to be sorted and placed into the proper 
barrels.

At left: Deanna drives the rig, which 
measures around 50 feet, through the 
twists and turns of Highway 20 and 
Highway 168. Above: Batteries contain 
corrosive acids which need to be 
disposed of at an appropriate location.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Above: The crew speaks with the driver as they unload the household 
hazardous wastes, mostly paint in this instance. Below: The aerosol 
in spray cans can be repurposed at special facilities. At bottom: The 
crew greets two small dogs in the back of this truck as they unload the 
materials.

Photos by Mathew Caine

better baseball players. We have some high school 
and middle school kids that are umpiring. There are 
district trainings for Mendocino and Sonoma, and 
our umpire-in-chief, Chandler Seward, he’s brand 
new this year, but he’s taking it really seriously. He 
knows all the rules. He was a great umpire last year. 
He’s done multiple trainings with all the umpires. 

“We do pay the umpires,” Hosford said. “That’s 
how we’re able to keep some of the better umpires 
coming out. We have a plate umpire and a base 
umpire for each game. Several of the board 
members and I try to be at as many of the games 
that we can, to settle down the parents. We say 
that if a parent wants to harass an umpire, they 
can come back and umpire the next three games 
and see how it goes. It’s challenging. Everybody 
is a critic. The umpire has to make those calls 
behind home plate on those really tight areas and 
our umpires are not professionals. They’re local 
community members stepping up to help.”

In order to make parents and players aware of the 
need for courtesy, especially where the umpires are 
concerned, Hosford had the players recite the Little 
League Pledge. “I trust in God. I love my country 
and will respect its laws. I will play fair and strive to 
win. But win or lose, I will always do my best.” Then, 
for the benefit of the parents and others who might 
observe the games, they were invited to recite the 
Little League Parent and Volunteer Pledge. “I want 
you guys to listen to these words and follow them 
all season,” requested Hosford. “I will teach all 
children to play fair and do their best. I will positively 
support all managers, coaches and players. I will 
respect the decisions of the umpires. I will praise 
a good effort despite the outcome of the game. I 
think those are some very important words as the 
emotions of baseball get mixed in with everything 
that we have going on.”

After the ceremonies were complete, the kids 
were treated to a flyby of a Reach helicopter, which 
circled the field a couple of times and landed on the 
adjoining soccer field. Once the rotors had stopped, 
the kids and their families were invited to go up to 
the helicopter, take photos, and talk with the pilots.

This year, the Snack Shack has some new items 
along with the regular hotdogs and hamburgers. 
Among them is a chicken bacon ranch sandwich.

Hosford and the rest of the board of directors are 
grateful for the generosity of the many sponsors. 
“We have some really good sponsors.  A ton of 
businesses sponsor the Little League. There’s a 
team sponsorship which is $600. There is also a 
banner sponsor for $300, so we hang up all the 
banners on the fields. We get the banners made. It’s 
not just the jerseys. A baseball costs $6 to $7 dollars 
apiece. Each coach goes through several dozen in 
a summer, about two to four a game, depending 
on the age level. The older kids, sometimes, will 
go through 10 baseballs in a game,” said Hosford.

Once the ceremony was complete, it was time 
to get the kids out on the field to begin playing 
whichever level of baseball they signed up for. The 
games lasted most of the day and the season had 
officially begun.

brings California one step closer towards meeting state fuels 
reduction goals directed by the California Fire Plan and the 
California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan. To 
track the progress being made, both in your community and 
throughout California, visit the CAL FIRE fuels reduction 
dashboard at www.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/natural-resource-
management/fuels-reduction

This project burn will be conducted under strictly controlled 
weather and fuel conditions. Smoke and aircraft may be 
visible in the area.

and “Rosie’s” online conversation, Sironi initiated sexual 
conversations with the subject posing as a 14-year-old 
female. The reporting party from Pennsylvania utilized a 
female to speak with Sironi on the telephone where “Rosie” 
eventually agreed to travel to California with the intent to 
meet Sironi.

On March 31, 2026, Sheriff’s Office investigators learned 
Sironi was attempting to meet with “Rosie.” Sheriff’s 
detectives and deputies surveilled Sironi’s address in the 
1200 block of Tuck Road in Brooktrails to gather additional 
investigative information.

While law enforcement watched Sironi’s residence, a 
telephone conversation between “Rosie” and Sironi ensued. 
“Rosie” told Sironi she was currently at the Brooktrails Airport 
and asked Sironi to meet and assist her with finding Sironi’s 
house.

Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office personnel observed 
Sironi during the phone call and surveilled as he left his 
residence and started walking towards the Brooktrails Airport.

Sironi was contacted and arrested by Sheriff’s Office 
personnel for the following charges: 288.2 (a)(2) PC - 
Sending explicit photographs to a minor and 288.4 (b) PC 
– Arranging a meeting with a minor to engage in lewd or 
lascivious behavior.

Sironi was subsequently booked at the Mendocino County 
Jail to be in held in lieu of $25,000 bail. The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office would like to thank non-profit organization 
from Pennsylvania for their dedication to protecting children 
and assistance during this investigation.

Anyone with information related to this incident is 
requested to contact the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
at 707-463-4086 (option 1). Information can also be provided 
anonymously by calling the non-emergency tip-line at 707-
234-2100.
Editor’s Note: According to the Mendocino County Booking 
Log, Sironi was released on bail on April 3, on 1:15 pm. 
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Fictitious Business 
Name Statement  

2026-F0115 
The following person or 
persons are doing business as 
Willits Animal Hospital, 20000 
Hollands Lane, Willits, CA 
95490; 707-459-6723. 

Registered owner: Fred S. 
Jacobs Trustee, 19612 South 
Main St., Willits, CA 95490. 

This business is conducted by 
a trust. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on February 1, 1998. 

FBN statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk 
Recorder on March 12, 2026. 

/s/ Fred S. Jacobs 

Publication Dates: March 19, 
26, April 2, 9, 2026 

    

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIEDS

RV/Trailer 
Space for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers – starts at $500 
per month, includes 
water & garbage. Close 
to Safeway in Willits. 
Call Tony (707) 972-
4696. See at http://
www.oaknvine.net/tp

Luscious 
Beauty Boutique 

expanding
Luscious Beauty 
Boutique & Day Spa is 
expanding and seeking 
passionate, service-
driven professionals 
to build their business 
in our elevated, 
communi ty - focused 
space. Looking for 2 
full time hair stylists, 
and one part time lash 
artist, body piercer or 
permanent makeup 
artist. This opportunity 
is ideal for self-
motivated individuals 
ready to grow their own 
clientele and deliver 
exceptional service 
within a supportive, 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
environment. If you are 
interested in joining our 
team, please call us at 
707-459-8800. We look 
forward to meeting you.

Brown Bag 
Lunch Program

Every Saturday at 
1 pm sack lunches 
are served by local 
churches, community 
organizations, and 
families at Bud 
Snider Park on East 
Commercial. Come at 
1 pm to be assured a 
lunch!

Brookside TK/
Kindergarten 
Registration

Brookside Elementary 
T K / K i n d e r g a r t e n 
registration is now 
open. To register go 
to www.willitsunified.
com. Kindergarten: 
age 5 by Sept. 1, 2026; 
TK: age 4 by Sept. 1, 
2026.  Ya está abierta 
la inscripción para 
el programa de TK/
Kinder de la Escuela 
Primaria Brookside. 
Para inscribirse, visite 
www.willitsunified.com. 
Kínder: 5 años antes 
del 1 de septiembre de 
2026. TK: 4 años antes 
del 1 de septiembre de 
2026.

Do you need food?
Willits Food Bank, 
344 Railroad Avenue, 
Willits, CA 95490. 
Open Wednesdays & 
Fridays, 11 am to 4:30 
pm. New Client Choice 
model where you select 
your own items. Bring 
shopping bags, Bring 
an I.D. Info: (707) 459-
3333

Homemades & 
Alterations by 

Teresa
Alterations & seam-
stress work available 
locally. Reasonable 
prices and prompt ser-
vice. Contact: (707) 
472-8787.

For Rent
Commercial Office 
Space at Little Lake 
Grange. $500 + gas/
mo. + $500 refundable 
deposit. Clean, Quiet, 
Available Immediately. 
707-459-9716 or 
will itsgrange@gmail.
com for more info.

For Sale
White bathroom vanity 
cabinet, no sink. Two 
cabinet doors on front 
and shelf below. 34.5” 
x  21.5” x 24” Pick up in 
downtown Willits. $30 
707-972-7047.

For Rent
Clean & Quiet, Upstairs 
Studio apt, close to 
downtown, W/D facility 
on hand, $800.00 per 
month & Sec. deposit. 
Call Armco 707-354-
0048.

For Rent
2 Bdrm. 1-1/2 bath 
close to shopping 
center, small backyard, 
W/D facility on hand, 
garbage paid, $1350.00 
& Sec. deposit. Call 
Armco 707-354-0048.

said SIW’s Vicki Ham. “We want to thank our advertisers for 
supporting Soroptimist International of Willits through this 
fundraiser. The proceeds are used to fund our scholarships 
to high school senior girls. SIW knows the importance of 
education and our students are our future.”

This year, Ham said SIW will be able to give two high 
school scholarships, and fund a portion of the Live Your 
Dream Award in the fall. 

“The Live Your Dream Award is given to a female head 
of household (has dependents) who is going to school to 
improve her future and that of her family,” explained Ham. 
“Applications for Live Your Dream open in August and run 
through mid November.”

Applications for the award can be found in the phone 
book and online. 

   

         
  Candidate for the NEW 1st Congressional District 

 

      
            SAT, APR. 18 

Co6ee and baked goods at 9:30 a.m. 
Town Hall gathering starts at 10 a.m. 

                  NOYO THEATER, WILLITS 
       

                        

     Mike will work to:   
• RAISE the minimum wage  
• ESTABLISH Medicare for All 
• PROTECT rural hospitals 
• LOWER the cost of living 
• REIN IN the Executive Branch  

                    and ICE   
        

He will also join the Progressive Caucus  
in the House to restore:  
 

¨̈ fair elections  
¨̈ financial assistance programs  
¨̈ environmental protections   
¨̈ civil liberties and more.   

 
                  
                    Paid for by Mendocino County Democratic Party  
   FEC# C00404145   FPPC # 82268 P.O. Box 28, Ukiah, CA 95482 
  

 

 

A&R Market 
Well-stocked convenience store opens 
in Evergreen Village shopping center

Peter “Pritpal Singh” Mann has recently created his third business in Willits, A&R 
Market in the Evergreen Village shopping center, between Subway 
and Slam Dunk Pizza. After having sold TnT Market in 2019, he took 
over Sherwood Market in Brooktrails, where he plans to eventually 
create a restaurant for his brand of Indian cuisine, as well as a larger 

store. A&R Market, named after his two children, son Abhayjit and daughter Ramneet, 
carries much the same items as Sherwood Market, albeit in a much brighter environment.

Mann sells wine and beer, cigarettes, and has several copies of Willits Weekly, along 
with a wide variety of drinks, snacks, and other items which are not readily available in 
the shopping center. Currently, Mann can be found running the store himself, although he 
has hired a couple of helpers who are, for the time being, training at the Brooktrails store.

Mann arrived in the United States in 2001, from his home in Punjab. His first home 
was in Modesto, where he began to look for a job. However, he found he didn’t have 
the required experience, so he went to work for a friend in Ukiah, at a store. Six months 
later, he began working in a casino, for three and a half years, after which, he worked in 
construction, doing plumbing and electrical work. His first store was BJ Market in Santa 
Rosa. Later, in 2009, he bought TnT Market.

Mann comes from a Sikh tradition wherein all are taught to help people, and free food is 
available to anyone all day, every day, a tradition from which his world view and business 
have been formed.

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above, from left: A&R Market is well stocked with beer and wine. All of the favorite snacks are 
available in Peter Mann’s new store in the Evergreen Village shopping center. Stuffed toys and other 
whimsical items can be found between the rows. Below: Peter Mann stands behind the counter at 
A&R Market; the shelves behind him are soon to be fully stocked. At bottom: Peter Mann helps a 
customer at the front counter of the new A&R Market. At bottom, right: A&R Market has much of the 
same items as in Sherwood Market but in a Willits-accessible location.

Photos by Mathew Caine
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Learn more at AdventistHealthHowardMemorial.org

Our mission is to provide health, wholeness, and hope 
to everyone who walks through our doors 

Which is why we’re here for you whenever you need us. With high-quality care, innovative treatments,   
and cutting-edge technology. All meant to inspire wellness for your mental, physical, and spiritual health. 
 So you can enjoy more of the moments you were made for.

Whole-person care   
for the whole you

2026 Battle of the Bands 
at the Grange 

was ‘a huge blast’
By Jennifer Poole 

“The First Annual Willits Battle of the 
Bands Rocktagon was such a huge blast,” 
posted event producer Tom Girdauskas of 
Tommy G Presents on Facebook, sending a 
heartfelt thanks to all the bands, attendees, 
vendors, and all the volunteers. “We couldn’t 
have asked for a better turnout or a more fun 
event!” 

“Once again, our community came 
together in celebration and support of itself,” 
Girdauskas told Willits Weekly, “further 
reaffirming why we love this town so much 
and the people in it.”

Nine local bands battled for the first-place 
title at the March 28 Battle of the Bands. 

First-place winner was Friends 
Anonymous. This alternative/punk rock 
band will get six hours of studio time to use 
at Russian River Studios. “We’re feeling 

very grateful,” posted Friends Anonymous 
on Facebook. “Thanks again to Tommy G 
Presents and crew for putting it on, keeping 
things running smooth, and inviting so many 
great bands!”

Friends Anonymous players include: 
Tommy Kenney - Guitar/Lead Vocals; Simba 
Souza – Drums; Naim Flores - Bass/Vocals; 
and Aaron Unroe - Lead Guitar/Vocals.

Check out a clip of Friends Anonymous 
at the Battle of the Bands on April 4: www.
facebook.com/reel/2863779067300679   
Here’s a clip of Mendo Fire from Battle 
of the Bands: www.facebook.com/
reel/1480796450383094  And here’s 
Tangled Ends from Battle of the Bands (if 
you watch until the end, you’ll see a class 
rock and rock moment): www.facebook.com/
reel/1461353288824560 

Above, left: Brutal death 
metal band Alchemic 
Transmutation performs 
hard and fast at the 
Battle of the Bands 
at the Grange. Photo 
by Tom Girdauskas 
Above, center, top: The 
celebrity judges get 
ready at the judge’s 
table at the Battle of the 
Bands. Photo by Tom 
Girdausdas. Above, 
center: Battle of the 
Bands producer Tom 
Girdauskas with three 
purple wizards, fans 
of local band Tangled 
Ends, which placed 
a very close second. 
Photo by Jeff Martin. 
Above, right: Simba 
Souza, drummer for 
first-place band, Friends 
Anonymous. Photo by 
Frankys Photos
At right, both photos: 
Most of alternative/
punk rock band, Friends 
Anonymous, the first-
place winner of Battle 
of the Bands in Willits 
playing the March 28 
competition.


