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Divers recover
missing
victims of
Covelo Road
crash

By Lt. James Elmore for
MCSO

On Tuesday, February
17, 2026 at approximately
11:34  am, Mendocino
County  Sheriff's  Office
deputies overheard radio
traffic regarding a vehicle
collision into the Eel
River on Highway 162 at
approximately mile marker
10.9.

Deputies, California
Highway Patrol officers,
and medical personnel

responded to the scene.
A family member had
located vehicle debris and
personal belongings near
the river, which indicated
the vehicle had entered
the fast-moving water. The
vehicle had been occupied
by Gary (89) and Yvonne
(91) Niesen from Covelo.
The husband and wife were
reportedly traveling from
Covelo to the Willits area
on February 17, 2026 to
meet a family member for
an appointment.

Read the rest of I
Recovered
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New chief for
DA'’s Bureau of

Investigations

Posted by Mendocino
County DA

February 21 - With the
planned (and well-earned)
retrement of Chief DA
Investigator Andrew “Andy”
Alvarado fast approaching,
an in-house  selection
process was initiated to
choose who would next lead
the Mendocino County DA's
Bureau of Investigations.
That selection  process
has now been completed,
and the new Chief DA
Investigator  will officially
assume his new position
beginning March 1, 2026.

James “Jim” Schnitzius
brings more than 28
years of law enforcement
experience, including over
18 years in leadership
roles with the Mendocino
County Sheriff's Office and
the District Attorney’'s Fort
Bragg office.

Schnitzius  began  his
career as a Sheriffs
Corrections Deputy before
advancing to Patrol Deputy,
serving in a variety of unit
assignments including
Detective, Cannabis
Enforcement,  Narcotics,
and Child Abduction.

These assignments
provided Schnitzius broad
law enforcement experience
in field operations,
complex investigations,
case management, and
inter-agency  coordination,
particularly in high-risk and
sensitive cases involving
vulnerable victims.

Read the rest of I

Chief
Over on Page 11
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ncake Breakfast. Carlin and Jed

Diamond grab their “ready-to-order” flower pinwheel and breakfast tickets as they come in the doors. Volunteer Aiyana pours cups of
orange juice. Below: Beth Riedel carries out plates of pancakes, fruit, bacon and eggs to hungry diners in the packed Grange hall.

£

Above: Come to the Little Lake Grange on the
fourth Sunday of the month for their pancake

breakfast.

Below, from left: Seating was scarce inside the
great hall. Pancake Man Richard Jergensen
tosses the blooper pancakes into a bucket that’s
bound for chickens or compost - only the best
cakes make the plates! The Handschug-Perry
crew came to have a tasty meal, including, from
left: River, Shawna, Alaska and Izzy.

Further below, from left: Joann Page, left, and
Bill Durham work the egg station, whipping up
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Little Lake Grange hosts
monthly pancake breakfast

It was a full house at the Little Lake Grange’s fourth-
Sunday-of-the-month  Pancake Breakfast event on
February 22 where some 230 diners enjoyed a meal with
friends, family and neighbors in the communal dining area.

All-you-can-eat pancakes, topped with real butter, are
available in: Sourdough Wholegrain; Hank's Famous
Buttermilk; or choose to have them made gluten-free. They're served
alongside rashers of Beeler’s Quality Bacon, and scrambled organic, local,
farm-fresh eggs. Juice, organic coffee or tea is available to drink alongside.

Plates are just $13 for adults, $11 for seniors and $5 for children under
10. Diners can also add a side of organic fruit for $2 to $3; real maple
syrup for $1; fresh-made fruit syrup for $1; or add a few extra slices of
Beeler’s bacon for $2. If you want to attend the breakfasts on the regular,
punch cards are available to purchase for $100 which gives 10 months of
breakfasts — that's $30 in yearly savings.

scrambled eggs to go alongside the pancakes.

Eggs get scooped onto the plate. Coconut oil is
the only kind of fat that goes into the recipe for
the cakes. Kimbal Dodge, front, and Mike Smith
work the sink, washing dishes and readying

them for the next batch of eater.

At bottom, left: Erica scoops fruit into cups for
those who order the optional side. At bottom,
right: Ellie carefully lays rashers of bacon

alongside the stack of pancakes.

Cards are available at the cashier station at the breakfasts, or from the
Little Lake Grange’s office. The Little Lake Grange is located at 291 School
Street, just two blocks south of Commercial Street, and one block West
of Main Street. They can be reached by calling (707) 459-9716, or visited
online at www.castategrange.orgl/little-lake-grange-670 or on Facebook.
com under “Little Lake Grange.”

— Maureen Jennison
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Willits
school

hears about
fiscal problems

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

I Addison Alvarado

On the evening of
February 12, 2026, Willits
Unified  School  District
held its first regular board
meeting of the new year.
The meeting began with a
reading of “Board Norms”
and the shared approval
of two classified agenda
items by board President
Jeanne  King,  before
allowing informational items
to be shared. The meeting
continued as  normal,
hearing comments from the
student  representatives,
board trustees,
superintendent, and more.

Superintendent John
Baker shared updates on
student enrollment, showing
a 13-year average of 1,530
students, explaining that
enrollment  levels  vary
as students are sick and
transferring in or out of the
district. He also shared
that in the future he would
like to update the format
of the Local Control and
Accountability Plan, aka
LCAP, stating, “but we have
to stay with what we have at

Read the rest of I
Schools

Over on Page 11

January report
from City
Services &
Facilities
Posted by City of Willits
Services & Facilities

Monthly Achievements
and Activities

* The Parks crew removed
benches adjacent to the
playground at Snider Park
from service due to damage
and placed a set of picnic
tables at the location until
work begins to reconfigure
the site. The Monkey Bars
on the large play structure
failed due to wear and age
and had to be removed
for safety. The feature is
no longer available or in
production, so other options
are being evaluated.

« The Sand Truck/Plow
was serviced and made
ready for the potential storm
impact to the roadways and
public safety.

* The Flooded Advisory
signs and Road Closed
Barricades to support Public
Safety were  deployed
during the severe winter
storms at multiple locations.

+ Extra street sweeping
and debris collection was
conducted  during and
after the storms subsided,
with regular daily storm
drain maintenance to keep
the drain inlets clear and

Read the rest of I
Report

Over on Page 11



Eric Hart

Community leader
and business operations
expert runs for

Third District supervisor

Submitted by Eric Hart for Mendocino County
Supervisor

What
do YOU
think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank
you letters from our readers

Eric Hart is running for Mendocino County
supervisor to bring steady leadership and real-world
problem-solving back to our county government.

For 27 years, Eric built a career fixing complex

Acalltoresetasa community organizational challenges. He began as a Technical

To the Editor: Director of Operations at major companies including
In a time when our nation feels divided on nearly every front | AT&T, supporting organizations of thousands of
— politics, policies, even the basic questions of life, death, | employees and overseeing multi-million-dollar
and taxes — it's easy for those tensions to spill into small | budgets. Later, he launched his own consulting firm,

towns like ours. Uncertainty can make any community feel | helping local businesses and nonprofits improve
fragile. But that’s exactly why this moment matters so much | operations, strengthen culture, and use technology to
for Willits. work smarter, not harder.

If we want our town to thrive, we have to work together - His focus has always been the same: Find the root
businesses, nonprofits, clubs, organizations, and neighbors | cause, fix the foundation, and help organizations
alike. That means letting go of the quiet rivalries, the behind succeed with the resources they have. By improving
the scenes foul play, and the instinct to compete for credit. processes, increasing transparency, and building
Instead, we should be lending a hand freely, offering help strong teams, he helped organizations meet their
without expecting applause, and doing good even when no goals while honoring unions and improving employee
one is watching. and customer satisfaction.

Willits is full of good people — hardworking, generous, and Eric grew up on a horse ranch outside a small rural
proud of this little slice of heaven we call home. We have town similar in size to Willits. After years in urban
more in common than we have in conflict. Maybe it's time environments, he returned to his rural roots, where

we all hit the reset button with our neighbors, our families, he feels most at home. For the past eight years, he
and our friends. Life is short, and tomorrow isn’t promised and his wife, Dr. Tatum, have lived off-grid in a small
to any of us. cabin outside Willits.

If we choose cooperation over division, humility over Since “coming home,” Eric has been deeply
recognition, and kindness over competition, there’s no limit engaged in local service. He has worked across the
to what this community can accomplish together. spectrum of public service, from government and

John Kvasnicka, Willits leadership deve!opment t.o. disas’ge_r preparedngss
and the arts, leading, organizing, training, and working

La Siciliana closing side by side with residents in Willits, Laytonville,
Covelo, and throughout Mendocino County.

To the Editor: . _
Itis with heavy heart that we share the news of the closing Firgeslsfea ggj;g”rgig%r”ﬁ; ggn,t\g??gr? ?AZOAE;PEZ

of La Siciliana. After 11 years of serving this incredible | f5,14ed the Willts High School Interact Service Club
gommuglty,lwet gave ;nadelthe dﬁﬂbcullt:dgmsmnztg closeour | tostering youth leadership, and serves as a founding

oors. Luriast aay ot service will be February 2o. member of the Community Foundation Advisory
We want to express our deepest gratitude to our loyal Committee. His leadership has delivered tangible
customers and dedicated staff who have made the journey results, including helping secure nearly $1 million in
unforgettable. Please come by, enjoy your favorite dishes fire safety funding for the region, installing a wildfire
while supplies last, and share your memories with us. alert camera covering the Willits area, leading a
Thank you for your support, La Siciliana family. Civil Grand Jury committee that produced a state-
recognized report, and organizing last year’s Fire and

We will be having a going out of business sale Monday, e e Feri & e G0,

March 2 and Tuesday, March 3 (see ad in classifieds). o . . _
) ) o Eric is running for supervisor to continue that work
Kapila Phoenix, Willits | yith a broader reach and greater impact. He will work

hard to lead the county to find a way to yes.

He Dbelieves the county’s most urgent priority is
Success strengthening internal operations, the foundation
To the Editor: that everything else depends on. With a background
in business and technology, he brings the ability to
modernize and streamline systems while maintaining
a humane approach to county employees and their
jobs. He supports good-paying local jobs, strong
partnerships with labor, responsible fiscal oversight,
and an efficient government that protects taxpayer

However, our planned budget covers the expenses for | dollars while delivering excellent public services.
average motel room usage for six months at $70 per room

per night, ending on April 30. We are in need of generous Read the rest of
donors to help rebuild our program’s financial resources to Hart
last through April.

The Willits Methodist Church generously donated $700 to  bring the shelter program back up to solvency.

help with this deficit. An additional $3,600 is needed to
Group to support this vital program for the unhoused folks.
The Rules: LETTERS Your contribution will help to ensure that we can continue

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willtsweekly@gmail.com. {0 keep people from suffering, with less nights sleeping
Willits WeeKly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and outside in freezing temperatures, being overexposed to

Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters . . .
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To cold and rainy Weather, with more usage of the hospltal

encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication  emergency room or being admitted. Your help gives them
UEWELN PR A I ST SRS a chance to live healthier, thus supporting a stronger

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address community.
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of

fresidegce Vg!'t,be pﬁblis?ted' 'fi’ead"”e is end of day Monda,“ Er each  Donations may be mailed to WSAG, P.O. Box 71, Willits
ursday edition. No letters from an anonymous source will be .
published, although a request to withhold the writer's name will be CA 95490. Sincerest thanks for your help-

considered.

Winter shelter motel program a

Mid-February 2026 was a snow week for Willits. The
Winter Shelter Action Group’s motel program housed 24
people successfully during six freezing days and nights.
People got along, and there were no incidents during that
time. It was a success.

I Over on page 12

Please consider donating to the Willits Shelter Action

Ruthanne Volz, Winter Shelter Action Group

Thank you
To the Editor:

Willits Community Services and Food Bank would like
to thank everyone who supported our recent fundraiser,
Love & Lies in Little Lake Valley: Murder Mystery Dinner &
Burlesque Show, which took place on Valentine’s Day night
at the Little Lake Grange. The event was a huge success,
and we raised much needed funds for our food bank.

We would like to acknowledge our donors and sponsors
who made the event possible: B The Antidote, Willits,
Little Lake Grange, Mariposa Market, Skymarc, Willits
Community Theatre, Mendocino Spirits, Frey Vineyards,
McNab Ridge Wine Company, Madam King Presents, and
Cesar Toxqui Cellars.

The evening’'s meal was a culinary delight created for the
evening by Willits Food Bank’s very own, “Chef’ Peter
Brown, Nils Rule-Gustafson, Kathy Leon and Courtlandt
Wilson, using delicious locally procured ingredients
including Bauer Local Meats beef brisket. Everything was
cooked to perfection and beautifully plated.

Willits Weekly is a locally owned independent newspaper,
founded in 2013, covering the greater Willits area.

Volume 13, Number 627
3,500 - 4,000 copies printed by Western Web on Thursdays

P.O. Box 1698 Willits, CA 95490 / TOT-459-2633; TOT-972-7T047
willitsweekly@gmail com | www.willitsweskly.com

Jannifer Poole, publisher and editor /
willtsweekly@gmail.com / T07-459-2633

Maureen (Moore) Jennison, art director and photographress [
willitsweekly@gmail.com / TOT-972-T04T

Jackie Cobbs, features copy editor

Mathew Caine, photographer / features writer
Barbara O'Reardon, Brookirails reporter

BB Kamoroff, news reporier

Addison Alvarade, school board reporter
Danya Davis, Police Log

Sheri Dockins, sports reporier

Ava Docking, sports photographer The murder mystery team truly intrigued and beguiled us

" e b e and consisted of all local actors: Schuyler Marcier, Jeff
amian and Andria, "What's Happening™ Calandar: .

dandriawwcalendar@gmail. com Shipp, Sarah France, Garrett Moore, Deanne Bunny,
April Tweddell, ad sales / 707- 972-2475 | willitsweekly@gmail.com William Hahn, Ambreen Satia, Dylan Lyman, and Benjamin

Ad inquiries: call T07-872-7047 Wilson.

or amail willitsweakly@gmail.com Read the rest of

Letters
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Assemblymember Rogers
introduces bill to modernize
operations of California’s

demonstration state forests

Submitted by the Office of Assemblymember
Chris Rogers

Sacramento — On February 20, Assemblymember
Chris Rogers (D-Santa Rosa) introduced AB 2494
to modernize the operations of the demonstration
state forest system. In California, there are 14
demonstration forests managed by the Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection, including two within
Assembly District 2. The management principles for
the demonstration state forest system have not been
modified in decades, and current regulations do not
reflect the state’s climate resiliency goals.

The updated management principles in this bill
align with Governor Newsom’s Executive Order
N-82-20 and help meet California’s 30x30 initiative
by encouraging ecological restoration and building
resilience to climate change and wildfires within
demonstration state forests. This bill ensures
that the protection of ecological conditions within
demonstration state forest lands are prioritized
by declaring that these lands be used primarily for
research, recreation, and demonstration purposes.
The updates under this bill are critical to support
rural economies in transitioning away from dwindling
extractive economies and instead enhancing
ecotourism in these communities.

“Our demonstration state forest system contains
precious old growth redwoods and allows for
innovative research around wildfire resiliency and
watershed restoration,” said Assemblymember
Rogers. “This bill aligns with Governor Newsom’s
30x30 conservation framework and prioritizes the
environment, recreation, scientific research and
addressing climate change as the main focuses for
the state to manage our public lands.”

AB 2494 moves the state away from relying solely
on timber harvesting to manage the demonstration
state forest system. Under AB 2494, the sale of timber
and other forest products will still be allowed, but
as a biproduct of ecological restoration or research
projects. This bill will also allow funds from the Timber
Regulation and Forest Restoration Fund to be used
to maintain demonstration state forests.

“| commend Assemblymember Rogers’ leadership
in aligning California’s management of its
demonstration forests with the priorities shared by
the state and Mendocino County,” said Supervisor
Ted Williams, Fifth District supervisor for Mendocino
County. “Like many rural communities, Mendocino
County is struggling. As we transition away from an
economy that relies primarily on extractive industries,
which no longer provide sustainable support for our
residents, we must expand opportunities for revenue
and job creation.

“By directing the state to manage demonstration
forests for public access, tribal co-management,
climate resilience, and biodiversity,” Williams said, “we
can attract additional user groups such as mountain
bikers, mushroom foragers, hikers, birdwatchers, and
others to help steward our public lands and support
resilient rural economies.”

“Tribal nations and Indigenous communities have
long faced barriers to caring for their ancestral
homelands since colonization — including being shut
out of true co-management and limited in bringing
Traditional Ecological Knowledge into California’s
State Demonstration Forests. Updating the State
Demonstration Forests Act is a major step toward
changing that,” stated Buffie Campbell, enrolled
member Sherwood Valley, descendant of Noyo
Reservation and Yokayo Rancheria; Northern Pomo.

“I'm thrilled to see Assemblymember Rogers push
for greater inclusion of tribal sovereignty in how our
state forests are managed,” she continued.” This is an
impactful step towards educating the public regarding
Tribal Sovereignty and historical trauma and its
effects today, as well as providing acknowledgement
of those Tribes and once-known villages impacted by
antiquated laws. Inviting and including Native voices
through partnership and co-management is how we
will make systemic changes in land management.”

“EPIC thanks Assemblymember Rogers for his
leadership on helping California reach its 30x30 goals
by modernizing how we manage our own forests,”
said Melodie Meyer, conservation attorney with
the Environmental Protection Information Center.
“California’s state-owned forests should be managed
for all of its people. Under state law, however, these
lands are directed to be cut and sold by private timber
companies.

“AB 2494 would enable CalFire to manage our
forests to help meet California’s 21st century priorities
by redirecting management towards objectives
that benefit all — protecting wildlife, sequestering
and storing carbon, and providing recreational
opportunities — while still allowing for timber
production that is a byproduct of forest restoration
activities.

“This legislation would also open the door for state
demonstration forests to count towards 30x30 —
which Gov Newsom has championed on the global
stage and is more important now than ever before
as we continue to grapple with the climate crisis. As
long-time supporters of 30x30 and forest protection,
we are proud to support this bill,” Meyer concluded.

Chris Rogers was elected to the State Assembly
in 2024. As the Assemblymember for the Second
Assembly District, he represents Sonoma, Mendocino,
Humboldt, Del Norte and Trinity counties. Learn more
about Assemblymember Rogers at https://rogers.
asmdc.org/

Sober Grad
Poker

Sparetime Supply hosts Texas
Hold 'em tournament to raise money
for senior graduation party

If a senior comes home safe on graduation night, it might very well be
due to the efforts of Willits Sober Grad. The organization, which formed in
2001, offers a fun alternative to the traditional carousing of many seniors

in the past. Since its inception, Sober Grad has

F\gﬂgaﬂfaine been responsible for a perfect record of no drinking
willtsweekly@gmailcom  d€aths among the participating seniors. Thanks to
the generosity of several sponsors and the people of

Willits, the graduates can have an entertaining party and still have a chance

to safely enter the next phase of their lives.

Creating their all-night event takes much planning and funding. In order
to raise the needed money to produce the event, several fundraisers are
required to attain the goal of $45,000, most of which goes into the pockets
of the graduates as an extra inducement to keep them at the location for the
Sober Grad year-end party.

One such fundraising event was new this year to Sober Grad. It was a
Texas Hold "'em tournament at the Sparetime Supply warehouse, under the
guidance and tutelage of Sparetime CEO Andrew Hosford, who generously
gives his time and expertise to several such altruistic tournaments each year.

“This is a poker tournament,” explained April Lamprich, president of Willits
Sober Grad. “All the money that is made goes to Willits Sober Grad. Our
fundraising started off really slow this year but it’s starting to pick up. Andrew
approached us about possibly doing this with Sparetime. This is the first-
ever time we've done this for Sober Grad. | haven't been to any of these
tournaments in the past. I'm excited to see how it goes.

“We were able to get 11 sponsors,” said Lamprich. “Loose Caboose is
going to be making dinner. They are serving lasagna and salad and French
bread. We had a bunch of people make desserts, so we'll have lots of
brownies and cookies and cupcakes. We have various snack foods for during
the tournament. We have Gerry Gonzalez and Windi Kvasnicka running the
bar for us. Everybody gets a complimentary drink with their entry and can
purchase more drinks.”

The organization usually relies on prospective graduates and other students
to aid in producing their fundraisers. However, although the students helped
in the primary setup of the tables, they were not allowed to be present at the
gambling venue, so Sober Grad relied on willing parents and other adults to
help with the proceedings.

“We had a bunch of parents volunteer, so they are going to be dealers
and servers,” continued Lamprich. “This was our first event where we
leaned more on the parents because everyone had to be 21 and over, and
the parents really came through for us. We had 55 people sign up to play,
including the sponsors. All the sponsors received five tickets and dinner and
drinks. We still have about 30 tickets left, which will go to walk-ins. We had
a bunch of kids this morning, who came to help set-up this morning to set up
chairs, clean, set up the poker stuff, and then left and then a bunch of parents
came in to do the main parts.”

Each participant bought in for $60 ($50 pre-sale) which gave them the
fantasy equivalent of $5,000 in chips. The entry additionally entitied the
participants to a lasagna dinner, compliments of Loose Caboose Cafe. The
players could add on additional chips for $40 or rebuy their original amount
of chips for $50. The play was tournament-style, with two “blinds” each hand,
money that salted the pot prior to the deal. The value of the blinds was raised
every 20 minutes to keep the action exciting and the pot worth a lot.

Prior to beginning the tournament, Hosford met with the dealers to orient
them with the rules and some intricacies of the game. After that, he ran a short
seminar for the players to acquaint them with how to play Texas Hold’em,
which involves two cards in the players’ hands added to the five face-up
cards on the table to make the best available hands. There are rounds of
betting as each card is added to the table cards. By the end of the evening,
the big winner is the last player standing, the player with all the chips.

Sober Grad's upcoming fundraisers include a tri-tip dinner on April 17 and
Comedy for a Cause on April 10 at the Noyo Theater. “Half the proceeds will
be going to Sober Grad and the rest to the senior class for their senior trip,”
explained Lamprich.

By the end of the evening, the organization netted $11,000 toward the
money needed to put on the party. Lamprich and her crew would like to
express their sincere gratitude to their sponsors: METALfx, Family Tree
Service, Proseed, Granite, Willits Power, Garman Construction, Wylatti
Resource Management, Nor-Crawl, Northern Aggregates, Loose Caboose
Cafe, Coldwell Banker, Johnson Electric, and Sparetime Supply. In addition,
they give thanks to Andrew Hosford, Jennifer Drew, Grocery Outlet, Northspur
Brewing Co., and all of the dealers and volunteers.

“Alot of planning goes into this, and we couldn’t do it without our community
support,” said Lamprich. “Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!”
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At top, left: Bobbie Yokum plays judiciously
as she watches the faces of the other
players for signs of their hands. At top, right:
Sober Grad President April Lamprich and
Treasurer Carrie Lambert check the players
in and make sure they have all the requisite
chips. Above: Andrew Hosford instructs the
dealers on the proper card and chip play.
At left: A sizeable crowd of players paid $50
to play with $5,000 worth of chips. Below,
| left: Leo Pantaleon (last man standing), Paul
| Hosford, Josh Kiesbuy and Ron Poncetta
outlasted the other players and were the
evening’s winners. Below, right: Chuck
Persico serves garlic bread from Loose
Caboose Cafe.

Above, left:
Some players
customize their
areas to bring
them luck.
Above, right:
Jaime Wilkes,
vice president
at Sparetime
Supply, deftly
deals out the
cards. At left:
As the game
progresses, the
dealers, here
Tanner Drew,
become more
familiar with
their duties.

Photos by
Mathew Caine

SPARETIE

NEW HOURS

STARTING MARCH 1°7

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
9am-5pm

\ “ =
Gardening Stolre/IlNu||rsIe!lry ) \\/%

Hydroponic Store

; 208 E. San Francisco Ave.
o sparetimegardencenter.com
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Willits Weekly’s

Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW TO
SUDOKU

Sudoku  puzzles are

formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9

must fill each row, column
and box. Each number

can appear only once in
each row, column and
box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers

will appear by using the
numeric  clues already
provided in the boxes. The

Level: Advanced

more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve

the puzzle!
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CLUES ACROSS

1. What travelers must do
5. Calendar month

8. Hopefully quickly

12. Once more

14. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
15. ‘Cheers’ actress Perlman
16. Astronomy unit

18. Savings vehicle

19. Get your ducks in this
20. Right away

21. Popular sports league
22. Containers

23. Entireties

26. One who wassails

30. Turned-up position

31. Extreme modesty

32. Writing utensil

33. Rewards (archaic)

34. Ancient capital

39. S. American wood sorrel
42. General discomfort
44 Philippine island

46. A witty saying

47. One who summarizes
49. Covered in

50. Mimic
51. Henry was a notable

56. Daughter of Hera
and Zeus

57. Retired NFLer Newton
58. Playground equipment

59. Concept

60. Satisfaction

61. Fishing net

62. Hammer end

63. A father’s male child
64. Japanese drink

CLUES DOWN

1. Off-Broadway figure
2. Gelatinous substance
3. Concern

4. ‘Lick It Up’ rockers

5. Serbian river

6. Part of a hat

7. Bowl-shaped
drinking vessel

8. Semitic language

9. Utter a shrill cry

10. Long times

11. Animal parts

13. Causing annoyance

17. Amorous talker
one 24 Attempt
25. Harmonic effects
26. Cost per mile
27.They __
28. Bitterly regret
29. Not even
35. Away to drop
36. Title of respect
37. World leader
38. Georgia rockers
40. National capital
41. Great Plains people

42. Duck-sized dinosaur
genus

43. Architectural recesses
44. Member of U.S. Navy
45. Mountainous

47. Kite bird

48. Sweetheart (archaic)

49. Popular snack made
of potato

52. 70s songsters
The Bee __

53. SE China port __-men
54. Something to fill up

55. League of Legends
character

WILLITS POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE LOG

February 2 to February 15
By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

The officers of the Willits Police
Department reported 154 incidents in this
14-day period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests

February 2

10:22 am: Officers conducted a stop
near the North Willits Bypass and issued a
citation.

10:54 am: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of South
Lenore Avenue.

2:15 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
100 block of California Street and issued a
warning.

February 3

11:07 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.

February 4

8:40 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1300 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

9:10 am: Officers conducted a stop in the
100 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

1:54 pm: LOPES Sr., Anthony Frank (55)
of Willits was contacted in the 100 block
of South Main Street following a report
of suspicious activity. He was arrested
on misdemeanor charges of disorderly
conduct (alcohol).

February 5

11:07 am: JOHNSON, Judy Mae (84)
of Willits was contacted in the 100 block
of Mill Creek Drive. She was arrested on
misdemeanor charges of domestic battery.

2:47 pm: HENDERSON, Skylar Ty (26)
of Ukiah was contacted in the 1400 block
of South Main Street. He was arrested
on felony charges of possession of a
controlled substance with two or more
prior convictions, and on misdemeanor
charges of contempt of court (disobeying
a court order), being under the influence
of a controlled substance, possession of
a controlled substance, and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

8:35 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
Margie Drive.

February 6

9:05 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
South Street.

6:09 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 800 block of
South Main Street.

9:33 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a citation.

February 7

11:43 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
Magnolia Avenue.

5:04 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 1200 block of
Blosser Lane.

8:53 pm: WILBURN, Franklin Santana
(53) of Willits was contacted in the 100
block of Barbara Lane. He was arrested on
misdemeanor charges of contempt of court
(disobeying a court order), possession of a
controlled substance, possession of drug
paraphernalia, and failure to appear.

February 8
No incidents to report.

February 9

9:19 am: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of South Main Street and
West Valley Street and issued a citation.

9:56 am: GUALANO, Albert Nicholas (40)
of San Francisco was contacted in the 200
block of East Commercial Street. He was
arrested on felony charges of possession
of a controlled substance with two or more
prior convictions, and on misdemeanor

charges of being under the influence of
a controlled substance, possession of a
controlled substance, and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

4:46 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 200 block of South Main
Street.

5:32 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of Baechtel Road and
South Main Street and issued a citation.

8:41 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

February 10

12:17 Officers conducted a stop in the
1000 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

4:40 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 200 block of
South Main Street.

6:08 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of South Main Street and
East Valley Street and issued a warning.

7:52 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of West Valley Street and
South Main Street and South Main Street
and issued a warning.

8:11 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1400 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

February 11

10:08 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 100 block of East Commercial Street
and issued a citation.

10:22 am: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 300 block of South Main
Street.

1:05 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1500 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

5:56 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1300 block of Hearst Willits Road and
issued a citation.

February 12

4:42 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1000 block of
South Main Street.

February 13

11:36 am: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 1200 block of Locust
Street.

5:03 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of Mill Creek
Drive.

9:23 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
Coast Street.

February 14

1:34 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1200 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

3:35 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 200 block of
School Street.

February 15

7:10 am: YALJ, Alexandria Leigh (44)
of Willits was contacted in the 100 block
of West Valley Street. She was arrested
on felony charges of domestic battery and
false imprisonment with violence, and on
misdemeanor charges of damaging or
destroying a wireless communications
device.

1:41 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
100 block of East Commercial Street and
issued a citation.

3:04 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1500 block of
South Main Street.

5:48 pm: HARDAGEVERGEER, Joshua
McCord (25) of Ukiah was contacted in
the 1700 block of South Main Street. He
was arrested on misdemeanor charges of
disorderly conduct (drugs and alcohol) and
resisting an officer.

10:49 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1400 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

PayPal

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular
online transaction!
www. WillitsWeekly.com
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Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

Check Cash
Our P.O. BOX 1698
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any amount direct!
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Brooktrails
Golf News

New management plans to make course
improvements, as new chef Adam Celaya
expands the Back 9 Bistro

There are some changes happening at the
Brooktrails Golf Course. On January 1 of this
year, new management was chosen to replace

the retiring family that
IMathew Caine gy the facility for
Features Writer
wilitsweekly@gmailcom  SEVeral years.  Alex
and Kimberly Herron,
along with Chef Adam Celaya, have plans to
improve both the course and the clubhouse.

As difficult as itis to grow grass in the shade
of the towering redwoods that both provide
obstacles and incredible beauty, they will be
reseeding and doing all they can to make the
course as playable as possible. They plan
on having monthly tournaments for both the
golfers and the disc golfers, and to recreate
the facility as a place for Brooktrails residents
and others to gather and enjoy the beautiful
outdoors in a warm and inviting location.

Celaya has plans to create a bistro in and
around the clubhouse, offering his well-known
and well-liked cuisine and specialties, such as
his popular crab cakes.

Right now, the Back 9 Bistro offers a
Breakfast Burrito as well as lunch menu items
like Chicken Sandwich w/Caesar, Hamburger,
Hot Dog, Chili, a couple of choices for Soup
of the Day, BLT, Marsala Burger, and French
Fries and Fried Pickles.

“One thing we have going for us, obviously,
is Adam [Celaya] from Adam’s Restaurant,
being our chef here,” stated Alex Herron. “He’s
really looking to change this. We're doing a lot
of upgrading. It takes time to get all the best
foods and all the permits. Adam has a ton of
equipment that he wants to bring in here. By
the time we get to summer, we're looking to
expand this to dinner and Sunday brunch.
We changed the floors just recently, took out
the green carpet. Adam is usually here seven
days a week. We have to push him out.”

Brooktrails is well-known for its challenging
disc golf course, considered among the
best in the state, if not the country. Thanks
to the efforts of Joseph Haggard, several
professional tournaments have been played
on the course.

“We’re going to have a disc tournament on
Saint Patrick’s Day,” said Alex Herron. “Adam
is putting together a great menu for the cost
of entering the tournament. We’'ll have corned
beef and cabbage, the whole Saint Patrick’s
Day fare, shepherd’s pie, vegetarian options.
In April, we'll be more focused toward the
golf side and we'll have a big Masters-type
event where we'll have the ‘Masters Menu’
that everybody clamors over: egg salad
sandwiches, and the pimento and cheese,
and all that good stuff.”

Kimberly Herron loves her involvement in
the venture. “I'm enjoying this very much,”
she explained. “I'm not a golfer. I'm the cart

BROWNS
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459-4854

1799 So. Main St.
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driver. We try to do some disc golf. We go out
on the down times and throw the disk. | tried
throwing discs forward like the experts do and
it ended up in the creek. It's just fun to watch
everybody out there and the families mingling.

“We’re going to have live music and more
family-oriented activities. We want to get the
little ones out here, maybe a kiddy’s course.
There are so many possibilities here and I'm
a dreamer. We want to get new walls and a
kitchen in here. The biggest challenge here is
time management, just trying to get everything
done. | have three jobs, and I'm a mom, and
I'm a wife.”

Celaya is completely redoing the kitchen
facilities, bringing in his own equipment to
provide a wide spectrum of meals for anyone
in the area, with both indoor and outdoor
seating among the redwoods.

“This is going to be fantastic,” said Celaya.
“The goal is to do a pretty intensive Sunday
brunch. We'll have indoor and outdoor seating
with heaters. I'm going to bring back some of
Adam’s magic from Adam’s Restaurant: crab
cakes, clam chowder, steak and pasta. That
is the lunch menu. We're going to be doing
a light breakfast during the week. Dinner will
be probably Thursday, Friday and Saturdays,
possibly Wednesday. Our target is to be able
to serve the greater Brooktrails community.
They can come to golf or just come to have
a great experience, great food, great servers,
ambiance, and so forth.”

The golf course and the disc course offer
memberships for those who use the facility
frequently. “A single member on the golf side
is $700 a year to come play anytime, as much
as you want,” said Alex Herron. “It's $500 for
disc golf. March through November, we have
good-weather memberships which are less
expensive. The Masters [Tournament] starts
the golf season. The Masters starts on TV.
The weather gets better. Everybody gets that
itch to go out and play. It's the unofficial start
of the golf season.

“Most people do 18 holes,” Alex Herron
said. “They go around twice. It's a short
course. You can easily get a round done in

three hours, whereas a big golf course takes |

about five to five-and-a-half hours.”

Irma Ford, owner of Pizza To Go, loves
the course and the new management. ‘| try
to play on Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays.

| have a five handicap. | play whenever they 8

have tournaments. | love Kimberly and Alex,
and | love David [Kimberly's father], because
he’s the one who keeps our golf course
clean. They are working really hard to keep
it in good shape, so it's going to be in really
good condition next summer. They are going
to seed all of the greens to make them really
good. | would love to see more people play
here.”
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At top, left: Irma Ford tees off on the first hole, outplaying most of the men. At top, right: Alex
and Kimberly Herron and Adam Celaya have plans to make the Brooktrails Golf Course a place
for people to play, eat and listen to live music. Above, left: Chef Adam Celaya is in his element
in the kitchen and plans to bring in his own equipment to upgrade the facility. Above, right:
Steve Ford loves being on the course and plays often. Below: Tina Tyler-O’Shea, president of
the Brooktrails Board of Directors, attempts to finish the disc golf hole at a tournament. Further
below, left: Adam Celaya’s bistro lunch menu offers some tasty choices. Further below, right:
Alex Herron takes a turn in the soon-to-be updated kitchen. At bottom: Golfers sometimes have
to share the course with the resident wildlife.
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Create It, Make It, Break It STEM Activity at Library:
Join us for this week’s activity ‘Energy Transfers’ on
Friday, February 27 from 3:30 to 5 pm at the library.
Ages 9 to 14.

Indoor Community Yard Sale in Laytonville: This
huge, multi-family yard sale was rescheduled due to
weather and will now be held on Friday, February 27

‘importance of Being Earnest’ at WCT: Saturday,
February 28 at 7 pm at Willits Community Theatre.
More info see Feb. 27 listing.

101 North Main Street.
Cosmic Family Band at Shanachie: This local jam
band plays original music that reflects our community Thursday, March
on Saturday, February 28 at 8 pm at Shanachie Pub. 5

of the month starting at 6:30
pm at Northspur Brewing Co.,

Seven Sisters Show opens at WCA:
The eclectic exhibit by these seven
local women will include paintings,
quilts, mosaic, assemblage, and
more, with a festive opening night
on Saturday, March 7 from 6 to 8 pm
including beverages and bar bites, and

SPIRITUAL
PATHWAYS

e

N - X
ican : \
V‘oe‘ Presents eglo

Duane Brown Memorial

ST. PATRICK'S

WILLITS CENTER FOR THE
ARTS

SEVEN SISTERS

il

Agape A Willits Farmers Market: will run through March 29, with galleries
BiblegClll)urch ﬂr::w%acfﬂrﬂgﬁ’ Zi%%a%ﬁg X\(I)gl]; aLr: :gnsviﬁ:en nside Sunday, MaI.Ch ! Thursdays from 3 to 5:30 pm open Fridays through Sundays from 11 DAY FEAST
290S. Lenore Ave. : , Ly : ‘Importance of BelnglEarnest’ at WCT: Sunday, at the Little Lake Grange for am to 5 pm.
Willits, CA 95490 ‘Importance of Being Earnest’ at WCT: Directed March 1 at 2 pm at Wilits Community Theatre. More  fresh produce, hot and cold Ymportance of Being Earnest at March 14, 2026
Where love is first by Maria Monti, this classic farce shows on Friday, info see Feb. 27 listing. food, crafts, the new edition of RSN "W \(CT: Final evening performance on 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

February 27 at 7 pm with show times each Friday and
Saturday at 7 pm and Sundays at 2 pm each weekend
through March 8 at Willits Community Theater. Tickets
are $25 and can be purchased at the door or online at
wctperformingartscenter.org

Corned Beef & Cabbage
Murphy’s (Spuds), Carrots, Etc...

Veteran’s Memorial Building
191 North Main « Willits

Willits Weekly and more. See
Feb 26 listing for more details.

FOWL Pop-Up Book Sale at
Library: Books for $1 apiece
on Thursday, March 5 from 10

Esther Siegel * Front row L-R: Laura Fogg Elizabeth Raybee

Opening March 7, 2026 6-8pm
Art, Refreshments, & Community ** FREE
Galleries open Sats,, & Suns. thru April 29 * 11-5pm

Saturday, March 7 at 7 pm at Willits
Community Theatre. More info see
Feb. 27 listing.

Sunday, March 8

Tuesday, March 3

FOWL Pop-Up Book Sale at Library: Books for $1
apiece on Tuesday, March 3 from 10 am to 7 pm at
Willits Library

Willits Farmers Market: Join your
neighbors Thursdays from 3 to 5:30

Dead and six other San Francisco
bands plus the live debut of Hal

Amazing Grace Hal-a-Looya Delgi“rm?:e?:r:;%fri]tc::ttgzt:;g%f Ift’,go;’ Eckankar Meeting at the Library: Join us for a spiritual @ to 7 pm at Willits Library. Pancake Breakfast at the Senior Center: Second e e
Assemblv of God Church Thursdav. Februarv 26 : re- discussion on “Inner Guidance: A doorway to greater . Sunday of the month from 8:30 to 11:30 am. Menu
803yC°aStStre“ 7 y Beautiful Day, Santana, the Grateful - gonfigence and love of lfe,” on Tuesday, March Friday, March 6 choices: 1) Biscuits & gravy with scrambled eggs. ‘\szs.oo

$12.00 /‘
2) All-you-can-eat pancakes with scrambled eggs, zh:chudren 12 & under. Children under 5 eat free N
sausage or bacon, coffee, orange juice or milk. Adults —

P.O. Box 489, Willits
Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.

3 from 11 am to noon at the Willits Branch

, : : FOWL Book Sale at Library: Books for $1 a
Library. More info: 707-367-3777. This

piece on Friday, March 6 from 10 am to 6 pm

Church
Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Worship Service
10 a.m.
For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Wednesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday-5:30 p.m.
Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish
Confessions on Saturday
4:45-515 pm.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252
https:/ / stanthonywillits.org/
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis

Episcopal Church
1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177
Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom
Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
Facebook.com/stjohnswillits
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day

Adventist Church
707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship
Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

Willits United

Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden
Aplace to find comfort
where all are welcome

TOWN-WIDE ONGOING
EVENTS

Food Not Bombs at Rec Grove Park: Receive a free
meal, supplies and zines every first and third Friday of
the month at 4 pm in Rec Grove Park at the picnic tables.
Everyone is welcome.

Skunk Alley Improv Lessons at WCT: Every Sunday
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm with instructor Schuyler Marcier at
Willits Community Theater. Cost is $5, cash or Venmo.

Free Meal by Willits Daily Bread: Every week on
Monday through Thursday from 4:30 to 5:30 pm at 66
East Commercial Street.

Willits Tennis Club: Meets every Monday and
Wednesday from 9 to 11 am at the Willits High School
Tennis Courts. All levels welcome. More info: 707 484-
3385.

Drop-In Life Drawing Group at WCA: Every Thursday
from 1 to 4 pm at Willits Center for the Arts. Cost is based
on sliding scale. More info: Margaret 707-459-9251.

Brown Bag Lunch Program: Saturdays at 1 pm,
sack lunches are served by local churches, community
organizations, and families at Bud Snider City Park on
East Commercial. Come at 1 pm to be assured a lunch!

Willits Indivisible Democracy Vigil: Every Friday from
5 to 6 pm at Babcock Park on South Main Street. More
info: “Willits Indivisible” on Facebook.

Pickleball: Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays at 5 pm
and Saturdays at 9 am at the Willits High School tennis
courts. Free to play and all levels welcome.

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every
Monday at 6 pm at the Muse in Willits, 30 East San
Francisco Street. More info: 707-354-1866.

Willits Drum Circle: Every second and fourth Friday at 7
pm, at St. Francis of the Redwoods on the corner of Main
and Commercial Streets. Info: Bill Bruneau: 459-3390.

Literacy Volunteers of Willits: We teach adults to read!
Free personal tutoring at the library.

Call or email to make an appointment: LiteracyWillits@
gmail.com or 707-456-7729.

Mobile Showers Available in Willits: Mobile shower is
in Willits every Monday and Tuesday from 2:30 to 4:30
pm, behind St. Francis Church at the corner of Main and
Commercial Streets. Toiletries, towels and washcloths
provided. Those with disabilities may need to bring a
helper. Sack dinners are served from 4:30 to 5:30 by
Willits Daily Bread.

Inland Valley Women’s Chorus: Every Thursday
(except holidays) from 6 to 7:30 pm to sing songs of
peace, joy, social justice and healing. No audition or
experience required. Carpooling available from Willits.
Holy Trinity Church, Mary & Martha Room, 640 South
Orchard Avenue, Ukiah. More info: Madge Strong, 707-
459-1493.

Shanachie Pub Ongoing Events
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street

Saturday Sessions at Shanachie: Every 2nd and 4th
Saturday from 3 to 6 pm, Tommy G will host an open jam
at Shanachie Pub. Bring any instrument and explore your
creativity!”

Bluegrass String Jam: An official jam for the California
Bluegrass Association, every 1st and 3rd Saturday of
the month starting at 3 pm, with all Bluegrass musicians
welcome!

Wednesday Open Mic Night: Every Wednesday— Enter
your name in the lottery from 3 to 7 pm to choose your
20-minute time slot, with performances beginning at 7:20.

Ongoing Events

at the Willits Library

Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street. Info:

www.mendolibrary.org or 459-5908. Open hours:

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10 am to 7 pm;

Friday, 10 am to 6 pm; Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm;
Closed Sunday and Monday.

Penny University Coffee Klatch: Wednesdays, 11 am
to 1 pm, in the Willits Library meeting room to discuss
various topics while enjoying a “cup of joe.”

LEGO Club: Tuesdays from 4 to 6:30 pm. “Bring your
imagination and start building.”

Tech Help: Saturdays from 11 am to noon, come get
computer help and your technical questions answered!

Spinning and Knitting: Saturdays at the library; from 1
to 4:30 pm. All skill levels welcome! Spinning, 1 to 2 pm;
Knitting, 2 to 4:30 pm.

Story and Playtime: Fridays from 11 am to noon, bring
the kids for a story followed by play time in the Children’s
Area.

ABC Art Artists Meet-Up: Work on your personal art
project, meet other artists and find inspiration Thursdays
and Fridays from 1 to 3 pm. Ages 18 and up.

to the test on the first Wednesday

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

¢
Good Luck,
Have Fun,
% LR
Don’t Die
The Story: Time-travel-science-
fiction-action-thriller about Artificial
Intelligence. Sam Rockwell stars as

“homme du.” He’s a man from the
Future

& and has
come
back
to the

Present
to warn
folks that

things aren'’t going too well.

Actually, he’s more than warning
them. He's recruiting a few brave
men and women to join with him in
his struggle to change the Presentin
order to prevent the terrible Future,
and to stop the release of the most
powerful artificial intelligence ever
created! All this plus car chases
and automatic weapons in the
hands of mysterious men wearing
pig masks.

My Thoughts: | confess that’s a bit
of a spoiler about the pig masks. So,
sorry. I'm just having fun, and that's
what this movie is. It's living up to
its title. It's all non-stop action and
violent fun. And a bit inconsistent.
Maybe. But enjoy!

IDan Essman

Columnist

Parents: The flick was a tad
confusing for me. No little children
for this flick. Take your wee ones
to see “Goat,” which is entirely
wholesome and has a good
message about inclusion and being
kind.

Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers
his reality attenuated by the wisdom
of the imagination.
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A joint fundraising event for Willits Daily Bread &
Willits Shelter Action Group

Join us agam for this much-loved community
fundraiser. Try and vote on soups, enjoy bread
and jom from Emandal Farm on the River, and

lbbrowse our silent auction.

goroke Loca( o

Willits
Community
Center

1ut 2026
Spm-Fpm

Tickets: $15 per Adult, $25 per couple, and
$5 for children 12 and under.

For additional information contact: Cindy Savage F0F-US9-2579 -
cindysavage@yahoo.com

r - v
FREE COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Wildland Fire Assessment Program

Saturday, March 14: 8 hr classroom training,
Sunday-Monday March 15-16th full days in field
Covelo, CA

Topics to be covered:

e Understanding the WUI
(Wildland Urban
Interface) problem

e |dentifying the zones

s On-site evaluation and
work improvement on
homes in the community

e Available resources

Queftfour?

Call TO7-972-3637 or email

Registration Required hera:

PPE Required:
long sleeve shirt, pants, work boots,
gloves, hardhat, eye prolecllon
(sunglasses ok)

o)

%

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27

8:30-10:30

WILLITS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

286 SCHOOL ST.
JOIN US FOR
BREAKFAST,
GAMES AND

CONNECTION 4

‘Life and Death — A Love
Story’ at WCT, March 14, 15

Save the date for this powerful performance
exploring love, loss, and what it means to be alive.
Written by and starring Sherry Glaser, creator of
“Family Secrets,” the longest running one-woman
show on Broadway. Co-starring Juan Wulff and
directed by Ricci Dedola, this extra-dark comedy with
a musical flair will have two performances only on
Saturday, March 14 at 7:30 pm and Sunday, March
15 at 2 pm at the Willits Community Theatre. For
more info and tickets: wctperformingartscenter.org.

Wildland Fire Assessment

Pastor Kris Strickland pm at the Little Lake Grange for the Wagenet's studio band, Hal-A-Looya  program is neither sponsored b T $13; Senior Cent bers $12; Children 8 and
_ : . ’ y nor at Willits Librarv. ; Senior Center members $12; Children 8 an
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME freshest produce available, local meat, at this benefit to support the Noyo sffiliated with the Library. U _ _under $8 and benefits Nutritional, Transportation, and
Church lfarmI ft;esh eggs, holt and c?rLd foc;td frlom Theater on Friday, February 27 at 7 frgg‘lr'n g‘a‘l’t ‘i"e?gf] i ';:IFESG?;’; Fras"trkéng\ Outreach services for Wilits seniors.
i ocal businesses, along with crafts, live m at the Noyo. Tickets $20. 2l ClpiplEs S ‘ : , _——
it t| | s the now ecion of Wils Wesk om e oye Tekels S20. by Ll G third Friday at 4 pm at the picnic tables in Rec Importance of Being Earnest’ at WCT. Fina
ot e do 1o e saaed: ' Y Seraphin  Featuring  Michael FowL Pop-Uo Book Sale at performance on Sunday, March 8 at 2 pm at Willits a
Acts 2:37 and more. The market honors EBT and S Par h hie: En op-Up boo ale a Grove Park. Everyone welcome. . , . © Wills Branch Lirary
1095 S. Main St, Willits WIC cards and matches bensfits to Ealdsioo arlengas at Shanachie: Enjoy |jprary: Books for $1 apiece on . S ' 2t WOT: Frid Community Theatre. More info see Feb. 27 listing. 2 =
(next to Super 8) doubl ol Elvin Bihop original music covering many styles \vednesday, March 4 from 10 am to 7 mportance of Being Earnest’ at WCT: Friday, £ workmg e e T (s
(707) 456-5023 ouble your dollars. in the classic Northern California rock o at Wills Library. March 6 at 7 pm at Willts Community Theatre. g g e, s,y 8y By By B 0 8, B 2 B0, B 8y e s T IOl
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m. Storytime at Laytonville Library: and roll sound on Friday, February 27 i Bt o Tl ] o i T More info see Feb. 27 listing. %w i & = ti;:;f'.;u.-.ii he m:bm;n_: y fo
S‘Sla‘:gzy"é“’fs:gglsle?gié“ Every 4th Thursday of the month bring Pesvanis fcksta at at 8 pm at Shanachie Pub. o;Z:chon(:on?h (eiglugin;% dergl m&jéysl)r?ecei\lljcresfrgg Friday Night Live at Shanachie: Join us for a night ﬁe ?i! '
- : MAZAHAR : - 0 Eri = E :
6700 pam. :he little ones for a story t.he whole 385, Main St Willts food from 10 to 11:30 at 1250 Blosser Lane, Willts. of live performances with Sgt. Splendor featuring Eric & & i na iy .
Wednesday Bible Study- amily can enjoy from 1 to 1:30 pm at  s20eacnwiti226208at5pm  Sgturday, February 28 _ _ _ o . McFadden and Kate Vargas, Kathy Peltier with poetry & & il - Artists Meet:
7-8:00 p.m. the Laytonville Library, 44960 Highway FOWL Poo-Uo Book Sale at th Lunch to Live Music at Brickhouse: Enjoy live music  and beadwork and Kevin Meagher Solo Acoustic from ég ié on your creation. Then, .
The Church of 101, Laytonville. e Bl 6 op- PS tO(:j ;?) a zg while you eat every Wednesday 8 to 11 pm at Shanachie Pub, Willits. B \ & IS Do o Thursdays and Fridays
€ ur? o T VT R e e e Sven 2nel sl A oL Letetolss Lol aplece_o_n a_ur 2l Ll from noon to 2 pm at Brickhouse = Saturdav, February 28, 2026 = meet with other artists to 1:00 PM - 3:00 MM
Jesus Christ of L gfth o mryt.Th I(/Iy Bl from 10 am to 5 pm at the Willits Library. Coffee, Willits. This week: Saro Saturday, March 7 R 8a.m.-4p.m. 2 share your work, laugh, PPy
Latter'da{y Salnts ursaay of fne month at’ pmat the Munchery, Indoor Community Yard Sale in Laytonville: This and Reikor! . R : 2 and be inspired. el
265 Margie Drive South Main Street, Willits. A . ) FOWL Pop-Up Book Sale at Library: 0 Holiday Room Open & :
o huge, multi-family yard sale will be held  Eckankar Event at United . ; e ;
Willits, CA 95490 on Saturday February 28 from 11 am to Mct;ndart Chvenh j . nlfe Last day to purchase books for $1 g! Brownie Troop 11340 will be selling Girl Scout cookies ‘g’ "
ALL ARE WELCOME ; ’ ethodist Church: Join us for i . ,
Sacrament Meeting Frlday’ February 27 5 pm inside Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis this “Sound of Soul” event and apiece on Saturdqy, March UL & :ur,mture' ha::senfaares, dmh:g' b‘.mks' & j
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. FOWL Pop-Up Book Sale at the Avenue, Laytonville. ; . am to 5 pm at Willits Library. & ids’ corner (clothing, toys), shoes, jeans, )
y _ p-Up _ , Lay experience the uplifting mantra ] ﬁé luggage, handbags, electronics, tools, linens, §Q
Llpraw: Books for $1 apiece on Willits Rotary Grill & Give Winter of HU and the benefits that come Graphic Novel_ Ope.n House at - home décor, art/picture frames, baby equipment S Tmmwm
Friday, February 27 from 10 am to BBQ: All-you-can-eat pork, chicken, from it on Wednesday, March Rom:nd :rI]aIIey Lr:prary. IDlscovert:tar:lld % arts and crafts, pet supplies, office supplies, and more % COUNTY BCARAty i Cotemataton s
A 6 pm at the Willits Branch Library. L : " 4 from 6 to 7 om at 286 School explore the grapnic novel genre atthis 34 o w
A University for Soul _ and homemads linguica, with beans, Street. Wilt F;VI info: Jov at free event featuring a comic-making % DRSS &,
*Spiritual Living Courses Free Community Breakfast at salad and bread plus vegetarian options. réet, Vviliis. viore nfo. Joy a station for all ages, a scavenger hunt ?R;g 8555 Uva Drive g Mendocino Women's Poitical Coalition (MWPC), AAUW-Ukiah, Cloud Forest Institute
+Spiritual Discussions Methodist Church: Join us for Also, live, silent and dessert auctions. 707-367-3777. This program is on comics historv. and culture. and Redwood Valley, CA 95470 Women Leadi Change
*ECK Light & Sound Services | §  thjg no-cost breakfast, games and Tickets $50, all proceeds benefit Willits not sponsored by nor affiliated biinaual hand ;y rafts and actvif o next to Broiler Parking Lot o Shaping a guslal ZFuture
More information? fi Friday, Feb Daily Bread, Food Bank and Senior With the Methodist Church. igue fancs-on crats anc acivies - =
Call 530-224-8703 connection on rriday, rebruary y ’ . . on Saturday, March 7 from 11 am to 2 ) ‘ S R e 42nd_Annual - 2026 SUNDAY,
www.eckankarorg 27 from 8:30 to 10:30 am at the £ps 10 e Center. Doors open at 5 pm on Saturday, Trivia  Night at Northspur om at the Round Valley Library, 23925 & Donations on Mondays -9 a.m. ~ noon - except school holidays & WOMEN’S MARCH 1
. United Methodist Church, 286 February 28 at the Willits Community ~ Brewing Co: Put your knowledge " Howard Street. Covelo.
Grace Community School Street, Willits. Center, 111 East Commercial Street. ’ EEHHRHABDBDHNHRASHDR AR Doors open at noon

HISTORY A

Program begins at 1 pm

G B
CELEBRATION :
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Tt Sl
o bl of Equalizati

S.P.A.CE.
Ascend Dancers

Inland Mendocino
Women's Chorus

EMCEE

TESS ALBIN-SMITH
Fort Bragg City Council
>> HONOREES!
- HONOREES! %+
SARAH MARSHALL JINI R!YNOI.DS
(] y
- S
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\b
ﬁ -
l"'

l.'I‘NN M!ADDWS Yy

SILENT AUCTION REFRESHMENTS

More information: Lynda McClure, (707) 272-0580

/ ﬁmfg" e

Ceramics Classes
with Rio Palley

Pastor Jaime Rogers-Fairchild

Training Program in Covelo,
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am

THEATER 1 DELUXE LUXURY RECLINERS, LASER PROJECTION |88

|

286 School St. (at Pine) THE DOORS GOOD LUCK, s Feb 27, 2026 e March 14-16
ook com | S HAVE FUN, DON'T D|E Young Eagles This classroom and field-training workshop wil
www.willitsumc.org (R} 2H 14min (PG} 7H S3min (R) 2H 14min Free Flights for Youths 8 to 17 cover topics on understanding the wildland/urban

6 Mondays Starting March 2

Expert instruction in hand building and wheel throwing
with a focus on creative glazing & functional use.
Kids 3:30-5pm
Adults 9-12pm
$200 plus materials ** Special Community Pricing
register online
https://www.willitscenterforthearts.org/

Theater

Willits, CA.

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
707-459-6660
www.noyotheater.com

Sat/Sun: =a Fri: % TN " Fri:
1:00, 4:00, 7:00 4:30, 7:15 A \ 4:15,7:15

Wed/Thur: Sat/Sun: Sat/Sun:

4:00, 7:00 1:30, 4:30, 7:15 1:15, 4:15, 7:15

Wed/Thur: Wed/Thur:
4:30, 7:15 4:15,7:15

interface problem, identifying the zones, onsite
evaluation and work on homes in the community,
and resources available. There will be an 8-hour
classroom training on Monday, March 14 and two full
days in the field on March 15 and 16. Long sleeve
shirt, work pants, gloves, hard hat and protective
eyewear are required. For more info and to register:
707-972-3637 or email lourancehall@gmail.com.

Facebook: facebook willits umc

The free flights include many other free aviation henefits worth
hundreds of dollars provided by EAA, including an airplane
ground school course for preparation for the FAA Private Pilot
written exam, reimbursement for the cost of the written exam,
and a voucher for the first instructional flight with an FAA
Certified Flight Instructor , and scholarship opportunities.
Visit www.eaa1027.org.

Special appearance
|ABD bandmate
A htchell Holman

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell

(707) 972-2475

april@uillitsweekly.com Thrifty Thursday: $8.00 tickets. Thrifty Thursday films this week in red.

Closed Monday/Tuesday

Showtimes: February 27 to March 5

Pg. 6
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Above: Library Technician Pat Sobrero of the Round Valley Branch Library holds the award certificate
for the Will Eisner Graphic Novel Innovation Grant which will support the library’s collection of comics
and graphic novels. Sobrero is flanked by fellow librarians at the 2025 American Library Association
conference.

Round Valley Library hosts Graphic Novel

GRAPHIC

AN EVENT FOR EVERYONE!

COME PLAY WITH COMICS!

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
11 AM - 3 PM
At the Library

- Family-friendly -
Drop in - FREE!

Ages: 0 - 105

23925 Howar

N st

Round Valley Branch Library

d St
Covelo, California 05428 | 707-083.6736
www mendolibrary.org

LEGAL NOTICES LEGALNOTICES LEGALNOTICES

WW584

WW586

WWs91 Fictitious Business Fictitious Business Wwss2
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF: Name Statement Name Statement CITY OF WILLITS
Laurence Jett Jennings 2026-F0009 2026-F0021 NOTICE OF PUBLIC
CASE NO.: 26PR00444 oot g o g porson of HEARING

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: Laurence
Jett Jennings

A Petition for Probate has been filed by: Jenna
Stephens in the Superior Court of California, County
of: Mendocino. The Petition for Probate requests
that: Jenna Stephens be appointed as personal
representative toadminister the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to administer the estate
under the Independent Administration of Estates Act.

business as Longevity
Kombucha, 349 S. Main
St., Willits, CA 95490.
Mailing Address: 438
McPeak St., Ukiah CA
95482.

Registered owner: Jared
Soinila, 438 McPeak St.,
Ukiah CA 95482.

This business is
conducted by an
individual.

The registrant
commenced to transact
business under the
fictitious business name

business as Hidden Gem
Studio, 234 S. Main St.
#3, Willits, CA 95490.
Mailing Address: 390 W.
Mendocino Ave., Willits
CA 95490.

Registered owner: Emilie
Cavallari, 390 W.
Mendocino Ave., Willits
CA 95490

This business is
conducted by an
individual.

The registrant
commenced to transact
business under the
fictitious business name

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Willits City Council, at
its regular meeting on March
11th, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., will conduct a public hearing
on the following matter at the time listed or as soon
thereafter as the item may be heard:

PROJECT: Conditional Use Permit No. U-26-01

REQUEST: To consider approval of a Use Permit to
allow construction of an approximately 400-square-
foot single family residence as an accessory to an
existing mini-storage business, Cougar’s Closet 2, to

Ot

Rural ?oont:%ssci)rr]r!( il;w?gyaislo?/?rzg (This authority will allow the personal representative e e e oo listed above on acoomtmod:te ant on-site efm}f’mgee responsible for
_ . ) : ; . . Renen: 3/20/2024. security and maintenance of the business
.A.].]. CommunltY Open House, MaICh 7 ClnnamOIl and loyal companion. to take many actions without obtaining court approval FBN statement filed with FBN statement filed with

Submitted by Round Valley Branch Library

Join us at the Round Valley Branch Library on Saturday, March 7 from 11 am to 2 pm
for our Graphic Novel All-Community Open House. This event will happen during Eisner
Week, celebrating the legacy of comics pioneer Will Eisner. The open house will feature
a comic-making station for all ages, a scavenger hunt on comics history and culture,
bilingual hands-on crafts and activities, and book recommendations by young readers.

Cinnamon is a ‘“let's
live in the country” gal
looking for a quiet, |
adult home who has
experience with shy and |
guarding dogs. She is
not a social dog but will

The Humane Society
for Inland Mendocino

is located at 9700

Drive in Redwood Va
Feel free to visit us,
appointments

Uva
lley.
no

needed!

We are open Wednesday

Before taking certain very important actions, however,
the personal representative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action). The
independent administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why the court should

the Mendocino County
Clerk Recorder on
1/6/2026.

/s/ Jared Soinila

Publication Dates:
February 5, 12, 19, 26,
2026

the Mendocino County
Clerk Recorder on
1/8/2026.

/s/ Emilie Cavallari

Publication Dates:
February 5, 12, 19, 26,
2026

LOCATION: 317 Robert Drive, Willits CA. APN 006-
200-10; 006-200-07.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: The project
is exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15303(a), - new construction of small structures

MEETING LOCATION: Council Chambers at City

Honored in 2024 as the Best Small Library in America by Library Journal, the Round  bond slowly to one or two tShrE[)u%h Fnda;g1 t§5gmi not gra.nt the authonty: o o WW?B? - _ Willits Week[y Hall located at 111 East Commercial Street, Willits,
Valley Branch of the Mendocino County Library has been awarded the Will Eisner Graphic household members. ! 1a l;rma¥o gnpm' glr; s?{j’ A hearing on the petition will be held in this court ﬁ;;ﬁgg’gfmf‘;‘gl‘f“ can run CA 95490.
Novel Innovation Grant, a national honor recognizing excellence in using graphic literature ~ Cinnamon will work for food and Monday and Tuesday. Check out all of our as follows: 026.F0068 . HOW TO PARTICIPATE: Prior to the meeting,
to engage readers and support learning. This award supports the library's growing ~eventually “comes around” to new people,  4yailable dogs and cats on our website: DATE: 03/20/2026 Time: 9:00 a.m. Dept.: E, located The following person o legal notices electronic copies of the staff report and agenda will
collection of comics and graphic novels, and helps expand access to this powerful literary ~ but she is much happier with few visitors. A\, mendohumanesociety.com, on our at: Superior Court of California, County of Mendocino, persons are doing includi be available on the City's website at http://ca-willis.
format for young readers across the Round Valley Indian Reservation and the town of ~resident dog is tantamount to her happiness  acahook page, and on www.petfinder.com. 100 N. State Street, Ukiah, CA 95482. Eii:f;usois 10007’83" Bit Inciuaing civicplus.com/AgendaCenter/City-Council-1.
Covelo. ang 0 :aase her shynesbs. t ~ Call 707-485-0123 for If you object to the granting of the petition, you should Hearst Rd., Willts, CA fictitious «  Written public comments regarding the proposed
In a region where access to current, engaging books is limited, our library is stepping Cinﬁamf,if” OTor?O avizl\jv LT3 more information. ) appear at the hearing and state your objections or file gRse‘;?:t'e:;Z jj:eer;:;S business name project may be submitted by email to Connor
up to meet the need — and the desire — for reading materials that resonate with young other adoptable animals, Loyal Levi written objections with the court before the hearing. Construction, Inc., Stack at cstack@aityofwillits.org , or the City
i i ibrary’ . : : Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney. 10700 Hearst Rd., statements Clerk's office, 111 East Commercial Street,
people. Graphic novels have proven to be a favorite among the library’s youngest patrons,  visit ~ www.milofoundation. Levi is a 3 year old, pp . ypeinp . yy . Y Willts, OA 95450, ’ Willits, Califonia, 95490, no later than 5:30 p.m.
with circulation pf these titles outpacmg other youtlh materials by a vy|de margin. Now, org or the Milo Foundation 13 pound terrier with a If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the This business is foreclosure on Tu,esday March 10th. Al public comments
thanks to the Eisner Grant, that collection is growing to reflect the diverse voices and ~ Sanctuary Facebook page. big personality packed decedent, you must file your claim with the court and conducted by a CA notices received will be provided to the Council in
experiences of the community, with titles in both English and Spanish, and stories that e sanctuary is currently into a litle body. He mail a copy to the personal representative appointed corporation. g advance of the meeting.
center on Indigenous and Hispanic cultures. doing pet adoptions by isn't shy, but he can by the court within the later of either (1) four months Igr‘r’];fgr'fct;:”tg ransact storage unit

The grant is funding a broad range of graphic works for elementary and middle school
readers, from classic series to new releases, along with educational materials for teachers
and families. A strong partnership exists between the library and local schools, with

appointment only. Please
complete a pet-adoption
application before
requesting an appointment.

be a bit barky when
meeting new people

figuring out who's who.

— it's just his way of

from the date of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of
the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the

business under the
fictitious business name
listed above on N/A.

FBN statement filed

auctions, and
more. Contact

*  Oral comments may be presented to the Willits
City Council during the public hearing. If you
challenge the project in court, you may be limited
to raising only those issues you or someone else

i date of maili | deli t f fi i i . X . . o

ongoing classroom visits and teacher support designed to showcase the new collection. ~ You can reach the Milo Give him a moment, adeo matl’ mggoorspéersfopha Ce |I\.:teryl0g>0ubota go [che Vc\:"c::rt:; Clon Rocorder us for more raised at the public hearing described in this
. . i . Foundation at 459-4900. and he setfles right in under section of the Lalliornia Frobate L.ode. on February 12, 2026 ) ] notice, or in written correspondence delivered to
For more information, please visit www.mendolibrary.org or contact the Round Valley ] A , Other Callifornia statues and legal authority may affect L ' information at the Willits Community Development Department
983 Sweet Pink Lad Once Levi decides you're a friend, he’s - : - s/ Ashley Smith, S LOIT ‘ _ _

Branch at 707-983-6736. y o h your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with President e or the Willits City Council at, or prior to, the public

, _ . incredibly loyal and affectionate. He loves i aer willitsweekly@ ; o '
Named after the delicate apple variet ; an attorney knowledgeable in California law. You may Publication Dates: hearing. All persons are invited to appear and
pp Y, to play when he feels comfortable, and he’s . \ . , ns a
Pink Lady is a shorthaired buff beauty with 5 great little walker on leash. One of his examine the file kept by the court. If you are a person fgb;lgargo%% March 5, gma,l_com present testimony in this matter.

WELL THAT'S A NEW

light tabby markings and a heart as gentle
as her name.

She’s a calm, sweet girl who's stil
adjusting to the hustle and bustle of shelter

favorite things is hopping into your lap for
scratches and soaking up attention.

Leviis looking for a home that appreciates
a small dog with a spirited personality and

a huge heart. With a

interested in the estate, you may file with the court a
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in Probate Code
section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is

The rest of
RecoveredI From page 1

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, if you need special assistance to participate in the
public meeting, please contact the City Clerk at (707)
459-4601. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the
meeting will assist staff in assuring that reasonable

life. Pink Lady enjoys quiet companionship,
soft head scratches, and _
gentle pets — but don’t be
surprised if she’s tucked
under her blankies during
your visit.

Here are notes from her
foster: “l finally got a pretty

Over the next several days, swift-water-rescue teams
and Search and Rescue personnel made attempts to
locate the Niesens and their vehicle, with negative results.
Search conditions were extremely difficult in this area
due to recent storms, water flow, difficult terrain, and the
constantly changing river conditions. MCSO deputies took
a missing persons report for Gary and Yvonne Niesen, due

available from the court clerk.

Petitioner: Jenna Stephens

1945 Piner Road Space 6

Santa Rosa CA 95403

Publication Dates: February 26, March 5, 12, 2026

accommodations are made to provide accessibility to
the meeting.

s/ Delores Pedersen
City Clerk for the City of Willits
Publication Date: February 26, 2026

bit of patience and
understanding, he'll
reward you with devotion,
playfulness, and endless
companionship.

The Mendocino
County Animal Shelter,

PROBLEM ||

Residential and Commercial Roofing
in Mendocino, Lake & Sonoma Counties

good picture of Pink Lady.
| think it shows what an
absolute love she is. She’s
really come out of her

located at 298 Plant
Road in Ukiah, is open to
the public from 9:30 am

to the circumstances of this ongoing investigation.

Locally raised in Willits,
organically fed and

On Friday, February 20, 2026, family members of the

LEGAL NOTICES

2y som o to 5 pm Tuesday through pasture raised missing persons were able to enlist the help of a private
E} tg énd ?Oth;SSCﬁtCL”;z, Friday, and 10 am to 3 Beef, Pork and Lamb diver, Juan Heredia, who is the founder of Angels Recovery
- pm on Saturdays (closed Dive Team. Heredia was able to locate the vehicle and WW590

Office: 707-462-4514

Mobile: 707-367-3786

www.basroofinginc.com
basroofing@live.com

Check in on your

Please Call to Register: YRTNAPNSTILKRSBRNN 0G6TO0U 3 5 1 8 4 6 2 7 9
cervica ea Suzanne Picetti-Johnson (707) 456-9676 VLRSUK QR MRS ERT i N
MYPRSRFOAPOGRB ANSB DS E E
HOUSTEHSIT"M K NNWPHGNL'Y Y 2 8 4 1 9 7 3 5 6
Get up to date on your cervical cancer M X CINDED'M NBROSA K L NR CWULY B T
. = trustie e CRFET S © VP Uy v RIL ERS 6191713121514 1118 T
screening with care you can trustd VHITPEGEESFEPNUODX HO R ]
If you're 21-65, staying up to date with cervical cancer screening is one ENVXPOGRE LETIMAGD VU NV 9 7 6 4 8 3 5 2 1
of the best ways to protect your health. MCHC is here to make it easy LIETGETAR VLU E SEH [LAMTT T P E
and comfortable—right in your community. AWOXVUGYDCNSHUNSETEGI S
S BSCBETFUVPSEAFIKAT H U G 0 8 2 5 9 7 1 6 4 3 o
, RFOPMNAALFXMWTAALZO MAR HE
Schedule your cervical
@ MCHC B et PICSH NARUATS SMERTSDRMLT 411[(315]16]2]19]8]7 M
SRMWALKINCMEFRTIZBNXF KBY H
707) 468-1010 E
HEALTH CENTERS (707) VENF G G RBALACKRTEMNAKTH 113(9]7]15(4]18|6(2
HILLSIDE | DORA ST | LITTLE LAKE | LAKEVIEW 1-800-FOR-MCHC MCHCINC.ORG
EPRWUGEOUELARXPXTTTWM
XBYVOVNSDPOCHAFINGLIL 7 4 2 6 3 8 1 9 5
WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP, AND OTHER INSURANCE BKUMNINGATIEOMDUVYVYSSAUWSP
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER SDLSDWED FRESSURLHEBGEPS 5 6 8 2 1 9 7 3 4
H X W T Y FEXSEATTNGEGEWNXXHD

She will go mad for a belly
rub and is hilariously squirmy. You can pick
her up easily; she just folds into your arms.”

With time, patience, and a peaceful

for lunch each day from 1 to 1:30 pm). Make
sure to pre-fill out the adoption application
available at www.mendoanimalshelter.com.
Call 707-463-4427 for more information.

AVENUES 10 WELLNESS

— YOUR REALTH MATTERS —

Bereavement Support Group

This facilitated 8-week group provides an opportunity to learn
the signs of grief, as well as to recognize the individual nature of its
expression and duration. With a fuller understanding of the grief

Beginning: Wednesday, March 18
Time: 3:30-5:30pm
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Personal and
Commercial orders
available

NATURALLY RAISED MEAT

EASTSIDE RANCH

Contact Melissa at

(707) 513-5705 | eastsideranchwillits@gmail.com

2% (W\% “\ .
S)erving our @ommum'{y S)ince 1948

www.willitsrotary.org
WillitsRotaryClub@gmail.com

confirm that only Gary Niesen was contained within the
vehicle. A heavy-duty tow truck responded to the scene
and was able to recover the vehicle and Gary Niesen,
who was positively identified by Sheriff's Deputy-Coroner
investigators.

On Saturday, February, 21, 2026, approximately
40 searchers from multiple agencies throughout the
state arrived and began searching the area. Two good
Samaritans were also in the area on a planned kayaking
trip. Atapproximately 2 pm, the kayakers notified searchers
they had located a deceased subject in the Eel River in the
area of mile marker 14.1 on Highway 162. Personnel were
able to recover the subject, who was positively identified as
Yvonne Niesen by Sheriff's Deputy-Coroner investigators.

The family and legal next-of-kin for Gary and Yvonne
Niesen were notified of this investigation and were also
present and assisted with the ongoing efforts to locate and
recover the vehicle from the Eel River.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office would like to thank

Ww5s87

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2026-F0067

The following person or
persons are doing
business as Babcock
House Photography, 96
S. Humboldt St., Willits,
CA 95490;
415-317-1379.

Registered owner:
Brodman Photo LLC., 96
S. Humboldt St., Willits,
CA 95490.

This business is
conducted by a Limited
Liability Company.

The registrant
commenced to transact
business under the
fictitious business name
listed above on
10/10/2022.

FBN statement filed with
the Mendocino County
Clerk Recorder on
February 11, 2026.

/s/ Rob Brodman,

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2026-F0005

The following person or
persons are doing
business as Flying Dog
Pizza, 65 S. Main St.,
Willits, CA 95490; 707-
459-4747.

Registered owner:
Caroline Ashley
Rehberger, 98 W.
Commercial St., Willits
CA 95490.

This business is
conducted by an
individual.

The registrant
commenced to transact
business under the
fictitious business name
listed above on N/A.
FBN statement filed with
the Mendocino County
Clerk Recorder on
January 6, 2026.

‘—_"" : ; /s/ Caroline Rehberger Managing MBR
. = i i the multiple agencies who responded from throughout the
Rttt & process and effective ways to cope, we can find meaning and move multiple age - - p p 9 bublication Dates: Publication Dates.
£ forward. region to assist in the search and recovery efforts. February 12, 19, 26, February 19, 26, March

March 5, 2026 5, 12, 2026
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Lovely Lentil Soup

Hearty, warm, and good for you - this easy and rather
inexpensive soup comes together in under an hour

1to 1 1/2 cup dry green or brown lentils
2 quarts vegetable stock

1 quart water

4 bay leaves

1 to 2 tablespoons olive oil

1 chopped onion

1/2 bunch chopped celery

3 to 5 peeled and chopped carrots

1 bulb peeled and chopped garlic

1 bunch chopped kale with stems removed
Salt and pepper

Garlic powder

Onion power

Directions:

Heat a few tablespoons of olive oil in a large pot, sautee
onions, carrots, celery and garlic until lightly browned and
fragrant. While that’s cooking, pour lentils onto flat surface
and pick through, careful to check for small stones, or
debris, before adding to cooking veggies. Add the kale, 2
quarts of stock, and enough water to significantly cover
everything, bring to a boil, and reduce to a simmer until
lentils are soft to the tooth, but retain their shape. Serve
hot and enjoy!
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(But almost!)

Send an email to:

willitsphonebook@gmail.com

“The most recent PET scan was negative for recurrence.”
| read from the oncologist's notes created after my follow-
up visit last Friday. “She reports no new pain, palpable
masses, or other symptoms.”

A CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH. Holy $#*%!

| was in a total state of overwhelmed, disbelieving joy
last Thursday, the day I did the big, radioactive, follow-up,
post-treatment PET scan, when the oncology nurse called
me back mid-afternoon, with the initial scan reading, and
that was the first time | got to hear the incredible news: The
scan was all clear.

‘No evidence of active malignancy on the current
examination.” was my takeaway phrase from her, and |
burst into tears on the phone and made her re-read the
name and birthday back to me to make sure the chart was
indeed mine. She assured me it was.

| spent the following few hours after we hung up, making
a few blubbering phone calls to some close family and
friends, initially scaring each of them as | sobbed: “l just got
a call from Dr. Wang's office,” *gasp on the other end* “no
no, it's good news,” I'd manage to get out between tears
and sniffles. “The PET scan is clear! It's gone!” *different
sighs, gasps and exhales on other end* and then followed
by all the good words, affections and congratulations
manageable.

| was able to hear the same good news from my lips
of oncologist proper the following Friday, cementing it
officially that we were indeed in the clear. This basically
means that everything is all gone, all the hard work and
perseverance of the last year and a half has paid off, and
there’s nothing left.

Feels UNREAL.

I'm still trying desperately to let that news not feel like
a joke, that it's not true or that it's all some elaborate ruse
to make me endure more insanity, but it's hard.... Many
say it's something you spend your lifetime waiting on, the
other shoe to drop, but eventually it gets easier, and being
diligent about letting them know about any noticeable
changes in my body is highly recommended.

| asked if we should just go ahead and set up a weekly
video visit schedule now to go over all of my bodily
functions and feels to make sure | wasn’t missing anything,
and they politely declined and told me to try to relax a little.
It's incredibly hard though, feeling like | was caught so off-
guard by my previous situation, but | will do my best to
balance nerves with necessities, a skill | feel like is every
Type A person’s personal struggle.

The road to new boobs still is a few exits away, however,
and I'm also trying not to feel disappointed in not being able
to type this from the pre-op table, but my plastic surgeon

At far left: It took
FOUR times to get
the IV started for
the PET scan, my
mind, body and
soul are all done
with getting poked.
At left: Maureen and
Matthew Jennison
are both realllllllly
happy to get back
to living a non-
cancer-involved life
once again.

Photos by
Maureen Jennison

] AOnEE

MAUREEN'S 1,000,000TH HEALTH UPDATE

Canitreally be true??

said that there’s still too much residual scar tissue on the
right side to even get an implant in, so | have to work on
massage, physical therapy, and stretching to get that to
resolve before we can move forward.

| also get to see a nutritionist and force myself to get
back in motion, trying to lose some of these COVID, baby,
happily-married, and  no-barre-classes-offered-locally
pounds that | have acquired these past years. Nothing
like adding insult to injury for having some weight loss
be the final (1?) hurdle in this ongoing saga ... especially
after having a C-section and double mastectomy weighing
more than | do now, but as this counts as somewhat more
“elective” and that reduced body fat also helps not to have
cancer return, | understand and agree that losing some
weight isn’t an unreasonable request, but ... COME ON!

Ugh.

Natalie or Kirsten, if you get to read this — PLEASE!
Teach that good ol* 10:30 am Monday/Wednesday barre
class again!? It was so good. Sigh.

So, between now and May when | see my plastic
surgeon again for an update, I'm focusing on protein, fiber,
calories and hydration. I'm trying to park at the other end of
the parking lot. I'm trying to take a daily walk. I'm trying to
make small, but sustainable changes. My sugar-free, mid-
treatment regime is back in place (even though | had some
glorious in between time including a birthday cake and
some delectable tiramisu from Craft House Baking and
two instances of margarita enjoyment at El Azteca), and
I'm trying to keep bread and carbs at bay, and hopefully it'll
all be worth it in the end, right?

This entire experience has been a massive experience
of self-control, mind over matter, ends justifying the means,
and the worst: patience.

Iama GET IT DONE kind of gal, and the continued battle
with patience, going through the motions and trusting the
process sucks.

Atleast now, three months after my last chemo treatment,
| feel amazing. | now only have two pills to take each day. |
want to work, | want to garden, | want to go places, | want
to scoop out the chicken coop (well, not really, but you
know, metaphorically — it's usually a husband/teenager
job) I have energy, my hair is ALMOST able to get into a
ponytail, | have my amazing family, my amazing friends,
my amazing healthcare team, and my amazing husband
and daughter all by my side, and | have you!

Thanks for going on this journey with me, all of your
cards, letters, words of encouragement, and support is so
humbling, sweet and appreciated.

Please go make a doctor’s apt, and hug your loved ones.

112 . Little Lake Valley rainfall totals (inches) rainfall
Wl]']'lts Ra']'n BOX Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun weekly since

location Feb 16 Feb 17 Feb 18 Feb 19 Feb 20 Feb 21 Feb 22 total 010ct25
Northbrook Way 0.16 1.32 0.66 0.67 0.01 0.00 0.30 3.12 41.99
Brooktrails Dr @ Sherwood Rd 0.12 1.19 0.49 0.60 0.00 0.00 0.47 2.87 42.41
Valley Rd 0.08 0.84 0.52 0.48 0.00 0.00 0.18 210 29.78
Canyon Rd 0.1 0.59 0.47 0.51 0.01 0.01 0.22 1.92 33.66
Pine Mountain 0.09 0.48 0.11 0.44 0.01 0.04 0.49 1.66 40.23
South Main @ East Oak 0.14 1.38 0.61 0.65 0.01 0.00 0.27 3.06 41.34
average 0.12 0.97 0.48 0.56 0.01 0.01 0.32 2.46 38.24

data compiled from weatherunderground (https://www.wunderground.com)
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While the prediction for a very wet week fell a bit short,

the forecast for some white mornings came true. Snow fell

across the Little Lake Valley early Wednesday, bringing 3 to 4 inches on the valley floor and significantly more at higher
elevations. An encore performance came Thursday morning, with a lighter and less persistent snowfall.

Despite the snow, rain equivalent accumulation for the week averaged only 2.46 inches, versus a prediction for 3 to 4
inches. Total rainfall since October 1, 2025 now stands at 38.24 inches. With only a few more wet days in the forecast,
it's unlikely that the February total will match that of the two previous years.

ESTD. 1993

Lic# 679517

24900 N. HWY 101
IN WILLITS

707-459-5859

— Tim Hanna, Willits Rain Box

KM CABINETRY

CUSTOM CABINETS FOR ANY ROOM IN YOUR HOUSE
CABINET REFACING
GOT A GREAT LAYOUT? WANT TO CUT COSTS?

CABINET REFACING ALLOWS YOU TO UPDATE YOUR
CABINETS WITHOUT THE HASSLE OF REMODELING.
UPGRADE YOUR CABINETS AT A LOWER PRICE.

KEN MCCOURTNEY
707/605-1540 | KMCABINETRY.NET
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The rest of
Schools

this time, and we have a lot of cleanup.”

I From page 1

Following the informational agenda,
the WUSD board’s student representative
shared a heartfelt call to action. Bringing
notice to some “buzz’ around Willits
High School’s family liaison position, the
student representative said: “l think it's
super important that every single person
here understands that if you want us as
a community to be together, our students
need to feel like they can talk to someone,”
also explaining “every successful student
that's successful at WHS has [someone]
that they can depend on.” The student
representative also emphasizes the crucial
impacts students will face when a support
system is taken away.

Board trustees shared updates on
WUSD happenings for the new vyear.
Trustee Jennifer Sookne continues to work
on expanding the district's music program
from a lunch-based music club at the high
school to the middle school. Trustee April
Lamprich highlights the talented youth
of the community and their work at the
science fair, wishing the projects would be
displayed longer. Lamprich then shifted
to a more serious tone: “ know tonight’s
conversations are going to bring strong
emotions. Change, especially when it
involves people and long-standing systems,
is hard. | truly respect how much our staff,
families, and community care about our
schools, and | want you all to know that |
hear it

Trustee Paula Nunez opened her
comments by thanking multiple individuals
for “following the law and ensuring the safety
of our students during the ICE protests.”
She also reminded the board and audience
that middle and high school students are
legally entitled to one complete excused
school day to participate in civic activities
as laid out by the California Education
Code. Continuing, Nunez emphasizes
communication and community, stating:
“The culture of your [school] site or the
whole district really makes a big difference
in how students do, how the community
does, and how we learn. We are here to
work together. It takes all of us.” Closing
Board Trustee comments, President
Jeanne King prepared a statement warning
about “significant financial difficulties” for
the district, excerpted here:

“Willits Unified is in significant financial
difficulties... If the board does not make
decisions to improve the school district’s
finances, the state basically comes in and
makes the necessary decisions. The state
will decide who to lay off, which programs
to downsize, what materials should not be
purchased. The state will be making those
decisions, not a local board made up of local
community members. The school district
loses local control. The current school
board needs to make the hard decisions
necessary to improve the financial wellbeing
of the district. Some of those hard decisions
may require laying off of staff, cutting back
on curriculum purchases, and so on. But the
hard decisions must be made. The board
is abdicating its responsibility regarding
the financial wellbeing of the district if
it does not make those hard necessary
decisions. Again, maintaining the financial
wellbeing of the district is one of the primary
responsibilities of a school board.”

Following President King's statement,
Trustee Sookne reflected on past times.
‘| was on the negotiating team,” she said
“and ... | had a teacher that | spoke to, and
she told me she had been working here
for 10 years and still couldn’t afford to buy
a house. That was wrong, and we did go
above the recommended 15%, but we did
it just by 2% more,” also saying: “I have no
regrets.”

Regarding the district's fiscal issues,
Superintendent Baker said: “My staff knows
that | am trying to figure out how to turn
this district around, actually working nights
because of where this district technically
is at this time.... I'm fighting right now with
the state and county telling them to give us
time to make this happen, give us time to
turn this around.... | mean yes, it’s true. We
are — the district is in fumes. I'm going to
be truthful. We're tightening our system, so
accountability is not optional.” Closing his
comments, he reiterates his commitment to
continue building Willits Unified, refusing to
let the districts’ challenges define it and that
the transformation is now.

The full video of WUSD’s February
board meeting can be found on
YouTube at www.youtube.com/@
willitsunifiedschooldistri5651

The rest of

Report

minimize flooding on the roadways.

+ Several overgrown ditches,
intersections, and sections of
Public Right-of-Way were cleared
to improve drainage and line of
sight. Heavy vegetation removal
was conducted along the south side
of E. Valley from S. Lenore to City
Limits East. The basin for a large
drainage culvert and the ditch line
that feeds it were cleared. Other
areas include but are not limited
to: Brothers Lane x Baechtel Rd.,
Casteel Ln., and along Railroad
Ave x E. Oaks St.

* Roadway shoulder repair and
minor grading was performed along
the eastern portion of Railroad
Ave. The area experiences heavy
traffic and use during the bi-weekly
operations at the Willits Food Bank,
whose volunteers and customers
they serve park in that location and
cross the street to receive services.
Parking congestion has reduced.
Most of the repairs were made
utilizing asphalt grindings produced
from past road surface repairs.

+ City staff spent several hours
marking  underground  utilities
along the South Main St. / Hwy
20 corridor for asset damage
prevention during the next phase
of the underground fiber optic data
line installation project.

Project Updates

* The heating unit at the City
Pool may need to be replaced. It
began to fail due to calcification
but is currently operating at
limited capacity. Options are being
discussed between the District
and the City to determine the best
course of action moving forward.

+Pothole patching was conducted
at various locations; approximately
5 Cubic yards of asphalt cold mix
was distributed as needed. Several
areas brought forward by the public
were addressed. The material
bin was re-stocked to support
additional  street  maintenance
during the

IFrom page 1

The rest of From page 1
Chief pag

For nearly two decades with the
Sheriff's Office, Schnitzius played a
key role in developing and leading
the Sheriff's training unit. In that
training role Schnitzius focused

on strengthening  professional
standards, improving operational
performance, and implementing

recruitment strategies designed to
build a knowledgeable, capable,
compassionate, and community-
focused law enforcement workforce.

After being promoted by the
sheriff to the rank of sergeant,
Schnitzius  supervised  Sheriff's
Office personnel and field operations
with an emphasis on accountability,
teamwork, and clear lines of
communications. Known for his style
of direct and transparent leadership,
Schnitzius worked to align teams
under his supervision around shared
goals while promoting efficiency,
professionalism, and public trust.

In 2020, Schnitzius was hired by
DA David Eyster to serve as the DA's
lead coastal investigator working out
of the DA's Fort Bragg office.

During his six years in that DA
assignment, Schnitzius supported
prosecution efforts on all types of
criminal cases, including murder
cases, adult and child sexual
assault, other complex felony
cases, and child abduction cases.
He has worked closely with other
local and regional law enforcement
agencies, the DA's Victim/Witness
Unit, and contributed to office
policy improvements that have
helped to improve the DA's overall
investigatory work product.

Across all of his law enforcement
assignments and roles, Schnitzius
has remained committed to public
safety, concern and care of victims
and  witnesses,  professional
excellence, and organizational
integrity.

Welcome to the job, Chief!

winter season and to restore
pavement disturbed during utility
repairs. Additional base rock was
also ordered to replace inventory.

+ Two damaged toilets at Snider
Park were replaced, the Stage at
Recreation Grove had to be power
washed several times for graffiti
and food debris from transient
activity, and Graffiti on several
STOP signs throughout the City
was addressed.

* The chip beds, planters, and
landscaping along Main St., E.
Commercial St., Wood St. Parking
lot, and at the Sports Complex
were serviced. Brick work was
repaired and weeds were removed
as needed. The holes from digging
animals were filled at the Dog
Park, and the Haehl Creek walking
trail was mowed, serviced, and
hanging branches were pruned for
clearance. Some of the Par-Course
exercise equipment at that site had
minor repairs identified during site
evaluation.

* Fence repair was conducted
at 223 Bonnie Ln. A tree on City
owned property had pushed over
a section of privately owned fence
at that address, and the panel was
replaced.

* A sign provided by the donor
who funded the Pin-Wheel
Sculptures at Hwy 20 Park was
installed.

e Drinking fountain repair parts
were ordered to repair drinking
fountains at various locations.

Staffing Items

No change, the Maintenance
Department is currently staffing six
full-time employees: two assigned
to Parks and Facilities and three
assigned to Streets and Utility
Repairs, with one supervisor
overseeing operations.

Editor’s Note: to read the whole
January report from City of Willits
Facilities & Services, and other
city department reports, visit the
Agenda Center at www.cityofwillits.

CLASSIFIEDS

Brown Bag
Lunch Program

Every Saturday at
1 pm sack lunches
are served by local
churches, community
organizations, and
families at Bud
Snider Park on East
Commercial. Come at
1 pm to be assured a
lunch!

Do you need
food?

Willits Food  Bank,
344 Railroad Avenue,
Willits, CA  95490.
Open Wednesdays &
Fridays, 11 am to 4:30
pm. New Client Choice
model where you select
your own items. Bring
shopping bags, Bring
an |.D. Info: (707) 459-
3333

For Sale

*Silver Coins Lots of
collectibles  <Various
artwork and antique
signs *Uncirculated
stamps  *Fly fishing
gear w/500 flies. Please
call John for inquiries:
(458) 232-8098

Homemades &
Alterations by
Teresa

Alterations &
seamstress work
available locally.
Reasonable prices
and prompt service.
Contact:  (707) 472-
8787.

Indoor Yard Sale

Giant  Indoor  Yard
Sale — Deep Valley
Christian School, 8555
Uva Drive, Redwood
Valley, (across from
the Broiler). Saturday,
February 28 - 8 am to

Inner Guidance

Inner  Guidance: A
doorway to  greater
confidence and love
for life. Join us in a
spiritual discussion,
Tuesday, March 3, 11
- noon; Willits Library,
390 E. Commercial
Street. Questions? Call
Joy at (707) 367-3777.
Sponsored by Eckankar
of CA& NV. (This program
is neither sponsored

by nor affiliated with
the Mendocino County
Library.)

La Siciliana
Going Out Of
Business Sale

Monday &  Tuesday,
March 2nd & 3rd Noon
- 6 pm. Everything must
be sold. Cash Only. As Is
Condition, All Sales Final

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV's and
Trailers — starts at $500
per month, includes
water & garbage. Close
to Safeway in Willits.
Call Tony (707) 972-
4696. See at http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp

Love Willits
Weekly?

Help support our free-
circulation ~ community
newspaper by becoming
a ‘“street subscriber’!
You send in an annual
donation, and pick up
the edition on the street
each week! We love our
regular subscribers too:
$75 for home delivery in
the Willits area; $120 for a
year's subscription in the
U.S. mail. Fill out a form
on page 2!

org/AgendaCenter, and open or 4 pm
download the agenda packet for
the February 25 meeting.

The rest of

Letters[ From page 4
Madam King's “Ladies of the Evening” not only
treated us to a special performance, but also
volunteered their time throughout the event!!
Many thanks to: Rebecca King and Charles
Ferguson, Melody Clearbrook accompanied
by Malakai Shindel, Sonja Shattuck and
Richard Shattuck. You were all the cherry on
top of the sundae.

Special thanks go to Kevin Copperfield,
Natalie Sadler, bartenders extraordinaire:
Billy Hetherington and Bryan Arnold, Amythyst
Romero and Brion, Joshua Sternberg, Lynn
Davis, and Adrienne Arant. The evening also
featured a photo booth provided by Jini and
Peter Reynolds.

Willits Community Services and Food Bank
relies on corporate and private donations,
grants and volunteers in order to continue our
work, and your support is invaluable to us!!

We hope to offer more fun fundraisers
throughout the year; please let us know if you
would like to help. You can reach out to us at:
(707) 459-3333 or info@willitsfoodbank.com.

If you would like to donate, checks can be made
payable to: Willits Food Bank, 344 Railroad
Ave. Willits, CA 95490 or you can use our
donate button on our website: willitsfoodbank.
com

Thank you all for your continued support!!
Wendy Copperfield, director, WCS

Scam alert
To the Editor:

| recently came close to getting several
thousand dollars scammed from my checking
account. It was so professional that it could
happen to anyone. Here is the back story. On
a recent trip to Mariposa Market in Willits, |
presented my bank debit card for payment. It
was declined twice. | paid cash and my next
stop was my bank.

The bank clerk brought up my account and
said it was declined for NSF - Non-Sufficient
Funds. | said | have money in the account. She
brought up a check that was waiting for funds
in my account so it would clear. It was in the
amount of $3,000 and had my valid signature.
| didn’t recognize the person’s name on the
Pay To line.

We moved over to her desk to investigate
further. Looking at the check copy | noticed
several changes to my original check. My
phone number had been removed that was

between my name and address. The blank
space was gone by collapsing the space
between my name and address. | didn’t have
my checkbook with me so didn't realize the
check # was changed from 1360 to 1377. The
date was changed from 1/17 to 1/27. The
Pay To was changed to P....... L..... (I am not
revealing her name). Amount changed from
$400 to $3,000.

Their greed was what saved me. At the time |
had $2,200 in my account. If they had made
the amount for $2,000, | would have been
nearly cleaned out. The back of the check
had a partial signature and indicated a “mobile
deposit” to a bank group located in the South
and the East Coast.

We closed the account and a stop payment
was put on check # 1377. | am assuming
the professional scammers anticipated a stop
payment on # 1360 so used 1377, removed
phone number, and moved the date up closer
to their deposit date. | am giving a lot of
detail in this letter to point out these people
are professionals. My original check had
been changed in several places keeping my
signature, bank routing and account numbers.
Removal of items on the original check were
not apparent.

On 1/17 | had mailed the $400 check from
a USPS box in Willits to a business located
in lllinois. Someplace along the route my
envelope had been stolen. They also had my
credit card account number since a payment
stub was also in the envelope. | replaced the
credit card before they could start using the
number.

| had to notify auto depositors and auto
payments on my bank account and auto
payments on my credit card. Not an easy task.

How to prevent this is the question. | only write
six or seven checks a month. Will probably
use USPS money orders for payments going
via mail and also keep money in a savings
account and transfer as needed to checking.
Does anyone have suggestions to prevent this
kind of fraud? | emailed my bank asking if |
had any recourse if the check had cleared my
account. They didn’t respond.

Bob Wilkinson, Willits

W

Willits Weekly | February 26, 2026

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Pg. 11



The rest of From page 2
Hart pag

“County government &
should be there to help make
good things happen,” he
says. “It should help people
start a business, build a
home, protect their property,
and keep their community
safe, not stand in the way.”

He sees today’'s budget
crisis, challenges funding
public safety and roads, slow
permitting, and difficulty both
the BOS and the public has
getting the data needed to
make decisions as symptoms
of deeper operational issues.
“If the foundation isn’t solid,
nothing else works the way
it should,” he says. “We need to shore up transparency, efficiency,
culture, and accountability, and then build from there.”

This is why the people he has worked with over the years in
disaster preparedness, the arts, healthcare, government, and the
greater community have urged him to step up into this role.

Eric will host regular community events in Willits, Laytonville, and
Covelo, along with open office hours at the Brickhouse in Willits.

Learn more about his platform and upcoming events at www.
EricHartForSupervisor.com.
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Amy Elliott

Amy B. Elliott passed away on
February 1, 2026, just days before
her 101st birthday. It was a peaceful
transition, with the help of Adventist
Hospice in Fort Bragg,
and Oceanside
Comfort Care.

She was born in
Southern  California.
Amy lived for many
years with family in
Malibu, where she
worked as a secretary
at Hughes Research.
She and her husband,
Neil, enjoyed riding
horses on the beach,
sailing, and traveling
the world.

In the 1980s she and Neil moved
to Willits. She was an avid gardener,
loved her animals, and devoted
much of her life to volunteering for
organizations such as: Our Daily

Jacinda Tayaba-Cordero, and Eric Wilder

Shanti Parks, Jeremy Peconom, Jessica Proctor, Petee Ramirez,
Lyn Risling, Jacquelyn Ross, |ess Rouse, Steven Saffold,
Victorio Shaw, Kat Solares, Deerstine Suehead, Malissa Tayaba,

Bread, the Adult Literacy Group of
the Willits Library, and even delivered
Meals on Wheels when she was in
her 80s.

But probably her biggest passion
in life was quilting. A master quilter,
Amy turned fabric into works of art,
winning many awards.
She gifted quilts to her
family and donated
many to The Ford
Street  Project and
families in need.

She was preceded
in death by her
husband, Neil, and
son Dan. She will
be remembered by
her two children,
Paul  (Mary) and
Anita  (John),  her
grandchildren Morgan,
Franklin, Maggie, Benjamin, Erik
(Sarah), and Amy (Richard), and her
great-grandchildren Dylan, Bryanna,
Nikolai, David, and Tyler.

She will be greatly missed.

2% MOMIM WENE/MEDICINE WATER
¥ Mowing Through California Indian Country
vl Stingle Springs Band of i i it U

. february 1 through May 10, 2026

GRACE HUDSON MUSEUM

431 SOUTH MAIN STREET ®m UKIAH, CALIFORNIA 95482

Participating Artists Include:
Tiffany Adams, Carson Bates, Anthony Burris, Jacky Calanchini, Billy Hawk Enos,
Koppa Enos, Henry Frank, Silver Galleto, Delana Galvan, Jeanette Innerarity, Skye Innerarity,
Siranika Johnson, Jaime LaPena, Kai LaPena, Vince LaPena, Raymond LeBeau, Viola LeBeau,

Rabin Meely, Meyokeeskow Marrufo, Melissa Melero-Moose, Michelle Napoli, Crystal Pagal,

‘Momim Wené/
Medicine Water’
at Grace Hudson

in Ukiah

By Roberta Werdinger for
Grace Hudson Museum

The new exhibit, “Momim
Wené/Medicine Water:
Flowing Through California
Indian Country,” opened at
the Grace Hudson Museum
on February 14 and runs
through May 10. It tells a
story of tribal relationships
between the people and
their  waterways through
the  paintings,  basketry,
beadwork, and regalia of
over 30 Native artists. Their
work reflects the various
tribal histories of California
Indian  Country, changing
times, and lifeways.

Arranged by the Shingle
Springs Band of Miwok
Indians, this exhibit began in
central California and is now
flowing to the home of the
Ukiah Valley Pomo, where
their regional voices will be
added to the story.

A reception is planned for
February 28.

The  Grace  Hudson
Museum is at 431 South
Main St. in Ukiah and is
open Wednesday through
Saturday from 10 am to 4:30
pm, and Sunday from noon to
4:30 pm. General admission
is $7; $15 per family; $5
for students and seniors;
free to all on the first Friday
of the month; and always
free to members, Native
Americans, and  active-
duty military personnel. For
more information, visit www.
gracehudsonmuseum.org or
call (707) 467-2836.

Trusted expert
care delivered
by trusted
neighbors

Learn more at
AdventistHealthHowardMemorial.org

At Adventist Health Howard Memorial, we're more than just your caregivers — were your

neighbors, your biggest supporters and your partners in wellness. We're dedicated to providing
exceptional care for every stage of life throughout Mendocino County. Because when you feel
your best, you can make every moment count.

_ Nz
Adventist Health\\

Howard Memorial

‘_F‘_
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