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Below: Snowmen, Mickey, reindeer, penguins, angels and so
much more shine bright in the yard of this Highway 20 home.
At bottom: A simple Nativity scene is the focus in this yard.
Photos by Mathew Caine

Holiday
Illuminations

Willits gets festive with displays of
twinkling lights and colorful scenes
Sharing the joy and beauty of Christmas by putting up holiday lights
is a tradition for a number of families in and
Mathew Caine
around Willits. Lights, blow-up sculptures,
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com and sometimes animatronic elves, angels
and snowmen
adorn the houses where it has become Read the rest of
Lights
a tradition to spend hours erecting
their displays to delight their family and
Over on Page RE6
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At top: This two-story home on the corner of Wood and North Streets features lights on the bushes
and the home itself. Above: A greeting from a jolly elf, lights on the roof line and strung in the trees
are all festive features of this Brooktrails home.

“Zillow Premier Agents”

COLUMN | How’s the Market?

What is this ‘MLS’

everyone’s talking about?

At right: Two students in the
North Bay Construction Corp.
program paint trim molding to
be used on the four microhomes in the background.

I’ve referred to the MLS in previous
columns, but I don’t know that I’ve
explained what it is and why it’s so
valuable, so here you go.

Photo courtesy Gary Quackenbush

Below: North Bay Construction
Corps students are trained in
scissor-lift operation in Santa
Rosa on March 17, 2018.

MLS stands for Multiple Listing
Service, and it is a system whereby real
estate agents in a specific geographic
area share information about all the
properties for sale, the listings. Access
to the MLS is restricted to
real estate brokers, and
by extension, the agents
who work for them.

Photo courtesy of North Coast
Builders Exchange

At bottom: High School
seniors who completed
a two-week North Bay
Construction Corps boot camp
at Healdsburg High School
are interviewed by employers,
including Garden Works and
Plum Electric on the last day,
June 22, 2018.

I really feel this is a disservice
to the buyer and seller. Candidly, I
see no advantage to these private
programs because the MLS, when
used as designed, provides the most
information to the broadest audience.
Also, with the traditional MLS, rules
and a strict code of ethics have been
designed to improve the relationship
among all parties to make
the entire transaction
smoother and easier.

The MLS also feeds
public
and governmental
For each property, the
online
listing services.
MLS includes address,
So,
while
brokers are the
photos, price, detailed
only
ones
who access the
descriptions, disclosures,
MLS, their willingness to
access information (so
enter all that data allows
the real estate agent can
public sites like www.
show the property), and Richard Selzer
trulia.com, www.zillow.
more. The information’s Columnist
com, and www.realtor.
available online and,
com
to
be
populated. “For sale
ideally, offers everything a person
by
owner”
(also
known as FSBO)
would need to make a decision about
properties are not on the MLS, but
whether to buy.
nearly all other properties are.
The MLS can also be used to match
A note of caution when listing your
buyers with their ideal property by
home:
if you’ve upgraded your home
entering a wish list. The system will
without
the appropriate permits,
automatically inform potential buyers
government
databases fed by the
when a property matches their list.
MLS may give you away. If the county
In my opinion, your real estate has your property listed as a house
agent must be a member of their local with three bedrooms and one bath,
MLS to provide you with the service but you are selling a three-bedroom,
you deserve. Without the MLS, they’re two-bath house, flags may go up.
working in the dark – offering you a Otherwise, I can think of no reason
narrower set of choices than you’d get why you wouldn’t want your property
with a real estate agent who checks listed for sale through the MLS.
the MLS regularly for updates.
If you have questions about real
In addition to listings, the MLS also estate or property management,
includes data about recent sales, so please contact me at rselzer@
your real estate agent can accurately selzerrealty.com or visit www.
assess the fair market value of your realtyworldselzer.com. If I use your
home or the home you’d like to buy.
suggestion in a column, I’ll send you a
In the last few years, some private $5 gift card to Roland’s Bakery. If you’d
listing services have tried to compete like to read previous articles, visit my
with the MLS. Within a region, a small blog at www.richardselzer.com.
number of offices have opted out of Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who
MLS and chosen only to share with has been in the business for more
each other.
than 40 years.

Photo courtesy of North Coast
Builders Exchange

North Bay
Construction
Corps

Program for high school seniors
aims to train new building industry workers
Submitted by North Bay Construction Corps
The North Bay Construction Corps, a construction exploration and training program for local high school
seniors in their last semester of high school, is now accepting applications for the 2019 Corps. Launched
successfully last year as the Mendocino County Construction Corps, this second year, the program joins
the regional NBCC as the Mendocino County Chapter.
The Mendocino County Chapter of the NBCC is a local partnership supported by the North Coast
Builders Exchange, the Career Technical Foundation Sonoma County, the Ukiah Unified School
District, the Mendocino County Office of Education, Mendocino College, the Greater Ukiah Chamber
of Commerce, the Community Foundation of Mendocino County, and local businesses. The program is
designed to address the growing need for new construction workers.
Construction Corps members meet once a week for two hours and one Saturday a month for five hours
over a 16-week period from late January through mid-May. Basic construction skills are taught by local
contractors and other construction professionals, and safety is emphasized at every meeting. Students
earn industry-recognized certifications such as CPR / First Aid, Forklift and Boom Lift Certification,
Personal Protective Equipment, Ladder Safety, and more.

PG&E reminds customers
to use heating appliances –
especially space heaters – safely
Submitted by Pacific Gas and Electric Company
SAN FRANCISCO – With temperatures
dropping in Northern California, Pacific Gas
and Electric Company urges customers to be
cautious when using appliances or fireplaces
to heat their homes. Space heaters and other
electric or gas heating appliances can be a fire
hazard when not safely used or closely attended
to.
Also, gas furnaces, stoves and water heaters
can increase the risk of exposure to carbon
monoxide, a toxic gas, if they have not been
checked to ensure they
are working properly.
“We
want
our
customers to be safe,
comfortable and warm
when the temperature
drops – and there’s
a
reason
safety
comes first on that
list. A home’s main
central heating system
should be its primary
source of heat, and
customers should only
use space heaters as
a supplement. If these
appliances
aren’t
used safely, they can
create serious safety
hazards,” said Laurie
Giammona, senior vice
president and chief customer officer at PG&E.

• Keep all flammable materials at least three
feet away from heating sources and supervise
children when a space heater or fireplace is
being used.
• Never use cooking devices such as ovens or
stoves for home heating purposes.
• Install carbon monoxide detectors to warn
you if concentration levels are high. As of 2011,
all California single-family homes are required
to have carbon monoxide detectors. Make
sure they are installed near sleeping areas and
replace the batteries at
least twice a year.
• When using the
fireplace
to
stay
warm, make sure the
flue is open so that
the byproducts of
combustion can vent
safely through the
chimney.
• Never use products
inside the home that
generate dangerous
levels
of
carbon
monoxide, such as
generators, barbecues,
propane heaters and
charcoal.

To avoid carbon monoxide risks, the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission
recommends having vented space heaters
inspected each year to make sure they are
operating safely and have not become blocked,
rusted or corroded.
PG&E urges customers to focus on safely
heating their homes as temperatures dip and
offers the following tips:
• Place space heaters on level, hard,
nonflammable surfaces, not on rugs or carpets.
• Don’t put objects on space heaters or use
them to dry clothes or shoes.
• Turn off space heaters when leaving the
room or going to sleep.

If customers suspect
there is a problem
with a natural gas appliance inside their home,
they should call PG&E at 800-743-5000. A gas
service representative will be dispatched to
do a thorough inspection. If you detect carbon
monoxide in your home, you should get out
immediately and call 911.
About PG&E
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary
of PG&E Corporation (NYSE:PCG), is one of
the largest combined natural gas and electric
energy companies in the United States. Based
in San Francisco, with more than 20,000
employees, the company delivers some of the
nation’s cleanest energy to nearly 16 million
people in Northern and Central California. For
more information, visit www.pge.com and www.
pge.com/news.

Successful Corps members are invited to attend a two-week Boot Camp in June where students work
full-time on a real construction project. Graduates who complete the NBCC program are prepared to work
in an entry-level position where they can be trained further by the company that hires them.
Successful students earn two college credits for Work Experience from their local community college
that are transferable to a California State University. They also receive a $750 stipend for their Boot
Camp work and a letter of recommendation. An interview event is held on the last day of Boot Camp,
and construction industry participants have the opportunity to highlight the benefits of working for their
organization to these potential employees.

MENDO REALTY, INC.

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S

PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY

In its third year, NBCC is expanding. The program’s goal this year is to graduate 125 students or
more in a five-county region including Sonoma, Mendocino, Lake, Napa and Marin. Students or building
industry professionals interested in getting involved in the Construction Corps should visit the NBCC
website for more information: www.constructioncorps.org.
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Remodeling?
Showing Your
Home?
Need Extra Space?

“If it matters to you,
it matters to me.”

665 N. State St.
Ukiah, CA

Selzer Realty

551 South Orchard Avenue
Ukiah, CA 95472

NOW OFFERING
SEAMLESS
ALUMINUM
GUTTERS

Willits Most General Store
Come see our shipment
of large appliances:
Whirlpool - Amana - Maytag
and so much more!

real roofing done once.
done right.
Dunlap

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40
Call for Availability & Rates
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Store Open Daily:
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Get your ad included in our next Willits Weekly Real Estate edition!
The first edition of 2019 will publish on January 10!

Call April: 707-972-2475
Pg.RE2

Lee Persico
707-459-5389
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norcalhomes@yahoo.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.

mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com
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COLUMN | Real Estate Beat

How instability in our lives can be useful

It’s normal and natural that we are always seeking
stability in our lives. When our virtual backs are against the
wall with lack of housing and few choices for well-paying
jobs, our creativity is challenged to work together to identify
new and overlooked possibilities.

past our forests were foolishly exploited, mostly by out-ofarea corporations who “cut and run.” There are intelligent,
environmentally supportive ways to utilize forests. We have
other resources, not the least of which includes creative
minds with the capacity to discover new possibilities.

may not fly immediately, but they do create unstoppable
momentum toward a better now and a better future.

Struggling to make failed, dysfunctional ways work,
which no longer produce satisfying results, is pointless. As
the old truism says, “The definition of insanity is doing the
same thing over and over and expecting different results.”

Another job creator is dealing with fire danger. Next time
I’ll write more about the “wildland / urban interface.” In the
meantime, learn more about it. Let’s work on learning from
Paradise, Lake County, and our own fire situations.

The entrepreneur identifies a need then fills it. What is an
actual need for this area? How can you utilize the internet
to create jobs here? That’s how successful businesses are
born. We have empty storefronts wanting to be filled. Think
locally. Your astute creativity and business acumen is the
solution.

Solutions are often outside the box
of yesterday. Some new “leaders” of
our U.S. government, with the help of
corrupt organizations like ALEC, American
Legislative Exchange Council, recently
put the phenomenal job-creating engine of
renewable energy, which most Americans
support, in the deep freeze. Choosing
instead to subsidize dirty, inefficient fossil
fuels and proven-dangerous nuclear energy
(think the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster
and Three Mile Island in Pennsylvania).
They see endless war and dirty energy
as a profit center, but those behaviors are a
dead end – literally a dead end.

Climate is changing. Build smart. Get rid of
dead trees and underbrush around houses.
Respect fire and its useful, natural, inevitable
place in our lives and environment. Be
respectful of wildlife as you do these things.
Housing, job creation, and affordable health
care are the top concerns that Americans say
they care most about. We need new and
over-looked solutions. Washington, D.C. is
not providing them. You can!
Jobs and housing go hand-in-hand. One
doesn’t come before the other. They happen
side-by-side, together. New, affordable
housing attracts new job creators. New jobs
broaden the tax-base and local income to
build new housing.

Bill Barksdale
Columnist, GRI Realtor®

Solar and wind-energy generation have
been creating tens of thousands of new jobs in the U.S.
in recent years. Renewable energy is one of the fastest
growing industries in the world. Now those jobs are in
jeopardy in the U.S. China and Germany are happy
to become the renewable energy job creators as they
manufacture affordable energy technology for homes and
industry.
China is prospering big-time as one of the
world’s leading renewable energy
manufacturers, while fossil fuel and
nuclear executives buy off U.S.
politicians. Sadly, no one is surprised
by corruption, but we should all be pissed off, not
apathetic. We’re losing the jobs of the future
and the income to create housing, better health
care, and affordable education.

People working together regardless of
their political leanings, spawn a
productive brain-trust, creating
housing and jobs. Additional
byproducts of this cooperation
are better schools, confidence in a
brighter future, and mutual respect.
Whiners who
solutions
are
OK to whine if
up
with
solutions.
ideas

don’t offer realistic
annoying. It’s only
you follow
practical
S o m e

Willits’ new downtown sidewalks and streets are a
wonderful blank slate to reimagine our town. They’re here,
so see them as an opportunity.

As a consumer of goods and services, when you shop
locally, you create jobs and security for this place in which
you live. Your sales tax dollars spent here, instead of in
some other areas, pay for services like fire safety, sewer
and water, good streets, and other local government
services that you demand and rely on. Buy your gas,
groceries and gifts in Willits.
Many people are looking for affordable, appealing places
to relocate. They bring money and creative solutions with
them. Let’s be that attractive place. We live in one of the
most beautiful areas in the world. The recent “Paint the
Town” movement is doing what art often does. It stimulates
and revitalizes. Towns that support the arts tend to prosper.
That’s been proven over and over.
What you think about moment-to-moment creates the
path you take. If you look for the negative, anger is the
direction you go. If you look for what really makes you
happy, the thought that makes you feel better is the path
that opens for you. It truly is that simple. What you think
about is what you create and become.
Recent research, called neuroplasticity,
has proven that you actually change
your brain, creating new synaptic brain
connections and how the gray matter
of your brain functions – with your thoughts.
Emotion is a powerful engine that powers
thought to create change.
Instability is uncomfortable, stimulating
and useful because it encourages us to work
together, forge new relationships, identify, and
put into motion solutions that make our town
and lives better. Choose to leave
contrived, phony, unproductive
differences
behind.
Work
together to create a brave new
satisfying world – beginning at
home. Do we make things better
or make ’em worse? The choice
is literally – yours.

Fossil fuels and nuclear are creating few
jobs here on the West Coast, and
thus fewer opportunities to
create cash flow for badly
needed new housing and
infrastructure. So what do
we have?
Well, we’ve got sun, wind
and even tidal energy in
abundance. They are proven,
viable energy resources.
We’ve got workers that need
training, encouragement and
jobs. We also have a number of
experienced solar installers right
here in Mendocino County.

Be the solution!
Bill Barksdale was a 2016
inductee into the Realtor®
Hall of Fame. He can
be reached at Coldwell
Banker Mendo Realty
Inc. at 707-489-2232
or bark@pacific.net

We have forests for
lumber production. In the

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

How to help
Camp fire victims

Neighbors:
Like you, I’ve been shaken by the wreckage of the Camp fire. There are many ways
to help.
There are several organizations doing critical work. You can always support them via Nicholas Casagrande
donations – of your time, your extra household items, and / or your unique skills.
Columnist
Join the Facebook group “Paradise Fire Adopt a Family.” Paradise families post items
they need. Many have Amazon lists or GoFundMe pages.
The official website for Camp fire response and recovery is www.ButteCountyRecovers.org/give. You can sign up for
specific volunteer tasks and shifts – from sorting donations at distribution centers, to distributing goods, to counseling
victims or caring for rescued animals.
United Policyholders is a nonprofit group that helps victims navigate the insurance-claim process. Their next seminar is
“Recover and Insurance Orientation” at Chico State Performing Art Center, Room 144, on Tuesday, December 18, from
6 to 8 pm. Learn more about the work of United Policyholders at www.UPHelp.org.
You can also get much guidance regarding having the correct levels of insurance and more. (Please note I am a board
member of this organization.)
Monetary donations are always needed. Here is a list of active charities supporting the recovery work:
• North Valley Community Foundation
• North Valley Animal Disaster Group
• Caring Choices
• United Way
• American Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Butte County Office of Education: Schools Fire Relief Fund
• Wildcats Rise Fire Recovery Fund
• Oroville Hope Center
• Search and Rescue
• Tri Counties Bank
• Golden Valley
Bank Community
Foundation
Thanks for helping
out!
Nicholas Casagrande,
EA, is an accountant and a
financial advisor. His firm,
NC Financial Group, is
a wealth management
firm serving individual
clients as well as
small-to-mediumsized businesses.
Client work includes
personal and
corporate taxes,
investment planning,
insurance, and real estate.
NC Financial Group’s Willits office
is located at 675 South Main Street;
contact 855-240-6606 or nicholas@
ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) or
Nicholas.Casagrande@Ceterafs.com
(investments) for more information.

Just in time to move in before Christmas! 3 bdrm, 2
bath home located on cul-de-sac. New paint,
double car garage, low maintenance yards, and
family room with fireplace to hang your stockings.

For the best in service,
remember to always insist on

135 Foothill, Ukiah — $449,000

405 Oak Manor, Ukiah — $379,000
For more information call
Beverly Sanders Broker or your agent.

707-272-6202
Bre #00548508

Use pens, markers, pencils,
crayons or paints and
decorate the house below
as fancy as can be! Email
us a photo of your finished
product, and we might
feature it on our Facebook
and Instagram page!

Willits Rental Center
& Auto Repair

Trusted everywhere,
every day.

Still time for that 1031 Exchange. Fix me up and
make me shine. 3 bdrm, 2 bath, family room. Oak
Manor subdivision, vacant and ready for your ideas.

Decorate a
Gingerbread
House!

Fidelity National Title

Get Your Pie Order In For The Holidays!
Holiday Specials:
Pumpkin
Pecan
Bourbon Sweet Potato

— Full Line Auto Repair and Service —
— Contractor and Homeowner Tool Rental —

704 E. Perkins Street, Suite D | Ukiah, CA 95482
Ph: (707) 467-9212
Fax: (707) 467-9183
Your Dedicated Escrow Team:
Annette Pearce | Susie Robertson | Denise LaHa

Call 707-367-5498 or stop in at
299 E. Commercial Street in Willits, CA

Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

315 Robert Drive • Willits • (707) 456-1123

SUMMIT REALTY PRESENTS
PR
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Cute Cottage Home
On 1.09+/- Acres in
Brooktrails

Very nice cottage style home, 1,088
sq. ft. with 2 bedrooms and 1 full
bath. Custom redwood and pine
interior, great views, decks and large
lot. Lovely park-like property
with towering redwoods.
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MENDO REALTY, INC.

Tara Moratti

Broker-Associate
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - Cell
707-459-5389 ext. 106 - Office

$287,500 - Brooktrails Beauty!

ASKING $269,000
Call Ruth Weston • 707-489-3333

Spacious 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home with newer roof and newer Trane XR95
Energy Efficient central heating unit. Featuring 1,887 sq. ft. of living space, attached
2 car garage and residing on a merged double lot totaling .50+/- acre.

70 +/- Acres Gentle Land in Laytonville

Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money
Loans

Investor
opportunities

(707) 459-2330

(707) 462-8622

Independently
Owned & Operated

This parcel borders the town of Laytonville and
Branscomb Road. Zoned RR1 could provide for future
subdivison with many nice potential building sites. Some
perk work has been done. Ten Mile Creek runs through
the middle. Lots of nice mature trees with some open
meadows. Power is on the property. City water hookups
are available. All town amenities are close.

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784
PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490
redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

ASKING $425,000
Call Ruth Weston • 707-489-3333

For information or an appointment to view please call:

Ruth Weston
707-459-4961

CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@paciﬁc.net
557 South Main Street • Willits

Pg.RE4

Dave O’Leary
707-489-6602

CalBRE: 101915030
davidsummitrealty@gmail.com
557 South Main Street • Willits

40 acres. Cannabis can grow here. 3 living units and
3 ponds. Lots of water. 3 solar systems; 3 hot houses,
cabin and outbuildings.

Finished, 2,000 sq. ft. stucco house with metal roof, solar design and
3 bedrooms. Thick walls for thermal mass. Solar skylight. Stucco
interior and exterior walls with gas + wood heat. Second unit is a small
liveable cabin — possible B&B rental? Third unit is large, 2 story
almost-finished, 4,000 sq. ft. with 4 bedrooms and 3 baths.
Approx. 20 fenced acres
with 1,400 Pinot Noir,
bronze medal,
producing vines.

$859,000

REDUCED TO $799,000

Call Jack Blandford
broker
(707) 391-7612

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

CalBRE #00425821

email: blandford@mcn.org

www.LivInMendo.com • 1460 S. Main St., Willits • livinmendo@gmail.com
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Sherwood Ranch 3 Homes on 40 Acres!
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See more photos at jackblandford.com
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Off Central Avenue: Light-up reindeer pull Santa as
snowmen and a myriad of other festive creatures look
on in this bedazzled yard off of Central Avenue.

A West Commercial house looks classically elegant with its white icicle lights hanging from the
roof and a glowing Christmas tree in the front window.

A house in the Northbrook area accents landscaping with rows of LED rope lights.

The rest of

Lights

Another colorful home off North Street glows a Christmas green in addition to Santa, presents,
snowmen and even a train.

From Page RE1

neighbors with these colorful scenes.
There are some who keep it simple and just put up a single strand, and then there are
those who create an entire Disneyesque scene of colorful crèches with angels and wise
men, attended by snowmen and cartoon characters.
The tradition of small candles on trees dates back to the 17th century. Candles were
attached with melted wax or pins. Edward Johnson, partners with Thomas Edison in
Edison’s Illumination Company, lit the first electric Christmas tree in 1882 in New York City.
The idea was quickly picked up by department stores, and a few decades later, electric
Christmas tree lights were widely available and affordable.
Take some time this holiday season to wander the neighborhoods of Willits with your
kids. There are colorful delights to be seen sporadically throughout the city. Most of
these should be up through New Year’s Eve. Perhaps they will encourage others to put
up similar displays next year and turn the town into a cornucopia of lights, dreams and
Christmas fun.

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490

Alison Pernell
972-1364

Barbara Mercer
489-2922

Christopher Martin
367-3173

Elida Cardona
354-1538

It’s a holiday party in the yard of this North Street area home!
Photos by Mathew Caine

An individual, stand-alone and independent print piece

Jake McFadden
354-3874

Margaret Andrews
354-3977

Sal Madrigal
354-1950

Sharon Noah
489-0441

DRE# 00528452

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com
FEATURED PROPERTY
Presented by: Alison Pernell

Price
Reduced

WILLITS WEEKLY IS
BRINGING BACK THE

REAL ESTATE

SECTION

TO LOCAL PRINT MEDIA

Runs
Second
Week
Each
Month

Relevant Local Editorial Content
Open House Advertisements
Available Buyer’s & Seller’s Agents
Property Listings

GET YOUR OFFICE, AGENTS AND
LISTINGS INCLUDED IN OUR NEXT EDITION

Ads
Commitment
and ad copy
deadline
is the
first Friday
of the month

Your comfy home in the redwoods with Eel River frontage! This newer 4 bedroom,
2 bath manufactured home has plenty of living space with living room, family room,
and a gorgeous rec. room featuring exposed beam ceiling. Lounge on front and back
decks, enjoy the hot tub and above ground pool or a swim in the Eel River, all just
steps from home. Lots of room for projects on 2.50 acres with workshop, carport
and outbuildings. Only 12 miles from the coast!

3,500 copies
each week
Ads go
online and
in-print for
one price

Offered at $399,000
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Call for ad space:

April Tweddell
707-972-2475
Runs on the second
Thursday of the month.
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