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BOS asks
for COVID
enforcement

against
large
gatherings

Mike A'Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

On Tuesday, the board
of supervisors approved
a resolution that affirmed
support for state and local
health orders and urged
county law enforcement
agencies and other county
agencies to make COVID
enforcement their “highest
priority.”

The vote was 4-1, with
Supervisor John Haschak
voting no.

The resolution reviews
the current status of
the local pandemic and

Read the rest of
Enforcement

Over on Page 4

Virtual
Cannabis
Cultivation
Town Hall
set for

December 16

Submitted by the
County of Mendocino

On Wednesday,
December 16 at 4 pm
(rescheduled  from an
earlier date), the Board
of Supervisors Cannabis
Cultivation Ad Hoc
Committee  consisting  of
Supervisors John Haschak
and Ted Williams will host a
virtual Cannabis Cultivation
Town Hall Meeting.

The supervisors will give
an update on their current
efforts with state agencies
and provide an opportunity
for the public to participate
by asking questions and
providing public comment.
Planning and  Building
Services Director, Brent
Schultz, and Planning and
Building Services staff will

Read the rest of I

Town hall
Over on Page 4

6 arrested
in Covelo
murders

Six Covelo residents have
been arrested and charged
in connection with the deaths
of Kyle James McCartney,
34, and Traci Lynn Bland,
both of Covelo. The two
victims were first reported
missing on November 19,
after a reported assault and
possible kidnapping.

Two bodies found on
November 23, along Hulls
Valley Road in a remote
area northeast of Covelo’s

valley floor, were later
identified as McCartney and
Bland.

On December 1,

Mendocino County District
Attorney C. David Eyster
formally charged several
Read the rest of
Murders

Over on Page 4
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Above, from left: Santas and more Christmas decor fill the tables at the Willits Senior Centers Chnstmas Store Jane McCabe picked
out a wonderful Christmas wreath and bag full of other goodies. Glenda Brown shops in the rack of Christmas clothing. Below: Center
volunteers including, from left: Dorothy Roediger, Sue Sawyers, Richard Baker, Earlene Gleisner, Goldie Hilkey smile at the shop

Above: A lovely angel gets a halo from
the center's lights. Below: Glenda Brown
shows off her filled basket. At right: The
center's dining hall is filled with goodies.

At right: Christmas
shoppers Carmen,
left, and Alejandra,
right, smile with
kids Santiago,
Melissa, Cesar and
David at the store.
Far right: Lighted
trees are also
available for sale.

Below: See's
Candies are also
being sold as a
fundraiser for the

center. Below, right:

The checkout line
was hopping, but
everyone was sure
to maintain social
distancing and
mask wearing!

R

liday Takeover!

Willits Senior Center's dining hall
converted to Christmas craziness
for annual holiday store

One apparent perk of the coronavirus indoor dining
change: The Willits Senior Center’'s Christmas Store
is bigger and better than ever as it has taken over the
center’s dining hall, spreading out over the wide-open space to offer a plethora

‘ of holiday goodies. The store usually gets side-room billing, but with the lack of

\ meals being able to be served,

" the main hall has created a Read the restof
wonderful display. Shopping

Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com

I Maureen Jennison

I Over on Page 6

Photos by
Maureen
Jennison
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Regional
ICU capacity
remains

above
lockdown
trigger

Mike A'Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

In the face of a possible
COVID lockdown, intensive
care unit bed capacity in the
state’s “Northern California”
region remains above the
15 percent lockdown trigger,
with ICU bed capacity on
Tuesday at 26.5 percent.

Mendocino County
Public Health Officer Andy
Coren gave that number on
Tuesday in a report to the
board of supervisors.

On Friday, December 4,
while speaking at an online
press conference on the
Read therestof

Capacity
Over on Page 11

County to
explore

new option
for pot
impasse
IMike A'Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

In the second to last
meeting of 2020, the board
of  supervisors  agreed
to direct the Mendocino
County  Planning  and
Building  Services to
suspend work on three of
the directives that the board
gave it on September 22,
and to limit work that will be
going into a fourth directive.

In addition, the board
agreed to direct planning
staff to pursue a new
initiative that holds a slim
potential of giving the county
a way out of its impasse
with the state, over the
state’s CEQA requirements
with regard to cannabis
cultivation.

Read the rest of
Option
Over on Page 11

sSuspect in
parking lot
pot robbery
arrested after
high-speed
chase

Submitted by Willits
Police Chief Fabian
Lizarraga

On December 8 at
approximately  5:30 pm,
Willits Police Department
officers were dispatched
to the Burger King at 1355
South Main Street in Willits.
The call originated from
a retired Sonoma County
Sheriff's Office deputy who
observed two suspects in
a black SUV take a bag of
possible marijuana from
the occupants of a white
SUV while they were in the

Read the rest of I

Robbery
Over on Page 11



What do YOU
think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank you
letters from our readers

Holiday Lights
To the Editor:

We love to host the Holiday Lights at
the Commonwealth Garden across
from Adventist Health Howard Memorial
Hospital with the Frank R. Howard
Foundation and many volunteers, but
it has become necessary to adjust for
safety this year.

We will still decorate the garden fence
and gazebo with twinkly lights, and our
illuminated arch will be in front of the
farmstand so you can take a picture
with your family, but we won’t be walking
through. We encourage the community to
drive by the Haehl Creek neighborhood
and see all the lights.

In a normal year we would donate the
proceeds to a local charity, and times are
challenging for many local groups that
were unable to hold their fundraisers this
year. So, we welcome those who would
have come and donated to consider
giving to your favorite organization. |
bet Little Lake Fire Department, Willits
Center for the Arts, or Willits Senior
Center could use your donations!

We will see you all out and about sharing
holiday cheer or maybe driving by the
Roots of Motive Power lit-up train cars.
We have so much to be thankful for here
in Willits and how our community comes
together is my favorite part. We will see
you again at the Holiday Lights of 2021.

Holly Madrigal for Holiday Lights

Still unresolved in my

mind...
To the Editor:

Weeks have passed ... and City Manager
Stephanie Garrabrant-Sierra, speaking
of the new interim police chief, is “very
excited for him to start soon.”

Meanwhile, Measure K has passed in
Willits to alleviate the dire condition of
Willits city finances. It seems to me that
a lot of our taxpayer $ has been wasted
in hiring and “firing” Alexis Blaylock. Yet
no explanation has been given for her
resignation except “personal reasons.”

We, the taxpayers and citizens of Willits,
deserve to know what really happened. |
have heard (as much as | can legally be
told) one side of the story, and | believe it.
The fact that Ms. Blaylock is a stickler for
protocol apparently was not appreciated
by some of our police officers.

Ms. Garrabrant-Sierra, you are putting
the City of Willits in jeopardy of lawsuits

by not insisting that every police officer
follow protocol to the letter every minute
of every day. If we don’t have enough $
to run the city, we certainly do not have
the finances to get involved in litigation.

| have heard good things about our new
interim police chief, and | hope that the
city welcomes him and allows him to do
his job. And, Ms. Garrabrant-Sierra, an
explanation (apology?) is in order....

Our community does not deserve the
lack of clarity that has evolved in this
situation. Thank you.

Victor Hanson, Willits

Thank you
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Willits Wild Bunch | would
like to say thank you to all who supported
us in this year’s modified Willits Toy Run.
Even though our run was vastly different
from previous years, we had what we
considered an excellent turn out from the
biker community: Wino’s Crew MC, Too
Much Fun Club MC, Old Coots on Scoots
MC, Mendocino County Harley Owners
Group, and all the independent bikers
who came out to support our cause, over
130in all.

We also had great support from our
local business community and local
individuals in the way of donations to help
us meet our goals in support of the Willits
Children’s Christmas Program: Family
Tree Service (who joined the Willits Toy
Run this year as an official sponsor!),
Bruce Burton, Coast Hardware, Auto
Mart, Mendo Mill, Brown’s Corner,
April-May Expresso, Loose Caboose,
Myers Apothecary of Ukiah, and all the
individuals who so generously donated
to our GoFundMe page.

We would also like to thank Willits Weekly
and the Willits News for the support with
pre-run and post-run articles and photos.
Again, thank you all so much in assisting
us to make this year’s Willits Children’s
Christmas Program a success.

Richard “Pops” Venturi, Willits
Wild Bunch, Inc.

Soroptimist speaker

series
To the Editor:

Soroptimist International of Willits invites
the public to join us next Tuesday,
December 15 at noon for our continuing
Zoom Third Tuesday Speaker Series.

Our speaker will be Erika Enslin, fire
captain, Sacramento
Department.

Fire
The Rules: LET TERS Please contact us at

once every four weeks.

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of
voices, Willits Weekly limits lefter publication from any one writer to

Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits,
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

siwillits@soroptimist.
net for the Zoom link
for this meeting.

Please join us as we
hear this women who
faces the challenges
of being a woman in a
typically man’s career.
Thank you,

Vicki Ham, SIW,

Willits

W

Rotary Club of Willits forms student debt
assistance program

By Jenny Senter, for Rotary Club of Willits

Rotary Club of Willits member Joe Bratt
brought to the club his concern about the
higher cost of education which has led
to graduates leaving college with huge
student loans. Added to this problem is
the economic crisis brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic, lost jobs, and added
medical costs, which will impact families for
years to come.

The club mirrored his concern and led to
the formation of a committee to research
the problems that college graduates face
when moving to Willits. The economic
crisis, the high cost of housing, and less
competitive wages are perceived to be the
most pressing problems.

The Rotary Club of Willits Student
Debt Assistance Program was formed in
August 2020. On the committee are Willits
Rotarians Joe Bratt, Jenny Senter, Holly
Madrigal, Gerry Gonzales, and Allisha
Rigano.

The committee developed an application
and the criteria for choosing a Willits area
college and/or career technical school
graduate. The goal of SDAP is to encourage

local college or career tech graduates, who
are active in the community, to stay in the
Willits area.

Applications will be available December
10, 2020 and the deadline for the completed
applications is February 12, 2021. For
applications, please send an email to
willitssdap@gmail.com.

Preliminary funding for 2021 was donated
by an anonymous donor for the 2021
program, but our club welcomes donations
to this fund so we can serve more Willits
area residents in need of student loan
assistance.

You can send checks, with a notation that
they go to the “Willits SDAP account,” to
Rotary Club of Willits, P.O. Box 787, Willits
CA 95490. Rotary Club of Willits is an IRS
501(c) (3) charitable foundation.

Please check out the new Internal
Revenue Service special coronavirus tax
provision for the 2020 tax year, that will
allow more people to easily deduct up to
$300 in donations to qualifying charities.
This provision expires at the end of 2020.

Help give a Willits kid
a wonderful Christmas

Organizers of the Willits Rotary Club’s
Children’s Christmas Program would like to
remind the public that the deadline to return
tags and presents back to the donation bins
is Tuesday, December 15.

“This will give our Elves a chance to fill
in any tags that were not chosen, and get
everything wrapped and ready to go to the
families.”

Those still interested in choosing a
tag listing a child’s Christmas wishes
can find Christmas trees with tags up at
J.D. Redhouse, Les Schwab, Sparetime
Supply's Holiday Store, and the Willits
Unified School District Office.

“Thank you to everyone who is helping
make this year a success.” For more
information about the program, contact
354-1991 or 272-5935.

Those who'd like to make a financial
donation can do so online via the fundraising
page set up by the Willits Wild Bunch,
which runs the Willits Toy Run every year
to collect toys for the Christmas Program.
Visit  https://www.gofundme.com/flwillits-
toy-run-and-christmas-program?

The Wild Bunch has raised more than
$4,000 of its $5,000 goal for this Christmas
already.

Spring enrollment underway
at Mendocino College

Submitted by Mendocino College

Mendocino College is pleased to announce that students can begin registering for
the spring semester. The upcoming spring term, which begins January 19, will look very
similar to fall 2020 at Mendocino College. While the schedule will be primarily online,
there will be some hybrid classes offered (a mix of online and face-to-face).

Many online classes will include a regular Zoom session led by the instructor at a
specific time as noted in the schedule. The schedule can be found by visiting https://www.
mendocino.edu/schedule and a printed version will be mailed to homes in the district by

early January.

“For the fall term, we migrated the majority of our classes to a virtual environment to
address the restrictions presented by COVID-19 with the goal of continuing to meet the
educational needs of our students,” said Vice President of Academic Affairs Debra Polak.
“For the upcoming spring, our faculty and staff once again came together to create a
robust class schedule. We've focused on both the quality of instruction and the safety of

our students, faculty, and staff.”

The college continues to offer virtual assistance for students and has recently offered
some on-ground services, such as Admissions and Financial Aid assistance, to help
students prepare for the spring semester. Chromebooks also continue to be available;
students in need may request one through their instructor.

“| am proud of our students, faculty and staff for their hard work and dedication as we
have transitioned to various modes of instruction in order to offer our students the best
and safest options for their education,” said Mendocino College President/Superintendent
Tim Karas. “We know that an online learning environment is not ideal for all students and
we will work to eliminate hurdles as best we can.”

In addition to registering for classes, students can prepare for the spring semester by
applying for financial assistance, such as the Mendocino College Promise. Through the
Mendocino College Promise, first-time, first-year students can receive up to two years free

tuition, regardless of their financial situation.
For more information about eligibility, please Read the rest of

visit www.mendocino.edu/promise.

College[ Over on Page 4
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Baldo, also went around the track.

On Saturday, December 5 from 5 to 8 pm,
Santa Claus took a detour from his usual
appointed rounds of checking whether

) the kids were being

Iy?thi“f Caine  naughty or nice.

meaathlgzs@wgligweekly.com Mr. Claus hopped a

ride on the Port of

Olympia No. 2 train at the Roots of Motive

Power yard, aka the Santa Express, riding

in a continuous orbit around the tracks in

order to delight and greet the children who
brought their families to the event.

As he passed the kids on each loop,
Santa waved and roared a mighty “Ho ho
ho” and a joyful “Merry Christmas.” He
needed all of his vocal power to be heard
over the hissing of the steam and the
powerful tooting of the train whistle, but all
the attendees knew what he was saying.

In the spirit of the season, Santa invited
Willits Weekly to join him on a lap around
the Roots facility, as well as granting an
exclusive interview. “The reindeer are
grazing right over here in the wetlands.
They like to eat ticks. We're helping the
environment,” Santa explained. “The elves
get Saturdays off. We're an employee-
owned company up there in the North
Pole. We don’t need a union. They own the
company. We're way ahead of the curve.”

When asked where was Mrs. Claus (does
she have a first name?), Santa responded,

o Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties E
’ Resideniia..l‘ _
& Commercial

' \
B Ag‘_\)g

Ca. Lic # 927007

I.I_l.h--:lf"' .

ﬂl

W.C. & G.L. insured

Above: As it got darker, more families showed up to see Santa at the Roots of
Motive Power's Santa Express. At right: Santa was happy that he was able to
see the kids, if only in passing. At far right: The speeder, piloted by Roots’ Chris

anla EX |

Roots 2020 Christmas train event was
different than usual — but still delightful

£y

“Mrs. Claus is at home, baking. That's the
only way | can keep this physique up,” he
said, holding his ample belly.

“‘She’s a good cook but not as good as
the ladies in Willits. | look forward to those
cookies every year. Ho ho ho, | tell you
what. They don't let me get back on the
sleigh without a big plate of those cookies.
| like those ones where they stick their
thumb in it and put in a Hershey’s Kiss.” So
please remember to put out your cookies
for Santa, the ones with the kisses. Santa
works hard all year.

Lest you think that Santa only works
one day a year, consider that he has to
produce all those toys, keep the elves
in line, constantly check lists, and most
importantly, log in frequent flyer miles
making sure the kids are behaving.

‘I log about 2.5 trillion miles each year,”
Santa said. ‘| gotta go out and check on the

Above, left: The Port of
Olympia engine lets off
some steam. Above:
The speeder had a
variety of colorful
holiday packages.

At left: The Santa
Express lets off some
smoke in the distance.

Below, left: Heisler
the dog, named after
one of Roots' engines,
waits patiently on the
speeder. Below, right:
The beautiful red fir
Christmas tree at the
Roots grounds.

Photos by Mathew Caine

kids every year. It's not just one night a year
I'm out there. | don’t have spies working for
me. | do it all myself. I'm old school. | have
to see for myself. | only work nine to five, so
| see how they are at school and how they
treat their parents, then | clock out.”

Santa Claus would like to acknowledge

¥ & Wreaths -
are available

Read the rest of

Express[ Over on Page 6

Come visit our
Holiday Store
featuring
Local Craftsmen
& Artists

9am - 6pm Mon. - Sat.
10am - 4pm Sunday

¥ Office: (707) 462-4514 | Mobile: (707) 367-3786 MondayE¥Saturday;
Online: www.hasroofing.com Email: basroofing@live.com > ‘- ,. sam = 6pm

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

Christmas Trees,ﬁ

Accepting Donations, Unwrapped Toys, Winter Clothes for the Rotary Club of Willits

—GARDEN CENTER—

208 E. San Francisco Ave. (707) 459-6791

WEWIIISBE/GLOSED
Thursday;|December, YT
ati2pmiforthelHolidays

Open Monday.at{Sam®™

Januarya512021°"

—~a

W

Suncley, Dec18®
0amETa pm

YOKUM'S BODY SHOP IS NOW

L i

CARSTAR YOKUM'S BODY SHOP
1619 S MAIN STREET 550 TALMAGE RD
WILLITS, CA 95490 UK CA 95482

CARSTAR

Auto Body Repair Experts

CARSTAR.com

WE'RE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT

CARSTAR YOKUM'S BODY SHOP!
SAME GREAT PEOPLE WITH A FRESH NEW LOOK,
B STILL FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1982. g

CARSTAR UKIAH - YOKUM'S BODY SHOP

Imazination Station

EUCAVIONAL

Pplo
TOYS & LEARNING )

RESOURCES e
We also have a wide selection

of fun ways to help teach

the basics of

ABCs, 123s,

e shapes and colors,
problem solving and more!

BiGuigs

Toys

t{ﬂe

262 East Commercial Street « Willits
(707) 459-8697

. Monday-Saturday, 9:30 a.m-6 pm.
Sundays 12-4 p.m. .

FREE GIFT WRAPPING

Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606

nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com

nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com**

e NC Financial Group

EA # 00105934 * CA DRE # 01854336 * CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496

Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS
Insurance Agency], member FINRA/SIPC, Cetera is under separate ownership from
any other named entity. *These services are not offered through Cetera Financial
Specialists LLC **Investment email
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Willits Weekly’s

Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW TO
SUDOKU

Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric  clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

H H X C R E D I T C A R D A W X B S Vv o
G E Y S M I NPMTCS S M OH P NIULCN
O NA I X OTN NG REA AMTIUW DUBA AU QTR
T L I T C E 0 E H I L E Q S Y W K E G U
E O U H G O E R R L R HUPIRMTGCSIDIDT
M Q L DT E M E Y CA AR EE OUL V K S E
W X U I P 0 C P H G I R M TO S TG X R
E B R F G 0O L AAACNIBS O ONA AWPEN
B L S W R NNTUCEW RETITOQTEDBETI L O
Q T S 6 0o bI I PR I P TMU RMWAETI
X N P I I V T K S UA S E T I EGUTCT
K U A S A A Q HR CR S O EINWUT CTC
Q 0 E R G UTI E KA ATICNN NI FOERA
L C DN X P X A E TP CHUP S UWE 0 S
E S D G W C G I R O E P P A P Y TP NN
A I C B H E N E O G A I B O S A D B I A
T DV A S MV CT S HULNOTIEUPOTCR
Y K N UR DULAS S K S L L CASUHST
vV 6 M 0 AT GN I S W O IR BI M S L W S
E E E Y O L P M E M UINIKUF X H B K S
ADVERTISEMENT COUPONS GROCERIES RETAIL
AISLE CREDIT CARD MALL RETURN
BAGS DEALS MEMBERSHIP SALE
BROWSING DISCOUNT MERCHANDISE SHIPPING
BUDGET ELECTRONICS PACKAGES STOCK
CART EMPLOYEE PARKING
CASH EXCHANGE PRICE STORE
CLOTHING EXPERIENCE PURCHASES TOOLS
COMPARISON FITTING QUEUE TRANSACTION

1 2 3 4

8

13

16

9 10 |11 12

15

19

18

41 42
45 46
49 |50 51 52
54 55 56
60 61
63 64
66 67 68
48. Institute legal 14. Mollusk

CLUES ACROSS

1. Skateboarders love them

6. Popular sports
podcast (abbr.)

9. Former Ohio State
great Michael

13. Not dirty

14. Earth goddess
(Greek myth.)

15. A Spanish river

16. Pig meat (French)
17. Famed astronomer
18. Floating ice

19. Broadcast

21. Aquatic mammals
22. Some are bath

23. Hip hop trio

24. NY Giants' #56

25. Small European viper
28. Neither

29. Multiple Tony-winner
Rivera

31. Loud noise

33. Second year high
schooler

36. __in comparison'
38. Golf score

39. Raise

41. Pastas

44, Easily manageable
45, Fathered

proceedings against
49. News organization
51. Unruly group of people
52. Fasten or secure
54. Sheets of glass
56. Doubled
60. Foolish person
61. Rooney and Kate are two
62. Small, rich sponge cake
63. Advice or counsel
64. Large wading bird
65. Famed British physicist
66. Narrow ridges (Swedish)
67. Field force unit
68. Lying face downward

CLUES DOWN

1. Proof of purchase (abbr.)
2. Soap ingredient

3. Blackbird

4. Single steps

5.Tin

6. Books have lots of them

7. Made of fermented
honey and water

8. You can getitin a bed
9. Room for communal meals
10. Early Syrian kingdom
11. Provokes dry amusement

17. Grain storage units
20. Not a car, not a truck
21. Ooze

23. N. Vietnamese
ethnic group

25. Tennis pros group

26. Something that's not what
it's purported to be

27. E. Indian trees

29. Beloved December
holiday

30. Regions

32. Metric unit of length
34. Peter's last name
35. Beige

37. 18-year period
in astronomy

40. Where golfers begin
42. Basketball stat (abbr.)
43. Frocks

47. Soda comes in it

49. On approval

50. Trims by cutting

52. Small finch

53. Language Bura-__
55. Nothing

56. Imbecile (British)

57. Tropical Asian plant
58. Abba __, Israeli politician
59. Small freshwater fish
61. Indicates position

The rest of
Enforcement

From Page 1

concludes, “Whereas, it
is necessary to prioritize
our limited  resources
in a manner that most
efficiently and effectively
achieves compliance with
Public Health Orders and
COVID-19 safety protocols
while assuring the delivery
of critical services to the
residents of Mendocino
County....”

It then declares that the
supervisors support the state
and local health orders that
are in effect, and encourages
all residents and businesses
to comply with those orders.

The resolution “Directs
that the highest priority of
enforcement for the Special
Investigations  Unit, Public
Health, Planning & Building
Services and other county
staff shall be to assure that
all complaints of private
gatherings, particularly large
parties, are investigated and
if a complaint is confirmed
that all necessary measures

be taken to achieve
compliance.”

The resolution
“encourages the sheriff’'s

office to continue to work
collaboratively ~ with  the
Special Investigations Unit,
Public Health, Planning and
Building Services and other
county staff to assure that
large private gatherings,

particularly  parties, are
not allowed to continue
operating.”

It states that the second
highest priority of law
enforcement shall be to

assure compliance  with
protocols  for  masking,
distancing, hygiene and
improved air circulation,

“particularly for businesses
and other entities that
interact directly with the
public.”

The resolution states
that “all complaints of
noncompliance shall

be investigated and a
determination made if the
COVID-19 protocols are
being complied with.”

The resolution concludes,
“Other than  preventing
gatherings and assuring
compliance with masking
and social distancing, in
order to assure continuity
of critical county services,
Special Investigations Unit,
Public  Health, Planning
& Building Services and
other county staff shall not
treat enforcement of the
Public Health order as a
per se higher priority than
normally assigned duties,
but shall instead allocate
resources in such a way
that ensures completion of
all critical duties unrelated to
COvID-19.”

Both Sheriff Matt Kendall
and Planning and Building
Code Enforcement Division
Supervisor John Burke ex-
pressed qualified support for
the resolution. Both said that
they supported it in principle,
but both said they did not
have the staffing to meet the
demand for the enforcement
that was being required of
them.

“Where are we going to
get the personnel to work on
this?” Kendall asked.

The supervisors did not
answer Kendall's question.

Second District Super-
visor John McCowen, who
together with Fifth District
Supervisor Ted Williams au-
thored the resolution, tried to
put the provisions of the res-
olution into perspective.

“There will be no expecta-
tion that county staff will be
out cruising the neighbor-
hoods, knocking on doors to
see who is having a Christ-
mas dinner with their rela-
tives,” McCowen said. “But
if we get a complaint that
there is party and they have
a band playing and there are
50 cars parked on the street,
then | would hope that coun-

Samson Musselini Joaquin, 23.

Joseph Joshua Hoaglen, 37.

Joaquina Patrice Joaquin, 24

Janet Faye Azbill, 34.

The rest of
Murders

David Lee Joaquin Jr., 26.

Britton Leonard Azbill Sr., 61.

I From Page 1

suspected individuals for their connection/involvement in
the deaths of Kyle James McCartney and Traci Lynn Bland.

The charging was based upon investigations and
subsequent reports submitted by Sheriff's Office detectives.

The charging consisted of the following individuals:

Joseph Joshua Hoaglen, 37, was booked on charges
of kidnapping, torture, murder/carjack, murder/kidnap,
murder, mandatory supervision violations, conspiracy, and
assault. Samson Musselini Joaquin, 23, was charged with
murder/carjack, murder/kidnap, torture, murder, conspiracy,
kidnapping, possession and transportation of controlled
substance, and probation violations.

Janet Faye Azbill, 34, was booked on charges of torture,
murder/carjack, murder/kidnap, DUI, murder, conspiracy,

kidnapping, and assault.

Britton Leonard Azbill Sr, 61, was charged with
kidnapping, torture, murder/carjack, murder/kidnap, murder,

and conspiracy.

David Lee Joaquin Jr., 26, was booked on charges of
kidnapping, torture, murder, parole violations, possession
of drug paraphernalia, and being under the influence of a

controlled substance.

Joaquina Patrice Joaquin, 24, was arrested in Richmond,
California, on December 5, and booked on charges of parole
violation, kidnapping, conspiracy and murder.

This report was based on several press releases from the
Mendocino County Sheriff's Office.

The rest of
Town hall

also be participating.

How to attend:

To join via Zoom,
click the link: https:/
mendocinocounty.zoom.
us/j/89835755017

To join via phone, dial; +1
669 900 9128 and enter the
webinar ID; 898 3575 5017

The webinar will also
be streaming live on the
County’s YouTube channel
(https:/lwww.youtube.com/
mendocinocountyvideo) and
the County’s Facebook page

The rest of

College

I From Page 1

(https:/lwww.facebook.com/
mendocinocounty/).

How to submit
your questions and
comments:

There will be a live Q&A
feature on the webinar
where you can submit your
question live during the
event.

For more information,
please contact Mendocino
County  Planning  and
Building Services Cannabis
Program at 707-234-6680.

I From Page 2

Students who wish to see their eligibility for federal
grants and loans, including the Mendocino College
Promise, should complete the FAFSA at studentaid.gov.
More information about financial aid can be found at www.

mendocino.edu/financial-aid.

For students receiving face-to-face instruction in
the spring, attendance will comply with the college’s
COVID-19 protocols for social distancing, face coverings,
and additional sanitation measures.

“The well-being of our students and employees
continues to be our top priority at this time,” Karas said.
“We want our students to receive the best education and
training in the safest environment possible, and | am proud
of everyone for helping us maintain a safe campus over
the past months. | commend all the students, faculty, and
staff for practicing our safety protocols, and | encourage
everyone to continue with these safety practices so that we

46. Pouch 12. Use with 'thou’ 65. Data processing ty staff would investigate.” can have a great spring semester."
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Furry Friends
Hoping for a Home

Young Faunzye

- 1 Thisiis our boy Faunzye.

He came to us at the
" Humane Society for Inland
Mendocino County as a stray
kitten in November of last
year and has lived his whole
life with us. He is about a year
old and very shy butincredibly
nice and friendly once you get
to know him.

TUESDAY, D
THURSDAY,

Consider  fostering  or
adopting this lovely boy and
~# give him some happy days.
- Email catfosterteam@hsimc.

org for more info. Visit https:/
' mendohumanesociety.com/
to learn more about HSIMC.

Togo loves toys

Togo is a happy-go-lucky kinda dog =
upbeat and delighted to meet everyone,
especially if going for a walk is tops on the
agenda. Togo enjoys playing with toys and
is especially fond of squeaky stuffies.

During his evaluation, Togo reminded
us of a big puppy. This good-looking and
good-natured guy will benefit from basic
canine training in his new home; also daily
exercise. Togo is a year old and 60 very
handsome pounds.

To see the Mendocino County Animal
Shelter’s canine and feline guests, and
for information about services, programs, -
events, and updates about COVID-19 and
theinland shelter, located at 298 PlantRoad
in Ukiah, visit: www.mendoanimalshelter.
com, For information about adoptions
please call 707-467-6453.

available o r
Staff fneeded.

Gift certificates make the perfect present!

mepho-tog-ra-phress

[fuh-tog-ruh-friss]

Photography hy Maureen Moore 707-972-1041

~®
NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED{} '

Please leave pets in your vehide and go lo the west side
of the Shelter facility upon arrival. Staff will be set up -
al the Clinic enfrance fo assist you and give you forms -
1o fill out. Additional vaccinations and micrachips ore &
ular cost. Please speak with Clinic

MENDOANIMAL

MENDOCINO COUNTY ANIMAL CARE SERVICES WILL BE HOLDING

AT COST = FOR DOGS & CATS

RABIE=S CLINCS
2UIKIAG-E
SSHELLTER
RABIES VACCINATION $6

MONDAY, DEC. 14 = 10-3

EC. 15m10-3
DEC. 17 m ]0-3

ber

OBITUARY |

Carl
Mitchell,
Jr.

Carl “Butch” Lee Mitchell, Jr. of
Laytonville passed away November ¢
23, 2020. He was born July 04, 1941 in
Bethany, Missouri to Carl Lee Mitchell and Wilma Marie “Miller” Mitchell. Butch was the
“Number One Pumper,” working on the oil rig. He enjoyed the Linxmen Car Club in high
school; later coached baseball and football. He was a member of the Free Masons.

Butch was a man of honor and integrity, his “Yes” as definite as his “No.” If he liked you,
he liked you, and if he didn’t, you knew it. He was a good friend that gave good counsel;
and he had a contagious laugh, always willing to share a good story that swept you back
into yesteryear.

He was preceded in death by his parents and his brother, Bobby. He is survived by his
son, Kenneth Mitchell, and daughter, Traci Ann Mitchell.

Butch will be greatly missed by all those who loved him. His journey in life has ended
as he has moved into eternity with Christ our Lord. “Until we meet again, my dear friend,
love Debbie.”

Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.

101 Trailer
& RV Supply

101 Trailer will be continuing to serve the
community and surrounding area with
new owners, the Drew Family.

IR - -

New trailer inventory and new products coming soon. We will be
continuing to stock everyone’s needs for your trailer or RV.

(877) 444-4101 Toll Free
1471 S. Main St. « Willits, CA 95490 e+ (707) 459-2423 « Fax (707) 459-1368

NOW THROUGH CHRISTMAS EVE

Don’t miss our weekend sale
starting Friday, December 11th!

12 Days of Christmas December 13™.-24™

Toys ¢ Gifts « Housewares ¢ Clothing ¢ Footwear * Accessories
Pet Supply * Pet Food * Hay & Grain ¢ Wildlife :

N Ol
.=

—

Holiday Hours:

Monday - 9am to 7pm
Tuesday - 9am to 7pm
Wednesday - 9am to 7pm
Thursday - 9am to 7pm
Friday - 9am to 7pm
Saturday - 10am to 7pm
Sunday - 10am to 7pm

Senior Shopping
Saturdays
December 12th & 19th

9am to 10am
May bring companion.

Orders can be placed by phone and picked up in our drive thru barn.
A face mask or face shield is required to shop inside the store.

212 S. Main St. * Willits, CA ¢ 707-459-1214

f

d Now more than ever...

Don't delay your child’s vaccines.

CALL FOR A WELL CHILD APPOINTMENT

(707) 456-9600
45 Hazel St., Willits

SE HABLA ESPANOL.

WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, MEDICARE,
PARTNERSHIP AND OTHER INSURANCE.

CHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER

LITTLE LAKE
HEALTH CENTER
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SPIRITUAL
PATHWAYS

Agape
Bible Church
290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Where love is first
and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:

9:15 a.m. - Bible Class,
adult & children
11:00 a.m. - Worship
Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church
803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
707-303-5456
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Burton Jernigan
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

The Church of
Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490
ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

eSound of Soul events
eMembership Discourses
eSpiritual Discussions
*ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 707-456-9934
www.eckankar.org

Grace Community

Church
Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Modified Worship Service
10 a.m.
Other ministries suspended
for now.
For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Confessions by appointment:
459-2252
Sunday Mass outside:
8:00 a.m. English

9:00 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis

Episcopal Church
1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177
Church Services/ Communion
by Zoom at noon.
Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School
following the service.
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day

Adventist Church
399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714
Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
4th Sabbath of every month
family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration

Sundays - 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 10:45 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell

(707) 972-2475

april@uillitsweekly.com

The rest of

Shopping

This year’s store opened on December
7 and will remain open until December 12.

I From Page 1

They're open from 9 am to 4 pm each day,

and ask that shoppers wear masks, practice social distancing, and buy holiday goodies!

“Everyone was excited and looking forward to the opening of our Christmas Store,”
said center Executive Director Richard Baker. “People were in the parking lot at 8 am
waiting for the doors to open at 9 am so they could get first choice of a wide variety of
Christmas decorations. | helped many people carry items to their cars because they
couldn’t carry everything they bought by themselves. Our opening day total sales were

$5,278!"

Baker noted how many shoppers all enjoy supporting the senior center by buying
holiday decorations at the store each year and then donating them back to the center,

and buying new decorations the next year.

“Some shoppers were already asking when the new decorations were going to be
restocked so they could come back and shop again,” laughed Baker. “My advice: Get

here early you don’t miss out!”

The Christmas Store is manned by volunteers, and Baker said that without them it

would not be possible.

“Thank you Goldie Hilke, Earlene Gleisner, Geri
Hartman, Diana Mann, Joyce Stamps, Norman Middleton,
Charlie Herrera, Gary Martin, Martha Morgan, Katie Barry,
Sandy Boyle, and a special shout out to our Board of ke
Directors President Sue Sawyers and Secretary Dorothy
Roediger, who spent countless hours accepting, storing §
and preparing for the opening of our Christmas Store,” said |
Baker. “Last but not least, thank you to our shoppers, who,
year after year turn out to support the senior center. We =%

appreciate each and every one of you!”

In addition to the store, the center is also holding a
See’s Candy fundraising sale. One-pound boxes of Nuts &
Chews, and assorted milk, dark, and soft-center chocolates
are available for sale as well as 1.5-pound boxes of peanut
brittle. All the candy is Christmas wrapped, and helps to
support senior center programs and services. Call 459-
6826 to order and arrange for drive-through pick-up, or pick

up a box while shopping at the Christmas Store.

At left: Christmas cups are perfect for festive drinks. Above: Snoopy and
other stuffed animals are ready to come home with shoppers. Below: This
curled wood wreath shows a natural side of Christmas decorating.

PLyar

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES,

GARMA

707-459-5859

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

N

Lic# 679517

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

Harrah Senior Center

s Stisire

43 1501 Baechtel Road
.+ December 7-12
9 am. to 4 pm.

Volunteers Needed (459-6826)
Masks Required

SEE’S CANDY
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

Nut N Chews, Soft Centers,
Milk, Dark and Assorted
11b. boxes.

DRIVE THRU PICK UP

CALL
459-6826

-~
|
|
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The rest of
Express

and thank the members of Roots of Motive Power
for their hard work in preparing and running the
Santa Express train in a colorful and safe manner
for the kids of Willits to enjoy.

I From Page 3

The three hours of the Santa Express required
over a week of work by the mechanics and steam
enthusiasts of Roots. Alexis England, volunteer
and Roots board member, was “super excited
that we got to do something to spread some
Christmas cheer because with everything getting
cancelled, the pending lockdown, it makes me sad
for kids. It was really neat to be able to come up
with something that was COVID safe, that the kids
could still find some light and some Christmas joy.
We spent all week getting the locomotive together.
The last two days alone, we were just doing the
caboose, stringing the lights.”

PR WILLITS

POWER & HARDWARE
HONDA - HUSQVARNA - + MQ - CARHARTT
Lawn & Garden Equipment = Generators
Sales, Parts & Service = Pick-up & Delivery

1600 S. Main St. Sales/Parts: 707 459-6420
Willits, CA 95490 Service: 707 459-0596
willitspower@gmail.com Fax: 707 459-6369

Above, from Ieft: lleya Stewart is
liquidating her selection of hand-
painted dishes. Annie Waters sells her
home-grown olives, jewelry, calendula
scrub, and many other goods. Rachel,
Kristin and Sarah of Shewolf Coffee
smile through their masks.

At right: The sign for the Mendocino
Herb Guild Holiday Market is tough to
miss. At far right: There was much to
see and buy at the Herb Guild Holiday
Market.

Below: Niko Ramsdell and Evita
Sikelianos of Wilder Ferments take
time out from wholesaling their
kombucha products to sell at the fair.

At bottom: The socially distanced
booths allowed people to wander
amongst the colors, aromas and
discussions about the health benefits
of herbs.

~3l ; : 2
8¢ WILDER
#-FERNENTS;
TG

The annual
normally includes train rides as well as visits with
Santa in the train house, along with cookies and
raffles and lights and joy.

707.459.5/93

Joxm Fuﬂu\?ﬂﬂnnﬂ

RANCH RAISED NATURAL BEEF
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Photos by Mathew Caine

Roots Christmas celebration

This year, the people of Roots did all they could
to bring some Christmas cheer.

“We went up the Friday after Thanksgiving and
got the big red fir that you'll see on the army flat
car,” continued England. “The guys strung the
lights on the tree. | don’t think we've ever done a lit-
up train before. Normally, when we do our Holiday
Express, we do it during the day, so we don't light
the locomotive.”

Chris Baldo, one of the founding members of
Roots of Motive Power, along with his dog, Heisler

(named after one of the locomotives) ran the
diminutive speeder around the track. Also
brightly lit up and bearing gaily wrapped
packages, the speeder ran opposite to the
big Port of Olympia steam engine, which
pulled the Santa car, the flatbed with the
decorated tall red fir tree, and the caboose,
all of which were lit up with hundreds of lights
for the families driving though the parking lot
to see.

Some of the families, well-distanced, got
out of their vehicles and stood by the fence,
delighting the children, and causing them to
place their hands over their ears with the
loud train whistle.

In the time of the COVID-19 pandemic,
people and organizations in Willits are being
creative this Christmas season to make sure
that the children are able to have the joys
and memories that the season brings.

You can see a video of the lit-up 2020
Christmas train going around the tracks
at the Roots facility on East Commercial
Street  at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8NC5U7BiK60.
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Healthful Gifts

Mendocino Herb Guild Holiday Market was a one-stop shop
for healing remedies, salves, crafts and more

On Sunday, December 6, the Rexall parking lot in
downtown Willits was filled with local artisans, herbalists
and apothecaries selling elixirs, kombucha, tinctures,

] salves, and healing remedies.
IMatheW Caine  There were even tarot readers and
Features Writer b .
mathew@willitsweekly.com unnies.

Unable to have their annual and
popular Harvest Dinner this year due to the rigors of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Mendocino Herb Guild decided
to create an outdoor event where vendors, esoteric
practitioners of the herbal arts, craftspeople, and artists
could demonstrate and sell their wares in a safe and
distanced environment.

Twenty-one vendors, more if counting the friends who
shared booths, set up their mini-stores at the Mendocino
Herb Guild’s Holiday Market, offering healthy herbal-
based alternatives to Western medicinal practices.

Most of the herbal goods were suggested as healthy
gifts to loved ones in the Christmas season. It was an
array of mostly reasonably priced remedies, tinctures, and
preventative solutions designed to promote the immune
system.

Leslie King, a guild member and one of the organizers
of the event as well as a vendor, explained her vision of
the event: “This came out of an idea that all the festivals
and fairs just went kaput this year, so we wanted to do
something to see if we could support some of the local
herbalists — and we've included local crafters, some
ceramicists, and some jewelers and others.

“We were going to do it at the farmers market but it didn’t
work out,” she continued, “so we decided to do something
separate. We couldn’t do our harvest dinner or our big
huge wonderful gathering at the park like we did one year.”

Like many of the herbalists of the guild, King grows her
own plants. “I love experimenting,” she said. “Growing is
probably my favorite part of herbs right now. This year |
decided to go a little big on astralagus and ashwagandha.

‘| have a huge echinacea patch,” King explained.
“They'’re classified as adaptogens. Astralagus is more
of a Chinese herb which is used a lot in soups to help
tonify and strengthen your immune system. Some people
use ashwagandha for cognitive strengthening. They
have so many different properties especially when they
are adaptogens. They go where they are needed in your
body.”

King further explained the philosophy behind the use
of herbs. “There’s a lot of great medicinal strength in the
herbs. So much of our medicine has gone to the traditional
Western model, which is important as well. But there are
ways that you can take a bay leaf from your tree that's
right there, and it helps stimulate your immune system and
your digestion. You put it in your hot water. Or the same
with some thyme or oregano.

“There are ways that you can use them to strengthen
your system,” King said. “Given what's been going on now
with our climate and our world, | think that our immune
system is the most important thing to be working on.”

oL .
Anna==> -4 | |
Henning :
paints
deeply
- -spiritual

Annie Waters of Garden Alchemy brought many
homemade and homegrown items such as a calendula
scrub, tinctures, medicinals and olives. “I also have
essential oil perfumes from magical ancient formulas,
frankincense and myrrh which date back to ancient Egypt.
‘Essential’ means there is nothing mixed in. It is directly
distilled from the plant. There are no carrier oils, like olive
oil or jojoba oil or palm oil which makes it cheaper to buy.”

Claudia Wenning of Quantum Level Health, another of
the market organizers, made sure the event was copacetic
with the Mendocino County Health Department, where
she received much useful assistance.

“We were in really close contact with the city and |
must say the ladies at the county health department were
very helpful. They sent a letter of support so we have
something in writing. We got the green light. Everything is
permitted. We are making sure that everyone is observing
physical distancing as much as possible. Even though we
are outside, masks are mandatory,” Wenning said. “We
have sanitation stations set up. We are asking people to
sign in for tracing.”

Stephanie Corey of Blooming Moonlight Apothecary
shared a booth with two friends, Anna Henning, a painter of
powerful feminine images, and Karly Ketron of Wise Wytch
Apothecary. Along with their associate Gnat Chambers,
they all attended the California School of Herbal Studies
together for two years in Forestville. Ketron, from Potter
Valley, has also written, designed, photographed and
published a beautifully done book, “The Wise Wytch,”
which she offered for sale.

Selena Rowan of Nine Sisters Botanicals and an Herb
Guild member, expressed her love of herbal medicine:
“Herbs make me feel like I'm a part of the circle of all
beings that nourish each other and feed upon each other,
die for each other,” she said.

“It makes me feel,” she
added, “like an animal more
than just like a person. That
gives me a very settled
feeling in my heart. It's
contentment.”

Rangi  Mayshark  of g
Trillium  Herb Co., a
storefront  business in
Ukiah, opined as to the
benefits of herbs. “What
herbs have to offer as
opposed to traditional
Western allopathic medicine
is mostly preventative,” she
said. “They can strengthen
your immune system and
digestive health. | think a lot
of new people are turning
to herbs like elderberries
which are antiviral. It is a
step they can take rather
than just staying at home.”

DINNERS TO GO FROM
EL MEXICANO

Get a meal for the whole family and enjoy at home!

ENCHILADAS

(with house meat)

ONE DOZEN - $27

STREET TACOS

ONE DOZEN - $24

“East Hill**

Veterinary Clinic

e il
East Hill
Veterinary S
Clinic ha.s a Call today
full service ,_3 to set up an
) e : |
grooming appointment!

707-459-5236

+++all pets must show proof

salon!

of c

Happy Holidays
and a safe
and healthy
New Year

261 FRANKLIN AVENUE ¢ WILLITS ¢ 707-459-2529

OPEN 7aM - 7pM » 365 DAYS A YEAR ® WWW.WILLITSMINISTORAGE.COM

is accepting cash donations now through 7 pm on 12/20/20 for

http://sundialedukiah.com
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Above: The Calvary Chapel on Wood Street. Above, right: Jenelle Connelly, craftsperson and i L = ﬁonversatlon. ESp?CIa(Ijly youn? peopr)]le, |the diglrt]al natlvei, FBN statement filed with the Contact us for gafgv?/;t;/a?r? ' Wﬁlt?sS ° C:I)I
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organizer of the craft fair, sells her creations. Below, left: Young Miss Furguson offers her painted g P g Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder Tony (707) 510-5895.

rocks. Below, right: Jenelle Connelly's tree ornaments are sure to be a hit among kids.

Holiday Shopping

Handmade goods abound
at Calvary Chapel Christmas Craft Fair

Small, but colorful, the Calvary Chapel Christmas Craft Fair, provided a creative outlet
for some of the congregants on Saturday, December 5, from 10 am to 2 pm. Organizer
Jenelle Connelly was not sure until the last moment whether the
current COVID-19 restrictions would allow for this socially distanced
fair to happen.

lMathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com
Happily they were able to create the event safely and allow the
public in to do some Christmas gift shopping of some of the wares crafted by the Calvary
Chapel people. There were booths festooned with brightly colored and whimsical knit
goods, creative jewelry and coasters, Christmas tree ornaments, and homemade cookies

from some of the youth.

Calvary Chapel is a non-denominational edifice headed by Senior Pastor Jim Semisch.
The facility on Wood Street, in addition to the chapel, has a Kids Ministry building as well
as a Teen Center. The original chapel was built around 1903 and was the meeting place

Below: Masked shoppers enjoy the variety of knit and metallic goods.
At right: Jasmine, Sharlyn and Grandma sell their seasonal knit goods.

At right, below: A variety of vendors are set up with plenty of room for social distancing at the
Calvary Chapel Christmas Craft Fair.

Photos by Mathew Caine

7am - 10pm

459-4854
1799 So. Main St.

Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

for the First Baptist Church which merged with the Calvary Chapel four years ago.

COBURN'’S
78 S Jp) CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.
' -~ CALIC #392108
Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image
CANTUA Randy J Coburn * Custom Homes
: « New Constructi
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Oy I S R . P.O. Box 616 + Remodeling
\ 16 W. Valley Street + Willits, CA 95490 Willits, CA 95490 - Cabinetry
Randy Cantua pys; (707) 459-3276 - Fax: (707) 459-3298 707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984  * Kitchens and Baths
www.NorCalQuote.com - rcantua@farmersagent.com coburn_randy@yahqo.com/ E::ﬁpé'f;fvmg
Auto - Home - Life - Health - Business coburnsconst@gmail.com + Design
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dating and other communication.

Due to COVID, more of us sit in front of a screen for
work than in the past, and all kids are using it for school.
Now many of us also socialize and connect with family in
front of a screen and probably shop more online.

| am concerned that elementary aged children sit in
front of screens to learn. | understand this is a necessary
response to the pandemic. But kids don’t have to use cell
phones and pads for recreation! Not only is it unnecessary,
but it can cause communication impairments and access
to internet content that is not age appropriate.

Since its advent, TV has been used as a babysitter, and
that trend has only grown with the variety and portability of
screens, as well as decreased parental availability due to
adult screen addictions. | shudder to imagine how this is
affecting children’s developing brains and social-emotional
development!

I could go on with my concerns about screen usage, from
the deaths caused by texting when driving, to the hours of
sleep lost due to overstimulation by blue light emissions
late into the night. Then there is the public health problem
of obesity partially due to our choosing more screen time
over physical activity.

A challenge

But | don’t wish to harangue you. What I'd like to do is
propose a challenge to anyone who would like to join me.

First, guess how much time you spend in front of your
screens each week. This includes cell phone, tablet,
desktop and TV.

Then track it. Sign in and out. See how much time you
spend in front of your screens. (I hear some apps are
available for cell phones to help you track your time.)

After you track your time spent in front of a screen for
a week, see if it matches your guess. Is it more time than
you thought? Less?

Do the same for your children or challenge the older
ones to do it for themselves. For those really curious about
how you manage your time, you can track how much time
you use a screen compared to other activities you enjoy.

My sense is that we've forgotten what to do with
ourselves, other than relate to screens, especially with the
challenge of social isolation that is required to combat the
spread of COVID.

If you're interested in remembering, you may have to
create a list of alternative activities you and your children
can engage in that don’t involve screens. Here are a few
alternatives.

Alternatives

Claudia Wenning, in her “Winter self-care” column in
this paper, recommends that we move our bodies every
day. Walking is a great antidote to sitting. So is yoga, tai
chi or chi gong, and they can be done inside or outside.
Wenning suggests walking and looking up at the sky. | also
enjoy looking down at the beautiful pattern of multi-colored

Willits
Weekly

We're online
and in print

more information
at willitsweekly@
gmail.com

on November 19, 2020.

/s/ Claudia Wenning
Publication dates:
11/25, 12/3, 12/10, and 12/17/2020

Current Job Openings:

Account Specialist Supervisor
Corrections Deputy
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Program Manager
Property Tax Technician
Supervising Public Health Nurse

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

Firewood For Sale

Firewood for sale. 1
true cord of 16 inch dry
firewood, $200 and up.
Will deliver. Call: 459-
2868.

Freezer Empty?
We can help!

Due to health concerns
in Mendocino County,
John Ford Ranch will be
taking meat box orders
(not individual pack-
age orders) for pick-up:
Rancher’'s Choice Box
- 50 pounds: steaks,
roasts, and ground beef.
Still $325 ($6.50 per
pound). Hamburger Box:
25 pound box of ham-
burger in 1 or 1.5 pound
packages: $150. Natu-
ral ranch-raised grass

leaves on the ground.

Walking is often more fun as a social activity. Young
children may help you to see more than you thought
was there. Notice birds and bird songs, the wind blowing
leaves to the ground and what’s growing in your neighbor’s
yard. You might see others and enjoy a socially distanced
conversation! And please, don't take your phone on a walk
if you can possibly stand it!

Everyone can dance. Just put on your favorite music you
enjoy, stand up, and move to it! Don't get hung up on how
you look, just go with what feels good to you.

I'd like to create a community dialogue about this issue.
What are your thoughts, concerns, observations and
discoveries related to screen usage?

If you have any comments or questions you'd like to
share with the community, you can email rgoldner@pacific.
net or call me and leave a message at 459-5673. I'd love
to have a conversation with you! (And I'll log in my time as
| answer you!)

| highly recommend parents check out Common Sense
Media, a non-profit organization that helps families
“promote safe technology and media for children.”

| hope as a community, in these most difficult times,
we can look at this issue with honesty and curiosity and
promote mental well-being for ourselves and our children.

Robin Goldner is a psychotherapist in Willits who has so
far resisted having a smart phone of her own.

Reminder!

Willits Weekly will be on our holiday break
soon! There will NOT be a paper published

on 12/24/2020, 12/31/2020 or 1/7/2021

fed beef, no hormones
or antibiotics. Call 459-
5193 to arrange pick-up.
Leave a message, and
we'll call back.

Help Wanted

Willits Chiropractic
Clinic looking for part-
time certified massage
therapist and  also
part-time  front desk.
Inquire at 1225 S Main
St, Willits. Please bring
resume.

See at “http:/iwww.
oaknvine.net/tp”

Stay Safe

Il be back to help you
with your Alterations
and Sewing Needs

when it is safe to do so.

Barbara the Seamstress

Willits Food Bank

Open
Willits Community Ser-
vices & Food Bank con-
tinues to distribute food,
following COVID-19
safety provisions, to
hungry families and in-
dividuals in the Willits
area, with an increase
in numbers served. The
front office at 229 E San
Francisco Ave is closed
to the public, but the
back door area is open
for food distribution on
Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 1 to 4:30 pm.
Info: 459-3333; financial
donations to WCS can
be mailed to 229 E. San
Francisco, Willits CA
95490.

Ads are just
S10 for
30 words
for 2 weeks!

WILLITS CENTER FOR THE

e

WCA Members
Small Works Show

In time for the
Unique, one of a kind

Holidays

memories made

Open Fri, Sat, Sun,11 am - 5 pm

ONLINE GALLERY
Visit our website willitscenterforthearts. org

71,E: Commercial St.
Willits, 95490

707-459-; 7&6 -

w
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1’@ working hard so I'll make this quick.
Things are 3 bit different during a pandemic

Santa’s Helpers are
..coming to Savings Bank

3 oo
December 14th - 24th
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Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant
An Affordable Non-Attorney Service

Divorce, Living Trusts,
Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

www.mendolegaldocs.com

459-2775
104 W. Mendocino, Willits

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

Tom Wake

Plumbing

Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties
Full Service Residential, Commercial
*Faucets & Tubs +Garbage Disposals 25 YEARS

*Toilets *Pipe Repairs
*Gas Lines *Fixture Replacement EXPERIENCE

For Fast Service Call c

707-391-4343 -

Chnistina McCluskey’s Paralegal Service

1 ey ot o aormey: 1 vzt give vou legal

Paralegal and Legal Document Assistant
Small Claims « Divorces»Child Custody -
Criminal History Record Expungements »
Certificate of Rehabilitation/Governar’s
Pardon - Restraining
Complaints » Wills & Trusts » and much more

(707) 467-7642
104 W, Mendocino Ave., Willits, CA

Email: cmecluskey paralesalia omail com

Orders = Evictions = Civil

ahvice o represent vou i cout,

Mendocino County Registration No. LDA-14, Expires 10°01/2021

but don‘t you worr
y I have 3 plan R|A|[M|P|S RIE|D|D
Z?d 5anta’s Helpers are lending a hand N /3\ ClL|E|[A]|N G E[B|R|O 1[3[2]8]5]|6]7[9]4
ease tell my helpers your holj O % \ R
and they will let me knowwhoa:fii/ e & U PIOIR|C S| A FIL|OJE 5 4 9 117 3 8 6 2
< 5. ‘ 1 TIE|L|E|V]|I |S S|E|A|L|S
] é s|lAalLlT Llc LT 6 8 7 2 4 9 3 5 1
2 oBs or oo ol 461 1]918[5]412]3
Drive-up Video Teller . . eElslrlalrelrlelciT| §8|9|3]6|2]4)1]|7]5
UKIAH - WILLITS - REDWOOD VALLEY - FORT BRAGG K ¢ ClA O I |S Y|A|R
0 A 2154131171689
M-TH: 8AM - 5PM, FRI: 8AM - 6PM & SAT: 9AM - 2PM L S I | R D S|A S|uU
Closing at 3pm on the 24th LITTLE LAKE (707) 456-9600 ‘ ! ALP M|O TIRIAIP 9 1 5 4 6 8 2 3 7
HEALTH CENTER 45 HAZEL ST., WILLITS AT\ Q plAlNIElS vl InlalTlElD
. SE HABLA ESPANOL.
SaUIngS Bank O rene 15 AN EQUAL WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, MEDICARE, ! {j PIRIAIT ALS BIAIBIA 41718]5|3[2]9]1]6
OF MENDOCINO COUNTY OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER. PARTNERSHIP AND OTHER INSURANCE. ’ RIE|D|E S DIl |[R|A|C
Member FDIC E S O S A R p R O N E 3 2 6 7 9 1 5 4 8

Pg.8  Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047  Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Wilits, CA95490  Willits Weekly | December 10, 2020 Willits Weekly | December 10, 2020  Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047  Email: willtsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA95490  Pg. 9



Above, from left: Many of the trees are already trussed up and
ready to transport. Victor “Tata” Cabrera stands with daughter
and Scoops owner Lisa Davis in the Christmas tree lot named for
him. A few of the trees are pre-flocked in white and purple.

At left: Christmas trees are stocked and ready to sell in the
Scoops parking lot.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Festive Firs

Scoops Frozen Yogurt &
Deli sets up seasonal ‘Tata's
Christmas Trees’ lot

It's that time of year again, and Scoops’ Christmas tree
lot is once again open for business at the back of their
parking lot at 110 North Main Street. Owner Lisa Davis
named the seasonal lot “Tata’s Christmas Trees” after her

IMathew Caine father Victor Cabrera’s nickname.

Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Although Davis is not able to show
the trees in their normal spot due to
the outdoor seating area, the selection remains the same,
with noble and Douglas firs, four to 17 feet in height. Many
are still trussed up for easy transport and range in price
from $15 to $20 a foot. There are even a few pre-flocked
trees in white and purple. Cash or local check preferred for
payment. Info: 707-272-9646.

VISIT OUR WILLITS OR FORT BRAGG DEPOTS FOR o
GIFT CERTIFICATES, ANNUAL PASSES, AND OTHER y 1
GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS! ;\\ )

¥

e vean
. ;

L

Virtual Drawings
Every Half Hour

from 6 PM to 2:30 AM

(midnight is a cash
drawing for $2,021.00)

for $221 in Free Play!

-
| ;
Celebrate a safe and Magical Christmas . 100 Kawi Place « Willits, CA 95490
this season aboard the Skunk Train. 5 Tel: 707-459-7978

Non-transferable. Cannot be combined wiht any other offer. Player’s Club Mem- &/
bers are reqired to present their postcard with valid I.D. and Player’s Club Card. &
Management reserves the right to cancel or modify any promotion at any time ¥
without notice. For complete rules and details please visit the Player’s Club. 1
Gambling a problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER. '
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Capacity

COVID pandemic, Coren said that the
region’s ICU available bed capacity was
at 18.6 percent. As of the December 9
update, ICU capacity in the Northern
California region had risen to 27.1
percent.

The Northern  California  region
includes Del Norte, Glenn, Humboldt,
Lake, Lassen, Mendocino, Modoc,
Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama, and Trinity
counties.

In Mendocino  County alone,
according to Adventist Health’s report
to the supervisors on Tuesday, ICU
bed capacity remains much higher, with
seven out of 16 total ICU beds occupied
in the three Adventist hospitals in the
county.

According to a new COVID prevention
program  declared by  California
Governor Gavin Newsom on December
3, when the percentage of available
ICU beds in the aggregated hospitals
in a region of the state becomes as
low as 15 percent, that region enters a
very strict shelter In place status, under
which travel and activity is permitted for
essential purposes only.

It would be similar to what Mendocino
County was under from March 19 to
approximately June 1.

On Friday, Dr. Coren gave a brief
snapshot of what would be restricted
under that sort of lockdown. There would
be no indoor or outdoor recreational
activities. Hair salons, barbershops,
personal care services, museums,
z00s, aquariums, movie theaters,
wineries, bars, breweries, distilleries,
family entertainment centers and card
rooms would be closed. Live audience
sports events would be prohibited and
amusement parks would be closed.

Retails facilities would be limited to 20
percent capacity (down from the current
25 percent) and there would have to
be “entry monitoring” at the front door.
Hotels and other lodging establishments
would be closed to the general public
but open for critical infrastructure
only. Restaurants would be limited to
providing food by take-out, pick-up or
delivery. Places of worship would be
limited to outdoor services only.

Coren  specifically  said  that
entertainment and professional
sports could continue, but without live
audiences.

Coren gave a short list of what
activities would be permitted. The list
included “critical infrastructure, schools,
if they are already open when the
lockdown was called, child care and pre-
kindergarten education, and non-urgent
medical and dental care.”

During the Friday press conference,
Dr. Bessant Parker, chief medical officer
for Adventist Hospital's Mendocino
County Division, spoke about the status
of the three hospitals in Mendocino
County.

He said that the three hospitals have
100 standard (not ICU) beds and could
go up to 170 beds during a surge. He
added that the hospital system has a
program called “Hospitals at Home” and
that if that system is taken into account,
the bed count for the three Mendocino
County hospitals would exceed 200.

He said that the three hospitals have
an aggregate of 16 ICU beds. He said
on Friday, and again on Tuesday when
he spoke to the board of supervisors,
that the hospital system had a total of
seven ICU patients. That means that
the ICU beds were 43.75 occupied, and
therefore, that the local hospital system
had an ICU bed availability rate of 56.25
percent.

On the positive side, Coren reported
briefly on the status of various vaccines.
He said that vaccine No. 1, the Pfizer
vaccine, will likely get emergency
approval from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration “in the next few days.”
Vaccine No. 2, the Moderna vaccine,
will likely be approved “two or three
weeks after that,” and vaccine No. 3,
the AstraZenaca vaccine, will probably
be approved “two or three weeks after
that,” Dr. Coren said.

He turned a question about the
status of the county’s plans to distribute
the vaccine over to the county’s
Departmental ~ Operations ~ Center
Manager Bekkie Emery, who said: “It's
a complex question. We are still working
on all the details, and it will be evolving
and shifting as we work through the
process.”

Emery said thatthe county has secured
two new testing venues. The county has
secured a second OptumServe facility
which will open up at a permanent site
in Fort Bragg. In addition, the county
has secured a mobile OptumServe unit
which will be able to travel to various
locations throughout the county.

The mobile unit was in Fort Bragg on

I From Page 1

Tuesday, December 8 and will be in the
south county on Friday, December 11.

County CEO Carmel Angelo said that
the county has ordered two freezers
that can handle the Pfizer vaccine.
The Adventist system has two smaller
freezers in the county, and the two
entities have agreed to work together
to store the vaccines. Parker said that
Ukiah will be a distribution center for the
vaccines.

Former Mendocino County Public
Health Officer, now Deputy Public
Health Officer Noemi Doohan was on
hand on Tuesday to contribute to the
lengthy report, which took up all of the
morning session and even carried over
briefly after the lunch recess.

Dr. Doohan said she thought it was
likely the county would enter the extreme
lockdown phase in two or three weeks.
Coren agreed with Doohan.

Speaking on Friday, Coren was asked
how high the daily case rate in this
county could climb.

“Even though we’re now seeing our
case rate up three times what it was a
month ago, it could go up double that,
again,” Coren said. “We don't know.
The rate of rise in these cases is very
frightening. We don’t know what we're
going to get into. The surge in cases is,
like, straight up,” he said.

Asked on Friday if he thought it was
likely that Mendocino County would
go into extreme lockdown, Coren
said: “It's a good probability, yes. It's
also not dependent upon Mendocino
County, remember. It's dependent upon
a lot of other counties that may be
less equipped than we are, with three
Adventist hospitals.”

During Friday's press conference,
Coren was asked if he thought the
COVID-19 pandemic was a conspiracy
and if he expected that Mendocino
County was going to turn into a police
state, or at least, a police county. He
also was asked who was going to
enforce the extreme lockdown. Coren
gave a memorable answer to all three
questions.

“This is not a conspiracy,” he said,
“and this is not going to be a police state.
Who enforces this? The virus enforces
it. This is a public health emergency.
It is going to be up to each one of us,
individually, to enforce, among our
friends and families and our workplaces,
this guidance that's been given to save
lives.”

In spite of what Coren said on Friday,
on Tuesday, the supervisors passed an
ordinance calling for law enforcement to
make COVID enforcement its “second
highest priority.” The resolution was
approved on a 4-1 vote, with Supervisor
John Haschak voting no. (Please see
accompanying story.)

Latest COVID numbers

Since the first case that was confirmed
in the county on March 19, the county
has confirmed a total of 1,816 cases of
the disease. Of that number, 1,522 have
been released from isolation.

As of Tuesday evening, the county
has 270 confirmed active cases of
COVID-19 in the county. Of that number,
265 are being kept in isolation; three
are in local hospitals; and two are in
an ICU unit in the county. A total of 418
people are in quarantine, and 24 county
residents have died from the disease.

According to the Mendocino County
Department of Public Health, the
county’s average daily rate of new cases
(over 7 days, with a 7-day lag time) is
22. Over the same period of time, the
testing positivity rate is 4.54 percent. As
aresult, the county is in the purple tier, in
which the spread of the disease is called
“widespread.”

Looking at disease statistics along
racial lines, 1,079 of all cases are among
people of Latinx descent; 423 among
whites; 123 among American Indians;
seven among Blacks, 15 among Asians;
141 are categorized as “unreported”;
and 28 are classified as “other.”

Looking at the disease from a regional
perspective, 1,327 cases reside in
the Ukiah valley; 220 live in the north
county; 170 are from the north coast; 62
are from the south county; and 37 are
from the south coast.

According to statistics that became
available on Monday evening, a total
of 36,924 tests have been done in this
county. The results of 1,618 tests were
pending.

Editor's Note: The state of California
is publishing daily updates of regional
ICU capacities at this link below; scroll
down to find the map, and click on the
“Northern California” region to see that
day’s update:

https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-
except-for-essential-needs/

As of the December 9 update,
the Northern California region’s ICU
capacity is up to 27.1 percent.

The rest of

Option

That initiative involves directing staff to
explore what potential benefits could accrue
to the county, and to the county’s cannabis
growers, if the county were to designate
cannabis cultivation as an “agricultural activity”
rather than subscribing to the state’s current
designation of cannabis as “an agricultural
product.”

Apparently it is thought that switching from
agricultural product to agricultural activity
could be a path through the minefield that has
developed around the county’s CEQA problems
with the state.

As has been previously explained in these
pages, currently the county is at a virtual
standstill, and stand-off, with the state, as
regards the goal of creating a pathway by
which county’s cannabis farmers can obtain a
permanent state cultivation license.

The problem is at least two-fold. At a
most fundamental level, the problem has to
do with ensuring environmental protections
are included in the county’s approach to its
cannabis cultivation ordinance, and that those
protections reach the level of protection that is
required by CEQA, the California Environmental
Quality Act.

The problem is that the state requires a
site-specific environmental review while the
county’s regulatory system does not. The
county’s ordinance contains a long list of
guidelines which, if properly monitored and
enforced, protects the environment: light limits,
noise limits, visual impacts, no tree removal,
and required compliance with state regulatory
guidelines on water use and habitat protection,
to name just a few of the protections included in
the document.

Negotiations over the question have been
going on with the California Department of Food
and Agriculture since May of 2019. Recently,
a document called Appendix G was written
specially to bridge the chasm.

Theoretically, each holder of a county
cultivation permit and each person who was
growing legally by dint of holding an embossed
receipt from either the county’s Department
of Agriculture or from Planning and Building
Services, would have to fill out a simple
checklist, draw a few maps, and get their
state license. But the problem is, filling out the
document was not as easy as state and county
regulators thought.

On Tuesday, county Senior Planner Jesse
Davis told the supervisors the results of his
department’s effort to try to see if 20 permit
applications could pass CDFAs Appendix
G process. Davis said that of 20 permit
applications which were selected at random,
18 were disqualified by county staff because
certain components of the paperwork required
by the state were lacking.

That left two permits. Davis spent about
12 hours each working on the two permits,
for a total of 24 hours. Both of those permits
succeeded in gaining approval from CDFA, and
the holders of those two county permits now
also have state licenses.

Second District Supervisor John McCowen
asked Davis, “Is it true to say then that 90
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parking lot of the Burger King.

As WPD officers were responding to the
location, they were further advised via dispatch
that the suspects had fled the location and were
northbound on Main Street in the black SUV.

WPD officers deployed to various locations
around the city looking for the suspect vehicle,
while dispatch put out information from various
citizens indicating they had seen the black SUV
driving erratically on and around Main Street
and other streets in town.

An off-duty Lake County District Attorney’s
Office investigator notified dispatch that he
saw the vehicle northbound on the 300 block
of Main Street and followed it to the northbound
Highway 101.

Mendocino County Sheriff's Office deputies
responded, and they picked up the vehicle
around Reynolds Highway, approximately 4
miles north of Willits. When sufficient units
were behind the vehicle, an attempt to stop it
was made at Shamrock Ranch. The suspects
pulled to a stop at first and then attempted to
flee at a high rate of speed.

The suspect was pursued into the town
of Laytonville. At one point while driving
at speeds estimated at over 100 mph, the
suspects attempted to turn into the parking lot
of a business. The driver lost control, and the
vehicle struck the structure of the Park-N-Takit
Liquor Store.

Both suspects exited and fled from the vehicle
and ran westbound through the middle school,
jumping over fences and continued heading
westbound in the direction of the Laytonville
Fire Department. Officers from WPD and
MCSO deputies gave chase and established a
perimeter around the area.

MCSO K-9 “Bo” was deployed and tracked
the suspects from the vehicle for several miles.

ALaytonville citizen called in and related that
they saw a subject in grey sweatpants and a
dark sweatshirt with a hoodie running from the
Fire Department and was now around Geiger’s

percent of our 1,100 permittees — those who
have permits and those who are enrolled in
our process but who don’t yet have a permit —
would not be able to get a state license?”

Davis said he thought McCowen’s statement
was correct.

Planning and Building staff went on to further
illuminate the nearly bottomless pit of work
and time and money that would be spent if the
board of supervisors decided to continue to
use the existing cultivation ordinance as the
framework by which cannabis cultivators were
to try to obtain a state license.

Cannabis Unit Program Manager Megan
Dukett said that it might take 36 hours each to
process each of the county’s 1,100 permit files.

Davis put a qualifier on Dukett’'s statement.
“We really don’t know how long it would take,”
he said. “There are so many unknowns. Each
application would have, or could have, different
unknowns.”

When the public was allowed to comment on
the item, several people said that the county
ought to pursue all avenues that might be
capable of providing a way out of the impasse.

Several people said they thought changing
the county's designation of cannabis from an
“agricultural product” to an “agricultural crop” was
a good one, and ought to be done whether doing
s0 helped the county’s CEQA position or not.

As the discussion wound to its conclusion,
McCowen moved that the county’s Planning and
Building staff explore the benefits and liabilities
of designating cannabis as an agricultural crop
and that it stop work on four items that have
been left undone from the list of 10 directives
that were given to it at the board’s September
22 meeting.

The items that would be left undone were
creating a digital portal; determining a rate
of cost recovery for work done on growers’
applications that would fall outside the scope
of processing the grower’s county application;
developing and implementing an interagency
agreement between the county and the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, to
facilitate retired CDFW employees working to
complete Sensitive Species Reviews connected
to county cultivation permits; and creating a
cannabis cultivation guide.

Board members balked at scuttling the
interagency agreement with CDFW. Supervisor
Ted Williams explained that having a completed
Sensitive Species Review was part of the
county’s permit requirements, and noted that,
unaccountably, out of 272 county permits which
have already been approved, 190 of them did
not have SSRs.

McCowen argued that completing the SSRs
were a waste of time, in that they were putting
the finishing touches on a permit that was going
nowhere, one that would not succeed in getting
the grower a state license.

Williams told McCowen that completed and
signed SSRs were a required component of any
existing county permit that was being renewed.

McCowen then amended his motion to allow
that the interagency agreement with CDFW
could be implemented only in so far as CDFW
employees would be allowed to work on county
cannabis permits that were being renewed.

McCowen’s motion was approved 4-1, with
Supervisor Carre Brown voting no.

Market. Officers searched the area and located
an individual who identified himself to officers.
The subject was observed to have minor
injuries to his hands indicative of someone
jumping fences.

During his  detention, there  was
documentation found on him with a name
different than what he had provided. Officers
were advised by other officers at the scene of
the traffic collision that they had found other
documentation with the name of Christian
Flores. This matched the name the officers had
found on the subject they found, proving the
first name he gave them was false.

The suspect was arrested and transported
to WPD Station where the original victims
from the Burger King identified him as one of
the suspects involved in the robbery. Suspect
Flores was treated for his minor injuries and
subsequently booked into the Mendocino
County Jail. His charges include 211PC
(Robbery), 182PC (Conspiracy) and 11360(a)
H&S (Sales and Transportation of Cannabis).

WPD officers are continuing to follow up
clues and evidence in order to identify and
apprehend the second suspect involved in
this matter. At this point in the investigation,
neither of the suspects appear to be local. The
suspect, a white male Hispanic, approximately
25 years of age, was booked under the name
of Christian Flores.

The Willits Police Department would like
to extend its gratitude and assistance in this
case from the numerous citizens of Willits and
Laytonville who alerted law enforcement as
to the suspects’ location. We also extend our
gratitude for their assistance to the MCSO
(both deputies and Bo), CHP, Lake County DA
investigator and the retired Sonoma County
deputy who first observed and acted upon the
suspect’s actions. Without any of their help, this
case would not have been made possible.

Anyone having any information on this case
is urged to contact the Willits Police Department
at 459-6122, Officer Kris Kersmanski.
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Come get your October Rewards
& enter to win...

@ ¢ ENTRIES ON
TUESDAY'S
200 POINTS = 3 ENTRY TICKETS

ONE UGLY XTRRER

Earn Entries Daily for Weekend Drawings

Oct 1 - December 26

200 points = 1 entry ticket

WEEKEND Two winners each hour will receive

DRAWINGS $100 Free Play and an entry into the
Sat & Sun Grand Prize drawing on December 26.

* Jeep provided by Thurston Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram and customized

5PM — 1OPM by DC Customs.

NOON - 5pPM

It's Super Seniors Day and guests age 55+ who earn

75 points that day will receive $15 in Free Play and a
50% Off meal coupon to the Creekside Cafe.

100 Kawi Place - Willits, CA 95490 Tel: 707-459-7978

Non-transferable. Cannot be combined wiht any other offer. Player’s Club Members are reqired to present their postcard with valid I.D. and Player’s Club Card. Management reserves
the right to cancel or modify any promotion at any time without notice. For complete rules and details please visit the Player’s Club. Gambling a problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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