
A break 
in Britton 

case? 
as Fallis heads 

to prison

The prime suspect in 
the disappearance of a 
24-year-old Covelo woman 
was formally sentenced 
December 4 to a stipulated 
four-year state prison 
sentence.

Negie Tony Fallis, 38, of 
Covelo, pleaded no contest 
on October 9 to being a 
convicted felon in unlawful 
possession of a firearm and 
admitted having served a 
prior prison term for a 2012 
Glenn County conviction for 
felony child abuse.

Fallis was remanded 
into custody Tuesday after 
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Above, from left: A small crowd gathered in front of the Mendocino 
County Museum Saturday before the Willits Chamber of Commerce 
mixer for the annual tree lighting. Lisa Davis and Nellie Larsen of 
Scoops Frozen Yogurt and Deli catered the mixer. John Wagenet and 
Anita Elliott sang and played at the Willits Chamber of Commerce 
office. New Willits Chamber of Commerce Coordinator Lila Van Meter, 
Willits Mayor Madge Strong, and City Manager Stephanie Garrabrant-
Sierra, all spoke briefly at the tree lighting ceremony before the 
crowd moved to the Chamber offices for the following mixer. 

Photos by 
Maureen 

Moore

“I think I’ve finally found the place where I can put 
all of my skills to use, and really help facilitate positive 
change,” glowed Lila Van Meter, new coordinator for the 
Willits Chamber of Commerce, from behind her new desk 
at the East Commercial office.

Van Meter started just a few weeks ago, back on 
November 19, in the role left vacant by Alison Findley, 
most recently, and before that, the chamber’s long-time 

steward, Lynn Kennelly before.
The position does seem to fit 

nicely into Van Meter’s background 
and interest level. Before working 

for the chamber, she worked with the West Company 
and as an independent consultant using her marketing, 
e-commerce and human resources backgrounds to 
help local businesses in Mendocino County, and Willits, 
specifically, as well, including marketing at DripWorks, 
human resources at Flow Kana and project management 
at Microphor.

Van Meter moved to Willits just under 10 years ago, 
after spending some time in New York in her 20s and 
growing up in the Sebastopol area of Sonoma County. 
She worked in the multi-channel merchant company 
industry in college, and put those skills to use when 
she went to work for Pottery Barn where she helped the 
company build its first website.

New Year,  
New Coordinator
Willits Chamber of Commerce welcomes 

holidays and new head of office

Above, from left: Linda Matz and Simon the dog welcome shoppers to Cat’s Meow to save on Hobo bags and Christmas items this 
Thursday. Look for the lighted Mason jars for participating shops. Tango’s Jordan Willcutt and Monkey Wrench’s Shannon Germann 
look forward to seeing shoppers on Thursday nights. Below: Adalyn, 3, left, and Aria, 3, hope to see shoppers at Off the Cuff.

Twinkle 
Time

Willits is welcomed to come shop ’til 8 pm on Thursday nights through Christmas 
as many Main Street businesses will be staying open late. Look for the illuminated 
Mason jars indicating “Thursday Twinkle” businesses and get unique and 
interesting gifts for everyone on your shopping list. A clear forecast is in sight, but 
if it gets chilly, stop by Brickhouse Coffee, for a free cup of hot cocoa for anyone 
who presents a receipt showing they shopped during Twinkle hours on Thursday!

Above, from left: Melissa at Re-Evolution shows off king-sized sheets which will be Thursday’s special. Shannon Germann helps a 
customer at Monkey Wrench. Isabel Gutierrez smiles with Aria and Adalyn at Off the Cuff. Special boxes ready for gifting this Thursday!

Photos by 
Maureen Moore

Cultural 
Services 
Agency 
staffing up

Cultural Services Agency 
Director Karen Horner 
updated supervisors on 
progress and plans for the 
Cultural Services Agency 
during Tuesday’s board 
meeting. 

Horner said the agency is 
coming together nicely, and 
things are looking up. 

Former library financial 
officer Barbara Chapman 
has become the CSA’s 
administrative manager, 
and the county has hired 
Megan Dukett as the 

Wood touts 
achievements 
in Assembly 

to supes

California Assemblyman 
Jim Wood appeared before 
the board of supervisors 
on Tuesday to tout his 
successes in gaining 
legislative approval for 
measures addressing 
pressing healthcare and 
wildfire issues. 

On the fire issue, Wood 
noted he introduced, 
and the state Assembly 
passed, Assembly Bill 
1875, which directs the 
state to create a tool to 
help underinsured people 
find additional insurance. 
He also introduced, and 
the Assembly passed, 
AB 2229, which requires 

Final 
election 
results 

show no 
changes in 
local races

There were no changes 
in winners in Willits area 
races when the Mendocino 
County Elections Office 
released final, certified 
results of the November 6 
election last week. 

Measure J, which will 
help fund a new firehouse 
for Willits, won the required 
two-thirds majority handily, 
with 75.79 percent of 
voters in the Little Lake Fire 
Protection District voting 

Allman: ICE 
has little 

interest in 
Mendocino 

County

The federal office of 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, or ICE, 
requested holds on .66 of 
1 percent of the people 
booked by the sheriff’s 
office in 2017, according 
to information released 
at Tuesday’s board of 
supervisors meeting by 
Mendocino County Sheriff 
Tom Allman.

Allman told supervisors 
the sheriff’s office had 
booked 4,700 people 
in 2017, and ICE had 
requested holds on 31 
people. 

“Of those 31 requests, 
15 were arrested by ICE, 

December 15 
is ‘Wreaths 

Across 
America Day’ 
in Mendocino 

County

The Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors 
approved a proclamation 
declaring December 15 as 
“National Wreaths Across 
America Day” in Mendocino 
County at their Tuesday 
meeting. 

Board Chair Georgeanne 
Croskey read the 
proclamation, which was 
sponsored by Supervisor 
Carre Brown of Potter Valley. 
Brown asked Croskey, as 
“the veteran on the board,” 
to read the proclamation. 
Croskey told her colleagues 
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What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from our readers

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events 
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents 
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of 
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to 
once every four weeks. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits, 
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must 
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although 
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No 
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a 
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

Do you have opinions you would like to share with the rest of the community? All residents of the Third District – including 
Willits, Brooktrails, Laytonville and Covelo – are welcome to send in a letter to the editor, free of charge, addressing your 
comments, concerns or questions once every four weeks. Email letters directly to willitsweekly@gmail.com. We want to 
hear from you!

707-459-1377
Donna Blake, Owner
Reservations 
Required!

“Puppy Holidays!”
Happy holidays and warm 

snuggles with your dog
from all of us at

Stay and Play Dog Care.
Thank you for letting us

love your dog.

707-459-1377
Donna Blake, Owner

Kids, train rides and Santa Claus. Add 
some activities and lots of tasty sugary 
goodies, and you have a day full of family 
fun. The annual Roots of Motive Power 
Holiday Express delighted kids and parents 
with loads of fun, coloring, prizes, and a 
chance to ride the train pulled by the newly 
refurbished locomotive, Port of Olympia, 
which pulled three cars, including the ever-

popular caboose.
The steam puffed 

thickly in the cool air 
to the sounds of the 

throaty high-pitched whistle as the train left 
the station with its load of delighted families 
for the two circuits around the yard. 

Roots, in addition to opening their 
facilities four times a year to stimulate 
the imaginations of the young ones, is 
dedicated to restoring and maintaining the 
antiquities of the steam era when work 
was performed by these giants of industry. 
Roots is a museum, but it is also a facility 
for bringing life back to these tons of steel, 
making them run as they did 50 to 100 
years ago. 

These machines were instrumental in 
the building of the country and in opening 
up the local logging industry. Some of them 
even helped build the Panama Canal and 
the World’s Fair. To the serious hobbyists 
of Roots, they are a challenge and a joy. 
Talk to any of the board members or steam-
certified operators, and one can easily see 
the knowledge they possess and their love 
of an opportunity to talk about and educate 
people about their machines.

“It’s all about keeping things going,” said 
Alan Spivak, board member for five years, 
“finding out what is needed, where are we 
going to get the funds to accomplish what 
we need to do. It takes a lot of time to 
get these projects going. That locomotive 
[the one running today] we had in pieces 
six months ago, at the end of a two-year 
rebuild. 

“It probably cost us in the $3,000 to 
$400,000 area, plus thousands of hours 
of volunteer work. It’s like a brand-new 
machine now. We expect to get another 15 
years from it. The first run after rebuild was 
in September. The paint was still wet.”

Spivak explained some of the little-
known facts about the trains: “The tracks 
are usually slippery all the time. We grease 
one of the rails on all the curves. Because 
the wheels are fixed on the axle, going 

around a curve, the outside wheels have 
to go further than the inside ones, so they 
have to slip, and the wheels wear down 
quickly if they’re not greased.”

Chris Baldo, owner of much of the Roots 
equipment, has three locomotives in the 
shop that he’s working on actively and two 
more that are waiting in line. “We try to keep 
two steam locomotives working at the same 
time,” said Spivak. “They have to be rebuilt 
every 15 years by federal law, whether they 
are used a little or continuously. We have 
to concentrate on those, and the other 
projects, like the steam shovel, get worked 
on as we can.”

Another of Roots’ current projects is the 
restoration of the 90-foot-long Whitefish 
Lake Dining Car, which came into their 
possession about 20 years ago and has 
been worked on in spurts ever since. It 
was from the Great Northern Railway as a 
showpiece for the route between Chicago 
and Seattle. It has leather-cowhide seats 
and huge Western-themed murals by Nick 
Eggenhofer, a famous Western illustrator 
from the 1950s. 

“We’re working on new flooring,” 
explained Bobbie Yokum, board member. 
“The seats are going to be re-upholstered 
and some other cosmetic work done. We 
already replaced the windows on one side. 
We should have it open for viewing in 
September.” 

The car was built in 1953, and Roots is 
considering refurbishing the kitchen and 
utilizing the car as a limited restaurant. As 
it is too long to go on the tracks (the curves 
are too tight), it will remain stationary. 
Roots is currently trying to raise funds for 
that restoration project.

The Holiday Express was a great chance 
for Roots to share their love of steam 
engines with the younger generation of 
this town. Much to the delight of the little 
ones, Santa gave his reindeer the day off 
and arrived by small train car. Santa did his 
best to accommodate the kids even though 
there was a long line, waiting to tell him 
their desires for Christmas presents. 

The experienced elves were very helpful 
in keeping things moving. Some of the 
children went into the adjacent museum to 
view the antique toy exhibit and play with the 
Legos (one of the family-friendly interactive 
parts of the exhibit). There was no shortage 
of activities and sights to delight and create 
a sense of awe and wonder.

Holiday Express
Kids, train rides, Christmas fun 

and Santa Claus lively up the Roots yard

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Above, left: The newly rebuilt Port of Olympia puffs down the tracks, bedecked with a festive wreath. 
Above, right, top: The Tolentino family, enjoying the ride on the Holiday Express. Above, right: 
Dan Durbin, museum train expert, and Megan Dukett, program director of the Mendocino County 
Museum, hang out in the Engine House.

At top: Families wait patiently for a ride on the train, pulled by the locomotive, Port of Olympia. 
Above, left: Two cuties sit on Santa’s lap at the Roots Holiday Express event. Above, right: Santa’s 
Helper, Michael Hammang of Roots, stands in front of a locomotive. Below: Stella Bonnet, Kathy 
Schuster, Bobbie Yokum and Jennifer Randrup sell wreaths to help fund Roots of Motive Power’s 
restoration of the Whitefish Lake Dining Car.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Thank you
To the Editor:
With the final results of the election in, I want to express my 
gratitude, dedication, and humility in being elected Third District 
supervisor. I can truly say that this campaign has been a very 
positive experience. We are blessed with great communities, a 
beautiful environment, and lots of very talented, thoughtful and 
caring people.
There are too many people who powered this campaign to 
mention them all. We made over 5,000 phone calls and knocked 
on 1,200 doors. Thank you to all who called, walked, endorsed, 
donated, and helped in a variety of ways. 
I very much appreciate the contributions that Georgeanne Croskey 
and John Pinches have made to this district. Supervisor Croskey 
stepped up and thoughtfully and energetically represented our 
district. I have appreciated her keeping me informed on the 
issues, and I hope to continue projects on which she has worked. 
As supervisor for three terms (12 years), Mr. Pinches left his mark 
in many ways that have helped make our communities better. His 
sense of civic duty is something to which we can all aspire.
A huge “thank you” to the voters of the Third District for 
participating in every step of this election. I am proud to live in a 
community where so many people care so much. I am humbled 
by the opportunity to represent our communities on the board of 
supervisors.
I will continue to be accessible to all, and I look forward to building 
stronger communities together. If you have any ideas to share, 
please call me at 707-513-6166 or email me at supejh2018@
gmail.com. 

John Haschak, Willits

Thank you
To the Editor: 
On behalf of the members of the Willits Wild Bunch, I would like 
to thank all that attended our 26th annual Toy Run, last Sunday, 
November 25. For those of you that couldn’t make it, we missed 
you. Please mark your calendar for next year, Sunday, November 
24, 2019 for our 27th annual Toy Run. A big thank you to Medium 
Mike Giles for cooking the ribs, tri tip and chicken. All the food 
was awesome.
We would like to send out a special thank you to Little Lake Fire 
Department, Little Lake Grange, Willits Lions Club, Willits Rotary 
and all the local businesses that donated to our very successful 
raffle and live auction. Without the fantastic support we receive 
from the Willits community, the Toy Run would not happen.
Last but not least…. Thank you to Old Buzzards MC for their 
truckload of toys donation; Wino’s Crew MC for their continued 
support; as well as the riders of BACA who support our run every 
year; Erika Bruce from Little Lake Grange who made set-up and 
clean-up a breeze; and Willits Weekly and The Willits News for 
their pre-run and post-run articles about the Toy Run. 
Because of all the community support, many needy children will 
have a wonderful Christmas that they wouldn’t have without the 
Willits Rotary’s Children’s Christmas Program. But the work is not 
done. Now comes the gathering and wrapping of the gifts. If you 
are interested in being a part of this great program, you can show 
up at the old Howard Memorial Hospital, daily, between the hours 
of 4 and 7 pm and assist in wrapping the gifts. Merry Christmas, 
everyone! 

Richard “Pops” Venturi, for the Willits Wild Bunch

Little League registration
To the Editor:
The Willits Redwood Little League (WRLL) will be opening 
registration for players ages 4-16 for the Spring 2019 season 
starting on December 1. Register now @ www.wrll.siplay.com. 
Registration starts December 1st, 2018. Registration ends 
February 1, 2019. Boys and girls, ages 4-16, are eligible to play. 
Registration fees are $100 per child, and there are discounts for 
multiple children. All registrations now include a free trophy!
Tryouts will be on March 9-10, 2019, from 10 to 11:30 am, majors; 
from 12 to 1:30 pm, minors. Safety/ coaches meeting will follow 
tryouts both days. 
We are also offering a junior/senior league this year for ages 13-
16. Opening day will be April 6, 2019 at 9 am. Any questions 
please contact the player agent: Kelilu Kirby at 530-210-8303 or 
kelilukirby@gmail.com. Online registration only: www.wrll.siplay.
com
Reminder: Little League is a volunteer-based program. There 
will be flyers and notices going out on our Facebook page and 
website for volunteers for Snack Shack, scorekeeping, team 
helpers, etc. If you can help, please fill out a volunteer form online 
at the time of registration so we can contact you. Everyone must 
have a background check who would like to help with the league.
To get up to date news about Willits Redwood Little League, like 
us on Facebook.

Terry Guerrero, WRLL coach coordinator, Willits

Harvest Dinner gratitude
To the Editor:
Many thanks are due for the success of the Mendocino County 
Herb Guild Harvest Dinner on November 16.
Gratitude to the Willits Grange folks who have created an event 
venue with a vital community spirit.
We appreciate WELL which covered us for the necessary 
insurance.
90 percent of the food for this Harvest Dinner was donated by 
local farmers:
• Green Uprising Farm
• Fortunate Farm
• Yokayo Roots Farm
• New Agrarian Collective
• Tequio Farm
• Happy Day Farm
• Farm to Family
• Nurturing Seed Farm
• Anarchy Herbals
• Motherland Herb School
All of this locally sourced food was turned into a delicious sit-
down dinner for 140 people by Chef Danny Becker and Chef 
Tanner Fry. 
Kudos to them all. And a big, heartfelt thank you to the people of 
our community who came together to celebrate the abundance 
of sutumn and to support the Herb Guild. The event was sold 
out days in advance! This kind of enthusiasm and fundraising 
support strengthens us in our mission to bring resident, full-circle 
herbalism to all of Mendocino County.

Donna d’Terra, for the Mendocino County Herb Guild

Sherwood Firewise 
December 13 
celebration

Submitted by Sherwood Firewise 
Communities 

The Sherwood Firewise Communities 
will celebrate the end of high fire season 
by providing cake and other refreshments 
on Thursday, December 13, at their 
monthly meeting.  The refreshments and 
time to meet neighbors will be from 6 to 
6:30 pm, and the business meeting will 
be from 6:30 to 8 pm at the Brooktrails 
Community Room.

Residents along the Sherwood 
Corridor will receive an update of 
Sherwood Firewise activities and will 
review the plans and available resources 
to prepare for a safe fire season in 2019. 

Current projects under way include 
securing and maintaining additional 
firebreaks that are also passable travel 
routes, establishing collection points for 
residents in the event of fire, and building 
a robust early warning communication 
system that complements other county 
agency systems.

Everyone along the Sherwood Road 
corridor is invited to the meeting to 
meet neighbors and learn how they can 
prepare for a safer 2019. 

Mendocino County 
Library: fine amnesty, 

Food for Fines, and 
holiday hours

 Submitted by the Mendocino 
County Cultural Services Agency

Did you find an overdue library 
book, DVD, or CD? Do you have late 
charges on your library account that 
are discouraging you from visiting? This 
December, Mendocino County Library is 
offering two fine-forgiveness programs to 
our patrons.

Mendocino County Library branches 
and the Bookmobile will be closed 
December 24 through January 1. 

From December 23 through January 3, 
the library will be offering a fine amnesty 
period: all items checked in through the 
book drop will be exempt from fines. 
This will offer an opportunity to all of our 
patrons to return overdue items without 
incurring late charges.

Additionally, from December 4 through 
December 21, all library branches will be 
offering a Food for Fines period, giving 
patrons the opportunity to clear library 
fines while providing non-perishable food 
to community members in need.

The library will accept up to five 
unexpired cans of food to go towards 
previously incurred late fines (not valid 

Read the rest of
Amnesty Over on Page 15
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L I T T L E  L A K E  F I R E  P R O T EC T ION  D I S T R IC T

F I R E  CA L L S
November 24 to December 3

by LLFD Training Chief Eric Alvarez

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
November 26 to December 2

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
HOW  T O 

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are 

formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Doctor’s clothes
 7. NYC ballplayer
10. Flying vessels
12. Created
13. Convert
14. WWII battle
15. A cravat with wide  
      square ends
16. Month in the Jewish  
      calendar
17. Value
18. Brews
19. Child’s eating  
      accessory
21. Arrived extinct
22. Of the sea
27. Potato state
28. Leading man
33. Blood type
34. Oppressed
36. ‘Much __ about nothing’
37. World’s longest river
38. deGrom and Sale  
     are two
39. Crafty

40. At all times
41. Twins great Hunter
44. Volcanic craters
45. Outpouring
48. Where a baby sleeps
49. Dancing a 
      Brazilian dance
50. Unhealthy
51. Manufacturers

CLUES DOWN
 1. Prevents harm to young
 2. The Muse of history
 3. Fascinated by
 4. Unnilhexium
 5. Honey maker
 6. Soviet Socialist  
      Republic
 7. They hang out with  
     papas
 8. German river
 9. Domain name
10. Type of chair
11. Fill someone with 
      an urge
12. Sorceress

14. Unpleasant smell
17. Leg (slang)
18. Farewell
20. A life summary
23. Merchants
24. Southeastern Nigerians
25. Of I
26. Electronic  
      countermeasures
29. Atomic #3 (abbr.)
30.  A type of sister
31. Omission of a sound
32. Screaming
35. Ottoman title
36. Sour
38. Take advantage of
40. Nobleman
41. Cathode ray was one
42. Long, winding ridge
43. Muckraking journalist
44. Defunct phone  
      company
45. Military  
      telecommunications  
      term (abbr.)
46. Supervises flying
47. Firearms manufacturer
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We Deliver So Santa
Doesn’t Have To

FURNITURE CENTER
—  NEXT TO SAFEWAY —

We Deliver So SantaWe Deliver So SantaWe Deliver So Santa

One-of-a-Kind
Willits Holiday Craft Fair features 
unique gifts made by local artists 

and artisans 
So many artists and yes, you will have time to visit them 

all! The 32nd annual Willits Holiday Craft Fair, sponsored 
by the Willits Center for the Arts, will be held at both the 
Willits Community Center and in the upstairs gallery at the 
Willits Center for the Arts for three days, Friday, December 
7, Saturday, December 8, and Sunday, December 9. 

You will see some of your favorite 
artisans and marvel at some of the 
new vendors that are sure to please. 
Jewelry, ceramics, clothing, hats, 

candles, cards, wood cutting boards, fabric bags and 
potholders, paintings, photography, body products, garlic 
braids, dolls, quilts, cacao food products, and so much 
more! Your holiday shopping will be a breeze to complete!

Cynda Valle, an acclaimed oil painter, will be in the 
Upstairs Gallery at the art center. Valle, a well-known 
artist and instructor, with an extensive national exhibition 
record, has been an artist for over 30 years and is a former 
Willits resident and Mendocino College instructor. She 
currently resides in South Pasadena with a studio at the 
Los Angeles Brewery, but will be in town for a week in order 
to exhibit her work at the fair. She will be in the upstairs 
gallery demonstrating her painting, along with selling her 
prints and jewelry.

She says she’s looking forward to catching up with all 
of her “Willits pals” and meeting new people at her booth. 
Hot off her easel is “Beware the Crone’s Embrace,” a self-
portrait with “Cynda Mary’s School of Art” (social division) 
alum and fellow painter Micheal Sabet.

Valle encourages you to, “Come by, say ‘hi,’ and please 
support living artists this holiday season – the dead ones 
don’t need it!” She goes on to say her art is, “The perfect 
gift for every girl / woman on your list, and a timely reminder 
for women to speak up!”

Karen Gridley will be there with her popular tote bags, 
purses, cosmetic kits and potholders made from carefully-
selected, beautifully crafted quilted fabrics. She has 
been creating her hand-crafted items for over 27 years, 
but continues to update her offerings, which this year will 
include new designs and novelty potholders.

Wolfgang Ronnefeldt, who grew up in Germany, has been 
involved with medicinal plants and herbs most of his life. 
He shares that “Germany is a country that has a tradition 
of respecting and integrating herbal remedies into modern 
medical approaches to illness and disease.” Ronnefeldt will 
have on hand his full range of products, including herbal 
salves that soothe arthritic aches and pains and ease skin 
conditions, and tinctures that strengthen memory and aid 
bone strength. 

Misty Blough, creator of MistyMade Soy Candles, will 
be on hand with her candles, each hand-poured with 
love in the heart of Mendocino County. Made with 100 
percent soy, cotton wicks, and phthalate-free fragrances 
infused with essential oils, you will find that these candles 
burn clean, are long-lasting, are nontoxic, biodegradable, 
environmentally safe, water soluble, and a renewable 
resource. She will also be selling succulents she has 

Jenny Senter
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com
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Clockwise, from above: An array of custom knives made by Erwin and 
Juliet Ludwig of JandE Crafts sit atop one of their magnetic wooden 
knife holders. A charm features a painting by Cynda Valle and says, “Well 
behaved women rarely make history.” “Beware the Crone’s Embrace” 
is a self-portrait of artist Cynda Valle with fellow painter Micheal Sabet. 
Cynda Valle, an acclaimed artist and instructor, works on one of her oil 
paintings. Karen Gridley’s quilted fabric bags come in many colors and 
patterns. A half-circle magnetic wooden knife holder from JandECrafts, 
crafted from a redwood burl, holds a dozen high-quality, hand-forged 
knives. Sharron Furr of Odin’s Organics holds up bags of her homemade 
dog treats that are locally sourced from organic vegetables, fruits and 
honey. Karen Gridley stands beside some of her quilted fabric crafts that 
will be for sale at the Willits Holiday Craft Fair.

Photo by 
Jenny 
Senter

11-24-18  (Muir Mill Road) 
Power lines down: Little Lake Fire 

responded to a report of power lines 
down into a pump house. Upon arrival the 
incident was not as reported. 9 firefighters 
responded for service. 

11-25-18  (South Main Street)
Odor investigation: Little Lake Fire 

responded to a reported unknown 
odor emanating from the sink. During 
investigation it was determined a mixture of 
cleaning chemicals had been poured down 
the sink causing the odor. 5 firefighters 
responded for service. 

11-27-18  (Hillside Drive)
Medical aid: Little Lake Fire responded to 

assist the current medic unit at scene with 
lifting a patient. The patient did not wish to 
be assisted. 6 firefighters responded for 
service. 

11-29-18  (Highway 101,  
mile marker 40)

Traffic accident: Little Lake Fire 
responded to reported traffic accident. 
Upon arrival the vehicle was off the 
roadway, and it was determined to be non-
injury by current fire units at scene. Engine 
5480 provided traffic control around the 
incident until the roadway was clear. 10 
firefighters responded for service. 

11-29-18  (Coast Street) 
Medical call: upon arrival Little Lake 

Fire assisted the patient up off the ground. 
Patient denied any injuries. 6 firefighters 
responded for service.   

11-29-18  (Elm Lane)
Medical call: upon arrival Little Lake Fire 

assisted the patient back into their bed. 8 
firefighters responded for service. 

12-1-18  (Highway 101,  
mile marker 37)

Traffic accident: while responding to a 
reported traffic accident Little Lake Fire 
was canceled by emergency personnel at 
scene. 8 firefighters responded for service.

12-1-18  (Highway 101 bypass)
Traffic accident: Little Lake Fire 

responded to a reported vehicle accident 
with fire. Upon arrival no indications of 
fire were observed. The occupants denied 
injury and fire units remained on scene 
awaiting the tow. 9 firefighters responded 
for service. 

12-3-18  (School Street)
Medical call: Little Lake Fire responded 

to a reported female shortness of breath. 
Little Lake Fire assisted the medic unit load 
the patient into the ambulance for transport. 
10 firefighters responded for service. 

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department handled 172 incidents in this 
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

November 26
12:08 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
North Main Street.

12:13 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 100 block of 
Northbrook Way.

1:34 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of illegal dumping in the 800 block of South 
Main Street.

2:39 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 200 block of South Main 
Street.

5:54 pm: BOLTON IV, John William (42) 
of Willits was contacted in the 1400 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 1203.2 PC (Violation of 
Probation).

7:52 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Monroe Street.

10:50 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

11:54 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 100 block of 
Wood Street.

November 27
3:41 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Margie Drive.

4:41 am: Officers responded to a report 
of possible shots fired in the 400 block of 
Coast Street.

9:03 am: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 300 block of Blosser 
Lane.

9:20 am: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 1500 block of South 
Main Street.

9:57 am: Officers responded to a report 
of threats in the 100 block of Hazel Street.

3:19 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 100 block of 
East Mendocino Avenue.

3:48 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

4:22 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

9:52 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 300 block of Highway 20.

November 28
12:29 am: Officers responded to a 

disturbance in the 100 block of North Main 
Street.

2:54 am: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

8:42 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 500 block of Coast 
Street.

11:39 am: DELBELLO, Jonathon Andrew 
(27) of Willits was contacted in the 300 block 
of Penn Street following a disturbance. He 
was arrested pursuant to 243 (E) (1) PC 
(Domestic Battery), 273.6 PC (Violation of 
a Court Order), and 1203.2 PC (Violation of 
Probation).

12:21 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 1100 block of 
South Main Street.

6:18 pm: Officers responded to a 
domestic disturbance in the 400 block of 
McKinley Street.

7:00 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

9:12 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 100 block of 
East Mendocino Avenue.

November 29
1:51 am: AGUILAR, Benjamin Dalton 

(25) of Covelo was contacted in the 100 
block of Muir Lane. He was arrested 
pursuant to 23152 VC (Driving Under the 
Influence) and on misdemeanor charges 
of blood alcohol content of .08 percent or 
higher.

9:13 am: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 1500 block of South 
Main Street.

6:33 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of threats in the 400 block of Camp Lane.

November 30
2:46 pm: Officers responded to a 

structure fire in the 100 block of Manor 
Way.

3:47 pm: Officers initiated a burglary 
investigation in the 100 block of Madrone 
Street.

December 1
5:01 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Creekside Court.

9:11 am: Officers responded to a report 
of illegal camping in the 1400 block of 
South Main Street and issued a warning.

10:48 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of 
Read the rest of
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December 7, 8 & 9 at J.D. Redhouse

Fri: 5 to 7 pm, Sat & Sun: 12 to 2 pm

M

SANTA PHOTO TIME!

photographressMaureen Moore 707-972-7047
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ER Crow’s Nest
UKIAH | 707-462-9676

Safeway Shopping Center
WILLITS | 707-459-9700

10% 
OFF

Entire Store
Excluding Stoves and Unique Appliances

Sale Good
Dec. 6 thru 13

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Movie Times for 12/7 thru 12/13                                 This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

Starts Friday, Dec. 14:
Spider-Man:

Into the Spider-Verse

INSTANT FAMILY
(PG13) 1 hr 58 mins

Fri:
5:15 & 8:00pm

Sat:
2:30, 5:15 & 8:00pm

Sun:
1:30, 4:15 & 7:00pm

Mon-Thurs:
4:15 & 7:00pm

CREED II
(PG13) 2 hrs 10 mins

Fri:
5:40 & 8:35pm

Sat:
2:45, 5:40 & 8:35pm

Sun:
1:45, 4:40 & 7:35pm

Mon-Thurs:
4:40 & 7:35pm

RALPH BREAKS
THE INTERNET

(PG) 1 hr 52 mins
Fri:

4:45 & 7:15pm
Sat:

2:15, 4:45 & 7:15pm
Sun:

1:15, 3:45 & 6:15pm
Mon-Thurs:

3:45 & 6:15pm

At Harwood Hall in Laytonville, there 
were still some vendors setting up Sunday 
morning when the one-day, annual 
Laytonville Christmas Bazaar officially 
opened at 10 am. Even though it was cold 
and foggy outside, it didn’t dampen the 
moods of vendors and the buying public 
who were prepared for Long Valley’s 

changing winter 
weather.

Outside the main 
building housing 

the fair, many vendors who needed more 
room for their wares set up tents or rented 
space in a large tent provided by the fair 
organizers. John and Cynthia Julius from 
Hopland brought their tent to display items 
they craft from wine barrels. When Willits 
Weekly visited in the morning, Cynthia had 
her ears buried deeply in a cozy scarf as 
she sat smiling amongst wine barrel chairs 
and other items the couple had for sale. 

David Rice, the “Pickle Man,” who 
displayed jars and jars of everything 
imaginable that can be pickled, sported 
two hats to keep warm. “You’ve gotta wear 
layers and layers,” he laughed, and said he 
looked forward to shedding a few of them 
when the sun began to shine. 

Priscilla and Bob Gaston from Gaston 
Forge kept warm by the beautifully 
designed gaslit fire pit they’d cut and 
formed from steel. The fire pit with special 
fire glass was one of many pieces for sale 
that were designed and fabricated by the 
couple. 

Inside the much-warmer Harwood Hall, 
rows and rows of artisans tantalized the 
public with their colorful wares on tables 
and in a variety of creative displays. Each 
aisle had just enough room for two lanes 
of happy, smiling people and bumping 
into one another was normal. No one took 
offense. Shoppers hugged one another, 
some not having seen a friend for quite a 
while, and the children were having fun. It 
was clearly a well-loved community event. 

One could see unusual wares like Mary 
Marsh’s pit-fired ceramic pieces fashioned 
after the New Mexico Acoma Pueblo 
people’s designs. Or, in contrast, Roland 
Spence made mini-marshmallow shooters 
out of plastic piping for the children. “I made 
35 of them, and I’m almost out. They sell 
pretty quick and kids love them!” he said. 

There were handmade ornaments; 
forged knives with hand-carved handles; 
woodworking, including a clock made 
out of madrone burl; scarves, pillows, 
quilts, necklaces; neck, back and lumbar 

warmers; whimsical metal figures; many 
one-of-a-kinds in any medium. The list of 
wonderful creations is long and varied. 
And Santa was there in the afternoon to 
carefully listen to children’s dreams. You 
definitely had to be there!

Friendly vendors’ faces from Willits 
showed up as well. Wolfgang Ronnefeldt 
offered his magical salves, while his wife, 
Karen Gridley, was selling her fabulous 
fabric creations. Lynn Whiting was there 
with her beautiful classic watercolors. 
Robert Yelland was next door with his 
wonderfully crafted earrings. 

Ann Vander Horck was outside in the 
big tent and designed a cozy corner with 
her multi-race dolls, doll clothes, stockings 
and quilts as well as colorful, beaded hand 
bags. Jacki Pealatere of Pícaro Gordo 
was outside in her booth and brought her 
delightful puzzles to sell. We’ll see all of 
these vendors at the Willits Center for the 
Arts Holiday Craft Fair this weekend.

Many vendors noticed sales of their 
higher-priced items declining in the last few 
years due to the downturn in the economy. 
Yet a lot of them were prepared by adjusting 
their expectations and crafting more 
smaller and affordable items for the fair. 
Like so many communities in Mendocino 
County, the Laytonville community, which 
spreads far beyond the city limits, is well-
known for shopping for holiday gifts at the 
decades-old, local event. They know the 
value of supporting artisan friends and 
neighbors while finding perfect, sometimes 
unique gifts.

Each year the Laytonville Christmas 
Bazaar improves and gets much more 
organized. Vendors have to apply, and 
the application states that everything for 
sale has to be made by the applicant. “We 
now have a better selection and balance 
of what’s here. We don’t want too many 
jewelers, for example,” explained one 
organizer.

Long-time Laytonville resident and artist, 
Charlotte Tefft, who was selling her etched-
glass items, scarves and quilts, expressed 
the collective feelings well: “What a social 
day! I’ve never had so many hugs and 
loves in one day. We don’t even care if we 
sell, since it’s such a warm-hearted social 
day.”

Vendor Jim Cowles from Poonkinney 
Forge in Dos Rios has developed a great 
saying: “I used to make money, and now 
I love what I do!” It’s a catchy phrase, 
yet many vendors reported good sales, 
especially for a one-day event.

Laytonville Bazaar
Sunday’s community Christmas fair offered colorful, 

unusual and delicious wares

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above, left: Cindy Lassotovitch admired the beaded ornaments made by Gloria Harrison, owner of 
Bee in My Bonnet chocolates. Above, right: Poppie and Tuli hold up ornaments given to them by 
Carolyn Ramos. Ramos’ booth, filled with delightful ornaments, is directly behind the girls. At right: 
This hand-carved pomegranate ornament was designed, carved and painted by Kiohna. Far right: 
Woodworker Alfredo Vionnet displays a beautiful madrone burl clock he made for the fair.

At left: Margie Eddy 
laughs as David 
Rice, the Pickle 
Man, warms up by 
joking around.
Below, left: Briana 
Hoteling from 
Laytonville tries 
on a pair of Robert 
Yelland’s earrings, 
which she ended up 
loving and buying.
Below, right: 
Roland Spence 
demonstrates how 
his Marshmallow 
Blasters work by 
blowing a mini-
marshmallow 
through his dart-like 
device at a target 
attached to the wall.

Photos by Ree Slocum

Willits Weekly REMINDER:
December 20, 2018 will be our last edition 
of the year, and we will resume printing 

on January 10, 2019

agency’s program administrator.
Horner praised Dukett and 

said she has already made a 
difference in the county museum.

Dukett briefly noted the 
museum’s plans for 2019 
exhibits. These include “Vintage 
Toys” (currently through March 
2019); “Americans at Home” 
during World War I, a traveling 
exhibit from the National Archives 
(April and May 2019); a display 
of the Dusty Whitney acquisitions 
(June through September 
2019), and “Farm to Pharm: 
A Progressive Agricultural 
History of Mendocino County” 
(September to November 2019).

Museum Curator Karen 
Mattson told board members 
she has been continuing her 
task of establishing a location 
for all artifacts and cleaning the 
artifacts as she organizes them. 

However, Horner added she 
is not envisioning any great 
expansion of library services. 

“Library services have not 
been diminished,” Horner said. 
“No programs or services have 
stopped. The goal of our library 
program is to continue to do what 
we’ve been doing.”

Horner acknowledged the 
Library Advisory Board opposed 
consolidating the library, the 
museum and the parks into the 
Cultural Services Agency. “They 
were not happy with the decision, 
but they’ve moved on and are 
now dealing with library issues,” 
she said. 

Regarding the parks, Dukett 
said she has been meeting 
with stakeholders and involved 
departments and is developing a 
request for proposals for a needs 
assessment for the parks. The 
“Parks Needs Assessment” RFP 
will be released in early 2019. 

Allman plugs for  
Toys for Tots

Sheriff Tom Allman told 
supervisors Tuesday that huge 
toy mega-company, Toys R Us, 
has gone bankrupt and will not 
be providing toys for the county’s 
Toys for Tots program this year. 
Allman said it was important that 
people in the community step up 
and donate unwrapped toys to 
keep the program going. 

According to the Toys for 
Tots website, the only drop-
off place for the program in 
Willits is at Mendo Mill. There 
are numerous places in Ukiah, 
including the main hallway of the 
county’s administration center, 
the sheriff’s office, Thurston 
Auto Plaza, Ken Fowler Auto 
Center, Mendo Mill in Ukiah, both 
Starbuck’s locations and Grocery 
Outlet in Ukiah. 

To contact the local Toys 
for Tots organization, visit 
mendocinotft.org.

Supes skip Bush day of 
mourning

President Donald J. Trump 
declared a National Day of 
Mourning on Wednesday, 
December 5, in honor of the 
November 30 passing of former 
President George H. W. Bush. 
During the December 4 board 
meeting, supervisors took an off-
agenda item to consider whether 
the county would observe the 
day of mourning, which would 
mean a paid holiday for county 
employees. 

County CEO Carmel Angelo 
opposed the move, arguing the 
short lead time would prevent the 
county from alerting the public.

“It’s difficult, on Tuesday at 10 
am, to say that county offices 
will be closed Wednesday at 8 
am, all day,” she said. “It would 
be a difficult task to go ahead 
and close the county offices for 
tomorrow. As much as I would 
like to say, ‘It would be great to 
close all county offices,’ how do 
you do that?

“I know with the assessor’s 
office and planning and building, 
people come in every day,” 
Angelo added. “How do we 
notice everybody that we will be 
closed tomorrow?” 

Supervisors John McCowen 
and Carre Brown agreed with 
Angelo; Fourth District Supervisor 
Dan Gjerde was absent because 
he had to be present at a jury 
selection process; Fifth District 
Supervisor Dan Hamburg also 
was absent, as he has been 
continuously since the October 
16 board meeting. 

Third District Supervisor 
Georgeanne Croskey said she 
would favor enacting the day of 
mourning at the local level. “I 
am aware it is a National Day of 
Mourning,” Croskey said. “All the 
federal offices will be closed, and 
the state offices. I’m sure that 
county offices will be closed.

“He was a great man, a great 
leader, and he sacrificed a lot for 
our country,” Croskey said. 

Her opinion, however, was 
outnumbered by the opinions 
of the other two supervisors 
present, and no action was taken. 

2017 Crop Report presented 
to board

The Department of Agriculture 
presented its 2017 Crop Report 
to the board Tuesday, bringing 
the department up to date with its 
crop reports.

Overall, the total gross 
agricultural value for all 
commodities in 2017 was $268 
million, up 10.8 percent from 
the 2016 gross value of $242.5 
million. 

Wine grapes led the pack with 
a value of $120 million. Timber 
was second with $102 million – 
the only time timber has broken 
the $100 million mark in the past 
10 years.

In 2017, 120.4 million board 
feet of commercial timber were 
cut in Mendocino County, making 
this county the fourth-largest 
producer of timber among 
California counties, behind 
Humboldt, Siskiyou and Shasta 
counties. 

However, it was a bad year 
for apples, with both production 
and price down. The value of 
the apple crop was $333,000, 
compared to $515,400 in 2016. 
Pears production dropped off 
slightly, both in number of acres 
and price. Total value of the 
pear crop was $14.5 million, as 
compared to $14.9 million in 
2016.

The county’s olive growers 
are now growing 115 acres of 
olives. The livestock industry 
is increasing slightly over 2016 
levels. The number of head of 
cattle increased by 200, to 8,300, 
as the price per pound dropped 
$2. The total gross income from 
beef sales was up $268,200 to 
$9.1 million. 

Sheep and lamb production 
increased by 200 head. The 
price increased by $4 a pound, 
with total cash value increasing 
by $100,000 to $628,500.

Hog production increased by 
40 head to 640 animals. The 
price increased by $4 a pound, 
meaning that total gross sales 
of pigs and hogs increased by 
$18,000 to $122,800.

Altogether, livestock 
production in Mendocino County 
increased by $336,840 to a total 
of $10,414,700.

Supervisors did not comment 
on the crop report, except 
to thank Commissioner of 
Agriculture Harinder Grewal for 
directing his staff to put the report 
together just three months after 
his staff finished the 2016 Crop 
Report. 

Usually crop reports come out 
some six to eight months after 
the close of each year. 

Cannabis farmer Casey O’Neill 
asked supervisors if they would 
direct Grewal to include cannabis 
production in the 2019 Crop 
Report. Supervisor McCowen felt 
it was an idea worth considering.

“Times are changing,” 
McCowen said. “The industry is 
coming above ground, one way 
or the other, so this is probably 
a discussion we should have at 
some future date.” 
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being formally sentenced by Judge Cindee 
Mayfield and taken to county jail.

Fallis’ girlfriend, 20-year-old Antonia Dulce 
Bautista Dalson of Covelo, will be sentenced 
December 11 after pleading no contest to 
helping Fallis elude law enforcement and 
attempting to hide firearms Fallis possessed 
illegally.

Dalson can be granted supervised probation 
with up to one year in the county jail or be 
sentenced to local prison for up to three years.

“A no contest plea to a felony charge is 
the same as a guilty plea for all purposes,” 
according to Mike Geniella, spokesman for the 
Mendocino County District Attorney’s Office.

Fallis’ four-year prison sentence may not be 
the end of his troubles, however. Sheriff Tom 
Allman has scheduled a press conference for 
2 pm on the Mendocino County Courthouse 
steps on December 6 to update his 
department’s efforts to find Khadijah Britton, 
the Round Valley woman Fallis was accused 
of kidnapping from an Airport Road home in 
February. The kidnapping charge was later 
dropped due to lack of evidence.

But search teams have been unable to 
find any trace of Britton since Fallis allegedly 
confronted her at gunpoint and the two drove 
off in his car.. I l

Significantly, agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation will join Allman, members of 
Britton’s family and officials of the Round Valley 
Indian Tribal Police Department at Thursday’s 
press conference.

It will be held on the east steps of the 
courthouse fronting State Street in Ukiah.

Negie Tony Fallis IV.

insurers to tell their clients about incentives for fire-
hardening their homes. Wood also introduced, and the 
Assembly passed, AB 2551, which encourages CalFire to 
continue its prescribed burn practices.

Wood introduced, and the Assembly passed, AB 2913, 
which requires building permits issued by local jurisdictions 
be valid for at least one year. 

He told supervisors that on Monday, December 3, the 
first day of the new legislative session, he introduced AB 
38, which addresses wildfire safety. The bill would create 
a statewide fire preparedness council and would stipulate 
that council be an umbrella council over numerous regional 
fire preparedness councils. 

The bill asks for $500 million to create a fund to provide 
loans for people who wish to harden their homes against 
fire. Wood said the loans will offer very low interest rates 
for low-income people. 

“I don’t think anybody expected the 2018 fire year would 
be worse than the 2017 fire year, but it was. And I don’t 
think the future looks any better for us right now,” Wood 
said. 

On health care, Wood enumerated the many bills he 
introduced, which were passed by the Assembly. These 
include AB 595, which establishes state oversight on major 
health plan mergers; AB 710, which amended the state’s 
Controlled Substances Act to enable doctors to legally 
prescribe Epidialet (a cannabis-based drug that has been 
successful in treating a rare form of epilepsy in children); 
AB 2760, which requires an inexpensive prescription of 
naloxone, an opioid antidote, when opioids have been 
prescribed to certain high-risk patients.

Another bill authored by Wood and passed by the 
Assembly provides that prescriptions can be sent 
electronically to the pharmacy. Wood said electronic 
prescriptions will reduce the incidence of fraud.

AB 315 would establish state oversight for pharmacy 
benefit managers, which Wood termed a “middleman 
between drug companies and insurance companies.” 
Wood said this sector of the health care industry had 
previously been completely unregulated. 

Wood has said a top priority for 2018 was his work 
co-chairing the Assembly Select Committee on Health 
Care Delivery Systems and Universal Coverage, and 
“putting forward recommendations on how to get universal 
healthcare for all Californians.”

In 2018, Wood introduced several bills that moved 
universal healthcare closer to reality. Two of those bills 
were taken up by Gov. Jerry Brown, who placed them into 
the state budget before the Assembly had an opportunity 
to pass them. One, AB 2501, created a statewide database 
on all healthcare spending. Another, AB 2517, asked for 
$5 million to create a council on healthcare systems. 
Brown put that money in the state’s 2018-19 budget, and 
Governor-elect Gavin Newsom is now in the process of 
selecting people to sit on the council. 

Wood introduced, and the Assembly passed, AB 2472, 
which directs the state to conduct a feasibility study on a 
public health option for Californians. 

Wood also presented supervisors with a brief snapshot 
of state government achievements in 2018, including 
setting aside record reserves of more than $16 billion and 
passing the strongest net neutrality laws in the nation, as 
well as the nation’s strongest workplace safety and sexual 
harassment laws.

Wood touted Senate Bill 901, which revamped the 
state’s disaster response guidelines, strengthened the 
state’s electrical grid, and protected ratepayers from 
bearing the brunt of the cost of utilities’ having to retrofit 
their infrastructure in the wake of the wildfires that have 
ravaged California in recent years.

Wood said he was one of two legislators who pushed for, 
and who got, inclusion of $1 billion in SB 901 for vegetation 
management. 

“Yes” (2,501 votes) to 24.21 percent voting 
“No” (799 votes). Turnout was 68.6 percent of 
voters in the fire district.

John Haschak is the Third District’s new 
county supervisor, winning by 57.72 percent 
(3,744 votes) to 41.70 percent for John Pinches 
(2,705 votes). Turnout in the Third District was 
68.5 percent. 

Greta Kanne, new member of the Willits 
City Council, was elected with 44.27 percent 
of the vote (1,066 votes), and incumbent Larry 
Stranske was returned as a councilmember, 
gaining 30.98 percent (746 votes). The third 
candidate for the two Willits City Council seats, 
Jeremy Hershman, won 24.21 percent (583 
votes). Overall turnout in the City of Willits was 
67 percent.

For Willits Unified School District election 
for school board, Jeanne King (23.97 percent, 
2,541 votes), Robert Chavez (20.70 percent, 
2,194 votes), and Paula Nunez (19.97 percent, 
2,117 votes) won the three long-term seats. 
Dianne McNeal received 19.05 percent (2,019 
votes), and Christopher Neary won 15.78 
percent (1,673 votes). There was also one 
short-term seat on the WUSD board, and Bob 
Colvig won that seat with 74.10 percent (3,122 
votes) to Dany Laurent’s 25.45 percent (1,072 
votes). Turnout in the school district was 69.1 
percent. 

Measure I, the cannabis excise tax for the 
City of Willits, won with 74.68 percent “Yes” 
(1,156 votes) to 25.32 percent “No” (392 votes). 

Countywide, 70.72 percent – or 33,966 – 
of the 48,032 registered voters in Mendocino 
County voted in the November 6, 2018 
election, according to the November 29 “Final 
Official Results” press release. 

As of 10 am on December 5, the California 
Secretary of State’s website reports an 
estimated 74,598 ballots remain to be reported 
statewide, from El Dorado, Humboldt, Imperial, 
Lake, Mariposa, Napa, Placer, Riverside, San 
Bernardino, San Diego, San Joaquin, San 
Mateo, and Santa Barbara counties.

Check out full local election results here:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/

assessor-county-clerk-recorder-elections/
current-election-results.

seven were released to other agencies, and four are still 
in custody,” Allman said. “Three were released to the 
community, and two requests were withdrawn.

“It is fair to say, with 4,700 bookings and only 31 of those 
ICE had any interest in, we’re certainly talking about a 
small percentage of 1 percent where this is coming up in 
line,” the sheriff said. 

Allman also read his department’s policy statement on 
immigration and law enforcement to supervisors: “The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office will equally enforce the 
laws and serve the public without regard to immigration 
status. No person will be held solely on the basis of their 
immigration status, unless a judicial warrant is being issued 
by a magistrate ordering such a hold.

“The immigration status of a person and the lack of 
immigration documentation should have no bearing on the 
manner in which sheriff’s office personnel execute their 
duties.” 

The agenda item was listed as a community forum 
on the information provided by Allman. According to the 
agenda item, Allman was to give his report and the public 
could comment on the item. However, after Allman gave 
his report, no one got up to comment.

Allman asked the supervisors if they had any questions, 
but there were none. 

Willits Weekly – 
the locally owned 

newspaper!
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Thursday, December 6
Senior Center Christmas Store: The Willits 
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road, invites 
everyone to their annual Christmas Store which 
runs through Saturday, December 8, from 10 am to 
2 pm daily. “Come see some of the fabulous finds.” 
New items put out regularly. Christmas décor and 
wrapping items, candles, ornaments, holiday cards, 
wreaths, advent scenes, See’s Candies and more. 
All proceeds go to senior center programs. For 
information: 459-6826.
Willits Farmers Market: The market is now 
indoors at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street for the winter, Thursday, December 6, 3 to 
5:30 pm. Veggies, fresh salad greens, local meats, 
sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory and 
sweet baked goods, including handcrafted bread. 
More: gift items, dog treats, jams and jellies and 
savory preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, 
fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire 
cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, 
the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
”Promise of Paradise”: In celebration and 
acknowledgement of the people who launched this 
watershed movement in local history a half-century 
ago, KZYX Radio 91.5 FM is now airing “Promise 
of Paradise: Back to the Land Oral Histories of 
Mendocino County,” every Thursday at 3:30 pm. 
The locally produced weekly program showcases 
the first-hand stories of dozens of the Mendocino 
County residents who came to the area with that 
storied wave of dreamers and builders. 
Thursday Twinkle Sip & Shop: Participating 
Main Street stores open until 8 pm every Thursday 
night during holiday season, with special deals and 
drinks. Look for lit-up Mason jars. Check downtown 
merchants’ Facebook and Instagram pages for 
details.
‘The Best Christmas Pageant Ever’: A special 
benefit sponsored by the Willits PEO will be held 
Thursday, December 6, 7 pm. Benefit tickets are 
$20 and available from Judy Corzine, 707-367-
3090. The hilarious and heart-felt holiday comedy 
at the Willits Community Theatre, 37 West Van 
Lane (behind Shanachie Pub). With a cast of 27, 
including 17 child actors, the story focuses on an 
annual church pageant that is hijacked and turned 
upside down by the Herdman kids, a rambunctious 
rough and tumble bunch from the wrong side of 
the tracks who turn the opening rehearsals into 
chaos. Through December 16, Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays at 7 pm, and Sunday matinees at 
2 pm. Tickets $15 to $20, at Mazahar, 38 South 
Main Street; online at brownpapertickets.com; or 
by phone 24/7 at 1-800-838-3006. Tickets available 
at door until sold out. 

Friday, December 7
Santa Photos: It’s time for Santa Photos at J.D. 
Redhouse! Photographer Maureen Moore of 
Mphotographress - Photos by Maureen Moore 
will be back at J.D. Redhouse & Company Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, 
December 7 through 9! 
Friday, December 7’s event 
will be from 5 to 7 pm. Digital 
images will be $5 each and 
will be available to download 
here: http://photographress.
zenfolio.com/pixwithsanta – 
check out past year’s photos 
here, too! Each day will be 
held as a 50/50 fundraiser 
for a different  local nonprofit 
group. No appointment 
needed, just come join in the 
fun! Pets, husbands, kids and 
friends welcome! ♥
Pearl Harbor Remembrance: on Friday, 
December 7, at 8 am, the American Legion Post 
174 will conduct a brief Flag Raising Ceremony 
in honor of National Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day, to honor and remember the 2,403 American 
citizens who were killed in the Japanese surprise 

attack on Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii on December 7, 
1931. Babcock Park (in 
front of the old Howard 
Hospital on Main Street. 
WCA Holiday Craft Fair: This 
32nd annual fundraiser for the 
Willits Center for the Arts is set for 
December 7 to 9, at two locations: 
the Willits Community Center, 
and upstairs in the Willits Art 
Center. Friday, December 7, 12 
to 7 pm at the community center, 
and 12 to 9 pm, upstairs at the 
WCA; Saturday, December 8, 10 
am to 6 pm at both locations, with 
Kid’s Fair at WCA from 10 am to 
2 pm; and Sunday, December 9, 
10 am to 4 pm at both locations. 
The Kid’s Crafts Fair is a special 
opportunity to buy handmade 
crafts from young craftspeople: very reasonably 
priced and creative. Free children’s crafting table. 
Live music in both locations. Delicious food from 
the Willits Charter School Culinary Program at 
the Community Center. Raffle with many beautiful 
pieces of artwork. All the proceeds benefit the 
Willits Art Center. 
Hot Winter’s Night: Willits High School’s 15th 
annual “A Hot Winter’s Night” December 7, 6:30 
to 8:30 pm. Celebrate the season with music, 
dance, poetry, and a visual arts exhibit. The WHS 
Concert Band and the new “Key ReCHOIRments” 
Choir. Dance performances and poetry readings; 
“singing our hearts out with Mrs. Jennifer Barrett.” 
Delicious soup dinner fundraiser from 5 to 6:30 pm 
in the Wolverine Cafe. Free sweet treats during 
intermission. Sober Grad homemade candy sales 
to raise funds for their graduation night party. The 
evening is a free gift to the 
community.
”Small Works”: Annual show 
of items from members of the 
Willits Center for the Arts opens 
Friday, December 7, at 6 pm 
for members, and 7 pm for the 
public. public. Extra open hours 
the first weekend in conjunction 
with the Holiday Craft Fair: 
Friday, December 7: 12 to 9 pm, 
Saturday, December 8: 10 am 
to 6 pm, and Sunday, December 
9: 10 am to 4 pm. Regular hours 
resume Wednesday, December 
12: 11 am to 5 pm, Wednesdays to Sundays.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Willits 
Community Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind 
Shanachie Pub), Friday, December 7, 7 pm. See 
December 6 listing for details.
Shanachie Pub: Jukebox Money and Tastes Like 
Chicken: Friday, December 7, 9 pm. “Jukebox 
money is a Northern California country and western 
band.” “Tastes like Chicken, a local Willits band 

puts out an eclectic mix of songs 
guaranteed to get you moving.” 
50B South Main Street. 

Saturday, 
December 8
Santa Photos: It’s time for 
Santa Photos at J.D. Redhouse! 
Photographer Maureen Moore 
of Mphotographress - Photos 
by Maureen Moore will be back 
at J.D. Redhouse & Company 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
December 7 through 9! Saturday, 

December 8’s event will be from 12 to 2 pm. See 
Friday, December 7 listing for details
WCA Holiday Craft Fair: Willits Community Center 
and Willits Center for the Arts. Saturday, December 
8. See December 7 listing for details. Look for 
Sober Grad homemade candy sales to raise funds 
for their graduation night party. 

Holiday Shopping Bazaar: 
Leopold Collective, 109 
North Main Street offers a 
chance to enjoy music, food 
and crafts and to do your 
holiday shopping. December 
8 and December 22, 11 am 
to 6:30 pm. Delicious treats 
and refreshments by ToLove 
Cookery. Info and to reserve 
vending spaces: 240-477-
0629.
Brookside School Holiday 
Bazaar and Craft Fair: “A 
wonderful day to share with 
friends.” Food, fun, raffle, 
prizes, 50/50 

raffle. Raffles will take place every 
15 to 30 minutes. Prizes vary from 
gift certificates to baskets and many 
others donated by local businesses. 
Santa will be at the bazaar from 11 
am to 2 pm to pose with your family 
for Christmas photos for only $5. “It’s 
a great way to get your Christmas 
card photo out of the way!” if anyone 
is interested in renting a table space, 
donating an item for raffle, purchasing 
raffle tickets or purchasing 50/50 
tickets to please call Alicia, 707-357-
6469. Brookside Elementary School, 
20 Spruce Street. Look for Sober 
Grad homemade candy sales to raise funds for 
their graduation night party. 
Downtown Scavenger Hunt: “Join some of our 

local businesses in a family 
fun-filled Scavenger Hunt 
on Saturday, December 8. 
Over $150 in gift certificates! 
Scavenger hunt clue list 
available at J.D. Redhouse 
after 11 am, Start finding one 
item in each store based on 
the clue provided. Your form 
must be turned in by 5 pm 
on December 8. No purchase 
necessary. All clues and rules, 
as well as a complete list of 
participating businesses, will 
be available at J.D. Redhouse 
on the day of the event. 

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Willits 
Community Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind 
Shanachie Pub), Saturday, December 8, 7 pm. See 
December 6 listing for details.
Shanachie Pub: Crosby 
Tyler: Saturday, December 
8, 8 pm. “Blend backporch-
bluegrass with Delta blues 
and add a keen sense of 
social commentary in a one-
man band.” Visit: crosbytyler.
com. 50B South Main Street. 

Sunday, 
December 9
Santa Photos: It’s time for Santa Photos at J.D. 
Redhouse! Photographer Maureen Moore of 
Mphotographress - Photos by Maureen Moore 
will be back at J.D. Redhouse & Company Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, December 7 through 9! 
Sunday, December 9’s event will be from 12 to 2 
pm. See Friday, December 7 listing for details
WCA Holiday Craft Fair: Willits Community Center 
and Willits Center for the Arts. Sunday, December 
9. See December 7 listing for details.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Willits 
Community Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind 
Shanachie Pub), Sunday, December 9, 2 pm. See 
December 6 listing for details.

31st Annual Willits Community 
Christmas Concert: Sunday, 
December 9, 6 to 9 pm. “Everyone 
is invited to come share an evening 
of music and song. Performances 
by: Emandal Chorale, Willits Charter 
School, Trillium, St. Francis of the 
Redwoods Episcopal Church, Ed 
Reinhart, Inland Valley Women’s 
Chorus, and many more! Hot apple 
cider and cookies served after the 
program.” Contact Roni McFadden 
for information. 707-391-5461. 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 265 Margie Drive.

Tuesday, 
December 11
Tightwad Tuesdays at the 
Noyo Theatre: All 2D movies 
that are in their second 
week are $5 on Tuesdays 
at the Noyo Theatre for 
all ages, all showings. 
This week’s Tightwad 
movies are all three films: 
“Creed II,” “Ralph Breaks 
the Internet,” and “Instant 
Family.” For showtimes: 
www.noyotheatre.com. 57 
East Commercial Street. 
459-6696.

Holiday Make and Take Craft Nights: The Willits 
Library in partnership with the Mendocino County 
Library will host Holiday Make and Take Crafts at 
390 East Commercial Street. Make whirly-gig toys, 
holiday greenery swags, and snowman 
ornaments. December 11 and 18, 5:30 to 
6:30 pm.
Open Studio Empowerment Event: 
Gratitude Gathering, December 11, 6 to 
8 pm, Cultivate Wellness Studio, Little 
Lake Grange, 291 School Street, room #4. 
“We are grateful for you, our clients and 
friends, and we want to give you a specials 
galore: all ‘Organic Remedies’ are on sale, 
books, tinctures and more. We will share 
our brand-new session offers for 2019, 
intentions, meditations and poetry!” Free 
admission, RSVP Michelle 707-972-1601 
or Claudia 707-371-6013.
Family Christmas Festival: Agape Bible Church, 
290 South Lenore Avenue. Tuesday, December 11, 

6:30 to 8:30 pm. Crafts, fun family 
pictures, caroling, bonfire and 
roasted marshmallows. Weather 
permitting, the event will be held 
outside. Dress in warm winter 
clothes. 459-1905.

Thursday,  
December 13
Twelve Days of Christmas 
Specials: Start looking for fun 
store deals daily leading up to 
Christmas beginning Thursday, 

December 13. Participating stores: Willits Power, 
Moon Lady, Monkey Wrench, Buttercups, Off the 
Cuff, JD Redhouse, Re-Evolution, Cat’s Meow, 
Mazahar, Tango, Mirror, Mirror, The Book Juggler, 
and more. Check out each store’s Facebook and 
Instagram for details. “Support the businesses in 
your community by shopping locally this holiday 
season.” 
“The Cannabis Hour”: “Do You Have a Clue? 
What’s in Mendocino County’s cannabis ordinance? 
Can you guess which regulations cultivators 
hate the most?” Attorney Hannah L. Nelson, who 
probably knows more about this county’s cannabis 
ordinance than anyone on the planet, will unravel 

some of its mysteries 
on the Cannabis Hour, 
Thursday, December 
13, 11 am on KZYX 
Radio, 91.5-FM. Find the 

archived show at http://jukebox.
kzyx.org/. 
Willits Farmers Market: The 
market is now indoors at the 
Little Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street for the winter, Thursday, 
December 13, 3 to 5:30 pm. 
Veggies, fresh salad greens, 
local meats, sausage and eggs, 
local grains, and savory and 
sweet baked goods, including 
handcrafted bread. More: gift 
items, dog treats, jams and 
jellies and savory preserves, 

olive oil and balsamic vinegar, fair trade chocolates, 
Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, knitted 
goods and jewelry, live music, the new edition of 
Willits Weekly, and more. 
Sherwood Corridor Celebration: The Sherwood 
Firewise Communities will celebrate the 
end of high fire season with cake and 
other refreshments, Thursday, December 
13, 6 to 6:30 pm at their monthly business 
meeting, 6:30 to 8 pm at the Brooktrails 
Community Room. Residents along the 
Sherwood Corridor will receive an update 
of SFC activities, review plans to prepare 
for a safe fire season in 2019.
Thursday Twinkle Sip & Shop: 
Participating Main Street stores open 
until 8 pm every Thursday night during 
holiday season, with special deals and 
drinks. Look for lit-up Mason jars. Check 
downtown merchants’ Facebook and 
Instagram pages for details.

“The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever”: Willits 
Community Theatre, 37 
West Van Lane (behind 
Shanachie Pub), Thursday, 
December 13, 7 pm. See 
December 6 listing for 
details.
Friday, December 14
Willits Weekly’s 6th 
annual Cookie Party: 6 
to 8 pm at Scoops Frozen 
Yogurt and Deli. Come 
sample cookies and vote for 
your favorite in the People’s 

Choice category or sign up to bake and hopefully 
win one of the perpetual tacky trophies for “Best 
Decorated,” “Judge’s Choice” or “People’s Choice” 
titles. Baking and tasting is free, request an entry 
form at willitsweekly@gmail.com or check out 
Willits Weekly’s Facebook page and event page 
“Willits Weekly Cookie Party” for more information. 
Questions: 972-7047.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Willits 
Community Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind 
Shanachie Pub), Friday, December 14, 7 pm. See 
December 6 listing for details.
Shanachie Pub: Los Troubadoux: Friday, 
December 14, 9 pm. “Traditional Covers & Original 
Songs in French, Spanish, English, Portuguese 
and Italian.” 50B South Main Street. 

Saturday, December 15
Holiday Lights: “The third Annual Holiday 
Lights, hosted by the Frank R. Howard 
Foundation. Saturday, December 15 to 
Monday, December 17, 5:30 to 8 pm. “This 
holiday event is for the whole community. 
Add some sparkle to your holiday season 
and watch your children’s faces light up for 
magical holiday light displays throughout 
the Commonwealth Garden. Bundle up 
and enjoy some festive holiday snacks 
from Roots Restaurant and warm up 

with a cup of hot cocoa or hot apple cider as you 
stroll through the enchanted winter wonderland.” 
Across from the Adventist Health Frank R. Howard 
Hospital. Proceeds will benefit The Caring Kitchen. 
Meet Santa: Saturday, December 15, 10 am to 2 
pm at the Little Lake Health Center, 45 Hazel Street. 
Bring your kids down to talk to Santa and join the 
elves for some face painting and holiday crafts. 
With special guests: Little Lake Fire Department 
and the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office. 456-
9600, littlelakehealthcenter.org.
Cloud Crest, The Palaces Tour: Live at Brickhouse 
Coffee, 3 South Main Street. Saturday, December 
15, 10:30 am to 12 pm. A traveling songwriter duo 
from Olympia, Washington.
KLLG Programmer Training: Saturday, December 
15, 1 to 5 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street. “This is the first step to being a Programmer: 
FCC rules, introduction to the studio and its 
equipment, introduction to Audacity Software, and 
an opportunity to discuss your program idea with 
our Programming Manager, Michael Foley.”
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Willits 

C o m m u n i t y 
Theatre, 37 
West Van 
Lane (behind 
S h a n a c h i e 
Pub), Saturday, 
D e c e m b e r 
15, 7 pm. See 
D e c e m b e r 
6 listing for 
details.
S h a n a c h i e 
Pub: Emerald 
City: Saturday, 
December 15, 
9 pm. “Emerald 

City is three local musicians playing original music, 
a blend of classic and contemporary rock with hints 
r & b, folk, gospel and reggae.” 50B South Main 
Street. 
Sunday, December 16
Holiday Lights: “The third Annual Holiday Lights, 
hosted by the Frank R. Howard Foundation. 
Sunday, December 16. See listing Saturday, 
December 15 for details.
Holiday Concert: Jazz Up Your Holidays: The 
Dorian May Quartet in concert featuring Dorian 
May on piano, Dorothea May on bass, Francis 
Vanek on sax, and Jazz singer Sharon Garner. 
Sunday, December 16, 4 to 6 pm. Saint Francis in 
the Redwoods Episcopal Church. Corner of Main 
and Commercial Streets. A benefit for Willits Daily 
Bread who provides free meals to anyone Monday 
through Thursday. $10 donation requested.
Lord’s Prayer: Dances of Universal Peace invites 
you to experience the Lord’s Prayer in its original 
language: Aramaic. “Each line is taught and 
translated into its authentic mystical meaning. A 
deep and powerful transmission of the message of 
the Christ.” Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street, 
Room 4, Sunday, December 16, 5 to 7 pm.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Final 
performance of the run today: Willits Community 
Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind Shanachie 
Pub), Sunday, December 16, 2 pm. See December 
6 listing for details.

AT THE MOVIES

‘Instant Family’
The Story: Very funny situation comedy with 
dramatic edges involving foster care families 
and emotionally bruised children. Husband Pete 
(Mark Wahlberg) and wife Ellie (Rose Byrne) 
become foster parents to three siblings whose 

real mama is a druggie-
slash-alcoholic serving time 
in prison. Bad past events 
have hurt the children, and 

when they are adopted, some quite predictable 
chaos occurs. Of course, love, laughter and 
honesty carry the day, and heartwarming family 
unity triumphs.
My Thoughts: I laughed a ton. I admit that I 
cried real tears at 
the end. Wahlberg 
is solid. Rose 
Byrne constantly 
surprises me. 
Isabela Moner 
who plays 
adopted 15-year-
old Lizzy is a 
great discovery, 
and the camera 
loves her. In 
supporting roles 
as social workers, 
the tag team of 
Octavia Spencer 
and Tig Notaro 
are brilliantly funny. Special shout-out to veteran 
actress Margo Martindale who plays Walhberg’s 
mother – she’s an explosion. This flick champions 
kindness and emotional commitment. I loved it. 
Parents: There are several non-explicit 
references to sex abuse of children, and there 
is a plot point involving teen sexting. Neither of 
which I would want to explain to small children. I 
think teens and up.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

What’s Happening Around Town

December 7, 8 & 9 at J.D. Redhouse

Fri: 5 to 7 pm, Sat & Sun: 12 to 2 pm

M

SANTA PHOTO TIME!

photographressMaureen Moore 707-972-7047

Senior 
Center 
Lunch

Week of December 10 
through December 14
Monday: Vegetable 
Lasagna
Tuesday: Steak 
Fajitas 
Wednesday: 
Hamburger Steak with 
Onion Gravy 
Thursday: Steamed 
Lemon Pepper Tilapia
Friday: Asian Sticky 
Chicken Drumsticks

Harrah Senior Center 
serves lunch five days 
per week from 11:45 
am to 1 pm. $6.50 for 
those 55 and older; 
$8 for those under 55. 
Includes soup, salad, 
entrée, vegetable, 
dessert, and drink. 
Salad Bar available all 
year. 1501 Baechtel 
Road. Info: 459-6826.

Holiday Concert:  
Jazz Up Your Holidays

December 16
The “Jazz Up Your Holidays” Holiday Fundraising 

Concert features The Dorian May Quartet in concert 
with some outrageously good Christmas music. 
Featuring Dorian May on piano, Dorothea May 
on bass, Francis Vanek on sax, and jazz singer 
Sharon Garner. They will fill your hearts with some 
jazzy holiday cheer. A benefit for Willits Daily Bread. 
Provides free meals to anyone Monday through 
Thursday. Sunday, December 16, 4 to 6 pm. Saint 
Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal Church. Corner 
of Main and Commercial streets. $10 donation 
requested. The church is completely wheelchair 
accessible.

Willits Children’s 
Christmas Program Hours

Need to drop off presents for the Willits Children’s 
Christmas Program for local kids? Want to help wrap 
some presents? Here are the hours at Santa’s HQ at 
the old Howard Hospital: Donations, wrapping and 
drop-offs: Monday through Friday, 4 to 7 pm; Saturday 
and Sunday, open at 11 am. Or call 354-1991 to arrange 
a drop-off time. 

You can also take your gifts to Coast Hardware, 101 
East Barbara Lane; The House Doctor, 65 North Main 
Street; J.D. Redhouse, 212 South Main Street; or the 
Willits Unified School District office during business 
hours, located at 1277 Blosser Lane, on the south 
side of the Blosser elementary campus. Thank you for 
supporting the Willits Children’s Christmas Program. 
Look for the tag trees listing wanted and needed items 
at various outlets around town. 

Sober Grad Candy Sales
December 1 to December 8

The Sober Grad Committee will be selling 
homemade candies just in time for Holiday Parties 
at the following venues: Hot Winter’s Night at Willits 
High School, December 7; concert begins at 6 pm; 
Kids Craft Fair at the Holiday Craft Fair (Kids Fair will 
be at the Willits Center for the Arts classroom this 
year): December 8, 9 am to 2 pm; and Brookside 
School Craft Fair, December 8, starts 10 am. All 
proceeds go to produce the Sober Grad Party on 
June 6, 2019.

A Gift of Vintage Stories
December 20

“A Gift of Vintage Stories” is “An Evening of Holiday Classic 
Tales,” Thursday, December 20, 7 to 8 pm, at the Mendocino 
County Museum. Create a magical holiday memory with your 
loved ones. Gather friends, family, and neighbors to experience 
beloved holiday tales like “The Gift of the Magi” and “A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales” read by performing artists Linda Pack and 
R. Bobby. Free to the public at the Mendocino County Museum, 
400 East Commercial Street. “’Tis the Season to gather together 
and listen to holiday stories!“

This Week 
at KLLG

“Talk About It,” 
hosted by Papa Joe, Live 
Wednesdays 4 to 5 pm. 
Willits building inspectors 
will be on December 12 
and Cici WIniger with 
Howard Hospital on 
December 19.

KLLG’s 2nd Annual 
Children’s Christmas 
Party: Tuesday 
December 18, 2 to 5 pm. 
Santa and his favorite 
elf will be in the station. 
Bring your own camera.

P r o g r a m m e r 
Training, Saturday, 
December 15, 1 to 5 
pm. This is the first step 
to being a Programmer: 
FCC rules, introduction 
to the studio and its 
equipment, introduction 
to Audacity Software, and 
an opportunity to discuss 
your program idea 
with our Programming 
Manager, Michael Foley.

Celebration 
for Sherwood 

Corridor Residents
December 13

The Sherwood Firewise 
Communities (SFC) will celebrate 
the end of high fire season 
by providing cake and other 
refreshments on Thursday, 
December 13, 6 to 6:30 pm at 

their monthly meeting. Business meeting will be from 6:30 to 8 pm at the Brooktrails 
Community Room. Residents along the Sherwood Corridor will receive an 
update of SFC activities and will review plans and available resources to prepare 
for a safe fire season in 2019. Current projects under way include securing and 
maintaining additional firebreaks that are also passable travel routes, establishing 
collection points for residents in the event of fire, and building a robust early warning 
communication system that complements other county agency systems. Everyone 
along the Sherwood Road Corridor is invited. 
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Darling Puppies
A new bunch of darling puppies have arrived! They are a 

Doberman/McNab mix, and way cute but very hard to tell apart! 
There are three males and four females that have received most 
of their puppy shots, and as soon as they are spayed/neutered 
they will be set to go! At 9 weeks old they are everything you 
would want in a puppy – sweet, cute, and a laugh a minute!

Their names are Cherry, Juniper, Laurel, and Cypress for the 
girls and Myrtle, Buckeye, and Cedar for the boys! Don’t worry, 
you can change the names! The best way to distinguish who’s 
who is in person, so come on down to meet them!

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County is located 
at 9700 Uva Drive, Redwood Valley. Open hours: 1 to 5 pm, 
Wednesday through Friday; and 11 am to 3 pm, Saturday and 

Sunday. Please give us a call at 707-485-0123 if you have questions. You 
can view all our adoptable dogs and cats on Petfinder or through our website: 
mendohumanesociety.com. To volunteer or help take the dogs for a walk, please 
join HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am for an orientation.

Singing Winston
Easygoing and handsome as can be, Winston is a canine singer! He promises 

to entertain you daily! This handsome guy might enjoy the company of another 
active, playful dog in his new home. He definitely loves play time in the yard with 
other shelter pups. He’d also be a great dog for a family with active kids who 
would include him in games and adventures.

Don’t you want to be the house on the block 
with the singing dog!?! Winston is a 2-year-old 
neutered male, mixed-breed dog who currently 
weighs 70 pounds.

The Ukiah Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road 
in Ukiah. Adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 pm, 
and Wednesday from 10 am to 6:30 pm. To view 
photos and bios of some of the other wonderful 
adoptable animals here, please visit at: www.
mendoanimalshelter.com. More info about 
adoptions: 707-467-6453. 

Help get every dog at the Ukiah shelter out 
for some exercise at the “Empty the Shelter” 
pack walk every second Saturday of the month, 
December 8 this month.

CLASSIFIEDS

Event Spaces 
Available

Event spaces available 
at the Willits Center for 
the Arts! • Great Room 
• Classroom • Ceramic 
Studio For inquiries, 
email manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 459-
1726. For additional 
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

For Rent
1 bedroom house for 
rent. Available Jan 1. 
$650/month. No pets/no 
smoking. Call: 707-459-
0373

Heartfelt 
Counseling

Divora Stern LCSW, En-
ergy Psychology, (707) 
354-9911. Cognitive Be-
havioral Therapy, EFT, 
Alternative Modalities 
Available Somatic/TRE, 
Art As Therapy. Seeking 
Help As A Strength. 716 
S. Main Willits. Partner-
ship & Medicare Accept-
ed 

Help Wanted
Shelter Support Staff: 
MUST HAVE excellent 
computer skills, MS Of-
fice, Google, Excel, all 
types of social media. 
Must be comfortable 
working with cats and 
dogs on a daily basis. 
Ability to lift 40 lbs. Abil-
ity to follow both written 
and verbal directions and 
work in a very fast paced 
environment. Excellent 
PR skills required. Pre-
vious experience working 
in a shelter or animal 
related field strongly 
desired. Please apply 
in person during regular 
business hours: Wed.-
Fri., 1pm to 5pm, and 
Sat.-Sun., 11am to 3pm. 
Humane Society for In-
land Mendocino County, 
Redwood Valley Office: 
707-485-0123. 

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & Hos-
pice is looking to fill the 
following positions: RN, 
PT- OT- ST & HHA F/T, 
P/T & Per Diem avail-
able. Call H/R Trudy at 
707-456-3230 or apply 
online at adventisthealth.
org. 

Amazing!!
Beef Special

John Ford Rancher’s 
Choice Box: 50 pounds 
of steaks, roasts and 
ground beef. $300 ($6/
pound), amazing deal! 
Natural ranch-raised 
grass fed beef, no 
hormones or antibiotics. 
Call now: 459-5193.

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC, Macintosh, Android 
and IOS devices. 
Repairs, configuration 
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.
com. 

Office Space 
for Rent

1 large space 3400’. 
Several small offices 
100’ & 270’. Call Megan 
972-8776 or Margie 459-
6874. 

Organic Walnuts
Organic Chandler 
Walnuts from Lakeport, 
about 5 weeks old (that’s 
fresh). 10 lb bags in shell 
$25., 1 lb bags shelled 
$10. Brenda: 459-9335.

RV/Trailer Space 
for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers $425 per 
month, includes water 
& garbage. Close to 
Safeway in Willits. Call 
Tony (707) 354-1848. 
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog

707-367-6182, Willits

Santa Photos at 
J.D. Redhouse

Santa will be making 
his annual fundraising 
appearance at J.D. 
Redhouse on December 
7, 8 and 9! Friday, 12/7: 
5 to 7 pm, Saturday 12/8 
and Sunday 12/9: 12 to 
2 pm No appointments, 
just stop by for your $5 
digital photo!

The Gift of Music
Consider giving the 
gift of music-making 
to a loved one this 
winter. Music lessons 
with Maggie Graham, 
(Pianist, M.A. Degree). 
Reasonable rates, rare 
openings now. 459-
2305. 

Traveling Notary 
Public

Traveling Notary Public: 
Tabitha Sue Atkinson – “I 
come to you” – Personal 
Assistant; Driver, Office 
Work, Blog Writer, 
Organizer. Needlework 
Tutor; Knitting and 
Crochet. 707-972-4211

Volunteers Needed
Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital is 
looking for positive 
members of the 
community to volunteer 
in the gift shop, 
in format ion/greet ing 
desk, hospitality cart and 
the garden. Hours are 
flexible and can include 
weekends. More info? 
Call 456-3245.

Ads are $10 for 
30 words for 2 

weeks! Send us 
yours now!

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

Email us your ad at 
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Current Job Openings:
Applications Developer/Analyst I/II
Assistant Clerk-Recorder/Registrar

Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Eligibility Specialist I/II/III

Equipment Superintendent
Library Assistant - Point Arena/Part-time

Mapping Coordinator
Mental Health Rehabilitation Specialist

Registered Nurse
Road Maintenance Worker I/III/IV

Senior Library Technician
Supervising Public Health Nurse

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

3 Free Peace of Mind Tire Protection
3 Free Lifetime Tire & Mileage Care

VALUE THAT GETS BETTER BY THE MILE.

WILLITS 
1565 S. MAIN ST. 
707-459-5938

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM ALL OF US AT

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business
Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church

ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)

Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 11:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School - 11:15 a.m.
459-2855

Facebook: www.facebook.com

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 707-456-9934

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714

Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month 

family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066

Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday

ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies

Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor

459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:

Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School  

following the service.
(707) 459-2988

24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass -
9:00 a.m. English

10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Online: www.basroofing.com   Email: basroofing@live.com

Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties

    W.C. & G.L. insured

Ca. Lic # 927007       
Residential 

& Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

YOU'RE

INVITED!

Willits Weekly's
6th Annual Christmas Party!

at Scoops Frozen Yogurt & Deli

Come celebrate with us!

Info: 707-459-2633 or 707-972-7047

Friday, December 14 
from 6 to 8 pm

Cookie Tasting & Voting
Live Music & Merriment

 500 D. Pinoleville Dr.    UKIAH, CA.
277 N. Lenore Ave.   WILLITS, CA

707-459-9116

Wrestling | Taylor Pardue 
16, Junior

How Long Playing the Sport: This is her second year.
Love of the Sport: “It’s fun to do. I really bond with other people.”
Other Sports Played: Cheerleading and swimming

Taylor wrestled three matches on Friday on her way to the gold. 
She improved with every match and is a positive role model for our 
team.

 – Submitted by Head Wrestling Coach Brian Bowles

Wrestling | Ryan Rodriguez 
17, Senior

How Long Playing the Sport: Seven years
Love of the Sport: “It makes you think and challenge yourself.”
Other Sports Played: None

Ryan pinned every opponent on his way to the gold. His positive 
work ethic and tenacious attitude shows me that he is a true 
Wolverine wrestler.

– Submitted by Head Wrestling Coach Brian Bowles

COLUMN | Cannabis Diary

Singer Willie Nelson to 
receive award at 15th 
annual Emerald Cup

By Jane Futcher
Singer/songwriter Willie Nelson will be on hand to receive an 

award at this year’s 15th Annual Emerald Cup in Santa Rosa on 
Sunday, December 16. The 2018 Cup will mark Nelson’s first-ever 
appearance at a large-scale cannabis event.

“We have a great deal of respect and admiration for Willie, who 
is graciously allowing the Cup to honor future individuals with an 
award that will remain in his name,” said Laytonville’s Tim Blake, 
founder and producer of the Cup. “An unwavering ability to stand 
true in his beliefs and refusal to accept society’s rigid set of rules are 
only part of what makes Willie the perfect individual to be recognized 
as a hero to the cannabis world.”

Past award honorees include: Pebbles Trippet, Eddy Lepp, 
Valarie Corral, Jack Herer, Ed Rosenthal, Tony Serra, Dennis 
Peron, Debby Goldsberry, Martin Lee, Mikki Norris, Chris Conrad, 
Fred Garner, Dale Geringer and Steph Sherer.

Co-hosting this year’s celebration will be Ngaio Bealum, 
American comedian, musician, writer, actor, activist, juggler and 
publisher. Ngaio co-hosted “Cannabis Planet” and published West 
Coast Cannabis Magazine, and most recently appeared on Netflix’s 
cannabis cooking contest show, “Cooking on High.”

Musical acts on Saturday, December 15 include: Gogol Bordello, 
Protoje, Chali 2NA, Cut Chemist, New Orleans’ Dirty Dozen Brass 
Band, and Nattali Rize, as well as Rising Appalachia, indie hip-hop 
artist Lyrics Born, and Mike Love.

On Sunday, December 16, bands featured are: Big Gigantic, 
STS9, Margo Price, Antibalas, Dirty Dozen Brass Band, the Funky 
METERS, Los Angeles-based soul ensemble The Elevaters, and 
Brooklyn-based afrobeat band Antibalas.

Away from the party circuit, dozens of industry experts, artists and 
educators will address emerging issues, among them: Dr. Bonnie 
Goldstein; Lori Ajax, chief of the Bureau of Medical Cannabis 
Regulation; and 
Emerald Triangle 
activists Casey 

O’Neill, Swami Chaitanya 
and Nikko Lastreto, Kristin 
Nevedal, Hezekiah Allen, 
Genine Coleman, and 
many more.

The Cup’s annual 
cannabis competition spans 
multiple categories, among 
them flowers, concentrates, 
edibles, CO2 cartridges, 
topicals and a range of 
CBD categories. 

Tickets are available 
for purchase through the 
Emerald Cup website, 
as well as ticket retailer 
Eventbrite. Weekend 
passes start at $120, and 
attendees must be over the 
age of 21. 
Festival Details

The 15th Annual Emerald 
Cup is set for Saturday, 
December 15 and Sunday 
December 16 at the Sonoma 
County Fairgrounds, 1350 
Bennett Valley Road, in 
Santa Rosa. Doors open at 
10 am. Admission varies; 
a weekend pass starts at 
$120. 21+ only. Tickets: 
https://emeraldcup2018.
eventbrite.com. VIP 
Emerald Passes & 
Travel Packages: www.
c identer ta inment .com/
events/emerald-cup/
Jane Futcher hosts “The 
Cannabis Hour” every other 
Thursday at 11 am, on KZYX 
Radio/Mendocino County 
Public Broadcasting. 
Futcher is the author of five 
books, including “Women 
Gone Wild,” a memoir 
about moving to Mendocino 
County. 

Read the rest of
Award Over on Page 11

The rest of
Award From Page 10

Taylor Pardue Ryan Rodriguez
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Rain Totals in Willits
Precipitation in the Willits area as of November 28

(Note: Willits Weekly’s “rain year” started September 29, with the first local rains.)

National Weather Service, Willits Howard Ranger Station 9.16” 
           as of 12/5/2018 at 12 pm
Mendocino College North County Center 8.85” 
           as of 12/5/2018 at 12 pm
High Horse Willits 10.53”  
           as of 12/5/2018 at 12 pm   
Highway 20, Willits 10.28”  
           as of 12/5/2018 at 12 pm
Lucky Monkey’s Ranch, 2 miles west of Willits  8.28” 
          as of 12/4/2018 at 11 pm

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Tell the Insurance
“I Choose Yokums!”

1619 South Main Street • Willits

707-459-9385
yokumsbodyshop.com

Tucked in an alley behind the Shanachie Pub, is one of 
the creative gems of Willits. The building, previously used 
as a Volkswagen repair shop, has been occupied for the 
last 43 years by the Willits Community Theatre, which has 
been producing quality plays and, in more recent years, 
musical concerts for the people of the town, many of whom 
have participated in the productions. 

This night, the Willits Community Theatre Gala on 
Saturday night, was all about community, those who help 
on stage, behind the scenes, or add their financial support 

in keeping the doors open. The small 
lobby was filled with people, many 
of them major sponsors, who had 
come to honor the latest recipient of 

the WCT’s Lifetime Achievement Award, Creek Norris, and 
to see the latest production, “The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever,” by Barbara Robinson. 

Norris, the current president of the WCT board of 
directors, spoke about the other recipients of the award in 
the past and their value to the theater. He has known and 
worked with most of them during his tenure.

“This is the 20th Lifetime Achievement Award they have 
given out,” Norris said. “I’ve actually worked with 16 of 
them, all good friends of mine and all my mentors. They 
brought me along. I started in the mailroom and eventually 
ended up president of the board.”

House Producer Mike A’Dair, one of the founders of 
WCT, gave the award and statuette to Norris. “I’m proud 
to give the Lifetime Service Award to Creek Norris. Creek 
is a man of action, a fixer, a repairman, a troubleshooter, a 
take-charge guy who, along with his wife, Kitty Norris, has 
produced nearly 80 music concerts as fundraisers for WCT 
since 2010.

“As part of the requirements for producing these 
concerts,” A’Dair continued, “Creek has taught himself how 
to be a sound engineer and has spent over $2,000 of his 
own money on sound equipment. He videos all the shows 
and keeps them in his magic archive. Creek is also the 
poster designer for the theater. He has personally designed 
the posters for the last 27 of our Main Stage shows.

“He took a leading role in the painting of the playhouse in 
the summer of 2013. It was typical of Creek that he rented, 
at his own expense, the cherry picker that allowed him to 
paint the upper reaches of the playhouse. He stretched the 
5 gallons of lime green paint to the utmost, even watering it 
down with another gallon of almost lime green paint. 

“Being a dedicated supporter of the theater,” A’Dair said, 
“has pushed Creek into some roles that he didn’t want 
and that he never expected that he would ever assume. 
Creek became a board member in 2013, and he laid back 
in silence for a couple of years, hardly saying a word. Then 
he became the vice president in 2015 because, as we 
all know, you don’t have to talk if you’re vice president. 

But after the departure of our former president, Jennifer 
O’Brien, Creek became the president of the board, and as 
president, he’s been a steadying and clarifying influence.

“Soundman, poster man, playhouse painter, 
troubleshooter, diplomat, board officer, board president, 
seeker of truth and problem solver,” A’Dair concluded. 
“He’s been an essential member of the community theater 
for most of the past decade. We are honored and pleased 
to present him with this beautiful Lifetime Service Award.”

After receiving the award, Norris thanked A’Dair for 
mentoring him, thanked Chrystina Patterson for her 
excellent work as managing director, and thanked the 
donors for their contributions in keeping the doors of the 
theater open. Then it was time for the play.

Despite the intricacies and problems inherent in 
producing a play with about 20 kids ranging from 4 years 
of age to mid-teens, director Robert Ford seems to have a 
knack for bringing out stellar performances from the young 
thespians.

The plot: It is time for the yearly Christmas pageant, and 
the usual experienced director has broken her leg and 
has insisted that one of the mothers take over – who is 
less than thrilled at the prospect. To complicate matters 
further, the ruffian Herdman kids, all six of them, have 
decided to join the cast this year, mostly for the free food. 
They quickly take over and grab the most important roles. 
Pandemonium ensues hilariously. 

All the kids bring their individual and distinct personalities, 
creating a production full of humor and warmth. Especially 
noteworthy is the performance of Sylvia Wartell, who plays 
the eldest Herdman girl. She brings life and personality 
to the role and almost has the audience rooting for her. 
Kaya Butler, 4-year-old angel portrayer, melted hearts in 
the audience.

Also worthy of mention, is the set design by Steve 
Marston, that did a reveal from the interior of a home to 
the church in minutes through the use of multi-jointed flats. 
Kevin Moore’s lighting was, as usual, spot on.

Willits Community Theatre is an asset to the town. 
It is a place where actors, directors, lighting people and 
musicians can share their talents with the community. Next 
year will bring a music concert by Scottish group, The 
Fire, in January. “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” runs 
December 6 through December 16, Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays at 7 pm, and some Sunday matinees at 2 
pm. 

The next Main Stage play is “Clue, the Musical” – 
with audience participation. “Clue, the Musical” will play 
February 8 through 24 next year. Tickets for upcoming 
shows – see www.wct@willitsonline.com for more info – 
can be purchased through www.BrownPaperTickets.com, 
or call WCT at 459-0895.

WCT Gala
Willits Community Theatre thanks its supporters and honors Creek Norris

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Above, from left: Christopher Martin sips his champagne. Board member Kitty Norris, at right, and Theater Manager Chrystina 
Patterson work the box office. Producer of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” Mike A’Dair and Bill Barksdale pose together at the 
Willits Community Theatre Gala. 
At right, from top: WCT’s Lifetime Achievement Award recipient Creek Norris smiles for the camera. Theater supporters mingle near the 
concession stand at the WCT Gala. Mike A’Dair speaks about WCT’s Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, Creek Norris. Brian Weller 
clinks champagne glasses with a friend at the WCT Gala.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Willits Weekly  
The locally owned 

newspaper!

REMINDER:
December 20, 2018 will 

be our last edition of the 
year, and we will resume 

printing on January 10, 2019

Benefit Concert for
Willits Daily Bread

December 16, 4-6 p.m.
Saint Francis Episcopal Church
Corner of Main and Commercial
Willits Daily Bread serves four evening 
meals each week to hungry people, to 
everyone and anyone, no questions 

asked. “Jazz Up Your Holidays” with the 
Dorian May Quartet. Familiar standards 

beautifully sung mixed with some
lesser known Christmas Jazz.

$10 donation requested.

707-459-2426 (H) 707-354-0520 (C)

The rest of
WPD From Page 4

The rest of
Artisans From Page 5

from
Kimberly’s

Jewelry!
We wish your families and friends 

love and good health.
Thank you for shopping local.

Larry, Virginia
and family

75-A S. Main Street,
Willits 95490
(707) 459-0111

Wed 10-5 ~ Fri & Sat 10-3

Add a gift to your
loved one’s stocking!

White Gold, Black Hills
Jewelry and Lots More!

Happy
Holidays!

cultivated and planted in reclaimed planters. Both are 
great options for gift-giving this holiday season. 

Don’t forget a person’s best friend when holiday 
shopping! Shannon Furr, herbalist and owner of Odin’s 
Organics, will be at the Craft Fair with her organic dog 
treats. These treats, made by Furr locally at the Little Lake 
Grange commercial kitchen, are made from locally sourced 
organic vegetables, fruits and honey. Her bestselling treat, 
Pumpkin Cranberry, is good for dogs with inflammatory 
issues and gut problems. The treats come in three different 
sizes and are so fresh that they need to be kept in the 
refrigerator after opening.

Furr has just purchased a freeze dryer so that she 
can add locally raised game treats to her lineup. These 
new treats are made from local rabbits, bison, turkey and 
chicken. Shelf life for these freeze-dried treats will be 20 
years! She won’t have these new items at this fair, but 
watch for them in the future at your local farmers market. 

Puzzling over gifts for the holidays? Jacki Pealatere, of 
Pícaro Gordo, will once again be showcasing her hand-
cut wooden puzzles, ornaments, and portraits of animals. 
If you don’t see the animal 
you want for sale, just 
ask Pealatere to create a 
custom design.

The Garlic People will 
return with their organic 
garlands, wreaths and 
Christmas ornaments. All 
the ingredients are grown 
on their Trinity County 
property. Co-owner Colleen 
Ferrara shared that new 
items this year include chili 
garlands, ornamental corn 
swags, and two varieties of 
organic garlic. 

Erwin and Juliet Ludwig 
of Ukiah combined their 
talents and initials to create 
JandE Crafts, a unique 
business that specializes 
in creating their signature 
magnetic wooden knife 
holders. The rarity of 
magnetic wood products 
has led to them branching 
out to creating redwood burl 
cutting boards and boxes, 
craft handles, and mosaic 
pins for high-quality steel 

knife blanks, forging knives, and recently, leather crafts 
for sheaths, holsters and belts. Juliet does most of the 
forging of the knives and the finishing work of grinding and 
polishing is done by Edwin. “I like to say that we make 
nature’s art into functional pieces, or “functional art.”

Edwin, a scientist who returned to the woodworking 
his father taught him as a young child, shared that during 
the past summers, he has also built eight tiny houses on 
wheels, with “every one getting better while incorporating 
new designs.” 

Adding to the excitement, the “Small Works” show will 
open in the downstairs gallery on Friday, December 7, from 
7 to 9 pm, with the members’ hour at 6 pm. This show will 
continue through the month of December and will feature 
WCA-member artists in the Willits community. The Holiday 
Craft Fair and the “Small Works” opening make for a fun 
and artsy-packed weekend. Remember, supporting your 
local art center, supports our local artists!

For questions about the Holiday Craft Fair, please 
contact Bonnie Belt, at 459-4792 or belt.bonnie@gmail.
com.

South Main Street.
11:42 am: Officers responded to a report of illegal 

camping in the 200 block of North Main Street.
12:04 pm: Officers initiated a missing person investigation 

in the 100 block of East Mendocino Avenue.
3:07 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run vehicle collision 

investigation in the 1200 block of South Main Street.
3:30 pm: Officers responded to a domestic disturbance 

in the 1600 block of South Main Street.
3:31 pm: Officers responded to a report of vandalism in 

the 100 block of Sanhedrin Circle.

December 2
7:03 pm: WILLIAMS Jr., William (26) of Willits was 

contacted in the 200 block of South Main Street. He was 
arrested pursuant to 1203.2 PC (Violation of Probation)

1501 BAECHTEL RD.
WILLITS

707-459-6826

Now thru Dec. 8, 2018

Come see some of the fabulous fi nds
in our Christmas Store! All proceeds

go to senior center programs.

Christmas StoreChristmas Store

Mon-Fri. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Closed on Sunday

Above: The first snow on the mountains this season. A view of Darby Peak, Impassable Rock and Mount Sanhedrin looking east, from the home of John Wagenet, 6/10s of a mile up Sherwood Road. 
Wagenet took the photo on Sunday December 2 at about 3 pm.

Willits Weekly welcomes reports of rain and other weather 
information at willitsweekly@gmail.com.

Photo by John Wagenet

As November 2018 ended, extensive snow dropped over 
California’s Sierra Nevada, providing the first significant 
snowfall of the winter for much of the region.

Mountain snowpack provides about 30 percent of the 
yearly fresh water supply for California. 

This season has started slowly. As of November 15, 
California had below normal snow water equivalent, a 
measurement of how much water you would get if all of the 
snow melted at once.

On November 30, Yosemite National Park finally received 
its first major winter snow, totaling about 27 inches in some 
areas. Several ski resorts around Lake Tahoe reported 
more than a foot of snowfall on December 2.

Currently, California’s average snowfall stands at 5.7 

inches, or about 20 percent of the state’s total on April 
1, the official end of the rain and snow season, but 108 
percent of state normal for this date.

High pressure building into the area will bring mainly 
clear and dry conditions though Friday, according to the 
National Weather Service. Several winter weather systems 
will bring periods of rain and mountain snow over the 
weekend and into early next week.

Although Mendocino County’s burn ban has been lifted, 
CalFire reminds residents to use caution while conducting 
debris or agricultural burns. During a November 30 
rainstorm, more than 37 acres were charred when embers 
from a debris burn along Eastside Potter Valley Road set 
nearby grass on fire. 

– Dan McKee

Snowy Mountains and Wet Weather

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant

www.mendolegaldocs.com
459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits
I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,

Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.
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COBURN’S
CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.

CA LIC #392108
Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• IFC Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490
707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

Saturday, December 15th
10 am TO 2 pm

AT LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER

Bring your kids down to talk to Santa
and join the elves for some face painting and holiday crafts!

SPECIAL GUESTS: Little Lake Fire Department and Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office  

45 Hazel St, Willits, CA 95490 • (707) 456-9600 • littlelakehealthcenter.org

MCHC Health centers is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Traiga a sus hijos para hablar con Santa y sus elfos  y acompáñenos 
a pintar caras y a hacer actividades para las fiestas!

INVITADO ESPECIAL: Little Lake Fire Department and Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office  

Above, from left: Chamber volunteer Genevieve Van Meter spins the door prize raffle barrel at the Willits Chamber of Commerce mixer Saturday night. Lisa 
Davis of Scoops Frozen Yogurt and Deli catered the mixer which included a lovely tray of nuts, meats, cheeses and veggies. Gerry and Barbarie Gonzalez visit 
with a chamber mixer attendee and his furry friend, left. Already making things happen from her new office, new chamber coordinator, Lila Van Meter, right, and 
her daughter and chamber volunteer Genevieve, center, meet with Jessica Pena of ABC Willits who is interested in having some of her clients become possible 
chamber volunteers. At left, from top: Nils Rule-Gustafson smiles with wife Lila Van Meter, and Lila’s daughter, Genevieve at the Willits Chamber of Commerce. 
Van Meter speaks with Pena about volunteer opportunities. Frankie J was one of the performers at Saturday’s mixer. Below: Nothing like a quick group photo of 
Willits Chamber of Commerce mixer attendees, and a few visiting elves, too. 

Having the understanding of the digital 
importance needed to help propel businesses 
forward, Van Meter looks to inspire and 
educate Willits’ local businesses to widen 
their customer base by starting to build and 
maintain and online presence. Van Meter is 
continuing her work with the West Company 
as a specialty advisor, and her involvement 
with Leadership Mendocino to maintain 
her networking and connections with other 
business professionals and to allow her to 
keep tabs on new opportunities and resources 
that become available to help businesses 
succeed in the changing times.

Changing times also brings forth the 
controversy of the cannabis industry, an 
industry which Van Meter supports to be 
included in the Willits business realm.

“Two of the biggest challenges I see for 
Willits are the bypass, obviously, but also the 
cannabis industry,” said Van Meter. “Many of 
those who have been in the industry in the 
past have basically been running their own 
independent small business already for years, 
and maybe with the change of things, they 
can take those entrepreneurial skills and open 
other businesses in town.”

Van Meter also asked the chamber board 
of her directors about her ability to reach out 
and recruit legally operating businesses in the 
cannabis industry, and they said she could. 
Van Meter also sees this as a way to help 
drive incoming business, tourism and revenue 
for the city and helping it evolve into another 
way to support Willits’ business industry.

Educating businesses on the value and 
importance of the chamber is another goal for 
Van Meter, who aims to take an inclusive and 
all-encompassing approach to moving Main 
Street and other Willits businesses forward, 
together.

“I want to help the businesses come together 
and have the chamber be an advocate for 
them towards the city,” explained Van Meter. 
“We can get ideas and plans going, and then I 
can help make the process of getting the city’s 
approval, permits, and other factors flow.”

Starting up new traditions – Willits Light 
Parade? The Great Race? – bringing back 
old favorites – Kinetic Carnivale? Two-day 
Memorial Day Car and Bike Show? – and 
looking for feedback and input from the 
community is all on her mind.

“I made a post on Facebook asking if anyone 
would be interested in trying to do a Willits 
version of the Ukiah Light Parade,” said Van 

Meter, “We had 300 likes and 60 to 70 positive 
comments pretty quickly. We had people 
who were offering to help and volunteer and 
offering suggestions for improvements, too.”

Van Meter is also looking into moving the 
Tree Lighting ceremony back to the Babcock 
Park, from the current location in front of the 
Mendocino County Museum. This year’s tree 
lighting was held during the evening hours 
on December 1, and with the help of the City 
of Willits, one of the larger trees was strung 
with lights and created a large, impressive 
illumination in comparison to the smaller tree 
that is usually lit. A small crowd gathered to 
watch the lighting before moseying down to 
the chamber office where a small mixer was 
held.

Lisa Davis and Nellie Larsen of Scoops 
Frozen Yogurt and Deli catered the event 
with around 20 or so community members in 
attendance. The slightly lower turnout was a 
bit of a benefit of those who did brave the cold 
to come; the odds increased to win the half-
a-dozen door prizes available, which included 
a wreath from Scoops, two bottles of wine, 
gift certificates to local restaurants including 
Lumberjacks, Old Mission Pizza and more.

To learn more about the chamber or to get 
involved with local projects, contact Van Meter 
at 459-7910.

The rest of
Chamber From Page 1

”Being Still” Art Show: Paintings by Judy Chance Hope 
at Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main Street. Exhibit through 
December 31.
Prints Art Opening: Local artist Jazz-minh Moore shows 
her prints at ReEvolution Gallery, 15 West Mendocino Street. 
Works range from portraits to non-figurative collages and 
tiny musician drawings. Exhibit through December 31. www.
jazzminh.com. 
Vintage Toys Exhibit: The Mendocino County Museum, 
400 East Commercial Street, hosts an exhibit of vintage toys. 
Runs through March 18, 2019. Explore toys of the past. Open 
Wednesday through Sunday. 10 am to 4:30 pm. Info: 459-
2736.
Brown Bag Lunch Program: Lunch served to the hungry 
in the City Park across from the Willits Police Station every 
Saturday at 1 pm. If rain: Under the overhang at City Hall, 
across the street. Served by various community-minded 
organizations. For information, call the Food Bank at 459-
3333.
Boomer’s Friday Night Karaoke: 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday 
of every month, Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 Highway 101, 
Laytonville. 9 pm to 1 am. No Cover. 21+ Please bring I.D. 
Hosted by DJ-Ken Steely Entertainment with KJ/DJ-Ken 
Steely & Anna. Come for dinner, stay for the fun. 
Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings at Howard Memorial 
Hospital: Held once a week on Mondays, 6 to 7 pm in the 
Seabiscuit Conference Room. Open to everyone and anyone 
who needs support recovering from alcoholism. Info: Cici at 
456-3591 
Willits Farmers Market: Now indoors at the Little Lake 
Grange, 291 School Street, winter hours: 3 to 5:30 pm. 
Veggies, fresh salad greens, local meats, sausage and eggs, 
local grains, and savory and sweet baked goods, including 
handcrafted bread. More: gift items, dog treats, jams and 
jellies and savory preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, 
fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire cider, 
crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, the new edition of 
Willits Weekly, and more. 
Emandal Chorale: The Chorale is open to all who wish to 
sing a cappella songs of peace and justice. Every Wednesday 
from 5 to 6:30 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street. Info: 367-1573.
Friday Potluck Bingo: Harrah Senior Center presents 
Potluck Bingo on Friday nights. Doors open at 5 pm; games 
begin at 5:30 pm. Minimum bingo buy-in $5. 1501 Baechtel 
Road. Info: 459-6826. 
Weekly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group: 
Every Thursday, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the Conference Room 
at Willits Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-1941.
German Conversation Class: Ongoing non-denominational 
German conversation/book reading class is open to new 
members (middle to advanced German speakers). No charge, 
but donations gladly accepted. St. John Lutheran Church, 24 
Mill Creek Drive. Mondays from 7 to 8:30 pm. Info: Doris Wier, 
456-9246.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday 
at 6:30 pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 
456-9425 or honemann@yahoo.com.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint 
Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East 
Commercial Street. Every 2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone 
is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Willits Library Activities: Tuesdays: 3:30 to 4:15 pm, “The 
Storyteller”: fun interactive stories. Wednesdays: 11 to 11:45 
am “Play Group,” and 3 to 4:30 pm “Lego Day” (bring your 
imagination and start building); Thursdays: 3:30 to 4:30 pm 
“Therapeutic Coloring.” Willits Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street. Info: 459-5908.
Willits Seed Lending Library: Offering information on 
seed saving and gardening. Seeds of flowers, herbs, and 
vegetables are free to seed library members, and seed 
donations are gladly accepted.
Al-Anon Meeting: Thursday nights from 5:30 to 6:30 pm at 
the Baechtel Creek Village Community Room (behind Rite-
Aid) at the Evergreen Shopping Center. Saturdays at 10 am 
at St. Francis Episcopal Church Fellowship Hall, 66 East 
Commercial Street. “Al-Anon Family groups are a fellowship of 
relatives and friends of alcoholics who share their experience 
strength and hope to solve their common problems. We 
believe that alcoholism is a family illness and that changed 
attitudes can aid recovery.
Drop-In Knitting Circle: Every Saturday of the month, 
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East 
Commercial Street. “Bring your own projects or your yarn and 
needles; we have people who should be able to help solve 
problems and/or help you learn to knit or crochet. Sign-ups are 
not necessary – everyone is welcome to drop in.” Info: Lotus 
Baker at 456-9037, or lotusb3@earthlink.net.
Soroptimists International of Willits: Women’s service club 
aimed at the betterment of girls and women. Meets second 
and third Tuesdays of every month, noon to 1 pm, at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church Hall, 24 Mill Creek Drive. Women 
interested in community service are welcome; new members 
are encouraged to join at any time.
Weekly Life Changes Discussion and Support Group: 
Wednesdays from 10 to 11:30 am. In the Conference Room at 
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from 
Smoking” class sponsored by Adventist Health Howard 
Memorial. Every Wednesday at AHHM’s Roots Restaurant, 1 
Marcela Drive, 6 to 7 pm. Register today: 540-4208. Walk-ins 
are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body 
Works Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 3 to 5 pm. Karate: Thursday, 
Little Dragons-ages 3 to 6, 5:15 to 6 pm. Youth Karate-ages 6 
to 11, 6 to 7 pm; Tweens to Adults-ages 11 and up, 7 to 8:30 
pm. All SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.
com/MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or Mike 
Tobin: 354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Tuesdays, 7 pm: “Wabi Sabi” with host 
Mitchell Holman, formerly of It’s A Beautiful Day (“Whitebird”) 
features different artists every week. Singer-songwriter Aaron 
Ford every first Thursday at 7:30 pm. No cover. Jazz Night 
every second and fourth Thursday. 8 pm. “Local musicians 
… take jazz standards and infuse them with funk, hip hop, 
world, and free form jamming. The outcome is unexplainable.” 
Open Mic Night every Wednesday. Sign up for the lottery for 
20 minute time slots from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to 7:30 
pm. Music starts at 8 pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians 
and performers from around the world, often turning into an 
evening full of unexpected surprises.” Shanachie Pub, 50 
South Main Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm 
at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh 
fruits and vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, 
eggs, handcrafted clothing, live music and much more.

Ongoing Events

for damaged or lost items). Each can of 
food counts as $2 towards a maximum of 
$10 for waiving fines during this period.

Both the fine amnesty and the Food for 
Fines programs can only be used toward 
late charges and not for other fees. All 
food donated as part of this program is 
passed on to our local foodbanks. Start 
the New Year fresh with cleared library 
accounts, and check out a new book, 
DVD, or CD!

The rest of
Amnesty From Page 2

The rest of
Wreaths From Page 1

she’d be presenting copies of the proclamation at the Wreaths 
Across America ceremony in Willits, where her dad and her 
kids are also participating in the effort to place wreaths on all 
local veterans’ graves. 

Wreaths Across America Day will be held for the fifth year 
in Mendocino County as an undertaking of 4-H Clubs across 
the county, including the Ukiah Shamrock, Redwood Valley-
Calpella, Potter Valley, Fort Bragg, Mendocino Spartans, 
Round Valley, and Willits 4-H Clubs; the Willits FFA Chapter, 
the Hopland American Legion Post 529; and Covelo American 
Legion Hall Post 759.

“If you haven’t had a chance to participate in them, they are 
a really wonderful ceremony,” Chair Croskey said. “You can 
sponsor wreaths to let people go and put them on, or you can 
go to the ceremony and place wreaths on graves.”

“I think we’ve all enjoyed the 4-Hers and their stories about 
veterans and how they’ve served that have appeared in the 
local media the last few weeks,” Supervisor Brown commented. 
“It just warms my heart. These 4-Hers and others work really, 
really hard on Wreaths Across America, and if you haven’t been 
up to any local cemeteries, just to see, there are just wreaths all 
over honoring our veterans.” 

In Willits, a ceremony will begin at 9 am at the Willits Cemetery, 
located at 1200 Highway 20, followed by the placement of 
wreaths at all three cemeteries in the Cemetery District of the 
Redwoods. Anyone who would like to attend the ceremony is 
welcome. Together, the Willits Cemetery, Little Lake Cemetery 
and Sherwood Cemetery are where 504 local veterans are laid 
to rest. 

In 2017, there were approximately 300 wreaths placed at 
Willits cemeteries, leaving 204 without a veterans’ wreath. This 
year, Wreaths’ organizers hope to cover every veteran’s grave.

“WHEREAS, Wreaths Across America is a national nonprofit 
organization founded in 2007 with a mission to “Remember, 
Honor, Teach,” the proclamation reads, “and continue to 
expand their annual wreath-laying ceremony 
first begun at Arlington National Cemetery 
by Maine businessman, Morrill Worcester, in 
1992; and

“WHEREAS, the National Wreaths Across 
America program is to spread their message 
about the importance of remembering our 
fallen heroes, honoring those who serve, and 
teaching our children about the sacrifices made 
by veterans and their families to preserve our 
freedoms; and

“WHEREAS, since 2008, Congress has 
issued a national proclamation officially 
recognizing “Wreaths Across America Day” 
each December with the theme for 2018 being 
“Be Their Witness”

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
that the Board of Supervisors of the County 

of Mendocino truly appreciates the participation of the local 
4-H Clubs and the Willits FFA Chapter, the American Legion 
Post 529, and Covelo America Legion Post 759 in the national 
movement to teach all generations about the value of their 
freedoms and the importance of honoring those who sacrificed 
so much to protect those freedoms along with demonstrating to 
our veterans and their families – that we will not forget.”

For more information about supporting Wreaths Across 
America in Willits, contact Natalie Spackman, Willits 4-H Club, 
707-841-7214, willits4hclub@gmail.com or Kelley Brackett, 
Willits FFA, 707-272-0871, willits4hclub@gmail.com.

For more information on the national program, visit www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

Howard 
Foundation 
announces 

2018 nursing 
scholarship 

winners
Two students 

attending the Mendocino 
College Nursing 
Program were awarded 
nursing scholarships by 
the Howard Community 
Healthcare Foundation 
on December 5. The 
2018 scholarships were 
made possible this year 
by donations from the 
medical staff at Frank 
R. Howard Memorial 

Hospital, the Frank R. Howard Foundation, and the A.B. 
Guslander Masonic Scholarship Fund.

This year’s recipients, 
who each received 
a scholarship in the 
amount of $2,250, are 
Lauren Kornegay and 
Anthony De Los Santos.

The scholarship 
program is available to 
both first- and second-
year students of the 
Mendocino College 
Nursing Program. Upon 
graduation, recipients 
agree to work at the 
Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital for a 
period of 12 months.

Additional information 
and scholarship 
applications can 
be found at www.
howardfoundation.org/
scholarships.

Scholarship winner Anthony De Los 
Santos.

Scholarship winner Lauren Kornegay.

General manager for 
KZYX Radio resigns

 Submitted by KZYX Radio, 91.5 FM
KZYX general manager Jeffrey Parker offered his 

resignation to the KZYX Board of Directors at the 
board’s November 28 meeting. Parker has served 
as the public radio station’s general manager for two 
years. 

 KZYX Board President John Azzaro commented in 
accepting Parker’s resignation: “We wish to offer Jeff 
our sincere thanks for his passion and dedication to 
KZYX and community radio during his time here. We 
are especially grateful for his commitment to helping 
us over the coming weeks as we transition into the next 
chapter of the grand KZYX adventure.” 

“I’m grateful for the opportunity to have served as 
general manager of KZYX for two years,” Parker said, 
“and I believe more than ever in the crucial roles being 
served by public broadcasting in Mendocino County.

“We’ve made a lot of progress during the time I’ve 
been here, strengthening KZYX’s visibility and adding 
to our stature as an on-air service provider. That said, 
I feel that now is an appropriate time for a change of 
leadership for the station and a change of direction 
professionally for me.” 

During his tenure at KZYX, Parker has overseen 
significant improvements in the station’s ability to 
serve the Mendocino County community. He helped 
create a partnership with Fort Bragg wireless provider, 
Further Reach, that increased the station’s bandwidth 
and made wireless internet available to a significant 
population in Anderson Valley. He developed a 
mutually beneficial, ongoing training and production 
relationship with Mendocino Community College in 
Ukiah, and established a new satellite broadcast studio 
in the Fort Bragg Senior Center. Additionally, Parker 
worked extensively to forge crucial partnerships with 
Mendocino County firefighters and law enforcement 
agencies to enhance the station’s already substantial 
emergency broadcast capabilities. 

Now coming up on its 30th anniversary, listener-
supported KZYX broadcasts music, news, sports 
and public affairs programming across the length 
and breadth of Mendocino County, northern Sonoma 
County, and into Lake County.

As the region’s primary NPR affiliate, KZYX is 
preparing for a festive year, celebrating that milestone 
anniversary with a series of events beginning in 
the spring. The station recently made news with the 
inauguration of the weekly series, “Promise of Paradise: 
Back to the Land Oral Histories of Mendocino County.” 
A much-anticipated expanded news staff is also in the 
works. 

Parker’s resignation will be effective January 1, 
2019. Tom Dow, vice president of the KZYX board, has 
agreed to serve as interim general manager, without 
compensation, while the KZYX board conducts a 
search for a new permanent general manager. Parker 
will stay to offer Dow his experience and expertise 
during this period of transition. 

Dow has been on the KZYX board since May. In 
addition to his leadership role at KZYX, he is active 
in the Community Foundation of Mendocino County 
and is on the Mendocino College Foundation Board. 
He serves on the steering committee for Rural Health 
Rocks, a fundraising project which works to bring 
family medicine residents to our county. He has also 
served as president and board member of the Alaska 
Visitors Association and on the boards of the Alaska 
Native Tourism Association and the Cruise Industry 
Charitable Foundation. 
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Sharon Noah 
489-0441 

 

Margaret Andrews 
354-3977 

Christopher Martin 
367-3173 

 

Barbara Mercer 
489-2922 

Jake McFadden 
354-3874 

Elida Cardona 
354-1538 

Sal Madrigal 
354-1950 

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com 
DRE# 00528452 

Your comfy home in the redwoods with Eel River frontage! This newer 4 bedroom, 
2 bath manufactured home has plenty of living space with living room, family room, 
and a gorgeous rec. room featuring exposed beam ceiling. Lounge on front and back 
decks, enjoy the hot tub and above ground pool or a swim in the Eel River, all just 
steps from home. Lots of room for projects on 2.50 acres with workshop, carport 
and outbuildings. Only 12 miles from the coast!     
 

Offered at $399,000 
 

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490  

FEATURED PROPERTY 
Presented by: Alison Pernell 

Alison Pernell 
972-1364 

Price  
Reduced 

Cookie Party 
Time Again!

Willits Weekly will host 6th annual Cookie 
Party on Friday, December 14 at Scoops
The best brittle? The most decadent dessert? The cutest cookie? 

Friday, December 14 will be the chance to showcase the skills of 
your spatula during Willits Weekly’s annual Cookie Party contest.

Individuals and businesses are welcome to participate in the 
event that will be held at Scoops Frozen Yogurt and Deli from 6 to 
8 pm – bakers and tasters will both be needed – and both are free!

If you might be interested in BAKING,  
here’s the quick breakdown:

1. No cost to enter.
2. Entry form here: www.willitsweekly.com/WW-Cookie-Entry.
docx.
3. Set up by 5:30 pm at Scoops. We are suggesting a quantity 
of 5 to 6 dozen bite-sized pieces. Does not have to be cookies; 
sweets of all kinds are accepted. 
4. Decorations up to you – small spots on tables, no need for 
huge displays.
5. 5 to 6 dozen bite-sized pieces need to be provided.
6. Judges’ Choice and People’s Choice will be judged solely on 
the criteria of “Which cookie do you want to eat the whole plate 
of?” Official judges’ tasting will be done blind at the beginning of 
the event. Please have three excellent specimens of your entry or 
entries set aside for delivery to the official judges. 

7. Best Decorated award is based on appearance only.
8. You’re welcome to bake, drop off, and run, but if you win, we’d love to have you pop 
back by for a photo.
9. Bakers may enter several varieties if they wish.
10. Tamara Adams is not allowed to enter her contest-obliterating “Crack Bars” this year. 
:D

If you might be interested in TASTING, 
here’s the quick breakdown: 

1. No cost to taste.
2. Come to Scoops between 6 and 7:30 pm. 
3. Consume many cookies.
4. Cast a vote for People’s Choice and/or Best Decorated. 
5. Soak in the festivities.

People’s Choice votes will be counted at the end of the night. Winners of both categories 
will be announced at the end of the night. Any questions, please email maureengetsmail@
gmail.com or call 972-7047. 

Above, from left: Previous year Cookie Party winners, Lisa von Schlegell 
the 2015 Judges Choice winner, left, and Kathryn Sterngold the 2015 
People’s Choice winner, right, pose with Rachel Belvin, center. The 
coveted perpetual tacky trophies include the names of previous winners. 
John Pilatti, the 2016 Judge’s Choice winner and his entry. 

Above: Winners at the 2017 Willits 
Weekly cookie party included Tam 
Adams, back left, winner of the People’s 
Choice award for her “Crack Bars”; 
Alicia Logan, back right, winner of the 
Judges’ Choice award for her “Ooey 
Gooey Rocky Road Cookies”; and 
Abigail Sherf, who won the first-ever 
award for “Prettiest Cookie” for her 
“Chocolate Chip Cookies.”
Above, right: Willits Weekly’s Danya 
Davis and Maureen Moore show off 
Davis’ Frosted Cranberry Shortbread 
entry into the 2017 contest at Scoops 
Frozen Yogurt and Deli. 
At right: People’s Choice winners in 
2013, Lisa Reed, left, and Kylie Reed, 
center, pose with 2013 Judge’s Choice 
winner Tamara Adams.
Photos by Mathew Caine and Maureen Moore


