
State unveils 
cannabis 

rules

Three state agencies 
on November 16 released 
emergency rules spelling out 
how the cannabis industry 
will be regulated in Califor-
nia.

The Department of Food 
and Agriculture released 
a 64-page rules package 
governing the cultivation of 
cannabis; the Department of 
Public Health released a 99-
page document governing 
the manufacture of canna-
bis edible products; and the 
Bureau of Cannabis Control 
released a 115-page docu-
ment governing the retail 
sales of cannabis and can-
nabis products.
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Above, from left: Eli Mosher helps decorate the trees at the Roots of Motive Power Engine House in preparation for this Saturday’s 
event. Two reluctant reindeer, Heisler, left, and Rex, right, sit on the bench and wait for Santa. Troy James wraps the last string of 
twinkle lights around one of the trees. Getting into the holiday spirit, Roots-style, from left: Eli Mosher, Rex, Troy James, Heisler and 
Chris Baldo.

Above, left: The view looking north from the Engine House, which sits south of the Roots barn and work yard. Above, right: Eli Mosher 
and Troy James hang out from the Bluestone Mining & Smelting #1 locomotive Below, left: An ornament which features a moving train, 
circling a track around a snowy scene inside. Below, right: Chris Baldo shows some holiday spirit in anticipation of Saturday’s event. 

Trains, 
Trees & 

Party
Time

Annual Willits 
Holiday 

Celebration this 
Saturday

The holiday season is officially here, 
and the hometown festivities will kick 
off this Saturday, December 2, with the 
annual Willits Holiday Celebration. The 
Mendocino County Museum and the 
Willits Chamber of Commerce will partner 
again with the Roots of Motive Power crew 
to have an evening of merriment on East 
Commercial Street. 

The event will start at 1 pm when friends, 
families and kids are welcome to take a free 
steam train ride on the open air cars pulled 
by Roots’ Bluestone Mining & Smelting #1 
locomotive, enjoy hot chocolate, cookies 
and goodies, check out the model trains 
and, of course, visit with Santa who will be 
in the Engine House, accepting wish lists 

and smiling for photos. 
The museum will also be open so 

visitors can see the vintage toy displays, 
enjoy games and activities inside the hall, 
shop the gift shop, and see the galleries 
decorated in festive flair.

At 5:45 pm, it will be time for the 
community tree lighting and sing-a-
long hosted by the Willits Chamber 
of Commerce in front of the museum. 
Following the lighting, the Chamber will 
host a mixer and holiday lights party inside 
Roots of Motive Power’s Engine House 
until 8 pm. All ages are welcome to all the 
events, but make sure to pop in early to 
catch Santa Claus! 

– Maureen Moore
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Laytonville skate 
park granted 
 use permit

A north county skateboarder gave everyone a 
lesson in persistence two weeks ago when the 

Mendocino County 
Planning Commission 
voted unanimously to 
issue a use permit for 

a skate park in Laytonville. 
According to Long Valley Skaters Association 

President Roland Spence, building a skate park 
in Laytonville had been a dream of his for the 
past 17 years.
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Above: Roland Spence, president of the Long Valley Skaters Association.
Photo courtesy of the Long Valley Skaters Association
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Final results: 
Measure 

B wins by 
83.53%

Final election results for 
Measure B released last 
week showed the sales 
tax measure designed to 
fund mental health facilities 
and services in Mendocino 
County passing by 83.53 
percent. Only 16.47 percent 
of voters in the November 7 
election voted “no.” 

According to the report 
from the Mendocino County 
Voter Office, turnout 
was 39.7 percent of the 
electorate, with 18,933 
voters casting ballots 
countywide. Total “yes” 
votes for Measure B were 
15,775 and total “no” votes 
were 3,111. There are a total 
of 47,656 registered voters 
in Mendocino County.

Sheriff Tom Allman told 
Willits Weekly he hopes 
the 11-person Citizens 
Oversight Committee that 
Measure B sets up to make 

Jennifer Poole
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willitsweekly@gmail.com

Three held in 
home-invasion 

robbery
Three out-of-county men 

were arrested November 
20 shortly after 4:30 pm on 
suspicion of pistol-whipping 
a 62-year-old Laytonville 
woman during what appears 
to be a botched home-
invasion marijuana robbery.

D’wan Porter-Walker, 
20, Johnny Walker III, 
40, both of Oakland, and 
James Richardson, 49, of 
Discovery Bay, were taken 
into custody following 
what is being described as 
“a high-risk felony traffic 
stop” on Highway 101 just 
north of the Willits city 
limits by sheriff’s deputies, 
Willits police officers, and 
Calfire Prevention Bureau 
personnel, according to 

Disaster is 
coming: 

Be 
prepared

More fires will inevitably 
come our way. Earthquake 
is a distinct possibility, given 
that the (big) Mayacamas 
Fault starts in Santa Rosa, 
ends in Laytonville, goes 
right up Highway 101 – and 
right through Willits. 

Disasters happen. How 
you and your family make it 
through one is up to you and 
your family.

Particulars for successful 
survival in disaster situations 
were the subject of a recent 
“Avenues to Wellness”-
sponsored presentation by 
Mike Carter, whose training 
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Supes tinker 
with 

cultivation 
ordinance

Supervisors have 
directed staff to prepare 
an amendment to the 
county’s medical cannabis 
cultivation ordinance that 
would require a zoning 
clearance be obtained 
when a medical cannabis 
grower seeks to expand 
an area under cultivation 
within the rangeland zoning 
district.

Currently, the ordinance 
states an administrative 
permit is required when a 
grower wants to expand an 
area under cultivation in a 
rangeland zone. 

Supervisors expressed 
concern during a recent 
meeting that lowering the 
bar from an administrative 
permit to a zoning 
clearance would jeopardize 
the mitigated negative 
declaration the county 

Willits man 
held for 
domestic 
violence

A 32-year-old Willits man 
was arrested just before 1 
am on November 24 after 
he allegedly struck his 
live-in girlfriend in the face 
during an argument at the 
couple’s home in the 19000 
block of Highway 101.

Deputies arrested Wayne 
Garland on suspicion of 
felony domestic violence, 
obstruction of justice, and 
violating probation after he 
fled from the couple’s home 
and “ran a short distance 
before slipping and falling 
to the ground,” according to 
sheriff’s Sgt. Mike Dygert.

Garland’s 32-year-old 
girlfriend told deputies 
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Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to 
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd 
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits 
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District 
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter 
publication from any one writer to once a month. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, 
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and 
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and 
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of 
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous 
source will be published, although a request to withhold the 
writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

Come for the train, 
surprise them with Santa!

Every child gets a special visit from Santa on 
this ride through a storybook about the giving 
spirit, friendship, and traditi on.

Rides Dec 2 through Dec 23
SkunkTrain.com
707.964.6371

Willits residents came together to celebrate our 
blessings as a community at the Harrah Senior Center on 
Thanksgiving Day. The annual Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner, organized and sponsored by Willits Community 
Services and Food Bank, offers heaping plates of classic 
Turkey Day dishes to all comers, free of charge, although 
donations are gratefully accepted. 

But it’s not only food that’s 
important on this day, but 
fellowship, too, said volunteer 
Stephanie Rubin. Some diners 

come as groups, families or couples, but some come 
alone, too: “And someone at your table is going to talk 
to you,” Rubin said, “even if you’re uncomfortable. It’s 
not just about people partaking, it’s about people coming 
together to make it work” – at the dinner and all year in the 
community.

Volunteer Diana Hoyt welcomes people at the door and 
suggests places where they can sit. “This is my third year 
being the “greeter and seater,’” Hoyt said. “I love doing it.”  

Meals on Wheels volunteers deliver the Thanksgiving 
dinner to their usual roster – there were 40 Meals on 
Wheels Thanksgiving deliveries in Willits – and others are 
welcome to take meals to go to other homebound or sick 
people they know. 

Divora Stern, who presided over the pie table, said she 
volunteers at the Thanksgiving dinner every year. “As a 
single person,” she said, “it’s very cheerful. I love being 
part of this wonderful event.”

Diner Bryan Casey said he, too, appreciated the 
“camaraderie. I see people that I sometimes don’t get to 
see any other time.” With two sons and three grandchildren, 
Casey said, he also enjoys having a holiday dinner “away 
from the kids for a little while.”

Asked why he liked to come to the Senior Center on 
Thanksgiving, diner James Howard said simply: “They 
have good food. Every year it gets a little bit better.” 

“This is my first time,” said Dixie Jo Myers, who was 
sitting down to eat after doing a volunteer shift making 
and serving salads with her friend Kati Muhlhauser.  Myers 
said she’d always wanted to come to the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner but with holiday traveling, this was 
the first year the timing worked out. She had a great time. 
“Oh my gosh, I’m coming back,” she laughed. “I thought 
they were going to separate us – we were having too much 
fun!”

Dorit and Jurgen Schmidt-Petersen regularly come to the 
Senior Center for exercise classes and special occasions, 
but not usually for Thanksgiving. “But we couldn’t be with 
family this year,” Dorit Schmidt-Petersen said. “They 
couldn’t come here, and we couldn’t go to them. So we 
came here. I don’t have to cook today, and we get to eat a 
turkey dinner.” 

WCS Director Jim Marill said the crew served 479 dinners 
this year. He wanted to thank the officers and inmates of 
CalFire’s Parlin Fork Conservation Camp, who stepped in 
– pretty much at the last minute – to prepare and cook the 
turkeys, stuffing and mashed potatoes in their big camp 
kitchen. CalFire’s Chamberlain Creek Conservation Camp 
crew has been doing the Willits Thanksgiving in recent 
years, but was unable to help this year, due to continuing 
mop-up work due to the fires. 

“It was touch and go,” Marill said, “but I was really happy 
that it came together. Everybody in the community needed 
something like this, with all the fires. I’m always impressed 
by the way people get together and celebrate like this, it 
makes me happy.” Marill said more than 60 volunteers 
helped with dinner this year. 

Marill wanted to give a particular thanks to lead cooks, 
inmates David Rodriguez and Rogelio Sanchez, “for 
making a great Thanksgiving dinner,” and to Park Fork 
officers James Whittaker and Dan Tangren and to Camp 
Commander Lt. Jeff Nixon “for their enthusiastic support of 
this event. WCS could not have accomplished this event 
without the help of Parlin Fork.”

                   Turkey Day 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner serves nearly 500 happy diners

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above: The busy dining room 
at the Harrah Senior Center on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Above: WCS Director Jim Marill, 
left, with WCS board member John 
Glyer, who holds the clicker that 
counts each plate that is served.

Above, left: Marian Lohne, right, and her son, Jadyn Arnold, 
enjoyed their first year volunteering at the community dinner. “It’s 
a great way to give back to the community,” Lohne said. Above, 
right: Volunteer Wendy Copperfield about to deliver plates of 
Thanksgiving dinner. Below: Pumpkin pie waits for the crowd.

Above: The festive donation box at the entrance to the Harrah 
Senior Center’s dining room. Below, left: Volunteer Divora Stern 
“quality checking” the pumpkin pie. Below, right: “Chief scraper” 
Jeremy Workman busily cleaning the plates.
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“Back in 2000, a small group of high school students, with 
help from a supportive algebra teacher, banded together to 
raise awareness and funds needed to build a skate park,” 
Spence told the planning commission on November 16. 
“One of those students is standing before you today. For 
over 16 years, we supporters and volunteers have poured 
our blood, sweat and tears into a project we knew would 
become a monumental undertaking and an amazing 
achievement for our little town.

“Aside from raising nearly $100,000 from numerous local 
fundraising efforts, the major hurdle to realizing our dream 
has always been securing a location for the facility,” Spence 
said.

“As I’m sure you’re aware, Laytonville’s size, topography 
and unincorporated status limits the number of suitable 
parcels for such a project,” he said. “For years, we searched 
and searched for a site for our dream park. We solicited 
donations of a small parcel. After many unsuccessful 
attempts, it seemed we would have to bite the bullet and use 
all our funds to merely make a down payment on a piece of 
land. 

“It wasn’t until the skate park project was rolled under the 
Harwood Memorial Park nonprofit umbrella that the parcel 
at 351 Harwood Road started to look even better, due to 
several encouraging factors. The owner of the parcel, Long 
Valley Health Center, agreed to lease the property for a 
whopping $1 per year, with the express purpose of building 
a skate park.”

“This is an exciting moment for the future of Laytonville, 
for the well-being of the kids, and to add a great future to 
our often-underserved community,” Spence said. “The good 
people of Laytonville have been incredibly supportive and 
so very patient during this process, and now –after nearly 
17 years of hard work and fundraising – folks are very eager 
to see this process come to life. 

“As that nervous high-schooler who stood before the 
board of supervisors all those years ago, I share their 
eagerness for the culmination of our efforts and – coupled 
with the hope and determination instilled in me by all those 
years of perseverance – I simply cannot wait to hear the 
sound of laughter and skateboarding in our beautiful park.” 

Moments later, Spence was overcome with emotion, 
thanking planning commission members before sitting 
down. 

The proposed skate park will be located at 351 Harwood 
Road, about half-mile southwest of the center of town. Water 
for the project will be provided by the Laytonville County 
Water District. Spence said the site used to be the location 
of the Laytonville Community Garden, and so it has water.

Septic service for the skate park will be provided by 
hooking into the ample Harwood Memorial Park septic 
system, located about 600 feet from the skate park. That 
required the cooperation and permission of the Laytonville 
Garden Club, which owns property just west of the proposed 
skate park.

This unorthodox way of providing septic services was 
approved by representatives from the county Department of 
Environmental Health during a pre-application conference 
with county staff held on January 22, 2016. 

Planning and Building staff prepared a negative 
declaration environmental study for the project. The use 
permit contains 26 conditions to govern the construction and 
operation of the park, including off-street parking, shielded 
lighting directed downward, retention of a grove of trees 
separating the skate park from farmland lying to the south, 
and an understanding that farm operations may sometime 
occur on that property. 

Contacted by Willits Weekly, Spence said that securing 
a use permit – important as it was – does not mean the 
Skaters Association is ready to kick the shovels into the 
ground. He said the association and Harwood Memorial 
Park, Inc. still must secure a building permit from the county 
Department of Planning and Building Services, adding he 
has no idea of how long that might take. 

“We have to wait in line like everybody else,” Spence 
said. “There’s really no telling how long this is going to take. 
But I am hopeful – and maybe you are going to think I am an 
incredible optimist – but I am hopeful we will be able to start 
construction in the spring of next year.”

adopted as an environmental document in conformance 
with the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

The board directed staff to bring back an opinion on 
whether going from an administrative permit to a zoning 
clearance would loosen the foundations of the negative 
declaration. 

Several ancillary areas of concern were addressed, 
including the impact of cannabis growing on water supplies. 
Lee Howard, who lives on Parducci Road in Ukiah, said he 
was having water problems for the first time and opined it 
was due to cannabis growers living upstream from him. 

“My main problem here is the water,” Howard said. 
“There are 17 new dams, ponds and reservoirs behind me 
in the last seven to eight years. I have the old York Ranch 
well that dates back before 1900, and it’s never been dry. 
This year it’s the lowest it’s ever been. I attribute that to 
those 17 ponds, dams and reservoirs behind me. They are 
irrigating with it, and it doesn’t come down.

“It’s an effect that’s gonna continue, and it’s going to 
get worse,” Howard said. “You’re not only going to destroy 
the rangeland, you’re going to destroy the agriculture at 
the bottom of it, because I can’t water a field or a crop or 
anything else.” 

Mendocino County Chief Planner Mary Lynn Hunt told 
supervisors retaining the requirement for an administrative 
permit did not enhance the county’s ability to review the 
water situation for a given application, because water 
issues were dealt by the county’s Agriculture Department, 
which issues cannabis cultivation permits. It is also dealt 
with in permits issued by the North Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board and the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife.

Supervisor Dan Gjerde pointed out a possible 
contradiction, noting that in the current ordinance 
expansion of cultivation area on a grow site in rangeland 
requires the same level of permitting as expansion of 
cultivation in forestland and timber production zones – an 
administrative permit.

If the board is considering reducing the requirement for 
rangeland to a zoning clearance, why is it not considering 
the same action for forestland and for timber production 
zone, Gjerde asked.

Hunt said administrative permits for FL and TPZ lands 
address various concerns, including archeological and 
botanical issues, and access. Administrative permits in 
those zones also looked at the question of: Is there another 
site that would be better?

Board Chairman John McCowen asked Hunt if it wasn’t 
often the case that administrative permits for cultivation 
sites in FL or in TPZ zones also frequently evaluated 
cultivation sites on steep land. 

Hunt agreed. “We don’t look at those issues if we’re just 
doing a zoning clearance,” she said. “We can certainly 
alert the ag department if there are any issues we see that 
may be of concern, that they may want to take a look at, 
but as far as a zoning clearance, we would not be doing a 
lot of that.”

The administrative permit process allows a public 
hearing to be held before a zoning administrator, Hunt 
said. The public hearing option is not available in the 
zoning clearance process. 

Each of the board members said they supported requiring 
the less-restrictive, less-demanding zoning clearance, if 
staff could assure them that doing so would not jeopardize 
the status of the mitigated negative declaration upon which 
the cultivation ordinance is based. 

Altogether, the emergency rules total 278 pages. 
The rules package is designed as an “outer limit” as to 

how the cannabis industry can function in California. Individ-
ual counties and cities may adopt more restrictive guidelines 
than those imposed by the newly published state rules. 

According Cannabis Growers Association Vice President 
Casey O’Neill – who said he was speaking for himself only, 
and not for the CGA – the rules package contains a glaring 
omission that threatens to transform the entire landscape of 
the North Coast cannabis industry: it does not contain a limit 
on the number of licenses a cannabis grower may possess. 

“We are dismayed by the removal of the one-acre cap,” 
O’Neill said. “Maintaining the one-acre cap was a guarantee 
of Prop. 64; it was the basic idea in MCRSA [Medical Can-
nabis Regulation and Safety Act approved by the Legislature 
in 2016]; it is something we were always talking about in our 
work with the state over the past three years. It’s not right 
that last-minute stakeholders’ input would remove a guaran-
tee that was basically the foundation of the whole package.

“Our work has been to make sure that there is a fair and 
level playing field, to ensure that small-scale cannabis grow-
ers can compete and succeed in a statewide marketplace,” 
O’Neill said. “Our fear is that, with the removal of the one-
acre cap, we will see a rapid consolidation in the industry 
[that] will create the opportunity for well-funded companies to 
steamroll the entire industry.” 

“We are having an association meeting tomorrow where 
we will discuss any and all options in addressing this prob-
lem,” he added. 

In Mendocino County, the cultivation cap is about a quar-
ter-acre per person. The maximum area that can be culti-
vated with one permit under the county’s Medical Cannabis 
Cultivation Ordinance is 10,000 square feet of plant canopy. 
An acre is 43,560 square feet.

However, the county ordinance provides that one person 
may hold a maximum of two permits. So theoretically, a grow-
er can cultivate up to 20,000 square feet of cannabis (about 
half an acre), if they can get two permits from the county 
Department of Agriculture. 

The state emergency rules package envisions a regulatory 
framework in which adult-use cannabis is distinguished and 
kept separate from medical cannabis. The two types of can-
nabis are given different demarcations, “A” for adult use and 
“M” for medical.

According to the rules package published by the Bureau 
of Cannabis Control: “All commercial cannabis activity shall 
be conducted between licensees.… Beginning July 1, 2018, 
A-licensees shall only conduct business with A-licensees and 
M licensees shall only conduct business with M-licensees, 
except for testing laboratories.”

However, the emergency rules package creates a transi-
tion period, during which that separation will not be in effect. 
The transition period will extend from January 1, 2018 until 
July 1, 2018. 

During the transition period, retailers may ignore many of 
the rules which are supposed to apply after the close of the 
transition period. A-licensees may trade and sell to holders 
of M-type licenses. Retailers may sell cannabis products that 
do not meet the Department of Public Health limits for THC 
content, and retailers may sell cannabis edibles that have not 
been tested, if they place a sticker on the package stating the 
product so marked has not been tested in accordance with 
the requirements of the Department of Public Health. 

According to the Bureau of Cannabis Control rules pack-
age, all cannabis operations in the state must identify their 
products with a unique identifier and report every step of any 
and all commercial activities involving those identified canna-
bis products to state authorities via a track-and-trace system. 
However, track-and-trace requirements will not pertain during 
the transition period. 

The Bureau of Cannabis Control rules package also im-
poses limits on how much cannabis, or cannabis product, a 
retailer may sell to a customer in a single day. According to 
the rules package: “A retailer shall not sell more than 28.5 
grams of non-concentrated cannabis in a single day to a 
single customer. A retailer shall not sell more than 8 grams of 
concentrated cannabis … in a single day to a single custom-
er. A retailer shall not sell more than six immature cannabis 
plants in a single day to a single customer. A retailer shall not 
sell more than 8 ounces of medicinal cannabis in a single day 
to a single medicinal cannabis customer.

“If a valid physician’s recommendation contains a differ-
ent amount than the limits listed in this section, the medicinal 
cannabis customer may purchase an amount of medicinal 
cannabis consistent with the patient’s needs as recommend-
ed by a physician.” 

According to Section 5040 of the new regulations: “Adver-
tising for cannabis-related sales and products shall only be 
placed where 71.6 percent of the audience is reasonably ex-
pected to be 21 years of age, or older.” 

The cost of an annual state license will be hefty. For culti-
vation, the cost ranges from $1,200 to $80,000. The cost of 
a license to distribute cannabis products ranges from $1,200 
to $125,000. A license to sell cannabis products in a retail 
environment ranges from $4,000, for sales of up to half a mil-
lion dollars a year, to $72,000, for sales of up to $4.5 million. 

Photos by 
Jennifer 
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WCS
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The officers of the Willits Police 
Department handled 151 incidents in this 
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

November 20
12:08 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Alder Court.

11:06 am: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

4:53 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of Elm Lane.

5:40 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

7:32 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

8:15 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 1700 block 
of South Main Street and issued a warning.

11:16 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 600 block of 
Hawthorn Lane.

November 21
3:06 am: Officers initiated a vehicle theft 

investigation in the 100 block of Kawi Place.
7:37 am: Officers responded to a report 

of unwanted subjects in the 800 block of 
South Main Street.

9:55 am: Officers responded to a report 
of illegal camping in the 100 block of South 
Main Street.

11:30 am: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

12:45 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of panhandling in the 800 block of South 
Main Street and issued a warning.

2:48 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

November 22
12:25 am: Officers 

responded to a report of 
illegal camping in the 800 
block of South Main Street 
and issued a warning.

12:27 pm: Officers 
responded to a report of a 
suspicious vehicle in the 300 
block of South Main Street.

3:13 pm: Officers 
responded to a report of a 
suspicious person in the 700 
block of South Main Street.

3:39 pm: GUYETTE, Thomas Ray (18) 
of Nice was contacted in the 100 block of 
Holly Street. He was arrested pursuant to 
10851 VC (felony Vehicle Theft).

November 23
12:42 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity near the intersection 
of McKinley Street and West Valley Street.

1:04 am: Officers responded to a report of 
a shooting in the area near the intersection 
of McKinley Street and Bush Street.

3:31 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
West Oak Street.

7:37 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of 
Marcela Drive.

8:00 am: GREER, Daniel George (39) 
of Los Angeles was contacted in the 1400 
block of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 3056 PC (felony Violation of 
Parole).

8:01 am: KING, Theodore Alan (72) of 
Willits was contacted in the 100 block of 
Marcela Drive. He was arrested pursuant 
to 602 PC (misdemeanor Trespassing) 
and 11550 H&S (misdemeanor Under the 
Influence of a Controlled Substance).

10:27 am: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 200 block of 
South Main Street.

3:37 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 2100 block of Valley 
Road.

9:29 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 300 block of South Main 
Street.

November 24
12:06 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 300 block of 
North Main Street.

2:47 am: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 300 block of South Main 
Street.

10:07 am: Officers initiated a burglary 
investigation in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

12:35 pm: Officers responded 
to a report of a suspicious person 
in the 200 block of Lenore Avenue.

2:14 pm: EVANS, Curtis Brian 
(35) of Ukiah was contacted in 
the 200 block of South Main 
Street. He was arrested on felony 
charges of threatening crime with 
intent to terrorize and preventing a 
witness/victim by threat/force.

Over on Page 13Read the rest of
WPD

WILLITS POLICE DEPARTMENT

PO L I C E  LO G
November 20 to November 26

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

How To 
Sudoku:

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a Sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

Crossword 
Puzzle & 
Sudoku

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Sharp pain
 5. Military hats
11. Software app on  
      a network (abbr.)
14. Genus of freshwater  
      mussels
15. Continent
16. Afghani monetary unit
17. Recovered
19. Ribonucleic acid
20. Refers to end of  
      small intestine
21. Ethiopia’s largest lake
22. Hostelry
23. Defunct American  
      automaker
25. Denotes origin by birth  
      or descent
27. Part of a watch
31. Stare with mouth  
      open wide
34. Found in granite
35. Competing
38. Stone film ‘__ Given 
     Sunday’
39. Junction between two  
      nerve cells
41. Greek goddess of 
      the dawn
42. Fight
44. Thin, narrow piece of  

      wood or metal
45. Ribosomal  
      ribonucleic acid
46. Type of kitchenware
49. Specialty of The Onion
51. Major Mexican river
55. Kilometers per hour
56. Species of mackerel
60. Bones
61. Interest rate
62. New York Mets legend
64. 19th letter of  
      Greek alphabet
65. Shawl
66. Gracefully thin
67. Type of deciduous tree
68. Not classy
69. Taro corm or plant

CLUES DOWN
 1. Jewish festival
 2. Anoint
 3. More pleasant
 4. Type pf painting
 5. Witness
 6. Harm
 7. Builder of Arantea 
    (Greek myth.)
 8. City in India
 9. Used to unlock cans
10. Induces sleep

11. More bouncy
12. A branch of Islam
13. White (French)
18. Legal term
24. Covered with frost
26. Hengyang Nanyue Airport
28. Wash
29. Disorder of the scalp
30. North American tree
31. Helps cars run
32. Mandela’s party
33. Aromatic plant of  
      the daisy family
36. Negative
37. College student educator  
      (abbr.)
39. Most rare
40. Harm with a knife
43. Folk singer DiFranco
45. Return to
47. One who repairs
48. Eastern England river
49. Hockey players need two
50. Dismay
52. Rebuke
53. Plant of the arum family
54. Fish genus
57. Plant of the mallow family
58. Amounts of time
59. 11th letter of the  
      Hebrew alphabet
63. One of Napoleon’s  
      generals

AFRICA
BIRTH

BLESSING
CANDLES

CELEBRATION
CORN

DREIDEL
EIGHT
EVE

FAITHFUL
GELT

HALLEL
HANUKKIYAH
HARAMBEE

IMANI
KISLEV

KUJICHAGULIA
KUUMBA

KWANZAA
LATKES
LIGHTS

MACCABEE
MENORAH
MIRACLE

NIA
OIL

PARTY

REDEDICATION
RELIGION

RESOLUTION
SHAMASH

SUFGANIYOT
TEMPLE
UJIMA
UMOJA
YULE

LITTLE LAKE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

F I R E  CA L L S
November 22 to November 27

by LLFD Training Chief Eric Alvarez

Saturday, December 9th
FROM 10 am TO 2 pm

AT LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER

Bring your kids down to talk to Santa
and join the elves for some face painting,

coloring contest and holiday crafts!
SPECIAL GUESTS: Little Lake Fire Department and B.A.C.A Bikers Against Child Abuse  

45 Hazel St, Willits, CA 95490 • (707) 456-9600 • littlelakehealthcenter.org

MCHC Health centers is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Quality Service & Sales Since 1999
1600 South Main Street

Willits, CA 95490
Phone: (707) 459-6420

Fax: 459-6369
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6pm
Sat. 8 am-5pm • Sun 10 am-4pm

25% 0FF
ALL TOYS!

DECEMBER 2-3

Small Business Saturday in downtown 
Willits was a gorgeous day that found 
people happily shopping at local 
businesses. The event, sponsored locally 
by the Willits Chamber of Commerce, is a 
5-year-old national event that sets aside 
the last Saturday in November as a day 

to shop locally for 
holiday gifts in one’s 
own town.

According to 
Allison Findley, chamber coordinator, 
“We created the event to highlight the 
wonderful businesses in our community.” 
Small Town Saturday is part of the national 
Local First movement. Findley emphasized 
that this is a community event, not solely 
a chamber event. “We sent out invitations 
to all businesses, not just the chamber 
members,” she said, and added, “Shopping 
local makes sure the money stays local.” 

To encourage the spreading of wealth 
throughout the business community, a 
“passport” was created by Small Town 
Saturday founding partner American 
Express, whereby shoppers, once they 
make a purchase, get a stamp or signature 
on the back from participating businesses. 
There are eight spaces to be filled by 
eight different businesses. At the end of 
the day, people can turn in their passports 
to be entered into a drawing for a local 
prize basket – there are three baskets 
this year because of the generosity of 
the local businesses. The drawing will be 
held Thursday, November 30. Look for the 
winners in next week’s Willits Weekly.

Linda Matz at Cat’s Meow, a contemporary 
mercantile on Main Street, saw a steady 
flow of customers on Saturday. “People are 
happy: for the discounts, for the bags, for 
the passports, and copper leaves for their 
tables from us [Cat’s Meow].” There was an 

added bonus for Small Business Saturday 
through January 1, 2018 at Mazahar 
Boutique / The Goods Shoppe. For every 
$20 spent Monday through Saturday, one 
can earn a raffle ticket to win a $100 gift 
certificate at the combined shops. On 
Sundays every $10 spent will earn a ticket. 

Greta Kanne and Chris Harper at The 
Book Juggler were enjoying helping 
customers find just the right book, CD, 
DVD, or whatever else was wanted. The 
shop offered 10 percent off for storewide 
purchases and 20 percent off new books. 

J.D. Redhouse, located in the middle of 
town, offered 30 percent off on all clothing 
and 25 percent off of gift items and toys 
throughout the weekend. Re-Evolution, 
the all-organic fair-trade store at 15 West 
Mendocino Avenue, had 15 to 50 percent 
discounts on most products, including their 
beautiful, organic clothing, bedding and bath 
towels. “It was fun to see all the local people 
socializing and out and about supporting 
local businesses,” said Re-Evolution owner 
Melissa Sweda-Stevens. The shop will be 
offering discounts again at Sip ’n’ Shop on 
December 1, the next Chamber shopping 
event, when businesses will be offering 
discounts, nibbles and libations. 

New businesses in Willits that 
participated in Saturday’s event included 
Fish Out of Water, a new pet store at 1661 
South Main; Copper Thimble, a sewing 
and alterations store located across the 
street from Mariposa Market; Shewolf, our 
very own home-business coffee roaster, 
offering coffee in front of Copper Thimble; 
Caribbean Vybz at 42 South Main Street, 
which serves authentic vegan food; and 
Willits Garden Supplies at 1569 South Main 
Street, which offered 10 percent off of their 
already low prices on all liquid nutrients and 
supplements.

Local Shopping
Small Business Saturday savings and fun 

bring customers to downtown

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
ree@willitsweekly.com

At left: Friends 
Laura Solosabal 
and Catherine 
Ulman use this 
event to find 
holiday gifts 
and fill their 
“shop small” 
bags. Mazahar 
clerk Jacqueline 
Chikoyak happily 
assists them with 
their purchases, 
raffle tickets and 
passports.
Below, left: At 
Cat’s Meow, owner 
Linda Matz’s friend 
Patty Rede helps a 
customer choose 
table linens.

At right: Michael Foley from 
Green Uprising Farm, Derald, 
Dan and Deb wait in line to 
purchase books on Small 
Business Saturday.  Irene 
Haugen and her daughter, 
Laura Sleeper, who works 
at the Willits Unified School 
District Office, participated 
in Small Business Saturday. 
They’re showing some of 
the gorgeous children’s 
clothing they bought at Cat’s 
Meow. Kiersten and her son, 
Finn, with friends Cordilia, 
her mother, Nichole, and 
sleeping brother Clayton. 
Cordilia shows off her new 
boots purchased from J.D. 
Redhouse. Both mothers got 
their passports stamped.

Photos by Ree Slocum

Above, right: Emily Rose and son Alexander Piñon, center, are surrounded by Emily’s mother, 
Kathleen Hennings, right, and stepmother, Heidi Gundlach, left. All were taking a snack break in 
their shopping day at Brickhouse. Below: Santa helps Laila attach a temporary tattoo to her arm. He 
and his helpers with the Willits Kids Christmas Program work at Santa’s Workshop – the old Rexall 
building.

11-22-2017  (North Highway 101, 
mile marker 36)  

Responded to reported four-vehicle 
traffic collision, Little Lake Fire was 
canceled en route to the call. 8 firefighters 
responded for service. 

11-24-17  
(Shafer Ranch Road)

Responded to a reported structure fire. 
Little Lake Fire arrived on scene to a fully 
involved barn fire. Little Lake Fire Engine 
5480 and CalFire Engine 1172 began 
fire suppression on the structure. Little 
Lake Fire Engine 5485, Engine 5468 and 
Water Tender 5494 were also at scene 
supporting the fire suppression operations. 
12 firefighters responded for service. 

11-25-17  (Approximately 1 mile up 
Sherwood Road)

Responded to a reported motorcycle 
down; upon arrival the motorcycle was 
approximately 5 feet off the edge of the 
fog line. Little Lake Fire assisted the 
ambulance with loading the patient into the 
ambulance. One patient was transported 
to Howard Memorial Hospital. Little Lake 
Fire also provided one-lane traffic control 
for the incident. 13 firefighters responded 
for service. 

11-26-17   
(Highway 101, mile marker 46) 

Responded to a reported vehicle rollover. 
Upon arrival the two occupants had self-

extricated from the vehicle. Both occupants 
declined medical attention. 15 firefighters 
responded for service. 

11-26-17   
(Highway 101, mile marker 40) 

Responded to a reported vehicle into 
the k-rail. Little Lake Fire was canceled en 
route to the call. 13 firefighters responded 
for service.

11-26-17   
(Highway 101, mile marker 37)

Responded to a reported traffic collision; 
upon arrival Rescue 5430 was canceled 
by Little Lake Fire on scene. Engine 5480 
provided traffic control for the incident. 13 
firefighters responded for service. 

11-27-17   
(Highway 101, mile marker 39)

Responded to a reported commercial 
vehicle fire. Little Lake Fire was canceled 
en route. Incident was not as reported. 9 
firefighters responded for service. 

11-28-17  (South Main Street)
Responded to a reported vehicle into 

tree. Upon arrival one occupant had self-
extricated. The second occupant was 
extricated from the vehicle by fire personnel. 
Both occupants were transported by 
ambulance to Howard Memorial Hospital. 

Curtis Evans 
of Ukiah.
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Happy Carol
Carol is a 2-year-old female Chihuahua mix 

who currently weighs 12 pounds. She is a real 
sweetheart – happy, friendly, funny, with an 
adorable scruffiness. Carol likes to be picked up 
and held, so she can see the world from a different 
vantage point. When she met our big and fluffy 
tester dog, Carol was great! This happy little dog 
is full of energy and would love a home where she 
gets daily walks and adventures. 

The Ukiah Animal Shelter is located at 298 
Plant Road in Ukiah. Adoption hours are Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 
pm, and Wednesday from 10 am to 6:30 pm. To 
view photos and bios of some of the other wonderful adoptable animals here, please 
visit online at: www.mendoanimalshelter.com. More info about adoptions: 707-467-6453. 
Please join us the second Saturday of every month, coming up on December 9, for our 
“Empty the Shelter” pack walk and help us get every dog out for some exercise!

Lovely Lucy
Lucy is a 2-year-old Rottweiler/shepherd mix who is shy and timid on first introduction 

but has an abundance of energy when comfortable in her surroundings. Slow introductions 
to other dogs would be advised to ensure compatibility. A family with children over 5 years 
old would be perfect, considering her high energy level. Come meet this lovely lady soon!

For more information on 
Lucy or other adoptable 
animals, call Humane Society 
for Inland Mendocino County 
at 707-485-0123, check www.
mendohumanesociety.com, or 
visit the shelter at 9700 Uva 
Drive in Redwood Valley. Open 
hours: 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday 
through Friday; and 11 am to 3 
pm, Saturday and Sunday. To 
volunteer or help take the dogs for 
a walk, please join us on Sundays 
at 11 am for an orientation.

Online: www.basroofing.com Email: basroofing@live.com    W.C. & G.L. insuredCa. Lic # 927007       

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Serving areas of Mendocino, 
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Residential 
& Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

1501 BAECHTEL RD.
WILLITS, CA

459-6826

ANNUAL

December 2, 2017
9:00 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Come join in the fun and see all the
lovely handmade items this year’s
vendors have created. Don’t forget

the Brown Bag Raffl e and lots
of baked goods as well.

Annual
Christmas Store

December 1-9, 2017
9:00 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed on Sunday
Come see some of the fabulous fi nds

in our Christmas Store.
A wide variety of Christmas items

to choose from
All proceeds go to senior center

programs.

Don’t
forget
your
See ’s

Candies

Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church

ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)

Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 10:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
459-2855

Facebook: www.facebook.com

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 707-456-9934

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
459-6390

Stan Caylor, Pastor
Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.

Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month 

family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066

Church Services/Communion
10:00 a.m.

Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies

Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor

459-3106

Still Mountain
Meditation Center

1500 Hearst Road (at Valley Road)
Info: 707-357-4676

A loving space for meditation, 
training and practice...

Sunday Satsang / Meditation
10:30 a.m.

Tuesday Meditation group
7:30 p.m.

EVERYONE IS INVITED

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Rocking 40
Enterprises
- Firearms -

Arming
Californians 
Since 2013

David Oncale
By Appointment Only

Wishing Everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

23150 Eastside Road
Willits, CA 95490

707-548-4328
www.mendoguns.com

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

Art  Circle Time  American Sign Language

Outside Play  Snacks  Group Activities

Inquiry Based Learning  Spanish  Infant Care

Preschool #233008715     &     Infant #233008719

239 South Main Street - Willits

It seems that the altruistic heart of a community is often 
inversely proportional to the size of the city. The people of 
our small town of Willits are always available and willing to 
lend a hand wherever they see a need or an opportunity to 
better the lives of their neighbors and those less fortunate. 
We know that every time we extend a hand to those in 
need, that it benefits us all and lifts the ethos of the entire 
community. There are citizens among us who can always be 
counted on to spearhead these efforts, to act as a catalyst 
in the acts of kindness and community-building for which we 

pride ourselves. 
One of these groups is the 

Willits Wild Bunch, a rough-
hewn, leather-clad, hard-riding 

organization of emotional softies. Led by Rich “Papa” 
Venturi, this club is always available when they find an 
opportunity to better the lives of those in our town. Whether 
it be raising money or awareness of social causes, or finding 
a way to help other organizations fulfill their commitment to 
others less fortunate, the Wild Bunch can be counted on for 
their efforts and to bring others out to follow their lead. Such 
was their Willits Toy Run on a rainy Sunday. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Willits Toy 
Run, a very successful event to raise money and kick off the 
Willits Kids Christmas Program, which organizes donations 
for children who might otherwise go without presents, 
shoes, clothing and Christmas. “This goes to needy kids 
and families,” explained Venturi, president of the Wild 
Bunch, ex-cop and current private investigator. 

“We get recommendations from the teachers in the school 
district and from the food bank and from Child Protective 
Services. At least a third of the kids we take care of in this 

program are foster children, within the legal umbrella of 
Child Protective Services. 

“We work with [Councilwoman] Saprina Rodriguez as 
well,” continued Venturi. “She has the Foster Outfitters 
Program. We kind of adopted them because they do the 
same thing we do, trying to care for the foster kids in the 
community. We try to bring them into any of the events we 
have so they can benefit from it as well.

“The Christmas program gives out a lot of shoes every 
year,” he explained. “Almost every child in Saprina’s 
program asks for shoes or jackets. We buy lots of shoes, or 
we ask for people to donate shoes. Then anything we don’t 
give out under the Christmas program this year will go to 
Saprina’s program for the Foster Outfitters. 

“The Toy Run generates support for the Christmas 
program – the donations, the toys,” said Venturi. “We run the 
Christmas program, and then we assist the Willits Rotary, 
coordinating the program. It’s a joint effort. On Christmas 
Eve, we dress up five to seven Rotarians as Santas. They 
go out and deliver the toys along with the Little Lake Fire 
Department, the Brooktrails Fire Department.”

The Wild Bunch has tapped into the true spirit of Christmas. 
The joy of giving, paying forward, creating warmth through 
helping where there is a need. 

“We have an application that we send out to the schools 
and to the food bank and to Child Protective Services,” 
continued Venturi. “They fill out information about the 
children and what their Christmas wish is. Some want toys; 
also we obtain clothing sizes, what type of clothing they 

Toy Run 2017
Willits Wild Bunch kicks off Kids Christmas Program on Sunday

Over on Page 12Read the rest of
Toy Run

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

At top, left: Live music and a live auction took place at the Little 
Lake Grange during the annual Toy Run. At top, right: The Little 
Lake Fire Department leads the procession from the Evergreen 
Shopping Center to the grange. Above: “Papa,” “Bubblez,” 
“Pickles” and “Sugar B” stand in front of a pile of presents 
donated by Wild Bunch members.

Above, left: Lou Celaya shows his winnings: a $50 gift certificate 
from Brown’s Corner and a doll. Above, right: A flying pig donated 
by Willits Furniture awaits the live auction in front of The King 
Snakes Blues Band. Below, left: “Grinch” and “Birdie” brave the 
rain. Below, center: Kevin “Coach” Tahrir and Glenn Helton of the 
Lions Club tend bar. Below, right: Willits City Councilwoman and 
Imagination Station owner Saprina Rodriguez mans the raffle.

Photos by Mathew Caine

On Friday, December 8, it’ll be time 
for Santa photos at J.D. Redhouse & 
Company with local “photographress” 
Maureen Moore!

As always, each photo session is held 
as a 50/50 fundraiser for a local community 
group or organization. The three-day 
fundraising event will start on December 8 
from 5 to 7 pm (benefiting the Mendocino 
Care-A-Van); continue on Saturday, 
December 9 from 12 to 2 pm (benefiting 
the Willits High School Class of 2018); and 
finish up on Sunday, December 10 from 12 
to 2 pm (benefiting the Willits 4-H leather 
group).

There’s no appointments, just drop-

ins only. Digital images are only $5 per 
combination/group of people. 

Example: You have two children. You 
want a picture of each of them individually 
with Santa, and then then one with both of 
them together. That’s three combinations 
- child #1 & Santa, child #2 & Santa, and 
then child #1 & child #2 with Santa = three 
groups at $5 per group = $15

Images will be available for download 
at http://photographress.zenfolio.com/
pixwithsanta – past years’ photos are still 
there too, if you missed downloading your 
photo from a prior event. More information: 
707-972-7047. 

– Maureen Moore

Get ready to smile with Santa
Husbands, pets, kids and Spiderman all welcome!

Photo by 
Maureen 

Moore

Extended Lunch Hours:
Tuesday and Wednesday: 11am - 6pm

In the Evergreen Shopping Center
1726 S. Main St. • Suite H • Willits, CA

(707) 841-3058

Enjoy daily specials
for lunch or dinner!

Dinner at Rolands
Steak | Seafood | Chicken | Pasta | Beer | Wine

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
5 to 8:30pm

YOU'RE

INVITED!

Willits Weekly's
5th Annual Christmas Party!

at Scoops Frozen Yogurt & Deli

Come celebrate with us!

Info: 707-459-2633 or 707-972-7047

Friday, December 15 
from 5 to 7 pm

Cookie Tasting & Voting
Live Music & Merriment
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Thursday, November 30
The Cannabis Hour: ”Many cannabis cultivators 
have no idea they can buy crop insurance to 
protect their business in the event of crop failure or 
fire. On this week’s Cannabis Hour, Jane Futcher 
hosts independent insurance agent and Ukiah City 
Councilmember Maureen Mulheren, who will share 
her experience underwriting cannabis clients and 
explain what it takes to qualify.” 9 am, Thursday, 
November 30, KZYX Radio, 91.5 Willits. Stream 
online live at: http://kzyx.org/.
Tools for Fire Victims at the Farmers Market: 
Every Thursday, the Farmers Market and the School 
of Adaptive Agriculture are collecting tools for those 
who lost their homes in the Redwood Complex Fire. 
Please bring donated tools to the Farmers Market 
on Thursday afternoons from 3 to 5:30 pm at the 
Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. If unable to 
transport tools, contact Market Manager Michael 
Foley 216-5549 to arrange pick up.
Wreath Making: Willits Power and Hardware, 1600 
South Main Street, is hosting a wreath-making 
event on Thursday, November 30 starting at 4 pm 
to raise dollars for Rascal’s Rescue. All wreath-
making tools and materials supplied to participants 
for a $25 donation. 1600 South Main Street. RSVP 
by November 26. Info: 459-6420.
Phoenix Hospice Celebrates “Light Up a Life”: 
Phoenix Certified Hospice of Mendocino County is 
holding the 14th annual “Light Up a Life” celebration 
at Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital on Thursday, 
November 30 at 6:30 pm in the 
Seabiscuit Conference Room. 
“Light Up a Life” is a celebration 
to honor and remember those 
we love. With a small “Light Up 
a Life” donation, an ornament 
will be placed on Hospice’s 
beautiful tree to honor a loved 
one who is no longer with us, 
or to recognize a dear friend, 
family member, caregiver, 
doctor, pet, or to celebrate a birth or anniversary. All 
funds raised go towards providing quality end-of-
life hospice care. The “Light Up a Life” tree will be 
on display at the event and at the Adventist Health 
Home Care & Hospice, 100 San Hedrin Circle, 
throughout the holiday season, symbolizing the life, 
hope and dreams of our loved ones. Info: Phoenix 
Hospice 459-1818.
“Weather and the Causes of the Redwood Fire 
Complex”: On Thursday, November 
30 at Ridgewood Ranch Auditorium, 
16200 North Highway 101, from 7 to 
9 pm, Willits Environmental Center, 
the School of Adaptive Agriculture, 
Willits Economic Localization, 
and Golden Rule present: Brad 
Charboneau, meteorologist with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration in Eureka, who will 
discuss how wind, drought, and local topography 
super-charged the Redwood fire. Q&A session 
to follow. Visit: www.adaptiveagriculture.org for 
directions. Info: Ellen or David Drell 459-2643.

Shanachie Pub: Sharkmouth, the 
band out of Santa Rosa have new 
material and a mean outlook on the 
apocalypse. Visit: facebook.com/
mouthshark. Thursday, November 
30. 8 pm. No cover. Shanachie 
Pub, 50 South Main Street. Info: 
459-9194.
Little Johns Bar: DJ Mikey T. 
Karaoke, 9:30 pm to 12 midnight. 
Dance music till 1:45 am. John’s 
Place, 383 South Main Street. 
Info: 459-5636.

Friday, December 1
Harrah Senior Center Christmas Store: Opening 
day for the holiday décor shop at the Willits Harrah 
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. The annual 
Christmas store, with fabulous finds of Christmas-
themed items from the last year of donations, is 
open from December 1 to December 9 (closed on 
Sunday, December 3). 9 am to 4 pm. All proceeds 
go to Senior Center programs. For information: 
459-6826.
“Working in Concert with Nature”: Solutionist 
Nicola Peel will give a presentation “Working 

in Concert with Nature” on 
projects she’s coordinating that 
address enormous international 
environmental challenges. Local 
band Bug Guts kicks off the night 
with post-cynical folk music. 
Free, donations gladly accepted. 
Friday, December 1. 7 to 9 pm. 
Willits Environmental Center, 
630 South Main Street. Learn 
about Nicola’s work: nicolapeel.
com, and eyesofgaia.com. Info: 

459-4110.
Pint Night Benefit for Fire Relief Fund: Eel River 
Brewing Company celebrates their 21st year and 
Shanachie Pub will feature two of their beers on 
tap, $1 of every sale goes to the Fire Relief Fund. 
Also, some free giveaways at this event. Visit: 
eelriverbrewing.com. Friday, December 1. 7 pm. 
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street. Info: 459-

9194.
Shanachie Pub: Hardly 
Deadly is a Grateful 
Dead tribute band straight 
outta Stockton. Visit: 
hardlydeadly.net/index. 
Friday, December 1, 9 
pm. $5. Shanachie Pub, 
50 South Main Street. 
Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, December 2
Willits Otters Baked Goods Sale: Come out 
and support the Willits Otter Swim Team’s bake 

sale on Saturday, December 9 from 9 
am to noon, in front of Safeway, 845 
South Main Street. A message from 
your local swim team: “Our team really 
needs help from our community! The 
cost of doing business for our swim 
team is going up each year. We are 
doing everything we can to keep our 
local swim team alive! We know you 
will continue to support us like you 
have for the past 42 years since the 
first swim team formed in 1975.”
“Sip and Shop”: 

Willits Chamber of Commerce 
sponsors a new local shopping 
event: “a day of sipping and 
shopping” in downtown Willits. 
Saturday, December 2. Info: 
Willits Chamber of Commerce at 
459-7910, or email info@willits.
org.
“Willits Holiday Celebration”: 
Mendocino County Museum, 
Roots of Motive Power, and Willits 
Chamber of Commerce present 
“Willits Holiday Celebration,” 
Saturday, December 2 at the 
museum and the Roots facility, 
400 and 420 East Commercial 
Street. Bring the kids to this free 
family event from 1 to 5 pm: They 
can tell Santa what they want 
for Christmas, take a free steam train ride, enjoy 
hot chocolate, cookies, games and activities, see 
the railroad-decorated trees and the decorated 
galleries, and reminisce with the vintage toy 
display and antique model trains. At 5:45 pm: the 
community tree lighting and sing-along. From 6 to 
8 pm: the Holiday Lights Party & Mixer in the Roots 
Engine House. All events are free of charge.
“Small Works Show”: Opening reception for 
the December show at the Willits Center for the 
Arts, Saturday, December 2. The show features 
the work of 30 member artists, including painting, 
photography, jewelry, ceramics, blown glass, fiber 
art, metal work and more! WCA members preview 
from 6 pm to 7 pm; 
open to the public at 
7 pm. Runs through 
New Year’s Eve. 
Gallery hours: 11 
am to 5 pm. Willits 
Center for the Arts, 
71 East Commercial 
Street. Info: 459-
1726.
Mendocino Dance 
Project at WCT: The 
Mendocino Dance 
Project brings its 
dynamic performers 

to Willits Community Theatre on Saturday, 
December 2 at 7 pm. “This show is a rare opportunity 
for local patrons to enjoy a spectacular form of 
dance.” Advance tickets are $15 and available in 
person at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street; online at 
brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 24/7 at 1-800-
838-3006. Tickets will also available at the door 
until sold out. The WCT playhouse is located at 37 
West Van Lane (behind Shanachie Pub).
Shanachie Pub: Cosmic Family Band, “Singer 
Songwriter / Electroacoustic / Folk Rock from 
Willits.” Saturday, December 2, 9 pm. No cover. 

Shanachie Pub, 50 
South Main Street. Info: 
459-9194.

Sunday, 
December 3
Senior Center Bingo: 
The 1st Sunday of every 
month. Doors open 
10:30 am. Bingo starts 
at 11:30 am. Minimum 
Buy-in $10. 2 Jackpots. 
Must be 18 to play. 
Snacks, and lunch for 
sale. Sunday, December 
3. 11:30 am to 4 pm. 
Harrah Senior Center, 
1501 Baechtel Road. 
Info: 459-6826.

Laytonville Christmas Bazaar: Harwood 
Memorial Park presents the Annual 
Laytonville Christmas Bazaar Craft Fair 
on Sunday, December 3 from 10 am 
to 4 pm at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis 
Avenue in Laytonville. Featuring over 60 
local artists and crafters. An opportunity 
for photos with Santa is offered between 
12 noon and 3 pm for a suggested $5 
donation. For more information call 
Laytonville Healthy Start at 984-8089.

Tuesday, December 5
Dining with Twining Time: The first 

Tuesday of every 
month at the 
Brickhouse, John Wagenet 
and Anita Blu perform Folk/
Country/Americana music, 
plus new and old favorites 
and original music: vocal 
harmonies, acoustic guitar 
and keyboard. Tuesday, 
September 5, from 12:30 to 
3 pm. No cover. Brickhouse 
Coffeehouse, 3 South Main 
Street Info: 459-1598. Visit 
w w w. r e v e r b n a t i o n . c o m /
johnwagenet.

‘Healing Trauma’: Avenues to Wellness presents 
“Healing Trauma” by Susan Sweet, licensed 
marriage family therapist-registered art therapist 
and cancer survivor, who will share how she uses 
art therapy as a tool in healing and “teach the 
powerful healing benefits of art therapy to: reduce 
stress, identify and express feelings/thoughts, 
learn new coping skills, develop creativity, increase 
feelings of well-being, and find comfort and hope.” 
Tuesday, December 5 from 5:30 to 6:30 pm at 
Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial 
Street. Info: avenuestowellness.org, atwforhealth@
gmail.com, or 456-9676. 
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All 
2D movies that are in their second week are $5 
on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all ages, all 
showings. This week’s Tightwad movies: “Coco,” 
“Wonder,” and “Justice League.” For showtimes: 
www.noyotheatre.com. 57 East Commercial Street. 
459-6696.

Friday, December 8
Willits Holiday Craft Fair: The 31st Annual Willits 
Holiday Craft Fair, a benefit for the Willits Center 
for the Arts, opens at Willits Community Center 
and upstairs at Willits Center for the Arts on Friday, 
December 8, noon to 7 pm. It continues Saturday, 
December 9, 10 am to 6 pm and Sunday, December 
10, 10 am to 4 pm. There will be a Kid’s Crafts Fair 
on Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm. The fair features 
music at both locations, also food & beverages 
by the Willits Charter School. Willits Community 
Center is at 111 East Commercial Street, and the 

Willits Center for the 
Arts is at 71 East 
Commercial Street. 
Info: Bonnie at 459-
4792.
Santa Photos at 
J.D. Redhouse: 
Santa Claus and 
local photographress 
Maureen Moore will 
be at J.D. Redhouse, 
212 South Main 
Street on Friday, 
December 8 from 5 
to 7 pm, on Saturday, 

December 9 from noon to 2 pm, and on Sunday, 
December 10 from noon to 2 pm for the annual 
Santa Photos event. No appointments needed. 
“Feel free to come and see Santa, get a photo, and 
enjoy the merriment.” Pictures are $5 per group and 
will be offered only as digital images available for 
download. The events are held as 50/50 fundraisers 
and will benefit a different local group each day. 
Info: 972-7047, or the event pages on Facebook 
under “Santa Pix - Part 1 - Friday,” “Santa Pix - Part 
2 - Saturday” or “Santa Pix - Part 3 - Sunday.”
“Art Talks”: WCA curator and art historian Gary 
Martin will speak on “Duccio, Giotto, and the 

Beginning of the Renaissance.” Friday, December 
8, 6:30 pm. Free. Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East 
Commercial Street.
Shanachie Pub: Illignosis “a psychedelic power 
trio from Satanville, CA.” Friday, December 8, 9 pm. 
No cover. Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street. 
Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, December 9
Willits Holiday Craft Fair 2nd Day: The 31st 
Annual Willits Holiday Craft Fair at Willits 
Community Center and at Willits Center for the Arts 
will be open Saturday, December 9, 10 am to 6 pm. 
Also, Kid’s Crafts Fair 10 am to 2 pm. See Friday, 
December 8 listing for more details.
Santa Photos at J.D. 
Redhouse: with local 
photographress Maureen 
Moore, noon to 2 pm today, 
Saturday, December 9. See 
Friday, December 8 listing 
for more details.
Santa at Little Lake Health 
Center: Meet Santa on 
Saturday, December 9 
from 10 am to 2 pm at Little 
Lake Health Center, 45 
Hazel Street. The public is 
invited to bring the children 
to talk with Mr. Claus and 
join the elves for face 
painting, coloring contest 
and holiday crafts. Special 
guests include Little Lake 
Fire Department and Bikers 
Against Child Abuse (B.A.C.A.). For information: 
456-9600.
Cotton Dandee & Marjo at the Brickhouse: 
A Sing Along Holiday “Ho Ho Ho Down” with 
the Cotton Dandee Family Band. (= The Kids & 
Everyone). Special guest “Miss Mana” Young will 
teach American Sign Language so we can “Sign & 
Sign” with Cotton. “Super Beginners” – bring your 
ukuleles. Coffee, drinks, sandwiches and treats. 
Saturday, December 9. 2 to 4 pm. Brickhouse 
Coffeehouse, 3 South Main Street.
Flamenco at WCT: the Bay 
Area dance company Caminos 
Flamencos presents “Tierra de 
Flamenco,” an improvisational 
journey by flamenco artists 
who delve deeply into what 
makes flamenco great at its 
roots. With lead dancer and 
director Yaelisa. Saturday, 
December 9 at 8 pm, and 
Sunday, December 10 at 3 
pm. Tickets $25 Saturday; $20 
Sunday. Willits Community 
Theatre, 37 West Van Lane. 
Advance tickets available 
in person at Mazahar, 38. 
South Main Street, or at 
BrownPapertickets.com, or 
by phone 24/7 at 1-800-838-
3006. 

Shanachie Pub: Old River Road acoustic duo 
out of Hopland and Ukiah play traditional songs 
and covers. Visit: facebook.com/OldRiverRoad. 
Saturday, December 9, 8 pm. No cover. Shanachie 
Pub, 50 South Main Street. Info: 459-9194.

Sunday, December 10
Willits Holiday Craft Fair 3rd Day: The final day of 
the 31st Annual Willits Holiday Craft Fair at Willits 
Community Center and at Willits Center for the 
Arts; Sunday, December 10, 10 am to 4 pm. See 
Friday, December 8 listing for more details.
Santa Photos at J.D. Redhouse: with local 
photographress Maureen Moore, noon to 2 
pm today, Sunday, December 10. See Friday, 

December 8 listing for 
more details.
Flamenco at WCT: 
the Bay Area dance 
company Caminos 
Flamencos presents 
“Tierra de Flamenco,” 
Sunday, December 10 at 
3 pm, $20. at the Willits 
Community Theatre, see 
Saturday, December 9 
listing for more details. 
30th annual Willits 
Community Christmas 
Chorale: Seasonal music 
and song for the whole 
family at this free event 
at the LDS Church at 265 
Margie Drive, on Sunday, 
December 10, at 6 pm. 

The 30th annual Willits Community Christmas 
Chorale features a line-up including: Emandal, 
Willits Charter School, City of 10,000 Buddhas 
Boys Chinese Orchestra, St. Francis Church, Ed 
Rinehart, Inland Valley Women’s Chorus, and many 
more. Hot apple cider and cookies will be served 
after the program. Info: Roni McFadden, 391-5461.

What's Happening Around Town

COLUMN | At the Movies

The Story: Family comedy filled 
with absurd Christmastime events. 
Some events are funny, some are 
embarrassing, some are touching. 
The stressed-out by Christmas 
bad moms trio, Mila Kunis, Kristen 
Bell, Kathryn Hahn (with a cameo 
by Christina Applegate) have 
catastrophically problematic over-
the-top bad moms played by 
Christine Baranski, Cheryl Hines, 
and Susan Sarandon. Traumatic 
events follow. Heartbreaking 
separations follow. Then everyone 
gets forgiven and back together, and 
it’s Christmas.

My Thoughts: I was 
prepared for stupid 
jokes, maybe even 
low-grade gas-passing 

jokes. And I did get some predictably absurd 
situations. But what is humor anyway beyond 
the stupid and absurd situations, low-grade and 
below-the-belt references, and snark, all of which 
“Bad Moms Christmas” delivers. This movie is 
filled with gifted actors who can deliver over-the-
top silly characters with perfect comedic timing 
and subtle expressiveness. For lovers of fine 

acting, Baranski, Hines and Sarandon 
are a joy to watch. I was in the theater 
with two other patrons, and we all 
laughed. Let me sum up. The flick is a 
comedy. It made me laugh. What else 
is there?
Parents: Not for kids because the sex 
jokes and situations and language 
would encourage children to use certain 
generally inappropriate four-letter 
words. Better not to bring them and then 
need to explain what they are too young 
to understand. Teens and up.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Daniel Essman
Columnist

‘Bad Moms 
Christmas’

Senior Center Lunch
Week of December 4 through December 8

Monday: Kielbasa & Peppers over Rice
Tuesday: Honey Chicken
Wednesday: Stuffed Peppers
Thursday: Scalloped Potatoes & Ham
Friday: Chicken Casserole

Harrah Senior Center serves lunch five days per 
week from 11:45 am to 1 pm. 55 and older: $5.50 per 
meal; under 55: $7 per meal. Includes soup, entree, 
vegetable, bread, dessert, and drink. 1501 Baechtel 
Road. Info: 459-6826

Volunteers Needed 
for Holiday Crafts Fair

December 8, 9, 10
If you are interested in volunteering to help with the craft fair, 

volunteer shifts are 2 hours long. Please apply online at: www.
willitscenterforthearts.org/2017-craft-fair-application or email 
ursula.p@thesighting.com for more information or call Bonnie 
at 459-4792. 

Santa Photos at 
J.D. Redhouse

December 8, 9, 10
Santa Claus and local photographress Maureen Moore will 

be back at J.D. Redhouse, 212 South Main Street on Friday, 
December 8 from 5 to 7 pm, on Saturday, December 9 from 
noon to 2 pm, and on Sunday, December 10 from noon to 2 pm 
for the annual Santa Photos event. There are no appointments 
needed; just drop in. “Feel free to come and see Santa, get a 
photo, and enjoy the merriment.” Pictures are $5 per group and 
will be offered only as digital images available for download. The 
events are held as 50/50 fundraisers and will benefit a different 
local group each day. For information: 972-7047 or check out the 
event pages on Facebook under “Santa Pix - Part 1 - Friday,” 
“Santa Pix - Part 2 - Saturday” or “Santa Pix - Part 3 - Sunday.”

30th Annual  
Willits Community  
Christmas Chorale

Sunday, December 10
Seasonal music and song for the whole family 

at this free event at the LDS Church at 265 
Margie Drive, on Sunday, December 10, at 6 pm. 
The 30th annual Willits Community Christmas 
Chorale “looks to be the biggest yet,” featuring 
performances by Emandal Chorale, Willits Charter 
School, City of 10,000 Buddha’s Boys Chinese 
Orchestra, St. Francis Church, Ed Rinehart, Inland 
Valley Women’s Chorus, and many more. Hot 
apple cider and cookies will be served after the 
program. For information: contact Roni McFadden 
391-5461

Holiday Craft Fair 
Culinary Offerings

December 8, 9, 10
Willits Charter School is proud to offer 

culinary excitement at the Willits Holiday 
Craft Fair at Willits Community Center, 
111 East Commercial Street. This year 
our culinary classes will be offering new 
items and a fresh take on our favorites. 
All meal items will be prepared under 
the direction of Culinary instructor, 
Charlie Widner, who has worked at the 
Ritz Carlton, taught at a culinary school 
in Asheville, and owned a restaurant 
called the Tomato Jam Cafe serving her 
famous “Cat’s Head Biscuits.” Food will 
be available from the fair’s opening on 
Friday, December 8 until the fair’s end on 
Sunday, December 10.

Flamenco  
at WCT

December 9 and 10
The Bay Area dance company Caminos Flamencos presents 

“Tierra de Flamenco,” an improvisational journey by flamenco 
artists who delve deeply into what makes flamenco great 
at its roots. With lead dancer and director Yaelisa. Saturday, 
December 9 at 8 pm, and Sunday, December 10 at 3 pm. 

This cuadro flamenco of world-class artists, including Yaelisa, 
guitarist Jason “El Rubio” McGuire, singer Felix de Lola, and 
dancer Fanny Ara, last performed in the area in 2013. 

A post-performance Q&A and wine will be served on Saturday 
night. Audiences are encouraged to stay and engage with each 
performer. Sunday matinee is “performance only.” Advance 
tickets are $25 for the Saturday show and $20 for the Sunday 
show. Tickets are available in person at Mazahar, 38. South 
Main Street, online at BrownPapertickets.com or by phone 24/7 
at 1-800-838-3006.

Christmas Bird Count 
in Willits

Thursday, December 14
The first annual Willits area Christmas Bird Count is set for 

Thursday, December 14. Willits bird enthusiasts who’ve been 
doing the Christmas Bird Count in Ukiah can do both this year, 
as the Ukiah event is set for Saturday, December 16. The point of 
a Christmas bird count is to list all the birds seen in an assigned 
area during one day. Note keepers and extra eyes needed, too, 
for those interested but not sure they have good enough bird ID 
skills to participate. At the end of the day, a potluck is held, and a 
compilation of the total birds is arrived at. This information is then 
sent to the National Audubon Society, where it is entered into 
the national database for help with research on bird population 
studies. To sign up for the Willits area count, call Marisela de 
Santa Anna at 459-2681 or Mike Curry at 916-214-8623.

Sharkmouth

Hardly Deadly

Twining Time

“Tierra de Flamenco”
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It Could Be
You!

Join TheFun!

WINTER WONDERLAND
MANAGER DRAWINGS

November 20th -
December 19th

$500 Cash Winner
Once A Day At

8:00 p.m.

See Players Club For More Detail

Tire Center of Willits

(707) 459-5938 • 1565 S.Main St., Willits, CA 95490

 500 D. Pinoleville Dr.    UKIAH, CA.
277 N. Lenore Ave.   WILLITS, CA

707-459-9116

Hometown Store | UKIAH | 707-462-2874
Safeway Shopping Center | WILLITS | 707-459-9700

See ER Energy for 
free estimates on

assessing your home 
for stoves.

Pellet • Wood • Gas
It’s easier

than you think!

Let
ER Energy 
Help You 

Keep Warm 
This Winter!

Clearance Sale 
on Wrangler

(Phone orders accepted.)

UPTOWN MERCANTILE
76405 Hwy. 162 • Covelo • (707) 983-8055

uptownmerchantile@gmail.com • Fax: 707-983-8003
Willits, Ca
yokumsbodyshop.com

& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE
CAR WASH

Holiday Crafts 
Fair 2017

More than 40 artists featured 
at festive Willits event this year

The 31st Annual Willits Center for the Arts Holiday 2017 Craft Fair, 
a tradition for many Willits shoppers, will once more provide festive 

holiday shopping at the Willits Community Center 
and upstairs at Willits Center for the Arts on Friday, 
December 8, Saturday, December 9 and Sunday, 
December 10. There will be live entertainment at 

both locations every day, and the “Kids Craft Fair” is set for Saturday 
from 10 am to 2 pm. 

Willits Holiday Craft Fair chairperson Bonnie Belt said over 40 artists 
will be on hand this year to tempt you with their unique art items. Along 
with some of the regular artists you depend on showing at the Holiday 
Fair, there will be some new artists with a wide variety of hand-crafted 
wares, from brooms, to new jewelry designs, to herbal wreaths and 
garlic braids, candy, and so much more!

Trinity County artisan Colleen Ferrara, one of the four owners of The 
Garlic People, surprised herself when she realized that it had been 
30 years since she learned the craft of braiding garlic after graduating 
from college. This Michigan native, who now lives in Trinity County in 
Trinity National Forest, with her husband and two children, has been 
involved for the past 20 years in the business of creating garlic braids, 
wreaths, and garlands for winter holiday craft shows. The children, 15 
and 10, are now partners in this business. This family of entrepreneurs 
organically grows most of their own food, plus all the garlic, culinary 
herbs, chilies, and dried flowers used in their crafts. What food they 
can’t use is donated to the Eureka food bank, Food for People. 

Over on Page 12Read the rest of
Crafts

Jenny Senter
Features Writer

At top: Jennifer Zeek handcrafted these leaf necklaces and 
earrings using repurposed materials. Above: A butterfly 
necklace also created with recycled materials by Zeek.
Below: A homegrown heart-shaped organic wreath created 
by The Garlic People.
Below, right: This hawks tail whisk broom by Caryn Fisher 
is made of broom corn with black nylon twine.

At top, left: The Garlic People make organic garlic braids. At 
top, right: This needle-felted witch by Caryn Fisher rides on 
a manzanita and broom corn broom.
Above: A decorative and useful wreath made with organic 
materials by The Garlic People.
Below: A turkey wing whisk broom crafted by Caryn Fisher 
of String Creek Crafts.

Willits Otters at

‘Thankswimming Classic’
Six anxious Willits Otter Swim Team members traveled to the beautiful Star Aquatics 

Facility in Fort Bragg last weekend to swim in the annual “Thankswimming Classic.” The 
Otters were anxious because they have not practiced since early August. The Otters 
represented were 8-year-old Aedan Lockwood-Chenelle; 11- and 12-year-olds, Farrow 
Lockwood Chenelle, McKenna and Kaylen Thom, and Sheridan Wood; and finally the old-
timer, 14-year-old Teo Labus.

They all started their swims enthusiastically, and seemed to fade in the fourth laps of 100 
yard swims, but surprising to them, they were very close to their last season-ending times 
or even had some season bests. Aeden, a dominant 8 and under swimmer, still managed to 
swim in the top four in all his swims. Not one swimmer was disqualified for an illegal stroke 
or turn, which is a great achievement for any team at a swim meet. The Otters will return to 
the water in February, and are looking forward to a strong season next year.

– Submitted by the Willits Otter Swim Team 
Otter Swim Team members attending the Fort Bragg “Thankswimming Classic 2017,” from left to right: 
Aedan Lockwood-Chenelle, Sheridan Wood, McKenna Thom, Kaylen Thom, Coach Lou Meier, Teo 
Labus, and Farrow Lockwood-Chenelle. 

Photo by Ken Schleintz

Congratulations to Ace Copy’s Willits 
Youth Soccer team for taking first place in 
the under-16 division of the travel league, 
for the second year in a row. The Ace Copy 
team, head coach Martin Rodriguez and 
assistant coach Saprina Rodriquez, had 13 
wins, 2 losses, and 1 tie for the season. 

Below is a report about this year’s season, 
including the hard-fought final tournament 
in Modesto, from assistant coach Saprina 
Rodriguez:

“Although we’ve been coaching many 
of these teenagers for years, a few new 
players came to Willits Youth Soccer’s Ace 
Copy team this year. The team has 18 boys 
and three girls. We have a policy of never 
turning away a child who wants to play 
soccer. Therefore, we often end up with 
large soccer squads.

“Our travel league competition was Ukiah, 
Laytonville, and Lake County teams through 
the travel league I created a few years ago. 
The goal was to keep kids in the program 
longer and offer more competition. This is 
the second year this core group took first 
place in the travel league.

“In addition to league play, the Ace Copy 
team attended three soccer tournaments. 
We hosted one as a fundraiser to reduce the 
cost of a big annual tournament in Modesto, 

the Founders Cup. This year’s location was 
at Mistlin Sports Park just outside Modesto. 
The weekend was filled with team bonding 
at the hotel, dinners together, and outings.

:The boys held Petaluma scoreless in 
the first match of the morning on October 
28. The second match against Elk Grove 
was intense. The team allowed one goal 
in the net, but still secured the win 3-1. On 
Sunday, we faced an Oakland team.

“Mariano Thomas played defensive 
midfield. He earned “most valuable player” 
for his unyielding determination on the field. 
He was a force with every attack on the 
ball. Spencer Copperfield held down our 
defense as sweeper with his speed and 
agility. Andres Hernandez, Hector Torrez, 
Makonnen Blessed, and Chilo Banuelos 
played outstanding defense. Angel Jacinto 
only allowed four goals in the net for the 
tournament. Our team had the lowest 
number of goals given up in the tournament.

“Juan Sanchez in the position of offensive 
midfielder distributed the ball with precision 
to his teammates Manual Banuelos, 
Edgar Gonzalez, Omar Rodriguez, Alvaro 
Mendoza and Chris Rodriguez (outside 
midfielders). Eric Rodriguez, who earned 

Willits Youth Soccer
Ace Copy team wins first place in local travel league

Over on Page 13Read the rest of
Soccer

Above: Members of Willits Youth Soccer’s Ace Copy team pose with their first-place travel league 
trophies. 
Below: Willits Youth Soccer’s Ace Copy team at the field at Mistlin Sports Park outside Modesto.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Hey Growers
1) Make your crop grow 
bigger with horse manure 
mulch this season for 
next spring. 2) FREE 
HORSE MANURE. 3) 
COMPOSTING TOILET 
New unused DanMar 
toilet – I bought the 
wrong one paid $2600 
Your price: $999. 4) Cool 
looking black 65 T-BIRD 
Good shape, Runs good: 
$9900. Single owner 
since 1965. 5) Horse 
Pasture for rent $125/
month. 6) Old Fashioned 
Franklin Stove: $50. Call 
Bobbie for any or all of the 
above: 459-9228.

RV/Trailer Space for 
Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers $425 per month, 
includes water & garbage. 
Close to Safeway in 
Willits. Call Rhonda (707) 
367-6178. See at “http://
www.oaknvine.net/tp”

Looking for Land
I am looking for a 
piece of land to buy 
for under $20,000 (not 
in Brooktrails) for the 
purpose of growing food 
and building a cabin. 
Great references. Jo 606-
481-0331. 

Now Open - Cafe 77
77 South Main Street, 
(formerly Ardella’s). Open 
every day. 7 am to 3 pm. 
Come join us!

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog

707-367-6182, Willits

Algebra, Geometry
Tutoring, Test Prep

Mac Smith 459-MATH

Affordable Tutoring
English, Math, Test Prep, 
Homework Support, Study 
Skills. Maddie Armstrong 
… 707 841-3106. Call to 
arrange free consultation 
and grade availability.

Amazing!!
Beef Special

John Ford Rancher’s 
Choice Box: 50 pounds of 
steaks, roasts and ground 
beef. $300 ($6/pound), 
amazing deal! Natural 
ranch-raised grass fed 
beef, no hormones or 
antibiotics. Call now: 459-
5193.

Bookkeeping 
Services

$35/hour
Experienced
Local References
Lynn 456-9215

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC and Macintosh. 
Repairs and configuration 
$50/hr. Tutoring $30/
hr. Call Liam 459-2470 
or email macamergin@
yahoo.com. 

Closing Sale
Selling exercise 
equipment, business 
furniture, and other 
inventory, Fit n Fabulous 
Fitness, 1726 South 
Main (next to Goodwill), 
beginning Friday, 
November 25 at 10 am, 
until sold. 707-513-6395. 

Drivers Wanted
Shuster’s Transportation, 
Inc seeks Class A Drivers 
for Full-Time Chip Truck 
position. Benefit package 
includes medical, dental, 
and holiday pay. Min 
1 year experience and 
current DMV report 
required: (707) 459-4131.

For Rent
Executive office - 2 large 
offices, 1 small; kitchen, 
bath and reception. 1,240 
square feet. An additional 
370 square feet could 
be added if needed. Call 
Margie, 459-6874 or 
Megan, 972-8776.

Hair Stations
Willits Salon & Spa: 
hair stations for rent or 
commission. Also seeking 
spa professionals. 91 So. 
Main St. WillitsSpa.com 
707-841-1100

Water Water Water 
45+ gpm. 1 bedroom 
cabin phone & electric, 
Secluded 12 acres. 
$295,000 Lincoln Realty: 
707-459-4599. 

Giant Gym 
Yard Sale

Giant Gym Yard Sale 
two days – Deep Valley 
Christian School – 8555 
Uva Drive, Redwood 
Valley (across from the 
Broiler) – 12/1 (8 am to 
6 pm) and 12/2 (8 am to 
4 pm)

Heartfelt 
Counseling

Divora Stern LCSW, 
Energy Psychology, (707) 
354-9911. Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy, EFT, 
Alternative Modalities 
Available Somatic/TRE, 
Art As Therapy. Seeking 
Help As A Strength. 716 S. 
Main Willits. Partnership & 
Medicare Accepted 

Help Wanted
Adventist Health 
Homecare & Hospice 
Services – Mendocino 
County. Part Time or Per 
Diem Speech Therapist 
needed. Call H/R Trudy 
#456-3230.

$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks

Include your 
classified ad 
here next 

week! 
$10 | 30 words 

2 weeks

Run your 
legal ad 

with  
Willits 
Weekly!

Email  
willitsweekly 

@gmail.com or call 
459-2633 for info

LEGAL 
NOTICES

Volunteer 
Opportunities

The Willits Senior Center 
has many areas where 
your expertise and talents 
are needed. Front Desk, 
Thrift Store, Dining Room, 
Sunday Bingo, Sunday 
Breakfast, Special 
Dinners, Landscaping, 
Garden, Firewood. Come 
join our team, call Deb at 
707-459-6826.

The North Bay Fire Relief Fund (NBFRF) was created 
to support the immediate needs of fire victims. If 
you’ve lost your home, had a reduction in or loss of 
employment or your business has been impacted, you 
can apply for support. Funds are available to support 

 (Sonoma, 
Napa, Mendocino, Lake), including undocumented 
residents.
The North Bay Fire Relief Fund was created by RCU 
Community Fund, Inc. in partnership with those 
listed below. RCU is paying all administrative costs, 
(including for nonprofits) so 100% of donations are 
aiding fire victims. 
We’ve partnered with the agencies (at right) to accept 
applications and disburse funds to fire victims. 

RCU Community Fund Inc. (RCUCF) is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization—Tax ID #47-5084832. All donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

For more information visit www.redwoodcu.org/apply4firerelief

Mendocino & Lake Counties
North Coast  Opportunities
Application deadline: November 30  
   Apply online:
       www.ncoinc.org

   Applications also available at:
 •  Mendocino County Local Assistance Center (LAC):  

Crossroads Shopping Center , 1375 N. State St., Ukiah 
(near Raley’s)

 • Lake County Local Assistance Center (LAC):  Clearlake  
  Senior Community Center, 3245 Bowers Ave., Clearlake

Businesses Impacted (All four counties)
Lake Area Rotary Club (LARCA)

   Apply online for business recovery grants:   
www.larca5130.org/business-recovery-grant 

North Bay Fire Relief Fund
How to Apply for Support

We are continuing to accept contributions to help fire victims. To donate, visit www.redwoodcu.org/northbayfirerelief

Adam’s Restaurant
50 S. Main St. Hwy. 101. Willits, CA

New phone number

707-409-4378
     

Open Tuesday through Sunday
Closed Mondays

**All pets must show proof of rabies and bordatella vaccine **

East Hill Veterinary Clinic

1200 E Hill Rd, Willits, CA

need: jackets, pants, shoes. We take that 
information, and we put it on a tag that goes 
on the trees you see around town. 

“A donor can pick one or more tags,” 
explained Venturi, “and buy what is on the 
tag and bring it to the Rexall distribution 
center at 90 South Main Street. We are 
open from 2 pm to 8 pm every day beginning 
December 1. People can come in and help 
us wrap anytime they see the lights on. We 
provide the wrapping paper and everything 
else they need, and they can just wrap their 
hearts out.

“Last year we provided gifts for 450 kids 
from 199 families.”

This year’s Toy Run was extremely 
successful despite the “liquid sunshine” 
(rain) that seemed to let up during the run 
from the Evergreen Shopping Center to 
the Willits Grange, where great food and 
fellowship, loud music, raffles and a live 
auction occurred. Even though the numbers 

on the actual run were down due to the 
rain, the number of bikers and others who 
showed up with toys or donations in hand 
(the price of admission) filled the hall to 
capacity. 

The highlight of the festivities was a live 
auction, run by Venturi and his wife, Kim 
“Sugar B,” which this year offered some 
amazing and valuable goods. There was a 
large metal winged pig from Willits Furniture, 
a Stihl weed eater from Willits Power, a 
beautiful stained glass winged Harley 
Davidson emblem from “Al Ninimous,” 
leather jackets, power tools and many 
others. The bidding was loud and generous.

The ride itself is symbolic, with the Little 
Lake Fire Department leading the way 
to clear the traffic with lights and sirens 
blazing, but the true heart of the event is the 
family of bikers and others who showed up 
at the Grange on a rainy day to support the 
community and, especially, the children.
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Above: Santa 
leads the bikers 
under the Willits 
arch as they head 
towards the Little 
Lake Grange for 
the annual Toy 
Run. 
At left: Some of 
the collected toys 
wait to be wrapped 
and given to a 
child in need.

Photos by  
Mathew Caine

They love their remote home, and 
Ferrara said the family can go for months 
without leaving their property. A shopping 
trip to Arcata is a three-hour drive away. 
Ferrara said it is not uncommon, when the 
family returns from one of the five holiday 
craft fairs they all attend, to find they have 
been snowed out of their home. The family 
must always be prepared to leave their car 
and walk on snowshoes up to eight miles 
to their home. 

“It’s been an interesting, beautiful life that 
we enjoy sharing with the people we meet 
during the shows, which is our biggest 
social event of the year!” Ferrara said.

“Recycle, Reuse, Repurpose with Style” 
is the focus of the jewelry designed by 
Willits artist Jennifer Zeek. Zeek creates 
hand-painted and crafted paper jewelry 
that is not only unique and beautiful, but 
environmentally friendly! 

She uses watercolor paper, junk mail, 
cereal boxes, tape tubes, vintage buttons, 
pieces of discarded jewelry, puzzle pieces, 
kids or grandkids artwork, and much more 
to create her one-of-a kind pieces. When 
you look at her jewelry, you really can’t 
believe that it is made from what some 
would consider trash! 

Zeek moved to Willits four years ago 
when her husband, a minister, transferred 
to the First Baptist Church, now the 
Calvary Baptist Church. She related that 
her husband, the grandson of educator and 
civic leader Frank Zeek, grew up in Ukiah 
and was that day substituting at Ukiah’s 
Frank Zeek Elementary School. 

She met her husband while studying art 
at Modesto Junior College. They married, 
had four sons, and found his career as a 
minister took them around the country. She 
found that each community offered her a 
chance to learn and appreciate art from 
that region. She attributes their travels to 
allowing her to see art in a different way.

When cleaning out her mother’s house 
after she died in 2007, she found her 
mom had saved all the greeting cards she 
had given her. She took those cards and 
started creating keepsakes for herself and 
then for others. Eventually, she started 
making jewelry and opened an Etsy shop, 

Jennuwine Design Jewelry. 
Each of Zeek’s one-of-a-kind pieces of 

wearable art has a waterproof finish. When 
asked how she got into this unusual art 
medium, she laughed and said that every 
year of her elementary school education, 
teachers wrote on her report card, “Jennifer 
needs to learn to follow instructions”! 

She thinks that “problem” with following 
instructions has led her to choose this 
unusual medium to create her beautiful 
jewelry. She noted that she finds: “With 
a little imagination the possibilities are 
limitless!”

Willits artist Caryn Fisher will be at the 
Holiday Crafts Fair with her needle-felted 
animals and ornaments. While time-
consuming, needle-felting is something 
Fisher really enjoys. She started out 
creating small needle-felted containers 
after seeing them at the Waldorf School in 
Calpella. 

She also will have her handmade brooms 
for sale. These beautiful brooms are made 
from broom corn, a type of sorghum, 
to which she adds tassels and other 
decorations. She just started this craft in 
August after she hosted a workshop with 
the local shop, Re-Evolution, with broom-
maker Bethany Ridenour. 

Two weeks later, Fisher bought her first 
box of corn and began making brooms in 
earnest. It was about that time that she 
made the decision to open an Etsy shop, 
String Creek Crafts. She has future plans 
to add broom corn to her home vegetable 
garden.

Fisher, a self-described small-town girl, 
grew up in Colorado, in a home where 
her mother was always quilting, weaving 
or knitting. “Living in the country gave me 
a great love for nature,” she said. Fisher 
loves natural fiber and purchases her roving 
from Heidi’s Yarn Haven in Ukiah and at the 
Mendocino County Fair in Boonville. 

Willits Community Center is at 111 East 
Commercial Street, and the Willits Center 
for the Arts is at 71 East Commercial Street. 
For information: Bonnie at 459-4792.
Editor’s note: More Holiday Crafts Fair 
artists will be featured in next week’s Willits 
Weekly. 

WW136 

Fictitious Business Name 
Statement 

2017-FF0796  
The following person is doing 

business as: Suite 75, 75b South Main 
St., Willits CA 95490. This business is 
conducted by an individual: Christina 
Nicole Lawrence, 370 Laurel St., 
Willits CA 95490. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name or names listed above 
on: 01/27/2017. 

Statement filed with the Mendocino 
County Clerk on November 7, 2017. 

s/Christina Lawrence 

Pub dates 11/30, 12/07, 12/14, 
12/21/2017 

OBITUARY |

James Harwood
James Jackson “Jack” Harwood was born August 15, 

1955 in Willits – the third child of Arthur “Bud” Harwood and 
Virginia Zinn Harwood. Jack passed away on October 3, 
2017 at the age of 62 years in Branscomb. He is survived 
by his girlfriend Suzanne Linker, son Matthew Bennett 
(girlfriend Angela), two grandchildren, Niya and Parker, 
mother Virginia, brothers Art and Calvin, sister Liz, and 
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

Jack grew up in Branscomb and graduated from 
Laytonville High School. He attended San Diego State 
University, Sacramento State University and University 
of Nevada in Reno. After college, Jack built a house and 
lived in Truckee where he was an avid skier and played 
rugby for the local Truckee / Tahoe Rugby Club. Shortly 
thereafter he sold his house in Truckee and moved back 
to Branscomb where he worked as a timber faller and as a 
saw-filer at the Harwood mill, among other jobs.

In addition to skiing, Jack loved to ride dirt bikes, play 
baseball, dive for abalone and tinker with all of the old 
cars, motorcycles and engines that he collected. He was 
a big 49er and Giants fan. The past few years, Jack and 
Suzanne traveled around the country, where they got to 
see the inauguration of Barak Obama and tour Manhattan 
in his motor home.

Jack was quick to lend a hand and willingly shared 
whatever resources he had available. His friends and 
family will miss Jack.

Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-
Lucier Mortuary.

highest goal scorer in the league, kept the Oakland team 
hard-pressed to defend our attacks. Angel Gandarilla kept 
working the outside wing. He ran like lighting firing off at 
the Oakland goalkeeper repeatedly.

“We could feel the trophy within our grasp when Oakland, 
in the final five minutes of a tied match, took a corner 
kick. The ball hit the back post and deflected into the net. 
Despite the final score of 2-3 and a missed opportunity to 
play in the Founders Cup finals, we still felt proud. We set 
a new record for a Willits team’s accomplishments.

“Being from a small town gives us a smaller pool of 
players to draw from. However, the game is played in 
the heart and minds of players. This team demonstrated 
determination and commitment that earned them Willits 
pride!”

– Saprina Rodriguez, assistant coach 

Current Job Openings:
Animal Control Shelter Supervisor -

Fort Bragg
Animal Facility Attendant - Fort Bragg

Assistant Auditor-Controller
Environmental Health Specialist I/II

Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Senior Heavy Equipment Mechanic

Social Worker Supervisor I
Social Worker Supervisor II-A

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

5:20 pm: Officers 
responded to a report of 
threats in the 100 block of 
South Main Street.

November 25
2:19 am: Officers 

responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 600 
block of South Main Street.

3:22 am: JENNISON, 
Erin Victoria (39) of 
Willits was contacted in 
the 200 block of School 
Street. She was arrested 
pursuant to 647 (F) PC 
(Public Intoxication) and on 
misdemeanor charges of 
disorderly conduct (alcohol) 
and violation of probation.

9:47 am: FRANCIS, 
John Larry (45) of Willits 
was contacted in the 
1700 block of South Main 
Street. He was arrested on 
misdemeanor charges of 
violation of probation.

11:17 am: Officers 
initiated a theft investigation 
in the 100 block of East Oak 
Street.

4:44 pm: Officers 

responded to a report of 
suspicious activity in the 
100 block of Marcela Drive.

5:37 pm: Officers 
initiated a missing person 
investigation in the 100 
block of East Mendocino 
Avenue.

5:41 pm: Officers 
responded to a disturbance 
in the 100 block of West 
Van Lane.

5:52 pm: Officers initiated 
a burglary investigation in 
the 300 block of Creekside 
Drive.

November 26
4:49 pm: Officers initiated 

a theft investigation in the 
800 block of South Main 
Street.

6:23 pm: Officers 
responded to a report of 
suspicious activity in the 
1400 block of Baechtel 
Road.

9:07 pm: Officers initiated 
a burglary investigation 
in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.



Willits Weekly | November 30, 2017       Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Pg. 15Pg.14      Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Willits Weekly | November 30, 2017

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Movie Times for 12/1 thru 12/7                                  This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

WONDER
(PG) 1 hr 53 mins

Fri:
6:00 & 8:30pm

Sat:
3:30, 6:00 & 8:30pm

Sun:
2:30, 5:00 & 7:30pm

Mon-Thurs:
5:00 & 7:30pm

Next Week:
LADY BIRD

COCO
(PG) 2 hrs 8 mins

Fri:
5:20 & 8:15pm

Sat:
2:25, 5:20 & 8:15pm

Sun:
1:25, 4:20 & 7:15pm

Mon-Thurs:
4:20 & 7:15pm

JUSTICE LEAGUE
(PG13) 2 hrs

Fri:
5:45 & 8:20pm 

Sat:
3:10, 5:45 & 8:20pm

Sun:
2:10, 4:45 & 7:20pm

Mon-Thurs:
4:45 & 7:20pm

By Louis Rohlicek, WW contributor 
There were so many dishes: three long 

tables covered with plates of pastas, bowls 
of salads, mashed potatoes, ratatouille, 
green bean casseroles, seitan strips, 
cranberry concoctions, bean dishes, 
pizza, even a generous donation of two 
delectable sweet potato pies, spinach 
callaloo, and Johnny cakes crafted by 
Maxine at Caribbean Vybz in Willits.… I 
can’t remember them all. 

It was the occasion of the sixth annual 
Thanksgiving vegan potluck dinner at the 
Laytonville Garden Club. There were about 
100 people in attendance – coming from 
Garberville to Redwood Valley. Everyone 
brought a vegan dish. It was a feast fit for 
a queen.

This vegan Thanksgiving celebration, 
held Sunday, November 19, wasn’t always 
this large. It started in our kitchen 12 years 
ago, with Jon Spitz, Sally [Rohlicek] and 
me enjoying Sally’s Thanksgiving dinner 
of roast nut loaf, roast potatoes, wild 
mushroom gravy, yams, creamed Brussels 
sprouts, cranberries and dessert. 

The next year Jon brought Dave 
Williamson to join in. Others heard about 
the vegan feast, and more people started 
coming, including Janelle Saulstich, Curtis 
Peters, and Rosebud and Scott Ireland. 
Good food, good wine, good company ... 
the Thanksgiving formula in spades.

It grew too big for our house. For two 
years Janelle and Curtis hosted the event, 
and the numbers still grew. Within two 
years it outgrew their house as well, so Jon 

moved the harvest celebration to the more 
spacious Laytonville Garden Cub. 

I was sorry to see it move. Janelle is 
a great cook, and she created fabulous 
dishes for her guests. And don’t get me 
started about her amazing desserts. 
Fortunately for us all, Janelle continues to 
bring desserts to the potluck extravaganza 
at the Garden Club. 

This year’s attendance was the largest 
yet. Some people brought wine. 

There were lots of conversations. 
Not everyone was a vegan. Not everyone 

was even a vegetarian. It didn’t matter, as 
long as you brought a dish to share that 
had no animal products in it. That’s what 
defines a vegan dish. 

Jon, who, along with Janelle and Curtis, 
organizes the Laytonville vegan potlucks, 
reminded everyone that there are actually 
three vegan gatherings every year at the 
Garden Club: in the spring, summer, and 
fall. Jon calls these occasions the L.O.V.E. 
events (Laytonville Organic Vegan 
Experience). Anyone who wants to find out 
more should contact Jon at plantbased.
js@gmail.com. 

I admit I really ate a lot – maybe not as 
much as Susan, the small woman sitting 
next to me, but a lot. And I was not alone. As 
the number of participants keeps growing, 
it will become too large for the Garden 
Club. Then the Vegan Thanksgiving Feast 
will have to move to the larger Harwood 
Hall. That will be OK with me, as long as 
Janelle keeps bringing her desserts.

Vegan Feast
6th annual Thanksgiving potluck draws 
large crowd to Laytonville Garden Club

Above, left: Attendees 
socialize after their vegan 
feast. At right: A young diner 
poses before enjoying his 
plate of vegan sides.
Below, right: Two delectable 
sweet potato pies, donated 
to the vegan feast by Maxine, 
owner of Caribbean Vybz in 
Willits.

Photos by Doris Wier  
and Louis Rohlicek

Above, left: Board of 
supervisors candidate 
John Haschak, left, chats 
with potluck organizer Jon 
Spitz. 
At right: This plate 
shows off some of the 
potluck dishes at the 
vegan Thanksgiving, 
which included pastas, 
salads, mashed potatoes, 
ratatouille, green bean 
casseroles, seitan strips, 
cranberry concoctions, 
bean dishes and pizza.

212 South Main Street  Downtown Willits  459-1214
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Garland had “pushed her, then struck her 
in the face with one of his hands” during an 
argument earlier in the evening.

The woman “sustained a visible injury to 
her face as a result of the assault,” Dygert 
said. Garland was “on active Mendocino 

County probation at the time of incident,” 
he added.

Garland was taken to county jail. Bail 
was set at $25,000. 
This report was based on a press release 
from the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office. 
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recommendations to the board of supervisors on how the funds raised by Measure B will be 
spent will meet for the first time in January. 

The extra half-cent sales tax for five years approved by Measure B will come into effect 
on February 15, 110 days after the measure was approved by the voters on November 7, 
raising an estimated $38 million countywide in those five years. In the City of Willits, the 
added half-cent in sales tax will increase the tax rate to 8.375 percent. After five years, the 
extra sales tax to fund mental health will decrease to one-eighth of a cent, making the sales 
tax rate in Willits an even 8 percent. 

sheriff’s Sgt. Joseph DeMarco.
Two of the men are believed to have 

invaded a home in the 700 block of 
Branscomb Road at gunpoint in search of 
money and marijuana. When the 62-year-
old woman living there, who has a medical 
marijuana permit, told them she had neither 
money nor pot, the men allegedly pistol-
whipped her several times, DeMarco said. 
“They held her against her will until a family 
member arrived” a short time later.

The men then fled up Branscomb Road, 
where they were picked up by the olive-
green Ford Expedition.

While sheriff’s deputies were responding 
to the scene, a Cahto Tribal Police officer 
radioed he had passed an olive-green 
Expedition traveling south on Highway 101 
in the Shamrock Ranch area in Laytonville, 
DeMarco said, but later lost sight of the 
vehicle.

Minutes later, the Sheriff’s Office dispatch 
center received a call from a driver reporting 
a possible drunk or reckless driver traveling 
south on Highway 101 near Oil Well Hill 
in an olive-colored Ford Expedition, and 
shortly thereafter deputies on Highway 101 
near Reynolds Highway spotted the vehicle 
traveling south.

The Expedition was stopped near the 

Willits city limits and the three subjects 
detained. The woman, who had suffered 
injuries to the left side of her face and head 
“identified the three subjects during an in-
field viewing as the [men] who had been at 
her residence,” DeMarco said.

The three suspects were arrested on 
suspicion of kidnapping to commit robbery, 
assault with a deadly weapon, being 
armed in the commission of a felony, and 
conspiracy to commit a felony.

The driver of the Expedition also was 
arrested on suspicion of aiding a principal 
in a felony.

All were taken to county jail.
Further investigation revealed Walker 

was on state parole and federal probation 
for bank robbery. Richardson was on 
post-release community supervision in 
San Joaquin County and had outstanding 
warrants for his arrest. Porter-Walker was 
on formal probation in Alameda County for 
possession of stolen property.

Walker is being held without bail. 
Richardson is being held in lieu of $256,000 
bail, while Porter-Walker is being held on 
$275,000 bail.
This report was based on a press release 
from the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office. 

and experience make him uniquely qualified 
to know what to do when calamity strikes.

Carter has been a first-responder after 
four earthquakes, three major fires, a 
supertanker explosion, and the Rodney 
King riots in Los Angeles. He’s got 26 years 
experience as a marine, is in the National 
Guard, and was with the LAPD for 21 years. 
He’s a CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team) county team coordinator 
and master trainer, licensed ham radio 
operator, and a member of the Mendocino 
Council of Governments and the Laytonville 
Municipal Advisory Council. 

His advice is worth paying attention to, 
and he’s big on written plans – however 
many you need to make – once you assess 
your particular situation. Print the plans. 
Don’t leave them on your hard drive, and 
make sure everyone in the family knows 
where they are.

Plans require lists, which Carter is also 
big on. He advises family input when 
making them, as one family member’s 
prized possession might not be obvious to 
everyone else. Prioritize items on the list 
and update it annually. Know where items on 
the list are stored, what vehicle to load them 
into, and who is going to be responsible for 
doing that. Make your lists “multi-phased,” 
depending on available time. In other words, 
a list for things that get loaded up if you have 
15 minutes, a list if you have another 15 
minutes, and a list if you have plenty of time.

Before disaster strikes, meet as a family 
and decide how you will stay in touch with 
each other and where you will meet in case 
you’re not together when it strikes. Have 
an “emergency rallying point” close by, and 
one far away. Two-way radios for family 
communication – FRS (family radio service) 
and GMRS (general mobile radio service) 
– are good for short distances during 
evacuation or talking car-to-car.

Agree on an out-of-area contact person, 
let the person know that he or she is the 
contact, and make sure everyone has that 
person’s name or number. 

Have a portable, hand-crank AM/FM 
radio. If you know a ham radio operator, 
he or she is probably a great source 
of information. They’re not allowed to 
publically provide emergency information, 
but they’ll likely have it. Better yet, become 
one yourself. Contact Willits Amateur Radio 
Society’s secretary Joyce Cader at kj6zvs@
gmail.com for help getting started.

Carter also recommends “community 
mapping” – neighbors getting together 
and mapping each other’s gas, water and 
electricity infrastructure so things can be 
turned off if someone is away or unable to 
do it for themselves. 

Depending on the type of calamity, you 
might have to evacuate quickly, you might 
have a bit more time, 
or you might have 
to stay where you 
are without having 
what you’re used to 
having to survive. 
Plan for all three.

“If someone in a 
uniform knocks on 
your door, and you 
have 15 minutes to 
evacuate, go,” said 
Carter. 

That, as you 
might imagine, is 
an important 15 
minutes. If you have 
no written plan for 
what to bring with 
you, your brain 
will go into “absolute 
overload.” And, after 
asking yourself – What 
do I take? What do I put 
it in? What do I do? – 
you will be well into your 
15 minutes. 

With a plan, you don’t have to think, just 
read and cross things off your list as they’re 
done. 

Carter recommends all vehicles contain 
first-aid kits stocked to treat all family 
members, including a first-aid book. And 
if you use something in the kit before a 
disaster, refill it. Keep some simple tools in 
the car too, and emergency blankets, WD 
40, and duct tape.

An already packed and ready to “go bag” 
should always be ready to grab, filled with 
any old sturdy clothes – long pants, long-
sleeve shirts, good shoes, hat, and a small 
amount of food, like granola bars.

If you have more than 15 minutes – say 
the fire is still 15 miles away – you will have 
time to pack up what’s on your second list: 
photos, important papers, keepsakes, etc.

In an “extended emergency,” if you 
have to shelter in place and live without 
power, gas or grocery stores, you need a 
minimum three-week survival plan – which 
includes food, water, shelter, clothing, and 
an alternative shelter to your residence 
containing additional supplies.

Supplies include simple, easy-to-prepare 

foods with extended shelf lives. Check 
expiration dates when purchasing, and 
rotate un-canned food annually. Include 
condiments and honey, which, said Carter, 
is “the one substance on Earth that never 
spoils.” Use solid storage containers and list 
what’s in them. Make sure you can lift them. 
Include a manual can opener and “portable 
kitchen” consisting of an easy-to-clean pot, 
large spoon, large knife, a pot for heating 
water, a two-burner Coleman stove with 
spark igniter and extra propane canisters, 
and a non-breakable bowl, spoon, and cup 
for each family member. 

Large plastic buckets with lids are 
valuable for storage, washing dishes and 
sanitation.

Speaking of sanitation, toilet facilities may 
become inoperative or non-existent after a 
disaster. 

A bucket of water can be used to flush a 
toilet if running water is not available. 

If you’re on your own without a toilet, a 
bucket packed with wipes, toilet paper, 
and plastic kitchen bags can be your new 
bathroom.

Lined with the plastic bags, the bucket can 
be used as a porta-potty when all else fails. 
The waste is biohazardous and should be 
buried, marked, and dug up and disposed of 
more appropriately at a later time. 

Water is of “ultimate importance,” said 
Carter. Water systems fail when power is 
lost. You can store it in bottles, but you’ll 
probably need more than that. 

Additional sources include lakes and 
streams, and water from them requires 
purification either by boiling, chemical 
tablets, filtration, or bleach. Carter 
recommends unscented bleach as the 
easiest. You’ll need two buckets for this and 
a plastic eyedropper taped to the bleach 
bottle. Use one bucket to scoop the water 
and then put eight drops of bleach in it 
for each gallon of water. After a bit, strain 
it – “an old T-shirt is good,” Carter said – 
and then pour it into the second bucket. If 
it doesn’t smell of bleach, add eight more 
drops. Never use over 16 drops per gallon. 
Figure that 30 gallons of water will suffice 
for two people for a week, and one gallon 
of bleach will purify 3,800 gallons of water.

The best back-up for basic electrical needs 
is a generator, but only run as necessary. If 
you avoid opening the refrigerator, one hour 
on and three off will sustain refrigeration. 
Carter recommends having at least 20 
gallons of gas stored and replacing it every 
six months (he changes his every three 
months). A product called STA-BIL can also 
be used to prolong the useful life of gas.

In a “major incident,” once the grocery 
store shelves are bare, “civilization breaks 
down in a heartbeat,” said Carter. A veteran 
of the 1992 Rodney King riots in LA, Carter 

described the 
uprising as moving 
“through LA like a 
wave. There weren’t 
enough police to 
handle it.”

It’s not so different 
here. “In Mendocino 
County there aren’t 
enough police and 
sheriff deputies, so 
you will probably 
be on your own. If 
you can’t defend 
yourself, people 
will take from you.” 
Acknowledging this 
was a controversial 
subject, which he 
would not discuss 

further, Carter said “a 
firearm is your best 
protection.” 

Really, this article 
barely scratches the 
surface of Carter’s wealth 
of information, experience 

and expertise. 
Go to the Avenues to Wellness homepage, 

avenuestowellness.org, to access the 
information-packed handouts from his talk 
– about planning for emergencies, and 
preparing home, personal and car survival 
kits. 

Want to get even more prepared? Carter 
is teaching a three-day CERT training in 
January and February at CalFire’s Howard 
Forest Station – a “phenomenal facility,” 
he said. It’s free. You will learn how to help 
first responders by providing advanced 
emergency first aid with limited supplies, 
participate in light search and rescue 
operations, and much more. 

CERT is about “doing the greatest good 
for the greatest number in the shortest 
amount of time,” said Carter. Contact North 
Coast Opportunities volunteer network 
program coordinator Kayla Harrison at 462-
1959 or kharrison@ncoinc.org to register or 
for more information.

Finally, Carter said: “It’s going to happen 
again. We live in a forest. An ounce of 
preparation is worth a ton of anguish and 
confusion.”

CERT master trainer Mike Carter.

D’wan Porter-Walker of Oakland. James Richardson of Discovery Bay.Johnny Walker III of Oakland.

Two people suffered serious injuries 
Tuesday morning when the pickup truck in 
which they were riding struck a tree in front 
of the Les Schwab Tire Center in the 1500 
block of South Main Street.

The Dodge 
Ram pickup “hit 
the tree at about 
8:50 am at a pretty 

good speed,” Willits police Sgt. Kevin Leef 
told Willits Weekly on Wednesday, “but we 
really don’t know why.”

A spokesman for the Little Lake Fire 
Department said one of the pickup’s 
occupants “had self-extricated,” from the 
wreckage, but firefighters had to free the 

second occupant, who was pinned in the 
cab.

Both suffered “pretty good injuries,” Leef 
said, and were rushed to Howard Memorial 
Hospital for treatment.

According to a Mendocino Sports Plus 
report on Facebook: “A first responder 
said there were two people with ‘moderate 
to major injuries,’ and requested an air 
ambulance. REACH 18 was contacted, but 
declined to respond due to the weather.”

Leef said the single-vehicle accident 
remains under investigation. Police have 
been unable to speak with the driver of the 
pickup, who “is still unconscious.”

Dan McKee
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Safety concerns arising from recent 
rains caused ECC, a subcontractor for the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to send 
its Sonoma County work crews home on 

Monday. 
According to 

Corps Public 
Affairs Specialist 

Patrick Bloodgood, crews were working in 
Sonoma County on Monday when an ECC 
safety officer judged the ground too wet to 
operate heavy equipment in a safe manner. 
He ordered the crews to suspend work, 
and workers returned home after working 
a half-day on Monday. 

According to Bloodgood, all the crews 
were back at work on Tuesday. Bloodgood 
did not know how many employees were 
affected. 

Bloodgood said the Sonoma safety 
stand-down did not affect workers in 
Mendocino County. “There was slight dip 
in the number of employees on the ground 
in Mendocino County due to ECC moving 
some of its people around in the interest 

of efficiency and productivity,” Bloodgood 
said. 

Bloodgood added that supervisors from 
both ECC and the Army Corps remain 
confident they will complete debris removal 
resulting from the Redwood fire by early 
2018.

“As we go through this process, you will 
see some fluctuation in crew sizes and in 
the number of crews that are out there,” 
Bloodgood said. “You may also hear 
rumors that we have run out of money 
and [have had] to stop work because of 
that. Those rumors are wrong. There is 
sufficient money available to get the work 
completed.” 

Founded in 1985, ECC is a Burlingame-
based, employee-owned business 
providing “high-quality, comprehensive, 
and competitive design-build, construction, 
environmental remediation, munitions 
response, and international development 
services” to its clients. It has offices across 
the United States, as well as in Guam, 
Germany, Italy and Kuwait.

Wet ground briefly halts fire debris removal 
work in Sonoma County

Two injured when pickup hits tree

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com



Pg.16      Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Willits Weekly | November 30, 2017

Do it  
for you. 

F LU  S H OT S  N O W  AVA I L A B L E  AT  H O WA R D  P H A R M AC Y

Getting vaccinated against the flu is the first and best way to 
protect you and your loved ones from getting the flu. Influenza 
can lead to serious complications and even death for people in 
high risk groups, such as pregnant women, adults 65 and over 
and those with chronic illnesses. 

Even healthy adults and children can get the flu that’s why the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) recommends everyone 6 months of age and 
older get a flu vaccine every year. And now, we’ve made it easier for you 
to protect yourself and those you love against the flu. Stop by Howard 
Pharmacy and get a flu shot, no appointment necessary. 

Frank R. Howard Memorial HospitalMost insurance plans cover flu vaccinations.  
Ask our pharmacy staff about your specific plan

Do it  
for them.

Now  
accepting  

Medi-Cal & 
Partnership!

Get the Flu Shot Today
At Howard Pharmacy

Call 707.456.3005 to learn more

3 Marcela Drive, Suite B
In the Lamprich Center Building, in front of the hospital 

No appointment necessary
Open Monday to Friday

9:00 AM – 5:30 PM

Tire Center
of Willits

(707) 459-5938 • 1565 S.Main St., Willits, CA 95490

BEST. GIFT. EVER.

Gift certificates make the perfect present!

Photography by Maureen Moore 707-972-7047

150 South Main Street • #A
Willits • 707-459-0512

10:30 a.m.
 to 5:30 p.m.

20% OFF
All Day

Saturday, December 2ND

is

We’re always here to help make sure holidays are bright!

707-459-9116

500 D. Pionleville Dr.     UKIAH, CA.
277 N. Lenore Ave.     WILLITS, CA

Show
your car some

love for the
holidays.

— — —
154 S. Main • Willits • 456-9647

Excludes Wesco and Danner Boots
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A Willits Weekly special 
featuring holiday fun and 

community festivities 
for the Ukiah area

Thursday, November 30, 2017

At left: Advanced 
skaters, including 
the Ukiah Skating 
Academy, performed for 
the crowd at the 2016 
Ukiah on Ice event. 
Below, left: Tiffany 
Gibson handed out 988 
commemorative gloves 
to Adventist Health 
Ukiah Valley guests 
during the hospital’s 
60th anniversary party 
at the ice rink last year. 
Below, right: Adventist 
Health Ukiah Valley 
CEO Gwen Matthews 
joined skaters on the 
ice. 

Above: The 2017 
Ukiah Parade of 
Lights viewing 
route, from North 
State Street at 
Brush Street to 
Alex Thomas 
Plaza.
Below: The MTA 
Holiday Trolley is 
giving free rides 
in downtown 
Ukiah until 
December 23.

Scott Abildgaard, right, 
shows off his skating 
skills at the “Ukiah on 
Ice” rink in 2016.

Ice rink photos  
provided by AHUV

For 20 years, Mendocino Transit Authority’s Holiday 
Trolley has offered free rides to shoppers and families 
celebrating the holiday season, and this year the 
trolley’s sponsors anticipate that thousands of folks will 
hop aboard to enjoy the festive ride. 

The 2017 Holiday Trolley began its annual run on 
Friday, November 24, and continues through Saturday, 
December 23.

“The trolley is a traditional part of Ukiah’s holiday 
festivities and is a favorite with families and children,” 
said Carla Meyer, general manager of MTA. “We applaud 
the many generous local businesses who support the 
free service and make it a wonderful success.”

The “antique” Trolley (it was purchased new in 
1997) is decorated with twinkling lights and garlands 
of festive greenery. It travels a 45-minute circular route 
that includes Ukiah shopping centers, the Ukiah on Ice 
outdoor skating rink downtown, and several popular 
restaurants. Travelers can get on at designated stops or 
simply flag the trolley for a ride at a safe pull-out along 
the route.

The trolley service is provided as a partnership 
between Greater Ukiah Chamber of Commerce, Ukiah 
Main Street Program and MTA, with major sponsorship 

from Savings Bank of Mendocino County. Twenty local 
businesses provide the support necessary to bring the 
trolley and its “small town Christmas” cheer to Ukiah 
shoppers and visitors.

Trolley holiday hours until December 21 are: hourly 
from noon until 6:45 pm every Saturday and Sunday 
plus 3 pm to 5:45 pm Thursdays and Fridays. On 
December 22 and 23, the trolley will run between 3 pm 
and 5:45 pm.

Check the trolley route and schedule by calling MTA at 
707-462-1422 or 800-696-4682. 

Business sponsors include: Savings Bank of 
Mendocino County, El Azteca, Holes in the Wall, 
Slam Dunk Pizza, Raley’s Shopping Center, Walmart, 
Pear Tree Shopping Center, Ukiah Family Dentistry, 
Gregg Simpson Trucking, Baskin Robbins, Community 
First Credit Union, Kiwanis, Pick-Em Up Truck Store, 
Ukiah Garden Café, Mayacama Industries Rural 
Adult Programs, UVAH, Center for Spiritual Living, 
Thompson’s Party Rentals, Redwood Empire Lions 
Club and Larsen’s Photography.

Mendocino Transit Authority provides safe and 
convenient public bus service throughout Mendocino 
County. To learn more, visit www.mendocinotransit.org.

MTA’s Holiday Trolley is back 
for family fun in 2017

Ukiah kicks off the holidays 
Skating rink, Parade of Lights, Christmas tree lighting, 

photos with Santa, and more this Saturday
Ukiah’s 2017 holiday festivities kick off Saturday, 

December 2 in a big way, with the return of the “Ukiah 
on Ice” skating rink in historic downtown Ukiah, the 
Parade of Lights, combining the Truckers Light Parade 
and the Downtown Parade of Lights, the lighting of the 
Christmas tree in Alex Thomas Plaza, and photos with 
Santa, starting at 7 pm.

The parade starts at 6 pm on North State Street at 
Brush Street and follows North State Street south to 
Alex Thomas Plaza. Santa will get off the fire engine in 
the Plaza at the end of the parade, light the Christmas 
tree, and then sit in his chair for photos – and to hear 
what kids want for Christmas.

Lit vehicles of any kind are welcome to sign up for the 
parade, but the deadline to enter is November 30: Call 
707-391-3664 for entry info. Some of the locations open 
for viewing the parade: Slam Dunk Pizza, Kasie Gray 
- W Real Estate, Ukiah Massage, Black Oak Coffee 
Roasters, and Paper Birds Boutique – or book a seat at 
one of the downtown restaurants. 

The ice rink opens at 3 pm on Saturday, with a hockey 

demonstration by the Santa Rosa Flyers Youth Hockey 
Club, and opens to the public at 5 pm. Vendors will serve 
coffee, hot chocolate and donuts, and community non-
profit groups will have tables – including holiday crafting 
– around the Plaza.

Skating rates are $10 per skate day session or $8 for 
a two-hour session for students (including skates), and 
the rink can be reserved for private parties, too. The ice 
rink will be open every day – including Christmas and 
New Year’s Day – through January 7, 2018. Kids aged 
6 to 18 are invited to free hockey instruction sessions 
on Saturday mornings from 9 to 10:15 am, starting 
December 9. Visit www.cityofukiah.com/ukiah-on-ice 
or call the City of Ukiah Recreation Department at 707-
463-6231 for more ice rink info. 

“Ukiah on Ice” is sponsored by The City of Ukiah, 
Adventist Health Ukiah Valley, and the Greater Ukiah 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Check inside for more holiday events and activities 
throughout December, and a joyous holiday season to 
all!
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~ SAVE THE DATE ~
For 2018 Fun

at the
Redwood Empire Fair

& Event Center
SPRING FAIR

June 1, 2 & 3
AUGUST FAIR
August 2, 3, 4 & 5

1055 North State Street
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: 707-462-3884 • Fax: 707-462-2641
info@redwoodempirefair.com

JUNIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION
August 4

Like Us On Facebook

  The Nutcracker
Tickets: 

Adults: $20 
Seniors over 65: $18

Under 18: $10
$5 more at the door

Fort Bragg  
Cotton Auditorium 

Dec. 9 at 7pm
Ukiah 

Mendocino College  
Center Theatre  

Dec. 15 at 7pm  
Dec. 16 at 2 & 7pm   

Dec. 17 at 2pm

“Where Dreams to Dance Come True!”

Ticket Outlets: 
Mendocino Book Co. & Mendocino Ballet: Ukiah 
Out of this World: Mendocino • Mazahar: Willits

Pippis Longstockings & Harvest Market: Fort Bragg

P R E S E N T S

463-2290
www.mendocinoballet.org

Katelynn Nevill
at

Toppers
               salon

Specializing in All Hair Cuts, Color
and Facial Waxing

301 N. School Street, Ukiah, CA 95482
(707) 463-2250  |  ToppersSalon1@gmail.com

katelynnnevill@gmail.com

Come for the train, 
surprise them with Santa!

Every child gets a special visit from Santa on 
this ride through a storybook about the giving 
spirit, friendship, and traditi on.

Rides Dec 2 through Dec 23
SkunkTrain.com
707.964.6371

Ukiah – Your local hospital might not be what comes to mind 
when you think of the holiday season, but Adventist Health 
Ukiah Valley (AHUV) knows how important it is to make the 
holidays special for those in their care.

One of the many holiday activities happening within the 
hospital is music therapy. Suni Smith, local harpist, fills the 
hospital hallways and the Cancer Treatment & Infusion Center 
with therapeutic music during the month of December, making 
each patient’s stay more enjoyable and relaxing.

Music therapy is a proven way to reduce the stress and pain 
of many medical treatments. AHUV’s patients have reported 
music helping them manage pain after surgery and during 
cancer treatments as well as the pain of labor. 

Patients in Obstetrics are in the hospital for a much more 
joyous occasion. Welcoming a new child into the world during 
the holiday season is something special. Each child born during 
the month of December receives a handmade stocking and 
knit hat. Liza Thompson, RN, leads this program. Thompson, 
along with a few other staff members, makes each item with 
the hope that it will be filled with cheerful memories for many 
years to come. A basket filled with goodies is also given to the 
first baby born on Christmas Day, as well as the first baby born 
on New Year’s Day. 

AHUV also focuses its efforts on helping families in need 
during the holiday season. With the recent fires, many families 
need a little extra to make the holidays special this year. 
AHUV’s staff has come together to support families this year, 
offering a holiday meal and gifts for young children. 

“It takes an entire community to come together and support 
each other during the holiday season,” said Erica Tyner, AHUV 
marketing and communication manager. “We are proud to be 
one of the many local businesses that are in the position to 
give back to our community, which we love so dearly.” 
Adventist Health is a faith-based, nonprofit integrated health 
system serving more than 75 communities in California, 
Hawaii, Oregon and Washington. Our workforce of 32,900 
includes more than 23,600 employees; nearly 5,000 medical 
staff physicians; and 4,350 volunteers. Founded on Seventh-
day Adventist heritage and values, Adventist Health provides 
compassionate care in 20 hospitals, more than 260 clinics 
(hospital-based, rural health and physician clinics), 15 home 
care agencies, seven hospice agencies and four joint-venture 
retirement centers. In addition, the Adventist Health Plan 
serves patients in Kings County. Visit AdventistHealth.org for 
more information.

Adventist Health Ukiah Valley spreads joy this holiday season

At right: Adventist Health 
Ukiah Valley maternity staff 
pose with holiday baby 
program leader and AHUV 
RN, Liza Thompson, in red, 
including, back row, from 
left: Ashley Fernandez, 
Brenda Derickson and 
Agnes Calumpang. Front 
row: Jacqueline Graumann, 
left, and Missy Wilhelmsen, 
right. This crew makes a 
handmade stocking and a 
knit hat for every child born 
in December at Adventist 
Health Ukiah Valley. 
Far right: Baby Sam was 
born at AHUV on December 
20, 2015 and came home to 
Willits with a red stocking 
and knit cap from the 
maternity ward.
Far right, below: Suni 
Smith, local harpist, plays 
therapeutic music at 
AHUV during the holidays, 
to make each patient’s 
stay more enjoyable and 
relaxing.

Photos provided by AHUV

Photo by 
Maureen 

Moore

The Good Farm Fund is pleased to announce its Fourth 
Annual Good Farm Fund Winter Feast at Barra Winery, 
located at 7051 North State Street, on Tuesday, December 
5 from 5 to 9 pm. This always-popular event includes a 
family-style farm-to-table dinner with locally raised meat, 
fruits, vegetables, wild mushrooms, artisan cheeses and 
grains. Local beer and wine will also be available for 
purchase. A silent auction, perfect for holiday shopping, 
and live music from the Back Porch Project will provide 
entertainment.

This year’s event will also feature the 
announcement of the Good Farm Fund 
grant award selections for 2017. 
Come help the winners celebrate!  

The Good Farm Fund, fiscally 
sponsored by North Coast 
Opportunities, Inc., is run 
entirely by volunteers who 
care about supporting local 
food and agriculture. Founded 
in 2015, the Good Farm Fund 
provides direct support to 
small farmers in Mendocino 
and Lake counties in the form of 
small, capacity-building grants. 

This is the third year the Good 
Farm Fund is awarding grants. In 2015, 
$7,000 was given; in 2016, the amount 
grew to $20,000; this year, grants will total 
$30,000. The grants are made possible by farm-to-table 
dinners like this one, as well as from the generous support 
of this year’s foundation sponsors: Ukiah Natural Foods, 
Frey Winery and Ukiah Adventist Health.

“These grants have a real, tangible impact for local 
farms,” says Good Farm Fund Co-Founder Caroline 
Radice, a farmer herself. “As a kid, I used to go berry-
picking with my mom, and then she’d come home and 
make jam, which is how I learned how to can.

“My parents would stop at the farmers’ market or a 
roadside farm stand to pick up fresh green beans or corn 
for dinner,” Radice remembered. “So many of us have 
wonderful memories like that, and the Good Farm Fund 
is about honoring and continuing those traditions, about 

creating a community with economic opportunities for 
small farmers, with thriving farmers markets, and lots of 
delicious, nutritious food easily available to people who live 
here.” 

One grant recipient is Carson Elmer of Carson and 
Bees, a Ukiah-based honey producer who received $1,500 
in 2016.  The joyful addition of a new baby to his family 
meant that there weren’t finances available to continue 
expanding his honey business. A Good Farm Fund grant 

purchased new hives, allowing the business to stay 
on track, which means more honeybees 

pollinating fruits and flowers at local 
farms where Carson keeps his hives, 

and more honey available for local 
customers.

“I was looking at my five-
year business plan thinking, 
‘this isn’t going to work,’ and 
then the grant came through,” 
explains Elmer. “Thanks to 
the Good Farm Fund, we’re 
right on schedule.”
Tickets to the Winter Feast 

are $30 in advance, $40 at 
the door, $15 for kids 15 and 

under. This event always sells 
out. Tickets are available online at 

www.goodfarmfund.org, at the Westside 
Renaissance Market, the Ukiah Natural Foods 

Co-op, and J.D. Redhouse. 
Proceeds will support the Good Farm Fund’s Fire 

Recovery Fund and Farm Grant Program. The event is 
sponsored by North Coast Opportunities, Ukiah Natural 
Foods Co-op, Adventist Health, Frey Winery, Thompson’s 
Party Rentals, the MendoLake Food Hub, First Five, 
Cold Creek Compost, Flow Kana, North Coast Brewing 
Co., Community First Credit Union, Yokayo Ranch, The 
Savings Bank of Mendocino County, and Black Dog Farm 
& Catering.

Through fundraising events like the Winter Feast, 
the Good Farm Fund and everyone who supports it can 
continue to help local farms thrive.

For more information, visit www.goodfarmfund.org.

Good Farm Fund celebrates food and farmers at 

4th Annual Winter Feast
Above, left: The crowd at Barra Winery enjoys wine while waiting 
for dinner at last year’s Winter Feast, a fundraising event with a 
silent auction and live music that supports the Good Farm Fund. 
Above, right: The kitchen crew at the Good Farm Fund dinner 
poses behind their delightful banquet. 

Photos by Ree Slocum
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DECEMBER 2nd • 6:00 PM
North State Street

from Brush Street to Alex Thomas Plaza

Closed route, lit vehicles of all types welcome.

For entry info call Mo at 707-391-3664. Deadline to enter November 30, 2017
Find us on Facebook @ukiahparadeoflights

2017

Santa will get off of the fire engine in the Plaza at the end of the parade,
light the Christmas tree and then sit in his chair for photos.

The Ice Rink opens the same night and there will be vendor booths
open in Alex Thomas Plaza.

Holiday Open House at 
Grace Hudson Museum

December 1 and 2
Grace Hudson Museum’s Annual Holiday Open House takes place 

on Friday, December 1 from 5 to 8 pm (part of its monthly First Friday 
program), and Saturday, December 2, from 10 am to 3 pm. Both days 

will feature lots of great local art, crafts, specialty 
foods, and holiday wreaths for sale from your favorite 
local artists and artisans, as well as the ever-popular 
“Museum White Elephant Sale” in the Gift Shop, where 
items will be discounted at 15 percent. Saturday’s event 
will feature visits with Santa, carolers, refreshments, 
and tours of the Sun House, which will be all decorated 
for the holidays. Admission on both days is free.

Visitors can also tour the museum’s latest exhibit, 
“Mastering the Molten: Mendocino County Art Glass,” 

featuring amazing original glass artwork from ten local artists. 
The Grace Hudson Museum is at 431 Main Street in Ukiah. For more 

information call 467-2836 during museum hours (Wednesday through 
Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 pm, and Sunday from noon to 4:30 pm) or 
visit the website at www.gracehudsonmuseum.org.

Above: Santa 
and Mrs. 
Santa at the 
Grace Hudson 
Museum Gift 
Shop, getting 
ready for the 
Holiday Open 
House.

California 
Cowboys at Coyote 

Valley Casino
A benefit for fire survivors

The Rotary Club of South Ukiah presents a benefit for 
Redwood Valley fire survivors at the Coyote Valley Casino, 
Friday, December 8 from 7 to 11 pm. The benefit features 
music by country music favorites,  the California Cowboys, 
out of the Bay Area, who “deliver a powerful sound, with 
the clear punch of tight three-part harmonies and such 
rowdy, foot stompin’ original songs as ‘The Party’s Over’ 
and ‘Timberline.’” Tickets, $50, include appetizers and 
are available online at www.coyotevalleycasino.com, 
Mendocino Book Company and Dig! Music in Ukiah.  21 
and over. Doors open at 7 pm. Coyote Valley Event Center, 
7751 North State Street, in Redwood Valley. 



November 30, 2017 | WW’s Ukiah Holiday Shopping Special Section     Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Pg. 7Pg.6      Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com       WW’s Ukiah Holiday Shopping Special Section | November 30, 2017

BEST. GIFT. EVER.

Gift certificates make the perfect present!

Photography by Maureen Moore 707-972-7047

‘The Music of Christmas’
Under the direction of Denise Beckler and 

Carole Hester, this year’s 10th annual Sing-
Along, is set for Sunday, December 17 at 3:30 
pm at First Presbyterian Church-Ukiah, at the 
corner of Dora and Perkins streets. 

The Sing-Along features the music of 
the combined choirs from area churches 
and community members, directed by Les 
Pfutzenreuter

Returning is world-renowned harpist Anna 
Maria Mendieta, from San Francisco, bringing 
special Christmas music. New this year is 
Lori Schafer at the organ. Denise Beckler is 
featured on the piano. Families won’t want 
to miss hearing the playing of these talented 
women. Also new this year is Marshall Merklin 
directing a Euphonium Quartet: Euphs4Him. The 
euphonium is a large, conical-bore, baritone-
voiced brass instrument.

Many other seasonal musical treats are in 
store for celebrating this 10th anniversary. “Celebrate the fellowship of Christmas that we 
share together, followed by hot cider and cookies. 

For more information, contact Denise Beckler at 707-468-9235 or denise@fpcukiah.org 
or Carole Hester at 707-972-2795 or carolehester@juno.com

Anna Maria Mendieta, harpist.

Traditional holiday 
wreaths, swags and baskets

to benefit the Humane Society
The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County offers fresh, all-natural holiday 

decorations every year during the holidays. All traditional Christmas wreaths, swags, 
baskets, arches, and candle centerpieces are all hand-made with hand-cut greenery from 
local trees.

You can order now: The last orders are due by December 15. Orders can be made at 
the Humane Society or over the phone: 707-485-0123.

Wreaths are $35, Small Baskets, $20, Large Baskets, $30, Swags, $25, Arches, $25, 
and Candle Centerpieces (Pillar, Hurricane or Double Taper) are $25. All orders must be 
picked up at the Humane Society, 9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley, by December 22. 
We and the animals thank you for all your support.

The Ukiah Symphony presents Margie 
Rice Conducts! on the weekend of 
December 2 and 3 at the Mendocino College 
Center Theatre. This conducting debut 
by the orchestra’s longtime and beloved 
concertmistress and lead violinist features 
Elena Casanova, piano; Patricia Rice 
Agee and Jessica Rice Vierra, violin; and 
Elizabeth Rice Oliver, cello, performing two 
important works by Ludwig van Beethoven 
– Piano Concerto No. 3 and Symphony No. 
5 – as well as Italian composer Arcangelo 
Corelli’s Christmas Concerto.

Born and raised in Southern California 
by Ecuadorian immigrant parents who were 
classical music lovers, Salcedo Rice was 
surrounded by the music that would become 
her passion and her life from an early age. 
She started piano lessons in the first grade 
and violin lessons the year after, studying 
for eight years with Claire Hodgkins, student 
of and assistant to Jascha Heifetz. 

Salcedo Rice says of her early years: “I 
was surrounded by such excellence that 
my passion as a music teacher has been to 
take that excellence I was given and provide 
it to my students in Ukiah. I also wanted to 
provide that quality to my girls,” all three of 
whom were introduced to the violin at the 
age of two, and are now accomplished 
musicians of their own. 

After meeting her husband, Geoffrey 
Rice, the pair relocated to Ukiah where Rice 
began an ophthalmology practice. Ten days 
after joining the Ukiah Symphony, in 1985, 
the couple’s first daughter was born.

“I just showed up, and I never stopped. 
The community here embraced us,” 
Salcedo Rice comments. She soon became 
the group’s concertmistress – tuning and 
preparing the string section, performing 
sectional rehearsals, and playing solos. 
She also performs and sings Christian 
contemporary music with her three sisters, 
directs the Ukiah Junior Academy’s choir, 
and teaches private students. 

The ever-diligent Salcedo Rice is also 
studying up on Beethoven, whose varied 
and magnificent compositions she has 
played for many years and which she now 
is preparing to direct. Asking herself, “What 
kind of story is Beethoven trying to tell?” 
she muses. “”It’s good to understand what 
a composer is trying to say. We take away 
from the music our own personal story, 
which we interpret according to our own life 
experience.”

That interpretation and the passion to 
express it will be ably matched by piano 
virtuoso Elena Casanova, a featured 
player in the orchestra’s performance 
of Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 3. 
Casanova was born and raised in Cuba 
where she attended a classical music 
academy and imbibed the island’s rich and 
varied musical traditions, a blend of native, 

African and European influences. 
She is currently recording another album 

of classical Cuban music, in addition to 
coordinating several concert series, giving 
private lessons, and raising two teenagers. 
Now relocated to Fairfield, Casanova still 
maintains close ties to the people and 
culture of Mendocino County. 

Now Casanova is returning to play 
Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 3 under the 
direction of her good friend and collaborator 
Salcedo Rice. It was composed by 
Beethoven in the year 1800 and performed, 
with Beethoven himself on piano, in 1803. 
Loosely based on an earlier composition 
by Mozart, it is a departure in many ways, 
featuring an elaborate interplay between 
the piano and various instruments of the 
orchestra. The vigorous and sometimes 
agitated rhythms of the first movement give 
way to the slow, poignant piano chords of the 
second, with the third movement seeming to 
achieve a synthesis between the two with its 
sprightly pace and assured wit. 

“This concerto is very unique in the 
conversation that happens between the 
piano and the orchestra,” Casanova 
comments. “Beethoven took the concerto 
form to a totally different level, I think. 
He made the solo piano shine above the 
orchestra,” creating a composition “so much 
more exciting” than what had come before.

The resounding four chords that begin 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 were first 
heard in a Vienna concert hall in December 
1808. Its audience had no clue they were 
listening to perhaps the most famous, and 
defining, classical composition of all time. 

Salcedo Rice comments, “Beethoven’s 
Fifth is a musical story about tragedy with 
its famous C minor motif and concludes 
in triumph with the resounding fourth 
movement in C major.”

Margie Rice Conducts! plays Saturday, 
December 2, at 8 pm, and Sunday, 
December 3, at 3 pm. Tickets are $25 for 
ages 18 to 64; $20 for seniors age 65 and 
up; and free for ASB card holders, everyone 
under 18, and anyone who has been 
displaced by the October fires. 

Tickets are available at www.
ukiahsymphony.org; Mendocino Book 
Company at 102 South School Street in 
Ukiah; and Mail Center, Etc. at 207A North 
Cloverdale Boulevard in Cloverdale. 

The concert takes place at the Mendocino 
College Center Theatre in Ukiah, with free 
parking and handicapped access. For 
further information, please call the Ukiah 
Symphony hotline at 707-462-0236. 

Concertgoers will be invited to make 
nontaxable cash or check donations to the 
Redwood Credit Union’s Community Fund 
to aid those who lost loved ones, homes, 
or businesses to the recent fires in our 
community.

Beethoven’s Story
Margie Salcedo Rice conducts Ukiah Symphony

Featured 
players in 
Margie Rice 
Conducts! on 
December 2 
and 3. From 
left: Margie 
Salcedo Rice, 
conductor, 
Elizabeth 
Rice Oliver, 
cello, Patricia 
Rice Agee 
and Jessica 
Rice Vierra, 
violins, 
and Elena 
Casanova, 
piano.
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We’ve got  
your family 
covered this  
flu season

2 6 0  H O S P I T A L  D R I V E ,  S U I T E  2 0 4 ,  U K I A H ,  7 0 7 . 4 6 3 . 7 4 5 9

It’s no secret that the flu season can hit children the hardest. Our expert team of 
providers are ready to serve your family this winter, accepting new and existing 

patients for sick visits, flu shots and other health concerns.

Thomas Csanadi, MD Tracy Burris, FNP Medie Jesena, PNP Lisa McCurley, FNPBrynn Stirling, MD

Sick visits
Immunizations

New born check-ups

Annual check-ups
Sports physicals

Other health concerns

MEE T OUR PEDIATRIC TE AM

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE :
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