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Above, left: This sign in front of Willits Power is a gentle reminder to get prepared for another power outage. Above, right: Steve Eberhard
purchased a 7,000-watt Honda generator and had an electrician wire it into his home circuitry. Below: This Honda EU2200i is ideal for
powering TVs, refrigerators, coffee pots and much more. It has an inverter with stable power for computers, can run up to 8 hours on .95
gallons of gas, and has an eco-throttle that powers-down depending upon the load - it’s the smallest generator Willits Power sells and rents.
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- Preparing for power shutdowns
% may mean buying a generator Tweddell

We're used to having consistent electrical power to run our

heating, water pumps, lights, refrigerators, Willits Weele
Ree Slocum freezers, computers, TVs, radios, hair ,
e o dryers, and everything else we're dependent Ad Representative

upon that uses electricity. It's confusing and

worrisome when the power disappears and we're left wondering 707_972_2 475

what to do.

—  The PGSE power shutdown that lasted five days, affecting Call or email!
~ everyone on the grid in Mendocino County and beyond, became

s a wakeup call. We now have the opportunity to explore what we aprilaowillitsweeklv.com
need, and what we can do without, when the grid is down. pri@ ¥

Read the rest of
Cenerators Over on Page RES

At left, above: Willits Power Equipment rents generators to industrial and
commercial businesses with wattages from 25,000 to 100,000 and delivers
to many surrounding counties. At left: Steve Eberhard shows the circuit
panel from his generator; the top switch, called a “transfer switch,” turns
off the power from the grid and turns on power from the generator, so no
one gets electrocuted down the line.

Tara Moratti
Broker-Associate

MENDO REALTY, INC. _ 705370385 ca

707-459-5389 ext. 106 - Office

850 Mlnx Court, Laytonv1lle Hard Money i Investor
A Loans e opportunities

(707) 459-2330 (707) 462-8622

Independently
Owned X Operated
CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490

Newer construction home on a ver ﬂat and usable 2. 79 +/ acres. The ropert features a mix of mature oak and
madrone trees in addition to a large portion of the property having a lfealll)nfu)l,belt of sun with a fenced garden redwood mortgage@att- net (707) 459-1038 Fax
area. Home features central heat and air, metal roof, 2nd story is a master suite with a custom bathroom and
gracious walk in closet. Open concept living area with decks off of the living room and kitchen invite the
outdoors in. All of this located minutes from downtown Laytonville.

OFFERED AT: $410,000

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits e (707) 459-5389

www.LivInMendo.com ¢ 1460 S. Main St., Willits e livinmendo@gmail.com




Property Feature

26901 Ridge Road, Willits

MLS: 21920691

Offered at: $289,500

Lovely Custom Tudor Style home built in 1983 in the
gorgeous trees of Brooktrails. This 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom,
2,592-square-foot home offers custom tile flooring, arched
windows with stained glass, hand-crafted hardwood floors,
decorative fire places, plus a wood stove. Redwood
cabinets in the kitchen and the bathrooms add to the glory
of this home. Two balconies overlook the woods and views
of the mountains. Situated on two lots totaling 0.78 acres
with a sun patio, swing, and garden for outdoor enjoyment.
The perfect balance of country and old Tudor!

FINANCE YOUR HOME

WITH AS LITTLE
AS ZERO TO
3.5% DOWN!

Providing Loans for:
- FHA
- USDA
- Purchase & Refinance
- Construction Mortgages
- Reverse Mortgages

OVER 20 YEARS OF PROVIDING
TOP RATED HOME FINANCING
IN THE WILLITS COMMUNITY.

DEBBIE MIRABELLI
MLO #234848

Office: (707) 566-9746
Cell: (707) 321-5549
DMirabelli@Pinnacle-Loan.com

A Rinnacle

© 2019. All Rights Reserved. NMLS 1775393 | Equal Housing Lender ﬁ_}
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California
Financing Law, License #60DB0O89397 and the Department of Real Estate,
License #02083817. Consumer Access - NMLS 1775393.

Questions? Concerns? Email us at comments@pinnacle-loan.com

\ for
4 Your Support!

101 E. Barbara Ln.
Willits, California

459-2201

Store Open Daily:
8:30 am to 6:30 pm

Listed by:

Elizabeth Campbell-Chase

(Lic: 01759000)

707-839-9658

Agent of:

Pacific Coast Realty
(Lic: 02097352)

Willits Rental Center
& Aato Repair

— Full Line Auto Repair and Service —
— Contractor and Homeowner Tool Rental —

Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
315 Robert Drive * Willits « (707) 456-1123

“Your Vintage Home Expert”

When your home is unique it deserves an
agent who understands what makes it special.

(707) 570-6138
| peter@sasin.com
f4 CalBRE# 01205926 N

X Full Spectrum

cidently Owned and Operated.
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PACIFIC BLUE

VACATION RENTALS
VACATION RENTAL MANAGEMENT

707.357.2520
carlon@pacificblue.biz
www.pacificblue.biz

Remodeling?

Showing Your
Home?

Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: x5 to 12x40
Call for Avarlability &' Rales
TCR7299 = t i

1 STOFrAL

261 Franklin Ave. ®* Willits ® 459-2529

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Should vou
refinance?

Hello fine neighbors: Interest rates have been well below 4 percent for the last few years
... what might this mean for you?

If you own your home — it might be wise to explore the pros/cons of refinancing your
loan should it be at a rate of 5 percent or more. There are several advantages to a lower
rate:

+ Save money on your payment each month

+ Get into a 30-year fixed loan

+ Pay down your loan principal

+ Consolidate debt you have not been able to shake.

If you do not own a home — this could be a good time to
get pre-approved for a mortgage, positioning you to reap
the benefits of homeownership (tax benefits, appreciation
benefits, etc.).

When looking at loan details and options — the question
of “points” comes up ... let’s discuss: What is a point as it
relates to a mortgage?

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist

+ A point is a “special” payment made at the closing
of the loan that reduces your interest rate and thus your monthly payment ... this is a
discount point.

+ There are also origination points — which are fees your lender charges you for the
loan. Note: Points require extra cash when you are finalizing your loan — for a new home
or refinancing you existing loan.

When should you buy points so that your interest rate is lower? If you plan to stay in
your home a long time, the argument can be made to pay/buy the point(s). The lowering
of the monthly obligation just might give you the extra monthly income to obtain what you
sought out to achieve. If you save a few or several hundred dollars on your payment —
then you could do wise things with that money — saving, investing, something fun, maybe!
Another benefit to buying points ... is that they are tax-deductible.

Lower monthly payments and extra cash each month sounds good - but - really, each
situation is unique and you must do some “what-if’ calculations to see if it makes sense
for you. This is a math exercise, and it's important that you outline the various scenarios.
| can help with that to see if paying points makes sense for you.

Please schedule a meeting today, and let’s put the calculator to work!

Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a financial advisor. His firm, NC Financial
Group, is a wealth management firm serving individual clients as well as small-to-medium-
sized businesses. Client work includes personal and corporate taxes, investment planning,
insurance, and real estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits office is located at 675 South Main
Street; contact 855-240-6606 or nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) or Nicholas.
Casagrande@Ceterafs.com (investments) for more information. This information is for
general purposes only. Please consult a financial professional for your own situation.
Individual circumstances do vary.

— Sonoma
<= Clean Power

Have you heard?

People are talking about the clean
energy future.

Electricity delivered that's
renewable and

reinvested into carbon free

the local
communities

Donated

toward planting
trees in our service
territory

Nearly

elementary and
middle school
students participated
in our Energy
Education Program Provided

to local non-profits
toward the purchase of

clean electric vehicles

If you didn't choose SCP the first
time, give us another look.

You're missing out.

cleanpower.org

@m[ Miner

Insurance Agency

— COMPLETE INSURANCE —

99 SOUTH MAIN STREET (707) 459-5404
WILLITS, CALIFORNIA 95490 FAX (707) 459-5384

Get your ad
included in
our next

Real Estate
edition on
12/12/19

— PRICES REDUCED —
137 Tuck Road * Willits

3440 Ridgewood -« Willits

5 acres, pond, barn, 1700 sq. ft. updated house.
$549,000

Diane Sibille
Broker

3 bedroom, 2 bath.

$279,000

DIANE SIBILLE REALTY INC.
707-983-8001 * dianesibille@yahoo.com
Lic. #00609270

SUREALTY
CRNYORLD

Selzer Realty

390 South Main Street Willits,

Alison Pernell

972-1364 489-2922

Jake McFadden Margaret Andrews

Sal Madrigal

354-3874 354-3977 354-1950

@vMLS‘

s DRE# 00528452

Barbara Mercer  Christopher Martin
367-3173

707-459-6175

CA 95490

Elida Cardona
354-1538

Sharon Noah
489-0441

2

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

\ L D
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you will be glad to come home to.

FEATURED PROPERTY
Prsented by: Christopher Martin

This is a sweet, light-filled 3 bedroom, 2 bath home on a sunny level lot. Featuring
custom cabinetry and trim throughout and custom tile work in the bathroom. Extra
wide doors and hallway give a feeling of spaciousness (and wheelchair accessibility).
Not just cute, but energy efficient as well! (includes a 3kw grid tied solar array) Good
size lot is fully fenced, sunny and surprisingly private. The layout of the house and the
generous decks make it great for entertaining friends. Move-in ready. Truly a house

Offered at $273,000

roun: aperson who creates fabulous photo moments

707-972-7047 | maureengetsmail@gmail.com

Willits Weekly | November 14, 2019 Willits Weekly’'s Real Estate Section - Edition #40 - Publishes on the second Thursday of the month Pg. RE3



COLUMN | How's the Market?

Selling a home ‘as is’

Based on questions | frequently hear, it appears people  which there is no building permit.
are confused about whether homes can be sold "as is"in 5 - proximity-specific issues can include things like
California. I've heard sellers say, *I'm selling my house as \ynather 3 property is at the bottom of a hill with erosion
is, so | don’t have to disclose anything.” I've also heard, ‘| problems, near a Superfund contamination
live in California, so | can’t sell my house as is.” . site, or V\;ithin earshot of a popular shooting
Both are wrong. range.

The real story is that you must disclose any 3. And finally, regulatory disclosures
material facts about your property that you include zoning and other issues. For example,
know (or should reasonably have known). A is the property zoned for its current use or
judge will make this call, if necessary. Since within 300 feet of land zoned for agriculture or
involving a judge gets expensive, even if you industrial use? These issues can affect how
win, it’s best to come clean up front and to pay the property can be used and the owner’s
attention to anything that may indicate house quiet enjoyment of it.
problems.

If you think potential buyers would consider

One unusual disclosure requirement has to
do with whether there’s been a death on the
an issue regarding your property of interest, tell property within the past three years. Unless
them up front, preferably before the purchase the death is AIDS-related, a seller must tell
offer. a potential buyer that a death occurred there (whether
of natural causes or of a more violent nature). The AIDS
exception is kind of an odd one, but laws aren’t always
logical. If a buyer asks a seller directly whether someone
died in the home, and the death is AIDS-related, the seller

1. Property-specific disclosures include things like @  can simply say he's not at liberty to discuss this issue. He
leaky roof, a well that runs out of water each September, a  annot lie (or at least he shouldn’t).

septic system that has a swamp over it, or an addition for

Richard Selzer

Columnist

“As is” sales are completely legal in California, as long
as you disclose all legally required information. Disclosures
usually fall into the following three main categories.

One disclosure ordinance is called the “right to industry”

———— _———— — e
T ———e—— =

ordinance. It mirrors an ordinance in place for agricultural
properties. The right to industry ordinance requires
disclosure of the fact that the property for sale is within
300 feet of an industrial site and that buyers of the property
may experience nuisance from the industrial site such as
noise, smell and traffic.

‘As is” sales allow you to sell a property without
addressing problems, with a few important exceptions. A
house must meet specific requirements, and if it doesn't,
the homeowner is required to have the work done.

Some requirements are safety-related: water heaters
must be braced and all homes must have functioning smoke
alarms and carbon monoxide alarms. Some conservation
and energy retrofits are required, like low-flow toilets and
weather stripping. The conservation and energy retrofits
are usually dictated by local ordinances.

If you have questions about real estate or property
management, contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com
or visit www.realtyworldselzer.com. If you have ideas for
this column, let me know. (If | use your suggestion in a
column, I'll send you a $25 gift card to Roland’s Bakery!)
If you'd like to read previous articles, visit my blog at www.
realtyworldselzer.com/mendocino-county-real-estate-blog.

Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the
business for more than 40 years.
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BILL BARKSDALE

GRI Realtor® <« CaDRE 01106662

707-489-2232
bark@pacific.net

CoLDWELL

MENDO REALTY, INC.

R

Realtor® Hall of Fame inductee 2016

Willits
Property
Management

Caiig fon People andd Phopelly

Douglas Johnson

Realtor® Presiden
CalBRE #01888600 et

(707) 459-5975

New Location!
(across from post office)

284 S. Main St.

Cell: 707.484.648

Office: 707.459.538
etmendohomes.com
CaBRE # 1712217

coLbweLL
BANKER O

L ST, WILLTS, CA

BN
&

wpm@instawave .net Willits, CA 95490

Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606

nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com

nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com**

e NC Financial Group

EA # 00105934 * CA DRE # 01854336 ¢ CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496

Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from
any other named entity. *These services are not offered through Cetera Financial
Specialists LLC **Investment email

Ads? (07-972-24°7(5
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Call 707-367-5498 or stop in at
299 E. Commercial Street in Willits, CA
6:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m Monday-Friday

o ©®

!
)

SAL MADRIGAL
,?-iliREALTY. Realtor®
" :,_"I |WO RLD Realty World - Selzer Realty

A Main Street
A J.‘I.l"}l"
'-3692 (direct)
354-1950 (cell)
107) 472-2592 (fax)

3 | madrigalsal@comcast.net
| wwwrealtyworldselzer.com

EACH REALTY WORLD OFFICE IS AN

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS ] DRE# 01139481
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Above, left: Misty Gonzales, manager at Willits Power, demonstrates how easy it is to move a 7,000-watt portable generator. Above,
right: Here are four of about 30 generators Willits Power Equipment rents out to large commercial businesses needing back-up power.
At left, below: Steve Eberhard’s 7000-watt Honda generator uses ethanol-free gasoline, which is more expensive but more efficient.

The rest of
Generators From Page RE1

There are stories of people who lived without any power
for the five days. Some froze plastic milk jugs before the
outage to keep freezers to temperature and refrigerators
cold. Some used coolers and ice for perishable food to eat
during the outage.

People who needed internet used their smartphones
and charged devices at Willits City Hall. Some had small
solar panels used for camping to charge devices. Those
same people are campers and backpackers and dealt with
the shutdown as a five-day camping trip.

If you're not up for camping for five days at your home,
and know you need a generator, how do you decide which
generator is best suited for your needs?

Willits Weekly talked with Misty Gonzales, the manager
at Willits Power. They have a large selection of generators
to purchase. For home use they stock Honda, Generac
and Briggs.

“We keep these in stock because we can easily get
parts for them and service them,” Gonzales said. They
also rent huge 100,000-watt generators for industrial and
commercial use down to small 2,200-watt generators for

homeowners.

51 Iris Terrace

fa

Custom 2,200 sq. ft. home on 3/4 acre with tile and wood accents,
vaulted ceilings, bonus room downstairs, and end of road privacy.
Section 1 clearance in 2018.

$359,000
coLbWweLL

BANKER
MENDO REALTY, INC.

Karena
Jolley

License #01482063 | License #01932829

707-354-2999 N 707-621-1818

mendorealestate@gmail.com

7107-459-5859

Environmental Restoration -
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

J/ ‘al

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

SERVICES, INC
. Lic# 679517

Ponds

COLDWELL

BANKER O

MENDO REALTY, INC.

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S

PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
,1460 South Main Street, Willts ¢ (707) 459-5389

Well maintained home i X - This charming and private 2
on comer lot newer . bedroom, 1.5 bath home sits
o flooring, one year old roof, § on 20 acres afop Chicken

gy new kitchen counters, Ridge. Barn withree stalls for

¥ Desirable in town location your horses. Summer fun at
close to park, library, and the nearby Eel River.
elementary charter | ad & 8 miles from Covelo.
school. $329,000 ' $395,000

8 14 +- acres zoned for P Spacious 3 bedroom 2 bath-
# both residential and room home on level lot with
agriculture, the property attached to car garage in the
features a level building Brooktrails Subdivision.

site located on a sunny $145,000

flat that backs to the
% woods. $175,000 Reduced

s

Newer construction home on
2.79 +/- acres features central
heat and air, metal roof, 2nd
story Is a Master Suite with a
custom bathroom and walk in
== closet. All of this located
g minutes  from  downtown
Laytonville. $410,000

The 3 bedroom, 2 bath
cabin has a chalet feel. A
third bedroom opens up to
g the covered porch and
more views. Come see it
p soon before it is gone!
¥ $480,000

Bill Barksdale
CalBRE #01106662
707-489-2232
bark@pacific.net

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
CalBRE #01712217

707-484-6489

roxanne@getmendohomes.com

Lee Persico
CalBRE #00446837

707-459-5389

cbmrwillits@pacific.net

Randa Craighead
CalBRE #01971901

707-841-7778
randa.craighead@coldwellbanker.com

Dara ollicott
CalBRE #02062954
707-513-7825

daradrealty@gmail.com

Tara Moratti
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389

livinmendo@gmail.com

Audrey Low
CalBRE #02074437
707-972-0524

norcalhomes@yahoo.com

Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844

707-354-2301
nicf707 @gmail.com

Karena Jolley
CalBRE #01482063

707-354-2999

karena.jolley@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
mendocinocountyproperties.com ® coldwellbanker.com

In order to help customers find the right one for their

needs, Gonzales wants
to know what you want to
power. “People really need
to figure out what they can’t
live without. Is the TV more
important than something
else in your house? If not,
it can help you avoid having
to buy the next, more
expensive, generator,” she
explained.

“There are also other
choices: Do you want it to
be quiet? Do you want an
electric or pull start? Do you
want to own or rent one?
And try to figure out your
price range,” Gonzales
added. Once those things
are figured out, there’s sure
to be a generator to suit
your needs.

If you're interested in
having one of Willits Power’s
generators hard-wired
to your home’s electrical
system, Willits Power turns
the installation over to
electricians who specialize
in the installations. “You
need to have a professional

Photos by Ree Slocum

install these back-up generators,” Gonzales said. “It can be
dangerous to try to install the system yourself.”

If the wiring isn’'t properly installed, it can cause a
fire, create problems with the home circuitry, or cause
malfunctions in the expensive generator — thereby
invalidating warranties. If the power from the grid to the
house isn't shut off when the generator is running, the
power from the generator goes into the grid and can cause
electrocution down the line to anyone working on the grid
wiring.

Another, less expensive way to power appliances and
devices with a generator, is to purchase or rent a smaller
one and plug things you want to power into the generator’s
“AC out” outlet. Directly hooking into a generator is an
easy and less costly way to power a few things. Don't
use long lengths of regular gauge extension cords from
your appliances to the generator. Talk to an electrician or
knowledgeable sales person about what gauge extension
cord is best for your needs.

Either way you choose to use a generator, keep in mind
that it needs to be out of the house and garage while it's
running. It can be in a lean-to or shed-like building with
plenty of ventilation to keep it cool. These generators all
use flammable fuel, so keep the fuel in a place that doesn’t
get hot and keep it stored away from flammables.

Jerry Albright and June Ruckman live on the grid 20
minutes out of town. A few years ago, they had a 20,000-
watt generator professionally installed and hooked up
to their home circuitry. At that point they were mainly
concerned about fire. If their power’s off, the water pumps
don’twork and won't keep their home and property watered
with emergency sprinklers they‘ve installed.

Because of the fire hazard, Albright didn’t want to be
messing around with gasoline, so he had the generator
hooked up to their 5,000-gallon propane tank. They sized
the system to run the water pumps, refrigerators and
freezers, and added sizing for electric heat and cooling
they might need down the line.

“The full tank will give us about 150 hours of generator
time,” he said. It's important to note that it doesn’t take
much to keep a refrigerator or freezer cold, so there’s no
need to run a generator all the time.

The couple was on a trip when the power outage
happened in Mendocino County. “It was a test of our
system,” Albright said. They'd had an automatic switch
installed that turned the generator on in case of a power
outage. “We came home and the generator had been
running for 33 hours. The power came back on and the
generator shut off, but we didn't realize it until we noticed
the lights were still on!” he laughed.

Willits Power Equipment is located at 1600 South
Main Street, open Monday through Friday, 8 am to 6 pm,
Saturday 8 am to 5 pm, and Sunday 9 am to 5 pm. Visit
www.willitspowerequipment.us or call 459-6420.

Willits Furniture Center
Successful business located in a high traffic area.
Expansive 8,140 sq. ft. building is ideal for an open
show room. Reduced to $849,000

Commercial
Office
Building

Great central location in town. Close to shopping,

schools, restaurants and full city utilities. Could be

possible to have a residence and business. There is
anew 30 year roof. $279,000

$272,900

Delightful Move-in Ready Home

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1,500 sq. ft. newly remodeled.

There are vaulted ceilings, new carpeting, laminate .

flooring, paint inside and out, a new 30 year roof. A With

new dishwasher, stove and microwave will be installed
soon. It is clean and ready for your personal touch.

160+/- Acres

Beautiful
Craftsman
Style Home

LR 0

‘Well maintained custom 2 bdrm., 2 bath home.
Features are wood floors, open beam ceilings, tile
kitchen, and nice landscaping. There are
panoramic views overlooking the Eel River
Canyon. Rolling land SW slope, gravity spring
water, PG&E, internet cell, garage/shop & solar.
Bank financeable. $589,000

For information or an appointment to view please call:

Ruth Weston
707-459-4961 « 707-489-3333
CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacific .net
557 South Main Street  Willits
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COLUMN | Real Estate Journal

I am not a robot

the calls that come to my home are dialed
by a robot. | answer my phone with a robot
that tells me who is calling and then my
robot tells the caller — often another robot
— 1o leave a message or please hang up.

| recently heard of a home security

Often when | log onto a website, before | can proceed |
have to click a box that says “l am not a robot,” a precaution
by the site manager to make sure there’s an actual person
and not some machine doing mischief. In a very real
way computers have made this a small world. Electronic
mass communication is so
common now that

most of us are
not only always
connected, but
under surveillance
as information is

. device that allows one to remotely see
L. what's going on in your home. It seems
[A : p) the problem with some of these

[ | devises is they can be hacked and
I someone else can see what's going on

in your home, too.

The Fourth Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution and the Bill of Rights says:
“The right of the people to be secure
in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be
violated, and no warrants  shall issue,

g but upon probable
cause, supported by
oath or affirmation,
and particularly
describing the place
to be searched, and
the persons or things to
be seized.”

The question then is, is it legal or ethical for
someone — including government entities, corporations
or anyone else — to search your home, papers (read that
as all correspondence including internet searches and

emails), effects (personal belongings), or you — without a

good reason “probable cause™?

Do you think the Constitution implies that your privacy
can be violated just because we now have the technology
that makes it possible? Before you answer, read the
Constitution. It's short and readily
' available.

b The founding fathers of the U.S.
couldn’'t have foreseen computers,
but as technology evolves, the courts
have an obligation to update and apply

the intention of the Constitution to U.S.
law. Rigging our justice system with biased,
activist judges who have lifetime appointments
is unethical, and | argue, unconstitutional.

constantly gathered J
about us.

Eighty percent of »

|

Iilii' q F E

This is a real estate issue because the issue is
home invasion. If your privacy and home are being
invaded without probable cause, that's a violation of the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Some judges claim
they are “constitutional originalists,” a new extremist

Bill Barksdale

Columnist, GRI Realtor®

term saying they intend to stick to 240-year-old
technology and not acknowledge that — things
change! We don't live like we did 240 years ago.
“Constitutional originalist’ and the evolution of
technology are fundamentally opposed.

We've tragically come to accept that if we
want to watch TV or use a computer, we are
being tracked. Your information is sold and used
to manipulate you with targeted advertising
or messages to influence what you think, how
you vote, and what you do. We've come to
expect it, but our apathy and pathetic feeling of
powerlessness allows the invasion of privacy.
That’s not the legal intent of the Constitution.

Many of us, especially younger people, have
grown up with computers, cell phones, and “social media”
and have never known a world where true privacy existed.
No American should be OK with being spied on without
probable cause. That’s literally unconstitutional.

Privacy is something that billions of people say is
important to them. Large corporations and government
entities spend billions to protect their illegal activities which
invade our homes and our privacy. | have no doubt that
the people who drafted and signed the Constitution of the
U.S.A. would not approve. After all, just because you can,
does that make it OK or legal?

If you are unduly influenced to behave and think in a way
that benefits a few thousand people in the world, that’s not
OK. Never take invasion of privacy for granted.

We've been brainwashed into thinking that a “market’
is a kind of god, and that unethical invasion of privacy is
legal and constitutional if there’s a buck to be made, or
minds changed without all factual information. Moronic
economic theories espoused by people like economists
Milton Friedman and Alan Greenspan — shapers of the
“trickle down theory” of economics in the 1970s and 1980s
and still in operation today — make no realistic sense. It
doesn’'t work. That's been proven, but we're still being sold
that absurd “trickle down” lie.

When Greenspan left his post as chair of the Federal
Reserve of the United States from 1987 to 2006 while
the economy collapsed at the end of the George W. Bush
administration in 2007, he admitted that his economic
guidance didn’'t work. “Too soon old. Too late smart.”

A market is a question of supply and demand. If housing
supply is kept scarce, people feel insecure. Insecurity is
a profit-making strategy. If people feel insecure enough,
some are willing to trade their freedom and privacy for
survival or convenience.

The only one that can stop the undermining of the United
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States of Americaiis you! You
have to vote. You have to get
proactive by contacting your
government representatives
and letting them know that
invasion of your privacy is
not acceptable. If you don’t
personally speak up, you
will lose your privacy and
freedom.

Believe me, the American
Legislative Exchange
Council, the Koch Brothers
who own one of the largest
privately held corporations
in the world, Facebook,
and many other large
corporations want nothing
more than for you to not
care — to be afraid. They
have certain key politicians
and judges in their wallets,
in my opinion.

Will you choose to be
a robot to wealthy power
brokers, and politicians and
judges on their payroll, or
will you choose to breathe
free?

“Under all is the land.” You
and | depend on that land
and all thatis on it in order to
live. It doesn’t belong to just
a few wealthy people. When
you get complacent about
your rights as a U.S. citizen,
you lose and evil wins.

This is the time. Contact
your local, state and federal
representatives and  let
them know that you want
to protect freedom and
privacy. Vote. | can’t say that
enough. If you want to live
in a nation “of the people,
by the people, and for the
people,” you have to stand
and speak up to protect
that ideal. The United
States is a continuously
unfolding experiment, and
that experiment will fail if
you don'’t participate in it and
defend it.

Bill Barksdale was a 2016
inductee into the Realtor®
Hall of Fame. He is an
agent at Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty Inc. He can
be reached at 707-489-2232
or bark@pacific.net.
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