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WILLITS WEEKLY'S SELECTED
PROPERTY FEATURE

5650 High
; Point Road,
‘ Willits

MLS: 325070760

Offered for sale at:
$659,000

Outstanding 20-Acre Off-Grid Retreat
with Sweeping Views! Discover the perfect
blend of serenity and self-sufficiency with
this exceptional 20-acre off-grid property.
Perched to capture breathtaking panoramic
views to the east, south, and west, this

meticulously maintéined hc;me and prc;per‘ty AdVGItlSG ]Il

offers a rare opportunity to embrace nature '
without compromising comfort. Fenced, VV 1113 Vv

cross fenced and cut trails. The home and ]-]-]-ltS eek]-y S
grounds are impeccably cared for, reflecting

merthie: roughoct Whather voura monthly real
estate section!

seeking a private getaway, a sustainable
living opportunity, or simply a peaceful
place to call home, this property delivers,
with uninterrupted views that inspire and

renew. A rare gem like this doesn't come Ca_]_]_ Apn],

along often, schedule your tour today and

experience the magic for yourself. at 707-972-2475

Property feature listed by:

ey ity for ad info
(DRE# 01992352) and more
Agent of:

W Real Estate

PREMIUM ROOFING SERVICES

FOR THE DISCERMNING PROPERTY OWMNER

Dunlap Roofing Inc.

Nicholas Casagrande, EA
CEO & Financial Advisor
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com

Call us today! [OFGE] 207 W Stephenson St, Ukiah, CA 95482

(855) 240-6606 1 675 S Main St, Willits, CA 95490 COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
(415)480-3669 D&l www.ncfinancialgroup.com OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY: 6 A.M. TO 6 P.M. ROOFING & SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Investments | Tax Planning | Insurance | Business Solutions | Retirement OPEN SATURDAY: 10 AM. TO 6 P.M. CA LIC # 806498

VISIT US AT KEMMYSPIES@GMAIL.COM

707-367-5498 — .DUNLAPRUUF]G.EDM ——
299 East Commercial Street UKIAH 707.462.ROOF
Willits, CA COAST 707.964.ROOF (766%)
Remodeling? {
SbOWﬂ’lg Your /‘

mm:jows, .and a convenient single-car garage. The rear yard is _a private oasis, P | | |
Teaturing taised garden beds, maire frutand nut rses,  rlaxing covsted deck, I\Ieed E:xtra Swp acesl I .G.:‘OTA PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!  }|

cabinets and a window framing your backyard view. Hardwood flooring extends o
- 317 Robert Drive -

Sit on your serene front porch overlooking a peaceful Westside neighborhood! This
residence boasts 2 bedrooms, durable stucco siding, energy-efficient dual pane

through the living room, dining area, and bedrooms. Central heating and a

odstove to k , and ded windows for th I eveni i
breezes. Ain on-demand water heater provides both canvenience and effciency. A Safe & Easy Access ~ . Willits, CA 95490 -
lovely, move in ready home on the Westside! ] 4 S . X
12ze5: Oxh to 12x40 {

Call for Avarlability & Rates

| 12TH Month FREE!

WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

59-0159 or 707-4!
Iyiliﬁﬂﬁi-ﬁil“

Karena Jolley

License #01482063

707-354-2999

mendorealestate@gmail.com
MendoHomes.com

261 Franklin Ave. ® Willits ® 459-2529




COLUMN | Journal

For Karla - A love

You just never know what's gonna happen in this life, who's
going to suddenly show up. In 2011 my friend Patricia Willis
finally convinced me to take on the intimidating task of directing
Tennessee Williams favorite play, “Cat On A Hot Tin Roof” for
Willits  Shakespeare ~ Company.
She’d been hounding me for a year,
showing up at my house out of the
blue, with a plate of freshly baked
brownies or cookies — even a cake
now and then, that she and Kevin
Moore had just made. She had
confidence in me when | didn't. God
bless her. Finally | said “Yes” even
though a play like this was way out of
my comfort zone.

One day at auditions this woman
showed up. | didn’t know her. She
told me she didn’t have any acting
experience except for a little in high
school years ago. Her name was
Karla McDonald. Well, | needed
someone so | cast her in the small but important role of Sister
Woman. During rehearsals | recognized something very special
about her. She got it! Experienced or not it was clear that she
had a gift.

| asked her what she recalled about that time. “I was going
through a break-up. You either retreat or explode onto the scene.
| decided to audition. That experience was one of the most
challenging and rewarding in my life,” she replied. “I like to do
something once in a while that challenges me. Maybe “Cat” was
the experience of my life. One of my proudest moments.

“Acting pushed me out of my comfort zone and empowered
me. I'm sure it's influenced anything that makes me nervous. It's
a part of the process. Fear in that respect is productive.

The night before we were to open after two months of rehearsal
the lead actress playing the iconic and hugely complicated role
of “Maggie the Cat” had to be replaced. | went to that final dress
rehearsal and announced that we would have to cancel because
we no longer had a Maggie. Christopher called out “I'm in if Karla
does it!” For Karla that was a real shocker, but she took it on.

Bill Barksdale

Columnist

Everyone wanted to continue, and our Stage Manager
Glorianne Lucero was an experienced actress and had attended
every rehearsal. She agreed to step into the role of Sister
Woman, so we postponed for one week, and Karla stepped into
the role of Maggie! Talk about stepping out of your comfort zone!

“| was terrified when | had to take on the role of Maggie,” she
exclaimed. She said that Damian Sebouhian, who had been
playing her husband Gooper in “Cat,” gave her a lot of support
and encouragement. “When | had to take on Maggie, it felt like
a break-up. Damian and | had really bonded.” She had been
a terrific Sister Woman. She and Damian were a great team,
but now a huge challenge had presented itself, and she didn’t
hesitate to take it on.

Within a week she had the entire play memorized letter perfect.
Just the first act alone which is Maggie’s act, is the length of a
full play and she had it down. When she told me she was having

m@

|ce (707) 462-4514
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Online:

www.basroofing.com
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.- Email:
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difficulty creating the |
Maggie the previous
actress had created
| told her: “This is a
different  character.
This has to be
your Maggie. Your
character is a former
beauty queen,” then
| became the beauty
pageant coordinator
and said to her in my
best Southern voice
“You're so pretty!” That brought everything into focus for her. She
told me that whenever she has to meet a new big challenge she
says to herself “You're so pretty” and then suddenly she can do it!

The play turned out to be a huge success thanks to the brilliant
material and the equally brilliant cast. No one could keep their
eyes off Karla. She was vulnerable yet exuded sex appeal in
her black satin slip and seamed nylon stockings. The audience
couldn’t get enough of her, and she gave it to them. Christopher
Martineau as Brick was sexy and morose. | can’timagine anyone
else but Mike Adair as Big Daddy, a part he was born to play.
Maria Monti was the perfect Big Mama with a spine of steel.
Damian and Glorianne were heart-wrenching as Gooper, the
ambitious but unwanted son, and his wife, Sister Woman. Dick
Graham was his usual wonderful character in the small part of
the preacher. Even though it was a short run, people kept coming
back to see it again.

Regarding acting Karla commented: “I learned from you, Bill,
that you've got to commit. Make this character your own. It's
creating a real character, a real person.” Then she added, “My
brother is an actor, and | share with him what | learned working
with you - “Theater is real life in imaginary circumstances.” These
were the words of my own acting teacher, Sanford Meisner. I've
passed it along to every actor I've worked with as a director.
Some get it, some don't. Karla gets it.

I've directed three other plays with her since "Cat” and her loyal
fans always show up. If she’s in the play, it sells out. Her dramatic
range seems to be without limit. She can bring one to tears, and
she’s a natural at doing comedy. You can't teach comedy. You
either have it or you don't. I've seen Karla stop the show with
audience laughter, sometimes with just a look. Perfect timing.

| asked Karla to describe herself, then added “you don’t have
to share that if you don’t want to,” but she gave it a shot. “When
I'm not working, I'm pretty solitary. | consider myself a selective
extrovert. I'm very cat-like. | love animals. | have a tight circle,
and I'm OK with that” she commented. “| have a persona to deal
with the world. I've learned to deal with a situation with humor to
help relax other people and help me deal with life. I'm loyal. I'm
loving. | can be self-absorbed. I'm intensely empathetic so | have
to sequester myself at times.

“The older | get | realize | have this persona — the happy-go-
lucky-girl. Women are trained to be the ‘good girl’ - | have a lot
of good-girl energy. It's a tough thing to shed,” she shared. ‘|
want girls in particular to feel ‘This is yours. Take it.” We have to
celebrate the way some young girls and
women are choosing to be in charge,
comfortable in their skin. Sometimes my
internalized misogyny gets in the way,
and | recognize it and have to get past
it. Kids are supposed to make it better.”

Above, left: Karla MacDonald. Above, right: McDonald as “Maggie the Cat” in a 2011 production of “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”
at Willits Community Theatre.

Many people may remember Karla as the front desk person
and co-office manager at dentist Dr. Kerr’s office here in Willits.
Her easy, sarcastic humor put everyone at ease. She and Kathy
Graves were almost a vaudeville team. | love them both. They
actually made going to the dentist fun!

| asked Karla what she perceives as her greatest strengths.
She thought about it then replied: “Resiliency. | always manage
to get back up. I'm creative. That helps with energy. | also paint.”

I've learned through our friendship that Karla is an artist in
pretty much every aspect of her life. Her creativity is evident in
everything I've seen her do.

| asked her what she finds most challenging. She said: “Getting
out of my own head. Trust that it's going to get better. | have
to trust that a safety net will appear. I'm learning. The moxie to
believe that | can do it. I've always been self-reliant, trusting and
open. | feel like I'm in training,” she observed.

| asked her what she’s doing now with her life. “| enjoy helping
people realize their living spaces. What | want to do is make
things pretty. Most people live in their space kind of haphazardly.
| have a new venture. | call it ‘The Eye.’ It's become an important
part of my life.”

“l help people look at things like — is their living space
functional and esthetically pleasing? | look at streamlining and
organizing, creating spaces around what they like — what's warm
and embracing. The way one uses a room, a room you want to
be in, is so important. It makes you feel good when you look at it
and live in it.” | saw what she did with one friend’s small cluttered
home. When Karla got finished the place looked twice as big.
Everything was findable, logically and creatively organized,
favorite colors used in a way | would never have thought of. | was
blown away. The place is now beautiful!

“| like flat paint because of the way light pools on it,” she
continued. “It’s diffused and softer. More cozy. | still use what I've
learned from doing theater when | start a new project. | can see
it in my brain but | may need help to make it so. You can see my
before and after photos of what I've been doing on Instagram @
kmac.the.eye.”

From the beginning I've observed that Karla has her own
special way of sizing up a situation, thoughtfully listening,
organizing, finding solutions, and moving ahead. She tries things
to see what works and what to discard. She’s affectionate, smart,
loyal and can be very acerbic and humorous. Her exceptional
ability as an actress, that special gift she has to face any fears
she may have and take it on and to do it beautifully and artfully,
that is something very special. It permeates every aspect of her
life. She lives life as art - literally.

Yes, | admit | love Karla. She’s one of a kind in my experience.
So this is my love letter, with great affection.

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Children and money

Neighbors - how many of you felt like
you had some education or coaching as
to how to handle money
when you were young?

It's important that our
children understand that
almost everything costs
money, and that one
needs to:

» Understand the value
of money

*Embrace & understand
a ‘budget’

* Not spend more than
one has

* Know the difference
between needs and wants

Of course, | don't think you can start
too early in educating your children about
what money is, what it does, and how
to handle it. There are age-appropriate
“lessons” to familiarize your kids with
financial terms and concepts.

When you are out shopping, shopping
online, or running errands is a good time
to discuss what things cost, how you
decide what to buy and how you are going
to pay for it — cash, debit, credit, or loan,
and from where your money comes — the
job, paycheck as well as your budget.

Having children do chores around
the house for an allowance, | always
recommend. Get children started with an
interest-earning savings account, even an
investment account or a college savings
account. | want them to see how interest
works and how their money can grow
over time.

And children should understand what
things cost in their home/world - clothes,
streaming service, camp, a toy or video

Nicholas Casagrande

Columnist

game - whatever they care about,
engage them in the decision-making that
goes into buying needs

versus wants.

You know what's
coming next — children
should “work” ... pet

sitting, babysitting, yard
work, selling things online
— SOMETHING to build
skills, confidence and
independence.

At some point, work in
a store or office or camp
so they start getting a
paycheck — and see how
much money is deducted
for Fed/State taxes, Social Security/
Medicare, etc. How much should they
save from their paycheck and where? You
don’t want your adult children to be baffled
by their first paycheck gross versus net
pay — it is a very shocking experience!

Questions? Would love to discuss tools
we have for your children — education
savings plans, an investment account. My
best,

Nicholas Casagrande is an accountantand
a financial advisor. His firm, NC Financial
Group, is a wealth-management firm,
serving individual clients as well as small-
to medium-sized businesses. Client work
includes personal and corporate taxes,
investment planning, insurance, and real
estate. EA# 00105394 DRE# 01854336
CA Insurance License # 0H68496.

Willits office is located at 675 South
Main Street, call 855-240-6606 or 414-
480-3669. This information is for general
purposes only. Please consult a financial
professional for your own situation;
Individual circumstances do vary..
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Hard Money
Loans

Investor
opportunities

(707) 462-8622

(707) 459-2330

Independently
Owned & Operated
CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490
redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

COLDWELL BANKER

MENDO REALTY

LOCALLY OWNED
SINCE 1983

Tara Moratti, REALTOR"
Broker-Owner CalDRE #01420657
100 SOUTH STREET, WILLITS, CA
m: 707-367-0389

Call 707-459-5389 for more information!

Jesented at $415,000
+ 3 Bed, 2 Bath Home on .1374+ Acres

+ 1,605 Sq Ft, built in 1975
- Beautifully Maintained & Move In Ready

* Dishwasher, Refrigerator and Gas Range
= 220 outlet on back patio ready for hot tub
* RV Parking with hook-ups

* 1 Bed, 1 Bath Home on 35.2 Acres
» 613 Sq Ft, built in 2008

+ Custom Yurt w/septic, spring & solar

* Barn/shop, multiple water storage tanks
+ Spring-fed pond
» Panoramic views

Specializing in Mendocino County Real Estate
www.LivinMendo.com < livinmendo@gmail.com

Abundant Water, Large Year-
Round Pond and Lush, Flat
Wooded Acreage. A
developed spring, a well, and
sunny flats ideal for %ardenlng
or future building.

includes three additional
APNs, representing two legal
parcels totaling over 47 acres.
PRESENTED AT: $195,000

This scenic approx. 22.79-acre
property includes a sin; Ie

COLDWELL BANKER
MENDO REALTY

LOCALLY OWNED
SINCE 1983

This |-bed, |-bath layout
includes a versatile bonus
Sl room leading to the full

& bedroom, a convenient
laundry area, and generous
ks storage A newly installed and

sealed redwood deck, interior

# cleaning and paint making this
& home move-in rea
L PRESENTED AT: 199,500

This 3 bed 1.5 bath home has
all the amenities! Single level
home with attached garage,

wide mobile home wit
addition, a garage with a snnk
and additional bathroom with
shower, and a multi-purpose
ag shed. Fully fenced pasture
is perfect for horses or
livestock,

REDUCED TO: $275,000

This 5-bed, 2-bath home sits
on nearly 2.5 acres. Built in

I brand new
== new washer and dryer.
¥ REDUCED TO: $320,000

° newer wood and laminate

flooring throughout. The back
and offers a large deck, fully
nced yard with plenty of
sunshine! UEﬁr;Lded with a
AC s‘_-fstem and

? This 3-bed, |-bath home sits
. on over 40 acres. Built in

IN LOCAL PRINT MEDIA

1992, two septic

(%stems. sde 1983, it features two separate
large shop with 200 am|

=% permitted septic systems and

esidential’ & Commercial

service coming from PG&E. & underground imgation &

Whether you're considering a g Utilities, ample water with

H small-scale farm, a spacious both a private well and a
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License #927007 Sonoma Counties 24-HOUR RADIO DISPATCHED TOWING Week Open House Advertisements
Each Available B.uglrer s & Seller’'s Agents —~ ~
550+/- Acre Ranch Property. Month | Property Listings

Incredible Big Mountain
And Eel River Canyon Views

Cattle/Hunting ranch maintained to perfection. Lovely
2 bedroom 2 bath home featuring a wraparound deck

GET YOUR OFFICE, AGENTS AND
LISTINGS INCLUDED IN OUR NEXT EDITION

S and a swimming pool. There are barns, cattle chutes : - al i
SERVING THE COMMUNITY and pons, feoced Hastiens o iy Rk for e = L 2 Tara Moratti Lee F. Persico Alicia Kepple
T e, ; : 42065 £k DRE#02108446
professionally installed solar, battery and backup 15+/- Acres Willits Valley Ranch Property 78;1;%'{8{3:59 78;'_:%;‘?6833’2 707-272-7;32

Lovely location with a 2 bedroom 1 bath home
and a detached garage. All level valley land with

generator, Awmple spring water, excellent hunting area,
wildlife abounds here. This is an amazing property.

3.25” wide x 2" tall 5" wide x 5" tall

aliciamendorealty@gmail.com

Ads

lvinmendo@gmail com

ColdWellBanker'Willits@gmail.com

$1,300,000. fenced pastures. There are dog kennels, and a barn. color dlSplaY ad: color dlSp].aY ad:
Great valley property for horses and livestock. Commitment
Well water. Close to town. $625,000. 335/ month S 130/month
and ad copy ) - . : i .
. with 3-month minimum commitment with 3-month minimum commitment
Open Saturdays Warm deadline
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and is the | S40 ‘ $140 |
. first Friday on one-run basis on one-run basis

19 PR SRR Randa Craighed Audrey Low

Open Monday through Friday of the month Carey Pinson
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Log DRE0197190) DREH02074437 DREA01967973
f Commercial * 707-841-7778 707-972-0524 707-513-8687
ey —m— LOtS Of CIO thing Truck Shop § $31-;‘;II6%0 3,500 - 4,000 randa.craighead@coldwellbankercom nor‘calhmeyahoosom careyp|nson@5ma|l com
and furniture i e s 3 . ; copies
. maintenance shop, 3 1760 sq. ft. home with 3 bedrooms & 2 baths. Features are many: each week
ava[/able drive-through bays, Real wood plank flooring with square nails. The kitchen has lots
1 one with a stand-up pit for of counter space, tile floor, stainless appliances, an island

easy truck repairs. There is counter breakfast spot, and a separate dining room. Amazing

ample stocage in one side views from all the windows and cathedral ceiling in the living Ads go
m"mmamﬂﬁ“ room. There are decks on 3 sides of the home. Lovely bedrooms. .

it sepeate sy Great yard area for entertaining. Towering redwoods.” onling and

The site is paved. $505,000

Ari Steffen
DRE#02252310
707-472-6380

aristeffen@gmail.com

in-print for

Jeffrey Walker

DRE#02 163363
707-376-5389
jeffreymendorealty@gmail.com

Fawn Winkels
DRE#02141318
707-472-6505

fawnyourmendorealtor@gmail.com

For information or an appointment to view please call:
Randy and Ruth Weston
707-459-4961 = 707-489-3333

CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacific .net

557 South Main Street « Willits

one price

459-6826
501 BAECHTEL ROAD * WILLIT

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT US AT CBMENDOREALTY.COM
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$60/month S$275/month
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Alicia Kepple
REALTOR®
/ (707) 272-7782
\ | DRE #02108446
by A |
-y \J AliciaMendoRealty@gmail.com
| Bt | 100 South Street, Willits, CA 95490

Aliciakepple.com

*
COLDWELL BANKER | MENDO REALTY

Pay at the Pdﬁlp

7am - 10pm
459-4854
1799 So. Main St.

“Family owned since 1983" P.0. Box 428

ESTD. 1993

Nll BAI] IIHYS DIEEINE

707-459-5859
24900 N. HWY 101
IN WILLITS

Lic# 679517
KARA@GARMANCONSTRUCTION.COM

NUTRIENT-PACKED COMPOST,
PLANTER MIXES & CUSTOM BLENDS
MADE IN UKIAH, CA

& & _ahy
CLOSE REDUCE

Wil M%\kllgv ENVIRONMENTAL ?A%%vz\z’
LOOP IMPACT

coldcreekcompost.com
(707) 485-5966
f @ @ColdCreekCompost

RECYCLING
ORGANICS
SINCE 1995

COLUMN | How's the Market?

End-of-year tax deductions

If you are a W2 wage earner, your income doesn't
fluctuate with the ups and downs of your employer’s
profitability. As long as the business stays afloat, you get
paid. Those of us who own businesses, on the other hand,
have good years and bad years. We must shift income
between years for tax savings, balancing highs and lows
SO we can cover expenses when revenues drop.

Whether you are investing in
a business, in real estate, or in
other assets, you are agreeing
to live by the risk-return trade-
. off. If you take a risk, you create
the possibility of higher financial
return. Of course, you may also
lose your investment altogether.

As the year comes to a close,
now is a good time to review your
anticipated annual net income. If
it's @ good year, consider moving
expenses from the coming year
into the current year (this is both
legal and appropriate). If it's a bad year, consider ways to
capitalize on the tax advantages that come with operating
ataloss.

Richard Selzer

Columnist

Before | go further, | must say in the strongest possible
terms that | am writing to provide questions for you to
review with your accountant and/or financial planner. |
am not giving advice here, simply offering ideas for your
consideration.

How to offset taxable income

If you've had a good year, you'll want to take on additional
expenses to offset your taxable income. Here are some
ways to do so.

* Pay both installments of your property taxes before the
end of the year.

* Do deferred maintenance on your investment property,
such as upgrading your heating and air conditioning
system or rewiring. You can pay for these expenses with a
credit card, so you get the benefit of 2025 deductions but
do not have to pay the bill until next year.

* Pre-pay insurance premiums. You can pay a year's
worth of expenses in December and deduct them in 2025.

« If you rent your workspace, you can pay all of 2026
rent payments in December and deduct them in 2025.
If you don’'t want to put your landlord in a bind with a
bunch of unanticipated income for 2025, send the check
on December 31. Your landlord will receive the check in
January and be able to
report the income in 2026,
but you still get to deduct it
in 2025.

« If you own your
workspace, pre-pay
mortgage payments for up
to a year in advance and
make sure those payments
do not go solely toward
principal reduction. (You
can also do this for your

CHARMING
SHOP BUILDING

$275,000

This charming florist shop building is a
fantastic opportunity at just $275,000!
Perfect for entrepreneurs, it offers a

prime location for a business, with the

potential to renovate the back into a private apartment for the owner.

Private parking spaces behind the building add value, making this an excellent investment.
Whether you continue the floral business or start something new, this space provides

versatility and affordability. Own your own business [
and create a live-work
space in a thriving
community. Don’t miss
this incredible chance to
invest in your future at
an unbeatable price!

(707) 272-4924

DRE #02208752

Tom Allman, REALTOR®

Pamela Hudson Real Estate |II i
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Chana Eisenstein, DVM
Celina Borucki-Gibson, DVM “Dr. BG”
Jamie Conner, DVM

ea Cast Hill

Veterinary Clinic

1200 East Hill Road Willits, CA 95490
Full Service Grooming Salon
web: www.easthillvet.com

Tel: 707-459-5236

SALVADOR MADRIGAL
REALTOR®
DRE# 01139481
CELL: 707.354.1950
OFFICE: 707.459.6175

madrigalsal@comcast.net

-

m Selzer Real

Associates

ROXANNE LEMOS-NEESE
REALTOR® GRI

DRE# 01712217
3 / CELL: 707.484.6489
: (/ OFFICE: 707.467.3612
I “ | roxanne@getmendohomes.com
}:(A y _({,’ /q_ www.getmendohomes.com
3 \ 390 South Main Street

Willits, CA 95490

i Each Office indegandently Cwned and Operated

GEOSCIENCES * PLANNING « SURVEYING
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
CIVIL ENGINEERING

335 SOUTH MAIN STREET, WILLITS, CA 95490
SHN-ENGR.COM (707) 459-4518

personal residence.)

« If you are a landlord, you can let your tenants know they
can wait until January to make December rent payments
without penalty.

* Do improvements, especially to improve the energy
efficiency of your property. Consider installing a solar array,
retrofitting insulation, replacing inefficient appliances,
adding attic fans, weather stripping, and more. There are
sometimes tax rebates for these types of upgrades. Even
if you cannot take care of all these improvements this year,
hang onto the list and plan for next year.

* If you use a vehicle as part of your business and you
need a new one, buy it before the end of the year and take
advantage of accelerated depreciation. (If you had a bad
year, this is not the year to buy a new car because the tax
benefits will be wasted.)

* If you are in the process of buying property, be aware
that some closing costs are deductible in the year paid, so
if you can close escrow before December 31, do so.

How to take advantage of financial losses

If you had a bad year and you have a conventional
retirement account, you can deduct funds from the
retirement account in 2025 without paying high income
taxes on that money (lower income, lower tax bracket). If
you already have a Roth IRA, you can move funds from
your conventional individual retirement account (IRA) to
a Roth IRA and not pay penalties. The funds remain in
retirement and accumulate tax free.

Everyone’s financial situation is different, which is why
no one should run out and put my ideas into practice
without first having a lengthy chat with their tax consultant.

For more information on how to speed up depreciation
to take advantage of tax savings with real estate and other
investments, check out my prior article on cost segregation
at  selzerrealty.com/2023/10/02/to-save-on-taxes-timing-
matters. If you can’t put these ideas in motion this year,
you can put them on your list for 2026.

If you have questions about real estate or property
management, contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com.
If you have ideas for this column, let me know. If | use
your suggestion in a column, I'll send you a $25 gift card
to Loose Caboose! If you'd like to read previous articles,
visit www.selzerrealty.com and click on “How’s the Market.”

Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the
business for more than 50 years. The opinions expressed
here are his and do not necessarily represent his affiliated
organizations.
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PR WILLITS

POWER & HARDWARE
HONDA - HUSQVARNA - * MQ - CARHARTT
Lawn & Garden Equipment = Generators
Sales, Parts & Service = Pick-up & Delivery

1600 S. Main St. Sales/Parts: 707 459-6420
Willits, CA 95490 Service: 707 459-0596
willitspower@gmail.com Fax: 707 459-6369

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Randall Cantua, LUTCF
Agent

Cantua Insurance Agency

16 W. Valley St. Willits CA 95490
786 Redwood Drive
Garberville, CA 95542

Tel 707.459.3276

Tel 707.923.2179

Fax 707.923.9550
rcantua@farmersagent.com
0C67822
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