
Picture Perfect
Willits native returns to town to offer 

top-notch real estate photos
After photographing around the world, Victor Zuidema has returned to his hometown 

to help real estate agents and architecture aficionados alike 
with creating beautiful representations of homes in the area.

Zuidema graduated from Willits High School in 2003 and 
after a few years started to dabble in photography. In 2007 he 

started shooting weddings, and in 2010 he decided to make photography his commercial 
career, so he moved to the Los Angeles area to attend Brooks Institute of Photography, 
where he graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts as a professional photographer.

Over the last 13 years, Zuidema has photographed all over the globe, including trips 
to France, Italy, England, Ireland, Scotland and Mexico where he photographed lifestyle, 
fashion, architecture, travel, and commercial products. Before moving back to Willits in 
January of 2020, Zuidema 
worked photographing 
products and indoor/outdoor 
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and sizes!

Randy and Ruth Weston
707-459-4961 • 707-489-3333

CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacifi c.net

557 South Main Street • Willits

For information or an appointment to view please call:

Willits Furniture Center 
Successful business located in a high traffi c area. 

Expansive 8,140 sq. ft. building is ideal for an 
open show room.   Reduced to $849,000

3.18+/- Acres Hopland Land Parcel
All level property zoned suburban residential. 
Close to town, electricity, water and sewer are 
available. Best use would be for animals, barn, 
outbuildings.  Also there is a well. Please call 

for more information. $275,000

20 +/- Acres Two Story
Ranch Home, Laytonville

2,300 sq. living area, 4 beds 3 baths. There is city 
water, a 2 car garage and is located within walking 
distance to downtown Laytonville. The property is 
wooded with some open areas.  There is city water. 

It is zoned UR20.   $499,000

There is a level meadow with the remainder of
property wooded and very gentle, offering good
building sites. Redwood, Fir and Madrone trees.  

Zoned 20 acre minimums. 
$785,000

61.62+/- 
Acres
Just

North of 
Fort

Bragg

Tara Moratti
Broker-Associate

CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - Cell

Specializing in Mendocino County Real Estate
www.LivInMendo.com  • livinmendo@gmail.com

Brooktrails
Beauty!
2 Bedrooms

1 Bath
27155 Oriole Drive

Willits

$225,000

Maureen Jennison
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com

Above, left: A traditional home and 
patio set photographed for e-commerce 
distribution across Wayfair and Overstock 
websites. Above: Photographer Victor 
Zuidema, who is now offering real estate 
photography for the greater Mendocino 
County area.

At right: This home was the first residential property photographed by Zuidema, after he returned to 
Willits. Below: Zuidema photographed this farmhouse-style bedroom in a Parade of Homes show, in 
Sandy, Utah. 

Photos 
by Victor 
Zuidema
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Lee Persico
CalBRE #00446837

707-459-5389
coldwellbankerwillits@gmail.com

Kelsi Ryan
CalBRE #01932829

707-621-1818
mendorealestate@gmail.com

Tara Moratti
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389
livinmendo@gmail.com

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
CalBRE #01712217

707-484-6489
roxanne@getmendohomes.com

Dara Collicott
CalBRE #02062954

707-513-7825
daradrealty@gmail.com

Randa Craighead
CalBRE #01971901

707-841-7778
randa.craighead@coldwellbanker.com

Audrey Low
CalBRE #02074437

707-972-0524
norcalhomes@yahoo.com

Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844

707-354-2301
nicf707@gmail.com

Karena Jolley
CalBRE #01482063

707-354-2999
karena.jolley@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Kent Westwood, Broker 
CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078

Joe Morf, Agent 
CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

“Zillow Premier Agents”

Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money

Loans
Investor

opportunities
 (707) 462-8622  (707) 459-2330 

redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Independently
Owned & Operated 

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street.  Willits, CA 95490

Willits Most General Store

Come
Check Out
Our New

Candy Shoppe!

459-2201
101 E. Barbara Ln.
Willits, California

Store Open Daily:
8:30 am to 6:30 pm

Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*

EA # 00105934  •  CA DRE # 01854336  •  CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered 
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS 
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from 
any other named entity. *These services  are not offered through Cetera Financial 
Specialists LLC **Investment email

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606
675 S Main St, Willits, CA 95490
105 W Clay St, Ukiah, CA 95482

nicholas@ncfi nancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com**

Remodeling?
Showing Your 

Home?
Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40

Call for Availability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. • Willits • 459-2529

Karena
Jolley

License #01482063

707-354-2999

Kelsi
Ryan
License #01932829

707-621-1818
mendorealestate@gmail.com

Less than 30 minutes NW of Willits, this 50 acre end-of-the-road private retreat type 
property is zoned RL160 and features a 2 bedroom custom home and several sturdy 
outbuildings used as storage, workshop, guest. Private well, generator, propane and 
solar utilities. Mixed topography with many gently sloping mostly wooded areas for 
great useability. Your own peaceful woodsy paradise! 40 acres is in a conservation 
easement but has the possibility of up to 2 acres to be developed. Neighboring 10 

acre property can be available for sale also. 

36193
Covelo 
Road
Willits

$425,000

964-ROOF  462-ROOF
dunlaproofing.com

Call for 

details

Cal. Lic. #806498

RE-ROOF 
LOANS

0% iNtERESt for 
12 mONthS

Chana Eisenstein, DVM 
Celina Borucki-Gibson, DVM “Dr. BG”

East Hill
Veterinary Clinic

1200 East Hill Road   Willits, CA 95490
Tel: 707-459-5236

web: www.easthillvet.com    Fax: 707-459-9048

COLUMN | How’s the Market?

Gems can hide in plain sight:  
buying a home in winter

Once winter weather hits in California, the housing market 
slows. Homeowners don’t want to spend time outside sprucing 
up their property in cold, wet conditions, and this weather 
usually means the holidays are approaching, when most people 
would rather spend time with family than focus on 
selling their home. It’s much more fun to think about 
Thanksgiving dinner than painting your bathroom.

You’ll also see fewer buyers out looking for new 
homes this time of year. The idea of viewing houses 
for sale when it’s 45 degrees and raining isn’t too 
appealing. And if you do happen to find a house, the 
idea of tracking mud onto your new carpet as you 
move boxes out of your brother-in-law’s pick-up in the 
rain is enough to cause any rational person to put off 
this whole adventure for a few months. 

Even if you’re brave enough to go house hunting 
and find a house to purchase, many people still prefer to wait 
until after the holidays, because there is something very special 
about waking up Christmas morning in a familiar home.

Now that I’ve completely talked you out of buying or selling a 
house in winter, I’ll tell you this: if you are willing to forge ahead 
with this home-buying adventure, you may just find a gem that 
others miss. Winter can be the best time to buy. 

Typically, there’s more inventory available (because there are 
fewer homebuyers), so you have a better selection to choose 
from. And the laws of economics are in your favor. More homes 
for sale and fewer people buying usually results in a better 
value. With interest rates still at historic lows, this year is a 
particularly good year to buy.  

In addition to the economic benefits of buying in winter, you 
get to see your prospective home in non-optimal conditions. 
Shopping in spring shows you a house in all its glory – beautiful 
landscaping and warm, dry interiors. 

Winter shopping often gives you a worst-case scenario, so 

you don’t get any nasty surprises down the line. If it’s a drafty 
house, you’ll know it, and you’ll be able to see condensation on 
the inside of windows. And while home inspectors and pest and 
fungus inspectors have a slightly harder time doing their job, 

the inspections are often much more productive.
No matter when you buy, it’s a good idea to 

hire a real estate agent. Of course this is a self-
serving comment, but it also happens to be true. 
Real estate agents can help you recognize when 
small issues may indicate bigger problems, 
and they can assess fair market value, whether 
you’re buying or selling a property. 

Real estate agents can also negotiate on 
your behalf, arrange and attend appropriate 
inspections, make sure you get all the appropriate 
reports and disclosures, help you arrange 

financing, make sure you have adequate insurance, and help 
you navigate the sometimes-complicated escrow process. 

Remember, it is in a real estate agent’s best interest to help 
you meet your goal because they only get paid if you get what 
you want – a completed transaction. It’s interesting to note that 
people in the real estate industry hire real estate agents when 
they buy or sell property. I’m talking about brokers and lenders 
with the knowledge to do the work themselves. They know the 
value of a good real estate agent. It’s kind of like when you find 
out your doctor goes to a specialist when he needs one. Don’t 
you want to do the same?

If you have questions about real estate or property 
management, contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com. If you 
have ideas for this column, let me know. (If I use your suggestion 
in a column, I’ll send you a $25 gift card to Roland’s Bistro!) If 
you’d like to read previous articles, visit https://selzerrealty.com/ 
and click on “How’s the Market?” 
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the business 
for more than 40 years.

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Investing in 
precious metals
Neighbors: I get a lot of calls about investing in 

precious metals – gold, silver, platinum. 
The reason for these calls, most of the time, is the 

belief that precious metals are safe havens when 
there is political and 
economic uncertainty. 
Let’s face it – gold has 
been around longer 
than most of us, since 
800 B.C. 

Gold is considered 
a valuable commodity 
that can protect one’s 
wealth in the midst of 
global turmoil as well 
as act as a hedge 

against inflation and deflation. 
The evidence is mixed on whether 
precious metals can really keep 
your savings safe. Just like stocks 

– precious metals can be volatile and one needs have 
a long-term strategy to ride out the ups and downs of 
the market. 

There are a few different ways to invest in precious 
metals – there are vehicles like mutual funds, EFTs, 

there are stocks in the mining companies themselves. You can hold 
precious metals investments in your retirement accounts. You can also 
own the physical metal. Word to the wise, if you plan to have precious 
metals in your possession, please make sure you get a fire safe. 

Precious metals provide a useful and effective means of diversifying a 
portfolio. The trick to achieving success with them is to know your goals 
and risk profile before jumping in. 

Properly diversified investors combine precious metals with stocks and 
bonds to reduce their overall volatility and risk. 

There is lots to consider, so please do not hesitate to reach out to me if 
you would like to discuss what makes good sense for you. 

Best, Nick 
This information is for general purposes only. Please consult a financial 
professional for your own situation. Individual circumstances do vary.
Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a financial advisor. His 
firm, NC Financial Group, is a wealth management firm serving individual 
clients as well as small-to-medium-sized businesses. Client work includes 
personal and corporate taxes, investment planning, insurance, and 
real estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits office is located at 675 South 
Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com 
(taxes) or Nicholas.Casagrande@Ceterafs.com (investments) for more 
information. 

COLUMN | Journal

From here to there: Comfort food for the soul 
There’s a small cabin we like to rent every once in a while on the Oregon 

coast. It has a cozy fireplace and ancient pine paneling and a big window 
overlooking the ocean. As I sit here next to my own fireplace radiating a 
comforting heat on a chilly morning, I think not 
only of that cabin but of a movie that I’m going 
to watch again tonight called “Enchanted April” 
by filmmaker Mike Newell. 

It’s a story about people who are having 
difficulty in their lives, looking for a way to feel 
better. They don’t know each other well but see 
an ad in the paper for a villa for rent in Italy. The 
only way they can afford to rent it is by going in 
together and splitting the cost. 

Obviously this movie is not a fast-paced 
thriller or even a laugh-fest. It’s a slowly 
unfolding tale that weaves together the stories 
of people who don’t know each other well, if 
at all, but have a common need to simply feel 
better. Isn’t it interesting that we often don’t 
take the time to just feel better? If there was ever a time to enjoy that basic 
pleasure of looking for something that makes one feel good, this is that 
time. 

Fortunately, there are things to feel grateful about all around us. 
Sometimes we have to look a bit more to see them, but they’re there. I 
have a list and every day I add one thing that I’m grateful for. It’s a long list 
now, but I never have difficulty thinking of something to add. 

It’s not that I deny that life is often a struggle. Of course it is. My late friend, 
Gregg, had a childhood disease that left him a paraplegic, unable to walk. 
Yet he got out every day in his motorized wheelchair and courageously 
maneuvered the driveway dips, broken or missing sidewalks, even nasty 
slurs yelled from some idiot in a speeding car – and would then drop into 
my office and we’d chat about the theater or an idea that had been cooking 
in his imagination. He had a brilliant mind. Pain? Yes. 
Struggle? Yes. But still valued being alive. A remarkable 
person. 

Some things like pain or loss of abilities are more of a 
challenge. The process of dying is often a great difficulty 
for the person dying and their loved ones. We all die. 
It’s nature’s way. Eventually there’s a peace that can be 
found in death. Losing a loved one can feel like a huge 
punch in the stomach. Grief cannot be denied. Gratitude 
for the good times can help soothe. 

For 30 years I served people in my business. Each day 
was full and busy. Much of my job was helping people 
though big life changes. If you would have told me I 
would actually enjoy studying business law, easements 
or water statutes – I would have thought you were 
crazy, yet I have found those things fascinating. Much 
of my satisfaction came from helping people. Oftentimes 
enjoyment of life comes from being useful and of benefit 
to others. All that learning came in handy to help a client 
solve a problem. That was my job, being of service to my 
clients. Gave me a sense of satisfaction and even joy. 

I just glanced down and noticed the pair of bright red wool socks that 
my dear friend, Emmy, dropped off at my front door yesterday. She knitted 
them and each time I see their whimsically creative pattern I feel her 
friendship and remember how just a few days ago we were laughing wildly 
as she told me she had torn out the toe of the sock twice to correct a 
missed stitch. The sheer fun she gets out of knitting and our telephone 
horseplay is enough to brighten the moments. 

Sometimes, especially lately, I’ve listened to the news too much. I’ve 
learned to just turn it off. There are things I can do something about, but 
there are some things that are out of my control, so I’m teaching myself 
to let go of that stuff. There are a million different places I can focus my 
thoughts. Some are truly important and I want to work those situations out. 
Some are just as well forgotten. 

I remember an old self-hypnosis tape I used to have. The therapist 
would often say, once the listener was is a deep state of relaxation, “Now 
let go. Let go.” And you know what, when I allow myself to be very relaxed 
– and I realize it’s my choice – it’s pretty easy to let go of bothersome 
thoughts. They’re just thoughts after all and I can always choose to focus 
on something else. 

Worrying can become a habit. In fact it usually is a habit. Worry seldom, 
if ever, fixes anything. Oh, I can think of something I want to do, but it 
doesn’t have to become an obsessive “worry.” Just figure out a time to 
get it done and do it, or let it go. One thing I choose not to worry about 
anymore is what someone may think of me. That’s their stuff, not mine. 
Often times a kind word or note to that person can be enough for both of 
us to feel better and “let go.” It doesn’t hurt me to say a kind word, or even 
“I’m sorry” if I was unkind. I don’t have an ego need to always be right. 

Think of something that makes you feel happy. Relax into that. It just 
takes a moment. 
Bill Barksdale was a 2016 inductee into the Realtor® Hall of Fame. He is a 
referral agent for Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty Inc. CADRE# 01106662.
Read more of his articles at his blog at BBarksdale.com 
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Nicholas 
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Bill Barksdale
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Cash incentives for new home development
Advanced Energy Build

The Advanced Energy Build program from SCP offers cash 
incentives up to $4,500 per unit for high-performance home 
development.

Keep on buildin’ on.

299 East Commercial Street
Willits, CA

Open Monday-Friday
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Visit our online store for eGift cards,
daily orders, and outside pick-up.
http//www.kemmyspies.com

707-367-5498

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
REALTOR®, GRI

Cell: 707.484.6489
Office: 707.459.5389

www.getmendohomes.com
Cal BRE #01712217

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517
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The rest of
Photographer

furniture in Utah where he 
moved to in 2016.

“I’m excited to be back in 
Willits,” said Zuidema, “and 
am now looking to make 
professional connections in 
Mendocino and the surrounding 
counties to shoot real estate 
projects and lend my creative 
eye to my hometown areas.”

For most of the past five 
years, Zuidema’s work has 
focused on just these types of 
resort and residential housing 
imagery, featuring indoor and 
outdoor shots for real estate and 
architecture projects. Zuidema 
also has been working closely 
with respected real estate 
photographers Keith Sutter of 
Sacramento, and Daniel Wilson 
out of Napa, and hopes to offer 
the same high-end results to 
clients in Willits and the greater 
Mendocino County area.

“When I photograph a home,” 
explained Zuidema, “I like to 
get the ‘outside hero shot’ and 
then photos of usually about 
five major rooms. I can also 
offer detail shots, like if a home 
has a new granite countertop 
or special feature they’d like to 
highlight. I also have a drone 
and can fly it for different 
perspective images as well as 
aerial photos of the property.”

Zuidema welcomes 
real estate agents looking 
to improve their listings’ 
presence with high-quality 
photos or other professionals 
looking to have corporate or 
residential real estate shots to 
contact him directly by email: 
victorzphotography@gmail.
com or by phone: 707-671-
4316 for more information.

Above, from top: This mid-century modern-style room photographed by Victor Zuidema was staged for a furniture showcase in Salt Lake City, Utah. The kitchen of the first home Zuidema photographed 
locally features an eat-in bar and wonderful dark wood cabinets. The local home’s dining area had beautiful hardwood floors with large windows for bright, beautiful light. 

Photos by Victor Zuidema


