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Increased
recycling costs
lead to

Measure B
committee
seeks more
info on

garbage
fees hike
Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Above: Homecoming Princes and Princesses from the underclasses, including, from left: juniors Nayeli Rodriguez and Craig Stewart;
sophomores Parker Watts and Amy Andrade; and freshmen Omar Rodriguez and Destiny Laurent. Below: Senior King and Queen
nominees, including, from left: DJ Buzzard, Jasmine Mendoza, Jorge Carrillo, Heidi Herold, Keegan Reed, and Daisy Barrett.

A global decline in the
market price for recyclable
waste has caused Jerry
Ward, president and CEO
of Solid Waste of Willits, to
seek and to secure a small
hike in garbage fees, which
subsidize the company’s
handling of recyclables.

Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

The
fee
increase
approved at Tuesday’s
board
of
supervisors
meeting was for all three of
SWOW’s franchise hauling
zones, for the five small
transfer stations operated
by SWOW (Laytonville,
Albion, Boonville, Potter
Valley and South Coast),
and for the Caspar Transfer
Station, which is jointly
owned by the county and
the City of Fort Bragg.
Fees to drop off garbage
at the Willits transfer station
will not be increased until
later next year, Ward said.
The garbage pickup rate
hike in the three franchise
areas ranged from 1.5 to 4
percent, or about 70 cents to
$1.25 a month, depending
on which franchise area the
customer lives in.
Read the rest of

Garbage

Over on page 15

County gets
prestigious
‘Big Read’
grant award
Dan McKee

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Photos by
Maureen
Moore

Homecoming 2018

Willits High School shows spirit, preps for football game, dance and rally
Alumni and the community as a whole
are welcome to come out and show their
Wolverine pride for Willits High School
Homecoming, which
Maureen Moore is happening this
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com week, with the big
football game to take
place Friday, September 28 on Maize Field.
The theme for the week is “’80s movies,”
and each day offered students and teachers
a dress-up opportunity to show their school
spirit. Monday was “Ghostbusters” and red
day; Tuesday was “Back to the Future” and
blue day; Wednesday was “Footloose” and
white day; Thursday is “E.T.” and black day, 2018 Homecoming Queen Daisy
and Friday is the traditional “Green and Barrett and King Keegan Reed,
Gold” day. The Homecoming dance will take crowned Wednesday night.
Photo by Lisa Reed
place Saturday.

Members of the Homecoming Court
gathered on Wednesday morning, before
the evening crowning rally, to have their
photos taken, above.
Court winners for the underclass
members included: Freshman Prince and
Princess Omar Rodriguez and Destiny
Laurent; Sophomore Prince and Princess
Parker Watts and Amy Andrade; and
Junior Prince and Princess Craig Stewart
and Nayeli Rodriguez.
Senior nominees included Jorge
Carrillo, DJ Buzzard, Keegan Reed, Heidi
Herold, Jasmine Mendoza and Daisy
Barrett.
Read more of

Spirit

Over on Page 13

Mendocino County’s “Big
Read Month” program will
debut Saturday, October
6, during the Round
Valley Book Festival. The
program, sponsored by the
National Endowment of the
Arts, is open to schools,
libraries and universities
nationally, Cultural Service
Agency Director Karen
Horner told the board of
supervisors on Tuesday.

Mendocino
County’s
selection is Kelly Link’s
“Pretty Monsters,” Horner
said. The short story
collection
has
been
described as “an alchemical
mixture
of
Borges,
Raymond Chandler and
Buffy the Vampire Slayer by
Salon magazine.
Readers can pick up a
free copy of Link’s book
Read the rest of

Read

Over on page 15

Sheriff Tom Allman,
chairman of the Mental
Health Treatment Act
Citizens
Oversight
Committee, requested more
information from Camille
Schraeder, chief operations
officer of Redwood Quality
Management
Company,
concerning plans for a
mental health crisis center
in Ukiah, at the committee’s
monthly meeting Tuesday.
At the meeting, Allman
also requested a report
from Jason Wells, CEO of
Adventist Health Howard
Memorial Hospital in Willits,
who had earlier told the
Measure B Committee that
Adventist was “committed
to be a part of this process”
in some fashion, whether
that meant responding to
a request for proposals
or “being a part of a
subcommittee to explore a
facility here.”
At the end of the
September 26 meeting,
CEO Wells asked Allman
if Wells and Schraeder
Read the rest of

Measure B
Over on page 13

Supes hear
report on
in-progress
county
compensation
plan
Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Supervisors on Tuesday
heard and accepted a
report by consultants
Koff and Associates on
the status of its study of
county government’s base
salary classification and
compensation plan.
Begun in November
2017, the study has yet to
be completed. The original
$100,000 contract was
approved by supervisors
last October 17 and was to
run through October 31 of
this year.

Mendocino County, she
said, “was fortunate to be
selected to receive one of
the program’s prestigious
grant awards.”
Managed
by
Arts
Midwest, the grants support
“dynamic
community
reading programs, each
designed around a single
NEA Big Read selection.”

proposed
Ukiah
facility

The report, presented
to the board by Koff
and Associates Project
Manager Katie Kaneko,
Above: The group poses with a bucket and check, including, from left: Mendo Mill’s Patricia McBride, WHS Senior DJ Buzzard, Mendo Mill’s was difficult to understand.
Bob Doty, Mendo Mill’s Tonya Howe, WHS Booster president Bonnie Riley, WHS senior Araceli Arellano and Mendo Mill’s TK Warner.
The upshot of Kaneko’s
presentation was that the
county’s previous base
salary study – the Slavin
Study completed in 2001
2018 challenge yields
– was flawed due to an
$3,640 for Booster Club
overreliance on a method of
Mendo Mill’s annual Bucket Challenge raised compensation assessment
$3,640 to go towards funding another year called quantitative analysis
of uniforms for Willits High School’s athletics or point factor.
department. The Willits store was again the
According to Kaneko,
highest-grossing store across Mendo Mill’s five the point factor method is
locations, even with a two-day event this year.
Read the rest of
– Maureen Moore
Photos by
Maureen Moore

Bucket Bucks

Above: WHS Boosters honored Mendo Mill with a framed vintage WHS jersey to show their appreciation for the store’s support.
Pictured above, from left: TK Warner, Bob Doty, Jim Miller, Tonya Howe, Bonnie Riley and Patricia McBride.

Plan

Over on page 13

Greta Kanne,
candidate for
Willits City Council

Jeremy Hershman,
candidate for
Willits City Council

For the past 13 years I’ve served the
community of Willits at the front counter of The
Book Juggler, where I’ve heard countless ideas
about what our town needs and who ought
to be doing it. I’ve attended many Willits City
Council meetings to speak in favor of projects
I thought would benefit our town and to ask for
movement on projects or ordinances I thought
were important.
What I’ve come to realize over and over
again is that “decisions are made by those
who show up”. I’m running for city council because I’m ready to help make the
decisions that will shape our town in the coming years.
The opening of the highway bypass, the legalization of cannabis, the
ADA lawsuits levied against several Willits businesses, and the
fire in Redwood Valley last fall have all impacted our economy
and our collective mood. People worry aloud about the future of
our town.
Read the rest of

Kanne

Hello, my name is Jeremy Hershman.
I’m a 37-year-old supplemental instructor at
Mendocino College in the math department,
and a former heavy equipment mechanic.
I am currently working towards a degree in
Mechanical Engineering and Mathematics.
I have lived in Willits for over nine years, and
spent my first 30 living and growing up in a small
farm community outside Chicago much like this
place. I watched that town slowly wither as
more and more family farms became part of
agri-business giants, and I don’t want it to happen here.
Why am I running for Willits City Council? I feel a responsibility to my community,
and believe in accountability and transparency in government without
exception. I will work with council members and staff to maximize
efficiency in both fiscal and operational functions of our city. My main
goal is the revitalization of a sustainable Willits, and I will work to
facilitate
Read the rest of

Over on Page 6

Hershman

Submitted by the Little Lake Fire Protection District
Board of Directors: Tony Madrigal, Tom Herman,
Nancy Stipe, Skip Lucier and Arnie Mello
The building on Commercial Street that we now recognize
as our fire department was constructed in 1952. It was
originally designed to house multiple city services including
the police department, the jail, the fire department, and the
courthouse. It has served our community well for more than
65 years but, sadly, its useful life is at an end. Here’s why:
• It is considered non-conforming per the California Health
& Safety Code and the Essential Services Buildings
Seismic Safety Act of 1986. This means that any
structural upgrades to our current facility would require
compliance with those statutes which is impossible due to
the unreinforced masonry used to construct it.
• Our current firehouse does not meet Americans with
Disabilities Act standards. Compliance would require
extensive demolition and reconstruction.
• It does not meet current National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) standards for firehouse design as it
relates to employee safety and equipment storage.

Why We Need

Measure J

• It does not provide space or facilities for 24-hour
occupancy by on-duty / on-call firefighters and rescue
personnel.

• There are no showers for decontamination of firefighters
and rescue personnel after calls.
• We don’t meet environmental water runoff standards
because floor drains flow directly into the sewer system.

• It does not meet environmental standards related to air
quality due to mold issues in the office and storage spaces.

• Our building can no longer be used for public education
because of ADA non-compliance. In addition, it cannot be
used as a gathering point or place of refuge for the public
during an emergency or local disaster.

PG&E awards $80,000 to Mendocino
County Fire Safe Council

California’s landmark emergency
alert bill becomes law

Submitted by Pacific Gas and Electric Company
In an effort to help prevent wildfires and protect
communities, Pacific Gas and Electric Company is
joining forces with local fire safe councils to enhance
the safety and preparedness of local communities.
PG&E is providing $2 million to fund local fire safe
council projects to reduce the threat of wildfires and
help keep communities safe.
PG&E has awarded $80,000 to the Mendocino
County Fire Safe Council to work on evacuation
safety enhancements for single-access communities.
“During the devastating October 2017 Redwood
fire, the Mendocino County community unfortunately
learned firsthand that escape routes during a fire must
be clear of fuel to keep flames further from roadways
and allow more time for residents to evacuate safely,”

Submitted by the Office of State
Sen. Mike McGuire
Sacramento, CA – Sen. Mike McGuire’s landmark
legislation establishing statewide emergency alert
protocols and regulation became law today when
Senate Bill 833 was signed by Gov. Jerry Brown.
“Bottom line, this legislation will save lives. With
the passage of SB 833, statewide emergency
alert standards will be developed, training for local
emergency managers will be implemented, and we
will be investing in a more proactive and effective
mutual aid response system,” Sen. McGuire said.
“The size and scope of wildland fires in California
has grown exponentially over the past decade, and
a universal emergency alert system can’t come soon
enough.”
The legislation was introduced by Sen. McGuire in
partnership with state Senators Bill Dodd and Jerry
Hill and Assemblymembers Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, Marc
Levine and Jim Wood. The legislation, for the first
time, advances statewide emergency alert standards
that all of California’s 58 counties can adopt.
Statewide emergency evacuation alert protocols
will be developed by a working group that will include
emergency responders and public safety leaders from
across the state, as well as local elected officials,
disability advocates, radio and television broadcasters,
and representatives from the telecommunication and
wireless industries.
The legislation will also advance annual training for
local emergency managers on how to best utilize alert
software and how to deploy alerts, and will develop

Read the rest of

PG&E

The Rules:

Over on Page 6

LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter
publication from any one writer to once a month.
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698,
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous
source will be published, although a request to withhold the
writer’s name will be considered.

Read the rest of

Landmark

Over on Page 6

Of course, given the escalating price of materials,
prevailing wage requirements, and today’s regulatory
environment, the cost of a new firehouse is high. The
estimate of $7,250,000 provided by our preliminary
architectural report covers the cost of construction,
relocation costs, and a contingency. No additional
expenditures are included or authorized.
To pay for this, Measure J calls for all properties within
the Little Lake Fire Protection District to be assessed $39
per unit. This works out to $78 per year for a single-family
residence, or 21 cents a day. This is for a bare-bones
building that meets the basic needs of our department,
compliant with all regulatory requirements. Please consider
the following:
• The proposed structure is metal-framed which is the
cheapest method of construction for a building of this size.
• It is single-story to eliminate the cost associated with
two-story construction and ADA elevator requirements.
• Dormitories for future firefighter staffing are sized to
meet the minimum NFPA standards.
Read the rest of

Measure J

Over on Page 6

What do
YOU think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank
you letters from our readers
Wild Willits Fest
To the Editor:
On October 20, Visit Willits will host the inaugural Wild
Willits Fest, which promises to be an event like no other!
Come to the Recreation Grove and you’ll find something
for everyone.
Are you looking to work on your fitness? Then we’ve got
an event for you. Pick the 5k, 10k, or half-marathon, and
wind through the brilliant fall colors of the Little Lake Valley.
(Kids under 10 can participate in the 5k for free!) Register
by October 1, and your name will go into a drawing to
win a $100 gift certificate from J.D. Redhouse. Go to
WildWillitsFest.com to sign up.
How about something for the kids? We’ve got you covered.
Join the Cub Scouts for boat races, enjoy face painters,
and experience the music and fun of Marjo Wilson and
Cotton Dandee in our Wild Willits Fest Kids Zone.
How about music? We’ve got live performances from Billie
Kerr, Dennis Chrisp Band of Eclectic Coyotes, and the Fat
Chance Truckin’ Band. In between sets, enjoy the stylings
of DJ Joey from Joey D Productions and be ready to dance.

On the Lawn

Emandal – ‘A Farm on a River’ – hosts annual
fundraiser for Friends of the Willits Library
Saturday’s weather was warm and easy
for the annual “Not Just Cowboy Poetry
and Apple Pie Throw Down” benefit
event for the Friends of the Willits Library
at Emandal – “A Farm on a River.” The
setting was idyllic and bucolic; the apple
pies were varied
Karen Rifkin
and tasty.
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The
featured
performer, Kristyn
Harris, was engaging and entertaining
with her rich, resonant voice with a bit
of a Texas-twang. Harris’ clever and
sophisticated homemade western lyrics
were wrapped within original guitar
accompaniment
and
awe-inspiring
yodeling.
Tam Adams, the keeper of the farm,
held the first Not Just Cowboy Poetry
event in Willits in 2005, featuring cowboy
poet Paul Zarzyski. After a few years in
town, Adams realized it would be easier
to hold it at her farm. And, she added the
Apple Pie Throw Down, an opportunity for
people to showcase their skills as bakers
and for others to enjoy the fruits of their
labor.
“One year we had 12 pies; last year we
had 47; and this year we have 19,” she
said.
The long tables were filled with pies, and
the judges – Bobbie Yokum, Chloe Bates
and John Haschak – filled their large oval
plates with a small sampling of each and
adjourned to the privacy of the dining
room where they tasted, discussed the
merits of each bite, and scored the results
to determine the best pie for each of eight
categories. (See sidebar for results.)
Tables on the porch were filled with
auction items, and in between musical
sets, the items were auctioned off to
the highest bidders, bringing in a good
amount of money to benefit the Willits
Senior Center.
Harris took to the stage and made the
cowboy music swing, singing about what

Read more of

Letters

is near and dear to her – her beloved first
horse, a wild mustang named Velvet, for
whom she wrote a waltz; how Dale Evans
made her into a cowgirl; her need for a
mule; an old ranch pick-up truck pulling
a horse trailer; how everything is better
with some cows around; when things get
rough, it’s best to imitate the horses who
know to turn their tails to the wind; and a
beautiful love song to her red Australian
cattle dog, Mitzi.
“Western music is about horses, cows
and tumbleweeds; it’s about the lifestyle,
the west, ranching, the outdoors and
animals,” Harris said.
She played some covers, too – “Red
River Valley,” “Ghost Riders in the Sky,”
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” and a
mesmerizing rendition of the somber story
song, “Wildfire.”

“She’s young, enthusiastic,
plays an incredible guitar, and
sings and yodels,” said Adams.
“She’s one of the younger
performers with a new energy
who still incorporates the old
material.”
Adams first heard Harris
perform while attending the
National Cowboy Poetry
Gathering in Elko, Nevada,
and what she saw, she liked.
“It’s music about the
outdoors,” Adams said, “and
being in touch with the land
and the animals. It resonated
for us. It’s the poetry of Robert
Service, the music of Roy
Rogers, Dale Evans and Gene
Autry. It’s like a mythology. I
wouldn’t want to be a cowboy
on the open range, but we can
make it into this beautiful thing
right here.”

Winners of the

2018 Apple Pie
Throw Down
Best Next Generation:
Maci Yokum (12 years old)
All Around Apple Pie:
Marsha Smythe
The Perfect Crust:
Kathleen Ferri-Taylor
Most Aesthetically Pleasing:
Tam and Kashaya Adams
Most Delectable Filling:
Kathy Shuster
Most Creative Endeavor:
Lynn Davis
Greatest Gluten Free:
Heidi Iverson
People’s Choice:
Carl Norton

From far left: A table laden with the 2018 Apple Pie Throw Down
entries. Emandal’s Tam Adams serves up ice cream for pie à la mode.
Staff member Tom O’Brian stands tall next to his multi-blossoming
sunflower that sprouted from a volunteer seed.
Photos by Karen Rifkin

THE HOUSE
RIO2 WITH A
SMALLFOOT
TRANSCENDENCE
CLOCK IN IT’S WALLS

Over on Page 6
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Above: Attendees at the Not Just Cowboy Poetry and Apple Pie Throw Down lounge on the Emandal

And she yodeled, beautifully – a skill lawn. Below: Rising star and award-winning western musician Kristyn Harris warms up for her first set.
beyond the ken of this mere
mortal.

Above: Maci Yokum helps her grandmother and pie judge, Bobbie
Yokum, as they determine the best of the best.

How about fresh, local food? There are lots of options. For
just $25 you can enter the Taste the Harvest pavilion which
features local caterers and chefs preparing bites for you

Over on Page 6

Above, from left: Winners of the Apple Pie Throw Down hold their commemorative rolling pins: from left,
Tam Adams, Kashaya Adams, Marsha Smythe, Kathleen Ferri-Taylor, Maci Yokum, Kathy Shuster, Lynn
Davis and Heidi Iverson. A judge’s plate is loaded with a small sampling of each pie. Carl Norton, winner
of the People’s Choice Pie Award, says it’s the first time he’s ever entered a pie contest.
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Puzzle Page

POLICE LOG

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

September 17 to September 23
HOW TO

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 297 incidents in this
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests
September 17
5:37 am: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Mendocino Avenue.
6:46 am: Officers responded to a report
of threats in the 1700 block of South Main
Street.
7:12 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping near the intersection of
Baechtel Road and South Main Street.
9:02 am: Officers responded to a report
of harassment in the 300 block of South
Main Street.
9:14 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
Hazel Street.
1:04 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Mendocino Avenue.
4:28 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
Hazel Street.
5:32 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
North Main Street.
7:49 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 200 block of
South Main Street.

September 18
ACORN
ANIMALS
APPLES
AUTUMNAL
BAKING
CASSEROLE
CHESTNUTS
CIDER
CINNAMON

COOL
CORNUCOPIA
CRANBERRIES
CRISP
DECIDUOUS
EVERGREEN
FALLING
FIREPLACE
GOURD

HARVEST
HAY
LEAVES
MAIZE
NESTING
PERSIMMON
PIE
PREPARATIONS
PUMPKINS

RAINBOW
RAKING
SCARECROW
SCURRY
SEASONAL
SEPTEMBER
SQUASH
STEWS
TREES

1:33 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Bush Street.
5:06 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
6:53 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 500 block of
South Main Street.
7:42 am: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 100 block of Franklin
Avenue.
8:01 am: VERDUZCO, Jose Manuel Jr.
(38) of Willits was contacted in the 1700
block of South Main Street. He was arrested
on felony charges pursuant to 245 PC
(Assault with a Deadly Weapon) and 22210
PC
(Possession
of a Baton or
Leaded Cane), and
on
misdemeanor
charges pursuant to
594 PC (Vandalism)
and 11364 H&S
(Possession of Drug
Paraphernalia).

Street.
3:17 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
4:51 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of
South Main Street.
5:15 pm: Officers responded to a
domestic disturbance in the 21000 block of
Baechtel Road.
5:22 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 300 block of Holly
Street.
6:06 pm: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 1200 block of Poplar
Avenue.
6:59 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.

September 20
2:57 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 1700 block of
South Main Street.
7:05 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 800 block of Hearst
Willits Road and issued a warning.
8:58 am: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious person near the intersection
of Blosser Lane and Robert Drive.
12:43 pm: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 200 block of Margie
Drive.
3:05 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
3:43 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 700 block of
South Main Street and issued a warning.
6:09 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.
6:49 pm: Officers responded to a report of
illegal camping in the 300 block of McKinley
Street and initiated a theft investigation
upon discovering stolen mail.
7:18 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping near the intersection of
West San Francisco Avenue and McKinley
Street.
7:51 pm: Officers responded to a report
of unwanted subjects in the 1700 block of
South Main Street.
10:53 pm: Officers
responded to a report of
illegal camping near the
intersection of Barbara
Lane and Railroad Avenue.

1. Relaxing places
5. Creepy crawler
11. Blacklisted artists
14. Fought for position
15. Outer layer of
the eyeball
18. Gymnopedies
composer
19. Membranes
21. Short-term memory
23. Comfort
24. Icelandic poems
28. Breezes through
29. In the general
surface area
30. Replacement worker
32. Days have 24 of
them (abbr.)
33. Bro or sis
35. Large, flightless bird
36. Future hovercraft
39. Complication
41. Core muscle
42. Electronic point
of scale
44. Language of Cameroon
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CLUES DOWN
1. The woman
2. Leaders
3. ‘Sin City’ actress
Jessica
4. A type of machine
5. Enhancing an offer
6. Detachable aircraft unit
7. Priestess of Hera
8. Tooth caregiver
9. A way to engrave
10. Count on
12. Williamson Airfield
code
13. Ancient Greek city

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

16. Range
17. Ancient Roman poet
20. Scottish tax
22. Doc
25. Bad grades
26. A great pitcher
27. Helpers
29. Former CIA
31. Guy (slang)
34. Actress Ling
36. One from the Balkans
37. Unofficially boxes
38. Mathematical ratio
(abbr.)
40. Atomic # 64
43. Broken glass
45. Equally
48. Serbian currency
50. Envisions
51. Source of the Blue Nile
53. Leo’s acting pal
54. Sour
55. What relief pitchers do
57. Ma
58. Spy organization
59. Monetary unit
61. Megabyte
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‘Falling Out of Summer’ concert
series debuts at the Rec Grove

The first concert in the Falling Out of Summer series
Thursday night at the Rec Grove featured country singers
Sam Williams and Palmer Runberg, a 2014 WHS graduate,
playing to a good turnout on a beautiful almost-fall day.
The country concert was the first of four free shows set for
Thursday nights at the park, 5 to 7 pm, organized by the City
of Willits and funded by sponsorships
from the community.
Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
Next up is Mendocino County
willitsweekly@gmail.com
Southern rock and blues band Double
Standyrd on September 27, then Sonoma County blues band
Levi Lloyd & Friends on October 4, and finally old school
funk, rock and soul from Mendocino County’s Funkacillin on
October 11.
Sam Williams played several songs by his famous grandpa,
Hank Williams, Sr., as well as originals and other country
favorites. Singer/songwriter Runberg, in addition to opening
with his own set, also jammed on guitar with Williams. The
two met up in Nashville, where they’re both based these days.
“We put this whole concert series on for under $5,000,
which I’m really proud of,” Willits City Manager Stephanie
Garrabrant-Sierra told Willits Weekly. The city wanted to fund
expenses for the shows with donations only, but weren’t sure
if they’d be able to get sponsors for this new idea.
“The first person who walked in the door was Michelle
McCoy, wife of our Willits Police Officers Association
president,” Garrabrant-Sierra said. ‘I love this,’ she said, and
‘I want to sponsor this. I want to go big.’ And we were so
grateful, because it made us realize, we can do this, we can
really do this. And the POA is supporting us too.”
“We have some amazing bands coming up, who are going
to blow your socks off,” Garrabrant-Sierra said. “It’s gonna be
really fun. And next year is going to be even better.”

At left, below:
Sam Williams,
grandson of
famed country
singer Hank
Williams, at
the mic, with
his guitarist
Tom Vrem, and
Palmer Runberg
sitting in.
Photos by
Mathew Caine

6:16
am:
Officers
responded to a disturbance
near the intersection of
South Main Street and
East Commercial Street.

7:22 pm: Officers Jose Manuel Verduzco, Jr.
9:26
am:
Officers
responded to a report
initiated a hit-and-run
of an unwanted
vehicle collision investigation in the 800
subject in the 700 block of South Main block of South Main Street.
Street.
9:56 am: Officers responded to a report
9:27 pm: Officers responded to a report of illegal dumping in the 200 block of
of arson in the 100 block of South Main Margie Drive.
Street.
10:46 am: Officers initiated a theft
9:47 pm: Officers initiated a burglary investigation in the 1100 block of Locust
investigation in the 1700 block of South Street.
Main Street.
11:32 am: Officers responded to a report
11:12 pm: Officers responded to a of a suspicious person near the intersection
disturbance in the 1700 block of South of Pine Street and Maple Street.
Main Street.
11:58 am: Officers responded to a report
11:49 pm: Officers responded to a report of trespassing in the 200 block of North
of illegal camping in the 100 block of South Main Street.
Street.
12:29 pm: Officers responded to a report
of harassment in the 100 block of Alder
September 19
8:50 am: Officers responded to a report Court.
of a suspicious person near the intersection
of Madrone Street and Poplar Avenue.

10:46 am: Officers responded to a
report of harassment in the 100 block of
Creekside Court.
11:09 am: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
South Main Street.
12:13 pm: Officers responded to a
domestic disturbance in the 1200 block of
Blosser Lane.
1:38 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of North Main
Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

At left: The Taco
Ramirez food
truck, one of
the options at
the Rec Grove
Thursday night.
The Willits
Lions Club was
also grilling up
hamburgers
and hotdogs for
hungry concertgoers.

1:31
am:
Officers
responded to a report of
illegal camping in the 400
block of East Commercial
Street and issued a
warning.

1:34 pm: Officers
responded to a report
of unwanted subjects
in the 100 block of
Bush Street.

46. Skin problem
47. Slowly drink
49. Meaty part of a chicken
52. Bangladeshi currency
56. Shout
58. National capital
60. Word derived
from a noun
62. Dances
63. A memorable garden

In the Park

September 21

8:07 am: Officers
responded to a
disturbance in the
1700 block of South
Main Street.

CLUES ACROSS

Above, from
left: Musicians
Palmer Runberg,
Sam Williams
and Tom Vrem.
Palmer Runberg
strums and
sings for the
crowd at the
Rec Grove. A
sign thanking
sponsors of the
free “Falling
Out of Summer”
concert series,
organized by the
City of Willits.

Above:
The crowd
at the Rec
Grove
Thursday
night for
the first
“Falling
Out of
Summer”
concert.
At left:
Concert
attendee
Emily
makes
friends with handsome birds
Sherlock Holmes and Tigger
Dog.

Steep roof? We’re not scared!
W.C. & G.L. insured Ca. Lic # 927007

8:06 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of Nancy
Lane.

• MEDICAL • DENTAL • BEHAVIORAL HEALTH • CARE FOR HER

11:30 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1500 block of South
Main Street.

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

September 22

WPD

Over on page 6
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45 Hazel Street, Willits

Residential & Commercial

12:52 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1600 block of
South Main Street.
Read the rest of

Helping Families Live
Healthy, Happy Lives

(707) 456-9600
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.

Serving areas of Mendocino,
Lake and Sonoma Counties
Online: www.basroofing.com
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Email: basroofing@live.com

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

littlelakehealthcenter.org

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP AND
OTHER INSURANCE.
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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1:48 am: Officers responded
to a report of illegal camping
in the 100 block of North Main
Street.
3:34 am: BISHOP, John
Wendell (53) of Gold Beach,
Oregon was contacted in the
200 block of North Main Street.
He was arrested pursuant
to 12951 (B) VC (Failure to
Present Drivers License) and
148 PC (Resisting Arrest).
3:40 am: Officers responded
to a domestic disturbance in the
400 block of McKinley Street.
9:37 am: Officers responded
to a disturbance in the 200
block of East Commercial
Street.
9:50 am: Officers responded
to a report of a suspicious
person in the 1400 South Main
Street.
12:28
pm:
Officers
responded to a report of a
sexual assault in the 800 block
of South Main Street.
12:45
pm:
Officers
responded to a report of threats
in the 100 block of Alder Court.
3:31 pm: Officers responded
to a report of threats in the 1400
block of South Main Street.
4:21 pm: Officers responded
to a report of a vegetation fire
in the 25000 block of North
Highway 101.
7:35 pm: CURTIS, Rickie
Allen (45) of Willits was
contacted in the 100 block of
North Main Street. He was
arrested pursuant to 647 (F)
PC (Public Intoxication) and
on misdemeanor charges of
disorderly conduct (alcohol).
8:44 pm: Officers initiated a
theft investigation in the 500
block of Della Avenue.

September 23
1:18 am: Officers responded
to a report of illegal camping
in the 300 block of East
Commercial Street.
10:36 am: Officers responded
to a report of vandalism in the
100 block of Franklin Avenue.
1:28 pm: Officers responded
to a report of illegal camping
near the intersection of Bonnie
Lane and Nancy Lane.
2:26 pm: Officers initiated a
missing person investigation
in the 100 block of East
Mendocino Avenue.

The rest of

PG&E

The rest of
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Landmark

said Mary Mayeda, project manager for the Mendocino
County Fire Safe Council.
“Current fuel loading also limits line of sight and
emergency vehicle passage along the main subdivision
road,” she continued. “This grant will help us reduce
hazardous fuel adjacent to roads to provide safer
evacuation of residents and access for emergency
vehicles in the case of an emergency.”
Since 2014, and including this year, PG&E will have
provided $13 million to local fire safe councils and 501(c)
(3) organizations to fund more than 200 projects in
Northern and Central California. Projects have included
fuel reduction, shaded fuel breaks, emergency access,
and wood-chipping programs.
“Years of drought, extreme heat and 129 million dead
trees are creating a ‘new normal’ in our state, and we must
continue to adapt to these challenges,” said Kevin Dasso,
PG&E vice president of Electric Asset Management. “We
appreciate our continuing partnership with local fire safe
councils to complete this important safety work. These
projects create fuel breaks to protect communities, clear
vegetation from evacuation routes, and help underserved
customers create critical defensible space to protect their
homes from fire.”
“We appreciate PG&E for being a vital partner in getting
work done on the ground to reduce vegetation along
critical access routes and engaging landowners and
residents to think more critically about fire preparedness
and fuel reduction in three separate rural communities
within Mendocino County,” added Mayeda.
This year, PG&E is providing funding to local councils
and nonprofits to complete approximately 30 projects in
24 counties. Projects must be completed by October of
this year.

Community Wildfire Safety Program

From Page 2

procedures to send alerts via multiple
communication
mediums,
including
radio, television and electronic highway
billboards.
The North Bay firestorm destroyed
over 6,000 homes, scorched more than
170,000 acres, caused billions in damage,
and resulted in the death of more than 40
residents.
“The night of October 8 changed the
lives of North Bay residents forever, when
tens of thousands of residents were caught
unaware that a massive wildland fire was
about to engulf their home or business,
The rest of

Measure J

I believe Willits has weathered storms before, and
we can weather this one. We live in one of the most
beautiful places in the world, and our people are
resourceful, creative and generous. It’s time to roll up
our sleeves and start re-investing in our future.
If elected to Willits City Council I will strive to educate
myself about each issue and make decisions that truly
move our city forward. Now is the time to think outside
of the box, to embrace the changes that have come,
and to lead the way into a new Renaissance for our
spirited community.
I ask for your vote and for your help in rebuilding a
vibrant Willits.
Visit my Facebook page: Greta Kanne for Willits City
Council, pick up a yard sign at The Book Juggler at
182 South Main Street, or email me at karperharnes@
sbcglobal.net.
– Submitted by Greta Kanne
for Willits City Council

• There are no extra additions to the
building to provide for unneeded services.
• Our bathrooms meet the minimum
ADA requirements for the public and
employees.
• The disinfecting and cleaning areas are
designed to meet recognized standards for
the health and safety of our employees.
• The addition of a “fitness” room is
provided so that we can meet NFPA 1583
standards, which require that we make
fitness training available to our fire and
rescue staff.

We have a very unique culture and
lifestyle in Willits, that can be marketed and
leveraged to the benefit of all the members
of our community. We are blessed in this
community with such a bevy of artists,
musicians and writers that one can see or
hear world-class art nearly every day of the
week, often for little or no cost.
We have one of the most active
communities in the world. Our citizens
are not afraid to help each other, stand
up for each other, or point out when
something just isn’t right, and I find that to
be one of the most admirable traits to be
found anywhere. We understand that our
community only lives through our own hard
work and sacrifice, and in order to have a
thriving local area, we must set aside space
for everyone to have a chance to flourish.
The environmental and social awareness of
our community stands head and shoulders
above most small towns, and it makes me
beam with pride every day.
Economics is the top concern I have
for this town. Finding a way to make our
local economy sustainable and viable for
future generations, while not losing sight
of our unique local flavor, will be key to
securing our future. We have a situation
that is not so unique as we transition into a
new economic reality and can take several
examples from towns like ours that have
weathered the storm of progress.
Through research, I found promising
ideas from several studies done recently at
both American and European universities.
These studies specifically target smallscale urban revitalization and many apply
to our situation, a small town seeking a
sustainable future.
While there are always drawbacks to
entering into a new commercial market,
I think that the benefits of cannabis
legalization have been shown over the last
few years to far outweigh the drawbacks.
Through
thoroughly
considered
More of

Letters

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

SB 833 was supported by the California
Professional
Firefighters,
California
Fire Chiefs Association, Rural County
Representatives of California, the League
of California Cities, and many others.

to protect. Currently this truck is housed
at our Baechtel Road station due to space
constraints.
• The building design meets the basic
needs of our fire district today with an eye
toward our needs for the future.
• And finally, there is no viable alternative.
If we don’t build a new firehouse, we will
be forced to close down the old one.
We have all seen firsthand the increased
demands that have been placed upon
our existing fire services during the last
12 months; and how well they have
responded to those demands by keeping
our communities out of harm’s way. Please
allow us to continue offering the first-class
fire protection that you rightfully expect of
us. Vote Yes on Measure J.

partnerships with industry leaders, our city
can occupy a truly unique position in this
emerging world market.
Our vacant building ordinance is a good
step towards claiming ownership of our
community; now we just need to follow up
with policies that truly encourage growth
of small local business. By streamlining
the start-up process for new businesses,
while maintaining high standards, we will
encourage local growth in this emerging
market. I think that our city is moving in the
right direction slowly, and I am willing to
do the work required to help increase the
pace.
While I say all these great things about
cannabis, please know; I understand that
it is not a magic wand that will wave away
all of our issues. It is, however, a very
powerful tool that we can use to help build
our community, if it is approached with
rationality and decisiveness. Not to be
ignored is providing access to training and
education, so that our town’s workforce can
grow with the places they work.
I’m proud to live in the area that is almost
solely responsible for the wave of rational
thought about cannabis that is sweeping
this country, and I think we all should be.
Through projects like the Main Street Plan,
as well as efforts by our city staff, we have
begun to attract businesses that will help
this town grow, but we still have a long
road ahead. By making smart, but perhaps
tough decisions about zoning, workforce
training, and city development, we can all
help Willits move towards a brighter future.
Help me make this goal a reality by
voting for Jeremy Hershman for Willits City
Council on November 6.

Howard Memorial staff

helps save local man from losing his leg
By Cici Winiger, for Adventist Health Howard
Memorial

options and promised me she will never give up,” McKenzie
said.

When he recalls his experience last month, Robert “Bob”
McKenzie, Sr. says, “I hope I never have to go through that
scary experience ever again.” That’s why he’s sharing his
story, so he can warn others to help save their lives, and
at the same time, to recognize those who helped save his
own.

As soon as she knew what the patient needed, Dr.
Sheppard worked hard to find a hospital that could
perform the surgery for McKenzie as soon as possible.
Unfortunately for McKenzie, every area hospital close to
Willits with an interventional surgeon was full that night.

A month ago, McKenzie started feeling excruciating
pains in his left leg. “It felt like someone was squeezing it
really tight.” He brushed it off and managed to deal with the
pain for almost two weeks. Although, eventually, the pain
was too much, and he could barely walk. His leg felt numb,
almost icy-cold to the touch.
His grandson, who lived with him, eventually convinced
him to go to the hospital. The emergency room at Adventist
Health Howard Memorial was packed that night, so he
decided to go home. But the unbearable pain was still
there, and he was starting to get worried.
He came back a few hours later.

“I thought to myself, there is no way I was going on that
helicopter. But then again, if these people are willing to
do everything to help me, I owe it to them to do my best.
There was one nurse who was very persistent – Anthony.
He said, ‘I am getting you on that helicopter one way or the
other.’ I’m grateful that he was more stubborn than I was,”
laughs McKenzie.
Finally at 2 am McKenzie was airlifted to an out-of-area
hospital. That morning he had surgery to put two stents on
his left leg. Four days later he was discharged and given a
clean bill of health.

The week after his surgery, he celebrated his birthday.
McKenzie thinks of it as the best birthday present ever – a
second chance at life.
“I think I came very close to losing not only my leg, but
also my life. And if it wasn’t for Dr. Sheppard and the staff
at Howard, I don’t think I would be here today,” he shares.
McKenzie says he can only imagine what life would be
like as an amputee, given how active he is. A former truck
driver, he loves being outdoors. “I love fishing, gardening
and driving, and really, my independence. I cannot imagine
not being able to do those activities. Not to mention the
burden it would be for my family to have to take care of me.
I just shudder thinking about it,” he shares.
“This could have gone really wrong for Mr. McKenzie,”
Dr. Sheppard said. “We are glad he came to us just in
time so we could actually do something for him. But I don’t
blame him, a lot of people don’t know the symptoms of
PAD, let alone know what it is.”
Though PAD is a common and
treatable disease, it is largely
unknown and its symptoms are
often unrecognized or attributed
to old age or other conditions.
Symptoms include:

He was quickly seen by Michaela
Sheppard, MD, who was the attending
physician. He said it was a blessing in
disguise from here on out.

• Open ulcer or a wound on the
bottom of the foot that does not
seem to heal.

“As soon as she looked at my leg, I
could see the concerned look on her face.
I knew it wasn’t good.” After running tests,
Dr. Sheppard told McKenzie the bad news:
He had a clogged artery, and his leg was
barely getting circulation.

• Pain in the feet or legs that is
relieved by elevation.
• Severe cramping in your calf
after exercising that goes away
immediately after stopping.

Dr. Sheppard, who’s been an emergency
physician for 28 years, says she’s seen
similar cases before. “His leg was cold to
the touch and blue in color – a sign that
the leg wasn’t getting enough blood flow.”

• Discoloration of the legs / feet.
• Numbness or coldness in legs
/ feet.

There was more bad news – something
he would never imagine hearing from his
doctor: He could lose his leg. “That’s when
I realized this is really serious. I was really
scared. I was fighting not just for my leg,
but also for my life,” he said.

If you think you may have PAD,
a simple, painless ultrasound can
test the blood flow in your legs
to determine your risk. This test
is available at Adventist Health
Howard Memorial.

Dr. Sheppard explained that McKenzie
had “intermittent claudication,” which is
a cramping leg pain due to inadequate
blood flow to the leg muscles, caused by
atherosclerosis (plaque deposits restricting
blood flow through the arteries). She
knew that McKenzie needed immediate
intervention to make sure his leg would
not need to be amputated.
“She
was
very
reassuring, Former patient Bob McKenzie, Sr. stops by Adventist Health Howard Memorial to thank the staff who helped save
compassionate, and explained everything his leg – and life. From left: Michaela Sheppard, MD, Bob McKenzie, Sr., Mikaela Santos, RN, and Lisa Joseph,
to me very clearly. She then told me my LVN.

Tiger Blue

Beautiful Noodle

Tiger Blue is a wonderful dog, who became
an instant shelter favorite. With his beautiful
brindle coat and Paul Newman-blue eyes, he
is a stunner! Tiger Blue is a 2-year-old mixedbreed dog who currently weighs 77 pounds.
During his off-leash romp and photo shoot, we
discovered that TB knows “Sit,” Shake” and
“Down.” He’s a tail-wagger, and a happy guy.
He did not seem interested in toys or tennis
balls, but he loved cuddling, interacting with
his volunteers, and getting hot dog treats!
The Ukiah Shelter is located at 298 Plant
Road in Ukiah. Adoption hours are Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 am
to 4:30 pm, and Wednesday from 10 am to
6:30 pm. To view photos and bios of some of
the other wonderful adoptable animals here,
please visit at: www.mendoanimalshelter.
com. More info about adoptions: 707-4676453.

Noodle is a teenager (still in the kitten years,
but not a year old yet) who is loving having
the run of the cattery. This sweet girl is a little
shy, but loves attention once it comes her way.
Because of Noodle’s white ears and nose,
she will have to be an indoor-only kitty, or an
indoor/outdoor kitty with limited sun exposure.
This pretty girl loves to play and would like to
meet you!
The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino
County is located at 9700 Uva Drive, Redwood
Valley. Open hours: 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday
through Friday; and 11 am to 3 pm, Saturday
and Sunday. Please give us a call at 707-4850123 if you have questions. You can view all
our adoptable dogs and cats on Petfinder or
through our website: mendohumanesociety.
com. To volunteer or help take the dogs for a
walk, please join HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am
for an orientation.

“I’m truly grateful for the
surgeons who did my procedure
and to the staff at Adventist Health
Howard Memorial, especially
Dr. Sheppard. If it wasn’t for her
persistence, I probably wouldn’t
be here today. Or if I was still
here, my quality of life would be
very different. I’m so glad we have
this great hospital with top-notch
people in our small community,”
concludes McKenzie.

I’d be happy to discuss these or any
other issues you feel are facing our town
at Brickhouse Coffee on Sundays from
noon to 2 pm, and at Mariposa Market on
Tuesdays from 5 to 7 pm.
Contact
Jeremy
Hershman
at
electjeremyhershman@gmail.com,
www.facebook.com/Jeremy-HershmanCandidate-for-Willits-City-Council, or 707513-0983.
– Submitted by Jeremy Hershman for
Willits City Council

From Page 2

to sample. You’ll be able to vote for your
favorite! Jaynene Johnson of The Zocalo
Collective has put together participants that
so far include: Mariposa Market, The Big
Chief of Laytonville, Alive Retreats, Good
Earth Kitchen, The Agrarian Collective, and
more. All guests will be offered a glass of
wine from Barra of Mendocino.
In addition, you can choose from a variety
of food vendors outside the pavilion,
including Taqueria Ramirez, Tenadam
Catering, which features Ethiopian food,
and the Willits Lions Club, serving hot
dogs, hamburgers, and smoked salmon.
Potter Valley’s Hare in the Forest will be
serving pints of their Mendocino Countybrewed beer. We’ll also feature beers from

Pg. 6

The critical importance of creating a
statewide emergency alert protocol was
again recognized when some residents in
Shasta County didn’t get adequate notice
of evacuations during the deadly Carr Fire.

From Page 2

• It provides for five apparatus bays
In addition to partnering with local fire safe councils, which include one bay for our ladder
PG&E is preparing for wildfires through its new truck so that it can be positioned in the
Community Wildfire Safety Program. The company downtown corridor that it was purchased
launched the program in March as an additional
precautionary measure intended to reduce wildfire The rest of
Hershman From Page 2
threats and strengthen communities for the future.
Through the program, PG&E is bolstering wildfire economic opportunity through both
prevention and emergency response efforts, putting in traditional and cannabis-based businesses.
place new and enhanced safety measures, and doing
I will work with council members to create
more over the long term to harden its electric system to
policies
that will increase and stabilize
help reduce wildfire risks and to keep its customers safe.
housing options throughout our community,
while understanding the precious balance
The rest of
From Page 2
that must be kept between man and nature.

Kanne

because they did not receive an emergency
alert,” Sen. McGuire said. “While there are
hundreds of harrowing stories of bravery
that night, regrettably, thousands of
residents never received a warning.”

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Anderson Valley Brewing Company and
North Coast Brewing Company.
How about local artists, vendors, and
health practitioners? Yup, we’ve got them
too!
Race registration starts at 8:30 am, with the
run/walks starting at 10. Not participating
in a run or walk? No problem! Food and
vendors will be set up by 11, so bring your
family and let’s celebrate the fall and all of
the people, places, and things that make
this community so special! See you there!
Ian Fitzpatrick, Willits
Read the rest of
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Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church
803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom

i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 707-456-9934

Grace Community
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies
Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor
459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass 9:00 a.m. English
10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066
Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School
following the service.
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714
Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month
family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

Willits United Methodist

A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com

‘The House
with a Clock
in Its Walls’

EXCLUSIVE BOOK RELEASE!

The Story: Fantasy comedy with visual
wonders, warlocks, witches and a 10-yearold boy. Young Lewis (Owen Vaccaro) moves
into the big old house of his warlock Uncle
Jonathan (Jack Black). Their next-door
neighbor (who always seems to be around)
is the friendly, taunting Florence (Cate
Blanchett).
Florence
is
a
witch.
The
big old
Dan Essman
Columnist
house is filled with noisy
clocks. There’s an overstuffed easy chair that acts like a friendly
dog. There are sinister rumors of the house’s
previous owner, the evil warlock Isaac (Kyle
MacLachlan). Bad things are foretold, and
bad things come to pass.

Healing the Family Father Wound

The male anger and rage we see in everything from domestic
violence to school shootings has its roots in trauma resulting from
growing up in families with disconnected and dysfunctional
fathers. Yet, this childhood wounding can be healed.

My 15th book, My Distant Dad: Healing the Family Father Wound
is an adventure story to find the father I lost when I was five years
old. It’s also a tale of redemption and healing for both my father
and myself. These lessons can be used to heal your father wound.

“There are some skills you must have, some ways you must be,
and some things you must learn or unlearn if you want to have
healthy, fulfilling and loving relationships. Jed covers all the
‘musts’ and then some. What a blessing. This will be recognized
as your finest work. I am honored to support it and you.” --Rev.
Iyanla Vanzant, Host of Iyanla, Fix My Life

Get the First Chapter Free @
menalive.com/my-distant-dad

Parents: This movie
is fine for children
accompanied by parents.
There are some scenes with nightmarish
dilemmas for the protagonists, and some
little ones might have scary dreams.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Senior Center Lunch

Week of October 1 through October 5
Monday: Turkey a la King
Tuesday: Meat Loaf
Wednesday: BBQ Pork Spareribs
Thursday: Chicken & Dumplings
Friday: Spaghetti with Meat Sauce
Harrah Senior Center serves lunch five days per
week from 11:45 am to 1 pm. $6.50 for those 55
and older; $8 for those under 55. Includes soup,
salad, entrée, vegetable, dessert, and drink. Salad
Bar available all year. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info:
459-6826.

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Annual
Blessing of
the Animals
October 6

Though the animal congregation
usually includes many dogs, there are
also cats who attend, and there have
been spiders, lizards, birds, frogs,
horses and goats in past years. For their
safety, all animals must be restrained in
a carrier or cage or on a leash. Children
who do not have a live animal in their
family are invited to bring a favorite
stuffed animal to be blessed.
October 4 is the traditional Feast
Day of St. Francis of Assisi, who loved
all creation because he saw it as a
sign of God’s love for all. He called the
animals – and all humans also – his
brothers and sisters. Francis’s faithful
life of poverty, service and joy has made
him one of the most beloved saints in
history.” Information: stfranciswillits@
hotmail.com
– Rev. Betsy Bruneau, St. Francis in
the Redwoods Episcopal Church
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‘Wild Willits Fest:
Explore
Our Roots’
October 20
On Saturday, October 20, Visit
Willits will host the inaugural “Wild
Willits Fest: Explore Our Roots” event.
“The event is unlike any other. It
embodies all that Northern California
is about: small town vibes with great
food, music, and activities for every
age. The event will include a 5k walk/
run, 10k and a half-marathon race,
live music, local food vendors, food
competition featuring local chefs and
caterers, kids’ activity zone, artisan
market, wellness vendors, and events
happening around Willits all weekend.
The event kicks off in the morning
from Recreation Grove with the course
winding through the Valley. Runners
and walkers can expect Mother
Nature to show off her brilliant fall
colors. Along the route, markers will
point out various points of interests
and unique activities.” Information
and registration: WildWillitsFest.com,
Facebook and Instagram.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

UPCOMING
June 17 E-book launch on Amazon
Aug 4
Class begins, How to Love an Angry Man:
For Women and Men Who Care
Sept 17 My Distant Dad, Hardcover, soft cover,
Playbook, and Audio book, launch
Sept 27 Live event: "Fathering, Father Loss, and
Healing," Willits Public Library
Oct 6
Celebrate Jed’s 50 years working to help men and
the women who love them. - Willits Center for the
Arts
Oct 11 Book party and celebration, Paul Mahder
Gallery, Healdsburg, California

For More Information: Jed@MenAlive.com 707 354 0758

My Thoughts: A good
story. The showing I
attended was filled with
families with children.
Everyone seemed happy
enough with the flick.
There were laughs, a
few jump scares, but no
real terror. Young Lewis
grows as a person, shows
courage, and through his
actions the good guys
win. Also, though Lewis
has his own sadness and
loss, he shows caring for
others. I think it’s a pretty
good movie for kids.

On Saturday, October 6,
at 11 am, all animals large
and small are invited to
come to the garden at the St. Francis
in the Redwood Episcopal Church, at
the corner of Main and Commercial
streets (the garden and parking lot are
just north of the church). There will be a
brief service of prayer and thanksgiving
for our animal friends, and each animal
will receive a blessing. All animals and
their humans are welcome.

What’s Happening Around Town

ERRP Field Trip
to the Redwoods:
Willits Farmers Market: At the City Parking Lot, just Eel River Recovery
north of Main Street Music, Thursday, September 27, 3 Project teams up
to 6 pm. Summer veggies, including heirloom tomatoes, with the Institute for
fresh salad greens, local meats, sausage and eggs, Sustainable Forestry (a project of the Tree Foundation)
local grains, fresh fish from Fort Bragg, strawberries for a free day-long field trip to visit a demonstration
from Redwood Valley, and savory and sweet baked sustainable forest, at the Redwood Forest Foundation’s
goods, including handcrafted bread. More: gift items, Usal Redwood Forest. Saturday, September 29; meet at
dog treats, flowers, jams and jellies and
9 am at the Willits Environmental Hub,
savory preserves, olive oil and balsamic
630 Main Street to carpool. Info: Robin
vinegar, fair trade chocolates, Willits459-0155 or RFFI or ERRP websites.
roasted iced coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts,
My Distant Dad
Shanachie Pub: Gypsy Thorns: “This
knitted goods and jewelry, live music, the
local duo features Danielle ‘Feather’
new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
and JoeTucky playing folk mixed with
Book Launch Party and Talk with Jed
Southern blues rock with a good dash of
Diamond: Local author Jed Diamond
Appalachian Soul.” Visit facebook.com/
hosts a talk and book launch party for
GypsyThorns-1501412736828198/.
his latest book, “My Distant Dad: Healing
Saturday, September 29, 9 pm. 50B
the Family Father Wound,” on Thursday,
South Main Street.
September 27, at 6 pm at the Willits
Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
Sunday, September 30
“I’ll share my experiences and clinical
“Paint the Town” Work Party: Help
research over the last 40 years about the
paint the k-rails at the site of the old
impact the father wound has on our lives
Willits
Cafe,
Main
and Commercial streets, as part of an
growing up and on our relationships as adults.”
effort to beautify the downtown Willits area. Sponsored
Willits High School Lady Wolverines by WELL (Willits Economic Localization). Sunday,
Volleyball: Willits vs. Cloverdale: JV 5 pm, September 30, 11 am, to paint the final designs. For info
Varsity 6 pm. Willits High School Gym, 299 and to get involved, contact Paul at 4paulj@gmail.com
North Main Street. (JV Coach Julie Goyke, or Madge at mstrong@willitsonline.com or 459-1493. To
Varsity Coach Jon Jessup).
contribute to expenses, send tax-deductible donations
to WELL, P.O. Box 42, Willits 95490 with “Paint the
Friday, September 28
Town” in the memo line.
The Hog Farm and Friends in Open
Celebration: The Hog Farm in Laytonville Tuesday, October 2
invites extended family and friends to this Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All 2D movies
“Hog Farm in Open Celebration” event that are in their second week are $5 on Tuesdays at the
and rent party at their home on the Black Noyo Theatre for all ages, all showings. This week’s
Oak Ranch. Great music, games, bingo for Tightwad movies, “House with a Clock in its Walls” and
prizes, excursions, costumes, Hog Farm “Peppermint.” For showtimes: www.noyotheatre.com.
Film Festival. Delicious meals provided,
57 East Commercial Street. 459daily cocktail hours, beer
6696.
and wine. Friday, September
Twining Time: Join Twining Time
28, 2 pm to 1 am; Saturday,
– John Wagenet and Anita Blu
September 29, 8 am to 1
– on the first Tuesday of every
am; Sunday, September 30,
month. October 2, 12:30 to 3 pm at
8:30 am to 2 pm. Info: www.
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main
blackoakranch.com/hog-farm-celebration.
Street. “Folk/Country/Americana
Tickets at Eventbrite: weekend adult
Roots, plus new and old favorites
$150, weekend youth $75, Saturday only
as well as original music. Come
adult $75.
hear our new arrangement of
Willits
High
School
Football
‘Sunny’ by Bobby Hebb with a
Homecoming: Willits vs. St. Helena:
little bit of jazz scatting.” Info: 459JV 5:30 pm, Varsity 7 pm. Willits High
1598. Visit https://twiningtime.
School’s Maize Field, 299 North Main
weebly.com, “Twining Time” on
Street. (JV Coach Josh Husarek, Varsity
Facebook, or www.reverbnation.
Coach Chris Bickford)
com/johnwagenet.
Revelation’s Path to Hope: Finding Peace in a World Willits High School Lady Wolverines Volleyball:
of Chaos: “Learn stunning truths of peace and love from Willits vs. Middletown: JV 5 pm, Varsity 6 pm. Willits
the Bible that will give you assurance for these troubling High School Gym, 299 North Main Street. (JV Coach
times.” Series topics include: The Antichrist & 666, Julie Goyke, Varsity Coach Jon Jessup)
The Mark of the Beast, The Seal of God, Revelation’s
Lake of Fire, The USA in Prophecy, Armageddon, Willits High School Soccer: Willits vs. Middletown:
more. Children’s program (ages 4 to 10). Speaker: Girls 5:30 pm, Boys 4:00 pm. Willits High School Soccer
Daniel Hudgens. The free 10-part series begins Friday, Field, 299 North Main Street. (Boys Coach Martin
September 28 at the Willits Seventh-Day Adventist Rodriguez, Girls Coach Tatiana Cantrell)
Church Auditorium, 399 West Mendocino Avenue. “Feel Better Than Ever”: The next Avenues to
Continues through October 13. Register in advance at Wellness talk features Shannon Morris, MS, PT and
nutrition scientist, Tuesday,
www.ProphecySeminars.com. Info: www.
October 2, 5:30 to 6:30 pm at
willitssda.com
Willits Center for the Arts, 71
Shanachie Pub: Sharkmouth: “They’ve
East Commercial Street. Free,
been compared to the Cramps, Marc
donations appreciated. “Learn
Ribot, Devo and Kendrick to name a few jhow to change your life so that
new material in the works and a mean new
you can be happy, fit and free
outlook on the apocalypse.” Visit facebook.
of chronic disease.” Avenues
com/mouthshark. Saturday, September
to Wellness, a program of the
28, 9 pm. 50B South Main Street.
Frank R. Howard Foundation,
hosts a speaker presentation
Saturday, September 29
the first Tuesday of the
The Hog Farm and Friends in Open
month at the Art Center. Info:
Celebration: See Friday, September 28
avenuestowellness.org
or
listing for details.
Sharkmouth
456-9676.
“Art in the Plaza”: Saturday, September 29, 9 am to
4 pm. Come see local artists and artisans – free – in Wednesday, October 3
the congenial plaza behind Cafe 77. Originally planned North County Women in Business: Carissa
through September, Art in the Plaza will keep going into Diskin, the social media manager for Tango
October – “as long as the weather holds.” Art in the in Willits, gives a tech talk about the social
Plaza will also be open during the October 19 Harvest media network of Instagram, as this month’s
Moon Celebration in downtown Willits. Info: www. guest at the North County Women in Business
artintheplaza.com. Umbrellas are permanent on site to meeting. “Instagram can not only help bring
provide shade and backdrop. Spaces are available for attention to your business, it can grow your
artists to sell their handmade goods. Info: Morgan Rex follower base and you can reach more
at 841-0913 or see the application online.
Carissa Diskin

Thursday, September 27

AT THE MOVIES

people with your important message.” Wednesday,
October 3, 8:15 to 9:30 am. Willits Center for the Arts,
71 East Commercial Street. Free for Willits Chamber
of Commerce members and first-time visitors; $5 for
others. “Come enjoy coffee (Willits’ SheWolf Coffee),
networking and a light breakfast.”

Thursday, October 4
“The Cannabis Hour”: Host Jane Futcher’s guests are
“Renowned cannabis cultivator Ed Rosenthal and his
co-author Greg Zeman, who will offer tips and insights
from their new book, ‘Beyond Buds, Next Generation:
Marijuana Concentrates and Cannabis Infusions.’” New
time: 11 am, Thursday, October 4, on KZYX Radio, 91.5
FM. Find the archived show at http://jukebox.kzyx.org/.
Willits Farmers Market: At the City Parking Lot, just
north of Main Street Music, Thursday, October 4, 3 to
6 pm. Summer veggies, including heirloom tomatoes,
fresh salad greens, local meats, sausage and eggs,
local grains, fresh fish from Fort Bragg, strawberries from
Redwood Valley, and savory and sweet baked goods,
including handcrafted bread. More: gift items, dog
treats, flowers, jams and jellies and savory preserves,
olive oil and balsamic vinegar, fair trade chocolates,
Willits-roasted iced coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, knitted
goods and jewelry, live music, the new edition of Willits
Weekly, and more.
Music in the Park in Willits: The “Falling Out of
Summer” free concert series, presented by the City
of Willits, is set for every Thursday from 5 to 7 pm, in
the Rec Grove through October 11. Double Standyrd
(Southern rock and blues) plays September 27; Levi
Lloyd and Friends (blues from Sonoma County), plays
October 4; and Funkacillin plays October 11. “This is
Willits’ first Music in the Park series. Bring your own
chairs, sweaters and blankets!” Hamburgers and hot
dogs served by the Willits Lions Club, plus the Taco
Ramirez Mexican Food Truck.
Empowerment Event Open Studio: Speaker Series:
Cultivate Wellness Studio. EFT or Tapping. Repeat Intro
and Practice. Thursday, October 4, 6 to 7:30 pm. Little
Lake Grange, room #4. RSVP Michelle 707-972-1601,
Claudia 707-354-3111. Free.
Community Firehouse Forum: Little Lake Fire
Protection District is hosting a firehouse forum,
Saturday, October 4. Voters are invited to
come get their questions answered:
Consultant Lorie Adams, of the
Adams Ashby Group, will
be available to answer
questions about the
USDA loan which
Measure J will help
pay back, and project
architect
Dennis
Dong, of Calpo Hom
and Dong Architects,
out of Sacramento, can
answer questions about
the firehouse design.
Starts at 5:30 pm, at
the firehouse, 74 East
Commercial Street: Info:
459-6271 or the “Yes on
Measure J 2018” page on
Facebook.
Willits Candidates Forum: Candidates for Third
District supervisor (John Haschak and John Pinches)
and candidates for Willits City Council (Jeremy
Hershman, Greta Kanne and Larry Stranske) will be
featured. Thursday, October 4, from 6:30 to 9 pm, at
Willits City Hall. Sponsored by American Association
of University Women, Willits Environmental Center,
Mendocino Women’s Political Coalition, Willits
Economic Localization. Info: Judi at 459-4444 or Ellen
at 459-2643. The forum will be recorded by independent
producers Al Rosen and Andy Wright, and put on line
for viewing at the Willits Community TV channel on
YouTube:
www.youtube.com/user/
WillitsCommunityTV.
North Street Collective Open House:
Monthly public events at the North
Street Collective, 350 North Street, to
show off the work of the collective’s
current artist residents. “Savor the
delicious culinary concoctions by
super-talented chef, Ashleigh Nahreini.”
Thursday, October 4, 6:30 to 8:30 pm.
Info: info@northstreetcollective.org,

14th Annual Humboldt
Hills Hoedown

New Book Festival

October 6

The New Book Festival: The Round
Valley Public Library, 23925 Howard
St, Covelo. Saturday, October 6, 1 to
4 pm. Visit the Round Valley Public
Library’s New Book Festival for the
opportunity to check out copies of
brand new library books. The Festival
will feature books for all ages including
chapter books and graphic novels for
kids, bestsellers, audiobooks and
more. Along with the hottest titles at
the New Book Festival, the library will
have kids music by Cotton Dandee,
crafts, snacks and fun giveaways. A
fabulous book bag will be available for
every library patron who checks out
material with their card. Don’t have a
card? Just bring in your ID and fill out
an application to receive a card so that
you can enjoy all that the library has
to offer.

The Hoedown is celebrating its
14th year of bluegrass at the Mateel
Community Center, 59 Rusk Lane,
Redway. Saturday, October 6. This
year’s lineup includes bluegrass,
country, folk and beyond from Hell
Bound Glory, No Good Redwood
Ramblers, The Pine Needles,
April Moore and Ranch Party, Way
Out West & The Ballad of James
Lawless. It will also feature a lively
kid corral, delicious food including
BBQ, beer & wine, down-home
country games like the Cake Walk,
and a whole lotta country fun. Doors
open at 2 pm; music continues
until 11 pm. $20 advance (at www.
mateel.org only), $25 at gate. All
ages welcome, kids 12 and under
free. Info: 707-923-3368.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

415-370-0552, www.northstreetcollective.org.

Friday, October 5
Willits Chamber of Commerce Mixer: This month’s
Chamber mixer will be hosted by the North County
Friends of Mendocino College at the college’s North
County Center in Willits. Music, appetizers, and adult
beverages. “A great opportunity to come and check out
all the wonderful new things happening at Mendocino
College and have the opportunity to be a part of what
they’re doing.” Free. Mendocino College Willits Campus,
372 East Commercial Street. Friday, October 5, 5:30 to
7 pm.
“Revival at Possum Kingdom Community Church”:
This hilarious and unpredictable country comedy by
Texas playwright Linda LaRoque opens Friday, October
5 at the Willits Community Theatre. The play features
two down-on-their-luck conmen who try conning the Lord
in his own house with much-unexpected consequences.
Runs through October 21. Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm
for $20; Sunday matinees on October 14 and October
21 at 2 pm for $15; and Thursdays at 7 pm for $15. A
special benefit performance sponsored by the Emandal
Chorale is set for Thursday, October 11. Tickets for the
benefit are $20 and available by calling Tamara Adams
at 459-9252. Advance tickets for
all regular shows are available at
Mazahar, 38 South Main Street;
online at brownpapertickets.com;
or by phone 24/7 at 1-800-8383006. Tickets available at the door
until sold out. The WCT playhouse
is located at 37 West Van Lane
(behind Shanachie Pub).
Boomer’s Friday Night Karaoke:
1st, 3rd & 5th Fridays of every
month, including Friday, October 5,
Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 Highway
101, Laytonville. 9 pm to 1 am. No cover. 21+ Please
bring I.D. Hosted by DJ-Ken Steely Entertainment with
KJ/DJ-Ken Steely & Anna. “Scaryoke” Friday, November
2: Come in costume. “Ginormous music library with new
songs added weekly! Come for dinner, stay for the fun!
Prime rib & clam chowder served Friday nights until 9
pm.

Saturday, October 6
Color Me Green 5K Walk/Run: A learning
opportunity for improving health through
a fun event. Hosted by Long
Valley 4-H. Participants will run 5
kilometers and will be showered with
green dye as they pass. Harwood
Hall/Healthy Start, 44400 Willis
Avenue, Laytonville. Saturday,
October 6. Registration 8 am, Race
9 am. Cost to register $15, $20, $25,
$30, $35 $40 depending on date. To
pre-register:
http://ucanr.edu/survey/
survey.cfm?surveynumber=23868.
Info: Andrea Firks, adluna1@gmail.
com or 707-354-1531 or Tannis Boyd
at tlboyd@ucanr.edu or 707 463-4495.
Annual Blessing of the Animals: St.
Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal Church
will host the annual blessing, Saturday, October 6, at
11 am. All animals large and small are invited to come
to the garden at the church, at the corner of Main and
Commercial Streets. The garden and parking lot are
just north of the church. There will be a brief service
of prayer and thanksgiving for our animal friends, and
each animal will receive a blessing. All animals and their
humans are welcome.
The New Book Festival: The Round Valley Public
Library, 23925 Howard Street, Covelo. Saturday,
October 6, 1 to 4 pm. An opportunity to check out copies
of brand-new library books. Books for all ages including
chapter books and graphic novels for kids, bestsellers,
audiobooks and more. Kids music by Marjo Wilson
& Cotton Dandee,
crafts, snacks and
fun giveaways. A
fabulous book bag will
be available for every
library patron who
checks out material
with their card.
Battle of the Bands:
KLLG 97.9 FM’s

October 6
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Women in Business
Talk
October 3

American Legion Wants You!
American Legion Post 174 is looking for new young recruits for their
service organization. “You served your country, now help serve our veterans
and community.” Meetings every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the Legion
Hall, 189 North Main Street. Roger Ham, Post Adjutant 456-9858 or Bob
Ireland, Post Commander 707-272-1997 for more information.
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two-year anniversary festival fundraiser is set
for Saturday October 6, 3 to 11 pm, Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street. Raffles, beer, food.
All ages welcome, kids zone. Bands: 3:30 pm:
R4id, 4:30 pm: Scythe, 5:30 pm: Easy Street,
6:30 pm: Dennis Chrisp and the Eclectic Coyotes; 7:30
pm: Schindig, 8:30 pm: Pick ‘n Pull, 9:30 pm: Taste
Like Chicken. DJ Cosmo and DJ Papa Joe. Prize
announcements at 10:20 pm.
Covelo Third District Supervisor Forum: candidates
for Third District supervisor John Pinches and John
Haschak are featured at this forum, Saturday, October
6, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm, at Round Valley Library
Community Room. Sponsored by KYBU Round Valley
Community Radio, Willits Environmental Center.
WCA October Exhibit: Willits Center for the Arts
hosts opening night for the October exhibit, featuring
“About Face,” works by Jazzminh Moore, and “Natural
Splendor,” featuring works by Bonnie Belt. Saturday,
October 6, 6 pm (members preview), 7 pm (open to the
public). WCA is located at 71 East Commercial Street.
Gallery hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 11 am to 5
pm. Info: https://www.willitscenterforthearts.org/ or 4591726.
“Art from Ashes”: Opening reception for this exhibit
at the Mendocino County Museum is set for Saturday,
October 6, 6 to 9 pm. “This exhibit is in partnership
with the Out of the Ashes Community Project and is in
recognition of the anniversary of the 2017 fire, featuring
local artists.” With the Mystic
Sol drummers, and the Poi
Twirlers. The Mendocino County
Museum is open 10 am to 4:30
pm, Wednesday through Sunday.
Info: www.mendocinocounty.org/
government/museum or 4592736. 400 East Commercial
Street. Free museum admission
with your Mendocino County
Library card!
“Revival at Possum Kingdom
Community Church”: Saturday,
October 6, 8 pm at the Willits Community Theatre. See
Friday, October 5 listing for details.

Sunday, October 7
Potluck for Dave and Jenny Watts: Dave and Jenny
Watts, former owners of Sanhedrin Nursery, are moving
out of the county, and we are celebrating all they have
done for Willits over the past many years with a potluck
lunch and money tree on Sunday, October 7 at Willits
United Methodist Church, 286 School Street, at 12:15
pm. All are welcome.

Eel River Recovery Project 50th
Anniversary Celebrations and Floats
October 20
The Eel River Recovery Project
(ERRP) is teaming up with the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
the U.S. Forest Service, and California
Wilderness Coalition to celebrate 50
years of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.
The celebration includes events, hikes,
and floats in the Eel River basin. Hikes
in Wild and Scenic River basins will
take place in September and October.
Call ERRP Wilderness Coordinator
Phill Hosking for more information at
707-354-0631. Wild and Scenic river
floats will happen as flows permit in the
lower Eel River and lower South Fork
in late October or early November.
These floats are being organized by
Eric Stockwell (707-845-0400) and
participants must have their own boats
and safety gear. Events include a Wild
and Scenic Rivers Night & BBQ at the
Willits Hub on the evening of Friday,
October 5. On October 20, the Salmon Awareness
Festival in Covelo with have a Wild and Scenic and
Wilderness theme.

This month’s North County
Women in Business meeting features guest presenter Carissa Diskin, the social media
manager for Tango in Willits, talking about Instagram. “Instagram can not only help bring
attention to your business, it can grow your follower base, and you can reach more people
with your important message. We will find out: Why Instagram is becoming more and more
important. Who uses Instagram? Tips on building a business profile and knowing who
is looking at it. How to use other easy tools to make your business Instagram account a
success.” Wednesday, October 3 from 8:15 to 9:30 am, at Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East
Commercial Street. Free for Willits Chamber of Commerce members and first-time visitors;
$5 for others. “Come enjoy coffee (Willits’ SheWolf Coffee), networking and a light breakfast.”

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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At right: Ahead of the pack, Logan Simms
powers up the hill to the finish line at
Cache Creek on September 19, in Willits’
first league meet this year.

LEGAL
NOTICES

OBITUARY |

Gary Parsons, Sr.

Below: The WHS cross country team
huddles up for a cheer before a race at
the Viking Invitational in Santa Rosa.

Gary Dwan Parsons Sr., 73, of Dos Rios (formerly of
Covelo and Willits), passed away at his home in Dos Rios
with his wife, Carol Thomas Parsons by his side. He was
born July 8, 1945 to Archie Lee Parsons and Nellie Luvenia
Dyer, in Napa, California.
Gary and Carol were married in Reno, Nevada on
November 2, 2013.
Gary was a farmer for 30 years. He volunteered for 14
years for Arbuckle Little League and Westside Little League.
Gary was awarded “Volunteer of the Year in 1989,” awarded
by Little League.
Gary enjoyed spending time with his wife, family and
friends. He also enjoyed working around his yard, collecting
knives and fossils, doing carpentry and woodworking, and
playing golf on the Wii, especially with his friends. Gary
found a friend in everyone he met.
Gary is preceded in death by his son, Joseph Parsons;
wife, Susan (Sweet) Parsons; wife, Lois (Kline) Parsons;
parents, Luvenia (Dyer) Eld, Theodore Eld, and Archie
Parsons; brothers: Robert Vance, Elvie Vance and Raymond
Vance; and sister, Christine “Vance” Hoaglin.
Gary is survived by his wife, Carol Thomas Parsons of
Dos Rios; sons: Gary D. (Shelly) Parsons, Jr. of Willits,
Adam (So Young) Parsons of Daejeon, Korea; daughters:
Patricia (Robert) Nelson of Covelo, Regina L. Parsons
(John Venuti) of San Mateo, Angela (John) Stafford of
Woodland; stepchildren: Frankie Oneto, Gary (Tina) Oneto
of Redding, Shalice Thomas (Dan Allen) of Redding; brother,
Troy (Alona) Vance of Arbuckle, California, and numerous
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
A memorial service will be held on October 13, 2018 at 12
noon at the American Legion Hall in Covelo, with a potluck
to follow.
The family requests that those wishing to may make a
donation in Gary’s name to Arbuckle Little League or the
American Heart Association.
Arrangements under the care and direction of AnkerLucier Mortuary.

Below, right: Members of the WHS cross
country team, from left, Logan Simms,
boys’ team captain Teo Labus, Paul
Keough, and Michael Kale are suited up
and ready to compete.

WHS
cross
country
team

wins first meet of
2018 league season

Willits High School cross
country opened their 2018 league
season against Lower Lake at
Cache Creek Winery on September
19. In a narrow win over Lower Lake
(27 to 28), Willits top two varsity boys,
newcomer Logan Simms (19:22
minutes) and team captain Teo Labus (21:37
minutes), both finished over a minute before
the first Lower Lake runner, Josh Bratton (23:14).
A closely spaced pack of Lower Lake boys followed, splitting the Willits team, but
Willits prevailed.
Four Willits varsity girls braved the heat to compete as individuals, led by their
captain, Brieana Evans. The Willits girls team needs one more member to score in
league meets.
The next WHS cross country meet at home is set for Wednesday, October 17 at
3:30 pm against Middletown, at the Par Course in Brooktrails.

Marc Komer

– Submitted by Coach Liz Roripaugh

WW186

Fictitious Business Name
Statement

2018-F0552
The following person is doing
business as Good Dog Daycare &
Social Club, 56 South Main Street,
Willits, CA 95490: Christopher Todd
Zeigler, 29400 Pinecrest Road,
Willits, CA 95490.
This business is conducted by an
individual.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on N/A.
Statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk on
September 6, 2018.
/s/ Christopher Todd Zeigler
Pub dates: 09/20, 09/27, 10/04,
10/11/2018

Willits
Weekly
can run
your legal
notices.
Email us for
more info:
Willits
Weekly@
gmail
.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Amazing!!
Beef Special
John Ford Rancher’s
Choice Box: 50 pounds
of steaks, roasts and
ground beef. $300 ($6/
pound), amazing deal!
Natural
ranch-raised
grass fed beef, no
hormones or antibiotics.
Call now: 459-5193.

Help Wanted
Back Yard Sale
Back Yard Garage Sale
at 101 Mill Creek Drive.
Saturday, September 29
from 9 am to 4 pm.

Computer Help
Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business.
PC, Macintosh, Android
and
IOS
devices.
Repairs, configuration
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.
com.

Event Spaces
Available

707-459-2426 (H)

Legal Document Assistant

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,
Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

707-354-0520 (C)

Event spaces available
at the Willits Center for
the Arts! • Great Room
• Classroom • Ceramic
Studio For inquiries,
email
manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 4591726. For additional
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

Firewood For Sale

www.mendolegaldocs.com

459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

Half-cords: You Pick Up
or Delivered. Fir: $80
(you pick up); $100 in
Willits (delivered). Fir
and madrone mix: $120
(you pick up), $150
(delivered).
707-9727213.

For Rent
Lovely 2-1/2 bedroom,
1 bath House in town
w/ large fenced yard.
$1,100 /month. No pets
/no smoking. Call: 707459-0373.

Mendocino College

Garage Sale
Saturday, September 29,
8:30 to 2. iMac/Macbook
computers; Cisco router;
Wilson catcher’s mitt;
ceramic flute, EcoFan
for wood stoves; snow
globes; much more!
270 Haehl Creek Court,
behind Howard Hospital.

Current Job Openings:

Garage Sale
Saturday, October 6
and Sunday, October
7, from 10 am to 4 pm.
138 Mill Creek Drive,
Willits. Clothing, tools,
office furniture, pictures,
frames, rocking chair and
more.

Code Enforcement Officer I
Custodian
Deputy Public Defender I/II/III/IV
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Eligibility Specialist I/II/III
Environmental Health Specialist I/II
- Fort Bragg
Equipment Superintendent
Legal Secretary II
Senior Public Health Nurse
Social Worker IV-A/B/C/D
Social Worker Supervisor I
Social Worker Supervisor II-A/B/C

Late Start - Fall 2018
Fire Science Classes

Fire Science
Times TBA
$25.00 materials fee

Staff

*For special enrollment instructions and materials needed, call or stop by the North County Center
(Willits), 707.459.6224; the Admissions Office in Ukiah, 707.468.3101, or e-mail Theresa Gowan:
tgowan@mendocino.edu. Mandatory orientation meeting on September 28, 9am at the Cal Fire
Station in Weott, 370 Newton Rd.
Class meets Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays hours TBA. Thanksgiving week: class does not meet
Friday,11/23. Class will meet Saturday and Sunday, 11/24 and 11/25.

Giant Gym Yard
Sale
Giant Gym Yard Sale
two days: Deep Valley
Christian School, 8555
Uva Drive, Redwood
Valley (across from
the Broiler). Saturday,
October 6 (8 am to 4 pm)
and Sunday, October 7
(noon to 4 pm).

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

FSC-70 Company Officer 2B
1.5 units
meets S Su
location: LLFP-TRAINING**

8:00-12:50pm
Magann
duration: (10/13/18 to 10/27/18)

FSC-71 Company Officer 2C
2.5 units
meets S Su
location: LLFP-TRAINING**

8:00- 4:30pm
Magann
duration: (11/03/18 to 11/17/18)

Shuster’s Transportation,
Inc seeks Class A Drivers
for Full-Time Chip Truck
position. Benefit package
includes medical, dental,
and holiday pay. Min 1
year experience and current DMV report required:
707-459-4131.

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & Hospice is looking to fill the
following positions: RN,
PT- OT- ST & HHA F/T,
P/T & Per Diem available. Call H/R Trudy at
707-456-3230 or apply
online at adventisthealth.
org.

Housing Wanted
Single woman, w/2 tiny
dogs, seeking housing,
as landlord is selling
longtime rental. Excellent
references. Please call
459-6924; all messages
returned.

Office Space
for Rent
1 large space 3400’.
Several small offices
100’ & 270’. Call Megan
972-8776 or Margie 4596874.

Rob-n-Hoe
Backhoe Service
Non-contractor – 45
years experience. Fire
clearing, lot cleaning,
road
work,
septic
system repair, trenching,
footings, etc. Small jobs
OK, great rates. Call
Rob Decker at 707-3543920

Room for Rent

NORTH COUNTY CENTER

FSC-68* Wildland Firefighting
7.5 units
meets F S Su
location: CAFS-CALFIRE
duration: (10/12/18 to 12/14/18)

Help Wanted
Professional Dog Groomer Wanted. 2 years’
experience; full time;
able to work alone; has
tools; friendly and calm
attitude; all sizes and
breeds. Please call 707972-7911.

Heartfelt
Counseling
Divora Stern LCSW, Energy Psychology, (707)
354-9911. Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, EFT,
Alternative
Modalities
Available Somatic/TRE,
Art As Therapy. Seeking
Help As A Strength. 716
S. Main Willits. Partnership & Medicare Accepted

Room for rent, in city.
$500/month including
utilities. No pets. Plus
$100 deposit. Available
now. 459-0547.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent
Space for RV’s and
Trailers
$425
per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
Safeway in Willits. Call
Tony (707) 354-1848.
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS
Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog
707-367-6182, Willits

Traveling Notary
Public
Traveling Notary Public:
Tabitha Sue Atkinson – “I
come to you” – Personal
Assistant; Driver, Office
Work, Blog Writer,
Organizer. Needlework
Tutor; Knitting and
Crochet. 707-972-4211

$10 for 30
words for
2 weeks!

** Little Lake Fire Protection - 1575 Bechtel Rd, Willits

Willits Weekly –
the locally owned
newspaper!

Mendocino College • North County Center
372 E. Commercial St., Willits CA 95490
707.459.6224 • www.mendocino.edu
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At left: Willits Rotarian Brad Walton, with his bike and official
Pedal 4 Polio cycling shirt, outside his West Mendocino Street
office.

The rest of

Below: The back of Walton’s distinctive and colorful Pedal 4 Polio
shirt.

Rent stabilization

Photos by Jennifer Poole

Letters

To the Editor:
I almost choked on my lunch
when I read Larry Stranske’s
campaign statement in
the September 20 Willits
Weekly: “to work toward
middle and low-income
housing.” Nothing could be
further from the truth. On
December 13, 2017 at the
Willits City Council meeting
when rent stabilization
for mobile home parks in
Willits was addressed, he
said “government shouldn’t
get involved” (despite the
fact that over 100 cities in
California have passed rent
stabilization for their lowincome persons in mobile
home parks … including
Ukiah).

Pedal 4 Polio veteran seeks sponsors for third fundraising ride
Willits Rotarian Brad Walton is getting ready for his third
“Pedal 4 Polio” bicycling adventure. Walton will be joining
a group of cyclists from Northern California District 5130
Rotary Clubs who will leave Fort
Jennifer Poole
Bragg on October 2, and arrive in
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com
Clear Lake five days later, after
riding a total of 311 miles, or about
62 miles a day. The riders will be staying the night at the
homes of fellow Rotarians along the route.
“I’m not a serious bike rider really,” Walton said, although

he and two other Rotarians did a Pedal 4 Polio ride all
across the country in 2015. “I have to start training four to
six weeks ahead of time to get back into shape.”
Pedal 4 Polio aims to raise funds for Rotary International’s
longtime goal of eradicating polio around the globe by
attracting sponsors for the riders. Walton hopes to raise
$1,000 with his 2018 ride.

When Rotary took on the fight against polio in 1985,
1,000 children per day contracted the virus. Since then,
Rotary International has contributed more than $1.7 billion
and countless volunteer hours to immunize more than 2.5
billion children in 122 countries. The result? A 99.9 percent
reduction in polio cases, with only 37 confirmed cases
worldwide.

Walton said he remembered watching a TV show when
he was a kid showing polio victims in the iron lung. “That
really had an impact on me,” he said.

To sponsor Walton’s 2018’s Pedal 4 Polio ride, you can
call him at the office at 459-9082, stop by, or mail a check to
Brad Walton, CPA, 40 West Mendocino, Willits CA 95490.

‘Why We Support
Measure J’
Brooktrails Fire Chief Daryl Schoeppner

This “Why We Support Measure J” feature
is the first in a series of quick interviews by
Willits Weekly reporter Alyson Bailey, featuring
area residents talking about why they are
supporting Measure J.
I support the Little Lake Fire Department’s
Measure J for a new firehouse. The
Brooktrails Fire Department and the Little
Lake Fire Department have not only a great
working relationship, but an “automatic aid
agreement.” This agreement simply states,
if they need help – we help them, if we need
help – they help us. If this fire station is not
built, it will not only delay the response times
to emergencies in the north end of the city,
but will also delay response times under our
automatic aid agreement.
After spending over 40 years in the fire
service, I have seen a lot of changes to
requirements (authority-mandated regulations)
for safety and fitness of firefighters. Keep in
mind these requirements are not suggestions.
The facts are simple, we have a
responsibility (not just legally, but morally) to
provide a safe and healthy work environment

Brooktrails Fire Chief and arson K9 handler, Daryl Schoeppner

®

COBURN’S

CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490

707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• IFC Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

S E R V I C E S ,

Please support your firefighters; they need
your help and vote on Measure J.
– Brooktrails Fire Chief Daryl Schoeppner
Editor’s Note: Willits Weekly is endorsing
Measure J, the measure on the November 6,
2018 ballot which would raise funds to help
the Little Lake Fire Department build a muchneeded replacement firehouse in Willits.
Measure J will tax a single-family residence
in the Little Lake Fire Protection District
$78 annually to enable our volunteer fire
department to continue to provide essential
medical, emergency and firefighting services
that our community needs.

Sign up for a booth at the
Willits Senior Center’s upcoming

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

All fire departments across the country
are struggling with decreasing budgets and
increasing costs. No one likes higher taxes
(including me), but if I needed the help from
first responders, I want to know that they are
providing the best care possible to me and my
family.

Do you craft?
Do you art?
Do you make?

CA LIC #392108

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

for our firefighters and the public. The Little
Lake fire station is not only unsafe, it is literally
crumbling around them.

And sell your work!
Scheduled for December 1st.

I N C

Lic# 679517

Reserve your space now! Just $30 for a booth!
Don’t forget, each vendor needs to bring
something to donate for Brown Bag Rafﬂe!
Booths go quick and there’s limited space, so sign
up now by calling Deb: 459-6826 or coming into the
Willits Senior Center to pay your fee and reserve
your booth space!

707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

1501 BAECHTEL RD.
WILLITS, CA
459-6826

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

Willits Weekly – online and in print
willitsweekly@gmail.com
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Despite his opinion, rent
stabilization was put on the
Willits City Council agenda
on February 28 2018.
Stranske wants to sit on city
council, but when it comes to
issues to help poor and lowincome people he turns his
back.
Cheryl Abney, Willits

Paint the Town
successes!
To the Editor:
Community
enthusiasm
has been growing for Willits
Economic
Localization
(WELL’s) Paint the Town
projects. We are excited
by
the
on-the-ground
accomplishments so far, with
more to come!
The first in a series of photo
displays in empty Main
Street storefront windows
went up September 14
next to Buster’s, featuring
two photos donated by
Ree Slocum of local artists
at work. Bill Barksdale,
Joe Dowling, Emmy Good
and Madge Strong helped
make it happen, along with
contributions from WELL,
Willits Center for the Arts,
and several other individuals.
We are seeking permission
from owners of other empty
storefronts
for
similar
displays to make Main
Street a “sidewalk photo
gallery” showcasing our
local photographers and
scenes! Please contact Bill
Barksdale at bark@pacific.
net or Madge at mstrong@
willitsonline.com.
Another
major
project
underway is painting the
concrete barrier k-rails at
the corner of North Main and
West Commercial streets.
This project was greatly
assisted by help from the
Little Lake Fire Department
to power-wash eight of the 12
k-rails at this empty lot. Since
there’s no access to water
on-site, this was invaluable
in enabling our volunteers to
transform the unsightly old
k-rails into an asset to our
community.
Thanks also to the property
owner, 101 Drive-In (powerwashing two more of the
k-rails), and Mendo Mill,
Coast
Hardware
and
MendoRecycle (for major
donations of paint and
supplies).
Our first painting parties
brought out nearly 20
volunteers. The next stage
will be painting beautiful
scenery on the k-rails by
artists Rebecca DaunWidner and Ileya Stewart.
Come join the effort on
Sunday, September 30, at 11
am.
Other Paint the Town projects
are popping up in colorfully
painted trash receptacles,
fire hydrants, utility boxes,
and dumpsters around town.
Thanks to artist Brian Weller
for the first ones, and to Jerry
Ward of Solid Waste and Jeff

and Lois Hoover of the Noyo
Theater for their support for a
prototype art dumpster.
More artists and volunteers
are welcome to join these
fun projects! Contact Paul
Jacobson at 4paulj@gmail.
com (Paul coordinates as
needed with the City of
Willits and the Little Lake Fire
Department).
Also,
tax-deductible
donations (for the cost of
photo blow-ups and painting
supplies) can be sent to
WELL, PO Box 42, Willits
95490, with “Paint the Town”
in the memo line.
Madge Strong
and Paul Jacobson,
on behalf of WELL

Too much trash
To the Editor:
Are we going to let the slobs
define our community?
I participated in the annual
Coastal Clean-Up Day a
week ago Saturday. Jerry
Albright and I cleaned
up over 8 cubic yards of
disgusting garbage from a
small area at the south end of
Willits. Others people worked
to clean up in other areas of
town. Thanks to Jerry Ward
and Solid Waste of Willits for
waiving disposal fees for us!
But, half a Saturday, once a
year, is not nearly enough to
restore Willits to the beauty it
should show to visitors!
It’s not just esthetics; it’s the
economy too. When travelers
drive into Willits but see
trash, debris and unmowed
weeds, it looks like a rundown, pass-through town.
Some local businesses do a
great job with beautification
and cleanliness to attract
customers: Pete Swanton’s
downtown
businesses,
Mariposa, 101 Drive-In, and
SHN are some examples.
Certain other businesses,
however, allow their parking
lots, back fences, and
neighborhoods to become
bestrewn with gobs of
unsightly litter (no names
here, you can see which
ones they are). It gives an
impression that they just
don’t care.
Our economy is hurting.
We have the upcoming
Visit Willits/Wild Willits Fest
coming up on October 20
to try to sell our town as a
destination venue. What do
we want them to see? The
half-day clean-up was good,
as is the Paint the Town
project. But we need more.
• Would the Willits Chamber
of Commerce be willing to
organize regular monthly
clean-ups? Businesses that
pay their employees to clean
up around their place of
business can find a win-winwin here: It’s a deductible
expense,
it
attracts
customers, and it’s good for
the community.
• Would Visit Willits be willing
to sponsor a de-littering of
our rural roads prior to the
5K/10K/Half Marathon runs
out in the valley? (“Tour de
Trash” makes a poor sell to
out-of-towners.)

Spirit

From Page 1

The King and Queen winners,
Daisy Barrett and Keegan Reed, were
announced Wednesday evening at the
Homecoming Rally. Come see them and
the other nominees during the Friday
night football game against the St.
Helena Saints on September 27.
The JV game starts at 5:30 pm, and
varsity starts at 7 pm. Willits Unified
School District Superintendent Mark
Westerburg has made all of the home
games free to attend to the public, so
come show school spirit and cheer on
the Wolverines!
The rest of

Measure B

From Page 1

The rest of

Plan

generally used in organizations where the remote location of the employer
or the unique kind of work opportunities offered mean there are few
alternate markets from which the labor force can choose.
Kaneko said approaches that use quantitative analysis, such as the
Slavin Study, are “relatively reliable and objective” and one of their benefits
is that “compensable factors are tailored to the organization’s needs.”
However, Kaneko noted using that system is time-consuming, both
to build and maintain, and is not market-sensitive because it must be
updated often to remain effective and, without proper calibration, can be
subject to “rater bias.”
The approach used by Koff and Associates, which Kaneko termed a
“market/internal equity integration” system, uses “extensive benchmarking
to anchor pay to the market,” which is to say consultants check around
to see what the same employee classifications are being paid in other
places. “Non-benchmark classes are aligned with benchmarks through
whole job analysis, a non-quantitative method,” according to Kaneko.

might make a single presentation to the committee at the next
meeting. Allman said he welcomed that approach.
Schraeder, who is also CEO of Redwood Community
Services, nodded in response to the possibility of working with
Wells and other members of the Measure B Committee.
The request for more information came after Schraeder
and Redwood Community Services Operations Officer Dan
Anderson made a 30-minute presentation to the committee
about their planned Ukiah mental health crisis center. The
proposed crisis center would contain three separate units:
a crisis access center, a crisis stabilization unit, and a crisis
residential center.
The proposal had run aground because Redwood
Community Services lacks the money to build the project.
That cost, according to the most recent Kemper Report, was
estimated in August 2018 to be $4.66 million.
According to Schraeder, the County of Mendocino applied
for a California Senate Bill 82 grant in 2015 with an eye toward
collaborating with Redwood Community Services to build
the mental health facility. The grant application sought $2.1
million; but only $500,000 was awarded. The county gave the
money to RCS to enable it to purchase land at 631 South
Orchard Street. The county retains the title to the land.
RCS later applied for a community development block
grant to complete the project. RCS drew up plans for the
facility and explained how the three units – crisis access,
crisis stabilization and crisis residential treatment – would
work together to provide needed services while remaining
financially solvent. Schraeder said the people who decide
who gets community development block grants declined to
give the money to RCS “on a technicality.”
Schraeder and Anderson advised the Measure B Committee
that if a mental health unit was to be built and run by RCS,
it would divert many of the mental health patients who daily
occupy many of the available beds at county hospitals. It
would also alleviate many of the supervisorial duties police
officers and sheriff’s deputies currently are required to handle
for mentally ill patients in hospital emergency rooms.
After Schraeder talked about the basic business plan of the
crisis center – and Anderson had shown architectural plans
for the facility to committee members and the public – District
4 representative Mark Mertle said he liked the RCS idea but
needed more information before he could support it.
Mertle said he wanted to look at numbers, including what
it will cost to build the facility and what it will cost to staff and
run it. Schraeder said she had that information – it was part of
the CDBG grant that had been rejected. She added that she
might have to revise some of the numbers and some of the
language in the grant application, but, she added, she would
bring that information to the next meeting of the Measure B
Committee.
At that point, Allman asked for reports from both Schraeder
and Wells, and Wells asked instead that they make one joint
report. Other committee members, including Behavioral
Health and Recovery Services Director Jenine Miller and
Howard Memorial Director of Medical Services Ace Barash,
MD, were asked to participate, and both agreed to do so.
In other business, Mendocino County CEO Carmel Angelo
asked the committee to approve paying Kemper Consulting
Group an additional $28,000, in addition to the $40,000 the
board of supervisors had originally approved for Kemper.
Angelo said she had learned from Kemper that the firm had
spent more time on the needs assessment than planned.
Angelo told the Measure B Committee she thought it was
the correct thing to do, in part because she felt that either
the committee or the county would need Kemper’s services in
the future. Angelo told the committee Kemper had not actually
billed the county for the additional hours but had noted cost
overruns of $24,000 on the firm’s invoice.
Angelo approached the committee on her own – not only for
the $24,000 but also for an additional $4,000 to cover the cost
of a visit by Kemper to the board of supervisors in October
2018. The committee approved paying Kemper the additional
$28,000 on a 10-1 vote, with only Mertle voting no.

• Would Sheriff Allman
and Chief Warnock direct
their officers to vigilantly
enforce the law pertaining to
uncovered loads?

Before Wells and Schraeder agreed to make a joint report
to the committee, individual members responded to the
Kemper Report. Committee members appeared unable to
reach consensus to either agree with the recommendations in
the Kemper Report, or to substitute any alternative action plan
for those recommendations.

• What will the candidates for
supervisor and city council
pledge to do to address this
problem?

Several members expressed a reluctance to recommend
that supervisors expend more county money on any project
until the committee obtained more information, particularly
regarding the cost of staffing and operating a facility.

Unfortunately, I lack the
social
media
outreach
capabilities needed today to
be an organizer, nor to get
permission from property
owners. But I’m always
happy to be a volunteer
worker. Send me an email:
gwo@pacific.net.

“I’m not in favor of recommending something solid, unless
we can see what our expenses will be, projected out,” said
County Auditor Lloyd Weer.

Gary Owen, Willits
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“I like the preventative aspect of the report,” said Ukiah
businessman Ross Liberty. “If we could reduce the necessity
of putting people in a psychiatric hospital or in residential
treatment by 50 percent or even by 80 percent – which might
be possible – then not only would it be potentially better from
a fiscal perspective, but we would be making a tremendous
difference in people’s lives.”
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A PowerPoint presentation to supervisors
explained the human resources jargon in her
description. “Similar factors as Slavin [uses] are
considered for internal alignment, but no points are
used. Standard percentage differences are applied
among classes in the same job series and/or family
for consistency. Market pricing is a primary driver of
pay.”
Kaneko said the method used by Koff and
Associates is “the most common compensation
model.” She also narrated one of the few pages in
the presentation that contained hard data. That page
compared the wages of county employees with the
market median, using both the Koff and Associates
methodology and the Slavin methodology.
Using the Slavin methodology, Koff and
Associates consultants found 38 percent of county
positions examined were within 5 percent of market;
27 percent were more than 5 percent above market,
and 35 percent of county positions examined were
more than 5 percent below market.
A study of the county’s classification and
compensation plan, using Koff and Associates
methodology, found that 21 percent of the positions
examined were within 5 percent of market; 23
percent were more than 5 percent above market,
and 56 percent were more than 5 percent below
market.
Fourth District Supervisor Dan Gjerde said he
wanted the Koff study to examine total compensation,
not just base salaries. Kaneko replied that could be
done and the full study completed by June 30, 2019.
Contacted by Willits Weekly, Mendocino County
Human Resources Director Heidi Dunham said a
contract extension would be presented to the board
of supervisors at its October 16 meeting. At this
point, she noted, no increase in the dollar value of
the contract has been broached.
However, she added, the addition of having to
consider the total compensation package instead
of just the base salary, could increase the overall
compensation involved in the contract extension
with Koff and Associates.
Third District Supervisor Georgeanne Croskey
asked Kaneko why the work had taken so long.
Dunham explained that while Koff and Associates
staff was guiding the study, much of the work was
being done by her staff. The two big fires the county
has experienced over the past year has slowed that
work, she added, noting her staff has been directed
by supervisors to conduct eight classification and
compensation studies for critical positions within the
county government labor force.
“I don’t have enough staff to dedicate them to
doing this work full-time, and we want to do a good
job on this,” she said.
Croskey asked if Dunham could provide “a
realistic date when we will see a change in employee
compensation, based on this study?”
“That would be up to the board of supervisors,”
Dunham replied. “The decision to change employee
pay would be based on availability of funding and on
the board’s compensation philosophy.”
Supervisors were presented with a petition by
SEIU 1021 Mendocino County Chapter President
Kort Pettersen and signed by 178 county employees.
The petition said county employees were frustrated
by the glacial pace of Koff and Associates and the
county’s human resources staff in completing the
study.
The petition said county employees were
expressing their “frustration and aggravation with
the long-delayed classification and compensation
study the county is conducting.”
The petition continued: “We watched last
December as the board approved their own 39
percent wage increase as well as numerous 20
percent-plus increases for county managers in order
to move toward parity with other counties.
“We have seen a minority of our co-workers,
whom we work beside every day, also have their
wages raised significantly. For some, this happened
more than nine months ago. In some instances, we
have seen positions that we have been promoted up
from catch up or pass us by in wages.
“We have been told to be patient, that the county
is doing a comprehensive review of all the positions
in the county. But our patience is running low. Now
we hear there is yet another delay, and the contract
with the consultant is being extended for an extra
year.…
“We call on the board of supervisors to direct
Human Resources to dedicate the time and
resources necessary to complete the classification
and compensation study with all possible haste and
to implement the report’s findings without delay.”
Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Volleyball |
Daisy Barrett, 16, Senior
How long playing the sport: Eight years.
Breakfast of Champions: Bacon and eggs.
Love of the sport: “It’s very team-oriented, just
another family to play with.”
Other sports played: Tennis

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490

Daisy always tries to be the best at whatever it
is she is involved in – she has the desire to be a
leader. I believe Daisy understands the importance
of maintaining a high grade point average.
Daisy is a very solid, reliable player on the
volleyball court, and it’s a pleasure to have her on the team.
– Submitted by Coach Jon Jessup

Alison Pernell
972-1364

Barbara Mercer
489-2922

Christopher Martin
367-3173

Elida Cardona
354-1538

Soccer |
Angel Jacinto, 15, Junior
How long playing the sport: About 10 years.
Breakfast of Champions: Don’t eat breakfast. If I do,
I eat menudo.

Jake McFadden
354-3874

Margaret Andrews
354-3977

Sal Madrigal
354-1950

Sharon Noah
489-0441

DRE# 00528452

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com

Love of the sport: “Because my whole family played.
I grew up around it, and always had a ball around my
feet as soon as I could walk.”
Other sports played: Tennis
Junior Angel Jacinto is the boys soccer varsity goal
keeper. He consistently keeps in every single game by
not allowing very many goals. He already has three
shutout games this season and has such a powerful
kick that he has an assist on a goal.
– Submitted by Coach Martin Rodriguez

FEATURED PROPERTY

CONGRATS
Newlyweds

Presented by: Alison Pernell

Congratulations
to
Skylar
Anderson, daughter of Gail and
Jim Anderson of Prospect, Oregon,
and Malakai Schindel, son of Greg
and Donna Schindel of Willits.
They were joined in marriage, in
a magical celebration in the forest,
surrounded by loving family and
friends, on September 15, 2018.

Do you have a Congrats
notice to share
with the community?
Willits Weekly prints
them for free!
Email us:
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Your comfy home in the redwoods with Eel River frontage! This newer 4 bedroom,
2 bath manufactured home has plenty of living space with living room, family room,
and a gorgeous rec room featuring exposed beam ceiling. Lounge on front and back
decks, enjoy the hot tub and above ground pool or a swim in the Eel River, all just
steps from home. Lots of room for projects on 1.73 acres with workshop, carport
and outbuildings. Only 12 miles from the coast!

Offered at $445,000

The rest of

Read
From Page 1

at their local library while
supplies last, Horner noted.
After finishing the book,
readers are invited to attend
Big Read events during the
month of October, where they
can share their impressions
of the work with other “Pretty
Monster” readers.
The events “aim to inspire
conversation and discovery.”
Novelist, playwright and
Mendocino College professor
Jody Gehrman will lead the
Big Read discussions, “with
particular emphasis” on the
Hugo, Nebula and Locus
award-winning story from the
“Pretty Monsters” collection,
“The Faery Handbag.”
The Round Valley Book
Festival will he held from 1
to 4 pm on October 6 at the
Covelo Library to celebrate
a $7,500 book purchase
grant the institution was
awarded by the California
State Library. In addition to
“hundreds of new books,”
the event will feature music,
crafts, food and prizes.
Gehrman will be in Covelo
on Friday, October 12, at 3 pm
to lead a “Pretty Monsters”
discussion, Horner said in
a Cultural Services Agency
press release. She will visit
the Willits library on Friday,
October 19, at 4 pm.
Gehrman begins her
month-long discussions on
Saturday, October 6, at 3
pm at the Fort Bragg library,
then continues her visits on
October 7 at 2 pm at Coast
Community Library.
Her final appearance will
be Thursday, November 8, at
5 pm at the Ukiah library.
In addition to Gehrman’s
book discussions, the events
will feature craft, poetry and
writing workshops, nature
hikes, and an art contest.
The Mendocino County
Library is partnering with
the Mendocino County
Museum, the Arts Council
of Mendocino County, the
National Parks Service
Natural Landmarks Program
of the Pacific West Region,
and Mendocino Parks to
celebrate the county’s Big
Read Month.
Since 2006, more than $19
million in NEA grants have
funded more than 1,400 Big
Read programs across the
nation.

FINDING PEACE IN A WORLD OF CHAOS

The rest of

Garbage

The rate hike to drop off garbage at the Caspar
Transfer Station was 2.12 percent; the increase for
garbage drop-off at the five small transfer stations
was 9.86 percent.
Supervisors on Tuesday approved three separate
SWOW contract revisions.
Information provided to Willits Weekly by Ward
shows the gross value of recycled materials has
declined dramatically since December 31, 2014.
At that time, cardboard could be sold for $122 a
ton, mixed paper for $77 a ton, aluminum cans for
$1,640 a ton, natural colored HDPE plastic for $713
a ton, rigid plastic for $207 a ton, and tin and scrap
metal for $109 a ton.
Also, in December 2016, only about 4 percent
of a ton of mixed recyclable material was diverted
from market and sent to the regular garbage stream,
due to contamination. The average value of a ton of
mixed recyclables was $162.66.
In February 2018, cardboard had declined to
$100 a ton, mixed paper to negative $15 a ton (that
is, the shipper has to pay $15 a ton to get rid of
the paper), aluminum cans to $1,270 a ton, natural
HDPE to $540 a ton, colored HDPE to $280 a ton,
rigid plastic to $10 a ton, and tin and scrap metal
had fallen to $82 a ton.
Also, in February 2018, 15.42 percent of an
average ton of recyclable materials was being
rejected because of contamination – close to four
times the 2014 rate – and the average value of a
ton of mixed recyclables was $93.95, a 43 percent
decline from December 2014 prices.
According to Mendocino County Solid Waste
Division Director Robert Carlson, the problem is
global in scale and due largely to a change in policy
by China.
Carlson charged the U.S. government is doing
nothing to ameliorate the problem, and California’s
state government has been studying the issue, but
so far has not offered any concrete solutions to turn
around the price decline.
“Cal Recycle is in planning mode,” Carlson said.
Ward proposed, and Carlson endorsed, a formula
to set Solid Waste of Willits garbage fees into the
future. That formula would use the price for a ton of
mixed recyclables on December 31, 2014, as the
base rate. For every decline from that rate – figured,
for the most part, in $10 increments – a “fee” would
be added to SWOW’s garbage collection fees.
If the price for recyclables increased beyond the
$162 base price (again, in $10 per ton increments),
a credit would be applied to the total. So, if the
price for recyclables should increase to somewhere
between $180 and $189.99 a ton, a $30 per ton
credit would be applied to the SWOW garbage fee
and customers would see a decrease in their bills.
A June 29, 2018, proposal from Ward to Carlson
describes how the calculation would be made. “An
increase in the rates or a decrease in the rates is
determined by applying the current composite
market value to the market value grid [the system
described briefly above]. With tons reported for
discarded recyclable materials collected, a fee/
credit per ton will be applied against the number of
tons divided by revenue to calculate a percentage
change in the rate.”
The various franchise areas and five small
transfer stations serviced
by Solid Waste of Willits
will see these small
increases to their garbage
rates beginning January 1,
2019.

Author Jody Gehrman

Governor signs 29 wildfire-related bills

From Page 1

Fees
for
garbage
hauling for Franchise
Area Number 1, which
includes the north county,
except the City of Willits
and Brooktrails Township,
will be increased by 1.51
percent. Customers in
Anderson Valley will see a
4.33 percent increase, and
South Coast residents will
see a 2.14 percent hike.

Submitted by the Office of Assemblymember Jim Wood
Sacramento – On Friday, Gov. Jerry Brown signed SB 901, a bill that will boost the state’s
vegetation and forest management, increase requirements for utility infrastructure, and
protect ratepayers and utility workers. In addition, he signed 28 other wildfire-related bills
including three authored by Assemblymember Jim Wood (D-Santa Rosa).
“This is a great day for our state and the 2nd Assembly District,” said Wood. “The
devastating wildfires this past year exposed significant gaps and deficiencies in how we
protect our residents and help them face the significant challenges of rebuilding and, for that
matter, surviving,” said Wood. “I drew a line in the sand early on saying that I would absolutely
not support a bill that did not protect fire victims and contain effective policies and resources
for vegetation and forest management and early detection technology.
“I’m proud to have worked with my Republican colleague, Assemblymember Brian Dahle
(R-Bieber), to ensure that these preventive measures and $1 billion in funding were included
in SB 901.”
To assist in wildfire prevention, AB 2551, authored by Wood and signed by the governor on
Friday, will improve the ability of landowners to enter into agreements with the Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection to conduct joint prescribed burns.
Many victims of the wildfires discovered that their homeowners’ insurance policy was not
going to be enough to rebuild their homes and their lives. “AB 1875 will connect consumers
who need residential property insurance with agents and brokers who can help find them the
best policy to suit their needs, especially consumers looking for policies that will provide more
than 100 percent coverage,” said Wood.
People also experienced price gouging, especially in the short-term rental markets. AB
1919 expands the scope of criminal price gouging during the declaration of an emergency.
“We won’t tolerate people taking advantage of victims of disasters who need emergency
housing. Many thanks to Sonoma County District Attorney Jill Ravitch for her assistance in
crafting this legislation,” Wood said.
“We will not forget the 58 people we have lost to wildfires this past year, but every bill the
governor signed today moves us closer to addressing the significant challenges we face as
our climate changes and protecting the lives and property of every California,” said Wood.

Sex offender held on pot growing,
weapons charges
A registered sex offender was arrested September 17 by members of the Mendocino County
Sheriff’s Office Marijuana Enforcement Team, sheriff’s deputies and California Department of
Fish and Wildlife Watershed Enforcement Team wardens after they served a search warrant
at a home in the 1400 block of North Road in Laytonville.
Jack Bailey Kuykendall, 72, cooperated with deputies during the 9 am search, according to
sheriff’s Sgt. Andrew Porter.
Deputies found 28 marijuana plants growing on the
property, Porter said. They also discovered Kuykendall was
in possession of a firearm and ammunition. As a convicted
felon, he is prohibited from possessing either.
“Even though Proposition 64 legalized marijuana for
most people,” Porter explained, “there is a provision that
prevents persons with certain serious prior convictions from
cultivating more than six plants.”
Kuykendall, he noted, “has past convictions for serious
offenses, which require him to register as a sex offender.”
Kuykendall was booked into county jail on suspicion of
cultivating more than six marijuana plants, and being a felon
in possession of a firearm and ammunition.
This report was based on a press release from the Mendocino Jack Bailey Kuykendall of
Laytonville.
County Sheriff’s Office.

Willits woman held
for drug paraphernalia
A 24-year-old Willits woman was arrested shortly before noon on September 15 on
suspicion of possessing drug paraphernalia after a sheriff’s deputy observed her driving north
on Meadowbrook Drive and stopped to speak with her.
The deputy, on routine patrol at the time, recognized the driver of black sedan as Miranda
Mullins “from prior law enforcement contacts,” according to sheriff’s Sgt. Quincy Cromer, and
“was aware Mullins was on active summary probation.”
When Mullins’ car pulled into a driveway in the 21400
block of Meadowbrook Drive, after the deputy approached
her, Mullins informed the deputy she had a warrant for her
arrest, which the deputy confirmed through the Sheriff’s
Office dispatch center.
“During a probation search of Mullins and her vehicle,
the deputy located numerous methamphetamine pipes,”
Cromer said.
The deputy also learned the license plates on Mullins’
vehicle did not match the vehicle she was driving. After
further investigation, the deputy determined the license
plates belonged to a different vehicle, and Mullins had
placed them on her car.
She was arrested on a felony arrest warrant, felony failure
to appear, suspicion of displaying false license plates, Miranda Mullins of Willits.
suspicion of possessing drug paraphernalia, and violating
probation.
She was booked into county jail. Bail was set at $50,000.
This report was based on a press release from the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office

SUBSCRIBING IS EASY!

10-PART PROPHECY SERIES • FREE ADMISSION

BEGINS FRIDAY, SEPT. 28

AT

7:00

PM

Willits Weekly offers a
subscription sign-up form online at

www.WillitsWeekly.com

Series Topics Include: The Antichrist & 666 • The Mark of the Beast • The Seal of God • Revelation’s Lake of Fire • The USA in Prophecy • And much more!
PLUS: Nightly Giveaways!
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(ages 4–10)
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