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Supes
endorse a
‘no’ vote

on Measure AF
Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Main Street
plans
Above: The only new signage indicating Willits’ location at the south end of the bypass. At left: The first sign just mentions the Fort
Bragg/Highway 20 connection. Center: Then, just past the first sign and almost at the actual off-ramp, mention of Willits can be seen
on this sign. Right: The only other “Willits” signage south of town, this sign is located just at the West Road overpass near Redwood
Valley, 14 miles south of Willits. Below: The bypass viaduct as it crosses over East Commercial and heads to the northern interchange.

revised and
approved
Damian Sebouhian
Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com

Measure AF is a citizenwritten ballot measure that
regulates all aspects of the
medical cannabis industry.
Although Measure AF is
comprehensive, it takes

After 10 months of rigorous
planning and review, the
Willits City Council has
approved a finalized version
of the Willits Main Street
Conceptual Design plans by
a 4-0 vote. Vice Mayor Ron
Orenstein, the fifth member
of the council, was absent.
The approved design
plans, tweaked in certain
areas during a two-hour
presentation and discussion
between the public and the
council, will be forwarded
to Caltrans for further
negotiations
regarding
relinquishment
project
construction, scheduled to
begin in the summer 2017.
City Planner Dusty Duley

Read the rest of

Read the rest of

A majority of county
supervisors on Tuesday
voted unanimously to
endorse a “no” vote on
Measure AF, the Heritage
Initiative.
The vote was 3-0,
with supervisors John
McCowen, Dan Gjerde
and Carre Brown voting
yes. Supervisor Tom
Woodhouse was absent,
and
Supervisor
Dan
Hamburg recused himself
from voting.

Supes AF

Over on Page 13

City remains
neutral

on Measure AF
Damian Sebouhian
Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com

The Willits City Council
is remaining neutral in
the debate on whether to
support or oppose the 2016
Mendocino County citizen’s
ballot initiative, Measure
AF, taking no action at last
week’s meeting.
Originally called the
Mendocino
Heritage
Act, its authors are selfproclaimed members of
the cannabis industry and
are, according to the Yes
on AF Committee, “asking
to be regulated to protect
Mendocino
County’s
future.”
Hal Wagenet and Ellen
Drell, members of the No
on Measure AF Committee,
came to the meeting to ask
for the council to endorse
their position and oppose
Read more of

City AF

At left: Looking south
over the northern
interchange of the Willits
bypass.
Below, left: A great way
to see the changes of the
bypass is by helicopter.

Finishing
Touches

Below, right: Looking
east over the southern
interchange of the Willits
bypass.

Willits bypass getting close to
ready for November opening

At bottom, left: The
two signs for Willits at
the northern end of the
bypass, one reading
“Willits Next 2 Exits,”
and the other, also very
close to the actual offramp, showing “N Main
Street,” shown closer-up
at bottom, right. There is
no mention of Highway
20 on the new signage
installed at the northern
interchange.

It’s just really finishing details and cleanup that’s
left to do before the official completion ceremony and
opening of the Willits bypass scheduled for Thursday,
November
3,
and
Maureen Moore
crews are hard at work
Graphics & Photographress
knocking out items on
maureen@willitsweekly.com
the final “punch list.”
“The list is an itemization of miscellaneous items
and needed tasks found by our Caltrans inspectors
and provided to the contractors completing the work,”

Photos by Maureen Moore

Read the rest of

Finishing

Over on Page 15

When asked if additional signage was going to be installed further from the exits, offering motorists more warning that Willits exits
were coming up, Caltrans Public Information Officer Phil Frisbee said: “I spoke with our sign coordinator, and she is aware of
community concerns over the signage for the City of Willits being installed along U.S. Highway 101 for the bypass. After the bypass is
completed, she will perform a drive-through to determine what additional signs, or modifications to existing signs, are appropriate.”

Over on Page 13

Read the rest of

Hunters

Over on Page 15

Over on Page 6

WUSD
financial
picture
brighter
Forrest Glyer
Reporter
forrest@willitsweekly.com

The Willits Unified School
District budget is in better
shape than previously
thought, according to
a board of trustees’
assessment
presented
at their September 14
meeting.
The improved outlook
was the result of an analysis
of an “Unaudited Actuals
Report” from the school
year 2015/16, as well as
other factors that improved
projections for the current
year.
The report, presented
by Tanya Michel, district
director of fiscal services,
offers a summary of overall
expenditures and revenue
for the year and was
Read the rest of

WUSD

Over on Page 13

Lost hunters
found safe
Two men who became
lost while deer hunting in
the Covelo area have been
found safe.
The men, ages 29 and
33, were deer hunting
in rugged terrain near
Round Valley during the
early morning hours of
September 18 when they
became lost, according
to the Mendocino County
Sheriff’s Office.
Their family reported
them missing the following
day.
In the early morning hours
of Tuesday, September 20,
some 50 searchers from the
Mendocino County Search
and Rescue, Marin County
Search and Rescue, San
Mateo County Search and

Main Street

Photo by Ted Mayfield

Old Mendo
Mill comes
down
Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

An excavator started
hacking away at the old
Mendo Mill building on
Commercial Street Monday
morning at around 11 am,
said Rick Mayfield, one of the
owners of R & M Construction,
which was doing the job. A
big pile of debris was already
in the demolition area –
soon to be a bigger parking
lot for the new store – at
Read the rest of

Mendo Mill

Over on Page 15

Supes
continue to
tinker with
pot ordinance
Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

A much-reduced board
of supervisors heard a
report from county staff
on the status of the
project description for the
county’s medical cannabis
cultivation
ordinance
Tuesday afternoon.
Supervisors were down
to a three-member board:
Third District Supervisor
Tom Woodhouse was
absent, and Fifth District
Supervisor Dan Hamburg
recused himself from the
proceedings because one
Read the rest of

Ordinance

Over on Page 15

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers

Cannabis tinctures
To the Editor:
A year ago I would have said that there wasn’t a chance
that I would write a letter in support of medical cannabis.
I always perceived that medical marijuana was a joke and
just an excuse for pot heads to get high.
I have been taking anti-inflammatories for 10 years because
of severe joint pain. This medication is hard on your liver
and your kidneys, and it is prudent to get both checked on a
yearly basis to be sure no damage has been done.
About six months ago, Jude Thilman from the Dragonfly
Dispensary in Fort Bragg spoke at our Rotary Club meeting
about the benefits of medical cannabis. After I heard her
very persuasive presentation as to the benefits, I decided
that I really had nothing to lose if I tried it. I stopped taking
my medication to see if I really still needed it, and within
several days I could barely walk because of the pain and
throbbing in my joints.
I was able to get a prescription for the cannabis which
is required, and went over to Fort Bragg and bought the
cannabis tincture. She told me that there might not be a
noticeable benefit for a few weeks. Exactly eight days later
I woke up in the morning, hopped out of bed, and suddenly
realized there was no pain – no throbbing joints. I also
convinced a friend who is suffering from Lyme disease to try
it, and she says she hasn’t felt this pain-free in years.
The thing that I was unaware of until I heard Jude’s talk is
that CBD tinctures are NOT psychoactive … one will not get
high from this form of medical cannabis, and I have been
further educated lately to find that there is a group of women
in Willits who are breeding a special plant that will be totally
free of THC.
I see the emerging cannabis industry as something that
can be a cutting-edge industry for our community as well as
the county. Let there be labs so testing can be done…. Let
there be dispensaries where people who are in pain can buy
the product, but let it be legal and taxed and regulated like
all other business and agricultural products, and let it bring
legitimate jobs to our city.
Times change, and new information becomes available. It is
important not to get stuck in the past with perceptions that
we have carried over from childhood.
I believe we have an opportunity to create an industry that
will benefit society in many ways. One thing is for sure … if
we don’t, someone else is going to, and they will then reap
the benefit of the jobs and sorely needed income to the city/
county.
I want to make one thing very clear. I have never smoked pot
or taken products that will make me high. I have no interest
in that whatsoever. I think we should embrace medicinal
cannabis and quit calling it medical marijuana. There is a
difference.

Margie Handley, Willits

Fire chiefs say ‘No on Measure AF’
To the Editor:
The members of the Mendocino County Fire Chiefs
Association represent the 22 separate fire agencies within
our county, and meet on a regular basis in an effort to
network, share resources and stay current on local affairs.
Our association appreciates the well-meaning attempt to
self-regulate the ballooning marijuana industry in our county,
but finds that Measure AF is plagued with inconsistencies
to current law, and does not directly address the effect of
widespread cultivation and processing to our environment
or the impact to local fire agencies. Additionally the actions
of the writers of this initiative seemed to have purposely
circumvented and bypassed environmental and/or public
review, showing no regard or empathy to those that choose
not to participate in the cultivation or processing of marijuana,
but may be subjected or exposed to the unwanted effects
caused by a neighbor’s actions.
Our county fire agencies, many of which are fully staffed
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‘Farm to Pavement’ dinner

To the Editor:
I joined Willits High School my freshman year (2015). I
noticed there were certain classes with air conditioning, the
office, where the staff works, and classrooms in the back of
the high school have air conditioning to keep the computer
systems cool.
Our classrooms can come up to be 97 degrees and higher
when it’s around 91 degrees outside. There is a lot of
dehydration through the school. Some kids can’t afford to
buy water bottles, so their only source is the fountain water.
We are expected to learn and finish assignments in humid
hot classes every day, but I can’t work on my paper when
it’s wet from my face sweat dripping on it. This is a problem
in our school that the staff are not taking consideration of;
if the office can have air conditioning for the staff (seven
people). I think the 400 and more students deserve it a
whole lot more.

To the Editor:
I phoned the Willits Chamber of Commerce last week
and left a message, hoping to talk to someone about the
proposed “Farm to Table” dinner on the Willits overpass.
This is a topic many of us are quite upset over. Here is what
I need to say.
In the U.S. we have a long history of exterminating prior
native people by taking their land, destroying their food
sources, their livelihoods, their family bonds, language,
culture, and sacred sites. We are familiar with the Cherokee
Trail of Tears, the battle at Little Big Horn, the FBI shootout
at Pine Ridge. The U.S. brought resistant native people to
their knees by slaughter, of the people themselves and the
buffalo they depended on. Even set against such sustained
violence, the historical extermination of California native
people is particularly brutal, with Mendocino, Lake and
Humboldt counties at the epicenter.
The native people of Mendocino County were never
missionized. Instead the gold rush beginning in 1846 brought
men greedy for land and cattle. The native people north
of Santa Rosa and the missions were enslaved, starved,
whipped, hung and massacred. They were murdered for
“stealing cattle” and the children rounded up in jails, until they
could be placed in “good Christian homes.” Men bragged
of making more money selling “orphaned” Indian children
than they could make from gold. We are only beginning
to uncover and acknowledge the terrible history at places
like Bloody Island and Bloody Run. “Extermination” was
calculated: directed and rewarded by higher-ups, including
Leland Stanford, governor of California during the Civil War.
Some brave souls spoke out against the systematic violence
even then. Grace Hudson’s mother, Mary Carpenter, a
Quaker and an abolitionist, wrote many magazine accounts
from Ukiah in the mid to late 1800s. Bret Harte had to leave
town just ahead of the lynch mob for his truthful reporting
in 1860 on the killing of 80 to 200 Wiyots at the village of
Tuluwat. A good many Willits people wrote vigorously against
the forced march that resulted in the massacre at Bloody
Run. Their courage does not redeem the irredeemable. It
does illustrate that, then as now, these policies were not
inevitable. We could have chosen a different path. We still
can.
This brings me to the bypass and the sobering history we
continue to ignore. Prior to the coming of Euro-Americans,
approximately 5,000 native people lived in a dozen or more
villages along the shore of Little Lake and in the surrounding
hills. Though the exact locations are kept confidential to
prevent vandalism, the maps can easily be seen at the
Mendocino County Museum right over there on Commercial
Street. While you are there, plan at least an hour to immerse
yourself in the beautiful displays documenting a rich culture
of peace and abundance. A living testament to the resilience
and energy of people who honor their culture and seek to
pass it on to their children
Federal law requires Caltrans to do an archeological survey
before construction begins. Caltrans performed a purposeful
sleight of hand, invoking confidentiality to downplay the
existence of important sites. The largest of these sites,
known as Yami village, somehow disappeared off their map
just before it was bulldozed and buried. At the same time
Caltrans was obliterating human village sites, they went
to great lengths to accommodate the cattle grazing needs
of local ranchers, giving more legitimacy to cows than to
people’s sacred sites.
The legacy of how whites treat natives is not just past history.
We carry this ugly legacy forward unless we stop now, and
listen. The future is shaped by the decisions we make
today. What is happening way up north at Standing Rock is
interwoven with what is happening here in Little Lake Valley.
Whether or not we have a future, will be decided now by
how quickly we can listen, really listen and change course.
Under the circumstances is it still a breach of confidentiality
to say that what is left of the largest historically important
site of our native Pomo heritage remains almost directly
under the northern overpass? This is where the Chamber
of Commerce proposes to hold a farm to table dinner,
“surrounded by scenic vistas.”
This is not progress. We could have had a bypass without
the environmental destruction. If Caltrans had followed
the law, we could have had a bypass without the cultural
genocide.
This grievous assault has been very painful to witness and
is still going on. Caltrans continues to discover and destroy
native archeological sites in the 2,000+ acres of “mitigation
lands,” refuses to consult with descendants of original Pomo
people, even as they try to force the tribes to sign papers
OKing the destruction, past, present and future. Even now,
the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo, with the full support of 15
local Pomo tribes, is in federal court against the ongoing
assault on our heritage. The case has been stalled and
delayed, by Caltrans, while they try to nullify federal law.
We do not have to be part of this. Surely knowing the history
will discourage the Chamber of Commerce from their “Farm
to Pavement” dinner atop the overpass. If not, I promise to
lead the boycott of every local business that sanctions this
insult.

Trinity Watts, Willits High School

Robin Leler, Willits

Carl Magann, president,
Mendocino County Fire Chiefs Association

School contract negotiations
To the Editor:
The sky is falling! The sky is falling! Last spring, the Willits
Unified School District finance department said that the
district was deficit spending, going bankrupt, in qualified
status, in danger of being taken over by the state, etc.
This all came about during the middle of negotiations with
the Willits Teachers Association. This week the district
presented the unaudited actuals, which is the report about
actual dollars received and spent last year. Contrary to what
was said in the board meetings, the district received over
$20 million dollars and spent just over $18 million. Instead of
deficit spending, the district was banking almost $2 million.
While most parties from both sides were trying to negotiate
a comprehensive salary schedule restructuring deal,
negotiations ended up with a one-year deal – which did little
to solve some big issues such as attracting and retaining
highly qualified teachers.
WTA was shocked, dismayed and confused by comments
made by board members at the August 11 meeting. WTA was
very interested in trying to increase new teacher pay, while
it was the district’s inability to negotiate due to continuously
faulty numbers, lack of communication among their team
members, lack of board direction to their bargaining
team, and some other personnel issues. As I said at the
September 7 board meeting, the board’s responsibility is to
oversee and direct negotiations with the bargaining units.
Board members should know what is going on during the
negotiation process.
WTA again applauds school board President Chris Neary
for his letter to the Mendocino County Office of Education
dated April 18, 2016. In his letter, Neary said that the county
consistently encouraged these “the sky is falling” fiscal
projections “which would have the effect of depressing the
willingness of policy-makers to negotiate salary and benefit
increases as a matter of policy.” His prescient understanding
of this issue has certainly proved correct. The board must
do its due diligence in knowing what really is going on with
district finances and not blame WTA for its failures.
Moving ahead, WTA hopes that negotiations can be
straightforward in the future, with realistic and accurate
fiscal information. Board members must know what the
issues are and receive and understand the real financial
picture of the district. In this manner, we can all try to solve
issues so that we can provide the best education possible
for the students of Willits.

John Haschak, president, WTA

We can’t take the heat!

Find a Willits Weekly distribution
box at any of the below locations:
101 Drive-In, Scoop’s Deli, J.D. Redhouse, Willits Post Office, Village Market, Ardella’s Downtown
Diner, Buttercups Children’s Boutique, Willits City Hall, Willits Library, Mariposa Market, the old
Country Skillet, Old Mission Pizza, Gribaldo’s Cafe, Brewed Awakening, and Ace Copy and Shipping. NEW BOXES at Mendo Mill, the senior center and Grocery Outlet in Willits, Geiger’s
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by volunteers, have been directly affected by the cultivation
and processing of marijuana, much of it identified as
medicinal. These fire agencies have responded to assist
county and state agencies with environmental cleanups at
numerous grow sites, and have had to respond to various
calls for service including medical assistance, structure and
vegetative fires related to the cultivation and processing of
marijuana.
Our association questions Measure AF’s recognition and
allowance of the use of volatile solvents such as liquefied
petroleum gas, alcohol, and other flammable agents
and asphyxiates. These products used in the process
for concentrating THC to manufacture hash oil have the
potential to produce many unwanted results. Our county fire
agencies have well-documented accounts of the accidental
explosions with fire, burn injuries, fatalities and fires into our
wildland urban interface caused by these processes.
Our county fire agencies recognize that almost any human
interface with our environment has the potential to trigger
uncontrolled and unwanted results including accidental
fires, impacting public and private lands, and put our
firefighters at risk.
Please allow our elected officials and legislature to create
and enforce the law, so that all of our county residents are
represented fairly and equally.
Please join with our local fire agencies and support “No on
Measure AF.”

in Laytonville, and the Post Office in Talmage.
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Above, from left:
Melody Winslow,
a flight nurse
with REACH Air
Medical Services.
Rose and Lili
Michaels wait for
takeoff. Getting
ready to ride.

Airport Day

Taking to the air Sunday over Little Lake Valley

The 24th annual Willits Airport Day took off this past
Sunday at Ellis Field, providing participants with an array
of activities, food and information.
At left, top: Ukiah
Dave Everson of Air Shasta Rotor and Wing offered
Aviation pilots
Darryl Hudson,
helicopter rides over Little Lake Valley and the 101
John Eisenzopf
bypass, as well as flying over
and Natalie Klier
Damian Sebouhian passenger’s houses upon
offered plane
Reporter
request.
damian@willitsweekly.com
rides to the public
at Airport Day at
Daryl Hudson of Ukiah
Ells Field. At left,
Aviation offered the same ride on his Cessna 172 airplane.
below: Andrea
A few lucky passengers were able to take a longer
Sacchetti, a pilot
45-minute flight, as Everson had to fly his helicopter to the
with REACH Air
Medical Services. Ukiah Airport at one point for refueling.

“It was awesome,” exclaimed first-time flyer Liam Winter,
who came up from Cloverdale with his family for the day.
REACH Air Medical Services hosted an open house
of its copter base, as well as guided tours of its H125
helicopter. CalFire demonstrated an emergency helicopter
lift operation.
According to reports from REACH personnel, CALSTAR
– also available for the event – was recently bought by
REACH’s company the Air Med Care Network, and the
two companies will soon be operating under the same
umbrella.
Read the rest of

Airport

Over on Page 6

Photos by
Mathew Caine

Above, left: Liam Winter, at left, Michael Greenley, center, and Cameron Deck wait to fly above Willits, with pilot Darryl Hudson of Ukiah Aviation. Above,
right: Pilot Steve Grammar, with Westin and Crystal Kimball and their children. Below, left: Devin Collier gives a double thumbs-up while sitting in the
chopper. Below, center: Members of the Willits Fire Department’s fire rescue crew, from left: Mike Wilder, Kristen Colvig, Chad Lesher, Mike Cornwall,
Brandon Jack and Colton Scarbery. Below, right: Tiffany Daily and Ken Burton looked sharp for their ride in the sky.

Ranch Rodeo
next
weekend
October 1 event offers cowboys and cowgirls
a chance to showcase ranch skills

There’s still time to enter the fifth annual Ranch
Rodeo event: either as one of a three-member
team competing in the rodeo, or as a competitor
in the barbecue cook-off held concurrently at the
Willits Frontier Days rodeo grounds.
The event will be held on Saturday, October
1. The rodeo will start at 10 am, just after the
completion of the Calcutta auction where bidders
can bet on which team will win the overall
rodeo by “buying the team” by bidding with
other spectators. If the “purchased” team wins,
proceeds are split 30/70 between the “buyer”
and Frontier Days. The rodeo events are a little
different this year and will include horse calf
branding, ranch doctoring, team sorting, dalli calf
roping and trailer loading.

Above: A cowboy gets
ready to mark a tied
steer with a paintsoaked “branding” iron
during the 2015 Ranch
Rodeo event at the
Willits Frontier Days
rodeo grounds.
At right: Samantha
Arms and Danielle
Barry hold raffle
tickets. This year’s
tickets are available
now!

Entry fees to participate as a competitor are
$600 for a three-person ranch team and $75
to enter as a cook in the barbecue cook-off.
Spectators are welcome, and admission is free

Photos by Maureen Moore

for all ages. If spectators would like to help judge
the cook-off, taster tickets can be purchased for
$10 each and will allow tasters to vote for several
categories, including best ribs, best beans, best
bread, and best decorated table. The barbecue
begins at noon. A free kid’s dummy roping event
will be held at 2 pm.
A raffle for a redwood picnic bench donated
by Parlin Forks Conservation Camp and a pallet
of firewood donated by Willits Frontier Days will
be held on the day of the event as well. Raffle
tickets can be purchased on site or beforehand
from Marcy Barry and at J.D. Redhouse; tickets
are $1 each or $5 for six.
Ranch Rodeo entry forms are available online
at http://willitsfrontierdays.com/yearround.html.
Questions? Contact Marcy Barry at 272-5395 or
Robbie Burgess at 489-0476.
– Maureen Moore

SPARETIME
SUPPLY
FALL HOURS:

MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9 AM TO 6 PM
CLOSED SUNDAYS
208 EAST SAN FRANCISCO AVE. WILLITS, CA 95490
PHONE: 707-459-6791 WWW.SPARETIMESUPPLY.COM
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Crossword
Puzzle &
Sudoku

At left: Looking north
at the Bennetts’
Willits valley home
with the doomed
willow soaking up its
final few days of sun.
Below, from left:
Bob and Della
Bennett pose with
their dog Tootsie
under the willow tree
last week. Tootsie
greets visitors at
the driveway of the
Bennetts’ home. The
pair of willows can
be seen just behind.

How To
Sudoku:

Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a Sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

At left, bottom: The
sun peeks through
the branches of the
southern willow tree.
Photos by
Maureen Moore

CLUES ACROSS

ACCESS
ALTERNATE
CANT
CLOVERLEAF
CONNECTION
DEADEND
DRIVE
DRIVER
EVACUATION
FREEWAY
FRONTAGE
GRIDLOCK

GROWLERS
HAULAGE
HIGHWAY
INTERCHANGE
INTERSECTION
JUGHANDLE
JUNCTION
LANE
LIMIT
MERGE
PARALLEL
PARKWAY

RAILINGS
ROAD
ROUNDABOUT
ROUTE
SCENIC
SIGNAL
SPEED
TOLLS
TRAFFIC
TRAVEL
TRUCK
U-TURN

1. __ blache: Freedom
6. Plan
12. A jolt
15. ‘Doonesbury’ character
16. Inspiring with love
17. Blood type
19. Anno Domini
20. Janet Reno held
this post
21. Arab Republic of Egypt
22. Midway between south
and east
23. Sodium
24. Twitches
26. Not loud
28. Hindmost
30. Be quiet!
31. This gives you money
32. Check
34. Short-term memory
35. Askew
37. Platforms
39. Towards the mouth
40. Copied
41. Emerges
43. Menial laborer
44. Chinese sword
45. Energy unit
47. Unhappy
48. The Golden

State (abbr.)
50. External
52. Strayed
54. Liquid body substances
56. Plutonium
57. Truckers use this
59. Largest English
dictionary (abbr.)
60. Beloved British
princess Lady __
61. The Bay State (abbr.)
62. Thallium
63. Rebuilt
66. Element
67. The law of retaliation
70. Cuts
71. Mexican
monetary units

CLUES DOWN
1. Mothlike insect
2. Equally
3. Flightless birds
4. Grilling tool
5. When you plan
to arrive
6. Thoroughfare
7. Philosophical life force
8. Birds
9. Anxious
10. Man’s title

11. Issued
13. Prayer leader
14. Edible red algae
15. Hitters need this
18. Froths on fermenting
liquors
25. A two-wheeled
horse-drawn vehicle
26. Amount (abbr.)
27. Small amount
29. Fundamental quality
31. Cubage unit
33. Bleated
36. No longer is
38. Initial public offering
39. Hard to interpret
41. Highly skilled
42. The woman
43. A bachelor has one
46. Trial prints
47. Passover feast
49. Military forces
51. Plant part
53. Remake
54. Flanks
55. Swiss river
58. Ottoman governors
60. Vale
64. Encountered
65. One track circuit
68. Opposite of yes
69. Hello (slang)

Find a Willits Weekly at:

Weeping Willow

Disease determines destiny for 100-year-old tree in Willits valley
“We just really want to let everyone know that we did what we
had to do, and we did it under extreme duress!” lamented Della
Bennett, who owns the Willits valley property with her husband,
Bob, where the doomed willow tree was located.
Once part of a prominent pair
seen just beyond the red fencing
Graphics & Photographress
on the west side of Hearst Willits
maureen@willitsweekly.com
Road, after the diseased tree was
removed Thursday, now there’s just one giant willow which
stands in the Bennetts’ front yard.
Maureen Moore

“As far as we know, the tree was planted 80 to 100 years
ago. At first we thought it was Luther Sherburn who owned the
property before John Ford, who bought it in the late 1970s, who
sold it to us about 10 years ago,” explained Bennett. “John said
that Luther had always referred to them as ‘his trees,’ but as it
turns out, they were actually planted by Leo Snider. He was the
uncle of Sam Snyder that lives just down the road from us. The
trees have always served as a wonderful marker on the road for
where this home is located, and of course shade and ambiance
for us for years.”

About six years ago, the Bennetts noticed that the southernmost
tree had a large growth emerging. They brought it to the attention
of Sanhedrin Nursery owner Dave Watts, who said there was a
problem brewing within the tree. The Bennetts then contacted
arborist John Phillips to come and take a closer look and see if
there was anything to do to help save the ailing tree.
The prognosis was tragic: The tree was dying and needed to
come down.
Not wanting to be the ones to have to cut down the tree, the
Bennetts hoped for a miracle while slowly watching the tree
thin out, as branches dropped to the ground and the growth
expanded.
The time had arrived to come to terms with the necessity of
removing the willow.
The Bennetts contacted Johnson’s Quality Tree Care based
in Ukiah and had another arborist, Casey Johnson, come out
in September of this year to assess removal and, on Thursday,
Read the rest of
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101 Drive-In, Scoop’s Deli, J.D. Redhouse, Willits Post Office, Village Market, Ardella’s Downtown Diner, Buttercups Children’s Boutique, Willits City
Hall, Willits Library, Mariposa Market, the old Country Skillet, Old Mission Pizza, Gribaldo’s Cafe, Brewed Awakening, and Ace Copy and Shipping.
NEW BOXES at Mendo Mill, the senior center and Grocery Outlet in Willits, Geiger’s in Laytonville, and the Post Office in Talmage.

WPD Activity Report
September 10 to September 16
Prepared by WPD Sgt. Jake Donahue

The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 188 incidents in this
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests
September 10
1:30 am: WILLIAMS, Shannon (41) of
Willits was contacted during a traffic stop
in the 800 block of South Main Street and
arrested pursuant to an active El Dorado
County warrant.
8:50 am: Officers responded to a
reported traffic collision in the 100 block of
North Main Street.
4 pm: BOLTON, John (40) of Willits was
contacted in the 100 block of South Main
Street and placed under arrest pursuant
to 1203.2(a) PC after he was found to be
under the influence of alcohol in violation of
the terms of his probation.

September 11

10 am: Officers initiated a theft of a
bicycle investigation from the 1400 block of
Baechtel Road.

The new front view of the Bennetts’ home without the
tree in front.
The chainsaw easily glided straight down the center
of the hole in the stump of the downed tree.

12:15 pm: Officers initiated a reported
road rage which resulted in an assault in
the 800 block of South Main Street.

Photos by Della Bennett

3:10 pm: Officers responded to a
reported collision in the 200 block of North
Main Street.
4:20 pm: Officers responded to a reported
collision in the 1400 block of South Main
Street.

September 12

September 15

11:20 am: ANDERSON, Daniel (37) of
Willits was contacted in the 1200 block of
Locust Street and arrested pursuant to an
active Mendocino County Probation hold.

9:15 am: Officers responded to a
reported burglary to a business in the 400
block of North Main Street.
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Above, from top down: Johnson’s Quality Tree Care
works to remove the diseased tree from the Bennetts’
front yard.

September 14

3:20 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person report in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.

6:40 pm: Officers initiated a mental
health commitment in the 1600 block of
South Main Street.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

11:45 am: HOLLAND, Mark (46) of
Willits and NEAGLE, Richard (30) of Willits
were contacted in the 200 block of South
Main Street. Holland arrested pursuant
to 11550(a) HS (Drug Use), and Neagle
was issued a citation pursuant to an active
Mendocino County warrant.

9:30 pm: Officers responded to a reported
disturbance in the 100 block of North
Main Street and subsequently contacted
PHILLIPS, Justin (19) of Willits. During
their investigation, it was alleged Phillips
had assaulted the victim. Phillips was
placed under arrest pursuant to 273.5(a)
PC (Domestic Battery causing Injury).

2:30 pm: LOPEZ, Lila (27) of Willits
was contacted in the 100 block of Wood
Street and placed under arrest pursuant to
11550(a) HS (Drug Use).
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Read the rest of
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CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

239 South Main Street - Willits

Art

Circle Time

Outside Play

American Sign Language
Snacks

Inquiry Based Learning

Group Activities
Spanish

Infant Care

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

Preschool #233008715

&

THE MAGNIFICENT
TRANSCENDENCE
SEVEN
(PG 13) 2 hrs

Over on Page 6
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707-459-NOYO (6696)
www.noyotheatre.com

Coming
Soon:
VIDEO GAMES
ON THE
BIG SCREEN
Miss
Peregrine’s
Home
EVERY
FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

(PG13) 2 hrs 13 mins
Fri:
5:15 & 8:15pm
Sat/Sun:
2:15, 5:15 & 8:15pm
Mon-Thurs:
4:15 & 7:15pm

Friday
4/25 Grand Budapest
Hotel Movie
for Exceptional
Children
thru
9/29
MovieTimes
Timesfor
for9/23
4/18
- 4/24
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www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

Infant #233008719

57 East Commercial Street - Willits

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

RIO2
STORKS
in 2D & 3D
(PG)(G)
1 hr1hr
3245mins
mins
Fri:
(2D) 3:30, 5:40 & 7:50pm
Sat/Sun:
(3D) 12:45 & 3:00pm
(2D) 12 noon, 5:40 & 7:50pm
Mon-Thurs:
(2D) 3:30, 5:40 & 7:50pm

THE LIGHT
CAPT.
AMERICA:

Winter Soldier
BETWEEN
OCEANS
13)Selection
2hr 16minsH
H Film (PG
Club
—One Week Only—
(PG13) 2 hrs 13 mins
Fri: 4:00 & 7:00pm
Sat/Sun:
1:00, 4:00 & 7:00pm
Mon-Thurs:
4:00 & 7:00pm

This Week’s
Week’s Tightwad
TightwadTuesday
TuesdayTitles
Titlesare
arein
inRED
RED-- All tickets: $5
$5
This
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The rest of

Main Street

The rest of

From Page 1

presented the revised designs based
on feedback from the council during
its June 7 meeting. The revisions were
made available to the public on Sunday,
September 11, when the full agenda packet
was posted on the city council website.
Duley explained it was important
to obtain approval soon “so we can
continue our efforts to enter in cooperative
agreement with Caltrans, getting a better
understanding of what costs go with what
party and what those costs are.”
“Tonight is a very important step as we
go about redesigning Main Street,” he said.
Duley and the council emphasized that
while striping designs could always be
changed, it was the hardscaping – bulbouts and elevated medians – that needed
to be finalized for Caltrans’ review.
“We have flexibility with the striping,”
Councilwoman Holly Madrigal said. “Paint
is cheap. But for the hardscape, if we do
want physical [raised] medians, that needs
to be decided tonight.”
Upon Mayor Bruce Burton’s suggestion,
Duley presented the plans in three separate
sections, stopping between sections for
input from both the council and the public.
The first section looked at the stretch
of Main Street from the Highway 20
intersection north to Alameda Avenue.
Based on concerns raised by Carl
Magann, chief of the Little Lake Fire
Department, and Dave Watts of Sanhedrin
Nursery, it was agreed there would be no
trees planted in the median between Oak
and Alameda, as shown in the plans.
As a matter of fact, the plan would be
changed to include no trees in the median
for the entire one-and-a-half mile of the
Main Street corridor, as such trees were
deemed to represent a significant barrier to
emergency vehicle maneuvering as well as
a detriment to visibility for large vehicles.
The rest of that section will be left as
planned, including dedicated center-turn
lanes at both intersections, a 116-foot-long
raised median, and bike lanes on both
sides of Main Street.
The second section, from the Alameda
intersection to East San Francisco Avenue,
particularly the 120-foot-long raised
median near Mariposa Market and the
Pepperwood Hotel, was also discussed at
length. In the end, it was decided to break
up the median to allow a left-hand turn in
and out of the hotel.
As suggested by Tom Mann, owner of
Brickhouse Coffee, the council agreed to
change the planned east-west crosswalk
at Monroe Street (directly across from
Mariposa Market) to an offset crosswalk to
improve pedestrian visibility. The planned
pedestrian barrier in the middle of the
crosswalk will be changed to, as Duley put
it, “something that collapses rather than
crushes” if a vehicle were to hit it.
It also was agreed the East San
Francisco intersection needed only one
Main Street crosswalk, and the one added
in the plans would be removed.
Perhaps the most significant change to
the Main Street plans is the reinstatement

WPD

From Page 4

[and a left] turn pocket onto Commercial.” September 16
It was suggested that another turn
5:15 am: Officers responded to a reported
pocket be added at the Mendocino Avenue vehicle theft in the 300 block of Mill Street.
intersection, which, according to Duley,
9:30 am: Officers recovered a stolen vehicle
would result in losing three to four parking from the 700 block of Railroad Avenue.
spaces.
11 am: Officers responded to a reported
Losing on-street parking became a small theft from a business in the 800 block of
point of contention, though Duley noted South Main Street and, as a result, contacted
plans call for a small percentage of on- MCALLISTER, Dale (56) of Willits. McAllister
street parking reduction on Main Street was arrested pursuant to 488 PC (Petty Theft)
itself.
and 11550(a) HS (Drug Use).
“Under the current design concept,
11:55 am: Officers responded to a reported
we’re losing five parking spaces between theft from a business in the 10 block of Marcela
Commercial and Wood and eight parking Drive and, as a result, contacted TAFFI,
spaces between Wood and Valley,” Duley Brian (39) of Lakeport. Subsequent to their
said. “The consultants counted 160 public investigation, officers arrested Taffi pursuant
parking spaces within that stretch and to 487 PC (Grand Theft) and 594(b)(1) PC
we’re losing 13.”
(Vandalism).
Total parking loss in the downtown area,
1:55 pm: Officers initiated an identity theft
from the Main Street Plan as well as the investigation from the 100 block of East
associated but as-yet-unfunded Streets & Commercial Street.
Alleys Connectivity Study – which would
8 pm: Officers initiated a theft investigation
lose parking on Commercial Street and
from
the 200 block of North Main Street.
from the city parking lot off Van Street –
would be 20 percent, according to planner
The rest of
John Hykes, consultant for the Streets &
Willow From Page 5
Alleys study.
There seemed to be universal support September 15, the tree was brought down.
for the expanded and elevated crosswalk
“Casey only confirmed what John had said
connecting Van Lane, despite the fact it
before: The tree was very diseased and very
would remove Main Street access to the
dangerous to leave standing. We did what we
city parking lot next to Main Street Music.
had to do,” said Bennett.
Watts raised concerns about the number
As the limbs were removed and the interior
of new trees the plans call for planting,
of the stump was visible, a scary sight became
beginning his objections with a joke: “If you
obvious: The entire center of the stump was
buy all the trees from the nursery, I’ll sit
hollow. Bennett noted the Johnsons were able
down right now.”
to insert a 3-foot chainsaw bar directly down
“You have over 128 trees drawn in this the center of the stump, down past the ground
plan,” Watts said, noting the first five years level, with no resistance.
of a tree’s life is critical and only trained
Removing the southern tree has allowed a
professionals should maintain them during
bit of hope for the northern tree, which is still
that period. He worried about how the city
standing. While it shows some small signs of
was planning to water the trees.
problem areas, the Johnsons were able to
Watts also objected to the plan’s call help trim up the tree and allow sunlight and
for using what is called structural soil in new growth to reach out, hopefully helping it
planting the trees.
to grow strong, survive and not succumb to the
Structural soil “is 20 percent earth/dirt and same problems.
80 percent aggregate,” Watts explained. “It
The Bennetts hope to help keep the memory
was developed to put under hardscaping of the downed tree alive, however, as they
to get compaction for tree roots to grow in. saved about 10 healthy sprigs, which they plan
You do not put structural soil in planting to plant back on the property and to offer to the
holes. You use real earth, real dirt. Trees, neighbors in hopes of re-growing some of the
in order to become established, need real iconic trees for future generations to enjoy.
dirt.”
The council took Watt’s The rest of
Airport From Page 3
advice into consideration,
while noting the number of
REACH Base No. 18 – located at the Willits Airport, is
the trees marked in the plans
“the
busiest base in the whole system,” said Willits Airport
don’t necessarily represent
Manager
Dan Ramsey. Reach pilot Andrea Sacchetti, who
the number of trees the city
got
her
pilot’s
training during her time with the Coast Guard,
will be planting.
said: “We fly all the way from Oregon to San Francisco and
“The plan is to have out to Sacramento, depending on the needs of the patient.
irrigation running along the We typically cruise about 115 to 120 knots.”
sidewalks to maintain any
Ramsey helped organize the event and acted as MC for
new landscaping we may
the
day.
plant,” Duley said. “The goal
According
to Ramsey, the original airport used to reside
is to look to establish as many
in
the
valley,
before it was moved to its current location on
trees as appropriate, and we’ll
Poppy
Road
in
1964.
be working with local experts
“The original air strip was only 1,500 feet long,” Ramsey
to figure out what would be
the most appropriate way to said. “It was too short and it was in the fog, so they moved it
plant those trees and maintain up here and made it twice as long.”
them.”
The American Legion Post 174 color guard opened the
festivities with a flag ceremony.
Willits Lions Club provided burgers and hot dogs, and the
Willits Senior Center sold root beer floats.
Little Lake Valley Fire Department, Brooktrails Fire
Department and California Highway Patrol were also
Pamela Ivicevich on Shooter, and third to Danielle Barry represented at the event.
For more information about the Willits Airport, call 841on Rebel.
6252.
“Thank you to all of our wonderful helpers,” said Willits
Junior Horsemen’s Kathryn Baechtel. “We couldn’t have
done it without you.”

of a left-turn lane at West Valley Road,
which includes reducing the length of
the raised median on Main Street at the
intersection in front of the post office.
Several people among the public as well
as Mayor Burton complained about plans
to prohibit turning left from West Valley,
while others, including Pete Swanton of
Main Street Music and Video, argued in
favor of the plan.
“The two aspects of pedestrian safety
are exposure to traffic at crosswalks, and
much more than anything else, vehicle
speed,” Swanton argued. “If vehicles don’t
have a reason to slow down, then the
pedestrians are definitely at risk.”
Greta Kanne of The Book Juggler
devised a solution that seemed to placate
both sides.
“Instead of going with the big bulb-out
on the north portion of West Valley, keep
the width as it is,” Kanne explained. The
plan had called for nearly cutting in half the
width of the street to incorporate the bulbouts. “Add this little wedge [and] create
a pedestrian refuge. You can still have a
right-hand southbound turn and allow a left
turn onto Main Street.”
There was little complaint during the
meeting about removal of the center lane
between East Valley and Commercial
Street, although Madrigal acknowledged
she had heard a lot of concern from the
public.
“A lot of people are very much against
it,” Madrigal said. “When I tried to describe
what it was like, I mentioned Cloverdale.
Cloverdale no longer has a middle lane.
They said we’re not going to have as great
a drop-off of traffic as Cloverdale did.
“This is the issue where we may need to
wait and see what is doable,” she said. “We
could approve a plan that has no middle
lane, or approve a plan to keep it how it
is and stripe it differently after we can see
what traffic is like post-bypass.”
Burton voiced his support for no center
lane, citing a compelling personal reason.
“My mother got hit on Main Street,” Burton
recounted. “She walked past a car in the
center turn lane, in the crosswalk, and a
guy that was driving down Main Street ran
into her. I think when you just have the one
lane each way, yeah, you have to stop and
wait, but it’s a traffic-calming pedestrian
enhancement in itself. I am not convinced
we have to give preference to cars at every
intersection.”
Duley cited feedback from the charrette
process conducted in April and an online
survey conducted in March as among the
reasons for eliminating the center lane.
“We asked the question: ‘What would
you rather see: Maintaining street parking
for businesses or getting rid of the center
turn lane?’ What we heard was to get rid
of the center turn lane and maintain the
parking for local businesses. The bike lane
does not remove the on-street parking.
What the compromise is, is getting rid of
the middle turn lane.”
Duley reminded those in attendance that,
although the lane itself would be removed:
“You have a [left] turn pocket onto Valley

Furry Friends
Hoping for a Home

Congrats Column

Have well wishes to send? Want to recognize a
milestone? Send us a photo and few sentences – it’s
free! Send to willitsweekly@gmail.com

Gentle
Chance

Congrats | Showman Skills

Morgan Riley

Congratulations to Willits High School junior and
Willits FFA member Morgan Riley, who won Supreme
Congrats | Birthday Girl
Champion doe with her Boer goat Adrianne at the
Mendocino County Fair and Apple Show in Boonville last
weekend. Riley is photographed here with judge Jaylene
We want to wish a very Happy 2nd Birthday to Scott. Morgan also received Supreme Champion Market
Miss Emma Nadine Jones. Mommy and Daddy Goat with her goat, Rocky, at the Redwood Empire Fair
love you, Baby Girl!
held at the Ukiah Fairgrounds last August.

Emma Jones

Correction: Where to get tree collards

Congrats | Newlyweds

Jeremy & Genevieve

Jeremy Workman and Genevieve Bonnet
entered into wedded bliss on September 10,
2016 in Laytonville. A good time was had by all,
and they’ll live happily ever after!

Willits Weekly regrets the error that left out the
paragraph in last week’s story, “Tree Collards: Tasty, tall
and nutritious brassicas grow well in Willits,” that was
supposed to let readers know where they can get tree
collards in Willits.
Plants are available in Willits at Sparetime Supply
(208 East San Francisco Avenue; 459-6791) or
Sanhedrin Nursery (1094 Locust Street; 459-9009) or
from Richard Jeske at 459-5926.
Cuttings are available from Bountiful Gardens Seed
Company. Cuttings can be shipped anywhere in the
country, via priority mail and come with instructions
for rooting them. Visit Bountiful Gardens’ tree collard
cuttings page to order, and for more information about
the plant, including a video of Jeske talking about tree
collards and how to grow them. www.bountifulgardens.
org/products/VCO-3250.

Meet handsome
Chance -- the timid,
gentle 59.1 pound
giant. Chance is
a friendly fellow,
though he can
be quite shy and
nervous when he
first meets new
people.
Chance
would do best in
a home with no
small children, and
he must also do
a meet and greet
with any other dogs
you have before
being
adopted
– something we
always recommend.
Chance is looking
for a home where
he can feel comfortable, and get the love he needs to gain confidence.
The Ukiah Animal Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, and
adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10
am to 4:30 pm and Wednesday from 10 am to 6:30 pm. To view photos
and bios of more of the wonderful adoptable animals, please visit www.
mendoanimalshelter.com or visit the shelter. More info about adoptions:
467-6453.

Spunky
Debbie
Debbie is ready
for
adventure!
This 5-month-old
kitten is outgoing,
incredibly friendly,
and full of feline
spunk.
Debbie
loves
affection
and, if you let her,
will climb straight
into your arms for
cuddles and kisses.
She’s got plenty of
kitten energy and
could spend all
day chasing and
hunting her toys.
If you’re looking
for a devoted kitty
companion, you just
may have found her
in Debbie!
The
Humane
Society for Inland Mendocino County, where you can come visit, play
with and/or adopt Sammy or other dogs and cats, is open to prospective
adopters from 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through Friday, and from 11 am to
3 pm, on Saturday and Sunday. 9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley (right
down the street from the Broiler). Info: 707-485-0123 or hsimc@pacific.net
or visit www.mendohumanesociety.com.

Willits Junior Horsemen results
Final gymkhana in series and year-end totals

On September 10, the Willits Junior Horsemen held
their final event in the 2016 series. It included the single
stake race, California poles, cloverleaf barrels, skill barrels,
figure eight and back, and keyhole events.
The day’s winners of high point and reserve included
Canella Coleman on Red winning high point and Hazel
Cooke on Poppy winning reserve in
the 10 and under age group; Danielle
Barry on Rebel winning high point, and
there was a tie between Sierra Mayfield
on Zues and Samantha Arms on Callie
for reserve in the 11 to 13 age group;
Skylar Kendl on Summer winning high
point in 14 to 17; Carmen Coleman
on Cleo winning high point and Aura
Johanson on Mesa winning reserve
in 18 to 44, and Pamela Ivicevich
on Shooter winning high point and
Jennifer Irwin on Tess winning reserve
in the 45 and over age group.
High point winners received leather
roping reins, and reserve winners received a red saddle
blanket with a leather emblem on the corners. Mary Anne
Underhill of Underhill Western Craft made the awards.
Other competitors who participated in the day’s festivities
included Katelyn Germann on Cowboy, Alexandra Hundley
on Makin, Lisa Arkelian on Grey, Hunter Kendl on Mariah,
Callie Brown on Andy, Claire Case-Brackett on Evil,
Lindsey Decker on Lola, June Richmond on Cash, Debbie
Grinols on Bee, Julya Morganti on Taz, Lilly Unangst on
Ellie, and Ashton Weeks.
Two young riders also competed in some of the lead line
events: Champ Bolton and Tessa Klee were led along the
course on their horse with the assistance of an adult helper.
A separate jackpot barrels event was also held, where
competitors win cash prizes with a 50/30/20 split. First
place went to Claire Case-Brackett on Evil, second to
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Adding this event’s tallies to that of the other events over
the summer, overall winners are as
follows:

$100 Hot Seat Drawings

Champion Canella Colemen and
Reserve Champion Hazel Cooke in
10 and under; Champion Danielle
Barry and Reserve Champion Sierra
Mayfield in 11 to 13; Champion Skylar
Kendl in 14 to 17; Champion Carmen
Colemen and Reserve Champion Aura
Johanson in 18 to 44; and Champion
Jennifer Irwin and Reserve Champion
Bobbie Lippmann in 45 and over.

9-23 thru 9-25

9/23: Drawings 5-10pm
9/24: Drawings 2-10pm
9/25: Drawings 2-7pm

Champion awards were custommade belt buckles, and Reserve Champion awards were
custom-made bridle conchos.
Results provided by Kathryn Baechtel / Willits Junior
Horsemen
– Maureen Moore

Marc Komer

Legal Document Assistant

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,
Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

www.mendolegaldocs.com

459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

24 Hour 7 Days a Week

Emergency Service • Call Anytime

Tom Wake - Plumbing
Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties

Full Service Residential, Commercial

•Faucets & Tubs •Garbage Disposals
•Toilets
•Pipe Repairs
•Gas Lines
•Fixture Replacement

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

For Fast Service Call

707-391-4343

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

24/7
Lic: #884811
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Thursday, September 22
“Generations”: Last chance to see the Willits
Center for the Arts September show this weekend:
featuring three artists from three different generations:
Tristen Santana Cockrall-Castro, Morgan Rex and
Peter Onstad. Runs through Sunday, September
25. Gallery hours are now Wednesday through
Sunday, 11 am to 6 pm. More info: 459-1726 or www.
willitscenterforthearts.org.
Radio Debate on Measure AF: KZYX reporter Valerie
Kim and “Cannabis Hour” host Jane Futcher present a
pro/con debate on Measure AF, a voter initiative on the
Mendocino County ballot, on Thursday, September
22, on the Cannabis Hour, on KZYX Radio, 90.7 and
91.5 FM. The show will be rebroadcast, without the
call ins, on Wednesday, September 28 from 7 to 8 pm.
“Formerly known as the Heritage Act, Measure AF
seeks to regulate all aspects of the cannabis industry
in unincorporated Mendocino County. Speaking in
favor of Measure AF will be Hezekiah Allen of the
California Growers Association and county activist
Sarah Bodnar. Speaking against Measure AF will
be Supervisor John McCowen and environmentalist
Ellen Drell.”
Mendo Wildlife Volunteers: New organization meets
Thursday, September 22, 5 to 8 pm, at Harwood Hall,
44400 Willis Avenue,
Laytonville, with info
about what’s happening
to protect wildlife and
rescue
injured
wild
animals in Mendocino
County. Please bring
food to share. Call 707357-5693 or visit www.
mendowildlife.com
for
more info. Update: a
new “Wildlife Hotline” is
now open: Call with any
wildlife
emergencies:
984-MEND (6363).
Round Valley Indian Tribes California Indian Days
Celebration: Come join in for the fun at this drug- and
alcohol-free event. Thursday, September 22 activities
include a pageant at Hidden Oaks Park and Texas
Hold’em Tournament at the Buffalo Conference Room.
Both events begin at 6 pm. More info: 983-6126

Friday, September 23
Round Valley Indian Tribes California Indian
Days Celebration: Come join in for the fun at this
drug- and alcohol-free event. Friday, September 23
activities include the Co-Ed Softball tourney at 4 pm
at Hidden Oaks Park. They have 17 teams signed up
so far. Visit the “California Indian Days Co-Ed Softball
Tournament” page on Facebook for updates. Another
big event is the Round Valley Indian Health Center’s
36th annual Health Fair. Enjoy free admission,
everyone welcome! Friday, September 23 from 10 am
to 3 pm at the health center, Highway 162 & Biggar
Lane. Includes Walk/Run at 8 am, registration at 7:30
am. Opening prayer at 10 am. BBQ starts at 12 noon,
$1 plate includes steak, beans, salad, bread, corn
on the cob, & dessert; veggie option available. (No
take outs). Live music & entertainment. Free health
screenings: blood pressure, BMI, blood sugar, flu
vaccines, diabetic retinal screenings. Elder & disabled
bingo (55+) in the morning, with great prizes. Booths

What's Happening Around Town
from various organizations
and agencies. Mendocino
County Sheriff’s Office K9
demonstration, face to face
demo and fingerprints. Mud
Boggs at Hidden Oaks Park at
7 pm and a dance at the Hidden
Oaks stage from 9 pm to
midnight will complete the night.
Also, come enjoy carnival rides
at Hidden Oaks Park from 2 pm
to 10 pm. More info: 983-6126.
Lego-Palooza!: A two-day festival of Lego fun at the
Willits Library, Friday, September 23, 4 to 8 pm is Lego
Movie Night: a back-to-back movie marathon of Lego
movies! Saturday, September 24, from 11 am to 3 pm
is “It Takes a Village”: an afternoon of Lego creativity,
as everyone gathers to help us build our village. The
library has Legos, or you’re free to bring your own as
well. It’s going to be a Lego-Palooza! Be there, or be
“square!” Info: Benjamin MacBean, youth services
librarian, 459-5908.
Willits High School Football
Games: at WHS home field against
Clearlake on Friday, September 23.
JV game, with coach Billy Arms, 5:30
pm; Varsity game, with coach Mike
Colvig, 7:30 pm.
‘Red Hot Patriot’: opening night
is Friday, September 23 at 8 pm for
“Red Hot Patriot – The Kick-Ass Wit
of Molly Ivins” as presented by Mary
Burns, for a two-week run at Willits
Community Theatre. “The one-person
show celebrates the amazing wit and
power of the famed Texas political
satirist who for nearly four decades
poked fun at American foibles. Actress Mary Burns
brings her considerable talents to portraying the wit
of Molly Ivins after appearing on the WCT stage in
numerous acting roles over the years.” Directed by
long-time WCT veteran, Mike A’Dair, the show is a
second-stage production with limited sets and props,
while the focus draws on the work of one amazing
human being.” Performances continue Saturday,
September 24 at 8 pm, Sunday, September 25 at
2 pm, Thursday, September 29 at 7 pm, Friday,
September 30 at 8 pm, and Saturday, October 1 at
8 pm. $10.
Shanachie Pub: Self Fulfilling Prophecies. 5-piece
band featuring “Morgan Stocker (nacho the
stockrocker) Buckminster West and Bodhi Idarius, who
all grew up in Ukiah, formed a band, moved to Portland
and came back to
their
hometown.”
Elements of punk,
folk and rock, all
original compositions.
9 pm. No cover. Visit
www.myspace.com/
selffulfillingprophecies.
50 South Main Street.
Info: 459-9194.

Saturday,
September 24
Not
Just
Cowboy
Poetry:
Annual
fundraiser for the Willits
Library and Willits Daily
Bread out at the beautiful
Emandal-A Farm on a
River. Headliner this year
is the Queen of Boogie
Woogie piano, Wendy
DeWitt plus a thought-provoking, whimsical cowboy
poet, Dick Warwick, from the plains of eastern
Washington, and Dust in My Coffee, a cowboy band
from the foothills of the
Sierras. Tickets,
$25
in advance, $30 at the
gate; kids under 12 $15 in
advance; $20 at the gate,
include wood-fired brick
oven pizza by Kashaya
Adams plus apple pie
and ice cream. Tickets
at
brownpapertickets.
com, the Willits Senior
Center, Willits Center for
the Arts, Willits Library,
at the gate, or by calling
459-9252.Concert starts
at 3 pm; pizza from 2 to
3 pm and one hour after
the show; silent auctions
from 2 to 4:40 pm; live
auction at the end of
intermission. Come early;
stay late; bring a chair/
blanket and a picnic
if desired. VIP tickets
($125/person)
include
tasting of American craft distillery whiskey plus the
chance to meet and greet all the performers (2 to 3
pm). More info: http://emandal.com/not-just-cowboypoetry-2016.
‘Red Hot Patriot’: 8 pm for “Red Hot Patriot – The
Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins” as presented by Mary
Burns. 8 pm. Willits Community Theatre. See Friday,
September 23 listing for more details. $10.
Shanachie Pub: Jacob Green plays Saturday,
September 24 at 9 pm. No cover. “An acoustic, multistring player, and one man band, performing original
songs of blues/folk/grass style covers, on guitar, dobro,
banjo, ukulele & mandolin, while simultaneously
playing harmonica, stomp box
and foot tambourine.” Visit www.
jacobgreenmusic.com. 50 South
Main Street, behind Adam’s
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Self Fulfilling
Prophecies

Harrah Senior Center
serves lunch five days per
week from 11:45 am to 1
pm. 55 and older: $5.50
per meal; under 55: $7 per
meal. Includes soup, entrée,
vegetable, bread, dessert,
and drink. 1501 Baechtel
Road. Info: 459-6826.

‘Chronic Pain:
Beyond Pills & Potions’

Tuesday, October 4

The Avenues to Wellness series
presents a talk on “Chronic Pain:
Beyond Pills & Potions,” by Brenda
Flynn Clark, LCSW on Tuesday,
October 4 from 5:30 to 6:30 pm at
the Willits Center for the Arts, 71
East Commercial Street. Free to
the public; donations appreciated.
“What can you do to help
yourself? Communicating with
your healthcare professionals.
Understand the role that our body,
mind and support systems play in
how we experience pain. Becoming
an expert on your healthcare.
“Over 100 million Americans
have chronic pain, which is more
than Cancer, Heart Disease,
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Little Lake Grange Pancake Breakfast: 8 to 11 am,
Sunday, September 25 (and every 4th Sunday). “Join
your friends at the Grange Breakfast! $8 buys you a
plate of the best “scratch” pancakes & local farm eggs
to be found anywhere around. Our tasty breakfast is a
wonderful combination of comfort foods.… Choose our
Sourdough Wholegrain, Hank’s Famous Buttermilk
Pancakes or Gluten-free,
Beeler’s Quality Bacon,
Organic Local Farm
Fresh Eggs, Real Butter,
Juice, Organic Coffee or
Tea. Live music. $8; $7
seniors, $5 children under
10. Extra sides of Organic
Fruit and Amish Organic
Maple Syrup. Little Lake
Grange #670, 291 School
Street (2 blocks south of
Commercial, 1 block west
of 101).
‘Red Hot Patriot’: 2
pm matinee, Sunday,
September 25, Willits
Community Theatre. See
Friday, September 23
listing for more details.
$10.
Round Valley Indian
Tribes California Indian
Days Celebration: Come
join in for the fun at this
drug- and alcohol-free event. Sunday, September 25
activities include: Softball tourney at 8 am at Hidden
Oaks Park; a breakfast at the Buffalo Conference
Room at 9 am; gospel music at the Hidden Oaks Park
stage at 9 am; a salsa cook-off at the Round Valley
Senior Center at noon and a play day at the Hidden
Oaks Park rodeo grounds at 2 pm. More info: 9836126.

Monday, September 26

Vegan Potluck in Willits: Tuesday, September
27 from 4 to 6 pm at Willits Grange, 291 School
Street. “There’s an exciting new development in our
expanding vegan potluck community: a vegan potluck
group is starting up in Willits. With Willits joining
Laytonville as a gathering spot for your vegan
dining pleasure, there will now be more
opportunities for plant-based dining
and camaraderie than ever
before in Mendocino County”
– Jon Spitz, Laytonville.
Willits
High
School
Volleyball Games: at WHS
home court against Cloverdale
on Tuesday, September 27. JV
at 5 pm (coach Tim Miller), and
varsity at 6 pm (coach Jill Walton)
Auditions for “A Christmas Carol”:
Final two days of auditions for the
Willits Community Theatre production
of the classic Charles Dickens story. Tuesday,
September 27 at 7 pm, and Saturday, October 1 at
noon. Director Dawn Jacobs is seeking five men and
two women, 20s to 60s, and two boys and a girl about
10 years old. Auditions are scheduled at the WCT
Playhouse, 37 Van Lane. Call director Jacobs at 5486225 for more info.
Shanachie Pub: Sista Otis, “Singer/Emcee/
Songwriter/Performer Extraordinaire whose sound
was born in Detroit and raised in New Orleans” playing
as a duo, joined by Skye
Berns, harmonica player. 8
Sista Otis
pm. No cover. Visit: www.
reverbnation.com/sistaotis.
50 South Main Street. Info:
459-9194.

Wednesday,
September 28
Radio Debate on Measure
AF: KZYX re-broadcast of
pro-con debate on Measure
AF, formerly known as the Heritage Initiative.
Wednesday, September 28 from 7 to 8 pm. See
Thursday, September 22 listing for details.

Free Pancakes for National Lumberjack Day:
Lumberjacks Restaurant in Willits is celebrating
National Lumberjack Day, Monday, September 26,
with a free short stack of pancakes – “a lumberjack’s
or lumberjill’s favorite food” – for everyone who says “I
love lumberjacks!” inside the restaurant before 11 am.
The restaurant, located at 1700 South Main Street, is
also encouraging diners to dress like lumberjacks and
lumberjills. Info: 456-0300.

Thursday, September 29

Tuesday, September 27

Shanachie Pub: Dennis Chrisp & Friends play
Thursday, September 29 at 8 pm. “The show will
feature many local talented musicians coming
together for a night of original, improvised, and rare

Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All
2D movies that are in their second week are $5
on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all ages, all

Willits High School Volleyball Games: at WHS
home court against Fort Bragg on Thursday,
September 29. JV at 5 pm (coach Tim Miller), and
varsity at 6 pm (coach Jill Walton)
‘Red Hot Patriot’: 7 pm for “Red Hot Patriot – The
Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins” as presented by Mary
Burns. 8 pm. Willits Community Theatre. See Friday,
September 23 listing for more details. $10.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

and Diabetes combined! Yet
suffering with chronic pain is often
a frustrating, overwhelming and
lonely experience. Besides seeing
our doctors for medications, how
else can we help ourselves? What
resources can help us to achieve a
meaningful life, despite our chronic
pain?

DEADLINE FOR
WILLITS
WEEKLY:
Monday prior
to Thursday
publication

‘Red Hot Patriot’: 8 pm for “Red Hot
Patriot – The Kick-Ass Wit of
Molly Ivins” as presented by
Mary Burns. 8 pm. Willits
Community Theatre. See
Friday, September 23 listing
for more details. $10.
Shanachie Pub: John
Underwood & Friends, “a
multi-instrumentalist solo artist
from Reno, NV with an unusual
setup. He’s placed six instruments
around him all running into a loop pedal,
so he can create a full folk band sound live in front
of the audience with banjo, acoustic guitar, trumpet,
trombone, bass, and an acoustic style drum setup
with cajon, washboard and some cymbals.” Plus
several friends playing, too. Friday, September 30
at 9 pm. No cover. Visit www.reverbnation.com/
banjohnunderwood. 50 South Main Street. Info: 4599194.

‘Red Hot Patriot’: 8 pm for “Red
Hot Patriot – The Kick-Ass Wit
of Molly Ivins” as presented
by Mary Burns. 8 pm. Willits
Community Theatre.
See
Friday,
September 23 listing
for more details. $10.

Sunday,
October 2
Hawaiian Slack Key
Guitarist:
Willits
Community Theatre
presents Hawaiian
slack key guitarist
e x t r a o r d i n a i r e , Patrick Kahakauwila
Patrick Kahakauwila Kamaholelani Landeza
Kamaholelani
Landeza, playing “traditional Hawaiian music with a
Berkeley twist.” Sunday, October 2 at 2 pm at WCT
Playhouse, 37 Van Lane. Advance tickets, $15, are
available in person at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street;
online at brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 24/7 at
1-800-838-3006. Tickets will also available at the door
until sold out. See article elsewhere on Calendar page
for more details.

Saturday, October 1
5th annual Ranch Rodeo: set for Saturday, October
1 at the Willits Frontier Days rodeo
grounds. Come watch real-life
cowboys and cowgirls in teams of
three show their skills in on-the-ranch
tasks including horse calf branding,
ranch doctoring, team sorting, dalli
calf roping and trailer loading. Checkin will begin at 9 am and the event
will start at 10 am. The Calcutta
auction will be held at the beginning
of the event; spectators can bid/bet on
which team will win and enjoy a 30/70
split of the proceeds if their team
wins. The barbecue cook-off will also be held during
the event; tasting tickets are $10 each; entry fee to
compete in the cook-off is $75. Admission to rodeo
is free of charge. Fun Kids Dummy Roping Event
at 2 pm. Ranch Rodeo and barbecue cook-off entry
forms are available online at http://willitsfrontierdays.
com/yearround.html and must be postmarked by
September 23. Questions? Willits Frontier Days at
272-5395 or Robbie Burgess at 489- 0476.
Auditions for “A Christmas Carol”: last audition
is set for Saturday, October 1 at noon at the WCT
Playhouse, 37 Van Lane. See Tuesday, September
27 listing for details.
“Scare Yourself Silly”: October fun at the Willits
Library, 390 East Commercial Street, starting
Saturday, October 1, 2 to 4 pm in the community room
for a showing of “Hotel Transylvania.” More scary
movies Oct 15, 22 and 29.

The Kick-Ass Wit of
Molly Ivins
Opens Friday, September 23

Hawaiian Slack Key
Guitar Concert
Sunday, October 2

Hawaiian slack key guitarist extraordinaire, Patrick Kahakauwila
Kamaholelani Landeza, will perform at Willits Community Theatre on
Sunday, October 2 at 2 pm. Winner of numerous awards, including the
prestigious Na Hoku Hanohano Award, considered Hawaii’s equivalent
to the Grammy, Landeza is widely recognized as a leading exponent of
ki ho’alu, or the slack key style. This engaging style was developed by
Hawaiian cowboys in the 19th century when they loosened – or “slacked”
– their guitar strings for a lower, more resonant sound.

“Red Hot Patriot – The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins” as
presented by Mary Burns opens for its two-week run at
Willits Community Theatre on Friday, September 23. The
one-person show celebrates the amazing wit and power of
the famed Texas political satirist who for nearly four decades
poked fun at American foibles. “An authentic rendition of
Ivins’ life, drawn in part from her incisive and often funny
opinion columns, and performed on stage in the form of
Mary Burns, above, plays Molly Ivins, incoming AP News bulletins, along with multi-media photos,
below.
sound and music. Burns brings her considerable talents
to portraying the wit of Molly Ivins after appearing on the
WCT stage in numerous acting roles over the years. She
says she was drawn to the Ivins material mainly out of
her love for the columnist’s brilliant use of humor in writing
about the outrages of her times, from racism to cynicism,
and inequality.” Directed by long-time WCT veteran, Mike
A’Dair, as a “second-stage” production with limited sets and
props. Performances are on Friday, September 23 at 8 pm,
Saturday, September 24 at 8 pm, Sunday, September 25 at
2 pm, Thursday, September 29 at 7 pm, Friday, September
30 at 8 pm, and Saturday, October 1 at 8 pm. Advance tickets
are $10 for all shows and available in person at Mazahar, 38
South Main Street; online at brownpapertickets.com; or by
phone 24/7 at 1-800-838-3006. Tickets will also available at
the door until sold out.

Got fruit or veggies to donate?
The Grateful Gleaners are looking for gardeners who
have more produce than they can use. We harvest your
excess and deliver the bounty to Willits Community
Services & Food Bank, Willits Daily Bread, the Kids
Club, Nuestra Alianza and other local agencies that
serve our community.
Please call 367-9759 and leave a message with your
name, phone number, the types of fruit, vegetables or
nuts you have, and when you think they will be ready (or
if the produce needs to be picked right away). Please
note that we only take produce that is not sprayed with
pesticides or herbicides. Dormant oil sprays and other
non-toxic pest and weed control substances are OK.
– submitted by the Grateful Gleaners

– Steve Hellman, for WCT
Born and raised in Berkeley to Hawaii-born parents, Landeza studied
slack key from masters like Cyril Pahinui, Ray Kane, and Dennis
Kamakahi. Not only is Landeza considered one of the top slack key
Saturday, September 24 at the Mateel
performers around, he is also a musical bridge between Hawaii and
On Saturday, September 24, the Humboldt Hills Hoedown is celebrating its 12th year of
California. He has released eight albums and tours widely.
Bluegrass & Beyond with music on both the indoor and outdoor stages at the Mateel Community
Landeza has been producing Hawaiian concerts for more than 20 Center in Redway. Featured artists this year are the Indie Folk–pop band, The Shook Twins;
years, and teaches slack key guitar in music camps and classes around country rockers, Curly Wolf; hard-driving California honkytonkers, Miss Lonely Hearts; hill country
the country. He has become northern California’s – if not much of the blues band, Hillstomp; Midnight North, The Pine Needles, Laura Benitez & The Heartache, Hot
West Coast’s – go-to man for all things related to Hawaiian music. In his October, Jesse Daniel & The Slow Learners, Three Times Bad, Cliff Dallas & The Death Valley
own words, he plays, “Traditional Hawaiian music with a Berkeley twist.” Troubadours, Way Out West, Hicktown Homeboys, April Moore & Ranch Party, The Real Sarahs,
and more! The Humboldt Hills Hoedown will also feature a lively kid corral, mouthwatering BBQ
His show at WCT is sure to be an unusual treat. Advance tickets are dinners, a cakewalk, backwoods betting games, and a whole lotta country fun – including a bar
$15 tickets and available in person at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street; for 21 and over. Great live bluegrass, country blues, folk and country rock all in an early fall day!
online at brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 24/7 at 1-800-838-3006.
Come enjoy! Doors open at high noon with music ‘til midnight. All ages. Advance tickets at www.
eventbrite.com; info: visit www.mateel.org
Tickets will also available at the door until sold out.

12th annual Humboldt Hills Hoedown

“Brenda is a Clinical Social
Worker and Psychotherapist with
over 20 years of experience working
with people with a variety of chronic
illnesses, disabilities, pain and
life limiting conditions. She has
a private practice in Ukiah. She
also consults with local hospices,
community resources, doctors and
the Red Cross.” Info 456-9676 or
Brenda Flynn Clark
visit avenuestowellness.org

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Willits Photography Club at WCA: The 15th annual
show featuring photographic artwork by members of
the Willits Photography Club will open with a public
reception Friday, September 30, from 7 to 9 pm, with
music, snacks and wine. “Members Hour” from 6 to
7 pm, includes a talk by the artists. Show will run
through October 30; gallery hours are Wednesday
through Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. Info: 459-1726.
Visit http://willitscenterforthearts.org/ for more info,
including how to become a WCA member.

Willits Youth Football & Cheer Game 4: The WYF
Cougars face the Middletown Colts at this home game
at the Willits High School field, on Saturday, October 1.
Game start times: Peewee 4 pm; JV 5:30 pm; Varsity
7 pm. Visit “Willits Youth Football and Cheer” page on
Facebook to keep up with Youth Football happenings.

Red Hot Patriot

Week of September 26
through 30
Monday: Hot Dog/Bun
Tuesday: Tuna Sandwich
Wednesday: Chef Salad
Thursday: Hamburger/Bun
Friday: Turkey and Stuffing
(Birthday Lunch)

‘Hell or High Water’

Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality attenuated
by the wisdom of the imagination.

Sunday, September 25

Friday, September 30

showings. This week’s Tightwad movie: “The Light
Between Oceans.” For showtimes: www.noyotheatre.
com. 57 East Commercial Street. 459-6696.

Senior Center
Lunch

COLUMN | At the Movies

The Story: Wide open, small-town,
concealed-carry Texas. Folks are poor
but mostly OK. The Howard brothers,
Tanner and Toby (Ben Foster and Chris
Pine), cruise the dusty cattle country and
rob little banks. Texas Ranger Marcus
Hamilton (Jeff Bridges) means to catch
them. Like Jesse James who came before,
the brothers want
Daniel Essman to save their
Columnist
ranch and what
few skinny cattle
they’ve got left. They need to pay off a
sleazy, parasite bank which is doing
what banks are good at and that is use
contracts and cunning offers to cheat
folks out of their land.
My Thoughts: I loved this movie. A solid
story that’s mostly unpredictable. Great
acting. Quirky and believable characters
with no real bad guys, just two mostly
decent brothers who’ve done a lotta
losing and are just trying to even out the
game ... and ... well ... it’s a genre of film
that suits the times. This flick has action
and violence, but it’s not action porn, nor
is it violence porn.
Parents: Teens and up. It’s R-rated, so
it’s not really for kids. One blurry sex
scene which is not much. One particularly
graphic shooting. Also, adults behaving
unpredictably and violently which I
believe confuses and frightens children.

Round Valley Indian Tribes
California
Indian
Days
Celebration: Come join in for the
fun at this drug- and alcohol-free
event. Saturday, September 24
activities include: Softball tourney

at 8 am at Hidden Oaks Park; the Indian Days parade
at 11 am; a horseshoe tournament at Hidden Oaks
Park at 3 pm and a blackberry pie contest at the
Hidden Oaks Park barbecue area at 2 pm. Also, come
enjoy carnival rides at Hidden Oaks Park from 1 pm to
9 pm. More info: 983-6126.

moments in acoustic music.” 50 South Main Street,
behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
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Round Valley Library begins

‘1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten’
On September 21, the Mendocino County Library
Round Valley Branch launched the “1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten” program, which sets children on the path to
success … one book at a time.”
Round Valley families are invited to join the “1,000 Books
Before Kindergarten” program at the Round Valley Public
Library in Covelo. The 1,000 Books program is a nationwide
challenge that encourages parents and caregivers to
regularly read aloud to their children. By reading just one
book a night, families can reach the 1,000 book goal in
three years and provide their children essential early
literacy skills.

Coastal Cleanup Day
Volunteers lend a hand to clean up the Willits area

Seven years ago John Sherman, building inspector
and code enforcer for the City of Willits, was frustrated
that the creek banks in Willits were being taken over
and trashed by homeless encampments and Willits
citizens dumping their trash. “The river banks are our
beaches,” he explained.
Sherman wanted to make a difference in his town
and decided to join the California Coastal Cleanup
Day – that usually takes place
Ree Slocum
only on the coast – but do the
Features Writer
cleanup in Willits, believing
ree@willitsweekly.com
that a lot of the waste left
along the creeks makes its way to the rivers, and
then the ocean. Sherman did say he noticed that
once the encampments were clean, they didn’t get
used and trashed as often, and that “community
members took more pride in their town.”
Volunteers have poured out each time a cleanup
was announced. In late May of this year, the river
banks were trashed more than usual, and Sherman
organized an early 2016 cleanup day where 7.1 tons
of trash were collected by 25 community members
and taken to the Solid Waste transfer station.
Wanting to mix it up and hit other areas that needed

attention, Sherman showed volunteers a map he
created of the trash hot spots. Six dedicated people
showed up at 8 am Saturday morning and, working
in pairs, chose places along 101 and a few of the
creek banks to clean up.
Bringing his first load, Jerry Albright had his truck
and trailer already filled. He and his friend Ela
Jaszczak had been to Tomki Road where it crosses
Tomki Creek the day before, and they had filled his
truck bed with 800 spent butane canisters. Trying to
figure out where so many had come from and why
they were just dumped, he was informed that butane
is used to make a marijuana-based substance called
“butane hash oil,” “wax,” or “honey oil.” A lot of
anger and frustration was expressed about the huge
operation that cooked the butane hash oil, putting
everyone at risk for fire this time of year. How much
of that type of trash is lining other river banks in less
accessible areas?
Four people took to Highway 101: Hollis Rose
and Gary Owen on the south end, and Jerry Albright
Read the rest of

Cleanup

Photo by Jerry Albright

Above: Some of the 800 spent butane canisters collected by Jerry Albright
and Ela Jaszczak from Tomki Creek on Friday.

Over on Page 15

Counterclockwise from top right:
Jerry Albright with one of the 800
butane canisters collected Friday
from the banks of Tomki Creek.
Dan Lowden picks up trash from
the blocks surrounding his Willits
home every week, while walking
his dogs. A map that John Sherman
made of the hot spots for this year’s
Coastal Cleanup in Willits. John
Sherman checks in volunteers Chris
Harper and Greta Kanne, while
Gary Owen, Hollis Rose and Jerry
Albright organize their part in the
trash collection. Volunteer Hollis
Rose reaches for trash way under the
trees. Volunteer Gary Owen picks up
trash with his gloved hand off south
Highway 101.

Photos by Ree Slocum

Research shows that the most reliable predictor of school
success is being read to during early childhood. Reading
to children from an early age can increase vocabulary and
prepare children to enter kindergarten with the skills they
need to succeed. Most importantly, sharing books with
children promotes a lifelong love of books and reading.
The 1,000 Books program is available to all Round
Valley families with children between the ages of birth and
5 years. Parents must be library cardholders to participate.
For more information, visit the Round Valley Public Library
or call the library at 983-6736. The library is open 10 am to
5 pm, Tuesday through Saturday.
Library cards and the 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
program are free of charge.
– submitted by Elizabeth Popowski,
Mendocino County Library

CalFresh match
up to $30
at farmers markets

Submitted by Stephanie Logsdon, NCO
Community members receiving CalFresh/EBT, formally
known as “Food Stamps,” can now receive up to $30
free in fresh fruits and vegetables at farmers markets in
Mendocino and Lake counties. This is up from a previous
$15 match. This “Market Match” program is a win-win-win
situation, because our neediest community members can
access more fresh local food, our farmers are able to sell
more produce, and our tax dollars return to the community.
Market Match increases food security in the community
by providing a dollar for dollar match for CalFresh users
at local farmers markets. For example, when you spend
$15 of CalFresh at the market on eligible food items, you
can receive $15 of Market Match to spend on fruits and
vegetables. Up until now, the maximum match amount has
been $15 to $20 depending on the market. However, just in
time for the peak season at our local farmers markets, the
maximum match has been increased to $30 for the months
of September and October.
“Mendocino and Lake county markets have over
$25,000 in fresh fruits and vegetable incentives to
distribute to CalFresh customers before April 2017,” says
Stephanie Logsdon, Market Match coordinator at North
Coast Opportunities. “This abundance of incentive money
from a federal grant and local funds is giving new CalFresh
shoppers the opportunity to come experience the farmers
market and get twice as much healthy food for their family,
as well as give a boost to those already using the program.”
CalFresh customers are encouraged to take full
advantage of the $30 match by purchasing in bulk to
preserve the bounty for the winter months. Canning
classes for CalFresh recipients are being planned to teach
the skills of food preservation with produce purchased with
Market Match.

Frank Howard Memorial
Hospital to open

community
pharmacy
By CIci Winiger, for HMH
In its continuing effort to address the community’s health
needs, Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital is opening a
new retail pharmacy in early fall. Located at 3 Marcela
Drive on the hospital campus, the new Howard Pharmacy
will be open to the community Monday through Friday from
9 am to 5 pm.
In the past, the hospital has only been certified to
fill prescription medications for patients while they are
being seen inside the hospital. With the new community
pharmacy, HMH will now be licensed to fill prescriptions to
the public as well. In addition to prescriptions, the pharmacy
will also sell over-the-counter medications and medical
supplies. They will accept all major insurance companies
and plans, including Medicaid and Medicare Part D plans.
Customers will be happy to see a familiar face at the
new pharmacy: Carrie Winter, whose family used to own
the Willits Rexall pharmacy, will be the retail pharmacist.
Winter earned her degree in 2000 from the University of
the Pacific. She brings a long history of working in this
community and hopes to use what she learned from the
family business: to treat customers like family and do
everything you can to give them the best service.
“I started working in Rexall when I was 7 years old,
manning the cash register,” she recalls. “That instilled in me
a love for this profession and also a love for this community.
I got to know so many different people,” she explains. “Now
with 16 years of experience as a pharmacist and having
lived here for most of my life, I feel like this is home and I’m
really helping my friends and neighbors.”
For a small fee, the new pharmacy will also offer delivery
service within Willits city limits. Winter says their goal is
to make it as convenient as possible for customers. “We
strive to deliver the same great care that HMH is known
for. Our employees live here, so they will see familiar faces
and still get that high level of customer service.”
The pharmacy is also applying for a 340B Drug Pricing
Program, which enables health care organizations that care
for underserved people to purchase outpatient prescription
drugs at discounted prices. Under this program, patients
who are uninsured and qualify under HMH’s financial
assistance program may be eligible for prescription
discounts.
“This was one of the big reasons why adding a community
pharmacy was such an attractive idea for the hospital,”
explains Winter. “We can qualify for certain federal drug
discounts that no other pharmacy in town can qualify for.”
Another benefit is that in the future, patient information
will tie into HMH’s electronic medical records system. This
will allow the pharmacist to see all prescriptions that have
been prescribed to a patient during their hospital stay and/
or in any one of their affiliated clinics, so the pharmacist
can take into consideration all prescribed medications prior
to providing guidance to the patient.
“We are excited to provide this new service,” says Rick
Bockmann, HMH president and CEO. “With the opening of
the retail pharmacy, the clinic and the new hospital, we are
thrilled to be able to offer everything our community needs
to be healthy and stay healthy all in one campus location,”
Bockmann concludes.
The new pharmacy is scheduled to open this fall.
To establish with Howard Pharmacy and transfer your
prescription(s), call 456-3005. For providers seeking to
submit a prescription request for their patient, fax 4591092.

“The Market Match program at the farmers market has
helped me make sure that I have enough food to feed my
family,” says Connie Suarez. “CalFresh only goes so far;
the match allows me to breathe a little easier. And I love
serving my family fresh fruits and vegetables.”
The Willits Farmers Market is on Thursdays at City
Park, through October, from 3 to 6:30 pm. The Laytonville
Farmers Market is on Mondays at Harwood Hall from 2:30
to 5:30 pm.
For more information on Mendocino County farmers
market locations and dates, visit http://www.mcfarm.
org. For questions about the Market Match program or
to express interest in the food preservation workshops,
please call 462-1958 or email slogsdon@ncoinc.org.
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$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks!

Affordable Tutoring

English, Math, Test Prep,
Homework Support, Study
Skills. Maddie Armstrong
… 707 841-3106. Call to
arrange free consultation
and grade availability.

Algebra, Geometry
Tutoring, Test Prep
Mac Smith 459-MATH

Community HU Song

In our fast-paced world, are
you looking to find more
inner peace? Join us for
a Community HU Song,
Thursday, September 22,
at 6 pm at a new location:
Willits Center for the Arts,
71 East Commercial Street.
HU (pronounced hue) is a
simple, uplifting prayer or
mantra that can help you
experience divine love and
an inner calm. All faiths are
welcome. Sponsored by
Eckankar: Ancient Wisdom
for Today. Information?
Please call 972-2475 or
visit miraclesinyourlife.org.

Computer Help

Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business. PC
and Macintosh. Repairs
and configuration $40/
hr. Tutoring $20/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.com.

Devi’s Plant Sale

22 varieties of [easy care]
perennials:
Flowers,
Herbs, Sedums and wild
natives. Call for time and
directions: 707-459-6284.
If I miss your call, please
leave your name and
number, and I’ll call you.
State your number slowly,
twice. Thank you.

Drinking Water

Delivered to your tank.
1,000 gallons at a time.
Aquarian: 459-5680.

Duplex for Rent

Deluxe 2 bedroom, 2 bath
duplex in Brooktrails.
All appliances. Laundry
room, central heat & air,
garage. Incredibly nice. No
smoking, no pets. $900/
month plus $1,800 deposit.
Call 984-6479.

For Rent

Clean, 3-bedroom 2-bath
recently remodeled home,
laminate floors, pellet stove
& gas heat, indoor laundry
hookups, walk-in pantry,
Birch area of Brooktrails.
NS/NP, $1435 month plus
$1600 dep. 459-9458.

For Rent

Professional Office Space
for rent; various sized
offices. $1.00 per foot.
Madrone
Professional
Group. Call Margie at 4596874 or Megan at 9728776.

For Rent

3 bedroom, 1 bath home.
Fenced yard, garage,
beautiful country setting.
No smoking. $1,400/
month, $2,800 deposit.
707-984-6479.

Current Job Openings:
Health and Human Services Agency
Department Analyst II
Mental Health Clinician I & II
Mental Health Clinical Manager
Nutritionist
Social Worker III - V

Help Wanted
Kemmy’s Pies

Cashier, phone services,
and light kitchen duties.
P/T afternoons. Call Amy
at 707-513-6383

Help Wanted

Adventist Health Homecare
& Hospice Services Mendocino County. F/T &
P/T & Per Diem. RN’s and
PT’s needed. Call Trudy
H/R 456-3230.

House for Rent

$1,350 home in Brooktrails.
3 bedroom, 2 bath, fenced
yard, garage, appliances,
heat/ air, new carpet/ paint,
very clean, no pets, $2,700
deposit. 707-354-2298.

LGBT Running Club

Mendocino Front Runners,
a social LGBT running
club, has weekly fun runs
in Ukiah and Willits for gay
and lesbian runners and
walkers and their friends.
All levels welcome. Email
mendo.front.runners@
gmail.com
for
times
and locations, or see
our schedule of events
by entering the same
email address in Google
Calendar.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV’s and Trailers
$390 per month, includes
water & garbage. Close
to Safeway in Willits.
Call Rhonda (707) 3676178. See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Zibergirl.com
707-367-6182, Willits.

Vacationing?

Pet and house sitting
available. Dogs, cats,
horses, you name it;
in home or my home.
Veterinary
technician
experience.
Excellent
references. Call 707-3679319.

Volunteers Wanted

Frank Howard Memorial
Hospital is looking for
positive members of the
community to volunteer
in various departments of
the hospital. Hours: flexible
and can include weekends.
More info? Call 456-3245.

Volunteer
Opportunities

The Willits Senior Center
has many areas where
your expertise and talents
are needed. Front Desk,
Thrift Store, Dining Room,
Sunday Bingo, Sunday
Breakfast, Special Dinners,
Landscaping,
Garden,
Firewood. Come join our
team, call Deb at 707-4596826.

WCT Needs You!

Willits Community Theatre
needs you! We need set
builders, sound and light
operators,
costumers,
stage managers, actors,
painters. Call Mike A’Dair
at 459-1576 or email him
at michaeladair69@yahoo.
com

Get your ad
included next
week!

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.co.mendocino.ca.us/hr EOE.

707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

*See store for details

TRANSFORMING
ANGER, RESENTMENT,
DEPRESSION, ANXIETY
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City AF

the measure.
Drell told the council
she has read the 60page Measure AF and
has concluded it does not
“in any way provide the
environmental protections
for Mendocino County that I
have worked long and hard
fighting for.”

Back in
Business

Drell was also critical
of the zoning changes
she claims the measure
proposes for cannabis
cultivation.
Measure AF “opens up
every single zoning category
in the unincorporated areas
of Mendocino County to
commercial
agriculture,
which in this case includes
the cultivation of medical
marijuana,” Drell said. “And
it brings all the impacts of
commercial agriculture to
every single one of those
zonings – from suburban
residential to single-family
residential parcels, all the
way up to rangeland, even
open spaces and public
facilities.”

John’s Place offers
community a barstool at
cozy Main Street location
After almost two years of silent shakers and motionless
billiard balls, John’s Place owners Jeanne and Dan Chesser
are finally able to open the
Maureen Moore
doors once again and to
Graphics & Photographress
welcome the community back
maureen@willitsweekly.com
to their barstools – although
they’re now in a new location.
Since the fire of 2014 destroyed their original Commercial
Street location, John’s Place has been looking to reopen
and finally found a suitable spot: a small space in the
northwestern end of the Peter’s Sushi building complex at
the Main Street and East San Francisco Ave intersection.
Read the rest of

John’s Place

Over on Page 15
At top, from left: John-Hans Mrad
watches as Tawny Adams shoots pool.
Jeanne Chesser holds the pastel sketch
of the the couple done by Suzanne
Crocker. The beginning of the new
collection of patron photographs hangs
just below the fancy drinking pony
paintings at “Little” John’s Place.
Above: “Little” John’s Place owners
Jeanne and Dan Chesser stand with
assistant manager Juley Lynde and
bartender Shellie Revling in the new bar.
At far left: Bartender Shellie Revling
shakes up a drink from behind the new
bar. At left: Jeanne and Dan Chesser
smile for the camera in front of the
saved brass bell and new “Little” John’s
logo which adorn the bar back.
Photo by Maureen Moore

Beautiful
Boonville

Last weekend the annual Mendocino County Fair and Apple Show was held in Boonville and offered event-goers the
usual fun carnival rides and treats, exhibitor and information booths, agricultural, artistic and educational entries made by
locals, and youth and adult livestock shows. Produce is always a large focus at the Boonville fair; the Giant Pumpkin WeighOff and fruit and veggie display is always a testament to the agricultural abilities of Mendocino County. The California Wool
and Fiber Festival is also held in conjunction with the Boonville fair. Live demonstrations of handling and spinning wool can
be enjoyed as well as rows of colorful yarn, bags of fleeces, and completed work by talented knitters and crocheters. The
event also hosts the Apple Bowl football game, CCPRA rodeo, wine tasting, live music, a parade, sheep dog trials, a car
show, and much more. Mark your calendars to attend the 2017 event, usually scheduled for mid-September.
At top, from left: Rows
of colorful yarn, green
leafy produce and
apple-themed quilts
were on display at the
2016 Boonville fair.
At left, from far left:
Quilts, photographs
and other crafty entries
were displayed for
all to enjoy. A giant
pumpkin bearing a tag
“Mimi Wood 418.5”
also was adorned with
a first-place ribbon
in the Giant Pumpkin
Weigh-Off. Goats say
“hello” through – and
over – the fence.
Photos by Robin Pilatti

“The Key Is Within You”
“The Most Secret Part Of Yourself
Is The Heart Of Love”

Harold Klemp, “Spiritual Wisdom on Prayer,
Meditation and Contemplation”, p. 33

You are invited to an
Eckankar Worship Service
on September 25, 2016, 11 a.m.-Noon
The Hill House
10701 Palette Drive, Mendocino, CA
Free, non-denominational service.

Everyone welcome.
A Community Service by Eckankar:
Ancient Wisdom for Today

Questions? Call April, 707-972-2475
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Bernard
Kamoroff,
a Willits resident who
said he favors cannabis
legalization, agreed with
Drell’s assessments.
Measure AF, Kamoroff
said. “has little or nothing to
do with medical marijuana.
It has everything to do with
zoning and with changing
marijuana into the category
of agriculture, which puts
it in the ‘Right to Farm’
law. And as I understand
AF, it will enable people to
expand greatly the area of
the county where they can
grow marijuana.”
Kamoroff
compared
cannabis cultivation to the
cattle industry.
“Raising cattle is legal
in this county, but there’s
zoning laws that keep it out
of areas that are populated,
where the odors and the
problems stay away from
people,” Kamoroff argued.
“The same situation should
be with marijuana. Whether
you’re for or against it, the
point is, this measure will
open it up to just about
every area of the county.
Although it won’t be
allowed in the city of Willits,
[Measure AF] will allow it
to be grown right up to one
inch of the city limits.”
Jude Thilman, owner of
Dragonfly Wellness Center
in Fort Bragg, and member
of Yes on AF, resolutely
defended the measure.
“Measure AF was two
years in the making,
contrary to some people’s
assertions,” Thilman said.
“I was part of the process.
It involves stakeholders
from the tourist industry,
hospitality, construction, the
wine industry. We met with
county officials countlessly.
We met with the county
counsel. It is almost a
mirror image to the medical
cannabis regulatory safety
act passed by the state.”
Tim Blake, founder of the
Emerald Cup, blamed the
Mendocino County Board
of Supervisors’ failure to
draft a fully comprehensive
cannabis ordinance for the
very existence of AF.
“If [the board of
supervisors] were quick
enough to get this done,
we wouldn’t have to draft
Measure AF,” Blake said.
“We’re not doing anything
but trying to secure our
rights from this county.
Seventy-five percent of the
income from this county
comes from cannabis. Right
now people are leaving this
county; they’re moving to
Humboldt and Sonoma.”
While Drell admitted the
board of supervisors did
Read the rest of

The rest of
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Supes AF

not complete a regulation
ordinance in the time
planned for, she said: “They
are now scrambling and in
the process to meet that
goal and make it possible
to have a completed
ordinance by the end of
this year so Mendocino
County residents who are
cultivators and want to
compete in a legal open
market can be prepared to
do so this season.”
Joshua Keats, who
identified himself as “one of
the authors of the Heritage
Initiative,”
challenged
Drell’s
assertion
that
Measure AF fails to provide
adequate environmental
protections.
“There
are
strong
environmental protections
written into AF,” Keats
said. “While it does
mirror [California Medical
Marijuana Regulation and
Safety Act] guidelines,
there’s an added element
called the North Coast
Regional Water Board’s
Cannabis Program. The
requirements put out
in February of this year
regulate where you grow.
You can’t grow close to
watersheds; you can’t
grow on slopes; you can’t
deforest; your roads need
to be appropriate for traffic.
You can’t have run-off.
They do a very thorough
job. This is a government
agency; they work with
Fish and Game. That is a
requirement for a permit
for cultivation in measure
AF. That’s a very stringent
requirement.”
Thilman expressed the
importance of regulating
and legalizing cannabis
in a way that will help the
growing number of patients.
“We’re talking about
something that saves
people’s lives,” Thilman
exclaimed. “In the last
six months there was this
85-year-old woman who
had a tumor in her lung,
and they wanted to give
her chemo and radiation,
which she said would have
killed her. Instead, she used
only cannabis medicines
we provided her, and six
months later, UC San Diego
X-rayed her. You can look
at it, no tumor. It killed itself
from the inside out, which is
what cannabis does.”
Both
councilmembers
Holly Madrigal and Madge
Strong agreed they would
need to conduct more
research before making
a motion for or against
Measure AF.
“I don’t see it as the City
of Willits’ role on this issue
to say this is what [the
public] should be voting
on,” Madrigal said.
“I learned a lot more
tonight, and there are a lot
of strong arguments on both
sides,” said Strong. “I’m not
prepared to take a position
as a city councilmember
right now because I haven’t
done all my homework.
Given that, I would not
be comfortable endorsing
either position.”
Mayor Bruce Burton,
who remains completely
opposed to all cannabisrelated activity, provided
the opening statement from
his own “No on AF” letter.
“The City of Willits
acknowledges that federal
law pre-empts state, county
or city ordinances regarding
the cultivation and/or
distribution of marijuana.
Therefore, any action taken
by those bodies can only be
viewed as advisory and will
not protect any citizen who
engages in such activities
from enforcement actions.”

City AF

Documents

for

and

Over on page 15
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a less-restrictive position on marijuana
than that taken by the board of supervisors
in a still-being-drafted medical marijuana
cultivation ordinance.
The county’s cultivation ordinance is
being written to comply with California
Environmental Quality Act guidelines.
Measure AF will be on the November
8 ballot in competition with Measure AI,
the county’s medical cannabis business
tax ordinance drafted by the board of
supervisors. Both AF and AI need a simple
majority to pass. If they both get a majority of
votes, then the measure that gets the highest
vote total becomes law, and the other does
not.
If Measure AF loses, it is probable that
the county’s medical cannabis cultivation
ordinance, which the county has been
working on since April of this year, will be
adopted by the board of supervisors. County
staff has estimated the county’s cultivation
ordinance should become operational
by around February 1, 2017. However,
any lawsuit leveled against the county’s
cultivation ordinance would likely delay
implementation of the ordinance.
A statement approved by supervisors
explained why the board feels a “no” vote on
Measure AF is warranted. According to the
statement:
“1.) Measure AF is not needed because
the county is already drafting comprehensive
regulations that provide all state-approved
cannabis license types while balancing the
needs of our local communities, the natural
environment and our local economy;
“2.) If Measure AF passes, there will be no
public review process to identify or mitigate
significant environmental impacts;
“3. Measure AF reduces or eliminates
setbacks from neighbors that have been in
place since 2010;
“4. Measure AF eliminates the requirement
for wildlife exclusionary fencing and
eliminates all fencing requirements unless
the garden is visible from the public right of
way;
“5. Measure AF makes up to an acre of
cannabis cultivation a principle permitted
use in almost every zoning district;
“6. Measure AF allows thousands of new
cannabis cultivators on new cultivation sites.”
According to a September 20 press release
from the “No on AF Committee,” so far, seven
other community groups, organizations and
businesses have also announced opposition
to Measure AF.
The organizations include the Willits
Environmental Center, the Brooktrails
Township Board of Directors, the Board of
Trustees of the Mendocino County Office
of Education; the Peregrine Audubon
Society, the Mendocino County Fire Chiefs
Association, the Ukiah Daily Journal and the
Mendocino County Blacktail Association.
During
Tuesday
discussions
by
supervisors, 13 people rose to address the
issue. Of those, 12 either supported Measure
AF, or urged the board to remain neutral on
the question.
Crystal Ray, who described herself as
a Covelo teacher and environmentalist,
said: “I welcome AF because I believe it is
comprehensive legislation. When I read the
initiative, I actually cried. I believe, with every
cell in my body that this will separate the
good players from the bad players.”
Jeanine Coleman, a cannabis advocate
who has lived in Mendocino County for
12 years, disparaged the movement in
opposition to Measure AF. “I am concerned
that much of this meaningful dialog has now
degraded into a political spectacle, that a
small group of people have captured the
minds of many community organizations,
prompting them to use their leadership to
influence their community’s choices, and
votes, based on inaccurate information,
taken out of context, and without doing their
due diligence to understand the issues in a
comprehensive way.
“State cannabis regulation is complex,”
Coleman argued. “Measure AF cannot be
taken out of context. This policy is written to
be in accord and implemented with MMRSA
[the Medical Marijuana Regulation and
Safety Act, passed by the state Legislature
in September 2015] and the water board’s
cannabis cultivation and waste discharge
program, which mandates rigorous
environmental protection.
“Our county needs education and dialog on
this topic, not rhetoric and misinformation,”
Coleman said.
Fifth District Supervisor Dan Hamburg,
who recused himself from the dais but who
watched the proceedings from the audience,
also addressed his colleagues and urged
them to remain neutral on the issue.
“I think initiatives are a time-honored
tradition in California,” Hamburg said. “In this
case, 4,000 people got together to put this
on the ballot. I just think this would be a case
for the board of supervisors to really let the
people speak. In this process, you should
just let them decide which way they want to
go.”
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discussed at length by trustees.
According to board President
Christopher Neary, the “income
was higher than we thought, and
the expenses were less than we
thought,” resulting in a larger
surplus than expected.
“I’m pleased with this,” said
Neary. “This looks like we’re in a
lot better shape than this district’s
been in the last 15 years, maybe
20 years.”
WUSD Superintendent Mark
Westerberg said there are several
reasons why the state of the
budget has improved, including
eliminating unfilled positions from
expenditure projections; improved
energy costs from repairing solar
panel setups; and focusing on
“need-to-do” rather than “niceto-do” items first, to stabilize the
budget.
“This reflects closing out last
year very tight, starting this year
out tight, and figuring out where
we want to go,” said Westerberg.
“We pulled back on contracts, and
we made sure we cleaned up all
our line items.”
The new budget outlook is a
turnaround from assessments
made during spring of the last
school year. At a March 16
school board meeting where the
interim budget was discussed, it
was feared the district might be
operating at so deep a deficit over
the next two years that it risked
falling from “qualified status” and
into “negative status” and be taken
over by the state.
Westerberg said the new budget
will take the district out of and
above the qualified status as well.
While the board was happy
about the improvement in the
budget picture, Neary and others
did voice concern about the
discrepancy between what was
expected and the end results in
the actuals report.
“I think it’s important ... that we
make every effort to try and pay a
little more attention to make sure
we’ve got [an] accurate picture at
that particular point in time,” he
said. “We were worried last year,
and we were in much better shape
than we thought.… That’s all good
for starting anew and going off
in a new direction. But I think it’s
important the public has faith in the
accuracy [of the information].”
Willits Teachers Association
President John Haschak had particularly strong words about the
budget discrepancies (see a letter to the editor from Haschak, on
page 2), demanding an explanation as to why the overall surplus
ended up at almost $2 million according to the actuals report – 134
percent larger than the $880,000
surplus projected in the third interim of the last school year, and also
much greater than the 3 percent
minimum the district is required
to have in reserve, which he estimated at around $600,000.
He claimed the previous “doomand-gloom” assessment of the
budget in the spring had “tanked”
contract negotiations between the
WTA and the district.
“When did someone know that
the ending balance was going to
be so high?” he asked. “You know
you don’t get like a million dollars
extra above what you think you’re
going to get in the last two months
of the fiscal year. If you don’t know
you’re a million dollars over, there’s
a real problem with it, with what’s
going on.… When we’re not able
to get toner, and we’re not able to
get things for the classroom for our
students, it’s a crisis out there.”
Neary agreed the board needed
to “tighten up the numbers,” but
offered some explanations for
the discrepancies. For one thing,
he said, trustees had eliminated
purchasing two new school buses
when budget projections were
more bleak last spring, which
added over $700,000 to the
reserves.

Westerberg, who officially began
as superintendent in June, said
one of his primary objectives from
the beginning has been to clarify
where the district stands with the
budget.
“A lot of things have come
together, but my biggest goal is to
get our financial picture to where
we know where we’re at,” he said.
“My goal as superintendent is to
help you prioritize how we spend
the funding. But we have to get to
a base to know where we’re at.”
Westerberg and Neary said
the first interim budget report,
which will be assessed in early
November, should offer a clearer
picture about the budget for the
current school year.

Blosser Lane report

Three teachers from Blosser
Lane who attended the meeting
agreed with Haschak that teachers
at the school were frustrated
with
equipment
malfunction
problems, slow responses to tech
problems, lack of supplies, and
communication issues, among
other things.
“It’s just one problem after
another, and the teachers are not
being consulted about this at all,”
said Haschak.
“We started this year off really
positive and with a lot of hope,”
said Marian Lohne, who teaches
fifth grade at Blosser, “and over
the past two weeks, the energy at
our school has dropped because
of certain things that have been
happening. And that is really
disheartening.”
Westerberg said he was
not aware of some of the tech
problems at Blosser Lane, but
said that, overall, “tech’s been
pretty stretched, and let’s just say
they’ve had a rough start to the
year. That’s something I’ve got to
help them get through.”
He said he would work on
improving
communication
between principals, teachers and
other departments to help things
go more smoothly.
“A lot of this can be resolved
fairly simply,” he added.

Attendance up

In more good financial news
reported at the meeting, a rise in
attendance this year could also
improve the trajectory of budget
projections. While the district had
budgeted for 1,470 students, the
current count was 1,539 students
in attendance in the district, up
about 50 from last year.
Kindergarten attendance rose
from 118 to 154 to start the school
year, a trend that bodes well for
the future. Higher attendance in
the district leads to more funding
from the state.

Endorsements

Also discussed at the meeting
was the possibility of the board
taking positions on county Measure
AF, and the state Proposition 55,
both on the ballot in November.
Neary urged the board to
endorse a “no” position on AF, the
voter-based Heritage Initiative,
which puts in place a permit and
tax structure for all aspects of the
cannabis industry in the county.
He felt the measure’s regulations
and restrictions were too loose and
permissive, which could impact
schools and students negatively.
The board seemed to be leaning
towards endorsing a “yes” vote
on Proposition 55, which would
extend current tax increases on
those making $250,000 or more
put in place by 2012’s Proposition
30. That money is used to fund
schools and health care.
Official endorsements were
delayed on both issues until the
next school board meeting in
October so trustees can review the
language in the initiatives.
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While small and cozy inside,
the same spirit is felt – bartenders
laughing with customers and
serving drinks across the new bar,
and patrons laughing, clinking
glasses and racking and cracking
at the pool table.
“We’re calling it ‘Little’ John’s
Place now,” laughed Dan Chesser,
bar owner. “We’re excited to pick
up where we left off.”
Continuing the tradition of the
original location, Dan has started
rebuilding his collection of framed
photographs of loyal customers
that once lined the walls of the old
bar.
“We lost so many of the original
photos and pastel sketches in the
fire,” explained Chesser. “We had
them all the way back to the early
1980s, but we had, thankfully,
just taken several recent photos
that were still on the camera, so
we were able to reprint those and
have already hung them on the
walls of Little John’s.”

Senior Class Fundraising

Willits High School earns over $800 for 2017 class trip
The Willits High School senior class is $811 closer
to their goal of $20,000 to fund their 2017 end-of-theyear school trip.
Maureen Moore
“We just had a
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com
meeting to discuss
ideas about where we’d
like to go on the trip,” said student body president
Camryn Christensen. “We’re hoping to vote on Friday,
but some of the ideas that were being passed around
included a Giants game in San Francisco, heading
to Santa Cruz, doing the ‘Day in the Bay’ trip and
bay cruise many have taken in the past; there was

talk about Tahoe, a water park, maybe even Great
America? We’ll see!”
Several students came to the side yard of Les
Schwab Tire Center on Saturday to hold a rummage
sale with donated goods galore.
“We had some new faces show up to help with this
fundraiser,” explained Christensen. “It’s great that we
had a lot of participation from members of our senior
class.”
Read the rest of

Rummage

Over on Page 15

At top, left: Maria Sanchez, Miranda Wilson, Tia Lynn Grant, Isabel Gutierrez,
Jamie Johnstone, Rocky Boat, d’Artagnan Meek, and Camryn Christensen invite
customers to the sale. At top, center: Wilson showcases a pineapple pillow
that was for sale at the event. At top, right: David Hennings, Boat, Meek show
how fun shopping can be! Above: Lots of goods were available to buy at the
rummage sale. Below, left: Christensen poses in a sea of Christmas baubles.
Below, right: WHS seniors Meek, Grant, Wilson, Gutierrez, Christensen and
Boat pose on a couch that ended up being donated to the senior center.

The Chessers were able to
save one of the pastel sketches,
thankfully: one done some 30
years ago by then-local artist
Suzanne Crocker. The image is of
Jeanne and Dan. They were also
able to save a large metal bell that
hangs proudly behind the new bar
today, even with a large warp as a
result of the heat of the fire.
Additional artwork of some
fancy ponies, glasses in hand,
also hangs on the front wall over
the bar. The Chessers noted the
paintings were donated by Willits’
Mary Smith who thought they
would be a perfect addition to the
new space.

Photos by Maureen Moore
and Nancy Christensen

Willits High School

Athlete of the Week

Family members also worked
in the same building where ‘Little’
John’s Place is located now, back
when it was Leak’s Ice and Soda
Works. The family helped make
ice cream and worked the bottling
and syrup production lines.

Photo
by
Wayne
Waters

Photos by Jessie Rees

Cleaning up WHS

Special Day Class members spiff up the campus
Jessie Rees’ Special Day Class at Willits High School spent the day last Friday
cleaning the trash from the campus. “We spent the whole day cleaning the trash,”
Rees said, “from the football field to the “Welcome” sign in front of the school.
“We noticed the campus was looking a little trashed, so my class wanted to
clean it up,” Rees said. “The kids loved it, and we’ve decided to make it a monthly
event, to hold a campus beautification day around the 15th of each month.”
Rees said several staff members students took notice of the cleanup right away,
and thanked the group. “The fortune we found while cleaning – ‘Opportunities
surround you if you know where to look!’ was so fitting!” Rees concluded.

Dan Chesser owned a trucking
business, DWC Trucking, where
he hauled logs and such until
deciding to purchase John’s Place
in 1982.

Girls Soccer | Kiley Butler,
15, Sophomore
Position: Forward
Breakfast of Champions: Cereal
Love for the Sport: “I love the intensity of the sport.”
How Long Playing the Sport: Since kindergarten

Sophomore Kiley Butler was WHS girls varsity soccer
player of the week this past week. Kiley is our starting
striker this season and helped the team cinch a 7-1
victory against Kelseyville on Thursday night with an
At top: Cleanup crew members, from left, Jeff Behrens, Hanna Rodriguez, River Ramsing,
Carli Shockley, Jenna Wells and Martin Bravo. Left: Instructional assistant Adrianne Schafer, impressive three goals!
at left, “foreman” of the cleanup crew, and teacher and department head Jessie Rees.
– Coach Tatiana Cantrell
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“I’ve been in business here all
my life,” said Chesser, “and have
always been dedicated to the city
of Willits and doing business here.
We look forward to continuing to
be supported by the community
and to be a proud member of
the businesses located in our
hometown.”
After running the bar for several
decades, the Chessers decided
to sell the business in 2004.
However, in 2012, Dan decided he
wanted back in the bar scene and
leased the business back from the
new owners. The 2014 fire left the
Chessers with the need for a new
location, but they hope that within
their 10-year-lease timeframe, the
owners might choose to rebuild
the Commercial Street location,
and that John’s Place could return
to its original location.
For now, though, the owners
and staff encourage everyone to
come check out the new space
on Main Street and wish Dan a
belated Happy Birthday – Chesser
turned 89 on August 31!

W.C. & G.L. insured Ca. Lic # 927007

Email: basroofing@live.com

Working as a local business
owner continues the tradition
of the Chessers’ lineage of
involvement with the Willits
community. Jeanne Chesser’s
grandmother’s side of the family,
the Elliotts, can date their history
back in town to 1910. Her
relatives worked at the Sanhedrin
Market (where George’s Geodes
and Gems is located today) and
at the Chuckwagon Café (where
Coldwell Banker is located
now), and her parents owned
the Pepperwood Motel and the
Terrace Motel.

Stone
Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways
Flagstone Patios
Stone Fireplaces
Plants and Irrigation
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The bar is open from 9 am to
2 am every day of the week,
and 365 days a year. Though
the bar opened its doors on
Thursday, September 15, there
is also an official grand reopening
event scheduled for Saturday,
September 24, when the public is
welcome to come see the new bar
and enjoy light refreshments from
11 am to 6 pm.

The rest of

Cleanup

From Page 10

The rest of

The rest of

City AF

From Page 13

and another volunteer on against Measure AF can be found on the City
the north end by Sherwood of Willits website at: http://thecityofwillits.com/
Road. Greta Kanne and wp-content/uploads/2016/09/09-14-16-AgendaChris Harper combed the Council-Packet.pdf.
river banks and cleaned up
To read Measure AF in its entirety, go to http://
the rubbish left behind at an
www.co.mendocino.ca.us/acr/pdf/Measure_AF_-_
abandoned homeless camp,
including shopping carts, FULL_TEXT.pdf.
food and trash.
To listen to further debates on Measure AF,
Willits
resident
Dan listen to the KZYX rebroadcast of Jane Futcher’s
Lowden was walking his dog, “Cannabis Hour” this Wednesday, September 28
Roxanne, along Mendocino from 7 to 8 pm.
Avenue, and picking up
According to Futcher’s post on Facebook:
garbage along the street.
When asked if he was part “Speaking in favor of Measure AF will be Hezekiah
of Coastal Cleanup Day, Allen of the California Growers Association and
Lowden said he didn’t realize county activist Sarah Bodnar. Speaking against
it was a special day. “I’ve Measure AF will be Supervisor John McCowen and
been doing this weekly for environmentalist Ellen Drell.”
years while I walk the dogs,
ever since Handsome [one of The rest of
Hunters From Page 1
his and Theresa Robertson’s
prized bull terriers] swallowed
some
cellophane
and Rescue, Napa County Search and Rescue, Contra
became very ill.” Hundreds of Costa Search and Rescue Team, and the Bay
dollars later, Lowden decided Area Mountain Rescue Unit trekked into the area
to dedicate time to cleaning to begin the search. The California National Guard
up where he and the dogs joined the hunt, providing both a helicopter and
walk, to keep them safe and ground searchers.
Just before noon, searchers learned the two
healthy and his neighborhood
looking good.
missing men, who remain unidentified, crossed the
For more information on Eel River near Indian Dick Road and were able to
the next Willits Cleanup Day, contact help using their cell phones, and had been
which may be sooner than returned to their camp.
“They are alive and well, although dehydrated
next year’s Coastal Cleanup
on the third Saturday in and hungry,” said Sheriff Tom Allman.
September, contact John
“Thank you to all those that made this happy
Sherman at 459-4601 and ending a reality,” Allman said.
check the Willits Weekly This report was based on a post on the “Mendocino
Calendar for notice of the Sheriff” Facebook page.
event.
The rest of

Mendo Mill

From Page 1

12:30 pm Monday.
Mayfield said the debris would be trucked to the
Ukiah Transfer Station, where he expected more
than 50 percent of the materials would be recycled.
The oldest part of the old Mendo Mill building was
once a lumber mill, and the large timber beams that
formed the trusses of that building will be donated
to Roots of Motive Power, Roots President Chris
Baldo said.
“We’re going to set up an antique sawmill at
Roots
from the Parlin Forks Conservation Camp,
Rummage
and
the
Mayfields [owners of Mendo Mill] are
From Page 14
going to donate the old trusses for the roof.” Baldo
This is the second sale wasn’t sure whether the old timber was redwood or
the class has held; last year Douglas fir. “The big old timbers are painted grey,”
as juniors, the students held he said.
a similar rummage sale as
one of their fundraisers. After The rest of
Finishing From Page 1
several different fundraisers
throughout their junior year,
and the few this year already, explained Phil Frisbie, public information officer for
the students have about Caltrans in District 1. “These items are checked
$12,000 saved towards their and reworked until signed off.”
While the structural work and overall shape of
$20,000 goal.
the
bypass is now complete, punch list and to-do
Some of the items that
list
items
still include final paving, trash and debris
didn’t sell the last time came
cleanup
from
Caltrans projects, electrical finish
out this year and were mingled
work
for
lighting
at the interchanges, and other final
with new items from donors
finishing
details.
around the community.
New signage at the north and south exits is also
“We had lots of variety,”
in
place, although according to Frisbie, the Caltrans
explained Christensen. “One
sign
coordinator is “aware of community concerns
of the fastest sellers were
over signage” and is planning to do a drive-through
packages of fake dog poop. I
after the bypass is complete, “to determine what
had no idea there was such
additional signs, or modifications to existing signs,
a market, but at 25 cents
are appropriate.”
each, they went fast. We also
The biggest project still to be completed, and
sold lots of clothing. Our $5
per bag offer was a hit. We one that will wait until just before the completion
also had tons of glassware, ceremony, Frisbee said, is striping, lining the center
candlesticks,
candles, lane and the road/shoulder divide. “That will be one
kitchenware and holiday of the last things that we do,” explained Frisbee.
“Maybe about a week or so before the ceremony.”
items.”
Caltrans announced the date and time –
With
the
soaring
temperatures, the group November 3 at 11 am – of the completion ceremony
packed up about an hour in August, but since then, Frisbie said, the location
early than their 9 am to 3 pm has been changed to the south end of the viaduct.
time frame, but Christensen The public ceremony will include dedicating the
noted the success of the sale 1.1-mile-long viaduct bridge to fallen U. S. Navy
Seal Jesse Pittman. Frisbie said more details
overall was great.
will be announced a couple of weeks before the
“We really want to thank November 3 date. Caltrans expects the bypass
everyone who came out to be actually opened to traffic later in the day on
and supported us,” said November 3 or on November 4.
Christensen.
“We
took
The Willits Chamber of Commerce’s “Supper on
everything that was left over
the
Bypass – A Farm to Table Experience” event
and donated it to the Willits
planned
for Saturday, October 29 from 1:30 to 6 pm
Senior Center.”
on the bypass viaduct has been sold out, but the
Additional
fundraising chamber is continuing to take names for the waiting
events on the horizon include list at 459-7910.
selling donuts at the home
Frisbie confirmed Tuesday that another prefootball games, holding a
opening
fundraising event being planned, the
50/50 raffle, and having a
“Walk,
Ride
& Run the Bypass” event sponsored by
Yankee Candle sale.
the Willits Kids Club, for Sunday, October 30 “will
If anyone is interested in be accommodated” by Caltrans. The event is also
helping out the senior class, co-sponsored by Mendocino County Public Health
stop by the Willits High and Nuestra Alianza.
School to drop off donations
Information for how to participate will be released
with Julie Orr in the main
on
September 26; check the Willits Kids Club
office. Donations should be
“events”
page at www.willitskidsclub.org/index.
marked for “The WHS Class
php#events
for more info at that time.
of 2017” to make sure they
get deposited correctly. More Additional reporting on this story done by Jennifer
info: 459-7700.
Poole.

The rest of
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Ordinance

From Page 1

of his family members is participating in the county’s 9.31
medical marijuana program and Hamburg felt he had a
conflict of interest.
County Chief Planner Andy Gustavson told supervisors
how he and Commissioner of Agriculture Chuck Morse had
interpreted the board’s direction from the previous week,
when Supervisor John McCowen found numerous flaws in
the project description to accompany the county’s medical
cannabis cultivation ordinance as it wends its way through
the environmental review process under the California
Environmental Quality Act.
Prominent among the changes suggested by McCowen
and incorporated by Gustavson and Morse was language
in the “Prior Effects of Cannabis Cultivation” section of the
project description.
In the September 1 draft of the description, the text
reads: “The lead agency assumes that existing operations
which qualify for permits under the proposed ordinance
are generally physically indistinguishable from those that
do not qualify.”
During the September 13 meeting, McCowen said he
found this language misleading and running counter to
what he thought needed to be done. In response, county
staff is proposing to combine sections 3 and 4 of the old
project description, so in the new section 3.1, there will
be a general description of the county’s geography, and
in the new section 3.2, there will be some description of
the environmental impacts of unregulated growing of
marijuana.
According to the draft additions, “While the types
of environmental impacts associated with marijuana
cultivation are substantially unchanged since the adoption
of [the general plan update environmental impact report
in 2009 and the Ukiah Valley Area Plan EIR in 2011], a
large body of anecdotal information and the observation
of credible observers support the observation that the
intensity of impacts described in Table 2, and the numbers
of locations subject to those impacts has increased on an
annual basis.”
Gustavson told supervisors he thought this approach
would fly within the parameters of CEQA. “We’re making
broad assumptions, but we’re expecting that our candidate
cultivator sites will be in better shape than a trespass or
illegal grow,” Gustavson said.
Gustavson also reviewed changes McCowen had
pointed out last week, and had incorporated those changes
into the project description.
These changes corrected assumptions the consultant
had made that phases 2 and 3 of the ordinance would be
adopted throughout all county zoning districts, and therefore
may logically have been assumed to have delivered a
significant future impact on the county’s environment.
Gustavson and Morse wrote: “The Phase 2 list will be
replaced with a statement that new cultivation sites in
Phase 2 will be restricted to medium and large indoor
artificial light operations located on industrially zoned
properties and that developments and impacts associated
with these new cultivation sites are substantially the same
as other manufacturing uses associated with these zoning
districts.”
The same principle prevailed in correcting language
describing Phase 3, which the author, a consultant with
LACO, the company retained to help county staff to meet
CEQA requirements in the cultivation ordinance, had
assumed would be broadly implemented.
Last week McCowen had clarified, and this week
Gustavson and Morse demonstrated, that this section of
the project description would be rewritten to indicate Phase
3 provisions – in which cultivation permits are granted
to new growers – would apply only to applications for
cultivation sites located in agriculturally zoned land or “in
the other zoning districts located in Table 2 of the zoning
ordinance, when a watershed assessment establishes
a new cultivation site will not take water needed to fulfill
demand by existing and projected land use development
and natural resource protection, e.g., fishery “in-stream”
water demand, riparian protection, rare and endangered
species, etc.”
Gjerde suggested the revised project description be
sent to all the resource agencies, but Gustavson balked,
arguing that doing so would create more confusion than
it allayed.
McCowen then suggested Gustavson send out the memo
he and Morse were using as a basis for the discussion then
occurring. Gustavson said he would do that.
Morse clarified two important points. He said he saw a
problem with limiting square footage for cannabis nursery
production to 22,000 square feet, as he had previously
suggested, because once the seeds are collected there
would be a huge amount of cannabis sitting around
unused and unsold. Someone might be tempted to sell that
cannabis, which would in effect be double-dipping. Morse
suggested a cap of 5,000 square feet for nursery seed
production. Supervisors agreed with that recommendation.
Morse also said he was considering drafting language
that would call for a two-year phase-in to alternative
sources of energy for cannabis production. At the end of
the first year, cannabis growers would have to have 50
percent of their energy needs being met with alternative
sources of energy. By the end of the second year, growers
would have to meet 100 percent of their energy needs with
alternative energy systems.
McCowen suggested an exemption would have to be
included in that section of the ordinance that would allow
use of gasoline-powered generators during periods of
inclement weather. Morse agreed with that idea.
County Deputy Executive Officer Sarah Dukett told
supervisors county staff is continuing to work on other
aspects of the comprehensive array of ordinances,
including the zoning ordinance and the distribution
ordinance. A general outline for the proposed licensing for
other areas of cannabis regulation would be brought to the
board on October 17.
Gustavson said the cannabis cultivation ordinance
would be brought before the Mendocino County Planning
Commission on November 3 and again on November 17.
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Guess what’s
in your
neighborhood?

A new community pharmacy offered by
the same hospital you know and trust.
Today, you’ve got a lot more to feel
better about. Now there’s a community
pharmacy offered by the same hospital
you know and trust. So you know you’ll

Howard
Pharmacy is
Coming Soon!
Watch for announcements
about our opening date.

get the same personalized attention
and excellent care.

3 MARCELA DRIVE, SUITE B IN WILLITS | 707.456.3005
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