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Eric Carbocci is buying Beverly Sanders Realty,
but longtime owner will stay to help

Whether you're a longtime local resident or new to the area,
chances are you've seen Beverly Sanders Realty Company
signs in your neighborhood. Locally owned and operated,
they have proudly served and supported the community for
decades. Beverly Sanders and Eric Garbocci are delighted to
announce that the realty company
will be under new ownership as of
October 1.

Sanders worked for John Maudlin
Realty before starting her own brokerage. At one point,
Beverly Sanders Realty Company had three offices: in Potter
Valley, Willits and Ukiah. Sanders purchased the current office
location approximately 25 years ago. She then restored the

Danya Davis

Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

alibrary. The statuesque landmark is an asset to the company.

When asked if she has a favorite aspect of real estate,
Sanders said, “I love real estate, every action and every
inch of it.” Sanders has seen the real estate market change
tremendously since obtaining her license and making her
first sale (a furnished cabin on Lake Pillsbury Ranch that
the customer paid for in all cash) nearly 44 years ago. The
average home price in the mid- to late-1970s was close to
$8,000 to $10,000.

Inthe past, the MLS listings were thick paper booklets, versus
the convenient online listings and smartphone apps of today.

Read the rest of
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463-2570

320 S.STATE ST.UKIAH

SABRINA PORTER
707-350-1438
CalBRE #02034468
ZACH CARPENTER
707-671-6392

CalBRE #01722126

REAL ESTATE GROUP

INCREDIBLE
TURN-KEY
HORSE
RANCH

Borders World
Famous Shamrock
Ranch
north of Willits.
Newer 1,900 sq. ft.
home, large barn
with caretaker
quarters, and end of
road privacy.
Please call for long
list of amenities.

PONDEROSA

Tony Sorace, Land & Ranch Broker; Certified Financial Planner
635 Main Street, Willits, CA 95490

& SuN REALTY

T

Lovely 43 Acre Ranch

in Mendocino County

Lovely ranch property consisting of 43
acres of gorgeous rolling hills along Long
Valley Creek in Mendo County. Beautiful
2 bedroom, 2 bath home in excellent
condition, with abundant spring water
supply, deluxe off grid solar system,
immaculate landscaping, gardens, only
20 minutes to downtown Willits.

.................................................. $475,000

707-459-5108 - 707-489-3763 Www.pondsun.comr
e g . —

95 Acre Redwood Tree Farm
Only minutes from downtown Willits. Easy
access from paved county road. Excellent well
at the top of the land with deluxe water

system.  Underground utilities  (PG&E,
telephone, propane). Two-bedroom mountain
cabin in excellent condition with stunning ocean
views. Miscellanous support buildings. Valuable
Redwood and fir timberland. Roads and trails
throughout. Very private.

............................... REDUCED $597,000

with owner financing possible

Call Tony
707-489-3763




Property Feature:

39700 Boar Road, Willits

MLS Number: 21810859

Listed at: $998,800

Bordering the world-famous Shamrock Ranch, the Duke’s ranch stands out as a premier horse
property. The improvements are substantial and done with the utmost in quality. On the grid with a
great well, newer 1,920 square foot home, 3,600 square foot barn with caretakers quarters on 40
acres, covered arena, and underground power and water throughout the ranch. With miles of riding
trails, end-of-the-road privacy, and diverse wildlife — an incredible place!

Listed for sale by Zach Carpenter
(License: 01722126) / 707-671-6392

Agent at The Agency Real Estate Group
(License: 02031821) / 707-671-6392

Daulton R. Abernathy Jr.

Home Loan Consultant

(707) 354-3333
NMLS #232299
DaultonAbernathy@umpquabank.com

Cell: 707.484.6489 &
Office: 707.459.5389 |8
www.getmendohomes.com &
UM PQUA 665 N. State St. CalBRE # 1712217
B-A-N-K Ukiah, CA

Natalie Higley
Realty World Selzer Realty
Cell Phone: 831.262.8705
nhigleyrealtor@gamil.com

Find Water Before You Drill!

TITLE 24

INSPECTIONS www.natalierealtor.com
CalBRE #02018624
FINANGING | IHSP LALION: | )
nstallanon and remova
HVAC & REALTY
M HOME PERFORMANCE: % MWORLD
HERS TESTING Energy Audifs, Improvements, Donald McEdwards, Ph.D. o LLLLL

Efficiency upgrades and Solar

Selzer Realty

551 South Orchard Avenue
Ukiah, CA 95472

Certified geologist No. 153 1025 Hearst Willits Road

“If it matters to you,
Willits, CA 95490

watersurveys(@comeast.net it matters to me.”

WWW.appersonem.com

SUMMIT REALTY PRESENTS

2 Parcels Bordering
the Eel River

1.11 and 1.04 acre separate parcels bordering the
scenic Eel River offering summertime swimming
and kayaking opportunities. There is a 2 bedroom,
1 bath rustic artistic cabin, greenhouse/potting
shed and barn/storage buildings. Established
awesome flower and veggie garden, orchard with
peach, pear, cherry, plum, nectarine, apple, and
fig trees. There is power to the property and
county road access. Not far from Emandal Farm.
ASKING $295,000
Call Ruth Weston * 489-3333

1.2+/- Acres ln The Willits Valley

s_.,,

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Kent Westwood, Broker
CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078 .

—— - ~

Joe Morf, Agent

CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

Charming 2 bedroom, 1 bath log cabin
style home. There are decks, a hot tub and
a small greenouse. Nice landscaping,
fenced pastures, stalls for animals and
outbuildings. Additional small studio
cabin. There is city water plus a well.
Convenient location.

ASKING $329,000

Call David O’Leary * 489-6602

Ruth Weston
707-459-4961
CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacific .net

Dave O’Leary
707-489-6602
CalBRE: 101915030

illow P_remier A génts”

557 South Main Street e Willits IR IE A L T Y 557 South Main StreetOWllhts
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COLUMN | How's the Market?

Three tips for avoiding legal hassles in real estate transactions

Sometimes life goes in a direction you don’t expect. With
that in mind, I'm about to share some information about
liquidated damages, specific performance, arbitration and
mediation. Before you put the paper down from unbearable
boredom, let me put this another way. Here’s how to save
yourself expensive court fees and legal hassles, and
protect your investment.

Liquidated damages, as it pertains to real estate, works
like this: If someone breaks a promise that results in your
losing money, they owe you. More specifically,
lets say the Smiths agree to buy your
house. They put down a deposit and sign an
agreement that includes a liquidated damages
clause, so you take the house off the market
and decline an offer from another potential
buyer.

Then the Smiths back out, and the real estate
market takes a hit. Your home is no longer
worth what is was. Because of the liquidated

damages clause in your contract, you get to Richard Selzer

keep the Smiths’ deposit or 3 percent of the
purchase price — whichever is less.

The flip side of the liquidated damages coin is called
specific performance. It comes into play when money
cannot fix a problem. The determining factor is whether, in
equity and good conscience, the court should specifically
enforce a contract because the legal remedy of monetary
damages wouldn’t adequately compensate the plaintiff for
the loss.

Columnist

For example, let's say the Smiths sign a contract to
purchase that same home, but the sellers want to back out.
The Smiths cannot simply go find another house because
this one is directly next door to Mrs. Smith’s ailing mother
who needs constant care.

What's the takeaway? If you're a seller, consider a
liquidated damages stipulation in your sales agreement: If
the buyer backs out, at least you get to keep the deposit
or up to 3 percent of the purchase price. If you're a
buyer, the specific performance principle says there are
circumstances under which a seller cannot back out of a
transaction, but this is unrelated to liquidated damages.

If legal wrangling ensues, either about liquidated
damages, specific performance, or any other legal issue,
it may be worth considering arbitration or
mediation. Arbitration and mediation are
close cousins, and are both far better dispute-
resolution alternatives than a court battle.

Arbitration occurs when two parties agree to
settle a dispute with the help of an unbiased
third party, an arbitrator. Both parties agree in
advance to comply with the arbitrator’s award.
Rather than going to court, they participate
in a hearing where both sides can present
evidence and testimony. Even though the
rules of evidence are not as strict as in a court
case, the arbitrator’s decision is usually final
and courts rarely reexamine it. Arbitration is
typically faster and cheaper than litigation.

Mediation is similar to arbitration, but is non-binding. In
mediation, both parties agree to have an independent third
party help settle a dispute; however, the mediator does not
present a ruling or finding. Rather, he or she goes back
and forth between the parties to share information and help
everyone reach an agreement. The mediator impresses on
both parties the benefits of compromise rather than the
time, expense and risk of a court case.

Although most people go into a real estate transaction
with good intentions, things happen. It's best to hope for

WILLITS WEEKLY IS
BRINGING BACK THE

An individual, stand-alone and independent print piece
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the best but plan for the worst.

If you have questions about real estate or property
management, please contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.
com or visit www.realtyworldselzer.com. If | use your
suggestion in a column, I'll send you a $5 gift card to
Roland’s Bakery. If you'd like to read previous articles, visit
my blog at www.richardselzer.com.

Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the
business for more than 40 years.

Opal Miner

Insurance Agency

— COMPLETE INSURANCE —

99 SOUTH MAIN STREET (707) 459-5404
WILLITS, CALIFORNIA 95490 FAX (707)459-5384

© Fidelity National Title
Trusted everywhere,
every day.

)

4
For the best in service,
remember to always insist on

Fidelity National Title

704 E. Perkins Street, Suite D | Ukiah, CA 95482
Ph: (707) 467-9212 Fax: (707) 467-9183

Your Dedicated Escrow Team:
Annette Pearce | Susie Robertson | Denise LaHa

NOW OFFERING
SEAMLESS
ALUMINUM

GUTTERS

real roofing done once.
done right.
Dunlap

462-ROOF

Dunlap ROOFING, Inc.

CA. Lic. #506498 www.dunlaproofing.com

DECKED OUT!

Bill Barksdale

REALTOR®, GRI
CABRE #01106662

489-2232

BARK@PACIFIC.NET
OFFICE: 459-8888

This sparkling clean 3 BR/2 BA beauty in town shows like a model home. Pergo
floors, convenient location, easy care landscaping with a beautiful backyard &
deck perfect for outdoor enjoyment. Wake up with a smile. $305,000

COLDWELL
BANKER

MENDO REALTY, INC.

Loans

Hard Money

(707) 459-2330

Owned X Operated
CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490
redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Investor
opportunities

(707) 462-8622

Independently
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161 West Commercial Street built in 1915

The Craftsman Bungalow at 161 W. Commercial
Street is an excellent example of the popular style in
Willits after the railroad to Eureka was completed. £
Built entirely of redwood for the first owner, El Doris
Eberhardt, for his family in 1915, it reflects the
craftsman emphasis on quality workmanship and on
the mixing of nature in the construction.

This house is a one and a half story Craftsman
"Bungalow. It has a high gable roof that is parallel to
the street. In the middle of the roof and facing
Commercial Street, is a shed-roof dormer window.
The front entrance to the house is through an open
recessed veranda.

Then

161 West
Commercial

Street

(Listed on the market by

Tara Moratti of Coldwell

Banker for $435,000 and
currently in escrow)

Reprinted with permission from the 1988 book “The Architectural Hentage of Willits,” by Nelson A. Streib and Susan Pritchard, commissioned by the City of Willits.

MENDO REALTY, INC.

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S

PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY

1460 South Main Street, W1111ts J (707) 459-5389

. This sprawling 3800+~ [
2 Sq. Ft. 4 bedroom home
is perched above Lake W&&
Emily on a quiet cul-de-
sac location. Master suite,
separate wing, must see.
$450,000

If you love the character in a
- vintage home you must see
* this one. Hardwood floors,
large back yard, and best of
all located on the west side.
Location, location, loca-
tion! $249,000

% Cute and comfortable two
@ bedroom home in the woods.
# Central heat & cozy wood
[ stove will keep you nice and
warm in the winter. $230,000

] Great mid-town commer-
cial property. 21 off street
parking spaces. Bring
your business to a great
location.  Approximately
130" Main St frontage.
$595,000

, This is the place for you!
Home features 3 gener-
ous sized bedrooms, living
room, family room, formal g
dining area, kitchen,
music room, office, much
. more and a shop!
$395,000

Welcome to this 3 bedroom 2
bathroom home on a spacious
comer lot! It is comfortable
and clean with a fenced in
front and back yard, a porch,
deck, and flower beds.
$253,000

Lee Persico Roxanne Lemos-Neese Bill Barksdale
CalBRE #00446837 CalBRE #01712217 CalBRE #01106662
707-459-5389 707-484-6489 707-489-2232

cbmrwillits@pacific.net roxanne@getmendohomes.com bark@pacific.net
Tara Moratti Patsgf Broeske Randa Cralﬁhead
CalBRE #01420657 CalBRE #01949646 CalBRE #0197

707-367-0389

tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

707-841-8053

patsy.broeske@coldwellbanker.com

707-841-7778

mrcraighead@comcast.net

Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844
707-354-2301

nf@coldwellbanker.com

Karena Jolley
CalBRE #01482063
707-354-2999

karena.jolley@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
mendocinocountyproperties.com ® coldwellbanker.com

Delightful vintage Craftsman home
in town, extensively renovated.
3 BR/2 BA, freshly painted inside,
engineered hardwood floor, large
living room, big fenced backyard.
Close to everything!
$325,000

Bill Barksdale

REALTOR®, GRI
CABRE #01106662

489-2232

BARK@PACIFIC.NET
OFFICE: 459-8888

COLDWELL
BANKER

MENDO REALTY, INC.

Located on a large sunny lot in Brooktrails is thls upgraded move-in ready 3 bedroom
*E 2 bath manufactured home. The home is over 1,500 sq. ft. and has recently been painted
| inside and out. New carpets, dishwasher, microwave oven, and shower. Fenced yard with
very nice landscaping and fruit trees. Detached 2-car garage. Concrete sidewalks, garden %%
= area, large garden shed or dog kennel with concrete pad. Room for RV or boat. %

$283,000

R R . T S e,
T

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Serving Mendocino County since 1976.
707-354-1950 390 South Main Street o Willits e 707-459-6175
CalBRE #01 139481

B T _——

SAL MADRIGAL

e L RN ol WAL
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Sanders Realty | 7omFage 1

Sanders mentions that real estate processes have changed
200 percent” over the years. Computerized systems and
the internet have made buying and selling real estate more
accessible to both real estate agents and consumers. A tip
from Sanders: “Be sure you're comfortable with your realtor.”

Garbocci will be continuing the legacy of Beverly Sanders
Realty Company. He’s looking forward to new challenges
while maintaining the successful business. Garbocci has
been selling real estate for nearly 28 years, everything from
apartment complexes to ranch acreage and everything in
between. He worked for Beverly Sanders Realty Company for
several years early on in his career and has been back with
the company for the past four years.

Sanders joked with Garbocci for many years telling him:
“You'll buy my business someday.” That vision has now
become reality. The business name will remain the same, and
there are no plans to open additional offices at this time.

Garbocci plans to grow and improve the property
management aspect of the business as well as upgrade the
sales department, where they are always looking for new
talent to join their team. He wants the community to know that
Beverly Sanders Realty Company is “here to stay.”

Sanders will stay on to help Garbocci as coordinator and
will also be stepping back into sales. As Garbocci said about
Sanders: “She’s the hardest working woman in real estate....
| know | have big shoes to fill.”

While Sanders’ role is changing, she'll still be very much
involved in the company. They both see this transition as an
exciting new opportunity and look forward to continuing to
serve the community.

Beverly Sanders stands with Eric Garbocci outside her realty
company in Ukiah.

MEHTLAN INSURANCE
AGENCY

ERIC MEHTLAN

INSURANCE BROKER / OWNER

OFFICE: 707-456-9209 | FaX: 707-456-9409

IN THE SAFEWAY SHOPPING CENTER

873 S. MAIN ST. IN WILLITS h

ERMEHTLAN(@YAHOO.COM

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Hello Fall...

Are you (like me) sitting on a lot of points or
miles via your reward credit cards?

I've justified a purchase, or two, by whispering
in my ear ... if | get this, I'll get miles ... and a
free something. My math tells me, I'm clever — |
buy what | covet and down the road I'll get a free
airline ticket, hotel room or rental car....

I've done this a lot ... and | can’t remember the
last time | flew on a miles airline ticket or used my
miles for a rental car. | find myself sitting on a lot of
miles, some even expiring — this is a waste.

Each year, $50 billion of loyalty points are distributed to
reward card holders and members — 30 percent of those
are never used.

If this is you, too ... here are some good options to put
those miles/points to work, for good!

If you have an American Express card, go to their
website and find the “Members Give” section (see link
below). You can donate your points to a variety of non-
profits via a “Charity Certificate” — 1 million nonprofits
participate in this program. See the steps and search for
your charity at www.americanexpress.com/us/content/
members-give.html

If you have a Discover Cashback rewards card, you can
donate your cashback bonus to nine charitable partners
of Discover Card. Check them out at www.discover.com/
company/corporate-responsibility/charitable-partners /

Citi cards has the ThankYou program

https://rewards.thankyou.com/b2r/ProductListing.
htm?type=ACH&category=charitable-gifts

Most airlines & hotels have programs where you can
donate points to non-profits — you can help organizations
transport people for medical reasons or disaster volunteer
assignments, etc.

Check out these programs:

» American, Alaska, Delta, Frontier, Hawaiian, JetBlue,
Southwest, United

+ Choice Privileges, Hilton, Intercontinental, Marriott,
Ritz Carlton, Starwood, Wyndham

Another approach is to use PointWorthy.com -- a one-
stop “shop” where you can donate most reward card and
loyalty program points to a vast and diverse group of
charities.

Keep in mind — you can get a tax write-off if you donate
cash back bonuses ... you can’t get a tax write-off for

Time for an Insurance

Let’s make sure you have the right coverage:
Life and Health

Call today for advice

855.240.6606

EA# 105934 « CADRE # 01854336
675 S. Main Street, Willits, CA 95490

Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered through
Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS Insurance Agency),
member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

Insurance LIC # 0H68496

*Save 10% off your purchase of select flooring products. Applies to flooring materials only. At participating stores only. Some restrictions appl

**Subject to credit approval. Minimum $699 purchase required. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

UKIAH # CARPET ONE

ly. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical
errors. Offer ends 10/15/18. Offer cannot be combined with other discounts or promotional offers and is not valid on previous purchases. tSee store for details. ©2018 Carpet One Floor & Home®. All Rights Reserved.

300 HASTINGS AVE., UKIAH, CA | 707-462-1554 | CARPETONE.COM

Nicholas Casagrande

Columnist

miles donated.

You can make it a little easier
for these nonprofits to help our
community.

For you Redwood Empire non-
profits: Please contact credit card
companies and loyalty programs
that you use and are a fit for you
to become a participant in these
point donation programs. And
make your supporters aware
of the programs in which you
participate.

Nicholas  Casagrande, EA,
is an accountant and a financial advisor. His firm, NC
Financial Group, is a wealth management firm serving
individual clients as well as small-to-medium-sized
businesses. Client work includes personal and corporate
taxes, investment planning, insurance, and real estate.
NC Financial Group’s Willits office is located at 675
South Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or nicholas@
ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) or Nicholas.Casagrande@
Ceterafs.com (investments) for more information.

Shopping for
a mortgage?

Jay Epstein, Agent
State Farm Agent
704 E. Perkins Street, Suite B
Ukiah, CA 95482 )
Bus: 707-468-0179 Bus: 707-459-4044  needs. Let State Farm Bank®

We have a great selection.
As life changes, so do your

help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1559368
MLO License #CA-DB01559368

o StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas.

1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL LENDER

Hardwood
Luxury Vinyl
Carpet
Laminate
Tile and More!

FLOOR
& HOME

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Residential & Commercial

Serving areas of Mendocino,
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Online:

www.basroofing.com

basroofing@li

“Your Vintage Home Expert”

When your home is unique it deserves an
agent who understands what makes it special.

CalBRE# 01205926
X Full Spe

Remodeling?
Showing Your

Home?

Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: Hx5 to 12x40
Call for Avarlability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. ® Willits ¢ 459 2529

Willits Rental Center
& Auto Repair

— Full Line Auto Repair and Service —
— Contractor and Homeowner Tool Rental —
Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
315 Robert Drive * Willits « (707) 456-1123
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COLUMN | Real Estate Beat

Whatis ‘home’?

My cat Rudi jumped up on the bed next to me and nuzzled his head into
the palm of my hand, gently waking me up. | rubbed his ears and scratched
his back. He purred. Then he wanted to eat. | had one of those numinous
moments, realizing that most people want what Rudi wants — love, food, a nice
place to live and friends close.

There’s a lot of research confirming that babies grow up healthier and
happier when they are lovingly, gently touched
and talked to. Their brains actually grow in a
healthier way in these conditions.

Young people, even in the midst of
sometimes challenging behavior changes,
want acceptance, guidance, love and
home.

As one grows older, the mutual support and
caring of others helps people to live longer and get sick less.
| was chatting with my mother yesterday and asked her how
she and her husband are doing. “Oh fine,” she said. “We're
doing pretty well for a couple of old people.” At 97 she still
doesn’t use a cane or walker to get around. She and her
husband have managed to navigate the often turbulent
ocean of aging with a kind of grace and humor, despite
health issues.

Lately, I've been sitting in with a group of people who are creating what they
are calling an “intentional community.” That can mean different things to different
people. This group is working closely with Diana Leafe Christian’s wonderful
book “Creating A Life Together — Ecovillages and Intentional Communities.” This
book has practical step-by-step advice from people who have actually done it
successfully.

Bill Barksdale
Columnist, GRI Realtor®

Each type of more affordable housing grows out of a shared
desire, to live well. There’s co-housing (getting increasingly popular
all around the world), condominiums where you share the building
and its upkeep but have your own apartment; and cluster housing
(anidea | love), where you have your own smaller house on a smaller
lot that is part of a larger plot of land, often with a common parking
area and sometimes other shared facilities.

Each of these types of housing share some common features
more or less. A major factor is mutual support, sharing the cost
and often the work of maintaining the housing. Whether
you rent or own, these are important responsibilities. But
these new paradigms also take into consideration knowing
your neighbors and figuring out ways to get along and work
things out. Susan Pinker’s book “The Village Effect” talks about
how face-to-face contact helps us to live healthier and happier
lives. Friendship is healthy!

As our modern lifestyle becomes more centered around
computers and cell phones, we often lose genuine contact. We
become more susceptible to media brainwashing. People lose
important basic social skills like the enjoyment of interacting
with other people. Add to that the fact that our democracy
is being dismantled, and we are faced with a dilemma, or
challenge depending on how you view it. We need to retake

SUREALTY
A NYORLD

Selzer Realty

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490

Elida Cardona
354-1538

Christopher Martin
367-3173

Barbara Mercer
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Sharon Noah

FEATURED PROPERTY
Presented by: Jake chden

Newly Renovated Custom Home on a Large lot in a great in-town neighborhood and
close to everything! Large Bedrooms, Large yards, Mature trees & plantings are just
some of the many attributes this property offers. Turn-Key and Ready to enjoy.
*FREE 1 YEAR HOME WARRANTY INCLUDED

Offered at $249,999

our country from corporations, and at the same time, get more inventive about
creating affordable housing, decent everyday living, and jobs paying
a living wage.

Change is unavoidable, so choosing where you want
to go is much healthier than just letting life happen. As
humans we are goal-oriented, so identify inspiring goals. As
always, it’'s your choice.

Marc Freedman, in his book “The Big Shift — Navigating the
New Stage Beyond Midlife,” posits that retirement for many
may no longer be possible and we can count on working into
our '70s, '80s and beyond. Perhaps a change in career can
make life more satisfying for some. Recalling what really inspires
you may be your guide to a new life.

Smaller homes on less land, sharing friendship, food, utilities,
parking, transportation, leisure activities, learned life skills — even
health care, child care and much, much more — can make life
richer than we ever considered under the old paradigm of
work-retire-grow old-and-die. By sharing resources
we save money! Some jobs provided great
retirement benefits, but for most people it's
another story. Learning to live on less is a
necessity, so making “home” affordable and
happy is the only way forward to a good life.

It's becoming important for us to rediscover
and pursue ways to pool limited resources as the
cost of living rises and wages remain stagnate. One
revolutionary idea: Don’t buy what you don’t need!

My friend Nan recently turned me on to a book
“The Grace in Aging — Awaken as You Grow Older” by
Kathleen Dowling Singh. She starts right out by saying
it's healthy to admit that each of us will die - so let's get
that out of the way and live till that happens. “Life is waiting
for us,” she exclaims!

When the internet and cell phones and Wi-Fi break down
(they have and will again), will you have a supportive community
surrounding you? A major cell phone provider recently slowed
their service down to first-responder firefighters, in order to make a
bigger profit because our federal government recently got rid of “net
neutrality” (equal internet speed for everyone), as corporations
demanded. People died in those fires. Don't count on often
corrupt government officials and corporations to look out
for you.

My advice, start creating functional, life-
affirming community now. Talk with friends or start
a discussion group to figure out how you can pool
resources, make agreements, learn how to develop
housing, and live better on less money. Don't trap
yourself in “lonely” when we can create something better.

Willits is on the verge of a promising renewal. Let's
show ourselves and others how a small town can lead
the way by creating an affordable, wonderful place to
call home.

Bill Barksdale was a 2016 inductee into the Realtor® Hall
of Fame. He can be reached at Coldwell Banker Mendo
Realty Inc. at 707-489-2232 or bark@pacific.net
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MENDO REALTY, INC.

Broker-Associate
CalBRE #01420657
3,560 Square Foot Home F#8=""%

707-367-0389 - cell
on .65 of an Acre

707-459-5389 ext. 106 - Office
Tg.--- _Jg‘ & $E
Peaceful paradise in this spacious, custom
home. Are you ready for everyone to have
their own room? This is the place for you!
Home features 3 generous-sized
bedrooms, living room, family room,

formal dining area, kitchen, music room,
& office, large pantry & laundry room, covered
porch, plus play room / craft room above
garage and shop! Bathrooms feature stall
showers and generous soaking tubs. All this
located on over 1/2 acre just minutes from
| town. $395,000

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits ® (707) 459-5389

www.LivInMendo.com ¢ 1460 S. Main St., Willits ® tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

If you love the character in a vintage home you must see
this one. Hardwood floors, large backyard, and best of
all located on the west side. Don’t wait on this one!

Presented at $249,000
Lee Persico

707-459-5389
CalBRE #00446837

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
707-484-6489
CalBRE #01712217
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