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Ready for school? Almost. This group of fourth- and fifth-graders are soaking in the last few days of summer before returning to roam 
the halls of Blosser Lane Elementary School on Monday. Girls, standing, from left: Kiera Dragness, Kaylen Thom, Julie Walters, Kenna 
Thom and Katelyn Germann. Boys, sitting, from left: Shaun Stockley and Kyle Walters.                                           Photo by Maureen Moore

Going back to school
Parents cheer, and teachers prepare for the herd of Willits Unified School District 

students who will head back to school on August 24!
Check out the B section of today’s paper for Willits Weekly’s 2015 Education Edition #1!

Well-wishes for 
a great year!

Send well-wishes, a sweet message, or words of 
encouragement to your new or returning students in 
next week’s Education Edition #2! 

Sending in your photo is FREE! 
We will publish as many as we can in the August 27 

Willits Weekly (as we do every year: these are some 
of last year’s featured back-to-school students). 

All you need to do is email your photo to 
willitsweekly@gmail.com with a caption. 

Deadline for photos is end of day Monday, 
August 24. 

Questions? 707-972-7047.

Engineer 
warns city of 

record wet 
winter

It’s going to be a wild, 
wet winter, engineer John 
Mitchell, president of 
an independent energy 
efficiency consulting firm, 
warned the Willits City 
Council during the public 
communication portion of 
last Wednesday’s council 
meeting.

 “According to NOAA 
[National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration],” Mitchell 
said, “there is going to be 
an El Nino this year that is 
going to be as strong if not 
stronger than the strongest 
on record.”

Adding concern to 
this prediction, Mitchell 
noted, are warming ocean 
temperatures from here to 

Damian Sebouhian
Reporter

Safeway to 
end 

participation 
in eScrip

Safeway has decided to 
terminate its participation 
in the eScrip program, a 
decision that will remove 
millions of dollars annually 
from school coffers 
throughout the United 
States. Although hard data 
for the impact to Willits 
schools was not available 
at press time, Willits 
Weekly estimates the loss 
to programs to the school 
district could amount to 
$30,000 a year, or more. 

According to Safeway 
Public Relations Director 
Keith Turner, Safeway 
decided to discontinue its 
participation in eScrip “after 
careful review.” 

“The decision was 
driven by our desire to 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Board of 
supervisors 

round-up 

Twenty-one local fire 
districts are uniting to 
form the Mendocino 
County Association of Fire 
Districts, Hopland Fire 
Department board member 
Dave Roderick told county 
supervisors Tuesday.

The purpose of creating 
the association, Roderick 
said, will be to “promote 
and maintain equity in the 
distribution of Proposition 
172 funds.”

He noted many fire 
districts in the county 
are in crisis mode: their 
volunteer base is aging, 
they are increasingly unable 
to attract and retain new 
recruits, and their funding 
stream is inadequate to 
allow them to meet the tasks 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Supes create 
ad hoc 

to deal with 
library issues

Supervisors John 
McCowen and Dan Gjerde 
have been named to a 
special ad hoc committee 
to deal with issues between 
the county and its library 
system. 

The issues were brought 
into focus by a 2013-14 
grand jury report issued 
in May 2014. The main 
issues brought forward at 
that time were whether the 
library is a special district, 
but is not being treated as 
one; that certain costs the 
county charges the library 
are unwarranted; and that 
the county librarian should 
be paid from the county’s 
general fund rather than the 
library fund. 

In summer 2014, county 
officials, including CEO 
Carmel Angelo and the 
board of supervisors, 
responded dismissively 
to the grand jury report, 
arguing the grand jury’s 
interpretation of state law 
and county government 
codes was wrong.

The grand jury came 
back with another report 
on the library in its 2014-15 
report, issued this May. In 
this report, the grand jury 
analyzed in greater detail 
than its previous report why 
each of the three assertions 
noted above is based on 
law. 

In its 2014-15 report, the 
grand jury recommended 
the county remove all 
A87 charges for library 
equipment from the library’s 
budget, and any A87 costs 
required from the library be 
limited to A87 charges for 
building costs actually paid 
for by the county.

The A87 designation 
refers to the Federal 
Office of Management and 
Budget’s Circular No. A-87, 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Prison for 
driver in 2014 
fatal crash

A 20-year-old Ukiah 
woman was sentenced to 
state prison Tuesday in 
Mendocino County Superior 
Court for a 2014 Eastside 
Road accident that left an 
18-year-old Calpella man 
dead and injured a 15-year-
old Redwood Valley boy.

Sparrow Mary Brown-
Steele will have to serve 
85 percent of her 56-month 
sentence for gross 
vehicular manslaughter 
while intoxicated, before 
becoming eligible for parole, 
according to the Mendocino 
County District Attorney’s 
Office.

Dan McKee
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Willits residents held 
for auto theft

Two Willits residents were arrested Friday, August 
14 after Mendocino County sheriff’s deputies pulled 
over a Toyota pickup truck reported stolen from 
Humboldt County at the Evergreen Shopping 
Center.

When deputies, assisted by Willits police officers, 
approached the truck at about 2:40 pm, the male 
driver, later identified as John M. Rutherford, gave 
them a false name, according to sheriff’s Lt. Greg 
Stefani.

“A search of the stolen vehicle revealed drug 
paraphernalia and three syringes, one loaded with 
methamphetamine,” Stefani noted.

Documents belonging to 37-year-old Tasha Wake, 
and other items of Wake’s, also were located inside 
the vehicle, he added.

Deputies had reportedly seen Wake in the 
passenger seat of the vehicle earlier that day.

While deputies were searching the truck, Wake 
walked up carrying a backpack, Stefani said, and was 
arrested on suspicion of possessing a stolen vehicle. 
A search of her backpack revealed clothing items 
with colored tags attached and items of china with 
Goodwill Store price tags on them.

“It was confirmed with Goodwill staff that the 
items had been taken from the Goodwill store in the 
Evergreen Center earlier in the day,” Stefani said.

Wake was arrested on suspicion of auto theft 
and petty theft from a retailer. Rutherford was 
arrested on suspicion of auto theft, possession 
of methamphetamine, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, giving false ID to a peace officer, and 
violation of probation.

Both Wake and Rutherford were taken to county 
jail. Wake is being held in-lieu of $15,000 bond. 
Rutherford is being held without bail.

Over on Page 11
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Two arrested for drugs 
and weapons in Willits

A Willits man and a Covelo woman were arrested Saturday, 
August 8 after sheriff’s deputies observed them acting suspiciously 
in the bushes near the intersection of Sherwood Hill Drive and Kawi 
Place in Willits.

As the deputies, who were on foot patrol at about 10:24 am, 
approached the woman, later identified as 32-year-old Pauline 

Honey oil lab suspected  
in Covelo fire

A honey oil lab operation is suspected to be responsible for an 
August 11 fire in Round Valley.

Firefighters from the Covelo Fire Protection District found an 
outbuilding fully engulfed in flames after being called to the 70000 
block of Henderson Lane around 11 pm.

The outbuilding was destroyed, but 
firefighters were able save a cottage and 
barn on the property, according to Covelo 
Assistant Fire Chief Linda Marshall.

The Covelo Fire Protection District said one person occupying the 
guest cottage was injured and taken to Frank R. Howard Memorial 
Hospital in Willits. A firefighter suffered a non-serious knee injury 
fighting the blaze. 

Firefighters initially thought the blaze was the result of an accident, 
but changed their minds after butane tanks were discovered at the 
scene, according to sheriff’s Capt. Greg Van Patten, who said the 
site may have been used as an illegal honey oil lab.

Butane fuel is typically used to chemically extract a resinous oil 
from marijuana. 

“We called out the [Mendocino Major Crime] Task Force, and they 
took over the investigation,” Van Patten said.

Dan McKee
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Over on Page 11Read the rest of
Fire
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California School Employees
To the Editor:
Dear Willits community members: FYI, the California 
School Employees, local Chapter 261 of Willits had high 
hopes to better our salary schedule, so that community 
members of all ages will want to apply and work with the 
children in the greater Willits area.
We have yet to get there, considering our recently approved 
salary schedule.
Some positions have been impossible to fill: a diesel 
mechanic for instance starts at $16.15 an hour, however, 
depending on experience and knowledge, that employee 
can enter at step C for $17.78. Our health coordinator/
nurse, meaning a vocational nurse or registered nurse, 
can only make up to $15.74 to start. Although the health 
coordinator position has been filled, it took about four 
years.
The beginning range in the salary schedule starts at #4 
at $10 an hour with no raise for three years. (See salary 
schedule below.) Nonetheless, the executive board of 
the local Willits Chapter 261 would like to thank board 
members Laurie Harris and Alex Bowlds for their continued 
support of all employees working for Willits Unified. 

The Willits Chapter 261 executive board is reaching out 
to Willits residents in hopes someone will step up and 
better the current system, and ask for appointment to the 
school board, as there is one empty seat to be filled by 
appointment. Thank you. 

Classified School Employees  
executive board, local Chapter 261  

Coastal Cleanup September 19
To the Editor:
Greetings to the greater Willits community!
It’s that time again. The California Coastal Cleanup day is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 19, 2015 from 9 am to 
12 pm.  
All volunteers should arrive at City Hall between 8 and 9 
am for registration and to choose which area or creek you 
wish to work on. 
Once again we will be focused on the five creeks running 
through town and a few areas with significant trash build-
up. The City of Willits will be providing trash bags, latex 
gloves and trash bag pickup. Please dress appropriately, 
with heavy gloves, boots, a hat and long pants.  

We have every reason to expect 
heavier than normal rainfall in 
the coming winter so it’s doubly 
important that we address the 
trash before it washes into the 
creeks and eventually the Eel 
River. Bring a friend, and let’s all 
have a great time making Willits 
cleaner.
Please contact me if you have 
any questions, at 459-7122.

John Sherman, Willits 

Mitigation 
contractor’s good 
work 
To the Editor:
The mitigation work in Little Lake 
Valley, associated with the Willits 
bypass project, is now in full 
swing. Seeing the green gates 
with “HARC” and the obvious 
earthwork going on, I got curious 
as to who HARC was. HARC 
stands for Hanford Applied 
Restoration & Conservation, 
usually referred to as Hanford 
ARC. They are, I believe, the 
main mitigation contractor for the 
Willits bypass project. Hanford 
ARC is a local firm, based 
out of Sonoma. I have looked 
extensively at their website, as 
well as other sites that they are 
mentioned in, to get an idea as to 
what kind of projects they do and 
the quality of their work.
HARC specializes in stream, 
wetland, revegetation and 
native grass seeding projects, 
as well as other related large-
scale landscape restoration 
and construction projects. They 
have done work in the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, 
Point Reyes National Seashore, 
and the Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge, among many 
other places. Their website gives 
in-depth descriptions of various 
projects they have been involved 

with, including photographs of projects in process.
One of Hanford ARC’s wetlands restoration projects that I 
found particularly interesting was the Giacomini project in 
Point Reyes National Seashore. The 550 acre Giacomini 
Dairy had leveed a tidal zone in the 1940s to reclaim land 
for cattle grazing. The Giacomini wetlands restoration 
project restored 12 percent of California’s outer coastal 
wetlands along the central coast and 50 percent of the 
vegetated intertidal Tomales Bay wetlands.
There is a wonderful 15-minute video on the National Park 
Service website regarding this project. Hanford ARC was 
presented with a U.S Department of the Interior award for 
its work on the Giacomini Wetlands Restoration. Since the 
work was completed, increases in the duck population and 
breeding bird species have been noted. Sightings of bald 
eagles and otters have increased. Rare salt marsh plants 
have spread rapidly into the new marsh habitat. 
According to Hanford ARC’s website, after construction 
is complete, HARC’s “maintenance and monitoring crews 
provide the follow-through to make sure your project 
achieves the desired results”. 
It is important to take into consideration that our Little Lake 
Valley wetlands are not pristine, native wetlands. They 
have been significantly altered for agricultural use over 
the past 150 years. Hopefully, the mitigation work being 
done by HARC will restore some of the natural quality of 
our wetlands. 
Whether you are pro-bypass, anti-bypass or just an 
acceptor of the bypass, I hope you will go on the website 
for Hanford Applied Restoration & Conservation to read 
about and look at some of the wonderful habitat restoration 
projects they have been associated with.

Jeanne King, Willits

Wetlands creation areas
To the Editor:
A letter to Congressman Jared Huffman, State Senator 
Mike McGuire, Assemblyman Jim Wood, and Third District 
Supervisor Tom Woodhouse:
This is an urgent request for an immediate meeting with 
you to discuss Caltrans’ extremely destructive activities in 
the Willits bypass mitigation lands in the northern part of 
Little Lake Valley, especially along Davis Creek and Outlet 
Creek.  
Caltrans’ earth-moving activities on the mitigation lands, 
contracted to Hanford ARC, have revealed extensive 
archeological artifacts that, according to the provisions of 
the National Historical Preservation Act, should necessitate 
an immediate halt of such activities until further site 
identification and avoidance measures can be undertaken, 
rather than waiting until bulldozing activities have been 
completed as is Caltrans’ current operating plan.
Caltrans’ excavation in so-called “wetlands creation areas” 
has removed several inches to several feet of rich top soil 
that plays an essential role in carbon sequestration, soil 
fertility, groundwater retention, wildlife habitat and erosion 
control, among many other things.
It is unimaginable that this stripping of top soil could be 
implemented in the name of wetlands mitigation. Most 
urgently, we would like to see a halt to all ground-disturbing 
activities in the mitigation lands until resource agencies, 
tribes and Caltrans meet to agree on cultural site protection.
Also urgently, we would like to request your assistance 
in arranging a community meeting with Caltrans, where 
all interested members of the public would be invited 
to express their concerns about the activities on the 
mitigation lands, where Caltrans and Hanford ARC could 
present their activities and plans for the mitigation lands, 
and where we could develop some improved mechanisms 
for dialogue between the citizens of Little Lake Valley and 
Caltrans.
P.S. Please click on this link to view a very informative 
14-minute video about Caltrans’ activities on the mitigation 
lands. http://youtu.be/E2HbRVVyqZA

Ellen Drell, Willits Environmental Center; 
Priscilla Hunter,  Coyote Valley Band of Pomo 

Indians; Madge Strong, Save Our Little Lake 
Valley; Ana Cox, Shamrock Artisan Goat 

Cheese and Summer Breeze Organic Farm;  
Sara Grusky, Green Uprising Farm and Save 

Our Little Lake Valley 

Becoming a charter county
To the Editor:
I am very grateful that Vandana Shiva has offered to make 
a presentation on September 7 as a fundraiser for our 
campaign to get a county charter on the June 2016 ballot. 
Dr. Shiva is an internationally known author and activist 
who continually works to uphold the rights of people and 
of nature. She is particularly known for her fight against 
the huge seed companies that have been stealing and 
patenting plants that are the birthright of the people of her 
native India. 
The Charter Project’s path is interwoven with hers as we 
seek to educate our local communities and encourage 
them to take charge of the decisions that will guide our 
future and that of the beautiful land that surrounds us.
Why is it important to be a charter county? The California 
Constitution states that all political power is inherent in the 
people. Having a charter allows the people of a county to 
reclaim that power and have a greater say in their own 
governance. Fourteen California counties already have 
charters and have been able to implement changes specific 
to their own situation and needs. For example:
Santa Clara County has no charge for a candidate 
statement in the voter pamphlet, and they’re allowed to 
have Instant Runoff Voting. 
San Francisco (city and county) has established the 
“precautionary principle” as the framework for their policies. 
There are parental leave policies for supervisors and other 
county employees. They also have a ban against the 
county/city using tropical hardwood and virgin redwood. 
Butte County established a Treasury Oversight Committee 
that allows agencies, school districts and the public to 
guide investment of the county’s funds.
According to the California Constitution, the provisions of 
a charter are the law of the state and have the force and 
effect of legislative enactments. We choose to become a 
charter county to have our voices heard on issues that 
impact our economy, resources and everyday life. 
Becoming a charter county will not instantly create the kind 
of governance we might visualize. But it’s another tool to 
work with as we seek to build a partnership with our county 
government that will serve the county, the people and our 
environment.
I’m a member of the Charter Project of Mendocino County 
and invite you to join us to hear Vandana Shiva in person.
at Little Lake Grange, Monday, September 7 from 6 to 9 
pm. There will also be hors d’oeuvres, wine, and a silent 
auction.

Mary Zellachild, Willits
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Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to 
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd 
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits 
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District 
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter 
publication from any one writer to once a month. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, 
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and 
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and 
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of 
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous 
source will be published, although a request to withhold the 
writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

Dr. Reed is a fellowship-trained allergist and immunologist who 

specializes in evaluating, diagnosing and managing a wide range of 

allergic diseases and immune system abnormalities. Some of the 

conditions that Dr. Reed treats include; allergic reactions, asthma, 

chronic hives, drug and food allergies, and many other conditions. 

Dr. Reed is now welcoming new patients. 

  Please
Welcome

Welcoming  
New Patients

707.463.7490

Jewmaull J. Reed, MD  |  Allergy & Immunology

A L L E R G Y  A N D  I M M U N O L O G Y

260 Hospital Drive, Suite 103  |  Ukiah CA 95482  |  www.uvmc.org

A happy, celebratory group of about 60 friends, 
family, Rotarians, and others gathered beneath the 

Willits Arch on Main Street 
on August 12 to welcome 
Brad Walton and Steve 
Kesling home. Walton, 

along with his friend and former WHS woodshop 
teacher Steve Kesling, completed a 65-day bike 
ride of 3,760 miles from Williamsburg, Virginia to 
San Francisco as a fundraiser for the Rotary Polio 
Eradication Fund. Willits Police followed the two into 
town with their lights flashing. 

Lynn Kennelly, executive director of the Willits 
Chamber of Commerce, who was instrumental in 
planning the welcome home celebration commented, 
“The enormity of what Brad and Steve have 

accomplished really struck a chord in me, and I 
felt strongly that we needed to do something as a 
community to welcome them back and hopefully 
further their cause for the eradication of polio.”

Many of those in attendance said they were there 
because they felt it was important to acknowledge 
Walton’s commitment to complete this grueling bike 
ride. Sheriff Tom Allman expressed that Walton’s 
trip was a “huge success” and was relieved he was 
home safely. Others commented that they had family 
members or friends who’d suffered from polio and 
wanted to recognize Walton’s accomplishment and 
his efforts to raise funds to eradicate the disease.

Welcome home!
Cross-country cyclists raise $8,425 with ‘Pedal for Polio’

Jenny Senter
Features Writer

Over on Page 4Read the rest of
Walton

Above, left: Mike Colvig greets Rotarian cyclist Brad Walton on his return to 
Willits.
Above: Walton and his cycling companion Steve Kesling arrive to cheers.
Below, left: Earl Myers, at left, Carlyn Woodhouse, Marette Myers and Tracie 
Mello, at right, on hand to congratulate Walton, in center.
Below: The welcoming committee, from left to right: Victor Hansen, Jill Walton, 
Rick Sagan, Jeremy Miller and Ari Gray, and Holli Walton, in front. 

Photos by Jenny Senter

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers

Support Willits Weekly!
Subscribe online!

www.WilllitsWeekly.com

Classified Salary Schedule 2015-16
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COLDWELL BANKER MENDO REALTY INC. PRESENTS 

Homes For Dogs Project 
Our Realtors...Helping Your Find a Home, 

and Helping Shelter Dogs Find a Family 

To adopt, or learn more information  
about “Milo”, please contact the   

Human Society of Inland Mendocino County 

707.485.0123 

Meet Bill 
Realtor® Bill Barksdale has a long history of 
loving dogs, cats and all animals since his 
first Collie companion at age 4.  "I have the 
greatest respect and affection for the peo-
ple who operate the Humane Society & 
other pet adoption organizations like SAF-
ER Equaine Rescue.  The degree to which 
we care for these little & (big) ones reflects 

Meet Milo 
Milo is a 9 year old Fox Terrier 
who is as sweet as they come. His 
age has not slowed him down and 
he can still benefit from a daily 
walk or activity. He could be in a 
home with other dogs and cats 

How To 
Sudoku:

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a Sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

Crossword 
Puzzle & 
Sudoku

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Munich jazz label
  4. A lump of clay
  8. Showy ornament
 10. __ Girl, brand of beer
 11. Aka Kissavos
 12. Warmest season of  
       the year
 13. 2nd longest Bulgarian  
       river
 15. Records the brain’s  
       electric currents 
 16. Cutting part of a drill
 17. Colorful Italian city
 18. The last part
 19. Pouch
 20. “Mad Men” creator
 24. No (Scottish)
 25. Actress Farrow
 26. Focus cars (Co.  
       initials)
 27. Snakelike fish
 28. One point E of due S
 29. Grey sea eagle

 30. Female “Mad Men”  
       star
 37. Actress Lupino
 38. Time units (abbr.)
 39. Moses’ elder brother
 40. 4th Caliph of Islam
 41. Treaty of Rome  
       creation
 42. Theatrical play
 43. Told on
 45. “To tie” in Spanish
 46. Amidst
 47. Exchange for money
 48. Bar game missile
 49. Pluto or ___ Pater 
CLUES DOWN
  1. Selfishness
  2. Cinnamon source
  3. Revolutionary firearm
  4. Br. university town river
  5. Lower back region
  6. Relating to oil
  7. Soil
  9. Cause to lose courage
 10. Pushed in nose dog

 12. Dregs
 14. Part of a cheer
 15. Point midway between  
       NE and E
 18. Female sheep
 19. Main
 21. In a way, tangled
 22. WWII female grunts
 23. Nothing
 26. Hoover’s organization
 27. Before
 28. Patti Hearst’s captors
 29. One point S of due E
 30. Film splicer & viewer
 31. Something curved in  
       shape
 32. Possessed
 33. Patagonian hares
 34. Gave a formal speech
 35. Resident of Mogadishu
 36. Tangles
 37. Annona diversifolia
 40. Mures river city
 41. Same as 15 across
 44. Explosive

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

Kesling, whose first of four bike trips 
across the U.S. was an eastbound trip on 
a tandem bike with his wife – and their 
1.5-year-old son in a trailer – said this 
trip from the east was more difficult than 
his previous trips. He cited unseasonably 
heavy rains, humidity, brutal headwinds, 
and heat as the biggest challenges. Kesling 
said he was very impressed with Walton’s 
positive attitude and unfailing commitment 
to finish the ride. 

Walton remarked that he thinks of 
Kesling as a brother and appreciated how 
helpful Kesling was with all the challenges 
he faced on his first ride across the country. 
He also said that he found the encouraging 
words posted on his GoFund Me account 
gave him the inspiration to complete the 
trip. 

Reflecting on the challenges of the ride, 
Walton said that for him, the scariest part 
of the trip was a day he discovered several 
ticks on his body. He also found the rain 
and humidity in Virginia a challenge that 
made the state seem endless. Kentucky 
and Tennessee’s rolling hills were a trial 
because it would take 15 minutes to climb 
about 150 feet in elevation, five minutes to 
go down the hill, and then he would start 
all over again at the bottom of the next hill. 
He found the strong head winds made for 
difficult cycling on a few of the days.

Traffic wasn’t too much of a problem, 
but Walton mentioned the coal trucks were 
nerve-racking because of their massive 
size, the endless stream of them, and the 
speed at which they traveled. His first 100-
mile day was when they cycled over the 
Sierras – he didn’t find those mountains as 
difficult as he anticipated because of the 
gradual climb.

Rotary Clubs throughout Walton’s 
journey across the U.S. offered him and 
Kesling housing, either in their homes or 
yards or, in one case, via a donation of 
a two-bedroom suite at the Ice House in 
Telluride. Other clubs helped with meals 
and donations to the Pedal for Polio Fund. 

According to the Rotary website, Rotary, 
UNICEF and their partners have reduced 
polio cases by 99 percent worldwide since 
their first project to vaccinate children in the 
Philippines in 1979. While there were only 
370 cases confirmed worldwide last year, 
the remaining countries of Afghanistan, 
Nigeria and Pakistan have presented a 
difficult challenge due to geographical 
isolation, poor public infrastructure, and 
armed conflict and cultural barriers. 

Holli Walton, Brad’s daughter, said 
that donations continue to come in, with 
donations to the fund drive reaching 
$8,425. Donations can be made by check 
and mailed to 40 West Mendocino Street 
in Willits or made online at the Brad Pedal 
for Polio Go Fund Me website, http://www.
gofundme.com/bradpedalforpolio.

From Page 3
The rest of

Walton

Left: Carol 
Gibson 
and 
Marcia 
Davis are 
more than 
happy 
to have 
Walton 
back in 
the office.

Photo by 
Jenny 
Senter

True gardeners don’t worry about high 
temperatures or a bit of smoke in the air when 

faced with a chance 
to learn more about 
their favorite subject: 
gardens! About 20 

gardeners showed up for Willits Economic 
Localization’s 9th annual garden tour on 
Saturday, focusing on Westside Willits. 

The August 15 walking tour, led by Madge 
Strong, member of the WELL coordinating 
committee, set off from Brookside School to 
visit six gardens on Redwood Avenue, North 
Street and West Mendocino Street, and then the 
final garden, the Brookside School Farm, which 
hosted a hearty lunch, music and a tour of the 
garden.

Featured on this tour were gardens that use 
methods to reduce water use. Some gardens 
used greywater and/ or rainwater catchment 
systems to offset the drought. Also prevalent 

was the use of swales to harvest rainwater 
for the aquifer and berms which offered fertile 
planting beds. These and many other methods 
of water conservation were especially interesting 
for attendees anxious for ideas to help keep their 
gardens alive during this epic drought. 

One fascinating catchment system was seen 
at our first stop, David and Ursula Partch’s 
home. The Partches created a large swale or 
depression in their back yard. This depression 
is fed by rainwater piped from their rain gutters 
to the swale. Ursula and David explained that 
the water permeates the soil and filters into the 
water table or aquifer. They take advantage of 
the aquifer by focusing their growing season 
with crops that mature early in the season when 
the groundwater is more abundant. Ursula noted 
that by August their garden is mostly finished 
with its growing season. 

Ursula shared fresh slices of Katja tomatoes 
with the group, which she grows because they 

are a 60-day tomato. It’s an ideal tomato, as the 
fruits ripen early. 

The Partches are on city water, and rarely use 
more than eight units a month (6,000 gallons). 
They use only a garden hose, and hand water 
on an as-needed basis. Their front yard is 
watered just twice a year since the plants are 
well-established.

Next up was the North Street Collective (also 
known as Grandma Mavis’ old house). Natasha 
Hoehn, administrative director and resident 
artist, gave a brief overview of the collective, 
and then guided the group through the lovely 
ornamental and vegetable garden. Chickens 
pecked in the back of the garden: Hoehn said 
they were useful for their eggs, but also for bug 
control and fertilizer.

Noel Woodhouse, program director and lead 

Westside gardeners show off 
water conservation featuresWELL Garden Tour

Jenny Senter
Features Writer

Over on Page 9Read the rest of
Garden

At top, from left: the Partches’ 
swale catches rainwater from 
the gutters, which filters into 
the aquifer. Ron Woolsey 
shows the roots from the 
blackberry bushes that were 
once on the property where 
his Phoenix Rising garden is 
located. Relaxing by the pond 
at the North Street Collective 
garden, with a “hugelkultur” 
mound to the right. 
Above, from left: Kristin 
Fraser thanks the group 
and talks about upcoming 
WELL events. Holly Madrigal 
and April Tweddell arrive in 
Tweddell’s eco-friendly mode 
of transportation. 
Below, from left: Noel 
Woodhouse of the North Street 
Collective shares future plans 
for the garden. Scott McKeon 
shows off his pumpkin, which 
keeps growing and growing. 

Photos by Jenny Senter
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Thursday, August 20
Now & Then Films: “Open Sesame - The Story 
of Seeds” will screen at 7 pm at the Little Lake 
Grange, 291 
School Street. 
“Seeds are 
profound, holy, 
beautiful, and 
generous. Meet 
the seeds and 
the inspired 
heroes who 
love and protect 
them in this 
marvelous film 
journey. The 
film is a seed 
in its own right 
and can play a 
seminal role in planting ideas that bring together 
food security, food sovereignty, human rights and 
the consumer right to know.” More info:  www.
opensesamemovie.com. Suggested donation 
$5 to $10. “Serving heirloom ‘Tiny but Mighty’  
popcorn with real organic butter and Fair Trade 
chocolate refreshments to benefit the Grange. 
Info: 459-6362.
Shanachie Pub: Singer/songwriter night with 
Dennis Chrisp & Friends. 8 pm. No cover. 50 
South Main Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. 
Info: 459-9194.

Friday, August 21
Shanachie Pub: Kinetic Carnivale Kick-Off Party, 
with The Crux: “multi-instrumentalists, performing 
barn dance tunes, klezmer jams, pirate shanties, 
and bluesy dirges in a theatrical performance 
style.” The Crux is also headlining the Kinetic 
Carnivale’s Grand Ball on Saturday night. Plus 
The Sam Chase. 9 pm. $10 cover. “You are 
welcome and encouraged to dress in your steam 
punk gear!” 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.   

Saturday, August 22
Senior Center Flea Market & BBQ: Low prices 
on kid’s clothes. Root Beer Floats & BBQ Hot 
Dogs available. 8 am to 2 pm. “Want to get rid 

of all the stuff you 
don’t use anymore? 
Rent a space at our 
flea market, and turn 
your unwanted items 
into cash”: Parking lot 
/ table spaces available to rent from 7 am to 3 
pm. $20/each or 2/$30 (Members $15/each or 
2/$25). Please bring your own tables, chairs, 
bags, umbrellas (for shade) and money to make 
change.  Contact Mariya to reserve a space at: 
459-6826.
St. Anthony’s Annual Parking Lot Sale: 9 am 
to 2 pm. St. Anthony’s Hall, 58 Bush Street. For 
more info, or to donate, call 459-5052. 
Free Canning Demonstration: 
Free canning demonstration at 10 
am at Willits Power & Hardware, 
1600 South Main Street. Plus 

20 percent off canning supplies 
purchased that day. 459-6420. 
4th annual Kinetic Carnivale: 
“The Mendocino County 
Museum is pleased to 
announce an all-star lineup of 
performers and entertainers 
– as well as an impressive 
list of hands-on exhibits 
–  at the 4th annual Kinetic 
Carnivale, set for Saturday, 
August 22 and Sunday, 
August 23. Performers include 
Dgiin, Diego’s Umbrella, The Crux, DJ Brycie 
Bones, El Radio Fantastique, plus two marching 
bands, the Hubbub Club and the Garberville 
Town Band, plus Dr. Solar and the Gypsy Time 
Travelers, plus Circus Maximus and more.  The 
Willits Brass Band will compete for attention at 
the Handcar Races at the Skunk Depot tracks 
on Saturday – not Sunday this year – from 1 to 
3 pm. See article elsewhere on Calendar page 
for more details. Proceeds from the Willits Kinetic 
Carnivale benefit the Mendocino County Museum. 
For Kinetic Carnivale day tickets, as well as 
Grand Ball tickets, volunteer opportunities and 
more information, call 707-459-2736 or visit www.
KineticCarnivale.com 
33rd annual Round Valley Blackberry Festival: 
The 33rd Annual Round 
Valley Blackberry Festival 
will be held this year on 
Saturday, August 22 and 
Sunday, August 23 at the 
festival grounds in downtown 
Covelo. Admission is free. 
Mickey will be Master of 
Ceremonies and will kick 
off the festivities at 10 am 
on Saturday. Sip a glass 
of Mendocino County 
wine while listening to the 

numerous local musical groups playing throughout 
the entire weekend. Enjoy a blackberry slush 
while strolling around the surrounding arbor 
which will be full of arts and craft vendors and 
community organizations. There will be a climbing 
wall for children of all ages. Saturday night, at 7 
pm, join the community for a fun square dance. 
The 5k Walk/Run, sponsored by the Friends 
of the Round Valley Library, has been switched 
to Saturday morning at 8 am. No registration 
required; donations go to the Round Valley Library 

Commons; refreshments provided. Call 
Dean Meyer at 354-5205 for more info. 
Later in the day enjoy the motorcycle and 
antique car show featuring both local and 
out-of-town vehicles. The festival runs 
from 10 am to 6 pm on Saturday and 10 
am to 5 pm on Sunday. Further festival or 
booth information can be found at www.

roundvalleyblackberryfestival.com.
GOP meeting in Willits: The Mendocino 
County Republican Central Committee 

will meet Saturday, August 22 from 10 am 
to noon at Lumberjacks Restaurant,  1700 
South Main Street. Info: call Evelyn Hayman, 

707-948-6467 or go to www.mendocountygop.
net.  

Sunday, August 23
Little Lake Grange Pancake 
Breakfast: every fourth Sunday 
breakfast at the Little Lake 
Grange, 8 am to 11 am. Choose 
Sourdough Wholegrain or 
Hank’s Famous Buttermilk 
Pancakes, Beeler’s Quality 
Bacon, organic local farm 
fresh eggs made to order, real 
butter, juice, organic coffee or tea. 
$7; $6 seniors; $4 under 10. Extra 
sides of organic fruit in season or Amish 
maple syrup, $1. 291 School Street (two 
blocks south of Commercial, 1 block west of 

101).
4th annual Kinetic 
Carnivale: See 
Saturday, August 22 
listing for details. 
33rd annual Round 
Valley Blackberry 
Festival: See 
Saturday, August 22 
listing for details. 
Shanachie Pub: 
Bonnie Blackwell 

Memorial Celebration, with  music from The High 
Five Swing Band. 4 to 7 pm. For info, call Marie at 
671-3822. 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Tuesday, August 25
Calling All Cooks: Healthy Harvest Workshops: 
Join seasoned cook and gardener April 
Cunningham of North Coast Opportunities, and 
farmer and jam maker Caroline Radice of Black 
Dog Farm, for a Healthy Harvest Workshop at the 
Little Lake Grange, on Tuesday, August 25. Cook 
with local, seasonal ingredients, and learn how 
to preserve the incoming harvest.  “Make jams, 
pickles, pestos, dressings, soups, and vegetable 
entrées. You will also learn how to process, clean 
and store produce. There will be plenty of food 
and produce to take home, and recipes so you 
can repeat!” 2 to 5 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 
School and Pine streets. $20, which covers the 
cost of local farmers’ produce; all other material 
is provided. Ask about getting a special class 
together for your group or organization. Contact 
April Cunningham to get on the mailing list, or 
register for a workshop at acunningham@ncoinc.
org or 467-3212.
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All 
2D movies that are in their second week are $5 

on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre 
for all ages, all showings. This 

week’s Tightwad movies:  
“The Man from U.N.C.L.E.” 

and “Ricki & The Flash.” 
For showtimes: www.
noyotheatre.com. 57 
East Commercial Street. 

459-6660.

Thursday, 
August 27

Community 
Hu Song: “In 

our fast-paced world, are 
you looking to find more 
inner peace? Join us for 
a Community HU Song, 
Thursday, August 27, at 6 
pm at Willits City Hall, 111 
East Commercial Street. 
HU (pronounced “hue”) is 
a simple, uplifting prayer or 
mantra that can help you 
experience divine love and 
an inner calm. All faiths are 
welcome.” Sponsored by 

Eckankar: Experience the Light & Sound of God. 
Information? Please call 972-2475 or visit www.
miraclesinyourlife.org.
Shanachie Pub: Jazz Night. 8 pm. No cover. 50 
South Main Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. 
Info: 459-9194.

Friday, August 28
Hazmobile in Willits: The HazMobile household 
hazardous waste collection team will 
be at the Willits Corporation Yard, 380 
East Commercial Street, on Friday, 
August 28 and Saturday, August 
29, from 9 am to 1 pm. HazMobile 
accepts toxic materials like paint, 
antifreeze, pesticides, herbicides, 
pool chemicals, gasoline, solvents, 
acids, bases, toxic cleaners, auto and 
household batteries, mercury and 
fluorescent light tubes, that can’t go 
in the trash, for recycling or special 
disposal. Free to households; 15 
gallon limit/per day. Small business 
waste is also welcome at the 
collection, but an appointment must 
be made and a fee will be applied 
per gallon of waste. When bringing 
materials to the HazMobile, the public 
should be careful that items are kept 
in their original containers (except motor oil which 
can be consolidated), that nothing is leaking, 
and that all containers are tied down. Info and 
schedule, call the Recycling Hotline, 468-9704, or 
visit www.mendoRecycle.org
Shanachie Pub: Moonshine Mountain Band. 
9 pm. No cover. 50 South Main Street, behind 
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, August 29
Hazmobile in Willits: See Friday, August 28 

listing for details.
Girls Gone Stitchin’: 
Free annual outdoor 
quilt show put on by 
the Long Valley Quilters 
is set for Saturday, 
August 29 from 10 am 
to 4 pm, and Sunday, 
August 30 from 11 am 
to 4 pm. Behind The 
Fat Quail quilt shop, 
44550 Highway 101 in 
Laytonville. “Come and 
vote for your favorite 
quilted items, purchase 

raffle tickets for our selection of themed, filled 
baskets or a spectacular quilt (proceeds go 
towards scholarships for Laytonville High School 
grads). The theme for this year’s challenge is: 
Animals, including a group of elephant quilts 
as well as quilts in all sizes, tote bags, table 

runners, and pillows. As always, there will be some 
items for sale. Ron Crane will join us on Saturday 
with his collection of antique washing machines, 
irons (from the 1850s-1950s), and ironing boards 
including a child’s board and iron.” Info: 984-6966.
FFA Alumni Fundraiser Dinner: The Future 
Farmers of America Willits Alumni “Blue & Gold” 
Fundraiser Dinner is set for Saturday, August 29 
this year. 5 pm at the Willits Frontier Days Rodeo 
Grounds. “Bring your family for food and fun.” 

Tickets $25 a plate.  
Info: 459-6588.
Shanachie Pub: House 
of Love Night with 
DJ Podge. 9 pm. No 
cover. 50 South Main 
Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-
9194.

Sunday, 
August 30
Girls Gone Stitchin’: 
Quilt show in Laytonville; 
see Friday, August 29 
listing for details. 

What's Happening Around Town Ongoing 
Events:

Willits Summer Farmers Market: from 3 to 6 pm every 
Thursday at City Park on East Commercial Street, 
with produce, local meats and fish, local grains, 
dinner, baked goods, gift items, chocolates, crafts, 
live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and 
more. 
“Valley Painters Present”: August show at the Willits 
Center for the Arts, “Valley Painters Present,” the 4th 
annual Graduation Exhibit for students of instructor 
Cynda Valle, featuring oil paintings by Marta Alonso 
Canillar and Rachel Schroeder in the Main Room. 
Valle will be painting at the WCA “most days” through 
the month, with other artists also working, from 11 am 
to 5 pm, in addition to usual gallery hours: Thursdays 
and Fridays from 4 to 7 pm, and Saturdays and 
Sundays from noon to 3 pm.  Exhibit runs through 
August 30 at WCA, 71 East Commercial Street. Info: 
459-1732.
Pack Dog Walks: Meet at 9 am on Saturday mornings 
at the model homes in the Haehl Creek subdivision 
off East Hill Road. “Walks are free to attend and a 
great way to socialize and exercise you ... and your 
dog!” Led by Donna Blake of Stay and Play Dog Care. 
Info: 459-1377.
The Emandal Chorale: ongoing rehearsals on 
Wednesdays, 5 to 6:30 pm, for the Chorale’s 21st 
season (rehearsals started August 5), at the Little 
Lake Grange great hall, 291 School Street. No 
auditions: Open to all who love to sing.
Willits Frontier Twirlers: Monday night session at the 
Willits Center for the Arts. New beginner class runs 
from 7 to 8 pm, with dancing to follow from 8 to 9 pm. 
Singles and couples and all ages are welcome. Caller/
teacher Lawrence Johnson. Singles and couples and 
all ages are welcome. $20/month (to help pay the 
caller), with young dancer scholarships available. 
Questions? Contact Emmy Good at Emmy@pacific.
net or Jenny Watts at Wattsup@gmail.com.
Al-Anon Meeting: Every Thursday Night from 5:30 to 
6:30 pm, at the Baechtel Creek Village Community 
Room (behind Rite-Aid at the Evergreen Shopping 
Center. “Al-Anon Family groups are a fellowship of 
relatives and friends of alcoholics who share their 
experience strength and hope to solve their common 
problems. We believe that alcoholism is a family 
illness and that changed attitudes can aid recovery.”
Drop-in Knitting Circle: Due to popular demand, the 
Willits Library is holding the drop-in knitting circle 
every Saturday of the month, from 3 to 4:30 pm at the 
Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial Street. 
“Bring your projects to share and show off! We will 
have expert knitters on board who can solve any 
problems and teach everyone to knit! Bring your own 
projects – we’ll supply the coffee! Sign-ups are not 
necessary – everyone is welcome to drop in.”
Cards and Games at Willits Library: free games in the 
Willits Library’s Community Room. Tuesday bridge 
sessions from 1:30 to 3:30 pm; Thursday bridge 
sessions from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Saturday free bridge 
classes, 10:15 am to 12:15 pm, for new and review 
students. New “Deadly Defense” free bridge classes 
for students with basic bridge skills. 10:15 am to 12:15 
pm; Saturdays through August 22. Info on bridge: 
Donna at 459-9035. Chess: Saturday afternoons 
from 2 to 4:30 pm: bring your chess set and have 
some fun with friends. All ability levels welcome. Info: 
Raymond at 841-0473.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group with 
Linda Posner, Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. Harrah 
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the 
Saint Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 
East Commercial Street. Every 2nd and 4th Friday. 
Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from 
Smoking” class sponsored by the Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital. Every Wednesday at the HMH 
Conference Room, 1 Madrone Street, 6 to 7 pm. 
RSVP to Jennifer Barrett at 707-540-4208. Walk-ins 
are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body 
Works Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: 
Monday to Friday from 2:30 to 5:30 pm; Boxing: 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 pm; 
Karate: Kids aged 5 to 10 from 6 to 7 pm, Tweens, 
Teens and Adults at 7 pm. All SAL programs 
free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or 
Mike Tobin: 354-0565. 
Shanachie Pub: Open Mic every Wednesday. 8 pm. 
Sign-ups start at 7 pm. Movie Night every Tuesday. 
50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. 
Info: 459-9194.
Karaoke Night at Al’s Redwood Room: Every 
Wednesday night, starting at 9 pm. 207 South Main 
Street 459-2444. With Mr. Larry’s New Orleans 
Outside BBQ Café Catering serving from 9 pm until 
1:30 am. Questions? Call Mr. Larry: (707) 367-7865.
Open Mic Jam at Al’s Redwood Room: Every Friday 
night, hosted by Dream Capsule Entertainment, 
featuring talented, established local musicians from 
all over Northern California. Jazz, Blues, Rock. New 
talent welcome. Al’s Redwood Room, 207 South 
Main Street; starting at 9 pm. Mr. Larry’s New Orleans 
Outside BBQ Café Catering serving from 9 pm until 
1:30 am. Questions? Call Mr. Larry: (707) 367-7865.
Laytonville Summer Farmers Market: Mondays from 
2:30 to 5:30 pm at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, 
Laytonville. Buy local: vegetables, juice, bakery, beef, 
lamb, pork, crafts, hot soup, baked goods, and more. 

The Sam Chase

COLUMN | At the Movies

‘The Man From 
U.N.C.L.E.’

The Story:  This is a comedy action adventure of 
international intrigue. The charming American rogue 
Napoleon Solo and Ilya Kuryakin, a dour KGB superspy, 

join forces as a matter 
of necessity to stop 
a sinister cabal from 
blowing up the world, 
which is quite naughty. 
Why they would want 

to blow up the world...well...I’m not quite sure, but it 
doesn’t matter to me because this is such a fun movie. 

My Thoughts:  I gave away my thoughts (if you 
can call them “thoughts”) at the end of the previous 
sentence. This is a funny funny movie, a James Bond 
spoof played straight with great action sequences. 

‘The Man From U.N.C.L.E.’ (for those who don’t 
remember or were too young to remember) is a re-
imagining of a well-loved 1960s TV show. The two leads 
played by Henry Cavill as Solo and Armie Hammer 
as Kuryakin have great, even elegant “buddies-at-

odds” chemistry, and both 
are foils to the beautiful 
women. And as we knew 
in the ’60s … women 
can’t be trusted. (Sorry, 
darlings, for that last 
thought, but that was the 
archetype. The joys of 
nostalgia have their limits.)

Still, if this spy spoof 
genre is one to which 
you’re partial, this movie 
will rock you! I give this 
five stars (that’s out of 
five).

Parents:  Not really for 
little children. The good 
guys win. Some mild sex 
references, but no sleaze.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his 
reality attenuated by the wisdom of 
the imagination.

Daniel Essman
Columnist

‘Raising a Healthier Generation’
Tuesday, September 1

The Avenues to Wellness Speaker Series presents “Raising 
a Healthier Generation,” a talk by Tarney Sheldon, teacher, 
nutrition and physical activity program leader, and North 
Coast Opportunities staff member. 5:30 to 7 pm at the 
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Sheldon will 
“present community-based solutions to move away from the 
national obesity crisis.” “Get a brief overview of health issues 
facing many of our children and learn about the Mendocino 
County organizations working to make a positive difference 
in kids’ lives. Free; donations appreciated. 

Volunteers sought 
for Veterans Stand 

Down Fair
September 9 and 10

Mendocino County Veterans 
Services Office is looking for 
volunteers to support our veterans 
for the second annual Lake and 
Mendocino Veterans Stand Down/
Resource Fair.  This event will be 
held Wednesday, September 9 
and Thursday, September 10, from 
9 am to 4 pm in Clearlake, at the 
American Legion Post 437 located 
at 14770 Austin Road. Volunteers 
may be helping to organize 
supplies, passing out clothing or 
toiletry items, and doing food prep. 
“If you would like to volunteer to 
assist with this event, for the whole 
day or just a few hours, we would 
greatly appreciate your support.   
Please contact Alice Watkins at 
mendovets@co.mendocino.ca.us 
or 707-463-4226.”

Willits Airport Day
Sunday, September 13

The City of Willits announces the 2015 
Willits Airport Day & Heroes Fly-In is set 
for Sunday, September 13, with opening 
ceremonies at 10 am, at the Willits Municipal 
Airport and honoring all emergency 
response heroes who make our lives safer. 
Open House hosted by REACH Air Medical 
Services Base #18 of their new facilities 
and H135 helicopter. Great food, music, 
exhibits and demonstrations. Airplane rides 
flown by long-time professional pilot Karen 
Hernandez of Aviation Therapy, on a four-
seat Cessna 172, taking three passengers 
for a safe and enjoyable ride around the 
Little Lake Valley for a donation of $40 per 
passenger. Her flights will view the new 
Howard Hospital, Willits bypass, downtown 
Willits, the Roots of Motive Power Steam 
Festival, and other area sites. Bring your 
cameras. Free admission. Willits Airport is 
located 4.8 miles north on Sherwood Road 
and 1 mile east on Poppy Drive. More 
information at www.WillitsFlyIn.com or call 
airport manager Dan Ramsey at 841-6252.

“9”
Steampunk Movie at 

The Noyo
To celebrate Kinetic Carnivale, the Noyo 
Theatre will be showing the movie “9,” animated 
3D, August 20 through 23. Showtimes are at 
9 pm only, and tickets are $5. Moviegoers will 
receive a 2-for-1 coupon for daytime admission 
to the Kinetic Carnivale.

Vandana Shiva 
at the Willits 

Grange
Monday, September 7

World-renowned anti-GMO 
crusader Dr. Vandana Shiva 
will speak at the Little Lake 
Grange, 291 School Street, 
on Monday, September 
7, at 6 pm as a benefit 
for the Charter Project of 
Mendocino County. 
“Her fiery opposition to 
globalization and to the 
‘food totalitarianism’ that 
Monsanto is trying to 
impose on the world has 
made her a hero to anti-
GMO activists. Good food 
and wine available for 
purchase.” Tickets $15, at 
Brown Paper tickets and 
local outlets.

Benefit Plant Sale
Sale to benefit the Willits Center for the 

Arts, extended through August 23. Gardener 
Devi Chase is selling the last of her annuals 
(including cosmos, columbine and herbs, 
with chocolate and pineapple mint, sage, 
Italian parsley and sweet marjoram) and 
perennials (including hollyhocks, asters, 
wallflowers, tweedia, rose campion, sweet 
annie, California native fuschia, sedums and 
self-heal). 363 Boscabelle Avenue, between 
San Francisco and East Valley. 10 am to 4 pm. 
Plant lovers are welcome to stop by any day 
except Thursdays.

Drive-Thru BBQ 
Chicken Dinner 

Friday, September 11
The Harrah Senior Center will host 

a drive-thru BBQ Chicken Dinner to 
Go on Friday, September 11 at 1501 
Baechtel Road, from 5:30 to 6:30 
pm. “The Lions Club will be BBQing 
for us, and the tickets come with two 
gift certificates for $5: one courtesy of 
Dr Chana of East Hill Vet and one for 
our Thrift Store.” Tickets are $25 for 
dinner for two. Info: 459-6826. 

The Fifth and Final  
Apple Pie Throwdown

Saturday, September 26
The Fifth and Final Apple Pie Throwdown at Emandal will 
take place on Saturday, September 26. The last chance to 
win a coveted engraved rolling pin for:  The Perfect Crust, 
Best All-Around Apple Pie, Most Delectable Crust, Most 
Creative Apple Pie, Most Aesthetically Pleasing, and the 
People’s Choice Award. A food critic from KQED will be 
on hand as one of the judges.  No entry fee.  The first 25 
people to bring a pie to the show will get into the concert 
free!  “In conjunction, of course, and NOT for the final 
time, with Dave Stamey, singer songwriter extraordinaire, 
and Western Entertainer of the Year, many times over.” 
For more information, check out www.emandal.com. 

Roots of 
Motive Power 

Steam-Up
September 12 and 13

Roots of Motive Power’s 
big annual steam-up at the 
Roots facility at 420 East 
Commercial Street is set 
for Saturday, September 
12 (starting at 9 am) and 
Sunday, September 13 
(ending at 4 pm). “If you 
come to only one of our 
events, this one is it!! We 
will have every one of our 
operating machines fired 
up and in action! Come see 
the Bucyrus 50B dig, the 
steam cranes lift, and the 
Willamette Steam donkey 
and stationary steam 
engines operating. Ride the 
train being pulled by our 
Heisler locomotive. After you 
have worked up an appetite, 
come eat at the BBQ!”

The 4th annual Kinetic Carnivale is set for this 
weekend in Willits, and the handcar races at the 
Skunk Train tracks are happening on Saturday this 
year, starting at 1 pm, with a race-starter performance 
by Willits Brass.
This year’s Willits Handcar Race coordinator Dawn 
Thomas sent Willits Weekly some fun information 
about what racing fans can expect to see at this 
year’s event. Thomas is a competitor, too, racing 
on the Pineapple Express last year and on the Red 
Couch in 2013. “This year, I may be too busy helping 
run the races to actually get on the tracks,” she says, 
“but we’ll see!” 
This year’s Handcar Trophies will be awarded at the 
Grand Ball. 
Here’s the inside scoop from Thomas, with racer and 
handcar descriptions:
“The Rise Of Cyclotron”: This mountain-bike 
handcar was built by Tom Padula, who hails from 
the fine town of Ben Lomond. His team name is “The 
Broad Minded Narrow-Gaugers.” An earlier version of 
this contraption ran in the Kinetic Carnivale Handcar 
Races in 2013, and won for fastest overall. It also 
raced in Santa Rosa’s Handcar Regatta in 2009 and 
2013. The Cyclotron comes apart to fit in a small car 
and has another, shorter bar for the outrigger so that it 
can (theoretically) run on 3-foot, narrow gauge tracks. 
“Speedito Bandito”: The fastest double-pedal 
handcar contraption in the West is back on the tracks 
with the “Bad Hombres,” Gabe and Holly Madrigal. 

These two have seen action before, both as “The 
Dastardly Duo” (who won Best Moustaches that year) 
and as last year’s “Speed Racers.” Their socks alone 
left a wake of destruction. This Speedito rail bike is 
owned by Dorothy Roediger, and she is nice enough 
to let Holly and Gabe race it to victory, year after year. 
Watch out, or these Banditos will steal the win!
“The Pineapple Express”: This pedal car was built 
by Dawn Thomas and Robert Van De Walle, from 
Santa Rosa. This is the Express’ second year at 
the Willits Handcar Races. This year, the addition of 
polyurethane wheels, in the back, will add the traction 
we need to make pulp out of the other entries. The 
Pineapple Express expects to crush our rivals into a 
sweet, tasty juice, and leave them “Pining” for more. 
“The Wowser Speed Laser”: This handcar, built by 
Roger and James Wilson and the Wowser team, right 
here in Willits, is a veteran of three races. This year, 
it has been adjusted for the New Gravitational Flux, 
and is sure to win. Team Wowser has upgraded their 
chains from  12 gauge to 50 gauge.  The Wowser 
Speed Laser race team also includes Bret Newberry 
and Ian Fitzpatrick. They are a blazing force that will 
be reckoned with. 
“The Yellow Submarine”: is a piece of Kinetic 
Sculpture history, now piloted by Marek Lechowski, 
Captain Chuck and his crew.
“The Gridbeamer”: This fabulous handcar, piloted 
by RJ and Phil Jergenson, showcases the versatility 
of the Gridbeam system, designed by the Jergenson 
brothers. 

Kinetic Carnivale handcar races on Saturday this year

Tarney 
Sheldon

Willits Airport Day

Some 
returning 
handcars: 
“The 
Gridbeamer,” 
“The 
Pineapple 
Express,” 
and “The 
Yellow 
Submarine.”
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Serving the Seniors of our Community

SATURDAY, AUG. 22ND

8:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.
HARRAH SENIOR CENTER

Don’t forget to check out our 
low prices in the Thrift Store!

Lots of kids clothes just in 
time for the new school year!

Parking spaces available
to rent from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

$20/each, 2/$30
Members: $15/each, 2/$25

Contact Mariya to Reserve
a Space: 459-6826

459-6826 • 1501 Baechtel Road

FLEA MARKET
              & BBQ

Root Beer Floats
&

BBQ Hot Dogs!

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant

www.mendolegaldocs.com
459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits
I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,

Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

24 Hour 7 Days a Week
Emergency Service • Call Anytime

Tom Wake - Plumbing
Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties
Full Service Residential, Commercial

•Faucets & Tubs
•Toilets
•Gas Lines

For Fast Service Call
707-391-4343

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

24/7

Lic: #884811

•Garbage Disposals
•Pipe Repairs
•Fixture Replacement

H E M A T O L O G Y  &  O N C O L O G Y

  Please
Welcome

Dr. Wang is a board-certified hematologist and oncologist  

who provides personalized compassionate care for his patients.  

As a hematologist and oncologist, Dr. Wang evaluates and  

treats a full-range of blood disorders and cancers. 

Dr. Wang is now accepting new patients. 

Welcoming  
New Patients

707.463.7627

Hengbing Wang, MD  |  Hematology & Oncology

260 Hospital Drive, Suite 207  |  Ukiah CA 95482  |  www.uvmc.org

4PM to 11PM

SATURDAY

EARLY 
SESSION
1ST  PRIZE...$100 CASH

2ND PRIZE...$50 CASH

3RD PRIZE....$30 CASH

4TH  THRU 6TH..$25 FREE PLAY (EACH)

SLOT  TOURNAMENTS

EVENING 
SESSION

1ST  PRIZE...$200 CASH

2ND PRIZE...$150 CASH

3RD PRIZE....$100 CASH

4TH  THRU 6TH..$50 FREE PLAY (EACH)

August 
1, 8, 15, 

22 and 29

Registration starts at 11A 
Tournament Starts at 1P
-40 Points redeemed (points must 
be earned on the particular Saturday)
  -Limited space available
  -3 Minute Tournament

Registration starts at 6P  
Tournament starts at 8P

80 Points redeemed (points must 
be earned on the particular Saturday)

  -Limited space available
  -3 Minute Tournament

100 Kawi Place, Willits      707-459-7330       www.svrcasino.com 

Management reserves all rights to cancel or alter any promotion with little or no notice.

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Starting Friday, Aug. 28th:
No Escape, Shaun the Sheep

and Southpaw Movie Times for 8/21 thru 8/27                                  This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

RICKI
& THE FLASH

- One Week Only -

(PG13)
1 hr 41 mins

Daily thru Thurs: 
2:15, 4:30 & 

6:45pm

THE MAN FROM 
U.N.C.L.E.

(PG13)
1 hr 56 mins

Fri-Sun: 1:00, 
3:30, 6:00 & 

8:30pm
Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 

5:00 & 7:30pm

4th Kinetic Carnival
Steampunk Film “9”

Aug. 21-23
at

9:00pm
All tickets

$5.00

STRAIGHT OUTTA 
COMPTON

(R)
2 hrs 27 mins

Fri-Sun: 1:40,
4:50 & 8:00pm

Mon-Thurs: 3:50 
& 7:00pm

Algebra, Geometry
Tutoring, Test Prep

Mac Smith 459-MATH

Beginning Level Dog 
Training Class

Sallie Palmer - Certified 
Dog Trainer. Tuesdays, 
4 to 5 pm. September 
1- October 13 ( no class 
September 22). $150.00 
for 6 weeks. For more 
information and to register 
go to wellmanneredmutts@
gmail.com. 707-463-3647.

Help Wanted
Willits Charter School seeks 
a Part-Time Instructional 
Math/Science Aide. Job 
includes yard supervision. 
Skilled in working with 
middle/high school students 
a must.  $10 per hour.  
Contact Jennifer Lockwood 
at jlockwood@willitscharter.
net or call 707-459-5506. 

Help Wanted
Housekeeping - Must be 
reliable, a team player and 
willing to work weekends 
and have a way to get to 
work. Apply in person: 101 
Gregory Lane, Willits, CA 

Mechanics Wanted
Willits Power and Hardware 
is looking for experienced 
mechanics. Must have 
knowledge of 2 & 4 stroke 
engines and supply own 
tools. Inquire within.

RV/Trailer  
Space for Rent

Space for RV’s and Trailers 
$390 per month, includes 
water & garbage. Close 
to Safeway in Willits. 
Call Rhonda (707) 367-
6178. See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:

Zibergirl.com
707-367-6182, Willits.

Volunteers Wanted
Frank Howard Memorial 
Hospital is looking for 
positive members of the 
community to volunteer in 
various departments of the 
hospital. Hours: flexible 
and can include weekends. 
More info? Call 456-3245.

Volunteer 
Opportunities

The Willits Senior Center 
has many areas where 
your expertise and talents 
are needed. Front Desk, 
Thrift Store, Dining Room, 
Sunday Bingo, Sunday 
Breakfast, Special Dinners, 
Landscaping, Garden, 
Firewood. Come join our 
Team, Call Mariya at 707-
459-6826.

Community HU Song
In our fast-paced world, are 
you looking to find more 
inner peace? Join us for 
a Community HU Song, 
Thursday, August 27, at 
6 pm at Willits City Hall, 
111 E Commercial Street.  
HU (pronounced hue) is a 
simple, uplifting prayer or 
mantra that can help you 
experience divine love and 
an inner calm.  All faiths 
are welcome. Sponsored 
by Eckankar: Experience 
the Light & Sound of God. 
Information?  Please 
call 972-2475 or visit 
miraclesinyourlife.org.

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC and Macintosh. Repairs 
and configuration $35/
hr. Tutoring $15/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.com. 

For Rent
Small studio cottage in 
Westside Willits. Partially 
furnished: futon, mini-stove 
and mini-fridge w/freezer, 
plus real bathroom and 
small patio area. Separate 
entrance. No smoking/no 
pets. $500/month includes 
utilities, cable and internet. 
Available now. 707-671-
3822.

For Rent
Small Office: 110 S. Main 
St. upstairs. $300 month, 
plus $300 security deposit. 
Water & garbage paid. 
Lincoln Realty: 459-4599.

For Rent
1400 sq ft office w/ private 
bath: 45 W. Mendocino 
Ave. $500 month, plus $500 
security deposit. Water 
& garbage paid. Lincoln 
Realty: 459-4599.

For Sale
Goats for Sale in Willits. 
707-483-0741.

Help Wanted
Mariposa Market now 
accepting applications for 
Produce and Chill/Frozen 
Dept. Must be able to 
work weekends and lift up 
to 75 lbs. Applications at 
Mariposa or online at www.
mariposamarket.com.

Help Wanted
Handyperson wanted for 
busy hotel. Job includes 
weekends and some days 
during the week. Job 
includes watering, pool 
cleanup, and various jobs 
and duties that are unique 
to hotels. Please apply 
in person at 101 Gregory 
Lane, Willits, CA

Help Wanted
Adventist Health-Homecare 
& Hospice Services 
Mendocino County. F/T - 
P/T - Per Diem positions: 
RN, Home Health Aide, 
Physical & Occupational 
Therapist. Great Team & 
Great Benefits. Call Trudy-
H/R #456-3230. 

CLASSIFIEDS

30 words 
for 2 weeks 

for $10!

willitsweekly@gmail.com

artist in the 
collective, was 
also on hand 
to answer 

questions about the techniques used in the garden and to 
outline future plans for further development of the garden 
and house. He provided information about the huge raised 
garden bed called a “hugelkultur.” This German method 
uses rotten logs as a base. Compost and dirt are then 
added to create the garden bed. As time goes by, the logs 
rot and the bed becomes loaded with nutrients and air 
pockets. This creates an incredibly rich soil with plenty of 
room for the root system to develop. 

A short walk away was Phoenix Rising, the garden and 
classroom of Ron Woolsey of Living Sculpture Studios. In 
just two short years, Woolsey, who studied agriculture at 
Napa Junior College, has helped transform this empty lot 
into a fantastic garden filled with raised beds topped with 
beautiful and sometimes whimsical art created by Woolsey. 
The tour group was impressed with the “wedding cake” 
three-tiered raised beds topped with Woolsey’s sculptures. 

He told the group that a major influence to his gardening 
style was his two years with Alan Chadwick in Covelo. 
Chadwick, who is called by some the greatest horticulturist 
of the 20th century, developed and taught the Biodynamic 
French Intensive Method of gardening. Woolsey said 
he is thankful that he could train with Chadwick, and he 
incorporates many of Chadwick’s methods to create his 
lush garden. 

Woolsey said he would have a difficult time watering 
the garden he has without the help of the well located on 
the property. He uses drip and misters to water depending 
on the soil type. He recommended stopping overhead 
watering, to always deep water your plants’ roots, and 
to water well before summer and fall rains. He said that 
sprinkling plants with water from a hose just confuses the 
plants into thinking more rain is coming and weakens them.

Woolsey teaches classes on gardening, in a partnership 
with North Coast Opportunities, on the first Saturday of the 
month from 11 to 3 pm. Contact Woolsey either by text or 
voicemail for more details at 707-489-5408. 

Our next stop was the home of Annie Waters and Richard 
Jergensen. By then, the day was heating up to the mid-60s 
and the cool shade of Waters’ lush garden was a welcome 
relief. Besides the beautiful antique claw foot bathtub and 
outdoor shower, the pièce de résistance for the group was 
Water’s 3,000 gallon water tank. She shared that the tank, 
which takes advantage of the rainwater from the gutters, 
takes about one day to fill when the rain is heavy. 

Her experience in using greywater for landscape 
watering from her 1926 house had her warning the group 
about the difficulties with trying to plumb old houses for this 
water-saving technique. She has found that the pipes are 
rarely where you think they are, and everything costs much 
more than expected. 

Waters and Jergensen used a design of berms and 
swales developed by Max Meyer, founder of Mendocino 
Ecological Learning Center, in their garden, and have been 
extremely happy with the results. One unexpected result 
of the drought has been that their grapes, which have 
received little water, are doing extremely well, and they 
expect a bumper crop. 

A short walk away, we visited the garden of Scott and 
Patricia McKeon-Toliver. They decided to take advantage 
of California’s “Every Drop Counts” tax credit, and replaced 
their lawn with an edible garden. The results are stunning! 
Their well-planned vegetable garden of tomatoes, 

cabbage, kale, chard, pumpkins, beans and much more 
– interspersed with flowers – encompasses their entire 
front yard. Lava rock was placed in between raised beds to 
eliminate weeds and gives a tidy look to this urban garden. 

Scott said he has a 300-gallon water tank for catching 
the rain. During a good storm, he said it takes about 15 
minutes to fill. He uses most of that water at the end of 
the growing season when the groundwater is less plentiful. 
He makes a manure tea with chicken manure and uses 
it to give the plants a boost during the growing season. It 
must work, because the tomatoes are huge and the winter 
squash is growing over the fence!

The group’s next stop was at Don Willis and Dobbe 
Wattenberg’s home. As covered in the July 9, 2015 issue 
of the Willits Weekly, Willis and Wattenberg decided to 
remove the lawn in front of their home and replace it with 
an edible “Three Sisters” garden of Anasazi corn, scarlet 
runner beans and kabocha squash, along with a few 
sunflowers.

Willis said they prepared their garden plot by digging out 
as much of the lawn as possible. They then covered the 16 
foot by 16 foot area with sheep manure, topped the area 
with black plastic, and let it rest for three months to kill 
the remaining plants. He has been very pleased with the 
condition of the soil and how few weeds have come up this 
summer. 

Jerry Jordan, author of the Willits Weekly article, designed 
and installed the drip irrigation for this garden in just under 
four hours. Jordon, with his wife Cheryl, has a Facebook 
page called “Driplines: Adventures with Drip Irrigation.” 
Willis and Wattenberg decided to use dual wind-up timers 
and driplines for the two zones in their yard. Because the 
rose bed in front of the house, with its heirloom roses, 
was left in place, they needed a separate dripline with a 
separate timer to meet the roses’ specific watering needs. 
The other dripline is for the vegetables. This system allows 
them to set the timer for the vegetables at 15 minutes twice 
daily, which equals about 15 gallons of water a day. The 
roses are watered deeply and less frequently. 

Willis said the system has “worked beautifully,” as 
evidenced by the prolific growth of the vegetables. The 
brick walkway that was supposed to allow harvesting of 
the vegetables is completely overgrown. The squash has 
pretty much crowded out the beans, but the corn continues 
to thrive. A few sunflowers poke up between the cornstalks. 
Willis said that spreading weed-free rice straw throughout 
the garden, at a depth of 6 inches, has also helped retain 
the garden’s moisture. When Willis mentioned squash 
thrips as a problem, several of the group moaned in 
agreement and said these bugs have been a problem this 
year. Willis found that neem oil has worked best to knock 
down the infestation.

As the group returned to Brookside School Farm, many 
members stopped along the way to admire another garden 
on West Mendocino that transformed a typical suburban 
front yard into a wonderful haven of beauty. 

In a conversation about the tour over lunch, many 
members of the group said they thoroughly enjoyed the 
different gardeners’ ideas on water conservation. Patricia 
Wilson, who took the tour, said she “enjoyed the tour and 
was pleased to see so many others interested in gardening 
during drought conditions. It was nice to learn how 
ingenious folks can be when natural resources are scarce.” 

For more information on becoming a member of WELL, 
please go to www.well95490.org or visit the WELL table at 
the Willits Farmers Market every Thursday from 3 to 6 pm 
at City Park.  

From Page 5
The rest of
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Grateful 
Gleaners
will pick your extra produce
The Grateful Gleaners are looking for orchard owners and 

gardeners who have more produce than they can harvest. 
We glean and deliver the bounty to Willits Community 
Services & Food Bank, Willits Daily Bread, the Kids Club 
and after-school programs, and other local agencies that 
serve our community. The drought has affected food prices 
and availability everywhere. Whatever you can contribute 
to feed hungry families is greatly appreciated.

Please call 513-9484 and leave a message with your 
name, phone number, the types of fruit, vegetables or nuts 
you have, and when you think they will be ready (or if it 
needs to be picked right away). Someone will contact you 
within two days.

Thank you to our generous growers and our volunteer 
gleaners who have helped distribute many thousands of 
pounds of healthy food over the past decade. You have 
made a positive difference in people’s lives!

(Please note that we only take produce that is not 
sprayed with pesticides or herbicides. Dormant oil sprays 
and other non-toxic pest and weed control substances are 
okay.)

– The Grateful Gleaners

Volunteer 
gleaner 
Sam 
Alaniz 
at last 
year’s 
Grateful 
Gleaners 
ladder 
safety 
training.
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WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR THIRD GENERATION BUG KILLER:

INSURED AND FULLY LICENCED, #FR 50059

IN MENDOCINO COUNTY / 707-485-7829    IN LAKE COUNTY / 707-263-9903

SCHEDULE ONLINE AT WWW.MENDOLAKETERMITE.COM

MATT MILLER AND
 HIS SON MONTANA

MONTANA MILLER

Willits, Ca
yokumsbodyshop.com

& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE
CAR WASH

166 S. Main St.
Willits

707-459-5702
Monday-Saturday
10:00 am - 8:30 pm

Burritos • Tacos • Salads • Nachos
And so much more!

Serving our community
for over 30 years.

Lunch & Dinner Specials on Mondays

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

The Willits United Methodist Church, on the corner of 
School and Pine streets, has a brand-new, beautiful roof. 
The “Raise the Roof” committee – Pastor Rosemary 
Landry, Karen Oslund, Pat Moeller and Diana Blundell – 
started working seriously last year to raise funds to replace 
the leaky roof, although church members had talked about 
a new roof for years.

Originally budgeted for $80,000, the job came in at closer 
to $60,000, thanks to a good deal from B.A.S. Roofing, the 
main contractor, and an asbestos removal company that 
was here in town working on another project. “Eric Glassey 
found the asbestos contractors and negotiated a bid nearly 
$14,000 under the first one,” Oslund said. Including a week 
for asbestos removal, the project took about three weeks. 

The steeply pitched roof was the original roof for the 
church, built sometime “around 1960,” Pastor Landry said.

“We were going to try to fund it with garage sales,” 
Moeller laughed. There was a “Renew and Reroof” 
concert and soup fundraiser in January which was quite 
successful, along with donations from church members 
and the community, and a bequest from Audrey Swofford, 
with an additional donation from her family.

But, in the end, it was the sale of the church’s parsonage 

that made the new roof happen. “We ended up getting quite 
a bit of money for the parsonage,” Pastor Landry said.  

To help thank the donors and the whole community, the 
Methodist Church plans a “Roof Celebration” event for 
Sunday, September 27. Watch Willits Weekly’s Calendar 
for more details. 

Raising the Roof
Below: The Methodist Church’s “Raise the 
Roof” committee, from left: Karen Oslund, Diana 
Blundell, Pat Moeller and Pastor Rosemary 
Landry.

The crew from B.A.S. 
Roofing, working on the 
church roof earlier this 
summer. 

The brand-new roof at the Willits 
United Methodist Church.

Furry Friends Hoping for a Home

Beautiful Bunny
Bunny is a 3-year-old female mixed breed canine who currently weighs 

49 pounds. Any one of us would be the luckiest person in the world to have 
Bunny’s disposition – she is happy all the time! We’re pretty sure she has 

never had a grumpy day her whole life.
Bunny is energetic and curious about new things and eager to learn. She 

loves to engage with other dogs and people, and would be great for a family 
with children.

As with many beautiful pure white dogs, it is possible she is deaf or at least 
does not hear very well, though it doesn’t affect her mood or her attentiveness. 
This girl is sure to be a wonderful addition to her forever home! 

The Ukiah Animal Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, and our 
adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 4 

pm and Wednesday from 10 am to 6 pm. We have many wonderful dogs and 
cats, awaiting their forever homes here. To view photos and bios of more of our 
wonderful adoptable animals, please visit our website: www.mendoshelterpets.

com or visit our shelter during shelter hours. More info about adoptions: 467-
6453. Photo by Rod Coots

Brown-Steele was driving a 2010 Toyota Sequoia SUV 
north on Eastside Road on the night of August 14, 2014, 
when the car left the road and hit a tree before overturning 
several times, according to a California Highway Patrol 
report. 

Lawrence A. Warden, Jr. was thrown from the front 
passenger seat and died at the scene. He was not wearing 
a seatbelt. Eagle Martinez, riding in the back of the vehicle, 
suffered major injuries and was airlifted to Santa Rosa 
Memorial Hospital, the Ukiah CHP office said. 

State traffic officers said Brown-Steele was driving with a 
blood alcohol level of 0.08 or more.

Neighbors say the accident happened about a half-mile 
south from the intersection of Valley and Eastside Road. 
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they are being asked to perform. 

Hamburg objects to 
Homeland Security grant 
language

Mendocino County will apply 
for a $165,674 grant from the 
federal Department of Homeland 
Security, supervisors decided 
Tuesday on a 4-1 vote.

A condition for eligibility is 
that supervisors will create a 
Anti-Terrorism Approval Body, 
consisting of the county sheriff, 
the public health director, the 
county fire chief, a municipal fire 
chief, and the chief of the Ukiah 
Police Department. 

Supervisor Dan Hamburg said 
he objected to creating such a 
group, and especially disagreed 
with naming it the Anti-Terrorism 
Approval Body, noting there 
has been no terrorist activity 
in Mendocino County in living 
memory.

“We have been in this 
permanent state of emergency 
now for the past 15 years,” 
Hamburg said. “I find that to 
be far more dangerous to our 
country and population than the 
supposed terrorist threat coming 
from Mendocino County.”

But Supervisor John McCowen 
argued if the county wanted the 
money, it had to jump through the 
required hoops. So he moved 
approval of the proposition that 
the Anti-Terrorism Approval 
Body would apply for the grant, 
and his motion was approved 
4-1, with Hamburg voting “no.”

Supes OK contract with 
Exemplar Services

Mendocino County’s Health 
and Human Services Agency 
again came under scrutiny when 
HHSA Deputy Director Becky 
Emory asked supervisors to 
approve a three-year contract 
with Exemplar Services. 
Exemplar offers a computer 
program that will assist in 
tracking caseload needs and 
compliance requirements. 

A recent report by the 
Mendocino County grand jury 
rated the performance of the 
county’s Children and Family 
Services division as poor, and 
placed it very low in comparison 
with other counties in the 
state. The grand jury report 
concluded the agency’s poor 
performance of was largely due 
to understaffing. 

According to Emory, the 
computer program will send 
“daily emails to all staff with an 
updated reported specific to the 
cases within the scope of their 
workload.”

The cost of the Exemplar 
program is $210,000 a year; 
the contract will run three years. 
Emory said the cost for Exemplar 
will be paid by the state through 
CalWorks, CalFresh and 
MediCal. 

In making the pitch for 
Exemplar, Emory noted the 
Employment and Family 
Assistance Services wings of 
HHSA are crushed by overwork 
and understaffing. She said 
there are 33 eligibility staff, 
16 employment services staff 
and 42 support staff currently 
employed by the county. At the 
same time, there are 33 vacant 
positions among eligibility staff, 
one vacant position among the 
employment services staff, and 
12 vacant positions among the 
support staff.

Totaling these numbers 
indicate eligibility staffing is at 50 
percent, employment services 
staffing is at 94 percent, and 
support staffing is at 78 percent.

Emory also pointed out there 
are currently 17,535 open cases 
in a county of 88,000 people 
and the number of people who 
are considered “community 
members” by HHSA staff – that 
is people who are being currently 
served or have been recently 
served by HHSA – amounts to 
31,974, or about 36 percent of 
county population.

The average caseload for a 
Mendocino County eligibility 
worker is 531, she said.

Emory told the supervisors 
Exemplar would help speed 
up the work and would reduce 
caseload and backlog.

“We can’t work faster. We 
can’t work smarter,” she said. 

Supervisor McCowen noted 
the HHSA Advisory Committee 
recently heard Emory’s 
presentation in support of 
Exemplar and approved signing 
the contract. However, because 
the committee did not have a 
quorum at that meeting, it was 
not a valid vote on the question 
and therefore a letter of support 
to supervisors could not be sent.

McCowen noted most 
members of the advisory 
committee thought it was a good 
idea. 

Supervisors approved signing 
the contract with Exemplar 
unanimously. 
A new computer program 
for the property tax system

The long-awaited software 
system that will help county 
employees with property 
tax-related work is about to 
be installed, according to 
Patty Melton, senior account 
manager with software company 
Thompson Reuter. 

Melton said the initial stages 
of work on transferring the old 
system to the new system will 
begin August 24, adding the 
process of switching over to the 
new system could take three to 
four years.

“It depends on the county’s 
internal resources,” Melton said. 

Mendocino County’s existing 
computer system for recording 
and processing property tax-
related information is notorious.

The county received the 
system for free from Butte 
County in the 1990s. Initially 
several staff members 
understood how to manage 
and repair the system, but, with 
the passage of time, those staff 
members retired or otherwise 
left the county workforce, and for 
the past several years the county 
has not had a single employee 
who knew how to fix the system 
when it broke down, which was 
frequently.

Former Auditor Meredith Ford 
once described the old software 
system as a “nightmare.”

The price of the new system 
is $1.7 million. Beginning in 
2013, the county set money 
aside to purchase of a new 
system. According to Deputy 
CEO Janelle Rau, it allocated 
$500,000 in 2013-14, $500,000 
in 2014-15, and $700,000 in the 
current fiscal year to fund the 
purchase. 

County will send letter of 
interest for cheaper energy

Supervisors voted 4-1 to send 
a letter of interest to local power 
consortiums Marin Clean Energy 
and Sonoma Clean Power. The 
two companies are examples of 
one type of alternative energy 
company model that offers a 
cleaner, more environmentally 
appropriate mix of energy 
sources than energy giant PG&E.

The particular type of business 
structure used by MCE and SCP is 
the joint powers authority model, 
in which Mendocino County 
would seat one representative 
on an already existing board 
of directors and would have a 
voice in the company’s decision-
making process.

Under that model, up-front 
expenses would be minimal. 

The other type of business 
model in this area of alternative 
energy is one championed by 
California Clean Power. Under 
this model, local jurisdictions 
create their own energy-buying 
company, bear all of the costs, 
assume all of the risks, and make 
all of the decisions. 

The proposed letter to MCE 
and SCP will state Mendocino 
County is interested in exploring 
the possibility of joining a JPA 
with either MCE or SCP, but is 
also exploring the CCP model. 

Supervisors McCowen and 
Hamburg agreed to form a 
committee to draft the letters of 
interest. Third District Supervisor 
Tom Woodhouse voted against 
writing the letters. Woodhouse 
said he thought the county had 
enough to do, without getting 
into the energy business. 

Oregon, which raises the possibility of a 120 percent 
increase in average rainfall.

He implored the council to prepare for flooding in 
vulnerable areas.

California Department of Transportation Traffic 
Safety Engineer Darron Hill addressed the council over 
a speed limit increase to a section of Highway 20, which 
includes the intersection with Blosser Lane. 

Referencing an engineering and traffic survey 
conducted in July, Hill explained the formula for how 
speed zones are determined, and how Caltrans came 
to the conclusion that this particular section needed 
updating.

“Under the law, in order for CHP to work with radar, we 
need to be able to justify the speed,” he said. Because 
the survey found the current speed limit postings amount 
to a speed trap, any citations given to speeders could be 
easily challenged.

Council members stated their concerns about the 
increase, the primary one being the safety of pedestrians 
around the Blosser Lane intersection

“Is there any legal basis for local preference?” asked 
Councilwoman Holly Madrigal. “Is there anything in 
the code that says, in this instance, we can ignore the 
formula?” 

Hill answered by saying Caltrans had ignored the 
formula, that if they had followed it strictly, the entire 
section would be set at 50 mph.

According to a July 7 staff report to the board of 
supervisors from county Transportation Director Howard 

Dashiell, Caltrans plans to raise the speed limits for two 
existing zones on Highway 10: “one 30 mph zone to 35 
mph, and one 40 mph zone to 45 mph, on State Route 
20 at the easterly end of the Willits-Fort Bragg leg, near 
the Willits city limits between postmile marker 32.50 and 
postmile marker 33.00.”

Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez, in a staff report, agreed 
that speeds were set to the lowest allowable legal 
limit based on the engineering and traffic study, telling 
councilmembers at the meeting: “I don’t feel that we have 
a choice.”

He added long-term planning was necessary. “I would 
love to see a roundabout there,” Gonzalez said, but he 
stressed – because all the extensions to act had come 
and gone – Caltrans has the authority to implement 
speed limits on state highways, and they would be 
making the change with an increase of 5 mph per each 
designated area.

According to both Gonzalez and Hill, new speed limit 
signs have been ordered, including a radar speed sign 
that will tell drivers how fast they are going. 

Lastly, the council passed the PACE (Property 
Assessed Clean Energy) financing program on a 4-1 
vote, to include properties within the city’s incorporated 
area, and approved an associate membership for the city 
in the California Home Finance Authority.

The PACE program allows for homeowners to 
help finance clean energy and water conservation 
improvements to their properties with home loans paid 
back through their property tax bills each year.

which establishes cost principles for the allocation 
of central administrative and overhead expenses 
to county departments related to federally funded 
grants or programs.

The grand jury report also recommended the 
library should be declared a special district and a 
tax rate for support of that special district should be 
established by the county; that the county should 
work with the county auditor to create a budget that 
would show library revenues as a pro-rata share of 
the property tax; and that the county librarian be paid 
from the county’s general fund, not from the county’s 
library fund.

When asked for his response to the supervisors’ 
move, former foreman of the 2014-15 grand jury 
Finley Williams, speaking as a private citizen and 
emphasizing he was not speaking for the grand jury, 
said: “It’s a step that I hope will establish a greater 
independence between the board of supervisors, 
the CEO and the auditor’s office.”

Asked for an interpretation of that statement, 
Williams said: “I think that government functions 
best where these offices come up with their own 
response to the grand jury reports and they don’t 
rely on each other to present a single response.”

more effectively serve the 
communities where we 
operate stores,” Turner 
said. “We believe local 
decisions should be made 
at the local level. This 
change is designed to give 
our divisions the freedom 
to make the best choices 
for our customers and the 
communities we serve.” 

Turner noted Safeway 
intends to expand its 
grants program through its 
Safeway Foundation.

“Starting next year, all 
schools will be eligible to 
apply online through the 
Safeway Foundation for 
funding consideration,” 
Turner said. In the 
meantime, for the remainder 
of the 2015-16 school year, 
Safeway will continue to 
fund local schools at 95 
percent of their 2014-15 
school year rate, according 
to Turner.

“We want to make 
sure that schools are not 
adversely affected by this 
decision, and so we are 
offering funds to help the 
schools,” Turner said. 

Shoppers who participate 
in the eScrip program can 
designate up to three schools 
or nonprofit organizations to 
receive gratuities each time 
they make a purchase using 
a credit or debit card. 

The eScrip program 
began in 1999, and Safeway 
began its participation in 
the program that same 
year. Since then, eScrip 
has contributed more than 
$420 million to schools and 
other nonprofit organizations 
across the country.

According to an article 
that appeared in the Santa 
Rosa Press Democrat on 
Friday, August 14, Safeway 
was probably the largest 
contributor to eScrip. The 
article said Safeway had 
contributed some $300 
million to the eScrip program 
since 1999.

According to WUSD 
English Language 
Development Coordinator 
Nancy Runberg, the 
gratuities are not limited 
to the area in which the 
purchase was made. 
Runberg said her mother, 

who lives in Las Vegas, can 
buy items there and direct 
the eScrip benefit be given to 
a school or schools in Willits 
Unified. 

“It’s quite a disappoint-
ment,” said Willits Charter 
School Business Officer 
Jason Erlich. 

The news was broken at 
last week’s meeting of the 
Willits Unified School District 
Board of Trustees, when 
Brookside teacher Anne 
Hammond reported the 
change to the board. 

“I just wanted you to 
know that since we lost that 
important funding source, 
we are going to be coming 
to you begging for money,” 
Hammond said. 

Hammond said funds from 
the eScrip program were an 
important source of funding 
for items and programs 
not funded by her school’s 
regular budget. She said in 
recent years the Brookside 
Boosters has funded such 
things as field trips, a music 
teacher’s residency at the 
school, a visit to the school 
by a well-known children’s 
author, student journals, 
ink cartridges for teachers, 
and dictionaries for second-
grade students. 

Hammond said Brookside 
received $10,000 a year 
from the eScrip program.

Erlich noted Willits Charter 
School received $7,000 from 
the program, and Willits 
Elementary Charter School 
received about $1,000.

If other schools in the 
district received eScrip 
support at the same rate 
as these three schools, 
then total eScrip support for 
district schools in 2014-15 
would be about $60,000, 
and Safeway’s portion of that 
could easily be $30,000. 

The eScrip program will 
continue to provide funding to 
local nonprofit organizations 
and schools. However, with 
the non-participation of 
Safeway, and absent a major 
shift in shopping patterns, 
the amount of money local 
shoppers will be generating 
toward eScrip donations will 
likely be reduced sharply 
after June 30, 2016.

A search warrant has since been served at the 
property, he added. 

On August 12, seven people were arrested 
and 4,400 marijuana plants were seized, after 
the County of Mendocino Marijuana Eradication 
Team executed search warrants at a Round Valley 
property, Van Patten said. 

Brandy D. Byrne, 40; Jay M. Byrne, 63; Jose 
A. Hernandez-Guerrero, 29; and Noe Rueda-
Mendoza, 29, all of Covelo were arrested on 
suspicion of marijuana cultivation and possession 
for sale, as were Armondo V. Alvarado, 42, of 
Ukiah; and Jorge A. Barragan, 21, and Guadalupe 
Hernandez, 60, no hometowns given. 

No further information has been provided by the 
Sheriff’s Office, and it remains unclear if the two 
incidents are related. 

Dungan, she “tried to hide a marijuana cigarette,” 
according to sheriff’s Lt. Greg Stefani.

The two consented to be searched, and 
deputies discovered a small quantity of suspected 
methamphetamine near 30-year-old Raymond 
Tyler, police claim.

“A search of Tyler’s bag revealed an additional 
baggie of suspected methamphetamine and a clear 
glass pipe, which exhibited dark residue, evidence 
of being used to smoke methamphetamine,” 
Stefani said.

Also located in the bag was a homemade 
throwing star and a 12-inch metal rod that had 
been ground into a stabbing instrument, Stefani 
said. “Both are prohibited weapons.”

Dungan originally provided deputies with a 
false name, police claim. “A search of her vehicle 
revealed another plastic container, which held a 
usable quantity of suspected methamphetamine,” 
Stefani said.

“The still-unidentified female suspect was 
arrested for possession of methamphetamine,” 
he said, and \Tyler was arrested for possession 
of a dirk or dagger, possession of a throwing star, 
possession of methamphetamine and possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

Both suspects were taken to county jail, where 
jail personnel identified Dungan, who was wanted 
on a Mendocino County felony warrant for assault 
with a deadly weapon.

Dungan is being held on $85,000 bail. Tyler’s 
bail was set at $30,000.
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Online: www.basroofing.com   Email: basroofing@live.com

Office: (707) 462-4514  Mobile: (707) 367-3786
Sonoma: (707) 541-6934

CA Lic. #927007

 W.C. & G.L. Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties

Quality Work Without
The Corporate Price

LEAK REPAIRS • VENTED RIDGE • RIGID INSULATION
Tube & Skylight Installation • Roof Tune-Ups 

Metal • Composition Shingle • Single Ply • Tile

COMPLETE & PARTIAL RE-ROOFS

Louis Rohlicek
License #542392

“Stonework a Specialty”

Stone
Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways
Flagstone Patios
Stone Fireplaces
Plants and Irrigation

Stone
Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways
Flagstone Patios
Stone Fireplaces
Plants and Irrigation

Louis Rohlicek
License #542392

“Stonework a Specialty”
FLAGSTONE PATIO

Homebirth - Water Birth -Well Woman Care
Placenta Encapsulation

707-502-7440
www.TreeOfLifeMidwiferyServices.com

Insurance/Medi-Cal Accepted

Monika Rosicka, LM, CPM
Free Initial Consultation
MIDWIFERY SERVICES

Located in Willits • Offi ce in Ukiah

Homebirth - Water Birth -Well Woman Care
Placenta Encapsulation

707-502-7440
www.TreeOfLifeMidwiferyServices.com

Insurance/Medi-Cal Accepted

Monika Rosicka, LM, CPM
Free Initial Consultation
MIDWIFERY SERVICES

Bookkeeping and Payroll Services

Professional, accurate and
reliable bookkeeping at an affordable price.
Let my 26 years of experience help you manage your
finances so that you can manage your business and guide 
yourself toward success.

707-459-6121 - Office
707-841-7956 - Cell
707-459-0126 - Fax

465 S. Main St.
Willits, CA 95490

nancyrice48@yahoo.com

NANCY RICE Owner

NEW
LOCATION!

 500 D. Pinoleville Dr.    UKIAH, CA.
277 N. Lenore Ave.   WILLITS, CA

707-459-9116

Borrow Our Bounce House!
FREE!!!

Supporting our local community
for over 43 years.

Call 459-9385
To Reserve Your Date!

This delightful and refreshing tomato 
salad is best made just before serving 
to bring out all of its flavor. Refrigerating 
tomatoes tend to reduce the quality of the 
summer’s fullest taste. Serves 4.

4 medium heirloom  tomatoes
1 basket pear or cherry tomatoes
1 small sweet onion, thinly sliced
4 lemon cucumbers
1/2 cup basil, julienne sliced
8 ounces ciliegine (cherry-sized) fresh  
   mozzarella balls
3 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil
3 tablespoons freshly squeezed  
   Meyers lemon juice
Salt and black pepper to taste

Cut heirloom tomatoes into wedges, and 
then cut those in half. Cut pear tomatoes in 
half horizontally.

Cut lemon cucumbers in half horizontally 
and, with fleshy side down, cut into quarter-
inch slices.

Drain the ciliegine mozzarella balls, and 
cut each one in half.

Place the cut tomatoes, cucumbers, 
onion, basil and halved mozzarella balls 
into a medium-sized bowl and toss gently.

Whisk together balsamic vinegar, olive 
oil and Meyers lemon juice in a small bowl.

Pour vinegar mixture over tossed tomato 
mixture.

Season with fresh cracked black pepper 
and salt. Garnish with fresh basil tops.

– Recipe by Kathryn Sterngold

Summer Tomato Salad
Since 1998, Jerry and Deedee Nunn 

of Potter Valley have been hard at work, 
raising money and awareness to reward 
youth exhibitors who buy and raise local 
livestock for the Redwood Empire Fair and 
Junior Livestock Auction.

“We started the Born and Raised in 
Mendocino County program to encourage 
4-H and FFA kids to purchase or breed 
their own sheep instead of going out of 
county for them,” explained Jerry Nunn. 
“We were told by someone that Mendocino 
County could never compete with out-of-
county lambs.”

Well, the years have proven that theory 
wrong many times over. This year, Nunn 
noted, only three lambs who were brought 
to the Redwood Empire Fair were from 
out of county, and the Reserve and Grand 
Champion lambs were both Mendocino 
County lambs.

“The program is working wonders for the 
quality of sheep production in this county!” 
said Nunn.

Money is raised in the community 
and advertisements for the contributing 
businesses or individuals are displayed 
on a large board in the main walkway of 
the Redwood Empire Fair in August, at the 
Potter Valley Rodeo held back in May, and 
at the Mendocino County Fair and Apple 
Show in Boonville in September. 

For almost 20 years now, the program 
has been able to buy lambs at the auction 
as well as give out cash prizes to all local 
lambs who place first, second or third in 
their individual weight class. First-place 

lambs receive $100; second-place lambs 
receive $75; and third-place lambs receive 
$50. The Grand Champion also receives 
an extra $100, and the Reserve Grand 
Champion receives an extra $50. 

To date, Born and Raised in Mendocino 
County has purchased 32 lambs at the 
auction, and over the years has also 
awarded hardship and scholarship awards 
to deserving youth. Many of the purchased 
lambs are then donated to Plowshares in 
Ukiah or to local food banks and senior 
centers. 

Anyone wishing to help raise money or 
to donate to next year’s fund is welcome to 
contact Jerry Nunn at 707-621-1391. 

Here are the 2015 recipients of prize 
money for their locally raised lambs:

Grand Champion winner, Chancelyn 
Johnson of Potter Valley, Reserve Grand 
Champion winner Cooper Johnson of 
Potter Valley, Andrew Burris of Ukiah, 
Courtney Beer of Potter Valley, Monica 
Galliani of Potter Valley, Tiernan Kobler 
of Anderson Valley, Hailey Riley of Willits, 
Aaron Alvarez of Anderson Valley, Lance 
Burgess of Willits, Tyler Giuntini of Potter 
Valley, Owen Powis of Potter Valley, 
Cheyenne Mills of Potter Valley, Jered 
Donahue of Potter Valley, Lilah Garman of 
Willits, Kaylee Mills of Potter Valley, Lucy 
Burris of Potter Valley, Cassia Lazzaro of 
Potter Valley, Emma Garman of Willits, 
Samantha Arms of Willits, Casey Beer of 
Redwood Valley and Marissa Goforth of 
Redwood Valley.

– Maureen Moore

Born and Raised
Cash prizes given to youth who show  

local lambs at the fair

Above: Several of the youth exhibitors who received cash prizes from Born and Raised in 
Mendocino County at the 2015 Redwood Empire Fair.                                           Photo by Maureen Moore
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707-972-7047  |  maureengetsmail@gmail.com

Reserve your session while dates last!

fabulous photography & more by maureen moore

photographressMSenior Portrait Appointments

Mendocino College

• Two year degrees or certificates
• Transfer to a 4-year university
• Job skills training
• Numerous online classes

Classes  
Start

Register now at mendocino.edu

August 
24th

North County Center   
372 E. Commercial St.   

Willits, CA 95490 
707.459.6224

A letter from ...

The Principal of Willits High School
Robert Chavez

I t is with great honor, excitement and humility that 
I, Robert Chavez, assume the position of principal 
serving our secondary schools in the Willits 
community. I will work very hard to maintain the 

spirit and traditions in providing the very best education 
for our students and families.

New Horizons High School will continue to deliver 
an independent study program to meet the 
needs of students that require flexibility 
in their daily schedule. The staff 
at New Horizons High 
School is eager for the 
school year to begin, and 
they are looking forward 
to providing a unique 
learning experience for 
the students.

Sanhedrin High 
School has advanced the 
elective program through 
an expanded art program 
and horticulture activities. The 
caring staff genuinely provides 
a different climate and culture 
for our students to thrive towards 
a SHS diploma or to return to the 
comprehensive high school. Classes will begin 
Monday, August 24 at 8:30 am.

Willits High School is looking forward to an exciting 

school year, with the students leading the charge in 
providing a more cohesive and spirited student body. 
The student leadership team attended leadership 
training over the summer in Santa Barbara, and they will 
bring their newly acquired skills and strategies to their 
leadership as they build the foundation for a winning 
school year.

Willits High School will also expand the elective 
program by adding woodshop and 

construction classes to our career 
technical education program. The 

staff is dedicated to establishing 
a rigorous, engaging 

learning experience 
with a myriad of extra-
curricular opportunities in 
developing well-rounded 
students. We extend a 
warm welcome to our 

newest teachers; Edward 
Cannon (special education), 

Scott Rentzer (math), and John 
Putt (career technical education). 

Classes will begin Monday, August 24 
at 8 am.

Please contact any of our schools with any questions 
that you may have regarding enrollment or information 
regarding our programs offered at our high schools. We 
are here to make a difference in the lives of your children 
to reach their educational goals and aspirations.

W e are very proud to announce that 
Baechtel Grove Middle School received 
recognition as a Gold Ribbon School 
2015 and a Title I Achieving School by 

the California State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Tom Torlakson, and the California Department of Education! 
These awards are a direct reflection of the dedication, hard 
work and vision of our school’s educational community.

Basically we have merged several programs into a 
comprehensive approach to the Common Core State 
Standards to develop a teaching methodology whereby 
our students experience success. Every teacher, 
subject area, student, and staff member at BGMS is to 
be congratulated for contributing to our success!

All of us at Baechtel Grove Middle School look 
forward to seeing each of our students back on Monday, 
August 24. Our students and staff are excited about our 
learning and teaching, the connection we have made 
with many local businesses and organizations in Willits, 
and continuing our award-winning programs. The staff 
at Baechtel Grove Middle School wants to welcome our 
sixth-grade families, and welcome back our seventh- 
and eighth-grade families.

Teachers are implementing the Common Core 
standards. In our language arts classes we have 
used the California State University units in 
expository reading and writing, and exemplary AVID 
(Advancement Via Individual Determination) strategies 
with expected success. Our students are learning to 
read closely, analyze their readings, access resources, 
and formulate a position. In sixth-grade language arts 
and social studies, teachers use project-based learning 
lessons. This style of teaching proves to be student-
centered, project-based, and connected to real world 
experiences.

In mathematics students learn to justify their 
answers, and connect the mathematics in their lives. What 
parents have found is that students do not have traditional 
textbooks, nor do they perform rote learning as they have 
done in the past. We are excited to announce that with 
the use of the CPM (College Preparatory Mathematics) 
program, students have engaged with mathematical ideas 
in collaborative work with others. In this way they perform, 
every day, the mathematical practices in the Common 
Core standards. 

This year we are also adding an AVID elective at the 
seventh-grade level. AVID is a college preparatory program 
that supports underrepresented student populations to be 
prepared to attend a four-year university after high school. 
Students at the seventh- and eighth-grade level have 
applied and were selected to take the AVID elective this 
year, creating two full classes of students who are ready to 
learn the study skills necessary to prepare for college. This 
year we will continue to progress in creating a “college-
going environment” at BGMS.

Baechtel Grove students continue to be exposed to 
several exploratory classes, as well as being provided 
with academic support. We are excited about continuing to 
offer an opportunity for students to learn music and guitar 
playing, the arts, ceramics and video production, and 
career awareness in the “College and Career” class. 

This year Baechtel Grove Middle School will once again 
be partnering with our community help organizations, and 
our businesses and local work world, to involve students in 
a Stand Up Week, and a College and Career Week. The 
purpose of the Stand Up Week is to bring social and societal 
awareness to students, using experts from organizations 
that work with social issues. Students research and make 
presentations about social issues, participate in activities 
involving social issues, and culminate their week with 
presentations from our community experts. The same 
format is used for the College and Career Week, with 
students researching and making presentations about 
college requirements, participating in activities involving 
university systems, and culminating their week with 
presentations from experts in many different career fields. 
Both weeks are encouraging and interactive for students, 
thanks to the help we are provided by the Willits community. 

Once again this year we will be involving our incoming 
sixth-graders in the WEB program, thanks to funding 

A letter from ...

The Principal of Baechtel Grove Middle School
Maria de los Angeles Munguia

Over on Page B7Read the rest of
Munguia
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Bus #3 pm Brooktrails - Southwest 
Area & Airport Side of Sherwood Road 
 Reg  Tue    
Brookside 2:49 1:29
Penn St. 3:15 1:54
Lenore & E.Valley 3:20 1:59
347 East San Francisco 3:25 2:04

Alameda & Central 3:28 2:07
Baechtel Grove 3:33 2:12
WHS 3:38 2:17  
Robinson Rd. 3:45 2:24
Madrone Dr. 3:50  2:29
Crawford 3:55 2:34 
Daphne Dr. 4:00 2:39

Poppy Dr. at stop sign 4:03 2:42
Harrah Place 4:06 2:45                                 
Alcott Dr. 4:08 2:47
Hawk 4:10 2:49
Top of Mallard on Poppy 4:12 2:51
Lupine Dr. 4:16 2:55
Primrose 4:18 2:57
Lilac Terr. 4:21 3:01
Rose Terr. 4:23 3:03
Tulip Dr. 4:25 3:05
Camellia 4:27 3:07
Sherwood & Birch Terr. 4:30 3:10

Bus #8 pm Brooktrails  
North/West Area & Sherwood Road

 Reg Tue    
Brookside 2:48 1:28 
Baechtel Grove (Magnolia at stairs) 2:53 1:33 
Blosser 2:58 1:38 
Raymond Lane  3:03  1:42
Coast & San Francisco (Catholic Church) 3:06 1:45
Grange 3:08 1:47
WHS 3:11 1:50
Baechtel Grove 3:15 2:04
Hwy. 20 (pole just past Jack in the Box) 3:18 2:07
Raymond Lane 3:21 2:10
Brookside 3:26 2:15 
24441 Sherwood Rd. 3:30 2:19
Mom’s Country Store (with note only) 3:35 2:24
Mallard  3:39 2:28
West Side of Oriole Dr.  3:42 2:33 
Coyote Rd 3:44 2:35
Bear 3:47 2:38 
Perch 3:50  2:41  
Primrose (stop sign) 3:52 2:43
Goose 3:56 2:47
Robin 3:58  2:49 
Golf Shop 4:01 2:52
28011 Raymond’s Drive 4:10 3:01
Second Gate 4:20 3:11
Third Gate 4:25 3:16

Bus #9 pm North Valley - 
North Hwy. 101 

 Reg Tue    
Brookside School 2:49 1:26
West San Francisco (Catholic Church) 2:52 1:30
Franklin 2:54 1:32 
Blosser School 2:56 1:34
Willow  Lane 3:02 1:41
21100 Baechtel Rd 3:05 1:44

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Income Eligibility Guidelines - Willits Unified School District

for Free and Reduced-Price Meals or Free Milk in Child Nutrition Programs
(Effective from July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016)

Participants from households with incomes at or below the following levels may be eligible for free and
reduced-price meals or free milk:

WILLITS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT today announced its policy for providing free and reduced-price 
meals for children served under the National School Lunch Program. Each school and/or the central office 

has a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by any interested party.
The household size and income criteria identified below will be used to determine eligibility for free, reduced-price, or full-price meal 
benefits. Children from households whose income is at or below the levels shown here are eligible for free or reduced-price meals. 
Children who receive Food Stamps (FS), California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs), Kinship Guardianship 
Assistance Payments (Kin-GAP), or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) benefits are automatically eligible for 
free meals regardless of the income of the household in which they reside. Eligibility for a foster child is based on a separate applica-
tion and solely on the amount of the child’s “personal use” income.

40%
off

Youth-Sized Clothing & Footwear 

Huge selection of summertime
Home & Garden goods

Must bring in coupon - one per customer. Offer good until August 31, 2015

I t is with great pride and clear vision that we embark 
on our new journey. As an educational community 
we have faced many challenges, accomplished our 
goals, and clarified our path of providing exceptional 

academic growth for all students. Each year brings us an 
opportunity to recreate ourselves with fresh ideas and 
renewed vigor to take on unknown opportunities and 
push the envelope of student achievement. The results of 
our efforts and hard work are evident in the lives of our 
students, support of our families, and well-being of our 
community. 

The advent of this new school year will brings with it staff 
development focused on supporting student achievement 
and creative exploration, new programs at each site to 
increase avenues of student achievement, continued 
fiscal stability, and promotion of community involvement. 

Leadership from our board of trustees has reinvented 
Willits Unified School District into a financially secure 
and student-centered environment where all students 
are provided an opportunity to thrive. We thank them 
for their vision and support.

The variety of programs offered at Willits High School 
is expanding to meet the needs of all students. Our 
fiscal stability has provided an opportunity to reopen our 
woodshop and construction/trades program..In addition 
to this extension, our Career Technical Educational 
courses include “Pathways in Health Services,” 
business, and agriculture. Students earn certificates at 
the completion of each area of study as well as meeting 
University of California and California State University 
A-G requirements.

WHS offers an extensive number of courses for 
advanced placement and completion of graduation 
requirements. Our fine arts programs provide 
opportunities to explore music and art in a variety of 
areas under the leadership of community-recognized 
teachers. Our curriculum and local culture comes alive 
through concerts and art exhibits.

The continued development of programs offered to 
students at the high school include AVID (Advancement 
Via Individual Determination) and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math). Along with 
our traditional programs, alternative school sites at 
Sanhedrin High School and New Horizons provide 
students with a myriad of opportunities for graduation 

and college-career readiness. As members of the North 
Coast League, WHS is competitive in a variety of varsity 
and junior varsity activities. We thank our community 
members for supporting WHS in all areas of student 
achievement and success. 

In May 2015, Baechtel Grove Middle School was 
recognized as a California Gold Ribbon School. This 
achievement is a testimony to the dedication and 
commitment of an exceptional staff of educators and para-
professionals. 2015-16 brings back this current staff, along 
with a fulltime counselor and dean. The culture of BGMS 
is one of student achievement and celebration. As a grade 
six through eight middle school, students participate in a 
variety of tiered academic courses that meet individual 
needs. The AVID program provided in the seventh and 
eighth grades targets first-time college-going students to 

sharpen their academic skills and develop a college-going 
attitude. Leadership training through WEB and PEER 
mediators provides students opportunities to support each 
other in the middle school environment. Along with an 
extensive sports program, our middle school students are 
truly provided a holistic experience whereby they explore 
and discover their potential. 

WUSD consists of three elementary school sites: 
Brookside (transitional Kindergarten through second 
grade), Blosser Lane (third through fifth grades), and 
Sherwood (K through fifth grade). Regardless of site, a 
dedicated staff of professionals has consistently served 
our youngest students. This year we will take steps to unify 
our elementary sites under the leadership of one principal. 
Support administration at each of the two major sites will 
provide daily supervision and support of students, staff 
and families. This model allows the district time to develop 
an internal succession plan to develop and promote 
administrators from within the district

Curriculum development will continue to focus on 
implementation of “EngageNY” to support our current 
math program, strengthening use of “Daily 5” in our literacy 
program, and building on instructional strategies to meet 
the needs of English language learners, gifted students, 
and students with specific learning needs. A major benefit 
of our fiscal plan is to refrain from any combination classes 
and to preserve small class sizes for early readers and 
writers in the primary grades. Our elementary counseling 
grant will continue to provide excellent services to students 
and families within our district.

Through shared leadership at the TK-5 levels, we can 
maximize the wealth of knowledge, breadth of skills, and 
immense dedication that our elementary staffs consistently 
share with our youngest learners. Thus, our earliest 
learners receive the tools needed to succeed in life and 
foster positive attitudes about themselves as learners 
capable of contributing to our community. 

Education is constantly evolving and changing. New 
programs and initiatives for 2015-16 include a district-wide 
roll-out of the English language arts and English language 
development state framework, a technology leadership 
team to support the use of technology in the classroom, 

A letter from ...

The Superintendent of Willits Unified Schools
Pat Johnson

Over on Page B7Read the rest of
Johnson

The Mendocino College North County 
Center in Willits, our local link to the 
California Community College System, 
offers a small but healthy selection of 
community college classes, programs and 
services to the rural communities of inland 
Mendocino County. 

From the center’s central location at 
372 East Commercial Street, our faculty 
and staff serve the communities of Willits, 
Laytonville, Round Valley and Anderson 
Valley. Like other educators, we at the 
North County Center believe that higher 
education at our community college can 
open many new doors and provide a basis 
for students to realize their dreams.

Our longtime presence in the inland 
valley communities of Mendocino 
County reflects the Mendocino College 
commitment to provide district-wide access 
to the California Community College 
System – whether you happen to live near 
the thriving metropolis of Willits itself, in 
smaller towns such as Laytonville, Covelo 
or Boonville, in more isolated places like 
Sherwood, Spyrock, Hearst, Branscomb, 
Ridgewood or Bell Springs, or even all by 
yourself on a hillside far from anywhere.

The North County Center is part of the 
Mendocino-Lake Community College 
District, and one of two off-campus centers 
operated by Mendocino College. Our sister 
center is in Lakeport. Each 
semester, the North County 
Center offers day and evening 

college-credit classes in many academic 
disciplines including Art, Biology, Business 
Office Technology, Business, Child 
Development, Computer Science, Dance, 
English, Geography, Health, History, 
Mathematics, Music, Physical Education, 
Political Science, Physical Sciences, 
Psychology, Sign Language, Sociology, 
Spanish, Theater, and more.

The North County Center also provides 
student services such as academic 
counseling, student assessments, 
financial aid information, tutoring, viewing 
of distance education video tapes, and 
referrals to other services at the main 
college campus in Ukiah. Unlike larger 
educational institutions, which are 
sometimes characterized by huge classes 
and impersonal services, our small-town 
center provides a friendly and accessible 
atmosphere for new or returning college 
students. Our faculty and office staff 
provide continuing education and support 
services that lead to college degrees, 
certificates, improved job skills, transfer to 
other colleges and universities, personal 
enrichment, and lifelong learning.

We take great pride in offering affordable 
California community college classes 
and support services in ways that reflect 
the small-town character, interests and 
sensibilities of rural Mendocino County. 
Like the rest of our neighbors, we live 

Fall at Mendocino College’s 
North County Center

Over on Page B7Read the rest of
College

Bus #3 am Brooktrails  
Airport Side / South-West Area

Robinson 7:08
Madrone Dr. 7:10
Crawford Dr. 7:11
Daphne Dr. 7:12
Poppy at stop sign 7:13
Harrah Place 7:14
Alcott Lane 7:16
Top of Mallard 7:17
Lupine Dr. 7:20
Primrose 7:22
Lilac Terr. 7:26
End of grass lot before you get to Rose Terr.      7:28
Tulip Dr.  7:30
Camellia Dr.  7:32
WHS (pick up Brookside & 
    Blosser Lane students)     7:42
Brookside (pick up Blosser & 
    Baechtel Grove students)    7:47
Raymond Lane (pick up Blosser & 
    Baechtel Grove students)   7:51
Blosser Lane  7:55
Baechtel Grove  8:00

Bus #8 am Sherwood Road /  
Northwest Brooktrails Lenore

24441 Sherwood Rd.     6:53
Mallard     6:58
28011 Raymond’s Dr.  7:00
Second Gate  7:07
Third Gate  7:10
West side of Oriole Dr. 7:20
Coyote Rd.  7:21
Bear   7:23
Perch   7:26
Poppy & Primrose  7:27
Goose   7:29
Robin   7:30
Golf Shop  7:32 
Birch Terr.  7:35

WHS   7:40
Lenore Gardens (pick up Brookside & 
    Blosser Lane students)   7:43
Creekside Apts. (pick up Baechtel, Brookside &
    Blosser Lane students)  7:45
Central & Alameda  7:48
56 Hwy. 20    7:50
Blosser Lane  7:53
Baechtel  Grove  7:56 
Catholic Church   8:00
Brookside   8:11

Bus #9 am North Highway /  
Brooktrails Airport Side

29311 Hwy. 101  6:35 
Turn out just pass Creekside Cabins       6:40
31001 Hwy. 101 (Shangrola/call box)      6:42
Shimmins Ridge Rd./ Sleepy Hollow       6:47
North Entrance to old Hwy. 101       6:52
28550 Hwy. 101 (Child stands behind gate)      6:54
Top of Old Oil Well Hill  6:57  
24900 N. Hwy. 101 (Willits Pump Service)  7:00
Little Lake Trailer Park   7:02 
Robinson Rd.       7:12 
Madrone Dr.    7:13
Crawford    7:14
Daphne Dr.     7:15
Poppy Dr. at stop sign  7:16
Harrah Place      7:17
Alcott Dr.     7:18
Hawk      7:19
Top of Mallard and Poppy   7:20
Mallard and Hawk       7:21
Lupine Dr.     7:24
Primrose      7:26
1151 Hearst-Willits Road    7:36
Davidson Lane     7:38
Valley Oaks Trailer Park       7:40
WHS  (pick up Baechtel Grove students)   7:50     
Blosser (pick up Brookside students)       7:55 
Baechtel Grove (pick up Brookside students)     8:00
Brookside      8:05 

Bus #10 am South-West Area/South 
Hwy. 101 to White Deer Lodge 

Manor Way at stop sign (pick up Baechtel 
    Grove & WHS students)       6:35
Holland’s Lane (First dirt turn out)       6:38
Holland’s Lane north end  6:40
Ez Living  6:43
Parkside Trailer Park  6:47
19555 Walker Road  6:49
White Deer Lodge  7:59
Berry Hill Court  7:09
Alice (pick up Baechtel Grove & WHS students)  7:11
110 Sandy (pick up Baechtel Grove & 
    WHS students)  7:12
Center Valley  7:16
Lois Lane   7:18
22101 Mitomkai  7:23
2740 Center Valley  7:28
2600 Center Valley  7:29
2540 Center Valley  7:30
2430 Center Valley (frog mailbox)       7:31
2210 Center Valley  7:32
1800 Center Valley  7:33 
City Park (brown trash box, east of MTA stop)     7:37
WHS   7:40
School & Wood St.  7:43
Blosser Lane     7:47
Baechtel  Grove  7:50

Bus #10 am Second run:  
Blosser Lane & Brookside only

Little Lake Auto  7:54
Manor Way  7:57
Sandy Lane  8:00
21100 Baechtel Rd.  8:02
Adams Tire   8:03
Blosser Lane (pick up Brookside students)      8:08
Baechtel Grove      8:11
Brookside  8:15

Over on Page B7Read the rest of
Bus Schedule

Morning Bus Schedule

Afternoon Bus Schedule

Have a 
great  
year,  

Class of 
2016!
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Art  Circle Time  American Sign Language

Outside Play  Snacks  Group Activities

Inquiry Based Learning  Spanish  Infant Care

Preschool #233008715     &     Infant #233008719

239 South Main Street - Willits

Imagination
Station

Preschool/Childcare Center
Enrolling Year Round

Hours: Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Toddler program begins at 18 months • Preschool: ages 3-5 • Elementary program: ages 6-10

Check out our website: www.preschooldaycarewillits.com
or look for us on Facebook

11 North Marin Street • Willits
459-6543 License

#233008945

208 EAST SAN FRANCISCO AVE. WILLITS, CA 95490
WWW.SPARETIMESUPPLY.COM

FALL HOURS: 
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9 AM TO 6 PM

CLOSED SUNDAYS

SPARETIME
SUPPLY

PHONE: 707-459-6791              

Mendocino College 

gardening 
class 

offered at WHS ag farm
Mendocino College is offering a new Saturday gardening 

class in Willits this fall, focused on sustainable vegetable and 
fruit growing. Class starts Saturday, August 29, and there are 
still openings.

Students in the class will plant and care for a vegetable 
garden plot at the Willits High School ag farm. 

Instructor Antonia Partridge has gardened in inland  
Mendocino County for 15 years, and will provide instruction 
specific to the local climate. “Information-packed lectures 
blended with hands-on practical instruction will provide 
students with opportunities to learn useful agricultural theory 

and immediately apply theory to hands-on, real-world 
situations in the field. Harvests from the class will be 
distributed among students to enjoy fresh, healthy 
produce.”

This class, AGR 180, Section 1800, will meet 
Saturdays from 9 am to 1:30 pm and is a collaboration 

between Mendocino College and the Willits Unified School 
District. The course is approved for dual 

enrollment, so Willits High School students 
can earn both high school and college 
credits simultaneously by taking this class. 

Community members and current 
Mendocino College students are also 
encouraged to enroll. “Participants will learn 
techniques to increase both the production 
and sustainability of their farms and 
gardens. Topics covered will include plant 
propagation, water-wise irrigation, organic 
pest control, soil fertility management, 
post-harvest preservation, garden design 

and more.”
Partridge has been tending a plot at the 

WHS ag farm all summer, after tilling the “very 
productive” soil with a tiller that Willits Power & 

Hardware donated the use of. So students in this fall 
semester’s class will be working with the warm weather crops 
already planted and thriving in the garden, like tomatoes, corn, 
peppers and melons, and will also be prepping beds for, planting 
and tending cool season crops like peas, lettuce, broccoli and 
kale. 

To enroll in AGR 180, Section 1800, check the Mendocino 
College website, www.mendocino.edu, or visit Mendocino 
College’s North County Center at 372 East Commercial Street 
in Willits. Partridge is also offering AGR 180, Section 1352, at 
the Ukiah Mendocino College campus on Friday mornings. 

For information on these classes or additional agricultural 
course offerings this fall, contact Mendocino College’s 
Agriculture Department at 468-3148 or 468-3218. For general 
enrollment information, check the website or call the Admissions 
and Records Office at 468-3001 or 459-6224. 

– Jennifer Poole

Above: Instructor 
Antonia Partridge 
holds a basket of 
vegetables from this 
summer’s garden.
Below: Partridge, with 
her daughter Flora, at 
the Willits High School 
ag farm.

Photos by Jennifer Poole

Part of  
the Pack
Donna Blake of Stay and Play 
Dog Care holds free Saturday 

socialization dog walks
Socialization is the main goal of Donna Blake’s free pack 

dog walks held on Saturday mornings at 9 am at the Haehl 
Creek subdivision, off East Hill Road. 

The owner of Stay and Play Dog Care, Blake knows first-
hand how important socializing dogs can be to a healthy 
co-existence with other dogs, or their owners. 

“Walking in a pack is a natural thing for dogs,” explained 
Blake. “It also is a great way for dogs to bond with their 
owners and to burn off energy in a positive and useful way.” 

All dogs remain on their leashes and must be outfitted 
with the appropriate collars. Though many would assume 
“socializing” refers to more of a dog-park experience, dog-
to-dog contact is discouraged on the pack walks. The act 
of walking calmly together is the socialization. Not allowing 
“visiting” among dogs can help both dogs and owners 
feel comfortable and safe. The group of people and dogs 
together then gets to be the whole pack in the dogs’ minds, 
a unified crowd out on a walk.

The walks last about an hour, starting at the model 
homes on Grove Street in Haehl Creek, and winding 
though the subdivision. 

“It’s social for the dogs, but also social for the people,” 
said Blake. “It’s also great exercise for us and the dogs, 
too!” 

Anyone interested in attending the walks is welcome 
to drop by any Saturday morning at 9 am. There are no 
signups and no cost to attend. For more information, 
contact Blake at 459-1377.

– Maureen Moore

Above: Walkers and their dogs who attended last Saturday’s 
pack walk in the Haehl Creek subdivision. Photo by Donna Blake

Below: Donna Blake and her Corgi, Sophie. Bottom: Blake 
walks dogs in packs at Stay and Play Dog Care.

Photo by Maureen Moore

Paving a way to 
school success
There were paving parties a’plenty this summer, including repaving 

the well-traveled Della Avenue and the creation and paving of a new 
road down to the new Willits Unified School District offices located at 
Blosser Lane Elementary School. School will be in session starting 
August 24, and while Della Avenue feels like you can well exceed 
the posted 25 miles-per-hour speed limit without knocking out your 
alignment, the lack of sidewalks leave pedestrians exposed. Make 
sure to drive slow, and watch out for school or home-bound walkers!

– Maureen Moore

The new road leading to the district offices heads east off of Blosser 
Lane and is located to the south of the elementary school.

The Della Avenue and Locust Street intersection.

Willits High 
Cleanup
Volunteers get school  
ready for the new year

A small but determined group of school district staff, students and 
community volunteers showed up at Willits High School Saturday 
morning for the first WHS Clean-Up Day: “Let us all lend a hand to 
make the campus beautiful for our kids,” the announcement read. 

Landscaping beds in front of the school and back by the Boosters 
shed at the football field got weeded and raked, sidewalks got 
swept, trash got picked up on the baseball and football fields, 
letters in the “Willits Union High School” above the front entrance 
got cleaned up, and parking spots and speed bumps in the parking 
lot were freshly painted. The big sign by the highway was re-lettered 
to read: “Welcome Back Wolverines! See You Aug 24!”

“I would love to see us do this more often,” said volunteer 
Rebecca Smith of the WHS Boosters Club. “Maybe once a quarter.”

Third District Supervisor Tom Woodhouse, a community clean-up 

Over on Page B7Read the rest of
Ready

At left: WHS 
Principal 
Robert Chavez 
cleans up the 
school name 
over the front 
entrance.
Below, from 
left: Ron 
Runberg grabs 
a rake and 
broom to get 
started. Price 
Runberg rakes 
out a bed. 
From left to 
right, in front: 
Juniors Isabel 
Gutierrez, 
Nayema 
Sisemore 
and Camryn 
Christensen 
and, in back, 
seniors Price 
Runberg, left, 
and Shivam 
Patel help 
clean up their 
school.

Photos by 
Jennifer Poole
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Ukiah

St. Helena

St. Helena Hospital
Clear Lake

Hidden Valley Lake

Middletown

Willits

Petaluma

Novato

Napa

Vallejo

Sonoma

Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital

Lakeport

Fort Bragg

Calistoga

121

128

175

101

101

128

29

29

20

101

St. Helena Hospital
Napa Valley

101

29

128

101

101

Ukiah Valley
Medical Center

1
20

Mendocino

Cloverdale

St. Helena Hospital
Center for Behavioral Health

H

H

H

H

H
Fort Bragg
Fort Bragg Rural Health Center
Primary and Specialty Care
850 Sequoia Circle | Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
707.964.0259

Lakeport
Adventist Heart Institute
Cardiology
475 N. Forbes St. | Lakeport, CA 95453 
707.263.6346 

Lakeport Rural Health Center
Pediatrics and Internal Medicine 
Lab Services
487 S. Main Street | Lakeport, CA 95453 
707.263.4360

Willits
Redwood Medical Clinic
Family Medicine
88 Madrone | Willits, CA 95490 
707.459.6115

Ukiah
Adventist Heart Institute
Cardiology
115 Hospital Drive | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.463.2400

Mendocino Family Care
Family Medicine 
115 Hospital Drive | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.463.1900

Ukiah Valley Rural Health Center
Allergy Oncology 
Behavioral Health Pain Management  
Family Medicine Pediatrics 
Internal Medicine Urology 
Ophthalmology
260 Hospital Drive | Ukiah CA, 95482 
707.463.8000

Womens Health
1050 N. State Street | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.462.2945

Ukiah Valley Medical Specialties
Orthopedics and Physical Medicine
260 Hospital Dr., Suite 107 | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.467.5278

Gastroenterology
415 Hospital Drive | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.467.5275

General, Bariatric, Plastic and  
Reconstructive Cosmetic Surgery
246 Hospital Drive | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.463.8011

Ear, Nose, and Throat
1165 S. Dora St., Ste. C-2 | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.462.8855

Ophthalmology and Optometry
1165 S. Dora St, Ste. B-1 | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.467.5218

Ophthalmology
248-B Hospital Drive | Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.467.5250

Get connected and start living a healthier and happier life today!

Wherever you live in Mendocino and surrounding counties, you are  
never too far from an Adventist Health primary care or specialty doctor.  

Through these services you’ll receive care that is integrated so no matter  
what office you enter you’ll never be a stranger. 

to primary and 
specialty care 
where you live!

Get
Connected

and the integration of special education into the regular 
education classroom. We welcome 16 new qualified staff 
members dedicated to serving the needs of our students 
and community. 

WUSD would not be able to perform our duties without the 
continued support of our bargaining units and community. 
Our work together makes us stronger as a district and a 
community. Partnerships forged within our community have 
provided our students with coaches, job opportunities, 
mentoring and leadership. We appreciate the dedication 
and commitment of our community members. Together we 
are “the WUSD family.” 

From Page B3The rest of
Johnson

from the Willits Police Department. WEB is a transitions 
program at Baechtel Grove Middle School. As part of 
the program, new sixth-grade students are partnered, in 
groups, with two eighth-grade students for the entire year. 
The eighth-graders are trained to help their sixth-graders 
not only have a smooth transition into middle school, but 
to also coach them throughout the year on how to handle 
typical problems a sixth-grader might encounter. The 
eighth-grade students also set the tone of behavior for 
the rest of the student body, helping in leadership roles. 
They help identify and address problems of harassment, 
bullying, isolation and exclusion. To this end, WEB and 
the relationship between sixth- and eighth-grade students 
serves as an important part of our overall efforts to help 
sixth-grade students transition to middle school. WEB 
hosts numerous events throughout the year. The first is a 
sixth-grade orientation set for Friday, August 21.

At Baechtel Grove Middle School, we believe in every 
student’s success. We want every student to be a leader, 
so we encourage them to be a part of these groups:
• Play with one of our sports teams: volleyball, basketball, 
soccer, track, wrestling, softball
• Be a member of our Student Council along with our 
president, Tyler Bailey, vice president, Claire Case-
Brackett, secretary, Joscelyn Beebe, treasurer, Nyana 
Bertolino Haley, and activities director, Marissa Gutierrez
• Be a member of the yearbook staff
• Be a member of the Leadership Class
• Achieve honor roll
• Achieve principal’s list
• Actively participate during the AVID tutorial
• Be an office aide
• Be a reader
• Be a great WEB leader to our six-graders
• Be an active member of the Friends of Rachel group
• Do the research and present during Stand Up Week
• Get fit participating in PE
• Do the research and present during College and Career 
Week
• Be a peer mediator
• Be a great band member
• Receive merits
• Be an upstanding bystander
• Stay eligible for the four-week reward activities
• Lead by example and do the right thing

We are looking forward to beginning classes at 8:25 
am, on Monday, August 24. Students will receive their full 
schedules beginning at 7:45 am, in the front of the school, 
the first day of classes. See you here! 
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where we work and appreciate “the personal touch” in our 
dealings with others. We believe “Everybody’s somebody 
at the North County Center” and, most of the time, you can 
speak face-to-face with a real person at our front desk, with 
faculty in our classrooms, or, if we’re not nearby, you can 
usually reach us quickly by phone, fax, or email.

The North County Center is two blocks from Highway 
101 (Main Street in Willits) on the corner of Marin and East 
Commercial streets. To reach the North County Center’s 
front desk, call 459-6224 or email willits@mendocino.edu.

If you can’t call or visit the North County Center, 
information about Mendocino College class schedules, 
registration details, instructional programs, faculty, staff, 
special programs and events, and more, can also be 
accessed in the Mendocino College catalog, semester 
schedules, and other pages on the college web site: www.
mendocino.edu.

It’s never too soon (or too late!) to start thinking about 
what higher education can do for you. Please join us!

– Mendocino College, North County Center

20980 Baechtel Rd. (drop off 
    Brookside & Blosser students) 3:06 1:45
Sandy & Bonnie Stop (drop off 
    Brookside & Blosser students) 3:08 1:47
Margie & Nancy (drop off 
    Brookside & Blosser students) 3:10 1:49
Recycle Shed (drop off 
    Brookside & Blosser students) 3:13 1:52 
Baechtel Grove 3:17 1:56
Creekside Dr. (drop off 
    Baechtel Grove students) 3:22 2:01
1151 Hearst Road (drop off 
    Baechtel Grove, Brookside & 
    Blosser students) 3:25 2:04
Davidson Lane  3:27 2:06
1775 Valley Rd (green mailbox) 3:28 2:08
Valley Oaks Trailer Park (drop off 
    Baechtel Grove, Brookside & 
    Blosser students) 3:30 2:10
Stop (drop off Baechtel Grove, 
    Brookside & Blosser students) 3:33 2:13
WHS 3:40 2:20
29311 Hwy. 101 3:45 2:25
Turnout just past Creekside Cabins 3:50 2:30
28480 & 30001 Hwy. 101 
    (turnout with bridge) 3:55 2:35
31001 Hwy. 101 (Shangrola) 4:00 2:40
Shimmins Ridge Rd./Sleepy Hollow 4:04 2:44
North entrance to old Hwy. 101 4:08 2:48
28550 Hwy. 101 4:11 2:51
Top of Oil Well Hill 4:14 2:54
24900 N. Hwy 101 (Willits Pump Service) 4:17 2:57
Little Lake Trailer Park 4:19 2:59

Bus #10 pm South East & Center Valley 
Area / Walker Rd. White Deer Lodge

 Reg Tue    
Brookside 2:48 1:26
Penn St. 2:55 1:33

Boscabelle 2:57 1:36
362 Lenore 3:00 1:39
Alameda & Central St. 3:03 1:43
Blosser Lane 3:12 1:50
Elm & Manor (drop off 
    Brookside & Blosser students) 3:24 2:00
Manor Way (drop off 
    Brookside & Blosser students) 3:25 2:03
Little Lake Auto (drop off 
    Brookside & Blosser students) 3:29 2:05 
Baechtel Grove  3:35 2:10
WHS 3:40 2:20 
Elm & Manor (drop off 
    Baechtel Grove students) 3:45 2:28
Manor Way (drop off 
    Baechtel Grove students) 3:47 2:30
North Hollands 3:50 2:38
20208 Hollands  3:52 2:40
South Hollands 3:55 2:41
Ez Living Trailer Park 4:01 2:43 
Schafer Ranch Rd. 4:03 2:45
Parkside Trailer Park 4:04 2:47
19555 Walker Rd. 4:05 2:49
White Deer Lodge   4:15 2:59
Berry Hill Court 4:25 3:09
Margie & Bonnie 4:27 3:11
Center Valley 4:30 3:14
1601 Easthill Rd. 4:32 3:16
1851 Easthill Rd. (just before Lois Lane) 4:33 3:17
22101 Mitomkai 4:38  3:22
2740 Center Valley 4:43 3:27
2540 Center Valley 4:44 3:28
2430 Center Valley 4:45 3:29
2210 Center Valley 4:46  3:30   
1800 Center Valley 4:48 3:32
Valley Oaks Trailer Park 
    (drop off WHS students) 4:52 3:36 
Eastside Valley Rd. 
    (Let students off at mailboxes) 4:54  3:38
Live Oak Road 4:55 3:39

veteran, came to help out, as did Ron and Nancy 
Runberg, Jayne and Ken Smith, Dan Robertson, 
Bruce Smith, school maintenance guy Dan Green, 
and new WHS principal Robert Chavez and his wife, 
Arora, and two young daughters Mia and Sophie. 
Student volunteers included Isabel Gutierrez, 
Camryn Christensen, Nayema Sisemore, Price 
Runberg, Shivam Patel and Nathan Naples.  

The crew finished up the morning’s work with a 
barbecue in the high school quad. 

– Jennifer Poole 

Left: Nayema Sisemore pauses to smile, with Ron 
Runberg in the background.
Right: WHS Principal Robert Chavez with his wife, Arora, 
and daughters, Mia, left, and Sophie.

Photos by Jennifer Poole
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I t is with great enthusiasm that I, Eileen Jones, join 
the Willits Unified School District team as principal of 
Brookside, Blosser Lane, and Sherwood elementary 
schools! This incredible opportunity returns me to the 

place of my childhood roots – Northern California redwoods, 
rivers and amazing coastlines. As I was raised in a logging 
and ranching family in Humboldt, this area has always been 
very special.

Early last year, my husband and I spent several days here 
in Willits. We discovered that Willits was a community that 
provides the small town community we are familiar with and 
see becoming involved in, a region that fills our desire to 
be outdoors and enjoy spectacular beauty, and a location 
closer to family and friends. Being accepted as elementary 
principal for the Willits Transitional Kindergarten-fifth grade 
schools is, therefore, not only a professional move, but a 
personal dream. We are excited to be here!

For over a year and a half, I have worked closely with 
the Willits elementary staff as an educational consultant, 
and have grown to have profound respect for the WUSD 
teachers and entire educational team. Teachers looked 
closely at the new Common Core standards. Lead teachers 
identified mathematics as a priority for additional training 
and piloting of Common Core curriculum.

This last school year, I worked with elementary teachers 
in a variety of ways to assist in piloting a comprehensive 

math program that not only met the new standards, but 
challenged and engaged students at all levels. Each time 
I worked with the Willits teaching team, I was impressed 
by their firm dedication to ensuring they were implementing 
this new curriculum with fidelity and, most importantly, 
effectively guiding students and families to a deeper 
understanding of mathematics.

Working in multiple school districts in several states, I can 
easily say the collaboration and determination of the Willits 
staff to challenge themselves as learners and teachers to 
provide instruction focused on student success is admirable. 
My frustration as a consultant with Willits teachers was that 
I could not be with them day to day, on the ground, with kids 
during this transition. My desire to be a stronger part of the 
WUSD educational team has now been answered!

The new model for elementary leadership this year is 
very exciting! Building upon the excellent leadership of 
Olga O’Neill, long-time Brookside Elementary principal, and 
Robert Chavez, Blosser Lane Elementary and Sherwood 
School principal, I will now lead the TK-5 instructional team, 
which will be a new challenge!

Rocky Johnson and Linda Jacobs will share their expertise 
and be on board to assist with day-to-day site management. 
My strong background as a regional educator, elementary 
principal, curriculum director, team member on development 
of statewide science standards, and a teacher of multiple 
elementary and middle school grades (including multi-
age, English language development, and gifted education) 
throughout my career most certainly will be an asset as we 
build very cohesive elementary programs. 

Most importantly though, based on my work with the 
entire elementary team last year, I firmly believe that this 
model will be successful because of the exceptional teacher 
leaders in all the schools! Giving students a firm academic 
foundation and nurturing every student’s creativity, 
confidence, perseverance, and passion for learning is of 
utmost priority for WUSD teachers regardless of age.

This year’s initiatives include continuing to strengthen 
mathematics instruction, looking deeply at the new English 
language learner frameworks that provide excellent 
strategies that are applicable for all students, and 
implementing “Daily 5” more firmly in all classrooms. The 
addition of physical education specialists will allow teachers 
more time to collaborate on student learning.

A special thank you needs to go out to our fabulous 

maintenance staff that has worked 
throughout the summer to ensure our 
students walk into clean and well-
maintained facilities! Also, thank 
you to our school secretaries (Lisa 
Knopp, Shauna Martin, and Sharen 
Reiner) who came back early to make 
certain students, families and staff 
have a good start to the 2015-2016 
school year! Thank you all!

WUSD elementary teaching teams this year include 
the following:
Transitional Kindergarten/Kindergarten: 
Dawna Allen, Trisha Allen, Carol Brinkerhoff, 
Barbarie Gonzales, Cyndi Pfingsten, Kari 
Rescina.
First: Wesley Rea, Julia Sudlow, Anne 
Hammond, Melissa Bergmann, Michelle 
Kluskiewicz.
Second: Caroline Tufveson, Sandy Lucier, 
Paula Nunez, Brooke Moncivaise, Erica 
Saperstein, Julie Muzzy.
Third: Jordan West, Janice Haschak, Colleen 
Zak, Carrie Bauer, Margaret Bender.
Fourth: Lisa Mey, Kathy Tilton, Jenn 
Valenzuela-Watkins, Dianne McNeal, 
Amy Groom.
Fifth: Samantha Arkelian, Marian 
Lohne, Eileen Travis, Danielle Ostrove, 
Emelia Moore.
Sherwood School: Jenifer Valentic, 
Gina Hirsch
Special Education/Specialists: Yvonne 
Winter, Kelley Labus, John Haschak, Hopie Wise, 
Laura Rowland, Jennifer Drew, Jodie Ward, Patty 
Dalton, Nancy Runberg, Trey Grant, Debra 
Doering, Jaynie Smith, Lenore Hansen, Lisa 
Matern, Ralanya Smith, Katie Cochran, 
Jackie Herz-O’Brien, Sheila McCarty.

I look forward to seeing the students next 
Monday morning, August 24! It will be a great 
year!

A letter from ...

The Principal of Elementary Schools
Eileen Jones

The Adventist Christian School in Willits 
offers truly individualized instruction, in a 
mixed-grade, small-school environment. 
Although the private school is sponsored 
by the 7th Day Adventist Church, it is open 
to any student from first to eighth grade. 

New principal Karli Kuehmichael is 
excited about the beginning of her first 
school year in Willits, which started August 
19. She’s also excited about being close 
to the ocean and about how beautiful the 
Willits area is: “I can’t wait for it to turn 
green!” she said. 

Kuehmichael, who attended Andrews 
University in Michigan, has worked as a 
teacher and principal at a larger Seventh-
day Adventist Church school in Akron, 
Ohio. 

She also attended a one-room school as 
a kid.

Kuehmichael said there are many 
benefits to learning at a small school. “The 
teacher/student ratio here is incredible,” 
she said. “I plan individual instruction for 
each student where they are. You could 

kind of think of it as home study but in a 
school setting.”

Older students also learn by helping 
mentor younger students in a mixed-grade 
school. “It helps both ends,” Kuehmichael 
said. “If the older students can explain 
something to the younger ones, it means 
they really understand.”

Students at Adventist Christian School 
do Bible study,  as well as regular academic 
subjects, art, music and field trips. The formal 
goal for all Seventh-day Adventist schools 
in the Northern California Conference is 
for students to: “Demonstrate academic 
excellence in teaching and learning that 
prepares students for Christian service in 
this world and for heaven.”

School hours at the Adventist Christian 
School,  22751 Bray Road, are Mondays 
through Thursdays from 8:15 am to 3:15 
pm, and Fridays from 8:15 am to 12:30 pm.  
The school is still enrolling students for the 
2015/16 school year: Call the school at 
459-4333 for more information. 

– Jennifer Poole

New principal  
at Adventist  

Christian School

New principal 
Karli 
Kuehmichael  
outside the 
Adventist 
Christian 
School.

Photo by  
Jennifer Poole


