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Willits Ca

It was a sad sight for many earlier this week when
it was finally time to take down the old Willits Cafe
building, which has been in a state of disrepair and
mid-crumble for several years. Various elements,
including hazardous material and a final gas line
securing by PG&E, were finally handled, and the
crew of T. Lawrence Construction started working
Monday, removing the wood, metal and brick
from the old building on the corner of Main and
Commercial streets.

One special project was to save the large in-
house century plant, which was so massive it
started protruding through the glass windows back

Above: Ananda Johnson of the Howard Foundation, left, poses with Bill Wilson, Public Works
supervisor for the City of Willits, and the giant century plant that was removed and saved from the old
Willits Cafe’s south wall. The century plant is now situated at its new home: the Commonwealth Garden.
At right, top: You could still barely make out the words “Willits Cafe” on the sign Monday afternoon. At
right: The cash register was pulled aside from the rubble. See a few more photos on Page 5.

in 2016. With the help of Bill Wilson, Public Works
supervisor for the City of Willits, the crew removed
the plant and found a new home for it — and a few
of its little babies — at the Commonwealth Garden
located next to Adventist Health Howard Memorial
Hospital.

The future destiny for the lot is still to be
determined, but hopefully something Willits needs
and will enjoy can be built in place of the Willits
Cafe. Check out Willits Weekly's Facebook page
for community memories and sentiments about the
old cafe, and share yours there, too!

- Maureen Moore
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At top, left: Scooping

up the debris at the old
Willits Cafe site is easy
work with the help

of an excavator from

T. Lawrence
Construction. At top,
right: On Tuesday
afternoon, only a few
walls were still standing.
Above: The old Willits
Cafe building as it stood
Monday afternoon.
Demolition had already
started on the back
portion, but the front still
resembled the eatery

of many residents’
memories.
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Two Deluxe Duplexes For Sale

Identical, Side

o —

By Side

-

Top of the line, custom rental units. New 30-year roof. New exterior paint. These 2 BD, 2 BA units with laundry r‘oomé and garage are
in like-new condition. Impeccably maintained by owner/builder. All appliances included. Central heat and air. Fenced backyard.

$375,000 each




Then

205 East Valley
Street

Own a piece of Willits history!

205 East Valley Street built in 1901

The house at 205 East Valley was built by the owner,
T. N. Hale in 1901. Mr. Hale was a prominent grocer
in Willits at the turn of the century.

The house features a medium hip roof with a gable
extension over a modest bay. The gable is trimmed in
bargeboard, and is covered in overlapping patterned
shingles. A small portion of roof forms a pediment
across the base of the gable. The roof of the gable and
the main roof are trimmed with a box cornice, sloped
soffit and a plain frieze. The one and a half story
house has also had shed roof dormers added to the
house. The house is covered in wide shiplap boards,
including the bay.

Reprinted with permission from the 1988 book “The Architectural Heritage of Willits,” by
Nelson A. Streib and Susan Pritchard, commissioned by the City of Willits.
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This is a hard to find very
special property with great
4 mountain views in a quiet
I neighborhood. Custom
i, built home with lots of
storage and a bonus room
with a 1/2 bath. $345,000

* the features . $329,000

This is a fabulous spot to

open up or move your

. current restaurant. Great

S5, visibility at the West High-

way 20 Access and the

beginning of Downtown
Willits!  $299,000

Magnificent 3 bedroom, 2.5
gabled home on nearly 112
acre. 9' ceilings, hardwood,
fravertine tile & carpet floors.
Formal dining w/ French
doors. $449,900

If you love the character in
.| a vintage home you must
b4 see this one. Hardwood
= floors, large back yard, and
best of all located on the
west side. Location, loca- WSS
tion, location!  $279,000

i This sparkling clean 3 bed-
£ room, 2 bath home is lovingly
® maintained & move-in ready.
Newer Pergo wood floors.
Window coverings & blinds
included. $305,000

~

Bill Barksdale
CalBRE #01106662
707-489-2232
bark@pacific.net

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
CalBRE #01712217
707-484-6489

roxanne@getmendohomes.com
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CalBRE #00446837
707-459-5389

cbmrwillits@pacific.net

Tara Moratti Patsgf Broeske Randa Cra1§head
CalBRE #01420657 CalBRE #01949646 CalBRE #01971901
707-367-0389 707-841-8053 707-841-7778

tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com patsy.broeske@coldwellbanker.com mrcraighead@comcast.net
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Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844

707-354-2301

nf@coldwellbanker.com

d
Karena Jolley
CalBRE #01482063

707-354-2999

karena.jolley@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
mendocinocountyproperties.com ® coldwellbanker.com

Summertime and the living's
easy in this beautiful, custom
built 3 bedroom, 3 bath home.
Steel and granite kitchen,
stone bathrooms and cathe-
dral ceiling are just some of

Pg.RE2

Investor
opportunities

(707) 462-8622

Hard Money
Loans

(707) 459-2330

Independently
Owned X Operated
CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490
redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax
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Listed at $230,000
MLS: 21818199

Grandma'’s house is for sale! History is in evidence here with this 2 bedroom, 1 bath
home ready for your renovation skills. Extra sitting room, quaint built-ins, cellar, large
1/4 acre city lot, all with potential and nostalgia waiting for your personal touch.

Selzer Realty

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490

Alison Pernell Barbara Mercer  Christopher Martin Elida Cardona
972-1364 489-2922 367-3173 354-1538

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Residential & Commercial

Serving areas of Mendocino,

Jake McFadden Margaret Andrews Sal Madrigal

o Sharon Noah
B Lake and SanaRaEtEE. A 354-3874 354-3977 354-1950 489-0441
www.basroofing.com basroofing@liv J
SUMM'T REALTY PRESENTS 1 ‘ 707—459 6175 @
L sttt 2 Parcels Bordering|| | =="'° DRE# 00528452 e

the Eel River

1.11 and 1.04 acre separate parcels bordering the

1 scenic Eel River offering summertime swimming

&% 4 and kayaking opportunities. There is a 2 bedroom,

1 bath rustic artistic cabin, greenhouse/potting

™ shed and barn/storage bulldmgs Established

ﬁ awesome flower and veggie garden, orchard with

peach, pear, cherry, plum, nectarine, apple, and
fig trees. There is power to the property and

== county road access. Not far from Emandal Farm.

* $295,000

FEATURED PROPERTY
Presented by: Jake cFadden

53.2 acres with beautiful views of the Willits Valley. There is a rustic ranch home, 2 bed., 1.5 baths
located on Red Hill Road area. Lovely woods and meadows, lots of storage, workshop, great access
throughout the property, year round spring water, PG&E and many other nice building sites.
Really Beautiful Property! ASKING $485,000

For information or an appointment to view please call:

WT Ruth Weston
| 707-489-3333

Newly Renovated Custom Home on a Large lot in a great in-town neighborhood and
close to everything! Large Bedrooms, Large yards, Mature trees & plantings are just
some of the many attributes this property offers. Turn-Key and Ready to enjoy.
*FREE 1 YEAR HOME WARRANTY INCLUDED

Offered at $249,999

CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacific .net
557 South Main Street » Willits
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COLUMN | Real Estate Beat

Polty talk

As of July 2018, the City of Willits has a new
ordinance 13.17, Sewer Lateral Inspection
Program, that went into effect. It affects all of us
that use the public sewer system. Brooktrails
has had a similar ordinance in place for a
number of years now. As a home seller, buyer,
or owner of a commercial / industrial property
that is hooked up to the public sewer system,
you are required by law to comply. The newly
released version that | read is
45 pages long.

Brooktrails and Willits share
the same sewage treatment
plant. That's a lot of, well, stuff
to treat.

As | studied the 45 pages,
| discovered, much of it deals
with commercial and industrial
properties, but the final seven
pages deal with residential
properties.

This is really important
for you to understand. What
happens to the water and stuff
in it when you wash dishes,
flush the toilet, or take a bath
or shower? If you are hooked up to a public
sewer system, that effluence (the stuff that
flows out), eventually ends up at the sewage
treatment plant to be cleaned up and made
healthy so no one gets injured or sick from it.

| recently had a nearly three-hour
meeting with Willits City Manager Stephanie
Garrabrant-Sierra, City Utilities Superintendent
Scott Herman, and City Assistant Engineer
Susanne Loutsis. All of these public servants
were helpful and are dedicated to the needs of
the residents of our fine city. My thanks goes
out to them for helping me to understand this
ordinance so | can, in turn, try to assist you,
dear reader.

Bill Barksdale
Columnist, GRI Realtor®

This is where | say, | am not an attorney or
city employee and am not qualified to provide
legal advice, nor am | providing legal advice.
You must go to a qualified professional for that
conversation and information. Got it?

What is a sewer lateral? The sewer lateral
is a pipe that connects your property to the
public sewer main in the street so it can flow
to the plant and be treated. The “upper lateral”
is on your property, and you are responsible
for its condition and proper functioning at your
own expense. Once it flows off your property
onto public property, the infrastructure is
generally the responsibility of the
public agency.

Why was this ordinance
enacted? It's the law — federal,
state and local. My understanding
is that the Clean Water Act, State
Water Resources Control Board,
and a 2013 lawsuit against the
City of Willits by the controversial
group, River Watch all compelled
the city to enact an ordinance /
law to deal with the situation of
water contamination flowing from
sewage. The city had no choice
but to comply.

More about “why.” The primary
purpose is to protect you and, by
extension, the environment from the dangers
of contamination from sewage. There's
something called “INI,” aka “infiltration and
inflow.” Inflow is the sewage that you flush
or drain into the system through your sewer
lateral. Infiltration is ground and storm water
that enters the system through cracks, breaks
and other defects in your upper lateral, and
sometimes the lower lateral, as it enters the
system.

During times of heavy rain and with our very
high water table in Willits, a lot of extra water
enters the sewage system through these
defects and ends up in the sewage treatment
plant, at times overwhelming the system with

too much water. This is very

Willits Rental Center
& Auto Repair

— Full Line Auto Repair and Service —
— Contractor and Homeowner Tool Rental —
Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
315 Robert Drive * Willits « (707) 456-1123

costly to the public. Since much
of the “infiltration” is on private
property — you are responsible.
So, the ordinance tells you what
you must do to keep your part
functioning properly.

Part of the ordinance requires
the installation of a “back-flow
device” that helps prevent
sewage backing up and flowing
into your house or business. |
know of instances where this
has happened, and it really
stinks, both  metaphorically
and in fact. Since no one
wants sewage in their home or
business, you need a back-flow
device installed on your property
along with a sewer clean-out
access near the street close to
where your sewer lateral enters
the public sewer main.

Here’s how you comply. Both
Brooktrails and the city have an
application that the homeowner

Charmin 2 bedroom, 1-bath home in nice
neighborhood. Walking distance to
shopping, movies, coffee shops, and parks.

$223,000

PEREALTY

NOW OFFERING
SEAMLESS
ALUMINUM

GUTTERS

real roofing done once.
done right.
Dunlap

/ business owner picks up at the Brooktrails
or city office. You pay about $100 for the
application, to pay for the processing. Then
you have a licensed plumber or appropriate
professional come to your property and run a
camera through your sewer line to make sure
it's clear and not full of roots, cracks or defects
that keep it from functioning properly.

Next, if you don’t have a clean-out near the
street with a back-flow device, you have to
have it installed. The cost for the inspection
and installation for a residence can vary
depending on who you use, but right now it's
normally between $1,800 and $2,500 in this
area per my experience. Can be more if they
run into problems.

The city has a very low-interest loan
program to help homeowners pay for the work.
Ask at the front desk for information about this
program.

What triggers your need to comply? If you
sell a house or property connected to the
public sewer, install a “side sewer service”
that goes to another building on your property,
have a sewage overflow (indicating that you
have a plugged-up line), do a remodel that is
valued at $100,000 or more, change the use
of the property from residential to commercial,
install a restaurant, have an illegal connection,
or have a “prohibited discharge.”

Anyone with half a brain knows that you
don't flush dangerous chemicals, petroleum
products, paint, cooking oils and fats, or
medications down the toilet. This contaminates
our water and the sewage plant, and plugs
drains. Antibiotic medications literally kill the
microbes that keep our environment clean and
healthy.

To get rid of this dangerous stuff, use the
Willits Solid Waste recycling plant in town.
Bring old meds to the drug store to dispose
of. There’s also the Hazmobile’s hazardous
waste collection days round the county from
time to time, where you can bring stuff like
paint, household chemicals, old oil, etc. for
free disposal. Don't be an idiot / criminal.
Use this free service. The Hazmobile is next
scheduled to be in Willits on August 24 and 25,
from 9 am to 1 pm, at the Willits Corporation
Yard, 380 East Commercial Street.

The city is preparing a simple packet that
you can pick up at City Hall, or that may soon
be available online at the City of Willits website
- regarding this Sewer Lateral Inspection
Program. The city wants to help you. Work
with them. Nobody wants the extra expense,
but we all have to split the cost for the services
we demand. Without the sewer plant, we
would literally live in a sewer.

Call Scott Herman, utilities superintendent,
if you need more information, at 459-7129.

The point is, this is to protect your health,
and everyone else’s, and to save taxpayer
dollars by preventing unwelcome “infiltration”
from overwhelming the system.

As always, you can choose to be a part of
the solution.
Bill Barksdale has been a real estate agent in Willits for over

25 years. He can be reached at Coldwell Banker Mendo
Realty Inc.: 707-489-2232 or bark@pacific.net.

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick
Help our
firefighters:
Clean up debris

Nicholas Casagrande

Columnist

Greetings
neighbors!

| was speak-
ing with an area
fire chief — he
mentioned one
of the many,
challenges
fighting  these
incredible fires
is  something
rarely mentioned — it is the debris left on
properties, i.e. non-functioning cars, appli-
ances, farm equipment, collapsing/vacant
structures, drums of chemicals, etc.

When the firefighter crews are laying
hose across fields and properties, the hose
can get snagged, kinked and, at worst,
severed by debris left on properties. During
any fire, our first responders are dealing
with so many difficult-to-control variables
- heat, unstable ground, deteriorating
structures, minimal communication....
We can help with dangerous debris in our
community.

Get a tax write-off for that old car

Should you have a vehicle that needs
disposing of — you can get a tax write-off
of $500 or more, depending on the value
of your vehicle:

+ Call 1-855-500 RIDE or visit www.
careasy.com to learn about an organization
called “CARS - Charitable Adult Rides
& Services.” it is a national organization
that allows you to choose the non-profit
you want the proceeds of your donated
vehicle(s) to go to. CARS seamlessly
handles a “project” that you were not quite
sure how to manage.

* You will need the title for the vehicle.
If you do not have it, use Google and find
form REG227, an application for Duplicate
or Paperless Title. It's a two-page form —
you only fill out one page, and the CARS
people fill out and handle the rest.

* You will be provided tax paperwork, a
voucher stating the vehicle was worth less
than $500. If the vehicle sells for more
than $500 at the CARS auctions, you will
be asked for your Social Security number
for the 1099 form that will be provided to
you for your taxes.

* Non-profits: You can sign up to be
one of the CARS charity partners at www.
careasy.com. CARS charity partners are

Read the rest of
Casagrande

Over on Page 5

every day.

Fidelity National Title
Trusted everywhere,

_!‘

462-ROOF

For the best in service,
remember to always insist on

F1de11ty National Title

7 WORLD

SAL MADRIGAL
707-354-1950
CalBRE #01139481

Each office is independently owned and operated.
Serving Mendocino County since 1976.
36 South Street o Willits o 707-459-6175

CA. Lic. #806498

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Kent Westwood, Broker
CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078 .

Joe Morf, Agent

’l'f -

—

CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

“Zillow Premier A gents”
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Dunlap ROOFING, Inc.

www.dunlaproofing.com

MENDO REALTY, INC.

704 E. Perkins Street, Suite D | Ukiah, CA 95482
Ph: (707) 467-9212

Fax: (707) 467-9183

Your Dedicated Escrow Team:
Annette Pearce | Susie Robertson | Denise LaHa

Tara Moratti
Broker-Associate
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - Cell

AVAILABLE
$315,000

Country Property close to town. On &
a quiet cul-de-sac tucked in the Pine
Mt. Estates lies this 3 acre parcel.
Nature and privacy abounds with
a nicely manicured wooded area
around this sweet 2 bd/1ba home.
Great morning and afternoon sun
coming from the East graces the
back portion of the property’s
gently sloped open knoll.
Established garden that includes
berries, fruit trees, flowers, and
raised beds for your vegetables.
Easy commute to Ukiah!

707 459 5389 ext 106 - office

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits e (707) 459-5389

www.LivInMendo.com ¢ 1460 S. Main St., Willits e tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com
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COLUMN | How's the Market?

‘Free’ money?
Consider a
reverse mortgage

Would you like to receive a check from the bank to
supplement your income after you turn 55? If you own your
own home, the equity in your home can become a source
of income, and you don't have to have any other income
sources to qualify.

| know it sounds too good to be true, and I'd
be lying if | said there were no strings attached;
however, you can borrow against the equity in
your home and use the money however you see
fit, whether you want to go on a fabulous vacation
or simply have a higher standard of living.

This is all possible because of something called
a “reverse mortgage.” The bank gives you a loan
based on the value of the equity in your home
and how long you're likely to live. As long as you
remain in your home, you never have to pay back
the loan, even if you live to be 110 years old. You
can receive the payment from the bank either in a
lump sum or as a monthly payment.

With a regular mortgage, you — the homeowner - pay
the lender every month. Some of the payment goes toward
reducing the principal (the loan amount) and some goes
toward interest (the cost of borrowing the money). Each
month, you have a little more equity in the home (you've paid
off more of the principal).

In a reverse mortgage, the bank sends the homeowner
a check and reduces the equity the homeowner has in the
property. If a person lives so long that the amount owed is
more than the home’s value, the homeowner can stay in the
home and the Federal Housing Administration will cover any
loss to the lender.

The amount you can get is based on the value of the
home and the age of both homeowners. The rates are a little
higher than for a traditional mortgage, but not too much. To

Richard Selzer

Columnist

explain how the loan is calculated, let's say a house is worth
$350,000 and both homeowners are 62 years old. The lender
will make a one-time lump-sum payment of $100,000 or a
monthly payment of $575.

If the payments are to be monthly, they will continue until
the last owner passes away or moves out of the home. This
means the borrower(s) never have to pay the loan themselves.
Ultimately, the house will be sold, but not while the owners still
live in it.

You'll want to consider your heirs in all this, because you
are using up part of your wealth rather than passing it on
to them. When you die, to retain the house, your heirs will
need to repay the reverse mortgage loan either by selling the
home, refinancing the loan, or paying the loan
with cash they have on hand.

However, your heirs are not on title and have
no obligation to pay off the loan. If the loan
exceeds the value of the house, the heirs can
simply let the lender take possession and sell
the house. This will not cause any negative
impact on the heirs’ credit standing.

In addition, remember that while you live in
the house, you must keep insurance and taxes
current and reasonably maintain the property.

If you're wondering about the tax implications
of this whole endeavor, don’t worry. The interest
on the loan isn’t deductible until the loan is paid.
In other words, as long as you live in your home and benefit
from the reverse mortgage income, you're good.

Reverse mortgages can be essential in allowing retirees
to remain financially independent, even with no income and
bad credit. Since the retiree won't ever have to make any
payments, the only qualifying criterion is the equity in their
home.

If you have questions about real estate or property
management, please contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com
or visit www.realtyworldselzer.com. If | use your suggestion
in a column, I'll send you a $5 gift card to Roland’s Bakery.
If you'd like to read previous articles, visit my blog at www.
richardselzer.com.

Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the business for more than
40 years.

Photos by
Maureen
Moore

At left, top: The interior of the old Willits Cafe as it was being
demolished. At left: Most of the building was down already
by Tuesday afternoon, but the scoop-up efforts continued
through Wednesday.

Above: Bill Wilson, Public Works supervisor for the City of
Willits, was amazed at how the century plant still growing in
the Willits Cafe was thriving in “just this much soil on top of
the slab,” noting its roots were growing horizontally in the
less-than-ideal conditions. Hopefully it will flourish in its new
home at the Commonwealth Garden.

Donald McEdwards, Ph.D.

Certified Hydrogeologist No. 153 1025 Hearst Willits Road

watersurveys(@comcast.net Willits, CA 95490

Daulton R. Abernathy Jr.

Home Loan Consultant

(707) 354-3333
NMLS #232299
DaultonAbernathy@umpquabank.com

UMPQUA 465 N. State St.
B-A°'N- K Ukiah, CA

MEHTLAN INSURANCE
AGENCY

ERIC MEHTLAN

INSURANCE BROKER / OWNER

OFFICE: 707-456-9209 | FaX: 707-456-9409

IN THE SAFEWAY SHOPPING CENTER

873 S. MAIN ST. IN WILLITS

ERMEHTLAN@YAHOO COM

d[ % ner

Insurance Agency

— COMPLETE INSURANCE —

99 SOUTH MAIN STREET (707) 459-5404
WILLITS, CALIFORNIA 95490 FAX (707) 459-5384

The rest of
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listed on the website via a drop-down menu.

Help from United Policyholders

Should you need insurance claim assistance or insurance
purchasing guidance — go to www.UPHelp.org to learn
about United Policyholders, a non-profit that is an insurance
information resource for individuals and businesses. Check
out the website: There are lots of tools to make sure you and/
or your business are properly insured across policies — home,
auto, health. Be prepared and protected so you can recover
from an adverse event — an accident, a loss, an illness — or
a fire.

Thanks to our first responders!

It was difficult to hear the fire chief speak about the

challenge of debris in homeowners’ yards. Much gratitude to
our first responders — many of whom are volunteers and our
neighbors.
Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a financial advisor. His firm,
NC Financial Group, is a wealth management firm serving individual clients as
well as small-to-medium-sized businesses. Client work includes personal and
corporate taxes, investment planning, insurance, and real estate. NC Financial
Group'’s Willits office is located at 675 South Main Street; contact 855-240-6606
or nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) or Nicholas.Casagrande@_Ceterafs.
com (investments) for more information.

TITLE 24
INSPECTIONS

REBATES &
FINANCING

HVAC &
WINDOWS

HERS TESTING

INSULATION:

Installation and removal

HOME PERFORMANCE:

Energy Audits, Improvements,
Efficiency upgrades and Solar

www.appersonem.com

7 GET MORE WITHOUT PAYING MORE!
CARPET
ONE

FLOOR & HOME

i SALE

j- I-'\Mlﬂuﬂnl-m
& CLEARANCE

il B g
Save Now During Our
Semi-Annual Flooring

Save big throughout the store on select carp
tile and more! Featuring INNOVIA XTREME CLE
that cleans up most stains with plain water®. |

INNOV/A

TREME

LIVE IN-STORE
STAIN FACE-OFF

CARPET V5. STAIN
Experiance the INNCVIA STAIN DEMONSTRATION
STATION and see for yoursell the amazing stein
repelency of INNOVIA XTREME CLEAN carpets.

2 e
FLOOR
UKIAH # CARPET ONE %
300 HASTINGS AVE., UKIAH, CA | 707-462-1554 | CARPETONE.COM
“Save $100 an select flooring purchases of 1,000-51,999. Save $250 on select Sooring purchases of $2,000-$3,400. Save $500 on sslect
mmmmmal&xﬂum At participating stores only. Some resirictions apply. See store for detalls, *See warmanty guide for

details. Not responsible for typographical emors. Offer ends 8202018, Offer cannot be combined with other discounts or promotional olers.
and is not vald on previcus purchases. §2018 Carpet One Floor & Home®. Al Rights

Office: ?0?.5159.5';"

www.getmendohomes.com
CalBRE # 1712217

coLbweLL
BANKER O

Natalie Higley
Realty World Selzer Realty
1 Cell Phone: 831.262.8705
nhigleyrealtor@gamil.com
www.natalierealtor.com
CalBRE #02018624

o SCALT Y

W' WWORLD
Selzer Realty

551 South Orchard Avenue
Ukiah, CA 95472

“If it matters to you,
it matters to me.”

“Your Vintage Home Expert”

When your home is unique it deserves an
agent who understands what makes it special.

(707)
peter@
\ CalBRE# {}1203926

Remodeling?

Showing Your
Home?

Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: x5 to 12x40
Call for Avarlability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. ®* Willits ® 459- 2529
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Above, left: George Borecky is eager to move into his rebuilt home on Tomki Road in Redwood Valley this fall. The
October fires burned down the family house of 43 years. Above, right: Frank Belford’s home on Fisher Lake Drive in
Redwood Valley nears completion. Below: A foundation and subfloor rise at the site of a home on Tomki Road.
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Redwood Valley homeowners rebuilding
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after deadly October 2017 firestorm

By Jeff Quackenbush
Reprinted courtesy of the North Bay Business Journal

More than 380 homes were destroyed in Mendocino
County last October — that's almost one-quarter of the
housing in the rural Redwood and Potter valleys. More
than 36,000 acres of the county burned in the blaze, which
started late October 8.

Nine months later, 312 of the about 400 burned sites in
Mendocino County have been cleared of debris and turned
back over to the property owners, according to county CEO
Carmel Angelo. The rest have been cleared of debris, but
county paperwork still needs to be finalized.

So far, 77 rebuild permits have been issued, and another
12 are under review. Of those, 41 are for manufactured
homes, and the rest are standard construction.

“That's pretty good that we have that many building
permits so far,” Angelo said.

Of the issued permits, six homes have been finished,
four of which are manufactured dwellings.

Return of a hard-hit neighborhood

One of the Redwood Valley homes in the “home stretch”
of rebuilding belongs to George and Nancy Borecky. They
have lived on the Tomki Road property for 43 years and
had just finished remodeling their home before the fire.

Early on October 9, the Boreckys were awakened
by something they don't recall. They had less than 15
minutes to flee with themselves and their dogs. Blasting
the vehicle’s air horn to alert their neighbors, they sped
through flames and smoke so thick they could barely see
the markings on Tomki Road as they headed south.

Theirs was one of 44 lots that burned in the Mountain
River Ranch subdivision, which also includes Fisher Lake
Drive, where 18 homes were destroyed and two people
died.

Like other neighbors who have their homes under
construction, the Boreckys are now living in their motor
coach on the property as Cupples & Sons Construction of
Ukiah completes the exterior of their new home.

One of the four homes on Fisher Lake Drive that started
to rise from the ground again is a 1,500-square-foot house
for Steve and Katrena Dursteler. It's a totally different
floorplan from the 2,300-square-foot house they had lived
in for 14 years before the fire. They had revamped their
backyard just two weeks before the fire.

“We could not afford to rebuild what we had, because
the cost of materials has increased so much,” Katrena
Dursteler said.

While their USAA insurance policy paid out to the limits
on the structure, the Durstelers said they could only get 75
percent for contents without itemizing what was lost.

Rebuild reset: Overevacuation

Work on the Boreckys’ lot started in January, first by
crews the Army Corps of Engineers hired to clean the site
of contaminants left by the incineration of their home. But
127 of the Mendocino County sites in need of cleanup
were overexcavated, according to Angelo, the Mendocino
County CEO. State officials came in to look at the sites and
found 82 were eligible for covering the cost of backfilling
the holes where the homes once stood and compacting
the new material.

“If we were to do the debris project again, we would have
the state and federal governments pay as they did, but it
might be better for everyone if it might be possible to have
the recovery efforts done locally,” Angelo said.

The Boreckys’ home site was among those that needed
the most backfill, up to 5 feet deep, at a cost of $15,000
for materials and experts such as their own contractor and
soils engineer. The Durstelers said they paid $17,000 to
get their property fixed.

The Boreckys had that extra cost covered by their home
policy, according to Jared Hull, their Ukiah-based Farmers
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Insurance agent. The carrier offers 10 percent of the value
of the home to cover building-code updates, such as what
are required before plans for the original house can be
approved for permits.

On hearing the reports of the firestorm damage, Hull
said he raced to the office at 6:30 am and started calling
clients who lived in Redwood and Potter valleys. He had
authorized the wiring of up to $15,000 in living expenses to
the Boreckys by the following morning.

The company ended up with 70 total-loss home claims in
Redwood Valley. Insurance claims from Mendocino County
topped $183 million, according to a December 1 report
from the state Department of Insurance.

Hull’s office also paid out a number of $500 allowances
for evacuees. Within a couple of weeks of the start of the
fire, the carrier approved 100 percent coverage of personal
property without questions.

After the Borecky home site was declared cleaned, it
took three weeks to get permits to rebuild. Cupples & Sons
started work on the foundation of the couple’s new home in
April, and the interior wallboards were finished by mid-July.
The goal is to get the county certificate of occupancy by
mid-September, George Borecky said.

Ukiah contractor lines up Santa Rosa rebuilds

The Boreckys’ home is one of three homes Cupples &
Sons has rebuilt in Redwood Valley, according to foreman
Casey Cupples.

“We haven't had a lot of trouble; inspectors have been
really fair up there,” he said. “Hardest thing is for owners
to get the plan they want approved by the county or a city.”

That's why after finishing the home they’re working on
now, Cupples & Sons is headed for north Santa Rosa,
where the seven-employee business has three rebuilds
lined up. Casey Cupples’ father, Rick, started the company
in 1977. Originally homebuilders, they turned to commercial
projects in 1998 and have specialized in school projects
in recent years. “We got back into homes because of the
fires,” Casey Cupples said.

Homeowners seek help with rebuild process

While Mendocino County’s building and planning
departments offer information online and in print about the
rebuilding process and resources, several residents of the
Mountain River Ranch subdivision who are in the midst
of rebuilding said they wished the steps necessary were
more clearly defined.

“There is no simple system in place to do things at the
county building department,” said Steve Dursteler. “We
need one packet that tells us who to contact and when.”

After trying to manage the rebuild in between Katrena
Dursteler’'s work as a local teacher, the couple had help
from a good friend who is a construction consultant and
had worked for the County of Mendocino and the City of
Healdsburg.

“He pushed us to get going,” she said. “We were the first
to get a permit and get our foundation in.”

Then the Durstelers’ rebuild was delayed because their
lender called for information after the new foundation was
built in March.

The Mendocino County CEO said the Redwood fire did
show that local, state and federal agencies can cooperate
on a monumental task of battling the blaze and revving up
the recovery.

“We're so used to criticizing government, but we can
work together,” Angelo said. “Though Mendocino County is
a fairly small government, | think our planning department
has done great at getting people back to rebuild.”

Reprinted courtesy of the North Bay Business Journal,
www.nbbj.news. For the full story, originally published
July 23, 2018, go to www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/
northbay/mendocinocounty/8543076-181/rebuilding-
redwood-valley-mendocino-wildfire
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Above: The view from Art and Denise Barclay’s new home in the
firestorm-devastated Fisher Lake Drive neighborhood in Redwood
Valley looks out to charred trees.

Below: A charred hose bib post is a reminder of the October 2017
firestorm that destroyed the home of Art and Denise Barclay on
Fisher Lake Drive.
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Shopping for
a mortgage?

Jay Epstein, Agent
State Farm Agent
704 E. Perkins Street, Suite B
Ukiah, CA 95482
Bus: 707-468-0179 Bus: 707-459-4044

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1559368
MLO License #CA-DBO1559368

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

o StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas.
State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL
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1001306.1

Time for an Insurance

Let’s make sure you have the right coverage:
Life and Health

Call today for advice

855.240.6606

nicho

EA# 105934 « CADRE # 01854336 * Insurance LIC # 0HE8496
675 S. Main Street, Willits, CA 95490
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered through

Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS Insurance Agency),
member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.
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