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Supes not
ready to OK

WPD arrests
2 for fentanyl
sales,
possession

county
water
agency

Submitted by the Willits
Police Department
On Sunday, July 24, at
approximately 8:20 pm,
Willits Police Department
Officer
Basurto
was
patrolling the area of East
San Francisco Avenue and
Railroad Avenue when he
conducted a vehicle stop in
the 200 block of East San
Francisco Avenue.

Forrest Glyer

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Above: Talents from members across the county range in mediums across the board and can be seen in various creations entered
into the Redwood Empire Fair including, from left: this chair by Natalie Campbell; this bead work necklace by Leveda Lockhart; this
close-up eye photograph by Stephany Brundage; and this knitted wall hanging by Christina Orozco. Below: Long Valley 4-H’s Emmett
Zuffinetti, 6, holds his bunny Zebra, and a first-place ribbon earned at Wednesday’s rabbit show.

The vehicle was occupied
by two male adults, later
identified as Joseph Russo,
41, of New Port Richey,
Florida, and Frank Sorbera,
42, of Willits. WPD Officer
Avalos arrived and assisted
Officer Basurto with the
traffic stop.

Instead of a new
agency with multiple staff
members as was laid out
in an “Implementation
Plan” at the meeting, the
board instead approved
First District Supervisor
Glenn McGourty to come
back to the board with a
plan to spend no more
than $250,000 of one-time
money to temporarily hire a
consultant for water grants
and projects.

The driver, Russo,
attempted
to
falsely
impersonate
someone
else by giving officers a
false name. The driver
was ultimately properly
identified and found to be
operating the vehicle with a
suspended driver’s license.
Based on the driver
operating the vehicle with a
suspended driver’s license,
the vehicle was subject to
tow.
During an inventory of
the vehicle, approximately
38 grams of suspected
fentanyl was located
concealed in the vehicle
along with numerous items
of drug paraphernalia. The
fentanyl was located in
Read the rest of

Arrests

Over on page 11

Deputies
arrest armed
Willits
man after
struggle
By Sgt. Richard Van
Baren, for MCSO
On
July
26,
at
approximately
11:20
am, Mendocino County
Sheriff’s Office deputies
were dispatched to a report
of a subject discharging
a firearm in a negligent
manner on a piece of
property in the 10000 block
of Hearst Willits Road.

McGourty also proposed
creating a “Water Resource
Team” using staff and others
available in the community.

Photos by Maureen Jennison

Fun at the Fair
Redwood Empire Fair this Thursday
through Sunday at Ukiah Fairgrounds

It’s August, and that means it’s also time for the Redwood Empire
Fair and Junior Livestock Auction, and exhibitors of all ages are ready
to show their talents in the show ring and exhibitor buildings.
The fair opens Thursday and runs through Sunday with a bevy of
activities each day. Livestock exhibitors loaded in earlier this week
and have been showing their animals, but Saturday’s Junior Livestock
Auction will be held for the public to attend.
For a list of activities, event and show times, and pricing, log on to
www.RedwoodEmpireFair.com or see the ad on page 6.
– Maureen Jennison
At right, top: Tami Lucchetti of Hopland has prepared wheelbarrow
arrangements for many years outside the Floriculture building. At right: Tina
Heady of Ukiah does some final fluffing of her coleus plant. Below, from left: A
few red tomatoes entered into the Horticulture building from Linda Johnston.
A white Potter Valley bunny waits for its turn in the show ring Wednesday
morning. Hannah Foster created a produce plate for the Horticulture building
that included a peach, tomatillo, garlic bulb, tomato and eggplant.

Deputies attempted to
contact Williams at his gate
near his residence, , nearly
10 miles east of Willits at
the end of Hearst Willits
Road, but he became
verbally hostile towards the
deputies.
Read the rest of

Struggle

Over on page 9

McGourty said in a
presentation that “present
minimal
funding”
of
around $160,000 allocated
would not “support a fully
staffed” Mendocino County
Water Agency, which GEI
Consultants
estimated
would
cost
around
Read the rest of

Water

Over on page 11

Brooktrails
board hears
updates
on
transportation,
Parks Grant,
water
Barbara O’Reardon
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The Brooktrails Community Township Board of
Directors July 26 meeting
began with a couple of
announcements by board
members, Directors Tina
Tyler-O’Shea and Tony
Orth.

Upon
their
arrival,
MCSO deputies received
information that Trevor
Clay Williams, 45, of Willits,
had unsafely discharged a
firearm several times in the
vicinity of a juvenile (who
also lived on the property)
in a manner that could
possibly endanger her life.
It was also learned that
Williams was the restrained
person in a served
restraining order, which
therefore prohibited him
from possessing firearms.

The Board of Supervisors
scaled back their plans
for a new “standalone
Mendocino County Water
Agency” on Tuesday, at
least for the time being,
amidst
heightened
concerns over how to fund
it with their limited budget
options.

Above, from left: Barbara Carlon’s entry in the Home Arts building hit this year’s theme of “quilts and cows” perfectly. Jams, jellies and
preserves are always a favorite thing to enter. Dave Poma’s first-place cookie bars looked delicious in the case. Epoxy tumblers and
cups were a new category – these three were created by Natasha Ricetti. Fine Arts building supervisor Brenda Hodges shows some
of the cow flags used to decorate the space. Below, left: Colorful quilts of all sizes and shapes hang on the walls of the Home Arts
building. Below, right: This desert landscape photo by Amy Ford hangs in the Fine Arts building and earned first place.

Tyler-O’Shea
talked
about the Mendocino
Council of Governments
Mobility Solutions for Rural
Communities meeting that
she had attended on July
25 and said: “In that meeting I discussed the conditions and challenges with
transportation for people
in our community who do
not have a vehicle. There
will be a public meeting in
August, and I will share information as I receive it.”
[MCOG’s session in Brooktrails is now set for August
26, from 11 am to 12:30 pm,
at the Brooktrails Community Center].
Director Orth said:
“I would like to thank
Read the rest of

Updates

Over on page 4

Adventist Health, Anthem
Blue Cross extend contract
to August 16
Anthem Blue Cross and Adventist Health have
agreed to extend the current contract to August 16.
Both parties continue to actively negotiate in good
faith with the goal of reaching a mutually agreeable
agreement.
Anthem and Adventist Health have a long history of
partnership, and both parties remain committed to a
new contract agreement.
We’ll continue to send updates as the negotiations
progress.
– Submitted by Adventist
Health Mendocino County

‘Non-profits first’
at Little Lake Fire
furniture giveaway,
August 4
Little Lake Fire Protection District is holding a
furniture giveaway on Thursday, August 4 at the
Baechtel Road substation, 1575 Baechtel Road.
Non-profits are invited to swing by first, from 8
to 10 am, and the public is invited from 1 to 4 pm.
This is mostly office-related furniture that was
previously donated in the last 10 to 15 years and
used in the old Baechtel Road substation. It will
be given away for free. Questions? Call 707-4597777.
– Little Lake Fire Protection District

Senior Center menu
for the week
Willits Senior Center is serving lunch in its indoor
dining room, and continues to serve drive-through
and walk-up lunches, too. Lunch is available Monday
through Friday, from 12 to 12:45 pm, inside and
outside the Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Price
is $7.
Thursday, August 4: Hot Dog, Chili, Green Salad
Friday, August 5: BBQ Chicken, Veggie, Baked
Beans, Roll
Monday, August 8: Chili Mac, Veggie, Corn Bread
Tuesday, August 9: Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, Garlic
Bread, Green Salad
Wednesday, August 10: Hamburger Stroganoff,
Veggie, Roll
Thursday, August 11: Sausage Mushroom
Stromboli, Green Salad
Friday, August 12: Ground Beef Tacos, Rice, Beans

Upcoming Special Events
Chili Cook-Off: Friday, August 19, 5 to 7 pm
Food Bank: Thursday, August 11 and Thursday,
August 25, 9:30 am to 11:30 am, in the Loflin Field
parking lot on Commercial Street.
Meals on Wheels: The Senior Center Meals on
Wheels program delivers lunch Monday through
Friday. To sign up call Deb at 459-6826, who can
help fill out the application form. Call 459-6826 the
day before needed to schedule home meal delivery.
Delivered throughout Willits.
Transportation for seniors: Call 459-5556 to
schedule. Pick up and drop off for grocery shopping,
banking, doctors’ appointments. Senior Center Thrift
Shop: 459-2176
The Senior Center is in need of volunteers to help
with the many activities here at the center, including
volunteer Meals on Wheels drivers. “Volunteers are
one-third of our workforce, which allows us to offer
many services to our members and community.” To
learn more about volunteering: 459-6826

‘ I F T H E S E WA L L S C O U L D TA L K ’

A final gathering at the
old Howard Hospital
S AT U R DAY , AUGU S T 20 AT 5 P M
The time has come to say farewell to the old hospital.
Save the Date: Saturday, August 20 at 5 pm.
We are planning an opportunity for friends to gather
and share stories, pictures, or anything else related to
the old HMH.
We will have seating in the shade on the back lawn
along Poplar Street.
Come join us for refreshments, and reminisce
about our beloved hospital that has been a part of our
community since 1928!
– Frank R. Howard Foundation

MCOG seeks input for
transportation needs study
Submitted by the Mendocino Council of Governments
The Mendocino Council of Governments is undertaking a study of transportation
needs and solutions for the communities of Covelo, Laytonville, Brooktrails, Potter
Valley and Hopland – five inland rural communities with no public transit services.
According to MCOG, the project will focus on working closely with community
residents and stakeholders to identify transportation needs and explore innovative
mobility solutions that can connect residents with the places they need to go.
An initial round of community outreach is scheduled for the week of August 22-26.
The project team will be holding listening sessions in each of the five communities.
Residents are invited to attend the sessions to talk with the planning team about their
own mobility needs or those of their families, employees or neighbors. Please drop
in anytime during the meeting to tell us your story.
Covelo Listening Session, August 22, 1 to 2:30 pm, Covelo RV Library Commons,
23940 Howard Street, Covelo.
Laytonville Listening Session, August 23, noon to 1:30 pm, Healthy Start/Harwood
Memorial Park Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville.
Hopland Listening Session, August 24, 5:30 to 7 pm, Fire Department, 21 Feliz
Creek Road, Hopland.
Potter Valley Listening Session, August 25, 1 to 2:30 pm, Youth and Community
Center, 10270 Main Street, Potter Valley
Brooktrails Listening Session, August 26, 11 am to 12:30 pm, Brooktrails
Community Center, 24860 Birch Street, Brooktrails
Anyone who is unable to attend a listening session can visit the project website
to submit a description of their transportation challenges or to use an interactive
map to indicate the destinations they have trouble getting to. The public engagement
website is at https://amma.mysocialpinpoint.com/mobility-solutions-study.
For further information, contact project manager Loretta Ellard at lellard@dbcteam.
net or 707-234-3434.

Willits
Weekly
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July update on
monkeypox
disease

LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to
once every four weeks.
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits,
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

Submitted by Mendocino
County Public Health
Monkeypox is a viral
disease related to smallpox
that has been endemic
in animals in Central and
East Africa and rarely has
jumped to humans or out
of Africa. Since early May
2022, cases of monkeypox
have been confirmed
in places where it is not
usually seen, including the
USA. In California, 1,135
cases have been confirmed
as of August 2.
State monkeypox data
provided by local health
jurisdictions, updated as
of August 2, did not list
any monkeypox cases
in Mendocino, Lake or
Humboldt counties, but
does list 10 cases in
Sonoma County.
The
California
Department of Public Health
currently reports the risk
from monkeypox to the
general population as very
low.
However, we do want to
identify any case early and
begin control with home
isolation. Monkeypox might
start with symptoms like the
flu, with fever, low energy,
swollen lymph nodes, and
general body aches. Within
1 to 3 days (sometimes
longer) after the appearance
of fever, the person can
develop a rash or sores.
For more information,
including
photos
of
monkeypox sores, visit the
California Department of
Public Health monkeypox
page at www.cdph.ca.gov/
Programs/CID/DCDC/
Pages/monkeypox.aspx
This page has info on
monkeypox symptoms, how
the virus spreads, who is at
risk, vaccines that can help
protect against monkeypox
when given before or shortly
after an exposure, and
more; as well as state case
data.
If you have a new or an
unexplained rash or other
symptoms, seek medical
care for further testing and
evaluation. Wear a mask
and tell your healthcare
provider of your current
symptoms for possible
monkeypox or visit a local
health clinic

At far left: The golf
teams listen intently
to tournament
organizer Jeff
Yokum’s talk prior to
heading out to the
course. Above, left:
Andrew Hosford,
Mike Mc Rae, Jason
Korte, and Jeff
Yokum didn’t place
in the top three but
had a great time.
Above, right: The
Willits High School
girls golf team
participates in the
tournament. At left:
Co-auctioneer Tom
Allman proposes a
toast to John Cross.

Festival in the
Redwoods

Photos by
Mathew Caine

Rotary fundraiser a success with golf,
beer-and-wine tasting, live music,
and an auction, while netting $10,000
for scholarship program and Senior Center
If John Cross could have seen the joyous spectacle that was the Willits Rotary Festival in
the Redwoods, it would have filled him with elation and a sense of an idea come to fruition.
The festival that Cross dreamed up was both fun for all the attendees and vendors, and
surprisingly profitable for a first-year event.
Cross, who joined Rotary in 2004, was ever-instrumental in any
community
projects for which the Rotary Club is known. He would
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com pitch in tirelessly, pencil and paper in hand, to augment and improve
any situation of which he was a participant.
“About five years ago, John starting thinking and voiced his opinion that a beer-andwine tasting in the redwoods would be a great event for Rotary,” stated a sign at the event.
“Out came his pencil. Three years ago it was in the planning stage and then COVID.
“This year we knew we had to do this event for John,” the sign went on to say. “With
John at our helm, we started planning in April with a large, full-color plan of Brooktrails
Golf ninth fairway. Then the saddest day came, May 24, and John passed away without
seeing his dream to the end. The committee carried on, knowing John’s vision, and here
we are today.”
The day began with a 9 am tee-off for the golf tournament portion of the festivities.
Rotarian Jeff Yokum was able to gather 16 teams, 64 golfers to play the remaining eight
holes, which they played twice.
There were prizes for “closest to the hole” tee shots, holes-in-one (won by Bob Blum
who was first to do so, although he was soon followed by Jason Korte), and the best three
teams. First place went to the team led by Scott Herman, second place to Tim King’s
team, and third to John Keleher’s team.
Although, all the players were winners in this shotgun-start tournament where all the
teams began at the same time on different holes, eight on each hole. Their sense of fun
couldn’t be measured in medals and awards.
While the golfers were still on the course, the festival was getting set up and started
on the ninth fairway, with tables set up for the generous sponsors, many of whom were
swinging their clubs on the rest of the course. Along the east and north sides of the festival,
vendors set up to dispense food and drink, which were purchased with tickets obtained
at the entrance. At 11 am, Ed Reinhardt’s band began to play, setting the tone of the
afternoon’s festivities.
Although the event began with the idea to present a wine and beer tasting, food bites
were soon added, with vendors donating their services, including Adam Celaya’s amazing
crab cakes, freshly sautéed at the table, Smokin’ G’s & Big D’s BBQ providing their
pulled-pork treats, and Kemmy’s Pies
with lemon bars, pie bites, and ginger Read the rest of
Over on page 10
cookies.
Mathew Caine

Above, left: Coauctioneer Rachel
Britten entertains
the bidders and
deftly drives up
the bids. Above,
right: Adam
Celaya’s crab
cakes are a hit
with the festivalgoers. At left:
Scott Herman’s
first-place golf
team show off
their plaques.
Below: Once the
golfing was over,
the chairs and
tables begin to
fill up.

Golf

The new COVID vaccine

WITHOUT RNA

Volume 10, Number 463

HAS ARRIVED
to Baechtel Creek Medical Clinic

CALL TODAY TO GET YOUR VACCINE APPOINTMENT:
7074596861 | 1245 S MAIN ST, WILLITS, CA 95490
New to USA but widely used elsewhere | Available for those 18 and older
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Puzzle Page
Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

July 24 to July 30
By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

HOW TO

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 107 incidents in this
7 day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests
July 24

2:55 pm: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 1700 block of South
Main Street and issued a warning.
3:22 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
Creekside Court.
8:22 pm: RUSSO, Joseph Dominick
(41) of New Port Richey, Florida and
SORBERA, Frank Michael (42) of Willits
were contacted in the 200 block of East San
Francisco Avenue. Russo was arrested
pursuant to 11350 H&S (Possession of a
Controlled Substance), on felony charges
of possession of a controlled substance
for sale, transportation of a controlled
substance, false impersonation, and
criminal conspiracy, and on misdemeanor
charges of driving with a suspended
license. Sorbera was arrested pursuant to
11350 H&S (Possession of a Controlled
Substance), on felony charges of
possession of a controlled substance
for sale, transportation of a controlled
substance, and criminal conspiracy.

July 25

AGRICULTURE
BALLOONS
BANNER
BOOTH
BUMPER CARS
CHICKENS
CHILDREN
COTTON CANDY

ENTERTAIN
ENTRANCE
FAIRGROUNDS
FERRIS WHEEL
FESTIVAL
FIELDS
FUNNEL CAKE
GATHERING

LAUGHTER
LEMONADE
LIVESTOCK
POPCORN
RIDES
SNACKS
SUMMER
TICKETS

3:17 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.
4:29 pm: ESTES, Ashleigh Anne (37) of
Seattle, Washington was contacted in the
1500 block of South Main Street following
a report of trespassing. She was arrested
pursuant to 602 PC (Trespassing) and on
misdemeanor charges of possession of a
controlled substance.
5:15 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 400 block of
East Valley Street.

July 26

9:07 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1400 block of
Baechtel Road.

July 27

4:22 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1500 block of South
Main Street.

The rest of

Updates

1. Female parent
5. NY city
10. Israeli diplomat Abba
14. Surrounded by
15. Car part
16. Simple aquatic plant
17. Tough skin of fruit
18. Finnish lake
19. Composition
20. Very willing
22. One and only
23. Cluster cups
24. Famed Hollywood director
27. Score perfectly
30. Important lawyers
31. Undivided
32. Part of the foot
35. Spun by spiders
37. Married woman
38. Reagan’s Secretary
of State
39. Instruments
40. The A-Team drove one
41. Short-tailed marten
42. Oil organization
43. Predecessor to the EU
44. ‘Hotel California’ rockers
45. Color at the end
of the spectrum
46. Actress Ryan
47. Digital audiotape
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48. Expression of
creative skill
49. Scientific instrument
52. Dog-__: marked for later
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Fencing sword
60. Turkish title
61. Wise individuals
63. Cold wind
64. Popular type of shoe
65. The territory occupied
by a nation
66. Tattle
67. Chop up
68. Actress Zellweger
69. Romanian city

CLUES DOWN

1. Female of a horse
2. Bowfin
3. Chinese dynasty
4. Small venomous snake
5. Global news agency
6. Common fractions
7. American state
8. Tired
9. Boxing’s GOAT
10. Made less severe
11. A group of countries
in special alliance
12. God of fire (Hindu)
13. Northeast Indian
ethnic group
21. Anchor ropes

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

23. They __
25. Apprehend
26. Autonomic
nervous system
27. A theatrical performer
28. 2-door car
29. Partner to flowed
32. Pair of small hand drums
33 Former Houston footballer
34. Discharge
36. Former women’s branch
of the military
37. Partner to cheese
38. Witch
40. Live in a dull way
41. Satisfies
43. Snakelike fish
44. Consume
46. Type of student
47. Erase
49. Instruct
50. Girl’s given name
51. Spiritual leader of
a Jewish congregation
52. Every one of two or
more things
53. Indian city
54. Greek letters
57. Weapon
58. Geological times
59. Cycle in physics
61. Soviet Socialist Republic
62. Witness

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

General Manager Tamara Alaniz
updated the board on three specific items.
She said: “I’m going to be working with the
Recreation Committee regarding the Parks
Grant, the per capita grant that has been
offered to the district. I will work with the
committee to get all of our submittals and
information turned in to, hopefully, receive
the grant [approximately $170,000] to
rehabilitate the Par Course. There will be
more to come on that.”
Continuing, General Manager Alaniz
shared that the Brooktrails Fire Department
had gotten the wildland engine vehicle from
the Hopland Fire Department for a cost of
$35,000, and it has been a very helpful
addition for the fire department to utilize.
Lastly, she said: “We have been awaiting
the beginning of the implementation of the
Low Income Household Water Assistance
Program, and that is underway. We’ve
had eligible customers already apply, and
we received notice today that we will see
some of those payments coming our way.
We will be watching and tracking those in
accordance with the program guidelines –
and we have information available for our
customers on the program eligibility.”
The board then voted unanimously to
approve the Consent Calendar items: First,
the Accounts Payable in the amount of
$100,265.09.
Then, “Consideration of Notice of
Exemption for the Clarifier 2 Project.”
This item, as explained in the board
agenda packet, is to adopt California

Above, from left: The Little Lake Grange is filled with kids
celebrating the end of their Plan Vacacional (Summer Program).
The children learned several traditional dances to perform at the
Clausura festivities. Teacher Karina talks to her students during
their ice cream break. At left: The Latino dancers are very colorful
in their traditional costumes. Below: Juan shows off his artwork
to his family. At bottom: This young student prepares her art for
her parents to see.

July 28

1:41 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 1700 block
of South Main Street and issued a warning.
4:37 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 1300 block of
South Main Street.

July 29

7:01 am: GOWER, Jason Andrew (31) of
Eureka was contacted in the 300 block of
East Commercial Street. He was arrested
pursuant to 11377 H&S (Possession
of Methamphetamine), 11364 H&S
(Possession of Drug Paraphernalia), 4060
BP (Possession of Medication without a
Prescription), and 1203.2 PC (Violation of
Probation).
1:15 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
10:03 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of Mill
Creek Court.
11:07 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 200 block of Margie
Drive.

July 30

10:16 pm: NIELSON, Abe (62) of
Laytonville was contacted near the
intersection of South Main Street and
East Valley Street following a disturbance.
He was arrested pursuant to 647 (F) PC
(Public Intoxication) and on misdemeanor
charges of disorderly conduct (alcohol).
11:22 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.

From page 1

Supervisor Haschak who reported that the
board of supervisors have continued to
support our fire agencies here in Mendocino
County; in this case by placing the 1/4 cent
sales tax on the ballot for the fire districts
for fire uses. I want to thank the supervisors
for moving this forward for the November
ballot. It’s been a lot of work to get there,
and we are there!”

CLUES ACROSS

5:05 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of State
Street.
5:22 pm: Officers initiated a burglary
investigation in the 100 block of Holly
Street.
10:48 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East San Francisco Avenue.
11:11 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 800 block of Railroad
Avenue.
11:23 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 21000 block of Baechtel
Road.

Environmental Quality Act findings for the
Clarifier 2 Project. The Clarifier 2 Project
is the installation of a second clarifier
tank on a concrete pad at the existing
water treatment plant. It will be located on
the same parcel as the plant and will be
located next to the existing clarifier and the
treatment media vessels.
For over 25 years the Brooktrails board
and staff have discussed the need for a
second clarifier at the water treatment
plant. In 2021, increased sediment loads
negatively impacted the operations of the
45-year-old primary clarifier in the water
treatment system when the motor and
rake arm failed. Taking the only clarifier
offline for repairs during the drought was
a risk that could not be avoided, and the
hard work of the Utilities Department staff
prevented a major water loss of water
service to customers.
Building a second clarifier in the same
way as the primary clarifier was costprohibitive, so staff sought out new package
plant technologies that could allow the
primary clarifier to be taken offline for an
extended period of time for maintenance
and repairs.

Bridging Cultures
Nuestra Alianza de Willits celebrates the end of their summer
program with performances in the park and a prom night
For Hispanic families living in the U.S., achieving a
balance between assimilating into the surrounding culture
and retaining that which makes
Mathew Caine their own culture a rich and colorful
Features Writer
connection to the past can be a
mathew@willitsweekly.com
difficult task. Nuestra Alianza de
Willits is dedicated to creating that bridge between cultures.
“I think we like to keep to ourselves within our own
culture,” explained Jackie Elidio, an employee of Nuestra
Alianza de Willits. “We don’t have a lot in common with
non-Latino people. We are what we grew up with and we
tend to stay in our comfort zone. It’s not because of any
animosity towards the non-Latino community.”
Many of the children of Latino parents, although growing
up in a Spanish-speaking environment, have lost the ability
to understand the language and thus have lost much of
their ethnicity that binds them to family and culture. The
Nuestra Alianza Plan Vacacional (Summer Program),
which has 82 children attending this year, attempts to
rebuild those bridges and to imbue the kids with a healthy
sense of their past and of their language.
Almost all of their lessons are taught in Spanish. They
learn crafts and art from Mexican profesoras (teachers).
Some, like Maestro Victor, who lives in Michoacán,
Mexico, travel to Willits as volunteers to bring the culture
and language to the youths.
During the month of July, the children had Noche de
Cine (Movie Night), which this year was the film “Encanto.”
They had a camping night (although none of the kids opted
to stay the night as their families wanted them home). They
had a Baile de Gala (Prom Night) in which they danced, ate
sweets, staged mock weddings and quinceañeras. They
ended the program with a colorful evening of traditional
dance, which they called Clausura, at Recreation Grove
Park.
“The kids really enjoyed the art projects,” said Karina, a
profesora who is studying nursing. “They came back every
day ready to do more. We based the projects on Mexican
culture, so we did Mexican mirrors, mystical animals
(alebrijes), very vibrant with a lot of designs and textures.
“We also do something called girasoles, from
Michoacán,” said Karina, “which is a design they do on
the floor using dyed food items. In Mexico, after they do

Read the rest of

Alianza

Over on page 8

The Class 11 (Accessory Structures)
categorical exemption applies because the
project consists of construction of a minor
structure appurtenant to existing water
treatment facilities. The minor structure is a
tank within the property lines of an existing
treatment plant that will improve processing
quality and not capacity. The Class 3
(New Construction of Small Structures)
categorical exemption applies because the
project will construct a small structure at
existing treatment facilities – a tank on a
concrete pad.

Below, from left: Some kids can’t help being cute while taking
their popsicle break during parent night at Baechtel Grove Middle
School. Teacher assistants Lizandra and Alondra, and Maestro
Victor dance at the concert. Young ones participate in the “Danza
de los Viejitos” (Dance of the Elders).

®

The board moved and voted to approve a
Class 11 and Class 3 categorical exemption
from CEQA and directed the general
manager to file the Clarifier 2 Project Notice
of Exemption with Mendocino County.
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At top: The parents come inside Baechtel Grove Middle School to
see their kids’ artwork. Above: The little ones perform “El Baile de
la Iguana de Guerrery y El Son de la Morisqueta.”

Photos by Mathew Caine

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

Willits Weekly
Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

the artwork, the families take them home and can actually
cook with them. We glued and dyed the materials, but in
Mexico, they usually just place them on the floor and the
families get to take them home for food.”
“They’ve learned a lot of dances,” explained Dina
Hutton, president of Alianza’s board of directors and one
of the founding members. “They’ve learned a lot of songs.
They’ve learned a lot about their Mexican culture.
“Many of them don’t have as much knowledge about
their culture as they should,” said Hutton. “Many of the kids
only speak English at home and the parents call up after
they start speaking Spanish, which pleases the parents
greatly. It’s a tradition that the third kid stops speaking
Spanish. You can see the kids’ self-esteem go up when
they learn to speak Spanish. They are happy about that
connection to their past heritage.”
In addition to the summer program, Nuestra Alianza
de Willits provides mental health counseling, after-school
programs, referrals for social services, immigration
assistance and referrals, English as a Second Language
classes, parenting classes, free tax preparation (available
to the general public as well), health education, CalFresheligibility counseling, books for children, math tutoring,
office machines for public use, and much more.
Parents and children who have gone through the
summer program love the connection to their heritage, the
activities, and language.
“I love this program,” said Jackie Lopez. “All my kids
went through this program, four of them. This is my last
year with this program. Once they go into eighth grade,
it’s their last year. They learn about their culture and it gets
them out of the house during the summer. They get to
learn new dances and do activities.”
Amanda, one of the volunteers who teach, went through
the program herself, and shared: “Being in the program
was about learning about my culture, the past, the flag, the
dances, all those things. I had an idea about those things
but I learned more. It was important to learn because it’s
part of our roots.”

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business
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Redwood Empire Fair
August 4-7, 2022

‘A Musical Afternoon’
to benefit WCA, August 7
Submitted by Willits Center for the Arts
Please join us in welcoming Jenny Watts and Abigail Summers for an afternoon of music
at the Willits Art Center.
The date is Sunday, August 7.at 2 pm, and this will be a fundraiser for our art center. Tickets
are $20 per person and will be available at the door or at willitscenterforthearts.org.
Both Jenny and Abigail are former residents of Willits.
Jenny Watts and
her husband, Dave,
came to Willits in 1981,
owning and operating
Sanhedrin Nursery for
37 years. Jenny taught
piano for over 30 years
and accompanied Allen
Garcia and Ann Post
in concerts throughout
the county. She played
piano in the musicals of
“Grease,” “Oliver,” and
“Gypsy.”

Open

Thu & Fri:
3 pm
Sat & Sun:
Noon

NIGHTLY MOTORIZED
SPORTS ACTION
• THURS 6 PM: Side by Sides, Quads, Motorcycles
and Monster Trucks
• FRI 6 PM: Mudd Boggs
and Monster Trucks
• SAT 6 PM: Truck &
Tractor Pulls
• SUN 6PM: Boat Races,
Junior Mudd Boggs,
and Jalopies

Exciting Fair
Attractions
• A Walk on the Wild
Side Exotic Animal
Exhibit
• Dinosaur Discovery
• Nightly Entertainment
on Willow Tree Stage

JUNIOR
LIVESTOCK
AUCTION
Saturday, August 6, 2022
at 10 a.m.
Racine Pavillion

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Willow Tree Stage

Pizza Party

Abigail Summers was
born in England and
learned the cello at an
early age. She moved
to California in 1988
and lived off the grid on
a mountain southwest
of Willits with her former
husband, Marco Donner, Musicians Abigail Summers, left, and Jenny Watts, play a benefit concert
where they raised their for the Art Center on Sunday.
Photo by Dave Watts
family. It was during this
time that Abigail and Jenny began to play together. Abigail has played with the Symphony
of the Redwoods, the Santa Rosa Symphony, and the Mendocino Music Festival Orchestra.
She teaches cello and piano from her studio in Sebastopol.
Jenny and Abigail have played together in many fundraisers, and we look forward to having
them in Willits again for the Willits Art Center, 71 East Commercial Street (next to the Noyo
Theatre).

Photos by Margi Gomez Guhde

See you there on August 7 at 2 pm! For more information visit, www.willitscenterforthearts.
org
Congrats

46th
Anniversary,
Doug
and Glenda
Brown
August 6, 2022 will
be our 46th year of
marriage! Glenda Brown
has been a wonderful
woman, wife, mother
and grandmother, and
most of all a great friend!
– Doug Brown

Round Valley Blackberry
Festival coming up
After a two-year absence, the Round Valley Blackberry
Festival is back! The 39th annual Blackberry Festival is set
for Saturday, August 20, from 10 am to 6 pm, and Sunday,
August 21, from 10 am to 5 pm, at the festival grounds in
downtown Covelo. Admission is free.
Fun for the whole family, this event includes arts & crafts
booths, Mendocino County wine tasting, kids’ activities,
food and blackberry delicacies, and live music both days.
On Sunday a car and motorcycle show will take place. No
pets allowed.
This not-for-profit event is sponsored by the
Friends of the Round Valley Public Library. Visit www.
roundvalleyblackberryfestival.com to learn more, to
donate to the festival’s GoFundMe campaign, or watch
“The Blackberry Anthem” video. Visit the “Round Valley
Blackberry Festival” page on Facebook to keep up with the
latest announcements.

Above, from left: The
Adara brick oven will
be in full fire for the
upcoming Senior Center
Pizza Party fundraiser
on Sunday, August 14.
Reza Ghannadan works
at pizza production in the
wood-fired brick oven
named “Adara.” Reza
and Deb Ghannadan with
their trademark smiles
as they get ready to
bag the daily breads. At
left: Melissa Wiley is the
cheerful in-town driver
for the Senior Center’s
Meals on Wheels
program. Below: Reza
Ghannadan, sporting his
rainbow apron, offers
a choice of ingredients
at a recent “customer
appreciation” pizza party
held at the Ghannadans’
house.

WCA presents
‘Olympian Influence, the Greek
Deities in Art’

In addition to keeping an intense schedule
of baking, supplying an astounding range of
sourdough breads to area farmers markets
and grocery stores, Deb and Reza have
hosted a number of successful fundraising
events in Willits.
“We’ve had some great dinner parties,
raising money for several local organizations
including Community Crossroads; NCO;
the Caring Kitchen project, Daily Bread; the
Willits Harrah Senior Center, and more.”
Deb says.

Submitted by WCA
The popular speaker Jennifer Rycenga of San Jose
University, who has lectured across the country speaking
on a variety of subjects, will be in Willits on Friday, August
12. She will be presenting, “Olympian Influence, the Greek
Deities in Art,” at 6:30 pm at the Willits Center for the Arts.
This is a free event.

Meals on Wheels is an essential homedelivery food service which delivers meals
to seniors with limited mobility. The current
truck has high mileage and issues with
both the heating and cooling compartments
on the truck. The cost of a new truck is
about $50,000, and time is of the essence
in order to avoid a disruption in services for
the seniors who rely on it to deliver their
lunches.

Rycenga is a professor of Comparative Religious Studies
in the Humanities Department at San Jose State University.
She is finishing a comprehensive cultural biography of white
abolitionist educator Prudence Crandall (1803-1890). Her coedited book (with Linda Barufaldi), “The Mary Daly Reader,”
was published by New York University Press in 2017, featuring
the writings of this famed radical lesbian-feminist philosopher.
Previously Rycenga has co-edited two books: “Frontline
Feminisms: Women, War, and Resistance” (Garland 2000,
Routledge 2001), with Marguerite Waller; and “Queering the
Popular Pitch” (Routledge 2006), with Sheila Whiteley.

Meals on Wheels also provides important
social interaction for seniors who live alone,
allowing them to live independently. Drivers
can also observe changes in behavior or
abilities, allowing the Senior Center to
provide additional support if needed.

Her areas of interest include abolition history; women’s
religious history; feminist theories of music; and theoretical
issues concerning philosophies of immanence and
panentheism. As a professor, she has taught in the highly
regarded and globally comprehensive Humanities Honors
Program at San Jose State University.

Reza and Deb’s benefit is set for Sunday,
August 14 from 3 to 6 pm. Reza’s delicious
wood-fired pizzas, chicken wings, and
side salads and desserts will be served,
along with an open bar with beer, wine and
sodas. A silent auction will be held, and the
Farmers Market Band will play under the
redwoods in the shade of the Ghannadans’
lovely backyard on Sequoia Boulevard.
Due to limited parking, there will be a free
shuttle from Redwood Avenue to the party.

When not teaching or writing, Rycenga is birdwatching
and searching for lichens. She serves as president of the
Sequoia Audubon Society in San Mateo County, promoting
citizen-science initiatives Bio-Blitzes, iNaturalist, and eBird.
She lives in San Mateo with her wife and birding companion,
Peggy Macres, and their two indoor cats, Ipo and Lyssa
(Greek goddess known as “the Bringer of Chaos”).
The presentation will take place Friday, August 12, at 6:30
pm at the Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial
Street. For more information call 707-459-1726.

“Reza and I were both raised in families
that were active in providing food to our
less fortunate neighbors,” said Deb, “and
we share a commitment to help make our
community a better place. The needs of
the seniors here in Willits touch us deeply.”
Reza has also served on the board of
directors at Willits Harrah Senior Center.
The Reza’s Breadery couple met back in

the ’90s when Deb was a buyer / planner
analyst in the semiconductor world and
Reza worked as a software engineer and
field-service specialist for Cardinal Health
in Santa Clara.
“Reza and I met when I placed an office
equipment service call to his company,”
Deb remembered. Reza answered the call,
and Deb recalled that she could sense the
smile in his voice. “We arranged to have
lunch the very next day, and we have been
pretty much together since!”
Searching for greener pastures in
Northern California, the couple spent five
years living in Ukiah, eventually finding
their “dream home” in Willits in 2017. Deb
said that the idea of Reza’s Breadery grew
slowly but surely over the next few years.
“We really started Reza’s Breadery during
the pandemic!” says Deb. “Reza had been
a baker for over 20 years,” she added, “and
we thought his artisan sourdough might
sell. His bread became our bread and has
sustained us since early 2020!”
Their sourdough ferments for 12 to
22 hours from a “starter mother.” Reza’s
sourdough mother is a 29-year-old starter
named “Ava.” Ava descends from a family
of starters listed in the Puratos Sourdough
Library in Belgium, the only one in the
world.
Ava is ranked number 43 out of 2,500
starters and was chosen to represent San
Francisco.
“We nourish Ava daily with flour and
water to keep her robust!” Deb said with a
smile. “We nourish her, and she nourishes
us!”
Reza’s pizza crust is made with the
Ava sourdough starter, and cooked in his
beautiful wood-fired oven named “Adara,”
which translates to “coming from fire” in
his native Persian. He says that the oven
initially fires up to 1,200 degrees.
“Once the temperature is brought down
again, a pizza will cook in 90 seconds,”
Reza explained. “This wood fire infuses a
smoky taste into the pizza. We will have 50
dough balls ready and waiting to become
pizza crust on the day of the fundraiser!”
The Ghannadans’ passion for making
bread and serving their community is a
labor of love, deliciously evident in the final
result. Enjoy a fabulous dinner and help
them strengthen the Willits community by
funding a new Meals on Wheels truck for
Willits seniors.
Tickets are $40 each and can be
purchased at https://willitsseniorspizza.
ticketleap.com. Donations to go toward
a new Meals on Wheels truck are also
accepted at the Harrah Senior Center at
1501 Baechtel Road. Call Deb Holcomb at
the Senior Center with inquiries at 707-4596826.

Sourdough
proofing
bowls, called
“bannetons,”
account
for the
distinctive
shape of
the Reza’s
Breadery
loaves.

Fair Admission

Adults: $9
Children (6-12 yrs): $7
Children (5 yrs & under): FREE
Seniors: (65 yrs & over) $7
Parking: $10

Carnival

Next Week: WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING

RedwoodEmpireFair.com
Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

BULLET TRAIN
TRANSCENDENCE

Noyo Theatre Movie Times for Aug 5th thru 11th, 2022

• All-day wristbands: $35
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Never underestimate the power of a
closely held passion, coupled with a lot
of focus and
Margi Gomez Guhde hard
work.
Features Writer
Reza
and
Deb
margie@willitsweekly.com
Ghannadan of
Reza’s Breadery in Willits have developed
such a passion, baking and sharing what
is arguably the best artisan bread in
Mendocino County.

The COVID pandemic has meant
fewer fundraising events for community
organizations over the last couple of years,
so the Ghannadans are hosting a pizza
party on Sunday, August 16 to raise funds
for a much-needed new Meals on Wheels
truck at the Senior Center.

• THU 6PM & 9PM: Karaoke with DJ Ken Steely
• FRI 5PM: Ukiah Idols Finals “Little Idol & Junior
Idol”
• FRI 6PM & 9PM: Fake News
• SAT 6PM & 9PM: Warehouse 21
• SUN 4:30 PM: Ukiah Idols Finals “Grand Finals”
• SUN 7PM: Banda Pacifica

•
•
•
•
•

Reza’s Breadery to host August 14 benefit for a
new Meals on Wheels truck for the Senior Center

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

(PG 13) 2 hrs

BULLET TRAIN
(R) 2 hrs 6 mins
Fri-Thurs: 2:00, 5:00 & 8:00pm

57 East Commercial Street - Willits

DC LEAGUE OF SUPER PETS
(PG) 1 hr 46 mins
Fri-Thurs: 2:30, 5:00 & 7:30pm

NEXT
VIDEO GAMES
ONWEEK:
THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

NOPE
(R) 2 hrs 11 mins
Fri-Thurs: 2:15, 5:15 & 8:15pm
Over 21 Club/ Luxury Recliners
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707-459-NOYO (6696)
www.noyotheatre.com

WHERE THE

Friday
4/25 Grand Budapest
Hotel
CRAWDADS
SING
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(G) 1hr 45mins

(R) 2 hrs 6 mins
Fri.-Thurs:
2:00, 5:00
& 8:00pm
Movie
Times
for August
5 thru
August 11
Movie
Times
for 4/18
- 4/24

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

DC RIO2
LEAGUE
OF SUPER
PETS
(PG) 1 hr 46 mins
Fri.-Thurs:
2:30. 5:00,
& 7:30pm

CAPT.
AMERICA:
NOPE
Winter Soldier

13) 11
2hr mins
16mins
(R)(PG
2 hrs
Fri.-Thurs:
2:15, 5:15
& 8:15pm
Over 21 Club/
Luxury Recliners

Masks
Optional
This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All
tickets:
$5

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Photo by
Mathew
Caine

LEGAL NOTICES
WW392

Fictitious Business Name
Statement

2022-F0350
The following person is doing
business as Tooth Gems By Tati,
201 School Street, Apt. K, Willits
CA 95490.
Registered owner: Tatiyana
Renee Viale, 201 School Street,
Apt. K, Willits CA 95490.
This business is conducted by an
individual.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on July 13, 2022.
FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder
on July 11, 2022.
/s/ Tatiyana Renee Viale
Publication dates:
July 28, August 4, 11, 18, 2022

Willits Weekly
can run your legal
notices including
fictitious business
name statements,
foreclosure
notices, storage
unit auctions, and
more. Contact
us for more
information at
willitsweekly@
gmail.com

A grand gala celebration will
be held for Willits Community
Theatre on Sunday, August 14
Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490
Where love is first
and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:
10:00 a.m. - Worship
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church
803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
707-303-5456
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Burton Jernigan
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

The Church of
Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490
ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom

i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

Grace Community
Church
Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Modified Worship Service
10 a.m.
Other ministries suspended
for now.
For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

By Steve Hellman, for WCT
A special gala celebration for Willits Community Theatre will be held
on Sunday, August 14 in conjunction with its production of Tom Dulak’s
romantic mobster comedy “Breaking Legs.” Gala tickets are $40 and
include a Sunday matinee show followed by dinner, drinks, and jazz
entertainment at the Plaza, located at 99 South Main Street. Gala
highlights will also include actor and costume specialist Kathy Vellis
receiving a WCT Lifetime Achievement Award.
“Breaking Legs” runs August 12 through 28 at the WCT playhouse, and
features a romance and zany mafiosi antics set in an Italian restaurant.
Authentic set elements for the show are being provided by Mario and
Kristen Scaturro, who operated the popular Mario’s Ristorante Italiano in
Redwood Valley for 35 years until its closing in June 2021.
Show Producer Jeff Shipp says the gala, titled “A Night at Mario’s,”
serves as a fundraiser for the theater and a love letter to the Scaturros
for the decades of dining enjoyment they brought to Mendocino County.
The couple provided the furniture, art pieces, and all the trimmings for the
authentic “Breaking Legs” set. The Scaturros will be on hand at the gala
festivities.
Attendees can expect a genuine Italian dinner with options for vegetarian and gluten-free diners, beer and wine,
and live jazz from local legend Paula Samonte. A 50 / 50 raffle with prizes will be included. The gala also showcases
the honorary award to Vellis who has acted in numerous WCT hit productions over many years and served as the
designer and maker of distinctive costumes.
The action in “Breaking Legs” centers on a New York restaurant owned by mobster Lou Graciano and managed
by his beautiful daughter, Angie. When Angie’s former college professor arrives to ask for financial backing for a
play he’s written, the boss and his mafiosi pals are intrigued. It’s about a murder. Angie becomes enamored of the
playwright. The fun really takes off when the professor comes to realize his backers are the real deal – authentic,
murderous gangsters.
Directed by Rod Grainger, the show stars Daniel Brewer, Lindsay O’Neill, Aris Vellis, Cortlandt Wilson, Pat Nunes,
and Jeff Shipp.
Tickets for all regular shows are $15 for Thursday and Sunday, $20 for Friday and Saturday. WCT tickets are
available online at: www.wctperformingartscenter.org. Vaccinations against COVID and the wearing of facial
coverings are recommended at the theater, but not required.

Invites applications for:

At top, left: Kathy Vellis is to receive
a Lifetime Achievement Award for her
many years in WCT hit productions
and serving as the designer and
maker of distinctive costumes.
At top, right: The full cast of
“Breaking Legs” gathers for a photo:
from left, back row, Lindsay O’Neill,
Aris Vellis, Daniel Brewer, Director
Rod Grainger, Pat Nunes; front row,
Sophia Loren in “Boy on A Dolphin,”
Cortlandt Wilson and Jeff Shipp.
Above: Mario Scaturro, former owner
and operator of Mario’s Restaurante
Italiano in Redwood Valley, will be
honored during the Gala festivities.
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St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

COUGAR’S CLOSET II
MINI-STORAGE

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Confessions by appointment:
459-2252
Sunday Mass inside:
9:00 a.m. English
10:30 a.m. Spanish
Saturday Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Covid guidelines apply.
We welcome All Walks of Faith

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

12TH Month FREE!

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177
Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom
Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

707-259-0159 or 707-459-4599
Lincoln Realty
1661-A South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490

St. John
Lutheran Church

Nuestra Alianza de Willits
will be the subject of an
upcoming exhibit in the Long
Gallery of the Mendocino
County Museum, opening
in early October and running
through January.
The organization is open
Monday through Friday, noon
to 5 pm, and by appointment
on weekends. They are
situated in room number 1
at the Little Lake Grange,
located at 291 School
Street. To learn more, call
707-456-9418, visit their
Facebook page, or https://
nuestraalianzadewillits.org.

Building Maintenance Mechanic II
Chief Planner
Deputy County Counsel II/III/IIV
Deputy District Attorney I/II/III
Deputy Probation Officer I/II
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Geographic Information Systems
Technician
Inmate Services Coordinator
Juvenile Corrections Officer
Juvenile Corrections Officer Extra-Help
Legal Secretary I/II
Librarian I
Public Safety Dispatcher
Revenue Recovery Specialist
Senior Program Manager – Nursing
Senior Public Health Nurse
Senior Revenue Recovery Specialist
Staff Assistant I/II/III
Supervising Public Health Nurse
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/
mendocinoca

EOE

Sparetime Supply

will be hosting a private event for our
wholesale customers
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10th through
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13th at the
RECREATION GROVE PARK

THIS EVENT IS CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
and entry to the park will not be
permitted without prior authorization
We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause

Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship
Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
399 W. Mendocino Ave.

All are welcome!

Willits United Methodist

Ofﬁce: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786
Online:

www.basrooﬁng.com
Ca. Lic. #927007

basrooﬁng@live.com

A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 10:45 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com
If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com
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Email:

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

W.C. & G.L. insured

Is a food assistance program.
You can be on Social Security,
have money in the bank,
own cars and still receive
CalFresh beneﬁts.
Call the Senior Center
to schedule an appointment
to see if you qualify.
707-459-6826

300 E. Commercial Street, Willits, CA 95490
www.sparetimesupply.com

The rest of
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From page 1

Williams closed his gate and rode back to his residence
on his ATV. Deputies were able to observe Williams as he
began arming himself with several firearms.
Deputies began evacuating the other residents from the
property for their safety due to these new developments.
Deputies then called for additional Sheriff’s Office
personnel to respond to their location due to Williams’
hostile attitude and his arming himself with firearms to
include a scoped high-powered rifle and handguns.
This resource request included a negotiator, Sheriff
Matthew Kendall, who Williams had personally requested
at some point during the initial contact with deputies.
Deputies monitored Williams from a distance while
awaiting the additional Sheriff’s Office resources to include
Sheriff Kendall for the purpose of de-escalation efforts.
Deputies observed Williams collecting various items to
include firearms, ammunition, and alcohol. He then placed
these items on his ATV.
Upon the arrival of additional deputies, Williams became
even more verbally hostile towards the Sheriff’s Office
personnel on scene.
After approximately 10 minutes of Williams yelling at the
Sheriff’s Office personnel on scene, he left his residence
on his ATV and disappeared out into his 7,700 acre ranch.
At this time Sheriff’s Office personnel maintained their
positions from a distance and did not advance or chase
after Williams.
This was decided as a form of de-escalation efforts while
the personnel awaited the arrival of Sheriff Kendall for the
purposes of possible peaceful verbal negotiations with
Williams.
A short time later, Williams was spotted low crawling
through a creek bed in an attempt to flank the Sheriff’s
Office personnel on scene.
Once he was spotted, Williams stood up, and it was
determined he was armed with three handguns and a
scoped high-powered rifle.
Williams took up a position of cover behind a piece of
heavy machinery and began pointing his rifle towards the
direction of the Sheriff’s Office personnel in what appeared
to be an effort to acquire a target.
Williams was verbally commanded to drop his rifle
several times before he finally complied and placed the
rifle down and put his hands up in an apparent gesture of
surrender.
Williams was then verbally commanded to come out
of the field and walk towards the deputies’ location with
his hands up. Williams complied at first, but then turned
around and walked away from the deputies.
An MCSO deputy and a sergeant then re-positioned
themselves to intercept Williams as he again appeared to
be trying to flank them.
Williams was contacted by the sergeant and deputy and
given verbal commands to keep his hands up, as he was
still armed with three handguns in his waistband.
Williams complied and walked towards them with his
hands up. Once he reached their position, an attempt to
physically disarm Williams was conducted by the sergeant.
Williams grabbed the sergeant’s hand as he tried to
remove the handguns from Williams’ waistband. Williams
then grabbed one of the handguns from his waistband and
also grabbed the sergeant’s issued firearm.
A struggle for control of the firearms between the MCSO
sergeant and Williams ensued, which resulted in the
sergeant maintaining control of his firearm and Williams’
handgun.
Williams continued to try to gain possession of the
sergeant’s firearm and maintain possession of his own
handgun.
Williams was pinned against a fence during the struggle,
which allowed the other deputy to remove all the handguns
from Williams’ waistband and his right hand.
The other deputies on scene soon thereafter joined the
struggle, and Williams was disarmed. Williams was taken
into custody by being placed into handcuffs.
Charges he was arrested on include: 245(d)(1) PC
[Assault on a Peace Officer with Firearm]; 245 (a)(2) PC
[Assault with a Firearm]; 30305 PC [Prohibited Person In
Possession of a Firearm]; 69 PC [Resisting or Threatening
an Officer]; 148(d) PC (Attempting to Disarm an Officer);
273(a)A PC (Child Endangerment); and 273.6 PC (Violation
of a Restraining Order).
Williams was thereafter medically cleared at a local
hospital and booked into the Mendocino County Jail where
he was to be held in lieu of $500,000 bail.
Subsequently, a search warrant was served at Williams’
residence by Sheriff’s Office detectives and agents with
the Mendocino Major Crimes Task Force.
During the search, other firearms were seized, in
connection with Williams being legally prohibited from
possessing firearms as a result of an active restraining
order.

Computer Help
Need help with your
computer?
PC,
Macintosh, Android and
IOS devices. Repairs,
configuration
and
tutoring: $50/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
uicearbhaill@gmail.com

‘Experience The
Sound of Soul’
Wednesday,
August
17, 6 pm at Willits
Center for the Arts, 71
E. Commercial Street.
Welcome to the worlds
of HU (pronounced
“hue”), an ancient,
universal name for God.
This sacred word can
spiritually uplift people
of any religion, culture,
or walk of life. It is freely
given - a gift beyond
measure. Love is Love.
And you are that. HU
is the Sound of Soul.
Information? Call April,
707-972-2475 or visit
www.TheSoundofSoul.
org.

John Ford Ranch
Beef
John
Ford
Ranch
still has the 50 lb.
Rancher’s Choice Box
for $325.00 and the 25
lb. Hamburger Box for
$150.00. Please contact
Debbie Arkelian @ 4595049.

Massage Therapy
$60/hour
Professional and friendly
male massage therapist.
9 years’ experience
helping others cope
naturally with their
aches
and
pains.
Evening availability. In
home service available.
Conditions apply. Call
707-518-0086.

Room For Rent
Room for Rent. Available
August 1st. Must have
job and references. No
pets. No drugs. $600/
month and $200 deposit.
1-707-354-0287.

Help Wanted
Senior Center has
(2)
Employment
Opportunities: Outreach
Worker, entry level
(32 hours weekly),
and
Transportation
Dispatcher (40 hours
weekly).
Pick
up
applications at 1501
Baechtel Road or email
resumes to wsidirector@
willitsseniorcenter.com

Space for RV’s and
Trailers
$425
per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
Safeway in Willits. Call

House for Rent

Willits Food
Bank Open

House for rent, 6 miles
north on Highway 101.
4 bedrooms, bath and a
half. $1,200 / month plus
$1,200 deposit. 707459-5819.

Indoor Yard
Sale - 8/20
Giant Indoor Yard Sale
– Deep Valley Christian
School, 8555 Uva
Drive, Redwood Valley,
(across from the Broiler).
Saturday, August 20 –
8 am to 4 pm.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Tony (707) 972-4696.
See at http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp

Willits
Community
Services
&
Food
Bank continues to
distribute food, following
COVID-19
safety
provisions, to hungry
families and individuals
in the Willits area, with
an increase in numbers
served. Donations can
be mailed or dropped
off at the front office at
229 East San Francisco
Avenue, Willits CA
95490 – knock or leave
in the locked mailbox in
front. Food distribution
is available at the back
door on Wednesdays
and Fridays from 1 to
4:30 pm. Info: 4593333.

Email us your ad copy on Monday
for Thursday publication!
willitsweekly@gmail.com
California Mentor is seeking caring individuals
to open their heart & home to adults with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
We offer 24 hour support, training
& a competitive stipend
approx. $1,550-$5,000 /month.
To learn more contact Cathy at (707) 324-9099.
Cathy.lawrence@sevitahealth.com
We serve Lake & Mendocino Counties.

Marc Komer

Legal Document Assistant
An Affordable
Non-Attorney Service

(707) 459-2775

245 South Humboldt St., Suite B, Willits
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

Residential & Commercial
Serving areas of
Mendocino, Lake and
Sonoma Counties
Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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At the Shanachie Pub
this weekend

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

‘DC League
of Super-Pets’

Baby Angelica

Quite unexpectedly to all involved: PB the guinea pig
has kryptonite! She disables Superman, and only Krypto
the Super Dog has a chance to save his master. Then,
it seems, a small pack of pet shop animals, including a
squirrel, a pig, a pit bull,
and a nearsighted turtle
get superpowers. They
join forces with Krypto
to save Superman and
the world. Good dog!
Good turtle, squirrel,
pig, etc.!
My Thoughts: In
general, I don’t like dog
movies. Can’t stand
’em. The dog always
dies in the end, and
then I cry pretty much
for days. In this case
as a (heart-breaking)
subplot, the flick raises
the question of loyalty between man and dog. Does
Superman’s love for Lois Lane threaten Krypto’s status as
Superman’s best friend?
So, along with the laughs, we have the soap opera drama
of Krypto being replaced and abandoned and not taken
out on walks because, well, Lois! “Super-Pets” is a good
cartoon. It’s funny, has clever dialogue, is tidy plot-wise,
and also is not too computer-graphic fancy. And (spoiler) I
was wrong: The dog doesn’t die. And everyone gets licked
on the face.
Parents: The kids will love it, despite Krypto’s fear of
abandonment, because kids love talking animals. And not
to make too big a case of it, but the plot point that Superman
can love more than one person, both Lois and Krypto, is a
gentle narrative solution to sibling rivalry.

party for 12 (offered by Cathie Gernhardt),
a redwood picnic table handcrafted by the
prisoners at Parlin Forks Fire Camp, and
many more.
The volunteer assistance of several
members of the local California
Conservation Corps proved to be
invaluable, as they were attentive to every
need of the organizers, ever-vigilant for
tasks that needed to be done, whether it be
resupplying the booths or moving pop-up
tents.
The sponsors of the Festival in
the Redwoods were Celtic Heritage
Destinations, Willits Mini Storage, Baechtel
Creek Inn, Vocality Credit Union, the
Howard Foundation, Coldwell Banker,
Sparetime Supply, Brooktrails Golf Course,
Summit Signal, Willits Furniture, Brad
Walton, Tom Herman, Mariposa Market,
and Ace Copy. Their support helped toward
the success of the festival.
According to organizer Ann Alumbaugh
of the Willits Rotary, the event netted
over $10,000 for the Senior Center and
scholarships for Willits graduates, and it is
hoped that next year’s event will be even
bigger, more widely attended, and even
more profitable. In the future, Festival in the
Redwoods will have Cross’ name in the title
to honor the man who made it all possible.
Cross would have been proud to see that
his idea was such a success. His presence
was felt by all who knew him.

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Since the beginning of
Las Cha Chas, they have
been dedicated to finding
their own distinctive sound in
the Central Pacific Coast of
Mexico. Now considered one
of the most versatile bands of
the area, they are expanding
by touring the US, Canada,
and South America.

Laid-back Hachi

Their summer tour of 2022 features local bassist Lincoln
Andrews, and they will be performing at the Covelo Cave
on August 4, the Shanachie Pub on August 5, and Princess
Seafood in Fort Bragg on August 6.
Visit www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYgjh7-Xu-c&t=1652s
to watch a July 16 concert in Mexico.

S.R. Laws, Saturdays, August 5 and 28, 8 pm
Originally from California, S.R. Laws cut his teeth as a
songwriter in Austin, Texas. The fertile landscape of the
“Live Music Capital of the World” and a thriving music
scene yielded a bounty of musical and life experiences
like no other. Each passing season allows provisions of
a burgeoning sound to mingle with wry lyrics, energetic
rhythms, and memorable melodies!
It is through uplifting songs and heartfelt-inspiring
performances that S.R.
Laws and the characters
in his songs “break
the ice” with any toetapping crowd. He lives
in Sonoma County now,
and performs all over
California and with his
band The Heartsleeves.
His new release “A.M.
Sessions” is out now
and available at his
live shows and on all
platforms! Visit www.
srlawsmusic.com/
to
learn more.

Hachi is at our adoption center waiting to meet you.
He’s easy on leash and typically “husky” in that he’s a tad
independent and aloof. At 7 years old, he’s been around
the block a few times
and now wants a
simple life: go for
long walks, smell
the roses, and hang
out watching TV.
To learn more
about Hachi or view
other
adoptable
animals, visit www.
milofoundation.org or the Milo Foundation Sanctuary
Facebook page. The sanctuary is currently doing pet
adoptions by appointment only due to COVID-19. Please
complete a pet-adoption application before requesting an
appointment. You can reach the Milo Foundation at 510900-2275.

Sweet Ducky
Meet our girl Ducky! This beautiful gal lost her way finding
herself at Brutocao Winery. The nice folks at Brutocao kept
her safe until Animal Control was able to pick her up. The
kennel environment at AC was hard on this soft, scared lady,
so we pulled her to give her a change of scene. Ducky is
getting used to her new surroundings and is already making
friends with our team. Ducky warms up quickly and we are
already enjoying getting to know her! She is a sweetie and
her big ol’ puppy-dog eyes are pleading for a family! Who
wants to help us give this nice girl a home of her own?
The Humane Society for Inland
Mendocino is located at 9700 Uva
Drive in Redwood Valley. We are
open Wednesday through Friday
from 1 to 5 pm and Saturday
and Sunday from 11 am to 3 pm.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays.
You may also look at our available
dogs and cats on our website:
www.mendohumanesociety.com,
our Facebook page, and on www.
petfinder.com.

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I N C

Lic# 679517

707-459-9116

707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

277 N. Lenore Ave. WILLITS, CA

24-HOUR RADIO DISPATCHED TOWING

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

The rest of

Golf

BACK TO SCHOOL

Are You Ready?


✓School supplies

✓Sports physical

✓Dental checkup

✓Immunizations

Make sure to put us on your
Back-to-School checklist.
Call now to make an
appointment. We’ll make it easy.

(707) 456-9600

LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER
45 Hazel St., Willits
We accept Medi-Cal, Medicare, Partnership
and other insurance. SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.
MCHCINC.ORG • MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.
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Zocalo Collective offered gluten-free
spicy beef “Love Handles” turnovers. The
Philanthropic Educational Organization
treated attendees to cooling fruit skewers.
The Willits Future Farmers of America
provided pulled-pork sliders. The
Soroptomists offered information about
their altruistic work.
Northspur Brewing Co. poured three
kinds of beer, and wine was poured in
two stations. The wine was generously
provided by the Shannon Family of Wines,
McNab Ridge Winery, Brutocao Cellars,
and Graziano Family Wines. Pacini Wines
lent their support as well. Serena Alexi
was instrumental in obtaining the wine
donations.
Once the golfers completed their rounds,
the party really got going with dancing and
a live auction to go with the several great
silent auction items. The experienced and
entertaining duo of excellent auctioneers
Tom Allman and Rachel Britten brought
out the best in the generous attendees,
with Britten reminding the folks they “were
not here to find a bargain but rather to
contribute” to the Willits Senior Center
Meals-On-Wheels Program and the Rotary
Club Scholarship Program.
The auction was as enjoyable as it was
profitable, with items such as a night’s stay
at Holly Madrigal’s Casita on the coast, a
septic-tank cleaning (to which Allman wryly
added a pound of fudge), a pair of tickets
to ride the Napa Valley Wine Train, a tea

In the year 2012, four friends from Guadalajara, Mexico
came together in the tropical paradise of Sayulita to create
the band now known as “Las Cha Chas.” Their influences
cover all latitudes of the
globe, but their passion for
Afro-Caribbean and Rock
music results in a unique
fusion called "Tropical Rock.”

Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality attenuated by
the wisdom of the imagination.

Angelica is a little unsure at first, and can be a little skittish.
She warms up with time, and appreciates head scratches
when she does. Angelica came in with her two sisters, and
gets along well with
them.
The Mendocino
County
Animal
Shelter, located at
298 Plant Road in
Ukiah, requires a
reservation to view
adoptable animals.
Call 707-467-6453 to
make an appointment to meet Angelica or our other canine
and feline guests. Make sure to pre-fill out the adoption
application available at www.mendoanimalshelter.com.

Water

$750,000 to $1,000,000 annually.
“I think that collectively as we’ve talked with
the consultants and our board and the ad hoc,
we’ve all kind of concluded this probably isn’t
the path we want to go down,” he said.
Instead, McGourty proposed using “a
matrix” approach to creating a Water Resource
Team, which would “utilize staff from multiple
departments to provide expertise, write grants
and administer problems.”
He also advised hiring one “knowledgeable
water resource specialist who is experienced
in grant writing as well as community and
economic development.”
In addition, Supervisor McGourty said they
should continue striving to collaborate with
advisors and specialists through the University
of California Cooperative Extension, as they
have done multiple times in the past 15 years.
His plan set aside $25,000 to help facilitate
this.
Other county staff that would be part of the
county’s Water Resource Team, according
to McGourty, would be from Environmental
Health, the Department of Transportation,
the CEO’s Office, and Planning & Building
Services.
Eventually a motion from McGourty passed
3-2 to approve the “concept of working with
UC Cooperative Extension, creating a Water
Resources Team using up to $250,000,
contingent on a list of projects that comes
back to the board before we move forward.”
Second District Supervisor Maureen
Mulheren seconded the motion, adding “that
the list would represent each district or be a
countywide list, and also that it has very clear
objectives, milestones and outcomes that the
consultant would then present. It also should
include the amount of staff time that will be
used to support the efforts.”
Third District Supervisor John Haschak
voted against the idea of pursuing a consultant,
saying he thought the water issues could be
handled with staff the county already on hand,
and at a cheaper price tag than the one-time
$250,000 that was being proposed.
He also felt that hiring a consultant for such
a short time would not solve their long-term
water issues.
“The UC Cooperative Extension model, I
think everyone in this room would agree that
we should be using them as much as possible
and that whatever collaboration we can have
with our water issues would be great,” said
Haschak. “I just don’t see this model of the
high-priced consultant being the way to move
forward with a water agency or our long-term
issues.”
Fourth District Supervisor Dan Gjerde
also voted against the motion, continuing his
theme in recent meetings of pushing against
county water funding, particularly for anything
involving certain inland districts.
Gjerde wanted guarantees that efforts to
fund water projects would be spread around
the county, and asked that those water districts
who undercharged their water customers be
put last in line for grant money efforts.
“If we hire these people we need to have
an agreement on what’s the priority for their
time,” he said. “Is it to assist the first water
districts that come walking through the door,
the squeakiest wheels that ask for the money?
Or do we have some sort of thoughtful process
that in my mind would include making sure that
the water districts we’re assisting are actually
charging the going rate, because so many
of our residential customers in Mendocino
County are paying the going rate.”
The county has actually been quite
successful recently in obtaining grants for
water projects.
In one recent meeting, Supervisors
Mulheren and Gjerde reported that Mendocino
County received around $24 million in grant
money for various projects over the last couple
years, though several of these did involve the
help of consultants.
On Tuesday, Board Chair Ted Williams
repeatedly expressed concern about where
they would find the funding for even the one
water consultant.
According to County CEO Darcie Antle,
there had been $250,000 set aside from PG&E
settlement money for water issues, but warned
that a large amount of county staff time would
also be needed to work with a consultant as
they pursue grants.
And Williams felt that, given their current
budget situation, any spending at this point
could be considered deficit spending.
“I know we have some [funding] set
aside, and it seems appropriate to use it
in this capacity, but I will note we are deficit
spending,” said Williams. “CEO [Antle] is
planning to come back to get board approval
on borrowing more money to pay for our
operations, so everything we spend at this
point is putting debt on the next generation.
Maybe it’s still worthwhile, because at least
we’re giving the next generation water. I hope
that we really come through and provide water
and not just load up the debt.”
“Well I wouldn’t bother doing this if we
didn’t provide water,” responded McGourty.
“Why take first of all the political beating, and

Las Cha Chas, Friday, August 5, 8 pm

The Story: Animated full-length action-comedy featuring
Krypto the Super Dog, as well as his somewhat better
known master. It seems
that PB, an irritating hairless
guinea pig with superpowers
and megalomania, escapes
from Lex Luther’s secret
Dan Essman
laboratory and decides to:
Columnist
“Destroy the world as we
know it!”

The rest of

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

From page 3

second of all why deficit spend? Those are
MCSO arrests
really grave concerns of myself as well. And
as someone who’s spent a lot of time dealing
Covelo woman for
with water issues, this is the best solution I can
embezzlement
come up with for right now for trying to address
Mendocino County’s needs.”
By Sgt. J. Wells, for MCSO
“If we just sort of say, ‘Let’s just continue
On June 2, the Mendocino
doing what we’re doing,’” he added, “well
County Sheriff’s Office began
we’re going to be in the same place that we
an investigation into a possible
have been where … limited work’s been done
embezzlement case. The case
for the last 12 years since we did away with
involved the theft and use of Costco
the water agency. And we’re now facing one
gift cards from a location in Covelo.
of the biggest existential crisis that we’ve ever
It was learned there were 300
seen on the planet, and our water supplies are
at severe risk, and I can’t see just sitting on Frank Sorbera of Willits. Joseph Russo of New gift cards purchased with a value of
Port Richey, Florida.
$30 on each gift card (total $9,000).
the sidelines.”
The rest of
These cards were purchased
From page 1
In one section of the Implementation Plan
Arrests
from money received from grants
prepared by GEI Consultants, they talk about
the history of the Mendocino County Water the passenger area of the vehicle where awarded to the Round Valley Tribe.
Agency.
Investigating MCSO deputies
Sorbera had been sitting.
found
the gift cards had been used/
According to the report the agency was
The suspected fentanyl was prepackaged redeemed in May 2022 by numerous
formed in 1987 and had as many as four in over 25 small plastic baggies and ready
people at different times at Costco
county staff members working in it, until it was for individual sales.
in Ukiah. Deputies continued their
mostly disbanded during the “budget crisis
Russo
and
Sorbera
were
arrested
and
investigation by obtaining video
and staff reductions in 2008.”
booked
at
the
Mendocino
County
Jail
for
surveillance, and other evidence,
There is still technically one part-time
violation
of
182(a)
PCConspiracy,
11351
and were able to identify numerous
employee working under the water agency,
HS- Possession of a Controlled Substance people redeeming the Costco gift
assigned to the county Department of
for Sales, 11352 HS- Transportation of cards.
Transportation.
a Controlled Substance, 11350(a) HSOn July 26, at about 8 am,
The supervisors had voted in June 2021 Possession of a Controlled Substance,
Sheriff’s
Office deputies along
to “evaluate re-establishing MCWA” … “as and 11364(a) HS- Possession of Drug
with
the
Mendocino
Major Crimes
an active organization representing water Paraphernalia. Russo was also charged with
Task
Force
and
Mendocino
County
interests throughout the county, including 529 PC- False Impersonation and 14601.2
Probation
Department
served
three
water for municipal and industrial supplies, CVC- Driving on a Suspended License.
search
warrants
in
Covelo.
agricultural needs and for the environmental
This was the second time this year
health of county watersheds.”
At all three locations, deputies
Sorbera has been arrested for suspected
found
evidence linking them to the
Drought task force committee
sales of fentanyl within the city limits.
use of the Costco gift cards. MCSO
Also at the meeting, the board re-established
It should be noted that the Willits PD deputies also located four firearms –
the county’s drought task force committee.
had received multiple tips from concerned one had characteristics of an illegal
Supervisors Haschak and McGourty neighbors related to possible narcotic firearm – along with three highwill continue in their roles as the board activities being conducted in this area. The capacity magazines.
representatives on the drought task force, as Willits Police Department would like to thank
MCSO deputies interviewed
they have done over the last couple years.
our community members in assisting us with
people involved with the usage of
At the recommendation of County Counsel valuable information.
the gift cards and found the cards
Christian Curtis, to comply with new state
The Willits Police Department participates were received from Kassandra Jane
rules, the task force will now be a standing in the Neighborhood Watch program which Phillips, 32, of Covelo. Deputies
committee instead of an ad hoc, meaning empowers citizens to become active in found Phillips worked at the location
there will be open public meetings on the community efforts through peer groups and where the gift cards were taken
subject about every other month.
positive interactions with WPD officers in from.
Having a drought task force is now a an effort to reduce crime and improve the
Deputies contacted Phillips
requirement for counties in California following community’s quality of life.
and eventually arrested her for
the passing of state Senate Bill 552 in
Any inquiries regarding the program embezzlement [503 PC] and grand
September of last year.
should be directed to Sgt. Brady at 707-459- theft from a building [487(A) PC].
The bill requires that the task force “facilitate 6122.
Phillips was booked into the
drought and water shortage preparedness for
Mendocino
County Jail where she
state small water systems and domestic wells
Free business
was
to
be
held
in lieu of $15,000 bail.
within the county’s jurisdiction,” and requires
workshops in August
counties “to develop a plan that includes
potential drought and water shortage risk and Submitted by West Business
proposed interim and long-term solutions.”
Development Center

Ukiah Recovery Center

Later at the meeting a long discussion took
place about the county possibly helping fund
a multi-million dollar expansion of the Ukiah
Recovery Center, a Ford Street Project facility,
partially with Measure B money.
The board ended up delaying a vote on that
after hearing a presentation from Ford Street
Executive Director Jacqueline Williams.
The majority of supervisors felt that more
information and exploration of other ideas for
spending money on substance abuse facilities
was needed.
Once again a debate about spending money
on projects in inland districts versus coastal
districts came up.
Board Chair Williams felt that far too much
of the Measure B money had been spent on
facilities in the Ukiah area, and more should
be aimed towards the rural coastal areas.
Mulheren and McGourty sponsored the bill
to expand the Ukiah Recovery Center, and
they agreed to keep looking into the idea,
taking into account the other supervisors’
concerns.
One of these concerns was that the
Measure B Oversight Committee hadn’t
officially endorsed the expansion plan, which
would add a significant number of “withdrawal
management” beds and “sober living
environment” beds to the Ukiah facility.
The expansion of the Ukiah Recovery
Center had been presented to the Measure
B committee in June, and the committee had
asked that the presenters return to their next
meeting in September to continue discussing
it.
Ford Street Director Williams said that over
$3 million for the project had already been
funded by the state, and they were hoping for
around $3.6 million more from the county –
about $1.6 million in Measure B money, and
the rest from “opioid settlement funds.”
Supervisor Mulheren pointed out that the
language of Measure B required that some
money go towards substance abuse, and
none of the nearly $40 million collected from
the tax had gone specifically to that purpose
yet.
“For me, I saw this as an opportunity to serve
the people that we can’t currently meet,” said
Mulheren. “When I speak with the jail and hear
about releasing people and we have nowhere
to send them except for back on to the streets
at 3 am on a Sunday – all of these pieces
connect it together for me to reach this project.
So this should not be seen as like something
out of left field.”
Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Willits man
arrested after
suspicious fire
in Ukiah

The West Business Development
Center has announced its August 2022
business workshop schedule. All West
Center workshops and webinars are free.
All workshops are one hour unless noted
By Sgt. M. Vazquez, for MCSO
otherwise.
On July 22, at approximately
Thursday, August 4 at 12 pm:
9:55 pm, deputies from the
ABCs of Google Business Profile
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office
Does your business have a presence on were dispatched to investigate a
Google and can you be found on Google suspicious fire in the 100 block of
Maps? If not, then sign up today to learn how West Lake Mendocino Drive, in
establishing a Google business profile can Ukiah.
elevate your business and make it easier to
A deputy was nearby when the fire
find! https://bit.ly/3xM8elq
was dispatched and arrived within a
Tuesday, August 9 at 1 pm:
minute.

Credit Repair: Why and How!

Having a good credit score is an
essential part of doing business. It’s one
of the measures lenders use to see if your
business is worthy of a loan. If your credit
score has taken a dip, take a lesson from
Joe Rodola on how to repair it and keep it on
an even keel! https://bit.ly/3QVjRPN

Wednesday, August 10 at 10 am:
ABCs of Online Payments: Square

Square up your online business by using
Square, one of the many online payment
systems available to businesses. Learn
how to set up inventory, take payments, and
track sales in our free workshop! https://bit.
ly/3NmmQ0h

Tuesday, August 16 at 12 pm:
SBA Disaster Loans

Immediately upon arrival citizens
were located trying to extinguish the
fire. The same citizens informed the
deputy that they had observed a
white male adult walking north from
the fire.
The deputy immediately located
the white male adult who was
subsequently identified as Jimmy
Dell Hendry, 72, of Willits.
Hendry informed deputies that
he witnessed a white female adult
named “Monica” start the fire and
run west from the location. Deputies
searched the area and were unable
to locate “Monica.”

Deputies knew the location where
the fire occurred had surveillance
Learn more about how the SBA cameras which were not accessible
provides low-interest disaster loans to help at that time. Hendry provided the
businesses and homeowners recover from deputies with his contact information
declared disasters. https://bit.ly/3HQMhGf
and was released at that time.

Tuesday, August 23 at 12 pm:
Get Started with SEO

Upon
further
investigation,
deputies obtained surveillance
footage and were able to confirm
that Hendry was the only subject
depicted in the area when the fire
started.

Essentials

Hendry was subsequently booked
into the Mendocino County Jail
where he was to be held in lieu of
$157,500 bail. Additional charges
on the jail booking log include petty
theft, revocation of probation, and
felony charges of second-degree
robbery.

SEO or Search Engine Optimization is a
powerful tool to make your business stand
out from the crowd. Knowing how to choose
the right keywords for your business and
create optimized content are some of the
Deputies located Hendry, and he
keys to success! https://bit.ly/39Jjl6I
was placed under arrest for felony
452(C) PC [Recklessly Causing Fire
Wednesday, August 24 at 12 pm:
to Forest Land].
Accounting and Business Law
Attorney Ben Martin loves helping new
and small businesses survive and thrive,
and in this free webinar, you’ll learn how
these two topics are essential to managing
your business. https://bit.ly/3zV1PqF
Find our upcoming webinars at www.
westcenter.org/training/
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Farmstand
Friday

Above: Lavender, garlic and cookies were available at the first
Commonwealth Garden Farmstand event earlier this summer.
Above, right: Onions and strawberries waited to be taken home.
Below, left: Flower arrangements, greens and eggs were
displayed near the cold case. Below, right: Grace Orozco helped
stake and tie up trumpet vine starts to give to attendees.
At bottom: Tinley Logan helped make flower arrangements with
blooms from the garden to sell at the farmstand table.

Garden manager Mellisa Bouley welcomes all to come
to the Commonwealth Garden’s Friday Farmstand, August
5 starting at 10 am located just across the street from
Howard Memorial Hospital. There will be chard, kale,
collards, summer squash, eggplant, peppers, cantaloupe,
strawberries, onions, garlic, shallots, green onions, beets,
carrots, kohlrabi, herbs, pea shoots, okra, flower bouquets,
eggs, cookies and bread available. “Come on down and fill
your basket with this summer’s bounty!” said Bouley. “Many
seasonal favorites are available and more to come each
week.”

Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*
Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606

675 S Main St, Willits, CA 95490
105 W Clay St, Ukiah, CA 95482
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com**

EA # 00105934 • CA DRE # 01854336 • CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from
any other named entity. *These services are not offered through Cetera Financial
Specialists LLC **Investment email

208 E. San Francisco Ave.

Photos by Maureen Jennison

(707) 459-6791

NEW HOURS
WE WILL BE CLOSED SUNDAYS
BEGINNING IN AUGUST

Monday - Saturday
8 am - 6 pm

Sunday
Closed

FULFILLMENT
You’re made for more career growth. That’s why we’ve created a variety of opportunities for nurses like you who
love making a difference as you advance your career. We’re hiring nurses at all levels of experience across our three
hospitals in Fort Bragg, Ukiah and Willits. It’s more than another job, it’s a chance to cross-train as you grow the career
of your dreams. We even offer generous benefits and up to a $25,000 relocation incentive.

Learn more at
AdventistHealthMendocino.org/NursingCareers
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