
Firefighters 
knock down 

Kamp fire 
west of KOA

The first wildland fire 
of the season in Willits, 
dubbed the “Kamp fire,” 
was contained in just 
over a  couple of hours 
on Saturday, thanks to 
a strong response from 
CalFire, Little Lake Fire and 
Brooktrails Fire. CalFire 
reports the final size of the 
fire as 13.1 acres. 

Multiple 911 calls starting 
at around 10:20 am on July 
14 reported a vegetation 
fire – and smoke – west 
of the KOA Campgrounds, 
north of mile marker 30.8 
on Highway 20, west of 
Willits.
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Above, from left: Cheese filling is surrounded by the beginning ring of zucchini slices. A slice of cheesy zucchini pie. The concentric 
circles are finished, and the pie is ready for the oven. Below: Cheesy, zucchini-ey, crispy, delicious! ... and a great way to use up those 
abundant summer squash. 

Oh my, Zucchini Pie!
Use up summer squash with a savory tart – or even in chocolate brownies

I know, I know, it’s zucchini, but honestly, the wide 
spectrum of summer squash that encompasses 

all sizes and colors of the 
thin-skinned and edible-
seed varieties prolifically 
populating gardens across 

town is one of the most versatile veggies out there. 
Yes, I am a zoodler – many of my squashes are 

grated through a specially shaped grid that renders 

the flesh into thin, spaghetti-like ribbons. I am also 
a fan of grilled zucchini: just some olive oil, crushed 
garlic, salt, pepper and fresh basil, seared hot until 
the grill makes its mark. It’s even delicious just 
chopped up and seared in a frying pan with hot 
pepper flakes and scrambled eggs … and don’t even 
get me started on how much I love zucchini latkes 
with apple sauce and Greek yogurt. 

However, these are the more expected 
applications. The extra wonder of zucchini is how it 
can be the star of the show, or a total hidden gem, 
too.

Below: The 
delicious 
zucchini 
pie. Below, 
right: Dark 
chocolate 
zucchini 
brownies. 

Sherwood Road
Realignment Project underway

Motorists looking to pass through the Sherwood Road 
and Main Street intersection between the hours of 8 pm 
to 7 am should expect 15-minute delays as work began 
on Monday, July 16 to realign the intersection.

The project will realign Sherwood Road to intersect 
old U.S. 101 perpendicularly, add a 4-foot-wide right 
shoulder, include an 8-foot-wide vehicle pullout along the 
east side of the road, include a retaining wall along the 
west side of the new road, reduce the grade on Sherwood 
Road to 10 percent, increase the length of the left and 
right turn lanes on Sherwood Road from about 15 feet 
to 200 feet, and improve the signalized intersection with 
Americans with Disabilities Act compliance.
Above: Large pieces of construction equipment await nightfall for workers to continue progress on the Sherwood intersection.  
Below: The state of work on the intersection of Sherwood Road and Main Street on Wednesday afternoon
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State 
requirements 

working group 
discusses 

recommendations

The county’s State 
Requirements Cannabis 
Working Group will present 
two recommendations to 
the board of supervisors 
on August 9 following the 
group’s July 12 meeting. 

The group will recom-
mend supervisors authorize 
a new Transferability 
Working Group and a new 
Microbusiness Working 
Group to begin meeting 
and allow both groups to 
select delegates to attend 
meetings of the supervisors’ 
ad hoc committee on 
cannabis matters. 

The working group, 
formed to focus on state 
cannabis regulations and 
how they intersect with 
Mendocino County’s rules, 
now has some several hun-
dred pages of proposed 
state cannabis regulations 
to review. 

Some 136 pages of draft 
rules were released last 
Friday by the state Bu-
reau of Cannabis Control, 
which oversees marijuana 
retailers, distributors, event 
promoters and lab testers, 
while the Department of 
Public Health’s Manufac-
tured Cannabis Safety 
Branch added 111 pages 
of draft permanent rules for 
companies that make mar-
ijuana products, and the 
Department of Food and 
Agriculture’s CalCannabis 
division, which oversees 
cultivators, issued 68 pages 

New ag 
commissioner 

running 

cannabis 
unit

Mendocino County 
Commissioner of 
Agriculture Harinder Grewal 
has been placed in charge 
of the county’s cannabis 
unit, according to county 
CEO Carmel Angelo. 

Grewal assumed 
control of the cannabis 
unit after the sudden June 
20 retirement of former 
Cannabis Manager Kelly 
Overton. Grewal was hired 
by the county on March 
29, after having worked 
in the Stanislaus County 

Supes honor 
Farm Bureau 
centennial

Supervisors honored 
the centennial anniversary 
of the Mendocino County 
Farm Bureau with a 
proclamation read and 
presented on Tuesday, 
June 19.

The proclamation 
recounted the early days 
of the farm bureau, from 
its formation in Mendocino 
County in February 1918 
and the hiring of the 
county’s first farm advisor, 
Charles Myska, which 
had occurred just a month 
earlier. 

A history of the farm 
bureau found on the 
website of the Mendocino 
County Farm Bureau 
credits the organization 
with being instrumental 
in establishing numerous 
useful groups, technologies 
and conveniences which 
today seem emblematic 
of “the good old days,” but 
which at the time helped to 
pave the way to the present. 

Included among these 
achievements are septic 
systems, schools, road 
systems, the Potter Valley 
irrigation system, the 
establishment of the federal 
predator program, and the 
formation of Boys and Girls 
Clubs, the 4-H and Future 
Farmers of America in 
Mendocino County. 

A state association of 
farm bureaus was started 
in 1919. That same year, 
the University of California 
Co-operative Extension 
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Dos Rios, the new capital
To the Editor:
With enthusiasm, I endorse splitting the state into three 
parts. Dos Rios, the new capital. Bruce Anderson [Anderson 
Valley Advertiser] for governor. K.C. Meadows [Ukiah Daily 
Journal] and the prescient Paul Gullixson [formerly Santa 
Rosa Press Democrat] for senators.
State motto: “From each according to his ability; to each 
according to his need.” State tree: the tan oak.

Ralph Bostrom, Willits

Call for artists/vendors
To the Editor:
Harwood Memorial Park is currently accepting vendor 
applications for the annual Laytonville Christmas Bazaar 
Craft Fair. This year’s Christmas Bazaar will be held on 
Sunday, December 2, from 10 am to 4 pm at Harwood Hall 
in Laytonville.
Vendor applications are available at the Healthy Start office, 
44400 Willis Avenue in Laytonville, or by mail. Vendor 
applications must be returned by September 21, 2018. For 
more information or to receive a vendor application call 
707-984-8089. 

LaRae Mercer-Wise, Laytonville Healthy Start 
Family Resource Center

Blackberry memories
To the Editor:
Note: this was written in August 1997 by the late Marie 
Stephens, and was submitted by Gail Richards, in the 
hopes other might enjoy it, in advance of attending Covelo’s 
Blackberry Festival, set for August 18 and 19 this year. 
It was supposed to be a nice relaxing Saturday. Gail and 
I took off up Highway 101, then veered east up that long, 
winding road, turning, then climbing up then dropping 
down into the Round Valley, a remote piece of paradise in 
Northern California tucked away off behind hills, away from 
interstates, spread out with its farms, ranches and one tiny 
town. Covelo. How many people live in Covelo? Fifty? Five 

hundred? Not many more than that, surely. And we didn’t 
know any of them.
It was August – blackberry time. Everyone in this part of the 
country knows that Covelo and the Round Valley grow the 
most luscious blackberries in the world. Wisely, these folks 
celebrate their tasty achievement by having an annual 
blackberry festival – the reason for our off-the-cuff trek.
We drove down Covelo’s little main street. No sign of the 
festival. Then we saw two cars turning in the same direction 
– highly unusual. We followed them. Sure enough, there 
was a neat little park with some booths and stands, a 
platform with a band playing old-fashioned songs, and a 
parking place just down the road. We had arrived.
By now we were hungry and discovered that the hardest 
part of this whole trip was going to be figuring out which 
among all the delicious homemade goodies we wanted to 
munch for lunch. Once we made up our minds, the next 
challenge was to find a cool, shady place where we could 
sit down and munch.
We were strolling past the Riding Club Booth, hot dogs, 
chips and drinks in hands, trying to decide what blackberry 
treat we’d choose for dessert. There, under a tree, was a 
smiling elderly lady sitting on a comfortable-looking bench. 
She invited us to join her, saying that she had brought the 
bench for anyone who needed to sit a spell.
And that began the most memorable, delightful, remarkable 
part of the whole day.
Her name was Audrey Rohrbough, and she was delighted 
to share with us her life story.
She grew up in the Laytonville area and went to a one-room 
schoolhouse. She married her husband, John Rohrbough, 
when she was 26 and he was 40. After their marriage he 
brought her to Covelo and together they had four sons. At 
one time they held 10,000 acres of ranchland over the hill 
from the valley. Now that ranch is down to 5,000 acres and 
is run by one of her sons. She herself is confined, poor 

thing, to mere 300 acres just outside of town, where her 
lovely home is at the end of a long elegant, redwood-lined 
driveway. Those redwood trees were planted by John in 
the 1940s.
Up until a couple of years ago she was still able to ride 
horseback. She decided to hang up her stirrups when she 
turned 83 – just about the time her favorite horse died. She 
still has horses and mules which she tends, but she doesn’t 
ride them anymore. (I remember Audrey shifting her cane a 
bit as she told us this.)
On Sunday she planned to go to the rodeo to cheer on 
her great-grandchildren who were performing. In the 
meantime, she was being greeted by a stream of men 
and women who came up, chatted away, held her hand, 
and said, “howdy” to us as she introduced us. We were 
beginning to feel like we belonged in Covelo. We had never 
before been so welcomed by strangers.
Audrey Rohrbough, in her mid-80s, has eyes that twinkle 
with a hidden smile, wonderful laugh lines creasing her 
face, and a welcoming air about her that made Gail and 
me think we had known her for years. The afternoon just 
slipped away in her warm company.
Reluctantly, we decided we’d better hit the road. We had a 
pretty long trip home. As we stood up, we thanked her for 
sharing her bench with us, for sharing her company with 
us.
Her eyes twinkled. “See you next year,” she said.
Notice? No “goodbye.”
We’ll be there, Audrey.

Marie Stephens, Willits

Note: “My friend Marie died in 2008 and was never able 
to get back to Covelo. She had debilitating health issues, 
could no longer drive, and was eventually placed in a 
nursing home. Grateful for her stories, this is one of my 
favorites. Hope you enjoyed it too. – Gail Richards

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to 
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd 
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits 
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District 
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter 
publication from any one writer to once a month. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, 
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and 
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and 
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of 
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous 
source will be published, although a request to withhold the 
writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS
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AUGUST 2ND - 5TH, 2018
Opens Thursday & Friday • 3pm | Sat & Sun • Noon

MOTOSPORTS ACTION
Thurs 6:30PM - Motorcycles, Side-by-Sides, ATVs

Fri 6:30PM - Mudd Boggs       •       Sat 6 PM - Truck & Tractor Pulls
Sun 6PM - Boat Races, Junior Mudd Boggs (12-17) and Jalopies
ENTERTAINMENT WILLOW TREE STAGE

Thurs - Back Porch Project
Fri - II Big      •      Sat -  Funky  Dozen

Sun - Creativos de Tierra Callente, Grupo La Elegancia, Banda Pacifica

$23 each unlimited rides for one day
(Prices at fair - $28 each)

Presale end Thursday, August 2nd at 2 pm sharp.
Parking

$7

Innovation Station • Live Music
Circus Imagination
1880’s Variety Show

Pioneer Experience Activities
California Carnival Co.

Amazing Fair Food & MORE!

THURSDAYCHILDREN and SeniorsFREE ADMISSIONUntil 6 PMFor more information, visit RedwoodEmpireFair.com

FAIR ADMISSION
Adults - $9

Children (6-12 yrs) - $7
Children (5 & under) - FREE
Seniors (65 yrs & over) - $7

PRE-SALE CARNIVAL WRISTBAND TICKETS
Available at Raley’s, Ukiah Taco Bell, Chavez Market, Creative Workshop,

Ukiah Grocery Outlet, JD Redhouse in Willits, & the Fair Office

Brooktrails 
Country

Singer/songwriter Palmer Runberg returns to Willits 
from Nashville to play a free concert

Palmer Runberg’s life seems to be running at an accelerated pace. This Willits High 
School graduate of 2014 and letterman in three sports – golf, baseball and basketball 
– graduated UC Santa Barbara in after only 2.5 years on a Monday and ended up in 
Nashville to pursue his career that Thursday.

He got a job at a golf course with his father, Ron Runberg’s, PGA connections, and in 
a few months met Jacquire King, a three-time Grammy Award-winning producer of such 

stars as Norah Jones, The Black Keys and Kings of Leon, who 
asked to hear his work.

Runberg’s career is years ahead of most who travel to Nashville 
to make it in country music. It is still an uphill climb but if his past 

determination, adherence to his dream, and just a bit of luck hold, country music fans may 
be hearing a lot more from this personable and confident young man. 

Runberg grew up listening to all genres of music in his house, but his mom, Nancy, 
loved country music and that stuck with him. When he was off to Santa Barbara, he would 
hear country, and it would remind him of home. He naturally took to writing in this genre. 
According to his dad, even when Runberg started to write songs in his junior year of high 
school, he was writing stories about life, falling in love, and losing his girl – the classic 
themes of country music.

Runberg seems pretty astounded himself with what he has been able to accomplish 
in such a short time. “When people who are established in the industry look at you,” he 
said, “and they want to work with you, that’s a great thing. When I first moved out there [to 
Nashville], I didn’t know a single person. It took me three months to get a couple friends. 

“It’s the simple things that keep me going,” Runberg shared, “like when people back home 
shoot me a text and say my song sounds good. It makes me think I’m doing something 
right. When I hooked up with Jacquire, 
it was the first time I knew I should stay 
in Nashville a little longer – things were 

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

At left: Around 100 people, including Palmer Runberg’s friends and family, join together for a night 
of music at the Brooktrails Golf Course. Below: Friends Emily Hathaway, Brandon Slater, Palmer 
Runberg, Bret T. Baker, Buddy Wright, John Montez and Stevie Coulthard get together at the golf 
course before the concert. At bottom, left: Don Paslay and David Hughes of the Thorn Petals 
entertain the crowd. At bottom, right: Palmer Runberg, a budding country music star, returns to his 
hometown of Willits to play for friends and family. 

Above: Palmer Runberg fans crowd the front of the stage. Below, left: Ron Runberg asks the crowd 
to sign memorial posters for his son. Below, right: Willits native Palmer Runberg, recently signed by 
Grammy Award-winning producer Jacquire King, plays at the Brooktrails Golf Course.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Read the rest of
Palmer Over on Page 13

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from our readers

Correction 
In Willits Weekly’s July 12 article, “Sparks 

fly between supes, library board chair,” 
Mike A’Dair reported that forming a Cultural 
Services Agency will save the county about 
$250,000 a year. That figure is incorrect. The 
correct figure is $189,110.

Mendocino Cannabis 
Resource is excited to host 
a countywide Cannabis Job 
Fair to help connect emerging 
cannabusinesses and 
prospective employees alike. 

The job fair will be held in 
Willits at the Little Lake Grange, 
291 School Street on Saturday, 
July 28. Early entry is from 11 
am to 1 pm, and costs $10. 
Entry between 1 to 4 pm is free. 
Resume writing information 
packet to be provided for job 
seekers – Spruce up that 
resume and get job fair ready!

Last September, MCR held 
the first Mendocino Cannabis 
Job Fair, with over 500 
registered attendees. One of 
MCR’s goals was to highlight 
to the county that cannabis 
jobs would strengthen our 
community and local economy. 
Over 70 percent of registered 
job seekers were from 
Mendocino County zip codes. 
And they want to work in the 
cannabis market.

Early entry benefits include:
• Two additional hours before 

the rush
• Better opportunity to 

connect one-on-one with 
potential employers

• Once paid and registered, 
send your resume to MCR. We 
will share the resumes directly 
(in advance) with exhibitors and 
companies looking to hire. 

There is also an opportunity 
to sign up to be a community 
sponsor of the cannabis 
Job Fair. Not a cannabis or 
ancillary business, or just 
not looking to hire now, you 
can still participate in making 
the summer 2018 job fair the 
best it can be by becoming 
a community sponsor. Your 
company logo will be printed in 
the job fair program, listed as a 
supporting community sponsor. 

Employer exhibitors 
and sponsors include: the 
Emerald Law Group, Flow 
Kana, Emerald Cup Products, 
Mendocino County Growers 
Alliance, KB Cannabusiness 
Consulting & Staffing, Emerald 
City Distributions, Mendocino 
Management Group, Nurturing 
Seed, and Mendocino Group.

 If you’re a local professional 
looking for a career in the 
cannabis market, already in 
the cannabis market looking 
for something new, or a 
business owner that is looking 
to add talent to your team, the 
Mendocino Cannabis Job Fair 
is the place to be! 

For more information, or 
to sign up to be an employer 
exhibitor or community sponsor, 
or if you are interested in a 
career in the rapidly developing 
legal cannabis market, visit 
MCR’s website at www.
medocinocannabisresource.
com or call MCR at 707-223-
4367.

Mendocino County Cannabis Job 
Fair, July 28 at the Grange

Submitted by Mendocino Cannabis Resource
Submitted by the Mendocino County Health 
and Human Services Agency 

On July 2, a broad countywide coalition gathered 
to address the issue of homelessness in Mendocino 
County.

The Health and Human Services Agency’s 
Housing Options for Mendocino – HOMe – Team, in 
partnership with the Mendocino County Homeless 
Services Continuum of Care, MCHSCoC, 
invited Kitchen Table Consulting facilitator Miles 
Gordon to work with local community members, 
service providers, law enforcement agencies and 
government leaders from Ukiah, Willits and Fort 
Bragg to formulate an action plan in response to 
recommendations from Robert G. Marbut’s March 
2018 report: “Homelessness Needs Assessments 
and Actions Steps for Mendocino County.”

HOMe Team Administrator and MCHSCoC 
Chairperson Maya Stuart said, “We used the 
report’s recommendations to launch our process.” 
The report was the result of a six-month study of 
street-level homelessness of adults in and around 
the county’s largest service hubs – Ukiah, Willits 
and Fort Bragg.

During the three-hour meeting, coalition members 
discussed the importance of communicating with 
the public and with all the agencies involved in 
ending homelessness in Mendocino County. 
“The group expressed a strong consensus 

about the importance of using consistent data 
and embracing a collaborative, comprehensive, 
systems approach,” facilitator Gordon said. The 
coalition committed to creating and implementing 
a plan that:

• Addresses the root causes of homelessness;
• Uses accurate data that is based on common 

definitions and language;
• Emphasizes stakeholder and community 

education;
• Utilizes diverse approaches;
• Incorporates case management and continuing 

support; and
• Minimizes negative community impacts.  
The group will reconvene in early August to 

continue their work. Coalition members include 
Project Sanctuary, Ford Street Program, Redwood 
Community Services, Mendocino Coast Hospitality 
Center, the City of Fort Bragg, Manzanita Services, 
the Mendocino County Office of Education, the 
City of Willits, MCHC Health Centers, the Veteran’s 
Administration, the City of Ukiah, the Mendocino 
County Community Development Commission, 
North Coast Opportunities, and the Mendocino 
County Health and Human Services Agency.

Those interested in reading the full 
Robert Marbut Consulting report can find 
it here:  www.mendocinocounty.org/home/
showdocument?id=20042

Coalition plans to end homelessness in Mendocino County

Willits Weekly 
the locally owned 

newspaper!
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Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
July 9 to July 15

By Danya Davis, Willits WeeklyHOW  T O 

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are 

formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
1. Owns
 4. Beef intestine
 9. Expression of contempt
14. Expression of horror
15. Famed architecture  
      couple
16. Escape
17. ‘The Raven’ author
18. Chiefs’ tight end
20. Removes
22. Pesto dish
23. One who roots against
24. Type of writer
28. Old woman
29. Early multimedia
30. This (Spanish)
31. Part of a play
33. Elephant’s name
37. Home of the Flyers
38. Builder’s trough
39. Tell
41. Google certification
42. Electric current
43. Belonging to them
44. Nostrils
46. Arranges
49. Commercial
50. Skywalker’s mentor 
__-Wan

51. Single-reed instrument
55. Voodoo
58. World of Warcraft 
      character
59. Paddling 
60. Most agreeable
64.Chafed
65. A way to analyze
66. Remove
67. Metal-bearing mineral
68. Remains as is
69. Large predatory  
      seabirds
70. The Science Guy

CLUES DOWN
1. Central Chinese province
 2. The marketplace in ancient  
     Greece
 3. Covered the sword
 4. Cleanser
 5. Body parts
 6. Returned material  
      authorization (abbr.)
 7. Mega-electronvolt
 8. One from Asia
 9. A superior grade of  
     black tea
10. Thin
11. Circles of light around 
      the head

12. General’s assistant (abbr.)
13. Tiny
19. Evildoing
21. __ Connery, 007
24. British sword
25. Type of cyst
26. Musical composition
27. Advises
31. Herring-like fish
32. Chocolate powder
34. Somalian district El __
35. Indicates position
36. Refurbishes
40. Exclamation of surprise
41. Football field
45. Hilly region in India  
      near China
47. Come to an end
48. Most mad
52 Sheets of glass
53. Department of Housing  
      and Urban Development
54. Stares lecherously
56. Consisting of a single  
      element or component
57. Monetary unit of Zambia
59. Bones (Latin)
60. Frames-per-second
61. Tell on
62. Gall
63. Cologne

ACIDIC
AERATION

AIR
ALKALINE

AMENDMENT
ANNUAL

BACTERIA
BEDS

BENEFICIAL

BIENNIAL
BLOSSOM
COMPOST
CONSERVE
CONTAINER
DROUGHT
EDGING

FERTILIZER
FLOWERS

FURROW
HARDY

HARVEST
HERBS

INSECTS
MANURE

MATURITY
MULCH

NETTING

PEAT
PREDATOR

ROOTS
ROT

SANDY
SOIL

SPACING
TOP DRESS
WATERING

L I T T L E  L A K E  F I R E  P R O T EC T ION  D I S T R IC T

F I R E  CA L L S
July 11 to July 16

by LLFD Training Chief Eric Alvarez

Online: 
www.basroofing.com 

Email:
basroofing@live.com

    W.C. & G.L. insured

Ca. Lic # 927007       

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Serving areas of Mendocino, 
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Residential & Commercial

Roofing applications 
available

 to fit any roofing need

Stone
Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways
Flagstone Patios
Stone Fireplaces
Plants and Irrigation

Stone
Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways
Flagstone Patios
Stone Fireplaces
Plants and Irrigation

Louis Rohlicek
License #542392

“Stonework a Specialty”
Louis Rohlicek

License #542392

“Stonework a Specialty”

The Advanced Energy Rebuild program can 
save you thousands while rebuilding a more 
e�cient home. Participants will receive: 

• Thousands in incentives ($7,500-$17,500)    
   for energy e�ciency, electric vehicles, and   
   water e�ciency

• 50% of incentives o�ered upfront

• Extra incentives for carbon-free homes 

REBUILD AN EFFICIENT HOME
Advanced Energy Rebuild Program 

Visit sonomacleanpower.org/aer 
to get started today!
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Contact
April Tweddell

Willits Weekly Ad Representative
april@willitsweekly.com

(707) 972-2475

Special Pricing for the Issues of
August 16TH for WUSD

and
August 23RD for Charter Schools

The Scoop on Scoops
Deli, frozen treats parlor celebrates six years of 

business with chamber mixer
“I think people are still just finding us, even after six years,” explained Lisa Davis, owner 

of the family-operated Scoops Frozen Yogurt & Deli, “A lot of locals come in and say, 
‘It’s our first time in here.’ We are a little north of the downtown area, but there are other 

businesses starting to open around us.” 
The Willits Taco House just opened next door, and the city 

council recently approved plans for a family-style brewpub across 
the street at the site of the now-defunct Starchild Chocolate. 

“The beautification,” Davis continued, “the new sidewalks make it easier if you want to 
walk – safer for some of our customers with disabilities. I think it’s an added benefit for 
people and families that want to walk to this end of town.” 

Although her business slowed down a 
bit during the construction, which made 
it hard to get in and out of the parking lot, 

From far left: 
Chamber 
members 
and Scoops 
customers 
enjoy 
burgers and 
refreshments 
in the deli’s 
parking lot. 
Alicia Mehtlan 
is ready to 
eat. The crew 
serves the 
customers.

Photos by 
Mathew Caine

Above: The Scoops crew works together to keep customers happy: in front, Esther Cabrera and 
Nellie Larsen; in rear, Emily Davis, John Kvasnicka, Lisa Davis, Mychaela Nowlin and Jorge Carrillo.

Above, left: Scoops provides burgers with all the fixings at their anniversary party and chamber 
mixer. Above, right: Scoops employees Emily Davis, Jorge Carrillo and Mychaela Nowlin don their 
aprons. Below: The interior of Scoops is decorated in an old time ice cream parlor theme.

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Read the rest of
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07-11-18  (Canyon Road)  
Smoke scare: Little Lake Fire responded 

to a report of smoke in the area of Canyon 
Road. Upon investigation it was determined 
to be drift smoke in the area. 8 firefighters 
responded for service. 

07-11-18  (Cropley Lane)
Vegetation fire: Little Lake Fire responded 

to a reported vegetation fire, upon arrival it 
was viewed to be an illegal control burn that 
had been extinguished by local personnel 
at scene. 4 Firefighters responded for 
service. 

07-13-18  (Primrose Drive)
Structure fire: Little Lake Fire responded 

to a reported structure fire in the Brooktrails 
area, but was canceled en route. 6 
firefighters responded for service. 

07-13-18  (South Lenore) 
Medical assist: Little Lake Fire 

responded to a medical alert activation. 
Little Lake Fire with the assistance of the 
Willits Police Department went door to door 
in an attempt to locate the reported medical 
issue. After speaking with all the residents 
in the complex, no medical emergency 
was located. 6 firefighters responded for 
service.

07-14-18  (Highway 20)
Vegetation fire: Little Lake Fire responded 

to a vegetation fire in the area of Highway 
20. The fire was contained to 13.1 acres 
with the assistance of CalFire, Little Lake 
Fire and Brooktrails Fire. 13 firefighters 
responded for service. 

07-14-18  (Mason Street, Ukiah) 
Vegetation fire: Little Lake Fire was 

requested to assist with a vegetation fire 
in the Ukiah area; Engine 5469 responded.

07-15-18  (Hearst Willits Road) 
Vehicle accident: Little Lake Fire 

responded to an ATV accident. Upon arrival 
fire personnel assisted the medic unit at 
scene with patient care and packaging. 13 
firefighters responded for service. 

07-15-18  (Highway 101,  
mile marker 42) 

Vehicle fire: Little Lake Fire responded 
to a reported vehicle fire. Upon arrival the 
incident was not as reported. 8 firefighters 
responded for service. 

07-15-18  (Ridgewood Road)
Hazardous conditions: Little Lake Fire 

responded to a report of sparks falling 
from a powered line onto a vehicle. Upon 
arrival fire personnel searched the area 
and checked the surrounding power 
lines, as well as phone lines, for damage. 
Fire personnel were unable to locate the 
reported issue. 10 firefighters responded 
for service. 

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department handled 233 incidents in this 
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

July 9
9:02 am: Officers initiated a missing 

person investigation in the 100 block of 
Creekside Court.

10:19 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity near the intersection 
of Hazel Street and South Main Street.

10:47 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
East Oak Street.

1:27 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1200 block of South 
Main Street.

2:30 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

2:28 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

11:05 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 1300 block of 
South Main Street.

11:07 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 100 block of 
East Mendocino Avenue.
July 10

7:21 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Marcela Drive.

9:45 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 200 block of 
East San Francisco Avenue.

10:03 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 400 block of Mill Street.

2:28 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle 
theft investigation in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

4:13 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle 
theft investigation in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

4:29 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of Barbara 
Lane.

8:17 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of harassment in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

11:34 pm: WILLIAMS, Danny Eugene 
(40) of Willits was contacted in the 100 
block of Holly Street. He was arrested on 
misdemeanor charges of failure to appear 
and violation of probation.
July 11

12:01 am: JOHNSON, Andrew James 
(20) of Tulare, California was contacted 
in the 1400 block of South Main Street. 
He was arrested pursuant to 647 (F) PC 

(Public Intoxication) and on misdemeanor 
charges of disorderly conduct (alcohol).

1:28 am: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 100 block of 
East Mendocino Avenue.

11:57 am: KELSAY, Jeremy Ray (36) of 
Cloverdale was contacted in the 200 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 459 PC (Burglary), 496 PC 
(Receiving Stolen Property), and on felony 
charges of grand theft (money/property).

12:23 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 1500 block of 
South Main Street.

2:12 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of illegal dumping in the 21000 block of 
Baechtel Road.

2:49 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of illegal camping near the intersection of 
Wood Street and School Street.

3:09 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an assault in the 1200 block of South 
Main Street.

7:56 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation near the intersection 
of East Valley Street and Railroad Avenue.

9:59 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an assault in the 200 block of State 
Street.

10:33 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 300 block of Boscabelle 
Avenue.
July 12

7:54 am: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

10:54 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of 
Wood Street.

2:14 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of harassment in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

2:30 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Barbara Lane.

4:05 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 400 block of 
East Commercial Street.

6:56 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of Mill 
Creek Drive.

7:39 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 600 block of 
East Commercial Street.
July 13

3:43 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 1000 block of 
South Main Street.

7:17 am: Officers initiated a theft 

Read the rest of
WPD Over on page 13
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TRANSPORTATION

•Wheelchair accessible bus
 and van
•Door-to-door service
•Driver helps carry groceries or packages if needed
•Available for 55 and older as well as disabled that are 18
 and older

THRIFT STORE

We do pick up donations
if you are unable to bring 

them in.
Please call 707-459-2176
to make arrangements.

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

COME SEE US FOR LUNCH!

To banks, medical
appointments, stores

459-5556 • 1501 Baechtel Road

1637 South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490
“You Want We’ll Get, Just Ask”

Gregg, Jason, Matt or Joel • 459-0565

“The Little Store That Has
So Much More”

S&S
AUTO REPAIR & TRANSMISSION

Automotive repair at a price that’s fair!

Owner-Technicians
Joel Sylvia
Gregg Stebbins

Business Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm
Email: ssautorepair@comcast.net

1637 South Main Street, Willits, CA 95490 • (707) 459-1853

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Serving Mendocino County since 1976.
551 South Orchard Avenue • Ukiah • 707-462-4000

Each offi  ce is independently owned and operated.

Sunday • July 22, 2018 • 1:00-3:00 p.m.
OPEN HOUSE

Hosted by: Nikki Pardini
DRE #01986139

707-293-5633

Immaculate Pine Mountain 1,620 sq. ft,
3 BD, 2BA custom home on 2+ acres,
located just minutes from town. The
home features a living room with open beam ceilings and master suite on the main 
level. The detached 1,500 sq. ft. garage is a car collectors dream & includes an 
engineered maintenance pit. It has sheet-rocked walls & ceiling that are taped, 
textured & painted, could be converted to guest house. $459,000

4800
Ridgewood Road

Willits

Off ered by: Gary Nix
DRE #00443632

707-391-5235

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Movie Times for 7/20 thru 7/26                                 This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

Next Week:
Mission Impossible:

Fallout

HOTEL
TRANSYLVANIA 3

(PG) 1 hr 25 mins
Fri-Thurs:

2:45, 5:00, & 7:15pm

(PG13) 1 hr 43mins
Fri/Sat:

3:00, 5:30 & 8:00pm
Sun-Thurs:

2:00, 4:30 & 7:00pm

SKYSCRAPER

(PG13) 1 hr 58mins
Fri/Sat:

3:15, 5:50 & 8:30pm
Sun-Thurs:

2:15, 4:50 & 7:30pm

ANT-MAN
& THE WASP

Birth 
announcement

River of 
Life

Congratulations to Tim 
and Jacqueline Cooper 
of Ridgewood Ranch, 
who welcomed the first 
thoroughbred descendant 
of Seabiscuit born at 
Ridgewood Ranch in 70 
years. 

River of Life, a bay filly, 
was born May 11, 2018 
out of Bronze Sea and 
is by 2009 Santa Anita 
Handicap winner, Einstein, a 
descendant of War Admiral.

The descendants of 
Seabiscuit are part of the 

Lil’ Biscuit breeding program and are available for viewing 
by reservation during guided historic walking tours of 
Ridgewood Ranch, Saturday mornings from June through 
September. For more information or reservations email 
seabiscuit@instawave.net or visit www.seabiscuitheritage.
org.

Cooper, who is the former president of the Seabiscuit 
Heritage Foundation, has been breeding Lil’ Biscuits since 
2003. 
At left, top: This photo of Bronze Sea and her filly, River of Life, is 
included in a display featuring Seabiscuit and Ridgewood Ranch 
at the California State Fair in Sacramento, July 13 through 29.  
At left: River of Life at Ridgewood Ranch, home of Seabiscuit.

Photos by Matt Holzhauer

Congrats
Local Team Roping 

winners at  
Lake County Rodeo

Two Willits cowboys, Jim 
Bean and Walt Neisen, earned 
silver spurs for their team 
roping efforts at the Lake 
County Rodeo held at the 
fairgrounds in Lakeport on July 
13 and 14. 

Along with the spurs, an 
additional purse of $500 was 
awarded to the winners. 
At right: Roping heeler, Jim Bean, 
left, stands with roping partner and 
header, Walt Neisen, center, and 
Lake County Rodeo president and 
award presenter, Adam Peters.

Congrats
Local Team Roping 

winners at  
Willits Frontier 
Days Rodeo

After two days of competition, 
the roping pair of header 
Anthony McKemy of Willits 
and heeler Trent Watkins of 
Lakeport won the local team 
roping division at the 92nd 
annual Willits Frontier Days 
CCPRA rodeo. Their fastest 
time earned them checks and 
engraved silver buckles.
At left: Anthony McKemy, left, 
poses with Willits Frontier Days 
Sweetheart Lilah Garman, and 
Trent Watkins, right.

“We’ll call the fire contained,” incident 
command reported over the scanner at 
12:40 pm that afternoon. 

Skunk Train conductors and singers 
Greg and Malakai Schindel, both working 
the train that morning, were among those 
who called in the fire after a couple of kids 
riding the train noticed white smoke on the 
hill besides the tracks.

Initial responders described the fire as 
2 acres, with the potential for 10 acres, 
and said it had reached the ridgeline and 
was “bumping into timber.”

The fire started right at the tracks of the 
Skunk Train, said Little Lake Fire Chief 
Chris Wilkes who, along with Deputy Little 
Lake Fire Chief John Thomen, were the 
first responders on the scene. “We had 
pretty severe access issues,” Wilkes said. 
“How we were going to attack the fire was 
a problem. But we got good help from 
[CalFire] copter 101 to help us define the 
area to get up to the fire.”

CalFire dispatch was asked to contact 
the California Western Railroad and ask 
for permission to be able to drive up the 
tracks. “We sent two engines that had to 
straddle the tracks,” Wilkes said. “Every 
time we ‘foul the tracks’ – as they call it – 
we have to get permission.”

Multiple resources continued to check 
in with dispatch as they arrived on scene. 
According to Tricia Austin of CalFire’s 
Mendocino Unit, the initial response 
included 11 fire engines, two water 
tenders, two hand crews, two dozers, four 
chief officers, one helicopter (HEL101 out 
of Howard Forest Station), one air attack, 
and two tankers (85 and 86, which flew 
up from Sonoma County), with 107 total 
personnel on the initial attack. 

One firefighter was treated for heat 
exhaustion. CalFire is still investigating 
the cause of the fire, Austin said. 

Around 10:45 am, Brooktrails Fire Chief 
Darryl Schoeppner called in a request for 
a reverse 911 call to go out to residents 
of Brooktrails, assuring them there was 
no need to evacuate. “I had gotten to the 
fire on the back side,” he said, “by going 
through the back of the KOA, and I could 
see the fire was quite a distance from 
Primrose. 

“I could see the helicopter working 
very well,” he said, “making very good 
turnarounds, getting water from the pond 
and going back to the fire. And the air 
tankers were making some very good 
drops. They did really well at getting a 
handle on this right off the bat, which is 
extremely important.

“We did have a lot of smoke that was 
in the Primrose [Drive] area,” Chief 
Schoeppner continued, “and I wanted 
people to know they were safe, things 
were fine, and there was no reason for 
people to evacuate.”

Schoeppner said his department was 
planning to try to use the reverse 911 call 
system more frequently this year, to give 
residents a heads up. “We try to update 
our web site, but we’re sometimes busy 
fighting the fire, and don’t have the time,” 
he said.

Chief Wilkes agreed the air tankers 
were very helpful, as well as the CalFire 
bulldozer. “The dozer was a big help,” he 
said, “both the air drops from the tankers 
and the dozer were on it. CalFire did a 
really good job.” 

Eleven members of Little Lake Fire 
responded to the call, along with engines 
5468 and 5469, and water tenders 5494 
and 5493. 

Although National Weather Service had 
not put up a red flag warning for wind on 
Saturday, Wilkes said there was a bit of 
wind, which was a concern. “At one point 
I took the wind up on the top of the hills, 
and it was consistent 2 to 5 mph winds, 
with gusts up to 10 mph,” he said.

The location of this fire was one where 
firefighters have seen fires before, which 
is an advantage, Wilkes said. “We’ve had 
that fire before,” he said, “not at that exact 
location, but in that area multiple times. 
Fireman are always trying to pay attention 
to where we’ve seen fires before, and we 
have a pretty good idea of what’s there.

“This year though,” the chief said, “with 
the grasses and the fuel loading, I don’t 
think we should make assumptions. Until 
we get forward progress stopped, I’m not 
going to assume that we know what a fire 
is going to do – there are too many factors 
this year.”

Mendocino County residents are urged 
to sign up for the reverse 911 system at 
the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
website: You can choose alerts to come 
via phone, email or text. Go to www.
mendocinosheriff.com and scroll down 
a bit to the “Click Here to Sign up to our 
Emergency Alert System” link. 

The rest of
Fire From Page1
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of new rules.
The draft regulations would 

allow pot retailers to deliver 
marijuana anywhere in California, 
no matter what city or county rules 
say. They also would allow medical 
marijuana patients to buy edibles 
infused with cannabis more potent 
than currently permitted under 
state law.

If approved by state regulators, 
the proposed permanent 
regulations will replace 
“emergency” rules under which 
California’s multibillion-dollar 
industry has been operating this 
year. The public has 45 days to 
comment in writing or at one of 10 
hearings to be held throughout the 
state on the proposed permanent 
cannabis rules before they’re 
adopted.

Last week’s action marked the 
state’s fourth round of developing 
regulations for the cannabis 
industry. Rules had been drafted for 
the medical marijuana sector, but 
were scrapped after Californians 
voted to approve recreational 
marijuana in November 2016. 
The state released its first round 
of emergency regulations in 
November 2017, then made 
changes when they extended 
those emergency rules in May.

The state hopes to get final 
rules in place by the end of the 
year.

The proposed non-emergency 
regulations and rulemaking 
documents have been posted to 
California’s Cannabis Portal and 
may be viewed at https://cannabis.
ca.gov/cannabis-regulations/

The county working group spent 
much of its 105-minute July 12 
meeting discussing its charge and 
the extent of its powers. 

Laytonville attorney Hannah 
Nelson proposed the group 
ask supervisors’ permission for 
“flexibility” to work on whatever 
the group feels like working on. 

County CEO Carmel Angelo 
told Nelson and the group that 
idea probably wouldn’t fly. 

There was general consensus 
the working groups needed more 
structure, and Angelo agreed 
more structure was desirable. 

“Part of the reason there is so 
little structure to these groups 
is,” she said, “I thought these 
groups would be simpler and 
quicker groups, that it would be, 
‘Boom! Boom! Boom! Here is the 
question, here is the answer.’ I 
didn’t think the process would 
be so extensive. Clearly, since 
these groups are going to be 
around forever, there will be more 
structure. There has to be.”

The county created four 
cannabis working groups in 
August 2017: one to work on 
track-and-trace issues; one 
to work on county building 
requirements related to cannabis 
cultivation and production; the 
overlay working group, and the 
State Requirements Cannabis 
Working Group. 

The track-and-trace working 
group meets bi-monthly “preparing 
recommendations regarding the 
county’s local track-and-trace 
system,” Angelo said.

The building requirements 
group is “working on a frequently 
asked questions list and wants 
to recommend to the board of 
supervisors a reduction in ag 
exempt building fees.”

The overlay working group met 
with consultants from Michael 
Baker International, contracted 
by the county to draft the overlay 
zone amendments. Proposed 
overlay zone amendments were 
presented to the supervisors in 
June. 

State Requirements Cannabis 
Working Group members 
expressed some confusion about 
their role following formation of 
a board of supervisors ad hoc 
committee on cannabis matters. 
Some members questioned the 
advisability of undertaking another 
round of meetings when the ad 
hoc committee could presumably 
claim any subject it wanted, 
despite a July 10 declaration by 

supervisors that the committee 
would discuss only items not 
being discussed by the four 
working groups. 

Working group members also 
complained about the difficulty of 
participating on multiple groups 
simultaneously. Several members 
broached the idea of combining all 
the working groups into one body; 
others opposed the idea.

Nelson favored creating a group 
that would meet independently 
and more frequently in a separate 
forum and could act as a hub 
between the different working 
groups. However, that idea 
received no support. 

After a good bit of discussion, 
Angelo told working group 
members the discussion they 
were having was the same as 
that which had occurred during 
another working group meeting 
earlier the same day.

Mendocino County Department 
of Agriculture Program 
Administrator Chevon Homes 
then broached the idea of each 
working group sending delegates 
or representatives to the cannabis 
ad hoc committee meetings. 
Holmes’ idea won general support. 

In the final moments of the 
meeting, Angelo asked group 
members what recommendations 
they wished to make to 
supervisors. Most agreed they 
wanted the board to create 
two new working groups: the 
Transferability Working Group, 
possibly renamed the Property 
Ownership Change Working 
Group, and the Microbusiness 
Working Group.

“Transferability” refers to the 
ability of a cannabis grower 
who grows on resource lands – 
including lands in the Rangeland, 
Forest Land or Timber Production 
zoning districts – to transfer their 
cannabis cultivation permit with 
the title to their property when they 
sell their land. 

Currently, permit transfers are 
restricted to family members 
and members of an estate trust. 
Cannabis industry proponents 
have long pleaded with supervisors 
to liberalize transferability, but the 
board has resisted doing so. 

“Microbusiness” refers to 
the vertical integration of 
cannabis business enterprises, 
which is allowed but restricted 
under the cannabis facilities 
code. Industry proponents 
have long asked supervisors 
to liberalize the regulations 
affecting microbusinesses. While 
supervisors have expressed 
sympathy for the general concept, 
they have so far failed to act to the 
extent requested.

The State Requirements 
Working Group will meet again on 
Thursday, August 2.

The Bureau of Cannabis 
Control has scheduled a hearing 
on the new draft regulations 
from 10 am to noon on August 7 
at the Oakland Airport Hilton, 1 
Hegenberger Road, Oakland; a 
California Department of Public 
Health hearing is set at 10 am on 
August 20 at 901 Myrtle Avenue 
in Eureka; while the California 
Department of Food and 
Agriculture has scheduled a July 
24 hearing from 1 to 3 pm at the 
Adorni Center, 1011 Waterfront 
Drive, Eureka.

Written comments regarding the 
draft regulations may be mailed to 
the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture, Attn: Amanda 
Brown, CalCannabis Cultivation 
Licensing Division, Proposed 
Cannabis Cultivation Regulations, 
P.O. Box 942871, Sacramento, 
CA 94271.

Emailed comments may be 
submitted to “Comments on 
Cannabis Cultivation Regulations” 
at CalCannabisRegs@cdfa.
ca.gov.

For more information, visit 
h t tps : / /cannabis .ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/13/2018/07/
CDFA-How- to-Submi t -Your -
Comments.pdf

The last day for submitting 
public comments by mail or email 
is Monday, August 27, at 5 pm.

School lunches ‘a mixed 
bag,’ GJ report finds

The Mendocino County Office of Education needs to hire 
a registered dietician to serve as a full-time nutrition services 
director to assist all 11 county school districts in reducing 
costs and improving the quality of service to children, a May 
29 grand jury report found. 

“Federal and state reimbursements 
for school meal programs do not meet 
all costs for 10 of the 11 county school 
districts,” the report found, and “districts 

have to use unrestricted funds to pay for staff and program 
needs.”

Hiring a nutrition services director would “reduce program 
costs to smaller districts,” the report argued. “For example,” 
it says, “the director could contract for uniform computer 
software for student identification, nutrition education, and 
menu development,” while ensuring “joint food contracts and 
bulk ordering would reduce program costs and improve the 
quality of food served to county students.”

Every three years the California Department of Education 
monitors meal programs in each school to ensure conformity 
to state regulations, the grand jury report points out. 
“Irregularities and program noncompliance result in financial 
penalties that compound the financial burden on school 
districts’ unrestricted funds,” it noted. 

More than 60 percent of Mendocino County schoolchildren 
are eligible for free or reduced-cost meals, including breakfast, 
lunch and snacks, and some may be offered dinner each 
school day, the report states.

Even so, the grand jury report noted that “all children eligible 
for free or reduced-cost meals did not take a meal; some did 
not care for the menu offering on a particular day, and often 
eligible families did not complete the form to apply for free or 
reduced-cost meals.” 

California’s Education Code requires “all public school 
districts and county superintendents of schools to make 
available, free or at a reduced price, one nutritionally adequate 
meal to each needy student every school day,” the report 
noted. A needy student is one who qualifies under specified 
family size and income standards.

High-poverty schools and school districts are permitted to 
adopt federal school meal provisions that allow the breakfast 
and lunch to be served at no cost to all enrolled pupils without 
the burden of collecting applications.

The grand jury undertook its investigation, according to the 
report, because of “potential changes to county school meal 
programs under the proposed federal HR 610, which would 
repeal the National School Lunch Program” and replace it with 
a voucher system.

The grand jury visited kitchens and dining rooms in five 
school districts, including Willits Unified School District and 
Round Valley Unified School District.

The grand jury found that “staff of the … school districts 
visited were familiar” with relaxed USDA requirements that 
allow schools to serve low-fat flavored milk, have fewer 
restrictions on salt content, and no longer be limited to only 
whole grains. However, school staffs “were not aware of the 
proposed changes to federal legislation contained in HR 610.”

Managers of school meal programs expressed concern 
about upcoming visits from the California Department of 
Education inspectors, the report noted. The department 
inspects the food programs every three years, and if inspectors 
“find inadequacies or errors, they can fine the schools and 
subtract the fine from future meal reimbursements.”

“Nutrition managers expressed concern that children’s 
preferences were for foods that did not meet the requirements. 
For example, if the inspector finds a pattern of students not 
selecting three of the five food groups, the meals for that 
school or district are not counted for reimbursement for the 
school year.”

Government reimbursements are “insufficient to cover all 
related expenditures for meals, beyond food costs,” the report 
found. “Most school districts must use unrestricted district 
funds to cover labor and operational costs,” and in some 
districts” this exceeds 50 percent of the total meals budget.”

School superintendents’ major concern is for educational 
program costs, the report noted, and food program needs are 
assigned lower priority, forcing a choice between “bananas or 
books.” 

School superintendents have used various means to 
increase reimbursements to meal budgets. The Willits Unified 
School District, for instance, provides free meals to reduced-
cost meal students because the accounting costs are greater 
than the reimbursement received.

With the community eligibility provision of SB138, the three 
largest districts are considering applying to the state for 
universal free meals for all students in the district. “Willits is 
studying the financial implications since [its] current program 
requires $240,000 of unrestricted funds.” 

In Round Valley, all students are entitled to free breakfast, 
lunch and supper each school day, the report noted. However, 
approximately 20 percent to 50 percent of children “choose 
not to eat the meals offered.”

In school districts that serve meals to students who do not 
qualify for free meals, administrators reported non-payment 
by some parents for meals served, noting that “while this debt 
may be substantial and affects the districts’ meal budgets, all 
managers stated no child is turned away for lack of payment.”

Most of the schools visited reported difficulties with children 
not taking proper care of food service implements and 
properly disposing of waste. “At Willits High School, students 
were so accustomed to throwing away meal packaging they 
threw away bowls and metal utensils,” the report noted. “To 
cut down on loss, garbage can lids were modified so bowls 
would not fit.” 

At Baechtel Grove Middle School, an entrée, a salad bar, 
fruit, and milk were available, however “no trays were given 
to students that would enable them to carry more than one 
food item,” the report found. “If a student [took] an entrée in 

Dan McKee
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Lunches Over on page 15
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Thursday, July 19
Willits Farmers Market: At the City Parking Lot, 
just north of Main Street Music, Thursday, July 19, 
3 to 6 pm. Veggies, strawberries from Redwood 
Valley, local meats and local grains, fresh fish from 
Fort Bragg, dinner, savory and sweet baked goods, 
including handcrafted bread, gift items, jams and 
jellies and savory preserves, balsamic vinegars, 
artisan and fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted 
iced coffee, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live 
music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
“Reinventing Power”: Now and Then Film Series 
presents this new documentary produced by Transit 
Pictures for the Sierra Club. “Its focus is not to preach 
about the morality of renewable energy, how it will 
save the Earth, polar bears, and piping plovers, 
but how renewables are helping people find new 
economic opportunities that benefit themselves and 
their communities. It is a film designed to extinguish 
the fears about renewables fostered by fossil fuel 
companies and replace it with an acceptance of the 
benefits that will flow from a transition to renewable 
energy.” A discussion will follow the film. Suggested 
donation $5 to $20. Serving heirloom organic 
popcorn with real organic butter. Thursday, July 19, 
7 pm, Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. 
****Shanachie Pub: The Giardinelli Hot Club, 
featuring Allen Giardinelli, influenced by Gypsy jazz 
and Mississippi Delta Blues, tinged with rock and 
Americana influences. Visit www.giardinellihotclub.
com. Thursday, July 19, at 8 pm. 50B South Main 
Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant.

Friday, July 20
Willits Bypass Mitigation Lands Tours: The 
second in a series of tours led by project interpreter 
Marisela de Santa Anna, July 20, 10 am to 12 pm. 
Meet at the Safeway parking lot. Discussion with 
guest speaker, Maureen Doyle, Caltrans associate 
mitigation specialist/botanist, on the mitigation 
process for the creation of wetlands for the Willits 
bypass project, and the long-term goals for creation 
areas. Picnic lunch will be held at the Rec Grove 
Park, after the tour at 12:30 pm. Bring your own 
lunch. Group size will be limited to 25 persons. Sign 
up by email, mdsa1955@gmail.com or text to 707-
841-7172.
Shanachie Pub: Rubber Tramp, upbeat garage 
rock gospel punk from the Bay Area: “Desperate 
nostalgia meets reckless abandon.” Friday, July 
20, at 9 pm. 50B South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant.

Saturday, July 21
“Art in the Plaza”: Debuting 
July 21 and 22, 9 am to 4 pm, 
and continuing every weekend 
through September. Come see 
local artists and artisans – free 
– in the congenial plaza behind 
Café 77. Info: www.artintheplaza.
com. Umbrellas are permanent 

on site to provide shade and backdrop. Spaces are 
available for artists to sell their handmade goods 
(up to 10 artists each weekend). The spaces will be 
4 x 8 and 7 x 8. Info: contact Morgan Rex at 841-
0913 or see the application online.
Free Sports Physicals: Sports physicals will be 
held Saturday, July 21 and again on Saturday, 
July 28, both from 8 am to noon, at Adventist 
Health Howard Memorial Medical Office (formerly 
Redwood Medical Clinic). Call 456-3185 to make 
an appointment. No charge. A “Back to School Fair” 
on July 21, with additional free vision screening, 
diabetes and BMI screening, dental education 
by Little Lake Health Center, free haircuts for all 
students by Judy and her team from Mirror Mirror 
on the Wall, and free backpacks for all. Please 
note, the Back to School Fair is only offered on July 
21. Sports physicals are required for any student 
wanting to participate in sports and are aimed at 
detecting problems that might pose a health hazard.

*Relay for Life of Mendocino County: “Join us 
for our annual Relay For Life of Mendocino County 
event! This 24-hour “team event to fight cancer” is a 
fundraiser for the American Cancer Society where 
we celebrate our local cancer survivors, remember 
those we’ve lost, and fight back against cancer! 
Join or form a team, or simply come out and have 
some fun with us! This is a family friendly event, with 
lots of fun activities for all ages!” 10 am Saturday, 
July 21 through 10 am Sunday, July 22 at the Rec 
Grove, East Commercial Street. Info: relayforlife.
org/mendocinocountyca
Willits Community Theatre auditions: The Willits 
Community Theatre 
will hold auditions for 
two plays which are 
part of “Visions from 
the Edge,” a one-act 
play festival to be 
performed in repertory, 
from September 27 
through October 21. 
Auditions will be held at 
the Willits Community 
Theatre Playhouse, 37 
West Van Lane, Saturday, July 21 at 1 pm. “Blackbird” 
is a hard-hitting drama about the reunion of two ex-

lovers who had an age inappropriate affair. Ray, 56, 
is living under an assumed identity. Una is 27. Info: 
director Mathew Caine at 310-691-2559. “Spoofing 
for Gordon” is about life and death issues. Ten years 
prior to the play, a group of friends entered into an 
agreement, binding them all to assisted suicide in 
the event that any of them became terminally ill. 
“Spoofing for Gordon” director Gloriann Lucero 
is looking for 1 woman and 3 men who can play 
late 40s to early 50s. 
Scripts will be available 
at the Willits Library 
beginning July 12. For 
more information about 
“Spoofing for Gordon” call 
Lucero at 456-9654. 
Mendocino Makers Fair: 
a celebration of all things 
handmade takes place in 
Laytonville on Saturday, 
July 21 and every third 
Saturday each month. 2 
to 6 pm at the south end 
of Laytonville at 44440 
Highway 101, next to 
The Big Chief. Street art 
painting demos, music 
& eats! “Support income opportunities for local 
makers and artisans as our community navigates 
shits in our local economy.… Encouraging 
travelers to stop, get out of their vehicles, walk 
around the galley, utilize the services in our small 
rural town, and invite commerce.” Vendors info: 
hillfreakproductions@gmail.com.
Sherwood Valley Casino: The Black Horse 
Blues Band out of Ukiah will be performing at the 

casino, 100 Kawi Place, 6 
to 9 pm. Play 50 points on 
your player’s club card and 
receive a ½ off BBQ meal 
coupon. Play 100 points on 
your player’s Club Card and 
receive a free BBQ meal 
(BBQ 5 to 8 pm).
Shanachie Pub: Wyatt 
Act, SlamRock from 
San Francisco: “Street-
corner style poetry meets 

transgressive rock.” Visit http://thewyattact.com. 
Saturday, July 21, at 9 pm. 50B South Main Street, 
behind Adam’s Restaurant.

Sunday, July 22
Little Lake Grange Pancake Breakfast: “Join 
your friends at the Little Lake Grange Pancake 
Breakfast, 8 to 11 am, Sunday, July 22 (and every 
fourth Sunday through October). $8 buys you a plate 
of the best ‘scratch’ pancakes & local farm eggs to 
be found anywhere around. Our tasty breakfast is 

a wonderful combination of comfort foods”: Choose 
sourdough wholegrain, Hank’s Famous Buttermilk 
Pancakes or Gluten-Free, Beeler’s Quality Bacon, 
organic local farm fresh eggs, real butter, juice, 
organic coffee or tea.” $8; $7 seniors, $5 children 
under 10. Extra: sides of organic fruit and Amish 
organic maple syrup. Live music. Little Lake 
Grange #670, 291 School Street (2 blocks south of 
Commercial Street; 1 block west of Main Street)

“Art in the Plaza”: 9 
am to 4 pm, in the plaza 
behind Café 77. See 
Saturday, July 21 listing 
for details. 
The Quitters: the 
Americana acoustic/
electric guitar duo of 
Stevie Coyle and Glenn 
Houston performs at the 
Willits Community Theatre 
on Sunday, July 22 at 2 
pm. “Now they have joined 
forces, to the delight of 
California audiences, to 
become a right-handed, 
right-side-up finger-

picking and left-handed upside-down flat-picking 
twosome. Their guitar sound is mostly acoustic, 
with some electric and what they like to term ‘much 
serendipity.’” Advance tickets $20; available in 
person at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street,; online at 
brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 24/7 at 1-800-
838-3006. Tickets also available at the door until 
sold out. The WCT playhouse is located at 37 West 
Van Lane (behind Shanachie Pub).

Tuesday, July 24
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: 
All 2D movies that are in their second week 
are $5 on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all 
ages, all showings. This week, all three movies, 
“Skyscraper,” “Hotel Transylvania 3” and “Ant-Man 
& the Wasp,” are $5 for all shows. For showtimes: 
www.noyotheatre.com. 57 East Commercial Street. 
459-6696.
Shanachie Pub: Leza: “A Brazilian psych-pop/
surf rock band formed in São Paulo, with multiple 
influences - from California bands 
to Brazilian Tropicalia sounds.” 
Tuesday, July 24, at 8 pm. 50B 
South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant.

Wednesday, July 25
Back to School Immunization 
Clinic: Mendocino County 
Public Health’s Back to School 
Immunization Clinic is recommended for all 

children entering school, especially those entering 
kindergarten and seventh grade. Program is free to 
children 0 to 18 years who are eligible for MediCal 
or uninsured. By appointment only: 707-472-2681. 
Wednesday, July 25, 474 East Valley Street.

Thursday, July 26
Vacation Bible School 
Day Camp: Agape 
Bible Church, 290 
South Lenore Avenue, 
Thursday, July 26, 9 am 
to 1 pm. Kindergarten to 
grade 6. Information and 
registration: 459-1905.
Willits Farmers Market: 
At the City Parking Lot, 
just north of Main Street 
Music, Thursday, July 
19, 3 to 6 pm. Veggies, 
strawberries from Redwood Valley, local meats 
and local grains, fresh fish from Fort Bragg, 
dinner, savory and sweet baked goods, including 
handcrafted bread, gift items, jams and jellies and 
savory preserves, balsamic vinegars, artisan and 
fair trade chocolates, Willits-
roasted iced coffee, crafts, 
knitted goods and jewelry, 
live music, the new edition of 
Willits Weekly, and more. 

Friday, July 27
Shanachie Pub: Night 
Animals: “six-piece funk 
band from San Francisco 
[performing] infectious original 
material and electrifying 
covers.” Friday, July 27, at 
9 pm. 50B South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant.

Saturday, July 28
Free Sports Physicals: Sports physicals will be 
held Saturday, July 28, 8 am to noon, at Adventist 
Health Howard Memorial Medical Office (formerly 
Redwood Medical Clinic). See Saturday, July 21 
listing for details.

“Art in the Plaza”: 9 am to 
4 pm, in the plaza behind 
Café 77. See Saturday, July 
21 listing for details. 
Mendocino Cannabis Job 
Fair: Mendocino Cannabis 
Resource is hosting a 
2nd countywide Cannabis 
Job Fair to help connect 
emerging cannabusinesses 

and prospective employees. Companies looking to 

hire full-time, part-time, seasonal 
and independent contractors for 
a range of positions including: 
a c c o u n t a n t / b o o k k e e p e r , 
administrator, human resources, 

consultant, budtenders, drivers, extraction techs, 
environmental scientist, head growers, farm/garden 
labor, etc. Regular entry is free. Limited number 
of $10 early-entry tickets available. Tickets and 
registration at Eventbrite or at the door. July 28, 1 to 
4 pm, 11 am for early entry. Little Lake Grange, 291 
School Street. Info: Mendocino Cannabis Resource/

Karen Byars at 707-223-4367 or 
mendocinocannabisresource@
gmail.com. 
Shanachie Pub: Tay & The 
JangLahDahs with special guests: 
“mixing colorful, harmonic blends 
of Folk, Rock, Soul and Psych 
into a timeless, freak-folk spirit-of-
advice.” Visit www.facebook.com/
TayandtheJanglahDahs. Saturday, 
July 28, at 9 pm. 50B South Main 
Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant.

Sunday, July 29
“Art in the Plaza”: 9 am to 4 pm, in the plaza 
behind Café 77. See Saturday, July 21 listing for 
details. 

Summer Pops Community 
Sing-Along: The first Willits 
Summer Pops Community 
Sing-Along is set for Sunday, 
July 29, 6 to 7:30 
pm, at the Little 
Lake Grange, 
291 School 
Street. All ages 
invited. Adults 
$10; children 
free. Sing along 
to a broad array 

of popular songs from Broadway 
musicals to old camp sing-a-long ditties 
and rounds. Folk tunes and  favorite 
blues as well as a few early ’50s and 
’60s rock & roll oldies!” Sponsored by 
the American Association of University 
Women, Willits, supporting college 
scholarships for Willits girls and 
Tech Trek camperships for seventh-
grade girls. With Don Fiers, piano 
accompanist, and Nancy New, on 
guitar.

AT THE MOVIES

‘Skyscraper’
The Story: A “family at risk” and “daddy’s a hero” 
action thriller. Will Sawyer (Dwayne Johnson) 
has a small security company in Hong Kong. 
He is hired to evaluate and certify the safety of 
the world’s tallest building, known as “the Pearl.” 
Sawyer, his naval surgeon wife, Sarah (Neve 
Campbell), and their two children live in the Pearl 
way way high up. Nefarious bad guys for hidden 
reasons set fire to the skyscraper. Then, they try 
to kill Sawyer, but he’s “The Rock,” so that ain’t 
happening. Rescues are happening. Daring and 

death-defying acrobatic 
rescue stunts and bad 
guy fracases involving 
guns and knives lead to 

a happy ending … but it’s certainly touch and 
go.
My Thoughts: This flick is a cross-breed hybrid 
of “The Towering Inferno” and “Die Hard 1.” It 
aims to be a fast-paced thriller with cliffhanger 
stunts, and it achieves its aim. I, as do so many 
others, really like Dwayne Johnson. He’s a 
sympathetic hyper-muscular guy who plays both 
tender and tough. He can do hero as well as 
anybody in the movies. It’s good seeing Neve 
Campbell after so many years; she’s intense 
and she can do tough when it’s called for. Her 

hand-to-hand combat 
skills are quite believable. 
I enjoyed the flick. It’s a 
comforting old-fashioned 
thriller we’ve all seen 
before that goes down 
easy … like butter on 
movie house popcorn.
Parents: Too scary for 
little children. 10-year-
olds and up. It has values 
which celebrate courage, 
and it asserts that love of 
family conquers all. 
Willitsian Daniel Essman 
prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom 
of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

What’s Happening Around Town

Senior 
Center 
Lunch

Week of July 23 through July 27
Monday: Philly Cheese Steak 
Tuesday: Chicken Bacon Melt
Wednesday: Parmesan  
                      Crusted Tilapia
Thursday: Mexican Lasagna
Friday: Turkey Birthday Dinner

Harrah Senior Center serves 
lunch five days per week from 
11:45 am to 1 pm. $6.50 for those 
55 and older; $8 for those under 
55. Includes soup, salad, entrée, 
vegetable, dessert, and drink. Salad 
Bar available all year. 1501 Baechtel 
Road. Info: 459-6826.

Relay for Life of Mendocino County
July 21 to July 22

“Relay is a team fundraising event where team members take turns 
walking around a track or designated path. Each event is 6-24 hours 
in length, and each team is asked to have a member on the track at 
all times to signify that cancer never sleeps. Cancer patients don’t 
stop because they’re tired, and for one night, neither do we. Each 
team sets up a themed campsite at the event and continues their 
fundraising efforts by collecting donations for food, goods, games, 
and activities. This money will count towards their overall team 
fundraising goal. Starts with the Survivor Lap, when survivors and 
people currently affected by cancer walk the track to cheers and 
support. The Caregiver Lap recognizes those who have provided 
support to loved one during cancer treatment.”

After the Survivors and Caregivers laps 
come the team members who take turns 
walking throughout the event. In addition 
to the walkers there are games, booths, 
activities and entertainment. This year 
there is a board-game themed relay. Each 
team chooses a board game to inspire 
their booths, which are also referred to as 
a campsites since many teams camp out at 
the park overnight. Saturday, July 21, 10 am 
to Sunday, July 22, 10 am at the Recreation 
Grove Park, South Lenore Street and 
Commercial Street. Info: www.relayforlife.
org/mendocinocountyca

FOWL seeks board 
members

The Friends of the Willits Library (FOWL) 
is seeking new board members. Experience 
exciting, fun volunteer work making the 
Willits library an even more effective center 
for research, entertainment, passing on 
of knowledge and skills, and information 
exchange among members of our diverse 
community. Must be able to attend meetings 
at 10 am, the third Saturday of each month.  
If you love books, believe in community, and 
are looking for a way to contribute, attend 
a few meetings to see if this opportunity is 
for you.  To inquire, call Beth at 459-6453 or 
e-mail Janey at djmit@hughes.net.

Calling All Quilts
Deadline August 3

The entry deadline for 
quilted items for the 2018 
Quilty Pleasures Quilt 
Show (August 25 and 
26) in Laytonville is fast 
approaching. Friday, August 
3 is the final day to turn 
in entry applications. For 
more information and a 
printable application form 
go to thefatquail.com or call 
The Fat Quail Quilt Shop 
in Laytonville, 707-984-
6966. The Quilty Pleasures 
Quilt Show is always a free 
event – no application fee or 
entrance free. The show is 
the last weekend of August in 
Laytonville.

San Francisco 
Mime Troupe in  
“Seeing Red”

July 19 & 21
The San Francisco Mime Troupe is on 

tour with “Seeing Red: A Time Traveling 
Musical,” which travels from the present 
day to 1912 and asks the questions: 
What will it take to get people to stop 
voting against their interests? And how 
do we overcome the divide-and-conquer 
tactics that keep us all down?” Thursday, 
July 19 at 7 pm, music starts at 6:30 pm, 
at Todd Grove Park, Ukiah (free, but 
suggested donation $20). Saturday, July 
21, at the Mateel Community Center, 
59 Rusk Lane in Redway. Doors open 
6:30 pm; Mime Troupe band at 7:30 pm; 
curtain at 8 pm. Tickets $18 in advance 
through Eventbrite, $20 at the door. 

’Musical Chairs’
August 4

A benefit performance for the 
Willits Community Services and 
Food Bank. Local musicians 
are mixing it up for the Willits 
Community Services and Food 
Bank at “Musical Chairs,” a benefit 
concert on Saturday, August 4, 7 
pm at the Willits Methodist Church 
on School Street. Acoustic trio Just 
Enough (Clancy Rash, Kate Black 
and Helen Falandes) and Twining 
Time (Anita Blu and John Wagenet) 
will take turns sharing the stage 
with some visiting back and forth 
between the players, including the 
debut blend of Anita Blu and Kate 
Black. Guitar, keyboards, ukulele 
and close harmony vocals are 
featured on a variety of folk, blues, 
Americana and country-western 
songs. Suggested donation $10, 
refreshments available. Info: Clancy 
at 367-0889.

A Midsummer 
Night’s Feast

July 24
The 4th annual Midsummer Night’s 

Feast at Yokayo Ranch on Tuesday, 
July 24 is a showcase of our region’s 
best food and culinary talent, featuring 
the people who feed our community, 
from shovel to fork. In one summer 
evening, we bring together about 20 
of the area’s “local-food-forward” chefs 
and pair them up with our best local 
farms and ranches to collaborate on 
one-of-a-kind seasonal plates. With 
local beer, wines, designer mocktails, 
and the crowd-favorite craft cocktails 
made with locally distilled spirits from 
American Craft Whiskey Distillery.

Hosted outdoors at the beautiful & 
historic Yokayo Ranch, 800 Hensley 
Creek Road, Ukiah, the evening also 
includes live music, a farm tour, and 
a silent auction. Onsite lodging is 
available for overnight guests, please 
email goodfarmfund@gmail.com for 
details. Doors open at 7 pm and the 
optional farm tour starts at 7:15 pm. 
Advance tickets: $100, includes all 
food and beverages (this event expects 
to sell out); https://gffmidsummer.
brownpapertickets.com/. No dogs 
or other pets, please. The event 
benefits the Good Farm Fund, www.
goodfarmfund.org, which provides 
economic development & emergency 
relief grants to small local food 
producers, and funds the food stamp 
match program at our local farmers 
markets.

 – Submitted by the  
Good Farm Fund

Call for Entries
“Out of the Ashes” an art show occurring in various venues, including the Mendocino County 

Museum and the Willits Center for the Arts, is calling for entries created by those affected by the 
Mendocino County fires of 2017. “Seeking a broad variety of photography, sculpture, paintings, 
drawings, collages, etc.” The shows will mount in October 2018. Submit email images by September 
13 to jamoscariello8@gmail.com. For info: 310-970-4517.

Reggae on the River 
lineup

Tickets are now on sale for this 
year’s Reggae on the River, which 
will feature Iration, Busy Signal, 
The Original Wailers, Arrested 
Development, Bambaata Marley, 
Cham, Don Carlos and Hempress 
Sativa, Jamaican family band, 
Morgan Heritage and Jamaican 
dancehall artist, Mavado, plus 
additional artists to be announced in 
the coming weeks. From August 3-5, 2018 High 
Times will present the 34th staging of Reggae 
on the River in partnership with the Mateel 
Community Center. One of the world’s most iconic 
festival experiences that first began in 1984, the 
event is held at French’s Camp on the banks 
of the Eel River in Southern Humboldt County. 
Passes available now at reggaeontheriver.com

Night AnimalsWyatt Act

Leza
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CLASSIFIEDSLEGAL NOTICES

Willits 
Weekly 
can run 

your legal 
notices. 
Email us 
for more 

info:
WillitsWeekly@

gmail.com

The Fruit Group
Starting July 12th, 
every 2 weeks we will 
deliver Pesticide Free 
Fruit. Willits: Brenda, 
459-9335. Ukiah, 
Potter & Redwood 
Valley: Deanna, 391-
7736. Lakeport: Linda, 
279-8840. Laytonville: 
Heather, 354-4084 or 
984-7730. Covelo: Debi, 
489-0742. Brooktrails: 
Vicky, 841-1141. 

General 
Contractor / 
Handyman

Painting, deck and fence, 
stain, storage solutions, 
garage conversions, 
remodeling, insurance 
repairs, shelves, doors, 
deadbolts, backyard 
projects, playhouse, 
treehouse, closet 
makeovers, stairs, 
electrical switch and 
socket replacement, 
flooring. 707-498-6033. 
License #760370

Grass Hay for Sale
Grass hay for sale. Two 
wire bales, Barn stored. 
707-367-1817.

For Sale
Pottery Barn Seagrass 
sectional and coffee 
table: $1,800 obo. 
Seagrass wingback 
chair: $300. Oak bar 
and 6 stools: $1500. 
Large oak entertainment 
center: $500 obo. 972-
7075.

For Rent
Inner office space with 
shared waiting area. 260 
square feet, off street 
parking, Air conditioning. 
All utilities included. 
$325.00/month. 707-
354-2473

For Rent
2,000 sq ft home, 20 ac, 
on grid, 20,800 gal rain 
water storage. Legal 
grower $5K mo w $10k 
dep, non grower $2700 
mo w $5400 dep. Call 
Mars 415-577-8436

For Rent
Sweet 1 bedroom rental 
home in town. Very 
private location. Large 
yard. On-site parking 
& recently remodeled. 
$950 a month & deposit. 
707-892-3396 after 10 
am.

For Rent
Studio Cottage on the 
West side of Willits, 
easy walk to town. $800/
month includes water. 
No cigarettes or pets. 
References required. 
459-5030. 

Volunteers 
Needed

Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital is 
looking for positive 
members of the 
community to volunteer 
in the gift shop, 
in format ion/greet ing 
desk, hospitality cart and 
the garden. Hours are 
flexible and can include 
weekends. More info? 
Call 456-3245.

Volunteer 
Opportunities

The Willits Senior 
Center has many areas 
where your expertise 
and talents are needed. 
Front Desk, Thrift 
Store, Dining Room, 
Sunday Bingo, Sunday 
Breakfast, Special 
Dinners, Landscaping, 
Garden, Firewood. 
Come join our team, call 
Deb at 707-459-6826.

WE’VE MOVED!!!
Auto Mart Repair & Tire 
is now located at 1790 
S. Main Street, Willits. 
Call 707-459-1344. 

Heartfelt 
Counseling

Divora Stern LCSW, En-
ergy Psychology, (707) 
354-9911. Cognitive Be-
havioral Therapy, EFT, 
Alternative Modalities 
Available Somatic/TRE, 
Art As Therapy. Seeking 
Help As A Strength. 716 
S. Main Willits. Partner-
ship & Medicare Accept-
ed 

Amazing!!
Beef Special

John Ford Rancher’s 
Choice Box: 50 pounds 
of steaks, roasts and 
ground beef. $300 ($6/
pound), amazing deal! 
Natural ranch-raised 
grass fed beef, no 
hormones or antibiotics. 
Call now: 459-5193.

Amazing Music 
Lessons

Guitar Ukulele Drums 
Piano Voice, all ages pre-
school class too. Amazing 
Rock Band class. Private 
or group instruction. 
Sign up now at www.
amazingschoolofmusic.
com Willits, Laytonville, 
Ukiah: 707-498-6033 
Ronny Lee

Cannabis Job Fair 
Mendocino Cannabis 
Job Fair - Summer 2018: 
July 28th, Little Lake 
Grange, 291 School 
Street, Willits. 11-4 Early 
Entry - $10; 1-4 Regular 
Entry – Free. For more 
information & to register 
for the Job Fair, sign 
up to be an Employer 
Exhibitor or a Community 
Sponsor @ mendocino 
cannabisresource.com. 
Click Eventbrite link. 

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC, Macintosh, Android 
and IOS devices. 
Repairs, configuration 
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.
com. 

Esoteric 
Christianity 

Study group • The 7 
Visible and Invisible 
Worlds, Epochs, Globes 
and Periods • The Four 
Kingdoms • Involution, 
Evolution & Epigenesis 
• Occult analysis of 
Genesis & the Bible • 
More  Contact 841-0149. 

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & 
Hospice is looking to fill 
the following positions: 
PT- OT- ST & HHA 
F/T, P/T & Per Diem 
available. Call H/R Trudy 
at 707-456-3230 or apply 
online at adventisthealth.
org. 

Multi Family 
Yard Sale

A lot of good stuff, used 
and new, everything must 
go!! Stop by Saturday, 
July 21st @ 8:30 am. 300 
East Valley Street, Willits.

Office Space 
for Rent

1 large space 3400’. 
Several small offices 
100’ & 270’. Call Megan 
972-8776 or Margie 459-
6874. 

PLEASE THE BEES
Devi’s Perennials
363 Boscabelle

RV/Trailer Space 
for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers $425 per 
month, includes water 
& garbage. Close to 
Safeway in Willits. Call 
Tony (707) 354-1848. 
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

Studio Apartment 
in Willits

$800 per month, $1,000 
deposit. Proof of income 
and references required. 
No Section 8. 972-7075.

Rob-n-Hoe 
Backhoe Service

Non-contractor – 45 
years experience. Fire 
clearing, lot cleaning, 
road work, septic 
system repair, trenching, 
footings, etc. Small jobs 
OK, great rates. Call 
Rob Decker at 707-354-
3920

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog

707-367-6182, Willits

Want to add your ad to our classifieds?
It’s easy! Just email us your ad at willitsweekly@

gmail.com. Ads are $10 for 30 words for two weeks!

WW164 
Fictitious Business Name 

Statement 
2018-F0398 

The following persons are doing 
business as Luscious Beauty 
Boutique and Day Spa, 91 South 
Main Street, Willits CA 95490: 
Dawnna  Hetherington, 27981 Fox 
Road, Willits, CA 95490 and Laselle 
Spence, 1576 Padula Drive, Willits 
CA 95490. 

This business is conducted by a 
general partnership.  

The registrants commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on: 
June 29, 2018. 

Statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk on June 
29, 2018. 

s/ Dawnna Hetherington  
Pub dates: 7/5, 7/12, 7/19 and 

7/26/2018 

WW167 
Fictitious Business Name 

Statement 
2018-F0404 

The following person is doing 
business as KK Consulting, 251 
Shell Lane, Unit H, Willits CA 95490: 
Kristi Koopman, 30001 North 
Highway 101, Willits, CA 95490.  

This business is conducted by an 
individual.  

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on: N/A.  

Statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk on July 9, 
2018. 

/s/ Kristi Koopman  
Pub dates: 7/19, 7/26, 8/2 and 

8/9/2018 

WW168 
Fictitious Business Name 

Statement 
2018-F0423 

The following person is doing 
business as White Feather Press, 
222A Madden Lane, Willits CA 
95490 / P.O. Box 957, Willits CA 
95490: Earlene Gleisner, 222A 
Madden Lane, Willits CA 95490.  

This business is conducted by an 
individual.  

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above in 1996.  

Statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk on July 9, 
2018. 

/s/ Earlene Gleisner  

Pub dates: 7/19, 7/26, 8/2 and 
8/9/2018 

Current Job Openings:
Department Analyst I/II

Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Senior Public Health Nurse

Social Worker I/II/III
Social Worker IV-A/D

Social Worker Supervisor I
Social Worker Supervisor II-A/C
Supervising Public Health Nurse

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

Make sure they’re ready to 
get back in the game

Free Sports 
Physicals (

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY FOR A DAY OF HEALTH, WELLNESS AND LOTS 
OF FUN TO GET YOUR CHILDREN REALLY READY FOR SCHOOL!

Saturday, July 21 
8:00 a.m. to Noon

Adventist Health Howard Memorial Medical Office  
(formerly Redwood Medical Clinic) 

3 Marcela Drive in Willits 

FREE Sports Physicals  
Call (707) 456-3185 to make an appointment

Children must be accompanied by parent or legal guardian  
to receive services and screenings. 

Free Sports Physicals  
and other health screenings

Physicians and providers will be performing assessments to 
make sure your child is ready to play! Free and open to all 

children and youth in Mendocino County. 

Dates: July 21 and July 28 

Call: (707) 456-3185 to make an appointment.  
Walk-ins also welcome. 

Other health screenings & services 
Vision Screening  I  Dental Education provided by  
Little Lake Health Center  I  Haircuts for students 

provided by Mirror Mirror on the Wall  |  Free backpacks

& Back to School Fair

WW169 

CITY OF WILLITS 
NOTICE TO VOTERS OF DATE AFTER WHICH NO 

ARGUMENTS FOR OR AGAINST A CITY MEASURE MAY 
BE SUBMITTED TO THE CITY CLERK 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the General Municipal Election is 
to be held in the City of Willits on Tuesday, November 6, 2018, at 
which there will be submitted to the voters the following measure:  

MEASURE I: APPROVAL OF  
CANNABIS INDUSTRY TAX 

 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that pursuant to Article 4, Chapter 3, 
Division 9 of the Elections Code of the State of California, the 
legislative body of the City, or any member or members thereof 
authorized by the body, or any individual voter or bona fide 
association of citizens, or any combination of voters and 
associations, may file a written argument, not to exceed 300 words 
in length, accompanied by the printed name(s) and signature(s) of 
the author(s) submitting it, or if submitted on behalf of an 
organization, the name of the organization, and the printed name 
and signature of at least one of its principal officers who is the 
author of the argument, for or against the City measure. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that, based upon the time reasonably 
necessary to prepare and print the arguments and sample ballots 
for the election, the City Clerk has fixed Monday, July 30, 2018, 
during normal office hours, as posted, as the date after which no 
arguments for or against the City measure may be submitted to the 
clerk for printing and distribution to the voters as provided in Article 
4. Arguments shall be submitted to the City Clerk, accompanied by 
the printed name(s) and signature(s) of the author(s) submitting it, 
or if submitted on behalf of an organization, the name of the 
organization, and the printed name and signature of at least one of 
its principal officers who is the author of the argument, at the City 
Hall, 111 E. Commercial Street, Willits, California. Arguments may 
be changed or withdrawn until and including the date fixed by the 
City Clerk. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that rebuttal arguments must not 
exceed 250 words in length, and if more than one argument is 
submitted for the measure, or more than one argument against the 
measure, the City Clerk shall select the argument to be included 
with the ballot materials. Rebuttal arguments shall be permitted 
pursuant to applicable law.  
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any ordinance, impartial 
analysis, or direct argument filed under the authority of the elections 
code will be available for public examination in the City Clerk’s office 
for not less than 10 calendar days from the deadline for the filing of 
the arguments and analysis.  Any rebuttal argument filed under the 
authority of the elections code will be available for public 
examination in the City Clerk’s office for not less than 10 calendar 
days from the deadline for filing rebuttal arguments. 

/s/ Cathy Moorhead, City Clerk 
Publication Date: July 19, 2018 

To fund general municipal expenses such as 
police, fire, roads and recreation, shall the City 
of Willits tax cannabis (marijuana) businesses 
at annual rates not to exceed $10 per canopy 
square foot for cultivation (adjustable for infla-
tion), 6% of gross receipts for retail cannabis 
businesses, and 4% for all other cannabis busi-
nesses; which is expected to generate an esti-
mated $250,000 to $400,000 annually and will 
be levied until repealed by the voters or the City 
Council?  

 

YES 

 

 

 

NO 

 

Exposure to healthy food choices for children and their 
families is the goal of the Harvest of the Month Program, a 
statewide initiative of the Network for a Healthy California, 

at the Sherwood Valley Band of 
Pomo Indians. 

Twice a month, Buffey Wright, 
education director with the 

Sherwood Valley tribe, along with Malissa Donegan, 
education coordinator, and Stephanie Hopkins, health 
and lifestyle education coordinator, at the Sherwood 
Valley Koolakai Learning Center, prepare appetizing and 
nutritious snacks to share with the tribal youth and staff.

This popular activity has been so successful that it has 
led to the sharing of the Harvest of the Month Community 
Newsletter, complete with recipes, at the Sherwood Valley 
Food Program and with other tribal members. Both Wright 
and Donegan said they have really enjoyed the children’s 
positive reactions when tasting a kind of vegetable or fruit 
for the first time.

Wright is also program specialist II, with the Health and 
Human Services Agency, Community Health Education & 
Engagement program.

She has jumped in with both feet at Sherwood Valley 
to make healthy lifestyle changes the top priority for the 
tribal youth.

 She implemented the Harvest of the Month Program for 
the after-school and summer programs during the 2017-
18 school year to replace canned and prepared food with 

healthier food choices, such as fruit and vegetables.
The children and staff have so enjoyed the new choices 

that it was decided to take the program one step further 
and develop a garden on site. Wright wrote, applied for, 
and was successful in receiving a community garden 
grant from the Community Foundation of Mendocino 
County, which provided a garden shed and tools to create 
a garden in a vacant lot at Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo 
land on Sherwood Hill Drive in Willits. 

The garden shed is installed, and it holds a great variety 
of garden tools and supplies. The garden prep has been 
a big job, and work continues to get a garden established 
for the children to observe the growing and harvesting of 
vegetables and fruits for healthy lifestyle changes. 

As luck would have it, deer found a weak spot in the 
fence and raided the garden just minutes before I arrived 
to take photos of the lush garden. The deer had just been 
chased out of the garden, and Josh Maize and Rocky 
James were on hand to decide on the best way to repair 
the fence.

Recently, the Cahto Band of Pomo Indians has offered 
to donate the fencing and manpower to repair the existing 
fence. Calls had already been made to Sparetime Supply 
who graciously donated $70 worth of garden supplies 
and plants. Recently, DripWorks donated a water system. 
Deer repellent has been applied as extra protection. 

As Wright commented, “These are just a demonstration 
of bridges between the tribe and the community.”

Tribal Health
Sherwood Band of Pomo Indians work on a garden  

for the tribe’s Harvest of the Month Program

Jenny Senter
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Far left: Buffey 
Wright at her desk 
at the office of the 
Sherwood Valley 
Band of Pomo. 
At left: Malissa 
Donegan, Stephanie 
Hopkins and Rocky 
James, planting the 
first garden, as part 
of the community 
garden grant to 
further the reach of 
the tribe’s Harvest of 
the Month program
At left, below: Buffey 
Wright with Malissa 
Donegan, and 
Stephanie Hopkins, 
show off their 
beautiful garden 
shed.

Photos by  
Jenny Senter

1637 South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490
“You Want We’ll Get, Just Ask”

Gregg, Jason, Matt or Joel • 459-0565

“The Little Store That Has
So Much More”

S&S
AUTO REPAIR & TRANSMISSION

Automotive repair at a price that’s fair!

Owner-Technicians
Joel Sylvia
Gregg Stebbins

Business Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm
Email: ssautorepair@comcast.net

1637 South Main Street, Willits, CA 95490 • (707) 459-1853

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

Willits Weekly

www.willitsweekly.com

RENTED
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investigation in the 1400 block of 
Baechtel Road.

11:24 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1000 block of 
Poplar Avenue.

1:55 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 100 block of 
Highway 20.

4:11 pm: Officers responded to 
a report of an unwanted subject in 
the 200 block of East San Francisco 
Avenue.

5:08 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of North 
Main Street.

8:14 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of Kawi 
Place.

8:55 pm: Officers responded to a 
report of illegal camping in the 100 
block of Madrone Street.

10:06 pm: Officers responded to a 
report of illegal camping in the 1700 
block of South Main Street.

11:12 pm: Officers responded to a 
report of suspicious activity in the 800 
block of South Main Street.

July 14
12:04 am: Officers responded to a 

report of fireworks in the 800 block of 
Coast Street.

12:21 am: Officers initiated a 
missing person investigation in the 
100 block of East Mendocino Avenue.

1:46 am: Officers initiated a robbery 
investigation in the 1500 block of 
South Main Street.

5:48 am: Officers initiated a vehicle 
theft investigation in the 100 block of 
North Main Street.

6:28 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 800 block of South 
Main Street.

6:52 am: Officers responded to a 
report of illegal camping in the 100 
block of South Street.

7:42 am: Officers responded to a 
report of an unwanted subject in the 
1700 block of South Main Street.

10:20 am: Officers responded to a 
report of a fire near the intersection of 
Highway 20 and Cropley Lane.

10:30 am: Officers responded to a 
report of illegal camping in the 100 
block of East San Francisco Avenue.

11:28 am: Officers responded to a 
report of vandalism in the 5300 

block of Wild Iris 
Lane.

1:47 pm: Offi-
cers responded 
to a disturbance 
in the 100 block of 
North Main Street.

5:49 pm: Offi-
cers responded 
to a report of sus-
picious activity in 
the 200 block of 
South Humboldt 
Street.

7:10 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

8:09 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 100 block 
of East Mendocino Avenue.

8:56 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of Bush 
Street and issued a warning.

11:16 pm: Officers responded to a 
report of illegal camping in the 100 
block of East Commercial Street and 
issued a warning.

July 15
2:04 am: Officers responded to 

a disturbance near the intersection 
of McKinley Street and West Valley 
Street.

2:25 am: Officers responded to a 
domestic disturbance in the 100 block 
of Bush Street.

4:48 am: Officers responded to a 
report of vandalism in the 1400 block 
of South Main Street.

6:50 am: Officers responded to a 
report of a suspicious vehicle in the 
1200 block of South Main Street.

11:01 am: Officers responded to a 
report of vandalism in the 200 block of 
North Lenore Avenue.

12:00 pm: Officers responded to a 
report of vandalism in the 700 block of 
South Main Street.

12:30 pm: Officers responded to a 
report of a suspicious person in the 
400 block of East Commercial Street.

2:15 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 100 block of Wood 
Street.

7:19 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 100 block 
of East Mendocino Avenue.

Sharon Noah 
489-0441 

 

Margaret Andrews 
354-3977 

Christopher Martin 
367-3173 

 

Barbara Mercer 
489-2922 

Jake McFadden 
354-3874 

Elida Cardona 
354-1538 

Sal Madrigal 
354-1950 

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com 
DRE# 01214899 

Views that will take your breath away! This beautiful 3 bedroom 2 bath home sits on 40 
stunning acres with a combination of engineered wood made in Italy, cork and tile flooring. 
Stay warm with the radiant heating and the Danish wood stove. The kitchen has granite 
counter tops with glass tile back splash, stainless steel appliances, farmhouse sink and 
beautiful birch cabinets. Enjoy life off grid. Beautiful inside and outside.  

Offered at $685,000 
 

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490  

FEATURED PROPERTY 
Presented by: Sharon Noah 

Alison Pernell 
972-1364 

Baseball fever is incurable. 
For everything else, see us.
No matter what your sport is, our goal is 
to make sure you enjoy it in good health.45 Hazel Street, Willits

(707) 456-9600
littlelakehealthcenter.org

Se habla español 

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

MEDICAL • DENTAL
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH • CARE FOR HER

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

277 N. Lenore Ave.
WILLITS, CA

500 D. Pinoleville Dr.
UKIAH, CA.707-459-9116

By Loraine Patton, for SIW
It is summer time, and Soroptimist International of Willits 

– SIW – is out giving back to their community. 
It all started with their Awards and Scholarship Luncheon 

in May, where scholarships were given to 10 young women 
who plan to become nurses, physical therapists, radiologists, 
psychologists or work in the criminal justice fields. SIW also 
presented the Soroptimist Violet Richardson and Live Your 
Dream awards to two Willits recipients. 

As June arrived SIW stopped by the Literacy Volunteers 
of Willits with a check which was presented to Tania Borras, 
vice-president and Pam Shilling, treasurer, to once again 

sponsor a literacy team of student and tutor. Last year’s 
SIW recipients of the sponsorship were tutor Larry Minson 
and student Carlos Sanic, who appreciated the donation. 

Soroptimist of Willits also stopped by the Willits Kids Club 
playing in the park, where they presented Diane Heath with 
a check for $250 – the kids were eager for a photo with the 
“big check.”

Summer is not over – SIW will be stopping by more 
non-profits with a donation check. The monies given to the 
scholarship winners and the non-profit organizations were 
funds raised through SIW’s Willits Community Phone Book 
advertisers. Thank you all for your support of Soroptimist 
International of Willits and the community.

Willits Soroptimists give back 
during summer vacation

Above: From left, Susan Soss, SIW treasurer; Tania Borras, 
LVW vice-president; Pam Shilling LVW treasurer; and Vicki Ham 
SI Founder Region treasurer, hold the “big check” for a $150 
sponsorship donated by the Soroptimists to literacy Volunteers of 
Willits. Below: Literacy Volunteers of Willits student Carlos Sanic 
and tutor Larry Minson.
At right: The Willits Kids Club crew takes a few minutes out 
from enjoying their day playing in the park, to pose with the “big 
check” for a $250 donation from the Willits Soroptimists. In rear, 
at left, Diane Health, WKC, with Susan Soss, second from left, and 
Vicki Ham, SIW, second from right, plus volunteers.

NCO’s Gardens 
Project’s 50th garden 

to be built at The 
White Deer Lodge 

Submitted by Lucy Kramer, for NCO’s 
Gardens Project

 North Coast Opportunities announces 
their 50th garden – to be built at the White 
Deer Lodge in fall 2018. 

The White Deer Lodge sits between 
Willits and Ukiah on the highest point on 
Highway 101. The property is owned by 
The Golden Rule Church Association of 
Ridgewood Ranch and, as of 2017, is leased 
and managed by the non-profit Alliance for 
Community Endeavors, or ACE.

While this is a beautiful space that is 
beginning to blossom with renewed life, it is 
more than six miles away from the nearest 
grocery store, making it a food desert. With 
this and other factors in mind, The White 

New life at 
The White 
Deer Lodge, 
south of 
Willits.

Read the rest of
NCO Over on Page 13

Deer Lodge is an ideal place for NCO’s Gardens Project’s 
50th community garden. 

The people at The White Deer Lodge who will 
immediately enjoy the garden include leaders in the local 
food movement, farmers, survivors of the October 2017 
California wildfires, and a terminally ill hospice patient 
and her family. Modified and expanded motel rooms form 
affordable apartments at The Lodge, and denizens are 
given the opportunity to live there by merit and need.

ACE has committed to designating housing to palliative 
care patients in the coming years as the property 
progresses. This garden will be accessible for low-mobility 
gardeners of all skill levels to accommodate all future 
gardeners. 

While The Lodge is currently home to an extraordinary 
group of individuals, the space also shined in the 
devastating October 2017 California wildfires when it 
housed dozens of fire evacuees. As a 30-room motel on 
Highway 101, The Lodge was a convenient and safe place 
where people could seek refuge while knowing that a swift 
exit would be available to them if needed.

Since that experience, The Lodge is expected to be 
an evacuation center in the inevitable event of future 
fires threatening our community. A shared garden on the 
property will not only help bolster a sense of community, 
but it will also bolster food security which is invaluable in 
the event of an emergency. 

The Gardens Project has been a program of NCO since 
2007. NCO is the community action agency that supports 
Lake and Mendocino counties as well as parts of Humboldt, 
Sonoma, Del Norte, and Solano counties.

This year marks NCO’s 50th anniversary, and a large 
picnic-style celebration will be held at Todd Grove Park in 
Ukiah on August 25. NCO was also the winner of the 2018 
California Nonprofit of the Year award.

Learn more about NCO by calling 707-467-3200 or by 
visiting www.ncoinc.org. 

To keep up-to-date on this project and others, follow 
NCO Gardens Project on Facebook or @gardensproject 
on Instagram. Donations are always accepted and 
appreciated and can be given through the Facebook 
page, the website www.gardensproject.org, or by mail or 
in person to the Gardens Project office at 413 North State 
Street, Ukiah, CA 95482.

To donate lumber, tools, fencing, or any other materials 
for building a garden or to volunteer, contact lkramer@
ncoinc.org or 467-3200 ext. 246.

Take Zucchini Pie for example. Sliced on a mandolin, 
or with the ease of a food processor with a slicing blade, 
squashes can be uniformly sliced into rounds or half-
moons which look lovely before and after their time in the 
oven.

Start with a savory crust. Use your favorite regular 
savory roll-out dough, or combine 1-1/3 cups flour (I used 
almond flour) with 1/2 teaspoon of salt, 1/3 cup olive oil, 
1/4 cup of grated Parmesan cheese, and 2 tablespoons 
of cold water, and then press into the bottom of a tart pan 
or pie dish. Bake the empty shell for 10 minutes in a 350 
degree oven.

While the crust bakes, combine in a separate bowl one 
small container of ricotta cheese, 8 ounces cream cheese, 
1/2 cup shredded mozzarella cheese, 1/2 cup Monterey 
jack cheese, 1/2 cup brewer’s yeast, and salt and pepper 
to taste.

Gently spoon the cheese mixture onto the crust, 
breaking up clumps with fingers and trying to get a mostly 
even layer. Arrange sliced zucchini on top of the cheese 
layer, then top with a handful of shredded Parmesan. Bake 
again until zucchinis are browned and cheese is bubbly.

And, if you really want to increase your zucchini use, try 
these incredibly moist, chocolatey, sticky brownies which, 
I promise, you will not be able to tell contain 2 cups of 
veggies.

The below recipe is from http://www.yammiesnoshery.
com:

Ingredients
2 cups grated zucchini 
1 cup brown sugar
1-1/3 cup unsweetened applesauce 
2 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla
2/3 cup flour 
1 cup cocoa powder
2 teaspoons baking soda
1-1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt

Directions:
Combine zucchini, brown sugar, applesauce, eggs, and 

vanilla in a bowl. Sift in remaining ingredients and combine. 
Pour into a greased baking 9x13 rectangular baking dish 
and bake at 350 degrees for about an hour until knife 
comes out clean from testing in the center of the brownies. 

The rest of
Zucchini From Page 1

The rest of
Palmer From Page 3

The rest of
WPD From Page 4

The rest of
Scoops From Page 5

The rest of
NCO From Page 12

getting moving. I put out my own CD in January. 
“Jacquire decided to work with me as an artist and not 

just a songwriter. He’ll help me put out a song later this 
year,” he concluded. 

Runberg came back to Willits to let his friends and 
others hear him in concert at the Brooktrails Golf Course 
on July 2. It was in actuality, a “welcome home” party with 
around 100 of his friends, family and Brooktrails residents 
joining together for a night of music and comradery and a 
reunion of the class of 2014. Opening the show was the 
local group, Thorn Petals, consisting of David Hughes, 
Don Paslay, Debi Paslay and Chris Zachlod, playing high-
powered rock-and-roll dancing music. 

At 8 pm, Ron Runberg came on to introduce his son 
and to thank all the people who helped bring the concert 
together when they heard that Runberg was going to play: 
Dan Green who provided the stage; David Hughes, the 
sound system; J.D. Redhouse, the hay bales to sit on; 
and Sparetime Supply. Runberg showed three posters on 
which people could write encouragement to Palmer that he 
could take with him as a remembrance. He offered Palmer 
Runberg’s latest six-song EP for $5. 

Then, much to the delight of the crowd and especially 
the many 2014 classmates who showed up to support 
their friend, Runberg and his back-up musicians, Bret 
Baker on drums and Buddy Wright on bass, took the stage 
and brought people to their feet. He played several of his 
original songs with the group and then played solo as 
Runberg fans crowded the front of the stage. His tunes 
delighted and entertained this animated group of selfie- 
and video-taking friends and family.

The party went on into the night as the community came 
together one more time to support one of their own. No 
matter where life takes Runberg, he will always have this 
extended family to return to and receive the love and 
respect he so deserves.

Music from Runberg’s album “Twenty-One” can be 
heard on Spotify, iTunes and YouTube by searching 
“Palmer Runberg.”

Davis believes the inconvenience was worth it in the long 
run, in terms of creating a friendlier and more accessible 
area for visitors and families. 

Scoops shares an area with April May’s Drive Thru 
Espresso and the 101 Drive-In. It is a relatively busy 
complex, and the three businesses work together for their 
mutual benefit. 

Scoops celebrated their sixth anniversary with a party 
on July 6. The party also served as the month’s mixer 
for the Willits Chamber of Commerce; Lisa Davis sits on 
the chamber’s board of directors and is quite active. The 
chamber mixer offered a place for the business owners 
and the people of Willits to meet, learn about each other, 
and eat some great grilled burgers (provided by Scoops). 
Door prizes and a 50/50 raffle were awarded to several of 
the participants.

The chamber plans to have a more regular schedule of 
mixers, hopefully one each month, according to Barbara 
Ivy, chamber board president. Also in the works is a 
“Business Awards Dinner” sometime in the fall, which will 
honor citizen-voted “Favorite New Business,” “Favorite 
Long-Term Business,” “Business Woman and Business 
Man of the Year,” as well as other honors. Ivy plans to put 
the ballots in the newspaper.

Scoops is branching out into catering, and Davis intends 
to push this area of the business in the coming year. This is 
a family business, employing Davis’ daughter, Emily Davis, 
who is going off to San Diego State in the fall, and Davis’ 
mother and father, Esther and Victor Cabrera. In addition, 
Davis’ boyfriend, John Kvasnicka, works with her on 
occasion as does his mother, Nellie Larsen. In December, 
they have a thriving Christmas tree business and usually 
sell out.

Davis also plans to expand into grilled food at the 
restaurant, which now serves ice cream, frozen yogurt, 
espresso, and customized deli sandwiches. Three-
quarters of their business is take-out, but for the customers 
who choose to dine in, there is an old-fashioned ice cream 
parlor ambience. Scoops does well with the high school 
kids during lunch and on their way home, but Davis would 
like to get more of the people of Willits to come to her end 
of town. 

On August 11, from 5 to 9 pm, Scoops will be holding 
their second annual Hot Summer’s Night event, along with 
Willits Shifters. The parking lot will be filled with classic ’50s 
cars, and people are encouraged to wear era-appropriate 
clothing: poodle skirts and ducktail hairstyles, etc.

“We have music, grill burgers, and have milk shakes, 
root beer floats, and all kinds of giveaways. It’s our own 
little car show and party in the parking lot. Last year we had 
hula hoop and gum-blowing contests,” Davis said. 

Davis also had some words for the people of Willits 
who have been to Scoops: “We love all our customers 
and appreciate them so much. We realize in this economy 
that some cut out the ‘sweet treats,’ so when you’re able 
to come in, we really love to see you. We want people to 
enjoy the love and unity that downtown Willits provides.”

Scoops is located at the north end of town at 110 North 
Main Street. They are open Monday through Friday, 11 
am to 7 pm, and Saturday and Sunday, noon to 7 pm. To 
place an order for pick-up, call 707-272-9646. A menu is 
available on their Facebook page “Scoops Frozen Yogurt 
& Deli.”
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Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church

ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)

Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 10:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
459-2855

Facebook: www.facebook.com

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 707-456-9934

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714

Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month 

family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066

Church Services/Communion
10:00 a.m.

Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies

Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor

459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:

Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School  

following the service.
(707) 459-2988

24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass -
9:00 a.m. English

10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

COBURN’S
CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.

CA LIC #392108
Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• IFC Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490
707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

Book your 
session with 
Maureen 
Moore 
while 

appointments 
are still 

available!
(707) 

972-7047

By Cici Winiger, for Adventist Health 
Howard Memorial

Besides shopping for new clothes, 
backpacks, and other supplies, parents and 
students have an even more important item 
on the to do list before going back to school: 
the sports physical. 

To make it easy and convenient for 
parents and students to check that task off 
the list, Adventist Health Howard Memorial is 
offering free sports physicals to all students 
in Mendocino County on Saturdays, July 21 
and 28 from 8 am to noon. 

A sports physical is required by California 
schools before a child can join in any school 
sports and is aimed at problems that might 
pose a health hazard – such as a hernia, 
untreated asthma, an undiagnosed heart 
condition, or a concussion injury.

For local physician John Glyer, MD, these 
exams are also a chance to make sure 
students are generally healthy and don’t 
have underlying conditions that will prevent 
them from participating in sports. 

“It’s important especially for those who 
are first-time athletes,” Dr. Glyer explains. 
“During these exams, we ask a lot of 
screening questions to help us identify 
potential health issues that may preclude 
kids from playing sports or make them 
more prone to accidents or injuries when 
they’re playing. And sometimes we discover 
conditions that would have never been 
diagnosed otherwise.” 

“Aside from that, we want to ensure that 
they are safe and healthy so that they can 
have a great experience,” said Glyer, a family 
medicine specialist, who has been caring for 
children and adults in the community for over 
30 years. 

Dr. Glyer cautions however, that while 
sports physicals meet all the requirements for 
participation in sports, they are not intended 
to replace annual, comprehensive physical 
exams. Annual exams are recommended for 
all children to ensure overall health. 

Since the cost of getting ready for school 
can add up, Adventist Health Howard 
Memorial started offering free sports 
physicals five years ago, in line with its 
mission of inspiring health, wholeness and 
hope.

Jason Wells, Adventist Health Howard 
Memorial president, recognizes the 
importance of keeping children active and 
healthy and giving them the opportunity 
to excel in sports. “Childhood obesity is a 
significant challenge in Mendocino County,” 
he explains, “and the Howard team is 

committed to being a part of the solution. 
We certainly don’t want the cost of a sports 
physical to be a barrier to anyone who 
desires an active lifestyle by playing sports.”

Along these lines, the hospital is also 
adding other free health screenings and 
services through a Back to School Fair to 
help give children a healthy start to the school 
year on Saturday, July 21. The hospital has 
partnered with other local organizations and 
businesses to offer free vision screening, 
dental education, diabetes screening, 
backpacks and free haircuts. Little Lake 
Health Center’s dental team and the Tooth 
Fairy will be educating children on how to 
take care of their teeth for overall health. 

A team from local salons Mirror Mirror on 
the Wall and It Takes Two to Tangle will be 
providing free haircuts to all students. Judy 
Coughlin, who has been in business in Willits 
for 28 years, shares why she’s doing this for 
the community.

 “First impressions are big on the first day 
back to school,” she said. “We want our 
children to stand tall and feel good about 
themselves and be ready to start the school 
year. For someone who’s going to school for 
the first time, it’s a much-needed confidence-
booster!”

Appointments are not needed for free 
haircuts. but will be offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

The Back to School Fair (including free 
haircuts and other screenings) will only be 
offered on July 21. But free sports physicals 
will be offered over both weekends, July 21 
and July 28 from 8 am to noon at the clinic 
across from the hospital, at 3 Marcela Drive 
in Willits.

Walk-ins are also welcome. For more 
information, or to make an appointment for a 
sports physical, please call 456-3185.

To make an appointment for more 
comprehensive, annual physical exams with 
a primary care provider, call the Adventist 
Health Howard Memorial Medical Office at 
459-6115. 
Adventist Health Howard Memorial (formerly 
Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital) is part 
of Adventist Health, a faith-based, nonprofit 
integrated health system serving more than 
80 communities on the West Coast and 
Hawaii. Founded on Seventh-day Adventist 
heritage and values, Adventist Health 
provides care in hospitals, clinics, home care 
agencies, hospice agencies and joint-venture 
retirement centers in both rural and urban 
communities. Visit www.adventisthealth/
howard-memorial for more information.

Adventist Health Howard Memorial 
offers free, school-required sports physical exams,  

plus Back to School Fair

Dr. Charlie Hott performs a physical 
exam to ensure a student athlete is 
in good health to play sports when 
school starts.

Mendocino County Library receives 
$10,000 ‘Big Read’ grant

Submitted by the Mendocino County Library
Mendocino County Library is a recipient of a grant of $10,000 to host the NEA 

“Big Read” in communities throughout Mendocino County. A national initiative of the 
National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest, the NEA Big Read 
broadens our understanding of our world, our communities, and ourselves through the 
joy of sharing a good book.

Mendocino County Library is one of 79 nonprofit organizations to receive an NEA Big 
Read grant to host a community reading program between September 2018 and June 
2019. The NEA Big Read in Mendocino County will focus on the short story collection 
“Pretty Monsters” by Kelly Link. Activities will take place October 1 through November 
17. 

“The National Endowment for the Arts is proud to support opportunities for 
communities across the nation, both small and large, to take part in the NEA Big Read,” 
said NEA Acting Chairman Mary Anne Carter. “This program encourages people to 
not only discuss a book together, but be introduced to new perspectives, discuss the 
issues at the forefront of our own lives, and connect with one another at events.”

The NEA Big Read showcases a diverse range of contemporary titles that reflect 
many different voices and perspectives, aiming to inspire conversation and discovery. 
The main feature of the initiative is a grants program, managed by Arts Midwest, which 
annually supports dynamic community reading programs, each designed around a 

single NEA Big Read selection.
Mendocino County Library will partner with local 

groups such as the Mendocino County Museum, the 
Arts Council of Mendocino County, the National Parks 
Service Natural Landmarks Program of the Pacific 
West Region, and Mendocino County Parks. The library 
will also feature book discussions led by local author 
Jody Gehrman, as well as craft, poetry, and writing 
workshops. 

Willits Weekly – 
the locally owned 

newspaper!

its paper boat with one hand, and the other hand was needed to enter 
their student number into a keyboard, it was not possible to carry a 
salad or anything else to eat.”

Kitchens and cafeterias were clean and orderly, the report found. 
Some were “attractive and welcoming,” while others were “old and in 
need of repair or better organization.”

In three of the school districts, food service managers were included 
in administrative meetings, in two others, cafeteria managers or cook 
positions were not.

Managers supervising food programs come from different 
backgrounds and have different training, the report noted. And while 
all food service staff met government-certified sanitation training 
requirements, no school district employed a registered dietitian.

The Willits food service manager told grand jurors: “Newly employed 
site managers are given a textbook with everything they need to know, 
and then they take an online test for certification.” 

The grand jury also “frequently heard that kitchen staff is difficult 
to replace. The starting wage of kitchen staff at Ukiah Unified is 
$11.30 per hour versus Anderson Valley’s $12.19 per hour,” and most 
kitchen or dining room staff “work only part-time and receive little or 
no benefits.”

Two of the five food service supervisors felt they “had insufficient 
time to adequately supervise their offsite staff.”

The grand jury report recommends all school districts provide 
application forms for free or reduced-cost meals at the beginning of 
each school year or when the student is enrolled and asks school 
districts to instruct students in the proper handling of reusable 
tableware and disposal of trash and recyclables to prevent waste. 

The rest of
Lunches From Page 6

The rest of
Grewal From Page 1

The rest of
Centennial From Page 1

Department of Agriculture for 15 years. He has master’s 
degrees in Agriculture Economics and in Business 
Administration, as well as a doctorate in Agriculture 
Economics.

CEO Angelo told Willits Weekly she placed Grewal 
in charge of cannabis after he expressed a willingness 
and a desire to take on the job. She has asked Grewal 
to familiarize himself with the cannabis unit, she said, 
and to come back to the board of supervisors with 
recommendations about what the unit might need to run 
more effectively and efficiently.

Angelo said she expects Grewal to come to supervisors 
with recommendations and requests within the next month. 

“I have been asked to make this program work,” Grewal 
said. “I take this responsibility very seriously.” He added he 
wants to simplify and speed up the process. 

Currently the Department of Agriculture has 19 
employees. The Cannabis Unit is a subset of the 
Department of Agriculture and has seven employees. Ag 
has four inspectors, three to four trappers and two office 
staffers. Cannabis has four inspectors, two office staffers, 
and a program administrator. An office manager and the 
commissioner of agriculture oversee the activities of both 
the cannabis unit and “regular ag.”

Grewal said he had conducted an interdepartmental 
meeting with all the departments involved in the cannabis 
program. He described the meeting as “very satisfying, 
the best meeting I’ve had since I’ve been here. There is a 
very strong commitment by all departments to cannabis,” 

Grewal said. 
At the July 10 board of supervisors 

meeting, Grewal presented data on 
implementation of the county’s cannabis 
program. The numbers were current 
through July 6.

Grewal said the county has received 952 
applications for a permit, has issued 175, 
and has approved 44, for a total issued 
and approved of 219. That is 23 percent of 
the total applications received. 

Forty-four applications have been 
withdrawn, 19 have been denied, 490 are 
under review, and 180 are, in the phrase 
made popular by Overton, “in queue,” and 
have not yet been looked at. 

became a separate organization from the 
farm bureau. They had originally been one 
organization; but already the farm bureau 
had become a potent political organization 
and the bylaws of the University of California 
at Berkeley forbade it to become involved in 
political issues.

According to the “History” page on 
the Mendocino County Farm Bureau 
website, “The farm advisor and farm 
bureau continued to share office space 
and programs, although each had its own 
identity.”

According to the farm bureau website, the 
organization had no dedicated space for the 
first four decades of its existence. Instead, it 
met in the offices of the county farm advisor. 
About 1960, a site was selected on North 
State Street in Ukiah for a farm bureau 
office. However, the Ukiah bypass was 
designed to go right through the property, 
and so a new location on the north bank 
of Ackerman Creek on State Street was 
selected. This site was inundated in the 
1964 flood, and many important documents 
were destroyed.

The organization continued to keep its 
office on State Street near Ackerman Creek 
until 1978, when it purchased property on 
Talmage Road. Currently the office complex 
on Talmage Road houses CalFarm 
Insurance, a farm supply company, and the 
office of the farm bureau. 

Speaking after the proclamation was 
read, farm bureau Executive Director Devon 
Jones told supervisors: “We appreciate it. 
Going through our minutes for the last 100 
years has been very enlightening. We’ve 
done a lot of projects, and we hope to 
continue that in the future.”\

Proclamation of the Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors recognizing 

the Mendocino County Farm Bureau’s Centennial 
Celebration

“WHEREAS, in 1862 the federal government passed the Morrill Act that granted eligible states acres 
of land to establish institutes of learning. Historically, land-grant universities were an innovative way of 
supporting the country through economic growth in key fields like agriculture, science and engineering. 
After the passage of the Morrill Act at least one land-grant institution was established in every state and 
the District of Columbia. In 1914 the Smith-Lever Act passed, providing federal support for land-grant 
institutions to offer instruction beyond their campuses through Cooperative Extension efforts in agriculture 
and home economics; and 

“WHEREAS, Mendocino County farmers in 1917 recognized the value of bringing an Agricultural 
Extension Service into the county and began the process of forming an organization as an official Farm 
Bureau needed to be organized prior to a county petitioning for a U.C. Farm Advisor position; and 

“WHEREAS, signatures of 271 farmers out of the 1,365 residing in Mendocino County needed to be 
obtained before the matter could be presented before the Board of Supervisors. Meetings were held 
throughout Mendocino County and as a result an active campaign began in October 1917; and 

“WHEREAS, Redwood Valley was the first to form a Farm Bureau center by obtaining 40 signatures 
for their roll. Redwood Valley’s effort was followed closely by Ukiah, Potter Valley, Willits and Fort Bragg. 
A petition of 280 signatures from these districts was presented to the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors at the December 10, 1917 meeting along with the unanimous support from Anderson Valley 
which had just held their first discussion on the subject; and 

“WHEREAS, with the approval of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors in December 1917, the 
Farm Bureau was officially recognized that allowed the first U.C. Farm Advisor for Mendocino County to 
enter the county in January 1918. The first meeting of the Mendocino County Farm Bureau took place in 
February of 1918 where the bylaws were written and officers were elected. 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Mendocino 
hereby recognizes the Centennial Celebration of the Mendocino County Farm Bureau along with 

their work to preserve and promote agriculture over the last 100 years in Mendocino County.”
 – Dan Hamburg, chair, Mendocino County Board of Supervisors

Fire board gets 
grant for new 
digital maps

At their July 10 meeting last week, the 
Little Lake Fire Protection District Board of 
Directors discussed budgets, grants, and 
upcoming initiatives for the region. One of 
the more interesting topics concerned the 

issue of mapping.
It turns out that the 

department still has 
an analogue map guide when it comes to 
the topography of the Willits district. When 
stationed on Pine Mountain during the 
Redwood fire last year, firefighters were 
forced to estimate their location in relation to 
the encroaching flames.

Having analogue maps as a failsafe 
when technology is no longer an option is 
better than having no references, but the 
technology for digitally updating maps in an 
unpredictable wildfire is available and has 
been for a while.

The district submitted a grant request for 
digitally updating maps of the fire district 
through FEMA’s Assistance to Firefighter 
Grant program after that uncomfortable 
experience on Pine Mountain, and has been 
awarded $14,000 of the $16,000 it will cost 
to get that project done, said board president 
Tony Madrigal. 

“We did get the grant,” Madrigal said. 
“The maps were all old maps, all on paper, 
and there’s a lot of new roads, a lot of new 
homes out there. Now the maps will be on 
tablets and backed up with paper. All the 
duty officials will have tablets in their duty 
vehicles, and the maps show so much: not 
just homes and roads, but fire hydrants and 
lock boxes for businesses. We’ll have to 
raise a little more money to buy some of the 
hardware.” 

Little Lake Fire Chief Chris Wilkes 
reported on a recent training collaboration 
between Little Lake Fire, the Ridgewood 
Ranch auxiliary fire crew, and Brooktrails 
Fire Department. They split into mixed 
teams in the Ridgewood Ranch area 
looking for hydrants and sprinkler systems 
that are difficult to access, and did 
some troubleshooting to ensure that the 
infrastructure is still viable for use and in 
working order. 

Wilkes also reported on “the reality of 
fire season,” that local firefighters are 
often fighting fires on strike teams out of 

the area, with the remaining firefighters 
covering local calls, including fires, vehicle 

collisions, and medical and rescue calls. 
Separating smaller fire station’s 

people and resources is logistically 
tiring, but community support and 

involvement does help. 
Regarding community, the 

most celebrated topics of the 
evening meeting were the 

review of the 92nd annual Little 
Lake Firefighters Association Open House 
during the Hometown Celebration, as well 
as the return of the firefighter water fights 
during Willits Frontier Days. 

The community rallied around the 
firefighters, watching demonstrations, and 
enjoying quick rides up and down Main 
Street on the antique fire engine during 
Hometown Celebration. Firefighters from 
different stations laughed and relaxed for 
a while during the water fights, all while 
amusing the community. Little Lake Fire 
lost the battle to Brooktrails Fire, but they’re 
determined to improve next year. 

Alyson Bailey
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Supervisor Carre Brown, left, Ana Cox from Shamrock Artisan Goat Cheese in 
Willits, and Supervisor Georgeanne Croskey, pose in supervisors chambers with 
the proclamation commemorating the Mendocino County Farm Bureau’s 100th 
anniversary.

Mendocino County Commissioner of 
Agriculture Harinder Grewal.

Photo courtesy of the Modesto Bee

Free Senior Information 
& Assistance Program 

Submitted by Community Care
In case you haven’t learned this already, things 

don’t get less complicated once you turn 60. And for 
many, the picture evoked by the phrase “retirement 
years” doesn’t apply to the day-to-day lives 
they find themselves living as older adults.

Learning the new vocabulary and making 
choices related to Social Security and 
Medicare, knowing the options for help 
in the home when the need arises, and 
even getting that reduced-cost fishing 
license one’s been waiting to finally 
have time to use, each requires working with agencies and programs.

And because agencies and programs change from year to year – and access becomes 
increasingly digital – talking to a live person to help you learn this new language of 60+ 
can save you time and frustration. 

Kathy Johnson, a community resources specialist at Community Care’s Senior 
Information & Assistance Program, can help older adults and their families living in Lake 
and Mendocino Counties to better understand their options and help them become 
more efficient in accessing resources – for free.

Funded through the Area Agency on Aging of Lake & Mendocino Counties, Senior 
Information & Assistance is available Monday through Friday by calling 468-5132 or 

(800) 510-2020.
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Little Eddie
Eddie might be small, but he’s got lots of fun 

energy. He’s so darn cute, and he loves playing 
with toys. Eddie is a 10-month-old neutered 
male who currently weighs 11 pounds. If you 
are looking for a fun happy dog to spend your 

days with, Eddie is 
the one for you!

The Ukiah 
Shelter is located 
at 298 Plant Road 
in Ukiah. Adoption 
hours are Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday from 
10 am to 4:30 pm, 
and Wednesday 
from 10 am to 6:30 

pm. To view photos and bios of some of the 
other wonderful adoptable animals here, please 
visit online at: www.mendoanimalshelter.com. 
More info about adoptions: 707-467-6453.

Young Mo
This handsome Lab/Rottweiler mix pup, Mo, 

is a strong gentle bundle of love! He knows 
some basic commands such as “Sit,” “Stay” 
and “Come,” but he will need exercise, training 
and play time to help deal with his enthusiastic 
nature. He should be fed separately to avoid 
food-related issues, but he is good with most 
dogs (a slow 
i n t r o d u c t i o n 
is always 
advised) and 
loves people in 
general. At 11 
months old, he 
still has a lot 
to learn but he 
has oh so much 
to give! Come 
meet Mo, he’s 
waiting!

For more 
information on the Humane Society for Inland 
Mendocino County’s adoptable animals, call 
the HSIMC at 707-485-0123, check www.
mendohumanesociety.com, or visit the shelter 
at 9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley. Open 
hours: 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through Friday; 
and 11 am to 3 pm, Saturday and Sunday. To 
volunteer or help take the dogs for a walk, 
please join HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am for 
an orientation

Inspired by your 
            inner child.

We are on this earth for a reason. You look at life with a child’s sense of wonder, eager to learn and willing to love 
unconditionally. And the way you fi nd joy in even the smallest of things brings a smile to us all. You, and everyone 
with a youthful heart, inspire us to do more than practice medicine. You inspire us to transform lives.

See inspiration in action at AdventistHealth.org.

Another Mendocino 
Sheriff police dog 
receives the gift 
of body armor

Submitted by the Mendocino  
County Sheriff’s Office

K9 Rex, a police dog with the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office, has 
received a bullet and stab protective 
vest thanks to a charitable donation 
from non-profit organization Vested 
Interest in K9s, Inc. K9 Rex’s vest was 
sponsored by Coburn’s Construction 
& Cabinetry, Inc. of Willits, and 
embroidered with the sentiment “Gifted 
by Coburn’s Construction & Cabinetry.”

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a 501c 
(3) charity located in East Taunton, 
Massachusetts, whose mission is 
to provide bullet and stab protective 
vests and other assistance to dogs of 
law enforcement and related agencies 
throughout the United States. The non-
profit was established in 2009 to assist 
law enforcement agencies with this 
potentially lifesaving body armor for 
their four-legged K9 officers.

Since its inception, Vested Interest in 
K9s, Inc. provided over 3,000 protective 
vests, in 50 states, through private and 
corporate donations, at a cost of over 
$5.7 million. 

The program is open to dogs 
actively employed in the U.S. with law 
enforcement or related agencies who 
are certified and at least 20 months 
of age. New K9 graduates, as well as 
K9s with expired vests, are eligible to 
participate. 

The donation to provide one protective 
vest for a law enforcement K9 is $950. 
Each vest has a value between $1,744 
and $2,283 and a five-year warranty, 
and an average weight of 4 to 5 pounds. 
There are an estimated 30,000 law 
enforcement K9s throughout the United 
States.

For more information or to learn about 
volunteer opportunities, please call 508-
824-6978. Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. 
provides information, lists events, and 
accepts tax-deductible donations of 
any denomination at www.vik9s.org or 
mailed to P.O. Box 9 East Taunton, MA 
02718.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office’s K9 Rex with his 
new bullet and stab protective vest, sponsored by Coburn’s 
Construction and Cabinetry of Willits.

Four sizes of ads to meet your budgets:
3.25” x 4” - $64 each

or get both editions for $100
(Just $50 Each!)

5” x 5” - $120 each
or get both editions for $200

(Just $100 Each!)

5” x 10.5” - $252 each
or get both editions for $450

(Just $225 Each!)

3.25” x 2” - $32 each
or get both editions for $50

(Just $25 Each!)

All ads go in print AND at www.WillitsWeekly.com for one price!
3,500 copies distributed inside the accompanying Willits Weekly newspaper, and additional
copies dropped off as standalone pieces at Ukiah and other south county locations as well!

DEADLINES ARE THE MONDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION FOR EACH EDITION!

Jenn Drew - Advertising Representative • (707) 354-1670
advertising@willitsweekly.com

Contact us to 

get included!

Willits Weekly is offering south county advertisers
two more Ukiah-based standalone special sections for 2018!

August 30 • November 29

10” x 10.5” - $504 each
or get both editions for $900

(Just $450 Each!)


