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Get your office, agents, open 
houses and listings included 

in our next edition on 

August 10

Call for ad space:

April Tweddell
Willits Weekly  

Ad Representative

707-972-2475
Call or email!

april@willitsweekly.com

Are you interested in 
being featured  

in one of our

Agent 
Profiles

next month? 
Let us know!
willitsweekly 
@gmail.com

Over on Page RE3

Read the rest of
Redwood

• Established, Experienced Agents
• Company training and mentor program for new agents
• Nice office locations - Ukiah and Santa Rosa
• Competitive Commission Split - no desk fee
• Company produces buyer and seller leads from referrals,
• direct mailing and advertising
• Company leads are split between office agents

Interested agents, please call Zach at
707-671-6392

Looking to hire:

Luxury Potter Valley Estate
2 homes, guest quarters over garage, large 
barn/shop, 43 acres, views. Visit property 
website: www.9981SpringValleyRoad.com 

featuring video and property details.

Recently SOLD for $575,000
309 Sequoia Road in Willits. Sold in 17 

days with professional photography, 
staging, market planning and personality 

of David and his team.

David Palma
Realtor®

CalBRE#01938792

david@palmaprop.com
www.palmaprop.com

707-391-9011
487 N. STATE ST.
UKIAH, CA 95482

“Give Back Homes”
A portion of my commission goes towards helping build homes for families in need.

Full Spectrum Realtor Peter Smith has a serious love and 
passion for old homes and buildings. “Houses contain the 
stories and the memories of the people who created the 

community,” he explained. 
“I like to save old houses ’cause 

it’s the bones of the town. If you just 
bulldoze and throw a tract [house] on 

it, nobody knows who lived there. It’s a shell without feelings 
until people give it life. There’s a feeling in a house when you 
know the story of who’s been ahead of you.” 

As a boy, Smith roamed the farmland and orchards of 
Cupertino, wandering through abandoned, old Spanish-
style villas, homes and farm houses. He looked at many of 
the old houses and dreamed of one day buying one of his 
favorites and bringing it back to life. In the 1960s, because 
of modernization and the very beginnings of Silicon Valley, 
Smith watched buildings he’d dreamed about owning being 
bulldozed and flattened. It must have been heartbreaking to 
the 19-year-old who wanted to save at least one of them. 

So young Smith made his dream come true and bought his 
first house – the Ohio Exhibition Hall from San Francisco’s 
Panama-Pacific International Exhibition of 1915. How in 
the world did that building get to Cupertino? Soon after the 

exhibition, many of the spectacular buildings and gardens 
were being razed. People in the greater Bay Area who wanted 
to save the buildings bought them and had them barged to 
other locations, and the Ohio Exhibition Hall was relocated to 
Cupertino. 

Smith had been saving his money, and buying the building 
was quite a spectacular investment for someone so young. 
It was a five-bedroom house that he was fixing up with bits 
and pieces of wood he recycled – sometimes driftwood 
from the beaches where he partied. His monthly mortgage 
payments were $100. “And I wish I never would have sold it,” 
he admitted. 

In 1989, after 18 years in his Cupertino home, he sold it 
for $180,000, moved to property outside of Willits and built 
a “Mountain Gothic” family home. His daughter’s room was 
a second-floor tower with a 20-foot ceiling and stained-glass 
windows housing a very large chandelier. Most of the house 
was redesigned each morning on a paper plate, so the plan 
for the roof or the rooms could change every few days. 

Smith had many jobs after moving to Willits: postman, cook 
at Bilbo’s, yardman for Mendo Mill, mountain farmer, employee 
of Mendocino County Youth Project and Child Protective 
Services, and counselor for the Family Center in Willits. He 

332 Redwood Avenue

Restoration of 1905 ‘Hathaway House’ 
brings history to life

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
ree@willitsweekly.com

At top, left: Peter Smith and his wife, Heidi 
Gundlach. At top, right: One of the brick 
fireplaces with a modern woodstove insert. Smith 
added the beautiful period piece with a mirror on 
the mantel.
Far left: View of the Smiths’ entryway as seen 
from the dining room. Notice one of Peter Smith’s 
many chandeliers, the original leaded-glass 
windows, redwood paneling and detail work.
At left: While not originally in the home, this 
light fixture was added as another period piece, 
staying true to the era.

Photos by Ree Slocum
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WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Kent Westwood, Broker 
CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078

Joe Morf, Agent 
CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

“Zillow Premier Agents” Selzer Realty
(707) 459-6175

36 South Street, Willits 

Each office is independently owned and operated.

We sell the most properties in 
Mendocino County for a reason.

We know our stuff!
Serving Mendocino County since 1976

Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money

Loans
Investor

opportunities
 (707) 462-8622  (707) 459-2330 

redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Independently
Owned & Operated 

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street.  Willits, CA 95490

MENDO REALTY, INC.
Tara Moratti

Broker-Associate
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - Cell
707-459-5389 ext. 106 - Office

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

www.LivInMendo.com  • 1460 S. Main St., Willits • tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

Location, Location, Location!

This is a fabulous spot to open up or move your current restaurant. Current Sellers ran a very
successful restaurant in this location for 17+ years! Great visibility at the West Highway 20 access and 

the beginning of Downtown Willits! Spacious building, abundant parking, and trade fixtures make 
this Commercial property a must see and purchase! Vacant lot for extra parking is available.

Priced at $325,000

Agent Profile 

Barbara 
Mitchell 

Realtor and Broker 
Seasoned real estate agent and co-owner of Haehl Creek 

subdivision, Barbara Mitchell, started her prestigious real 
estate career in Sonoma in 1978. It was a time when there 
was a lot of competition and real estate was predominantly a 
man’s game. Mitchell worked hard, got her broker’s license, 
and started Tara Properties in 1980 with five other women. 
Later she had 13 agents working with her at Tara Properties. 

In 1985 Ed Mitchell was a 
contractor and needed a realtor to 
work with to sell his various projects, 
including a 36-unit condo venture. 
He went to Tara Properties. That was 

the start of Barbara and Ed getting to know one another on 
a professional level. In about three years, the two combined 
forces and married. Barbara Mitchell sold Tara Properties 
after her second son was born. Because of her experience 
with the company, she was called upon frequently as an 
advisor to the business. 

Though she wasn’t using it as she was raising her 
children, Mitchell continued renewing her broker’s license 
and also worked with her husband on many of his ventures 
in Sonoma County. By the time she’d left Tara Properties, 
she had sold real estate in Sonoma for 15 years. 

She and her husband ended up understanding real estate 
pretty thoroughly. “Sometimes when Ed and I are talking 
about different aspects of the Haehl Creek subdivision, 
I’m amazed and have to chuckle. We’ve gained so much 
experience. We have extensive knowledge about land, 
housing, development and financing,” she smiled.

She also said that they find it fun to work together as a 
couple even though it can be challenging to work with a 
spouse.

In 1990, they were planning ahead for semi-retirement 
and bought a ranch eight miles up Sherwood Road. They 
still had business ties in Sonoma so didn’t move onto the 
ranch until 1997. It wasn’t until 2007 that the Mitchell team 
began the long and involved Haehl Creek subdivision. The 
large project demanded quite a bit of time, so many of the 
projects on their ranch got put on hold. Barbara Mitchell is 
looking forward to retiring so she can focus on home and 

ranch projects.
From the beginning of her career, Barbara Mitchell has 

thoroughly enjoyed working with people. “Home ownership 
is still one of the major dreams in our country,” she said. 
“It’s the largest single investment a person makes in their 
lifetime.” Helping people accomplish their dream of home 
ownership has given her a lot of satisfaction.

While Ed Mitchell is the more gregarious one in the 
relationship and the perfect salesperson, Barbara Mitchell 
sits down with couples and helps them determine the fine 
details about the new adventure they’re embarking upon. 
Getting to know couples on an almost intimate level, finding 
out their likes and dislikes, and knowing them as people is 
what she most enjoys and is best at. 

She helps them choose which homes would suit their 
needs, the types of flooring, paint colors, countertops, 
and additions to the footprint. Barbara Mitchell then goes 
through the paperwork, making sure details are changed 
on work orders and orders are placed. Most of the lots and 
homes at Haehl Creek are already sold at this point, yet 
she finds that sometimes it’s still more than a full-time job, 

while at other times there’s more spaciousness to spend 
time working on their ranch.

The Mitchells are committed to providing beautiful homes 
in a neighborhood setting for people in Willits. The couple 
and Margie Handley of the Howard Foundation donated land 
along Haehl Creek to the city in order to create a walking 
and workout path for Willits residents. Barbara Mitchell also 
sees children on bicycles, scooters and tricycles feeling 
free to explore their neighborhoods. Families work and play 
together outdoors, and neighbors keep an eye on each 
other and the children. She enjoys watching folks achieving 
their dream. 

“I think about Haehl Creek [subdivision] all the time,” 
she said. “Almost every day when I’m in town, I drive 
through and check it out. I see a residential neighborhood 
where neighbors live their daily lives in a community, in a 
beautiful place where they feel safe.” This is the feeling 
she remembers from her own childhood growing up in San 
Francisco in the 1950s and ’60s, where she had a huge 
territory to roam safely and freely. “It’s so very satisfying to 
see this project become a reality!”

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
ree@willitsweekly.com

At top, left: Countertops, flooring and paint schemes work together to make a beautiful kitchen and dining area at the Haehl Creek 
subdivision. At top, right: The dining area, complete with beautiful accessories and paint, at one of the Haehl Creek model homes. 
Above: Barbara Mitchell, who co-owns Haehl Creek subdivision with her husband, Ed, in front of one of the model homes that also 
houses their offices.

Far left: Many options 
have been available 
to new homeowners 
in the Haehl Creek 
subdivision – like the 
hardwood flooring 
seen here. 
At left: Choosing 
the type of flooring 
and paint colors for 
a new home is one 
of Barbara Mitchell’s 
enjoyable jobs when 
helping new home 
buyers.

Photos by Ree Slocum

was buying old houses and buildings 
during those times and maintained his 
realtor’s license, helping friends who 
were looking for houses in the area. 

After a stint in England where Smith 
was learning new techniques of working 
with families, his family moved back 
to Willits where he continued restoring 
old houses. It didn’t take long for him 
to find the house that has become his 
life’s restoration project – the “Hathaway 
House” at 332 Redwood Avenue. He 
told Pete Hathaway he’d buy it if it ever 
came on the market. Smith got his wish 
in 2005. He has renamed it the “Selfridge 
House” in honor of the first owner, 
Captain Selfridge from San Francisco.

The Smiths’ home on Redwood 
Avenue was built in 1905 for Captain 
Selfridge from San Francisco, president 
of the Northwestern Redwood Company, 
which was a branch of the Northwestern 
Railroad. In 1903 the railroad came to 
the tiny town of Willits. It became the 
easiest way to get lumber from Willits to 
San Francisco.

The house was constructed from, 
and finished with, selected old-growth 
redwood milled by the company to 
showcase the mill’s redwood products. 
It was built in the Craftsman or “Prairie” 
style with wide panels of dark-stained 
redwood throughout the interior as 
well as, according to Antique Home, 
“low-pitched gabled roofs with broad 
eaves, large front porches, and exposed 
wooden structural elements.” It was most 
likely one of a very few homes built to 
that design in Willits at that time, since 
the style was from the latter part of the 
19th century and relatively new.

The house has had five owners since 
Selfridge moved to Washington, D.C. to 
work in government. The next owners 
were the Pettys. Joan Petty stopped 
by once with her grandchildren to show 
them where she was born, where she 
had written her name in cement as a 
child. She was able to show the Smiths 
the house’s original layout before the 
changes made by her family and others. 

The next owners were Judge 
Galen Hathaway and his family. Most 
Willits residents refer to it still as the 
Hathaway House, perhaps because 
of fond memories of parties and social 
gatherings held there. Barbara Page 
purchased it from Hathaway and began 
renovations of her own. At some point 
the house was divided into apartments, 
and after Page moved away, it began a 
slow decline. 

After being condemned by the city, the 
Smiths purchased it and began a labor of 
love to restore it to its historic beginnings. 
The first five years was spent making the 
house livable again. All electrical and 
plumbing was replaced, and individual 
apartments were removed. The interior 
redwood trim and floors were sanded 
and returned to their original color. With 
a few exceptions, the interior woodwork, 
lighting and furniture has been returned 
to how it may have looked 100 years ago. 

It is the Smiths’ hope that future 
generations can walk back in time and 
get a sense of how Willits developed. 
There are so many residents of Willits 
who share a history with the house that 
they feel an obligation to preserve those 
memories. The family would be honored 
if people would send them any history or 
photos of the house, to 332 Redwood 
Avenue, Willits, CA 95490, so that its 
story can be told in full. 

From Page RE1

The rest of
Redwood

332 Redwood  
Avenue.

Reprinted with 
permission from 
the 1988 book  
“The 
Architectural 
Heritage of 
Willits,” by 
Nelson A. Streib 
and Susan 
Pritchard, 
commissioned 
by the City of 
Willits. 

At top, from left: An inset hutch with leaded-glass doors in the dining room. Its twin is in the opposite corner. Notice many of the period dishes and 
glassware. The dining room at 332 Redwood Avenue. The original – and only – bathroom for many years. The sink and mirror are believed to be the actual 
ones installed in 1905. Below, from left: The Smiths’ kitchen was an add-on at some point in the house’s history. Smith added the wooden beams which 
showcase his pots and pans collection as well as three of his restored crystal chandeliers. Smith in the upstairs hallway with the many doors of what 
used to be separate apartments. Smith has changed the rooms, taking out the kitchenettes and making them bedrooms for his daughters and guests. The 
skylight he’s standing under is original to the home and was constructed with metal. There have been no signs of leakage all these years. The corner of the 
entryway showcases the beautiful, burled old-growth redwood trim framing the redwood panels, a portrait of their daughter, Bonnie Devon Smith, by local 
artist Walt Ayers, and original light fixture.
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320 S State St Ukiah  M-F 9-5 · 462-2570 · Cal BRE#00548508 

A four bedroom 2 bath home for under $350,000! Featuring: Central air/heat, 
whole house fan, upgrades completed in 2004 include kitchen, bath, roof. 
Spacious laundry room, granite counters in kitchen with island, two family 

rooms, and shade trees in the backyard.  

Office: 707-463-2570 

www.beverlysandersrealtyco.com 

Carmen Saye 621-3434 

Eric Garbocci. 391-3564 

Lea Bergem 621-3424 

Leonard Winter 462-1414 

Kim Getts 272-2839 

Amy Wray 972-6856 

MENDO REALTY, INC.
MENDOCINO COUNTY’S

PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

10+/- acres with an 
abundance of custom 
features in this gorgeous 
home. Expansive eastern 
views of meadows and 
hills. $739,000

Sunny location, 6+/- acres 
of peace and quiet. 2 bed., 
1 bath with open living 
concept and spacious 
master  bedroom. Flat 
and terraced gardening 
areas and beatuiful views. 
$339,500

This 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home perched on the 
hillside with 1/2+/- acres 
of space is calling your 
name. $360,000

3 bed., 2 bath home on
1 acre. New paint,
remodeled kitchen, tile 
and carpet with a newly 
built Redwood deck.
Perfect for summer 
BBQ’s and peaceful 
mornings. $250,000

Newly Renovated home 
in downtown Willits! 3 
bed., 2 bath with
detached 2 car garage. 
This is a turn key home 
ready for you! $295,000

Beautiful manufactured 
home. 1,200 sq. ft. 3 
bed., 2 bath. Very well 
maintained, close to 
schools and shopping. 
Fruit trees in back and 
blooming rose garden. 
$235,000

Lee Persico
CalBRE #00446837
707-459-5389

cbmrwillits@pacific.net

Bill Barksdale
CalBRE #01106662
707-489-2232
bark@pacific.net

Tara Moratti
CalBRE #01420657
707-367-0389

tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
CalBRE #01712217
707-484-6489

roxanne@getmendohomes.com

Patsy Broeske
CalBRE #01949646
707-841-8053

patsy.broeske@coldwellbanker.com

Randa Craighead
CalBRE #01971901
707-841-7778

mrcraighead@comcast.net

Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844
707-354-2301

nf@coldwellbanker.com

Michelle Goforth
CalBRE #01461392
707-841-7409

isellwillits@ymail.com

Karena Jolley
CalBRE #01482063
707-354-2999

karena.jolley@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com

1025 Hearst Willits Road
Willits, CA 95490

survey4water@comcast.net
survey4water.net

DR. DONALD G. MCEDWARDS
Certified Hydrogeologist No. 153 707/354-4618

SURVEY4WATER
FIND WATER BEFORE
      YOU DRILL

299 E Commercial St

Willits, CA 95490

707.367.5498

KEMMYSPIES@GMAIL.COM

Mon-Fri 6 am to 4 pm

CalBRE # 1712217

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

May 18, 2017 
 
To Real Estate Agents in and around the Mendocino Area: 
 
It has come to my attention that real estate agents in the county may be unaware of the new 
requirements regarding the commercial cultivation of medical cannabis. Attached is a Fact  
Sheet, put together by a group of concerned citizens, that briefly synopsizes the county’s  
Medical Cannabis Cultivation Regulation. I approve of the content of the Fact Sheet. One  
very important component of the new ordinance is a phase-in process.  
 
Phase 1:  Only persons with prior proof of cultivation on a specific parcel in Mendocino  
County will be able to apply for a cultivation permit this year. A person must have been  
cultivating in Mendocino County prior to January 1, 2016.  
 
Phase 2: Starting January 1, 2018, applications for new cultivation permits for Type 1A and  
2A in the following zonings: Limited Industrial, General Industrial, and Pinoleville Industrial  
will be accepted. 
 
Phase 3: Starting January 1, 2020, applications will be accepted for new cultivators on new  
cultivation sites. 
 
I would urge everyone to become familiar with the ordinance in its entirety. The ordinance is  
available on our website and if you have any question please contact the Department. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Diane Curry 
Interim Agricultural Commissioner 
Mendocino Department of Agriculture 

 
 

DIANE CURRY 
Interim Agricultural Commissioner 

 
PHONE (707) 234-6830 

FAX (707) 463-0240 
 
 

ARIF KEVER 
Assistant Agricultural Commissioner 

Assistant Sealer of Weights & Measures 
 

EMAIL agcomm@co.mendocino.ca.us 
WEBSITE www.co.mendocino.ca.us/agriculture 

 

COUNTY OF MENDOCINO 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

890 N Bush St. 
Ukiah CA 95482 
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WILLITS AGENTS

 Alvarado, Cheri 
Lic#01964594  
Summit Realty

557 South Main St 
Willits CA 95490
707-983-8081  

 
Andrews, Margaret

Lic#01402835
Realty World-Selzer Realty

36 South St  
Willits, CA 95490  

707-459-6175  
 

 Auble, Gary C
Lic#00611996  

Auble Real Estate
2656 Primrose Dr  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5638  

 
Barksdale, Bill   

Lic#01106662  
Coldwell Banker  
Mendo Realty

1460 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389  

 
Broeske, Patsy   

Lic#01949646  
Coldwell Banker  
Mendo Realty

1460 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389  

 
Cardona, Elida

Lic#01249091 
Realty World-Selzer Realty

36 South St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-6175  

Craighead, Randa L   
Lic#01971901  

Coldwell Banker  
Mendo Realty   

1460 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389  

 
Flamer, Nicole G   

Lic#01932844
Coldwell Banker  
Mendo Realty 

1460 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389  

Goforth, Michelle D
Lic#01461392

Coldwell Banker  
Mendo Realty   

1460 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389  

 
Hollifield, Matthew  

Lic#01839656  
Lincoln Realty

1661 A South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4599  

 
Kincade, Sarah

Lic#01705781
Summit Realty 

557 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490 
707-983-8081  

 
 Lawrence, Adam   

Lic#01824539  
Ponderosa & Sun Realty 

635 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5108  

 

 Lemos-Neese, Roxanne
 Lic#01712217  

Coldwell Banker  
Mendo Realty 

1460 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389  

 
 Lincoln, Barbara L

 Lic#00644801  
Lincoln Realty 

1661 A South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4599  

 
Madrigal, Salvador   

Lic#01139481  
Realty World-Selzer Realty 

36 South St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-6175  

 
Martin, Christopher   

Lic#01265820  
Realty World-Selzer Realty 

36 South St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-6175  

 
McFadden, Jacob

Lic#01701758  
Realty World-Selzer Realty

36 South St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-6175  

 
Mercer, Barbara J   

Lic#01867232
Realty World-Selzer Realty

36 South St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-6175  

 

Mitchell, Barbara
Lic#00689505

Barbara Fenwick Mitchell 
402 Grove St  

Willits CA 95490  
707-456-9036  

 
Moratti, Tara   
Lic#01420657  

Coldwell Banker  
Mendo Realty

1460 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-5389  

 
Noah, Sharon

Lic#01346114
Realty World-Selzer Realty   

36 South St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-6175  

 
O’Leary, David J

Lic#01915030  
Summit Realty 

557 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-4961  

 
Persico, Lee
Lic#00446837  

Coldwell Banker  
Mendo Realty   

1460 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389  

 
Rudig, Nancy   

Lic#01394707  
Lincoln Realty 

1661 A South Main St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-4599  

 

Sorace, Tony   
Lic#00672123  

Ponderosa & Sun Realty 
635 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-5108

  
 Trimmer, Robert   

Lic#01147256  
Summit Realty

557 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4961  

 
Weston, Randy  

Lic#00688068  
Summit Realty 

 557 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4961  

 
Weston, Ruth  

Lic#00990817  
Summit Realty

557 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-459-4961  

 
Wolf, Jason E

Lic#01897707  
Summit Realty 

557 South Main St  
Willits CA 95490  
707-983-8081  

 

LAYTONVILLE 
AGENTS

 Andrews, Margaret   
Lic#01402835  

Realty World-Selzer Realty 
49960 N Hwy 101 #G 
Laytonville CA 95454  

707-984-7000  
 

Koch, Travis
Lic#00963150

Hometown Realty 
44900 Hwy 101  

Laytonville CA 95454  
707-984-6211  

 
Morf, Joseph C

Lic#02005443  
Westwood Real Estate
6000 Westman Park Rd 

Laytonville CA 95454
707-984-7078  

 
Noah, Sharon   

Lic#01346114  
Realty World-Selzer Realty 

49960 N Hwy 101 #G 
Laytonville CA 95454  

707-984-7000  
 

Valencia, Susan F
Lic#01298121  

Valencia Real Estate
44980 N Hwy 101 #E 
Laytonville CA 95454  

707-984-7270  
 

Westwood, Kent
Lic#01293875

Westwood Real Estate 
6000 Westman Park Rd 

Laytonville CA 95454  
707-984-7078  

List based on 
information from 

Bay Area Real 
Estate Information 

Services, Inc. 

A list of local real estate agents, based in Willits and Laytonville

Natalie
Higley
Realtor®
CalBRE#02018624

Office (707) 313-3198
Cell     (831) 262-8705

NATALIE@PALMAPROP.COM

“If it matters to you, it matters to me.”

487 N. STATE ST.
UKIAH, CA 95482

WWW.PALMAPROP.COM

Editor’s Note: This fact sheet about Mendocino County’s new medical cannabis cultivation 
ordinance was provided to area realtors by the Mendocino County Agriculture Department. 
These rules apply to unincorporated areas in Mendocino County; the City of Willits is still 
working on its updated cannabis ordinance, which is slated to be heard at the Willits City 
Council’s July 26 meeting.

This document summarizes key facts in the Mendocino 
Medical Cannabis Ordinance that are relevant to 
purchasing real estate for cannabis cultivation. Interested 
parties would do well to consult the full Ordinance for 
more details and/or call the Mendocino County Agriculture 
Department: 707-234-6830. The Ordinance can be found 
at www.co.mendocino.ca.us/bos/pdf/Ordinance_4381.pdf

Limitations on Cannabis Cultivation
1. The cultivation of more than six marijuana plants and/

or 100 square feet of medical cannabis on a parcel* of 
land in Mendocino County requires a Medical Cannabis 
Cultivation Permit issued by the Mendocino County 
Agricultural Commissioner (MCAC). See Permits and 
Requirements below. In 2018, Cultivators will need to 
obtain an additional license from the State of California 
along with their local permit.

2. During Phase 1 of the permitting process, which 
extends until December 31, 2017, only persons that can 
prove cultivation on a specific site prior to January 1, 
2016 will qualify for a cultivation permit under the Medical 
Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance (MCCO). Proof of prior 
cultivation will need to be verified by submitting satellite 
images of cultivation site or other methods described on 
p.14 of the MCCO.

3. Phase 2 of the permitting process, which begins 
on January 1, 2018, will allow new cultivation permits to 
be issued only for indoor cultivation, Type 1A and Type 
2A, as described on p. 10 of the MCCO, in the following 
zoning districts: Limited Industrial, General Industrial, and 
Pinoleville Industrial. Proof of prior cultivation will not be 
required.

4. PHASE 3: APPLICATIONS FOR NEW PERMITS, 
OTHER THAN THOSE IN THE INDUSTRIAL ZONES 
MENTIONED ABOVE, WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED UNTIL 
JANUARY 1, 2020.

5. The removal of true oaks, tanoaks, and commercial 
tree species, such as Douglas fir or Redwood, for the 
purpose of cultivating cannabis is prohibited.

6. New cannabis cultivation sites may not be established 

in areas zoned Rangeland. A permitted cultivator may 
relocate to a site in Rangeland only if it is already a 
previous cultivation site.

7. New cannabis cultivation sites may not be established 
in areas R1, R2, R3, SR, RC, RR1, RR2, or on RR5 parcels 
that are less than 5 acres. Existing cultivation sites in those 
areas must be moved or abated by 2020 (with possible 
exceptions in communities such as Laytonville and Fort 
Bragg that may apply for an exemption). See Table 2, 
below, for more on zoning.

8. Water may not be diverted from a spring, wetland, 
creek, stream, or river without a permit.

9. Cannabis cultivation will not be allowed within 1,000 
feet of a youth-oriented facility, school, park, church, or 
residential treatment facility.

10. Setback requirements of 100-200 feet from other 
residences, and restrictions based on visibility and odor, 
are found on p. 7 of the MCCO. Note that some setbacks 
change from 100 feet to 200 feet in 2020. Indoor cultivation 
sites may have additional setbacks based on zoning.

11. Cannabis cultivation is compatible with the Williamson 
Act but is not a qualifying land use. Landowners would 
have to maintain qualifying agricultural activities to receive 
Williamson Act benefits.

*A parcel is defined on Page 3 as “…a lot of real property 
created pursuant to the Subdivision Map Act prior to 
January 1, 2016 or for which a Certificate of Compliance 
was recognized and recorded prior to January 1, 2016.”)

Permits and Other Requirements
1. To obtain and maintain a Mendocino County Medical 

Cannabis Cultivation Permit, qualified applicants must:
a. File a Permit Application, which includes a Cultivation 

and Operations Plan, Property Owner Consent Form, 
Fingerprint Worksheet and DOJ Live Scan Form, Site Plan 
Checklist, Property profile, Cultural Resource Brochure, 
Fee Schedule, and County Tax Information.

b. Receive a site inspection by agents of the Mendocino 

County Agriculture Department.
c. Submit to Live Scan
d. Pay all applicable fees.
e. File a Notice of Intent to Grow Cannabis with North 

Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB), 
with required fees.

f. Obtain building permits and bring all structures up 
to applicable codes. Hoop houses that are supplied with 
electricity are considered greenhouses and must be 
permitted.

g. If required, receive inspection and be granted a permit 
by CalFire for fire safety compliance.

h. Provide a well permit from County of Mendocino, if 
applicable.

i. Obtain a water diversion permit or water right from 
California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), 
if applicable.

j. Obtain a storm water permit from SWRCB if cannabis 
cultivation disturbs more than one acre.

k. Obtain a permit from Army Corps of Engineers and 
NCRWQCB if any work is to be done in wetlands or 
streambeds.

l. Obtain permit from California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) if any work is to be done in streambeds.

m. Participate in Track and Trace system approved by 
the County.

n. Expect to pay taxes for every growing cycle.
o. For cannabis to be labeled “Certified Mendocino 

County Grown,” it must be produced following standards 
used in the production of crops labeled as organic. 
Such crops will be subject to ongoing inspections by the 
Mendocino County Agriculture Department. See p. 25 of 
the MCCO.

p. All permits are non-transferable to another person, 
except that a permit may be transferred to spouse/domestic 
partner, child or trust.

Buying Land to Grow Medical Cannabis in Mendocino County
A Fact Sheet for Buyers and Real Estate Agents

Serving Mendocino County since 1976.
36 South Street • Willits • 707-459-6175

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Brooktrails 
Grand Estate!
3800 sq. ft., 4 bdrms, 3 baths.

The quintessential family home! 
A home entertainers dream and 

a telecommuters haven. Near the 
mouth of Lake Emily and not far 
from the Golf Course. Features: 
Expansive decks, screen porch, 
gourmet kit, tons of counters, 
walk-in pantry, grand island, 

Large master suite with multiple 
closets, lake view, vaulted ceiling, 

back-up generator, separate BR 
wing (could make nice in-law
unit or office & gym), double 

garage and more!

$550,000 JAKE McFADDEN 
707-354-3874

CalBRE #01701758

Get your ad included in our next Real Estate edition on August 10

Call April: 707-972-2475
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Nicholas Casagrande, EA
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com
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Know Before You Buy
Financial Guidance for 
Property Buying

Call today for advice
Taxes | Investments | Insurance
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675 S. Main St. Willits, CA 95490
Advisory services o�ered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities o�ered 
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Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from 
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Opal  Miner
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36 South Street   Willits CA 95490 
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madrigalsal@comcast.net 
www.realtyworldselzer.com 

Sal Madrigal 
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NOW OFFERING
SEAMLESS
ALUMINUM
GUTTERS

real roofing done once.
done right. 

Dunlap

CA. Lic. #806498

462-ROOF

For the best in service,
remember to always insist on

Fidelity National Title

704 E. Perkins Street, Suite D | Ukiah, CA  95482
Ph: (707) 467-9212          Fax: (707) 467-9183

Your Dedicated Escrow Team:
Annette Pearce | Susie Robertson | Denise LaHa

Trusted everywhere,
every day.

COLUMN | Real Estate Beat

Easements can  
be ‘thorny’

By Bill Barksdale, GRI Realtor
Let me begin by making it clear that I am not an 

attorney and am not providing legal advice, just an 
introduction to the fascinating subject of easements 
as they affect real estate. If you need legal or survey 
advice, consult a qualified expert. I am not a qualified 
expert in this area.

I’ve been told an easement is essentially a legal right 
to use property owned by someone else, for a specific 
purpose. One attorney told me an easement is what’s 
called a “non-possessory” interest in the property of 
someone else. This is a huge area of real estate law 
that cannot be covered in a short article. There are 
attorneys that practice nothing but easement law. It’s 
big and thorny.

When you read the legal description of your 
property, always look for any easement language. In 
my experience, it’s also wise to look at the deeds and 
legal descriptions of adjoining land owners to make 
sure there isn’t something that impacts your property. 
Always consult your title insurance title officer or your 
attorney who has expertise in easement law with any 
questions.

Easements are normally created by a “written 
instrument” like a contract or deed. This is called 
an “easement by express grant,” or an “express 
easement.” I’ve seen such express easements in real 
estate legal descriptions attached to deeds. 

In my opinion, a well-written easement description 
should be clear and unambiguous so that the intentions 
of the agreeing parties can only be interpreted in one 
way regardless of who is reading it. This is true of any 
well-written contract. I’m not sure if such an agreement 
exists, but we can always strive for clarity.

A seminar I took advised the purpose of an express 
easement is often to allow one, or sometimes 
more than one, party to cross over property owned 
by someone else. This can be an “appurtenant” 
easement in the case of a specific piece of property, 
or an “easement in gross” when it belongs to a specific 
individual or group. The attorney speaker said he often 
sees this in the case of a parcel of land that might be 
otherwise landlocked and therefore inaccessible to a 
public roadway. 

I’ve seen easements in deeds and legal descriptions 
created to allow a party access to a spring or well, so 
that waterlines can cross another’s property and those 
waterlines can be maintained. Sometimes it’s a “utility 
easement” for other utilities like power lines or gas 
lines. When a power company or other utility provider 
runs services to your house or property, I’ve observed, 
they commonly have a utility easement agreement of 
some sort with that property owner. 

In our area I’ve seen something called a “slope 
easement” in documents, which gives another party, 
like Brooktrails Township, the right to maintain a 
sliding or crumbling slope next to the public roadway.

One type of easement I’ve been advised to be wary 
of is called an “easement by prescription.” This is a 
touchy type of easement and frequently requires a 
legal action and hearing before a judge. I’ve been 
advised that California law requires that the party 
claiming to have an easement by prescription show 
they have used someone else’s property openly, 
notoriously and continuously for at least five years. 
If the owner has given that party permission to use 
their land, normally a prescriptive easement cannot be 
created. 

Land owners should become familiar with how 
easements by prescription are created and, if you give 
someone permission to use your land in any way, I’ve 
been told to always put that permission in writing and 
have the party you are giving permission to sign that 
agreement, so if there’s a claim you can prove you 
gave your permission. I’ve been told that someone 
just taking a shortcut across your lot may create 
such an easement. If you feel you’ve got a problem 
in this area, I strongly suggest you contact a qualified 
attorney immediately for advice. 

I’ve seen documents over the years showing 
easements created in many other ways for various 
purposes, including by reference on a recorded map 
or other document, by implication, by reservation 
(sometimes in a deed or legal description), and 
by other means. This is such a complex area of 
real estate law that it requires, as I mentioned, the 
counsel of a qualified legal expert like an attorney who 
specializes in easement law. There is a huge body of 
legal decisions that provide opinions and decisions 
about easement law. It’s an interesting topic to study.
Bill Barksdale has been a real estate agent in Mendocino County for 
over 25 years. Contact him at Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty Inc.: 707-
489-2232 or bark@pacific.net.
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Being a good landlord
By Richard Selzer 

Owning a home isn’t right for everyone, which is why many 
people invest in rental properties. Here’s how to prepare a home to 
be rented, and what it means to be a good landlord. 

1. Really clean your house. We all know that other people’s dirt is 
dirtier than our dirt, so make sure your place is CLEAN. I’m talking 
about a “mother-in-law visit” clean, not the old dust-and-vacuum 
clean. Have carpets and window treatments professionally cleaned. 

2. Make sure the house is in good repair. Fix leaks. Replace 
broken parts. Deferring maintenance can actually cost you money. 
Problems from an unfixed leak can get very expensive. 

3. Put in attractive, hardy, low-maintenance landscaping 
that’s appropriate for the property. A dirt patch is hardy and 
low-maintenance, but hardly attractive or appropriate for most 
properties. A field of delicate flowers is beautiful, but not hardy or 
easy to maintain. 

4. Make sure all door and window locks are in good repair, and 
re-key locks between tenants. Paying $50 to re-key locks is a small 
price to protect your new tenants from someone who might have an 
old key to the property. 

5. Take pictures of your property. Good pictures make for good 
marketing. They also serve as a record of the condition of your 
property before it was rented. 

6. Consider who would be happy living in the property in its 
current condition. If the house is in good shape, then responsible 
renters will likely be interested in renting from you. If the house 
isn’t in good shape, consider maintenance that would attract the 
applicants you’re looking for.

Now that the house is ready to rent, here’s how to be a good 
landlord:

1. Start with a thorough application. Ask the potential renters 
to provide information about their income, credit, rental history, 
and other relevant details. Then verify it. As a long-time property 
manager, I have seen some interesting attempts at deception. 

On rental history, for example, if a tenant isn’t paying in a timely 
manner, or is a complainer, or isn’t taking care of the property, the 
current landlord might be motivated to give that tenant a sparkling 
recommendation. Why? Because if someone else will rent to the 
tenant, that tenant will vacate the current property. That’s the reason 
you should talk to the last two or three landlords. 

On employment verification, even if you call and speak to 
a representative from ABC Company who provides a stellar 
recommendation, consider further research if you’re unfamiliar with 
the company. Call back in a few days and see if ABC Company 
answers or if Joe (the prospective renter’s brother-in-law) answers. 

Run a credit check, and then read it. If you don’t know how to 
interpret it, ask someone who does.

2. Use a well-written rental agreement. Be clear about who is 
responsible for what. Include more than just the financial details 
(security deposit, monthly rent, length of the lease). Be explicit 
about who pays for utilities. Are you pruning the roses or is the 
tenant expected to do so? How many people can live in the home? 
Are pets OK? Do you have a pool or hot tub? Is it mentioned in the 
agreement? If you Google “residential rental agreement,” you’ll find 
lots of sample rental agreements. Review them to find an agreement 
that’s right for you.

On the utilities issue, you should require the tenant to show proof 
that they’ve put the utilities in their name as soon as they occupy the 
property. Trying to get back payments is a hassle.

3. Rely on a move-in checklist. A checklist protects you and the 
new tenant. The tenant has the opportunity to note any deficiencies, 
while a landlord can later refer to a signed checklist that indicates 
the tenants didn’t see anything amiss when they took occupancy.

4. Install carbon monoxide and smoke alarms, and brace the 
water heater before you rent the property. Protect your investment 
and your tenant with these inexpensive and legally required safety 
precautions.

5. Maintain the property. Stay on top of regular maintenance. 
Don’t wait for a change in tenants to keep everything in good 
working order.

6. Be responsive. Being responsive doesn’t mean giving in on 
every issue or being at a tenant’s beck and call. It means responding 
appropriately when your tenant requests information or repairs. 

This column wouldn’t be complete if I didn’t mention how much 
to charge, and yet, there’s no easy formula. I charge a security 
deposit and first month’s rent. I don’t charge first and last month’s 
rent because the rent can only be used for rent and no other reason. 
Be aware that the security deposit cannot be more than twice the 
monthly rent for an unfurnished property. If you’re not sure what to 
charge, find out what other properties in the area rent for.

If you have questions about real estate or property management, 
please contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com or visit www.
realtyworldselzer.com. If I use your suggestion in a column, I’ll send 
you a $5 gift card to Roland’s Bakery. If you’d like to read previous 
articles, visit my blog at www.richardselzer.com.
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the business for more than 40 years.


