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At top: Noah Willoughby leaps over the jump in the Hunter 
Hack class during the annual Willits Frontier Days horse 
show. Above, Danielle Barry on Rebel rides in the English 
division of Sunday’s show.
Below, from left: Terry Silva and Riata King, two of the 
judges for the Sweetheart horsemanship competition on 
Sunday. Little Lake firefighters on call at the Truck Pulls 
Friday night. At bottom, from left: Willits driver Jeb Potter 
maneuvers the five-ton military truck for an exhibition run 
against The Terminator. Willits’ Jeff Whitby drives his Chevy 
truck in the locals division.

Photos by Maureen Moore

Above, from left: The sidewalk in front of Mazahar was a flurry of activity during the Hometown Celebration on Thursday. Logan Garcia 
enjoys a slice of ham at the Lions Club Cowboy Breakfast at the Rec Grove on Sunday. John and Charline Ford of John Ford Ranch 
hold a bag of ground beef at the Farmers Market, which moved downtown for Hometown Celebration.

At top: Willits’ Brianna Lawrence smiles, giving the arena crowd a thumbs 
up mid-pull against The Terminator. She ended up in fifth place, with a pull 
of 234.97 feet. Above, from left: Willits Lions Club members pose in the 
cook shack during Sunday’s breakfast. The Garcia family, including Katie, 
Logan and Eric, in front, and Tami, Luis and Hunter, behind, enjoy their 
pancakes, eggs and ham. Chef Lion Diana Bell holds a skillet of eggs.

Photos by Maureen Moore

Happy  
4th of July!
Weekend full of events leads up 
to Monday’s main celebration

Junior Rodeo
Saturday, July 2 from 4 to 9 pm 
at the Jack Tharp Arena. Tickets 
available at the gate: adults $5.
CCPRA Professional  
Night Rodeo
Sunday, July 3 at 7 pm at the Jack 
Tharp Arena. Tickets available 
at the gate: box: $15, adult: $12, 
child: $5.
Street Dance with  
The Johnny Young Band
Sunday, July 3, following the 
rodeo at the rodeo grounds. 
Dance is free to attend. 
Horseshoe Competition
Monday, July 4 at 10 am in the 
Rec Grove Park. Event is free to 
attend.

Main Street Parade  
“The Roaring ’20s”
Monday, July 4 at 11 am on 
Main Street in downtown 
Willits. Event is free to attend.

Country Music Rodeola
Monday, July 4 at noon in the Rec 
Grove Park. Live bands. Event is 
free to attend.
Beef Barbecue
Monday, July 4 at noon in the Rec 
Grove Park. Tickets available on 
site: adult: $15 and child/senior: 
$8.
CCPRA Professional  
Day Rodeo
Monday, July 4 at 4 pm at the Jack 
Tharp Arena. Tickets at the gate: 
box: $15, adult: $12, child: $5.

Retirement 
board votes to 

increase 
investment 

risk

A divided Mendocino 
County Employee 
Retirement Association 
board voted at their June 
meeting to increase 
the risk in the fund’s 
investment portfolio in hope 
of increasing investment 
returns.

The vote was the 
culmination of a three-
month study of investment 
options presented by Greg 
DeForrest and John Pirone 
from investment advisors 
Callan Associates Inc.

The firm’s representatives 
clearly stated MCERA’s 
current investment mix is 
only expected to provide 
an annual 6.6 percent 

Ursula Partch
Contributing Reporter

State union 
takes over 

local CSEA 
chapter

The California School 
Employees Association 
– the labor union for 
non-credentialed school 
employees such as 
cafeteria workers, 
custodians and bus 
drivers – has suspended 
the executive board of the 
Willits chapter, Local 261.  
Former CSEA president 
Dany Laurent has been 
removed from her office, 
and the CSEA has directed 
that administrative duties 
for the next several months 
be performed by Frank 
Rodriguez, an employee of 
the Windsor Unified School 
District and the state 
CSEA’s Area B director. 

According to a 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Willits man, 
teens badly 

injured in solo 
crash

Five young teenagers 
and a Willits man were 
injured last Thursday 
evening when a 2014 Jeep 
Patriot left East Hill Road 
west of Eastside Road 
and plunged down a steep 
embankment into a creek 
bed.

The driver, 38-year-
old Michael Cruce, was 
arrested by state traffic 
officers following the crash, 
and is being treated for 
major injuries at Santa 
Rosa Memorial Hospital.

According to a California 
Highway Patrol press 
release, alcohol use is 
believed to have been a 

Remco 
vote

 did not violate 
Brown Act, 

attorney says

Fueled in part by 
perceived agenda 
irregularities surrounding 
the May 11 Willits City 
Council meeting, which saw 
approval of the Ed Mitchell-
Bruce Burton proposal 
to use and develop the 
former Remco site, concern 
has been voiced and 
accusations uttered that 
council members may have 
violated California’s Brown 
Act public meetings law.  

The Brown Act, named 
after its author state 
Assemblyman Ralph M. 
Brown, was passed in 
1953 as a safeguard for the 
public’s right to access and 

Damian Sebouhian
Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com

School board 
approves 

$19 million 
budget

It’s belt-tightening time 
again. That’s the takeaway 
from the June 22 meeting 
of the Willits Unified school 
board, where trustees 
unanimously approved a 
nearly $19 million budget 
for fiscal 2016-17. 

The budget for next 
year is $560,000 less than 
the 2015-16 budget of 
$19,553,500. The 2016-17 
budget is $18,992,458.

A total of 82 percent of 
the district’s expenses will 
go for employee salaries 
and benefits. The district 
plans on spending some 
$272,000 less for books 
and supplies in 2016-17 
than in the prior year, a 
decrease of 35 percent, 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Frontier 
Days Parade 

parking 
restrictions

With the Frontier 
Days Parade rapidly 
approaching, the Willits 
Police Department would 
like to remind everyone of 
the parking restrictions set 
in place for July 4th. Frontier 
Days volunteers and 
Willits Police Department 
officers will be posting NO 
PARKING signs along the 
parade and detour routes 
prior to the parade. Frontier 
Days volunteers have 
begun delivering notices to 
those residences situated 
along the parade and 
detour routes detailing the 
parking restrictions. 

WPD asks everyone to 

For more details, see pages 6 and 7 of this edition, log on to 
www.WillitsFrontierDays.com, or call 459-6330.
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Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to 
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd 
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits 
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District 
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter 
publication from any one writer to once a month. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, 
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and 
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and 
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of 
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous 
source will be published, although a request to withhold the 
writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

— BARBER WANTED —

  Kenny’s
     BARBER  SHOP

456-1174
1569 South Main Street

Open Tues. thru Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 9-4

Art  Circle Time  American Sign Language

Outside Play  Snacks  Group Activities

Inquiry Based Learning  Spanish  Infant Care

Preschool #233008715     &     Infant #233008719

239 South Main Street - Willits

707- 459-2101   wolfgangr@pacific.net

transforming 
anger

resentment
 depression

anxiety

Wolfgang Ronnefeldt, M.A.

BODY-CENTERED 
COUNSELING 

Dave Bixler: 707-841-7429
Call for an appointment.
Check us out on Facebook:

“Garfi eld Construction Timber Frame Revival”
License #971030

SPARETIME
SUPPLY

March - July:
Mon - Sat:  9am - 7pm 

 Sunday:  9am - 5pm

We’re gunna
skeedoode

on ouua 
here!

Happy
4th of July

YY’all!
August - February:

Mon - Sat:  9am - 6pm 
Sunday:  Closed

OBITUARY | 

Quaid Blake
Quaid Steven Blake was born in Mission Viejo, on 

February 2, 1989 to parents Donna and Gary Blake and 
big brother Torrey. The family welcomed younger brother 
Bryce 2.5 years later. They moved to Willits in 1995, 
and Quaid attended Willits schools through high school, 
graduating from Willits High School in 2007.

Quaid attended Mendocino College and enjoyed 
traveling, including to Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, Italy 
and Hawaii. He also loved music, dancing, drawing, playing 

video games, and 
hanging out with 
his close circle of 
friends and his 
brothers.

Quaid passed 
away at the age 
of 27 on June 25, 
2016 in Willits 
after a long battle 
with cancer.

He is preceded 
in death by his 
father, Gary Blake 
in 2009, uncle 
Jeff Blake in 
2002, grandfather 
William Carrillo 
in 2002 and 
grandfather Jay 

Dwyer in 2008, great-great-aunt Marie Wieland in 2012, 
great-uncle Tom Wieland in 2001, great-grandmother Edith 
Asti in 2009, and great-grandfather Joseph Asti in 1991.

He is survived by his mother, Donna Blake, brothers 
Torrey and Bryce Blake, grandmother Jolene Carrillo, 
great-grandmother Faustina Carrillo, grandmother Jean 
Blake, aunts and uncles Michelle Mayfield and Ross 
Mayfield, Denise Collins and Steve Collins, Connie Blake, 
Jaccie Folton, Greg Blake and Meredith Blake, and 
Vanessa Guerrero.

He is also survived by his cousins Paige Mayfield, Natia 
Collins, Cheyenne Collins, Preston Blake, Audrey Blake, 
Charlie Blake, Steven Blake, Robert Blake, Lisa Ledesma, 
Piper Baker, Genevieve Richards, Enrique Guerrero and 
Alajandro Guerrero.

The family held a private celebration of life on 
Wednesday, June 29. In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to Phoenix Hospice or to the Humane Society 
of Inland Mendocino County as Quaid believed animals 
were a comfort to him, and would be to others dealing with 
cancer and other illnesses.
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Alice Skinner
Alice Arlene Skinner of Willits passed away June 

16, 2016 at the age of 79. She was born in Mill Valley, 
California, on December 14, 1936 to Arthur Becker and 
Emma “Casey” Becker. Alice married Hayden S. Skinner, 
Jr. in Santa Rosa on August 28, 1979. She enjoyed her 
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Zumba instructors Erin Fitzpatrick and Megan 
Hall from Energize Willits, lead a group of 
exuberant children at the ongoing, free Summer 
Reading Program in the public meeting room at 

the Willits Library.
Library patrons were 

entertained with faint 
musical beats and 

excited children’s voices from 11 to noon on 
Thursday, June 23. Mothers lined the walls and 
joined in, as children “free danced,” danced with 
scarves, moved to music with stretches and new 
dance steps, and learned some Spanish from 
the nursery rhyme’s Spanish lyrics to “Head, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes.” 

“Zumba for Kids” is one of nine creative 
offerings by the library every Thursday this 

summer through August 11. The other fun 
events will be: “Stories by Emmy Good” on June 
30; “Origami for Kids” on July 7; “Children’s 
Drumming Program” on July 14; “Wool Felting 
and Sheep Stories” on July 21; “Rockin’ Reading 
Time” (stories and songs) on July 28; “Wild 
Things” on August 4; “Ending Party and One-
Man Play” on August 11. Call the Willits Library, 
459-5908, for further information.

In July, Energize Willits will present a 
“Children’s Zumba Camp With a Twist!!” It will 
be held every Monday and Wednesday morning 
from 10:15 to 11 am at the Willits Charter School 
on Main Street. Call Megan or Erin at 707-583-
9386 for more information about the children’s 
class or to register, and for information about 
Energize Willits’ adult Zumba classes, too.

Zumba for Kids
Willits Library Summer Reading Program 

gets kids moving, too

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
ree@willitsweekly.com

At top, from left: 
Zumba instructor 
Megan Hall, in blue, 
leads the children 
in cool-down 
stretches after their 
workout. 
Above: Zumba 
instructor Erin 
Fitzpatrick, at right, 
shows kids and 
moms a Zumba 
step.
Below, left: Khyler, 
at left, enjoys 
the free dancing 
section of the 
Zumba class at the 
Willits Library’s 
Children’s Reading 
Program.
Below, right: 
Khyren, in front, 
scarf dances 
during a Zumba 
routine at the 
library last 
Thursday.

Thanks from the Farmers Market

To the Editor:
Thanks to all who stopped by the Farmers Market at the 
Hometown Celebration last Thursday. We were pleased to 
see so many new faces at market and happy to be a part 
of the celebration. You may have met some of our vendors 
elsewhere, too. Jon Maglinte’s hot dog stand, found in the 
food court by Mainstream Music, is a weekly feature at 
the market, as is Pilón Kitchen. We hope newcomers to 
Farmers Market will visit us this week and in the weeks to 
come at our regular location in City Park, down the street 
from the Little Lake fire station.
Thanks also to everyone who helps put on this celebration 
of Willits-based businesses and organization, with special 
thanks to the Willits Local First committee of the Chamber 
of Commerce for encouraging Farmers Market to move 
downtown for the event, to Linda Matz of Cat’s Meow, 
Lynn Kennelly of the Chamber, and Marie Blancas of Moon 
Lady for putting so much energy into making it happen. 
Also to Carlin Diamond, whose inspiration for a health fair 
at market helped move us to be a part of the celebration, 
and to Ian Fitzpatrick for constant follow-through.
The vendors at Willits Farmers Market are part of the 
richness of our local business community, and they 
welcome shoppers every week to enjoy some of what is 
produced right here in Mendocino County. The market is 
open every Thursday through October in City Park, from 
3 to 6:30 pm, with lots of local produce, prepared foods of 
all sorts, crafts, and live music. We hope to see you there.

Michael Foley, market manager, 
 Willits Farmers Market

Thank you

To the Editor:
Thirty years! That’s the number of years the community 
of Willits has gone without one of its youth dying in a 
car accident on graduation night!! The Sober Grad Party 
Planning Committee started sponsoring all-night safe and 
sober grad parties in 1986! Before that time almost every 
year a grad or a friend of a grad died in a car accident 
graduation night after attending an alcohol and/or drug 
fueled party. 30 years equals 30 kids whose lives have 
been saved. What a wonderful legacy! And the committee 
would not be able to put on this party every year without 
the support of this fantastic village.
Throughout the school year after each of our fundraisers 
we have thanked the many individuals and businesses 
who have supported each of them. And then to actually 
put on the party takes another group of individuals and 
businesses that help. Accordingly we would like to thank the 
following for their donations of money and prizes: Barbarie 
Gonzalez, Betty & Len Cudney, Neil Orr, Doris Weir, 
Mendocino County District Attorney, Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office, Mariposa Market, Shusters Transportation, 
Dr. & Mrs. Tedd Dawson, Willits Mini Storage, Mendocino 
Forest Products, LLC, East Hill Veterinary Clinic, North 
Coast Drivers, dba Lucky Deuce, T.R. Eriksen Trust, Tri 
Counties Plumbing, Realty World—Selzer Realty, 101 
Trailer and RV, Lou & Jan Meier, Willits Rental Center, 
Ponderosa and Sun Realty, Sanhedrin Nursery, Valley 
Paving, Yokum’s Body Shop, Robin Goldner, Frank R. 
Howard Foundation, Olenick Fence Company, Round Tree 
Glass, Alfred F. Kerr, Sparetime Supply, The Book Juggler, 
Cat’s Meow, SHN Consulting Engineers & Geologists, 
Willits Lions Club, Savings Bank of Mendocino County, 
Dr. & Mrs. William Bowen, Skunk Train, Nikos Gyro Shop, 
Patrona Restaurant via KWNE Radio, Bruce Burton, 

ER Energy, Brewed Awakening, Earth’s Treasures and 
Computer Works Unlimited.
We also wish to thank the following individuals for helping 
set up/decorate, chaperone and/or help with cleanup: 
Peter Smith, Cathi Nicolaus, Debbie Carillo, Christina 
Hsieh, Dorothy Dalske, Mattie Pinon, Miranda Musgrave, 
Kira Crelly, Linda Matz, Diane Smalley, Todd Hollifield, 
Tom Woodhouse, Wayne Waters, Dave Edgar, Tom 
Allman, Gerry Gonzalez, Dan Pinon, Divora Stern, Bonnie 
Riley, Paul Riley, Megan Hall, Erin Fitzpatrick, Greg 
Atherton, Kathy Uppinghouse, Alex Gamez, Kohl’s Cares 
Employees, Melieka Ferrante, Bryce Ferrante, Reba 
Smith, Nicole Burke, Dan Drickman, Maureen Moore, 
Wayne Bashore, Elida Cardoza, Betty Meinecke, Doris 
Weir, Elsa Jessup, Cathy Moorhead, Bill Wilson, and the 
Class of 2016 parents.
The committee thanks each of you. The Class of 2016 
thanks you!

Joyce Waters, secretary, Sober Grad Party 
Planning Committee

Beautifying and celebrating
To the Editor:
It was four years ago today 
that Chuck Persico, Mike 
Underhill, Pete Swanton 
and I branded the planters 
at the city parking lot 
celebrating Willits’ western/
ranching/logging heritage.
Let’s start a movement 
in our great town to get 
property owners to begin 
looking at beautifying 
our town as well as 
celebrating our real 
heritage, particularly as we 
celebrate the 90th year of 
the Willits Frontier Days.

Ron Moorhead, 
Willits

Art classes at WCA
To the Editor:
Longtime local artist Meridy Volz has returned to the Willits 
Center for the Arts to host a summer painting series. An 
extremely talented and experienced painter herself, Meridy 
will be guiding students of all skill levels to new heights 
of creative expression. Describing her workshop she says: 
“This class teaches you to push color, line and composition. 
It will encourage you to find your voice through painting. I 
work with each artist individually, teaching techniques in 
a myriad of styles with both brush and knife, ranging from 
representational to abstract.” 
Students are encouraged to bring an image to paint that 
holds personal emotional value. One former student 
remembers: “Meridy really got me to break out of my 
comfort zone. I was too in my head, and I needed to think 
outside the box. It was really a breakthrough in my creative 
work.”
Meridy is also including a Life Drawing class, on each 
Wednesday evening of her workshop week. This Life 
Drawing class will include individual instruction and skill 
building for all levels, novice to master.
Classes have begun and will continue through the summer. 

June 27 - July 1, July 25 - July 29, August 15 - August 19, 
and September 19 - September 23. Contact Meridy directly 
to register: mersart@hotmail.com or 760-668-9852. More 
information at willitcenterforthearts.org.

Holly Madrigal, manager,  
Willits Center for the Arts

Willits and Kenya
To the Editor:
On Saturday, St. Francis Church will be holding a yard sale 
at 1253 Magnolia, behind the old hospital. I mention this to 
you, because our church has been supporting a project in 
Kenya, with one of the men who studied here with Ecology 
Action and returned there to teach farming, 
Paul Simiyu is that student, who studied here with Ecology 
Action, John Jeavons’ project, and was a true believer that 
Willits loved and helped him, but his own inspiration was a 
true faith that he is being led by God to teach farming and 
offer help for AIDS orphans.
Paul grew up as an orphan, way out in western Kenya, 
and sold water in the streets to pay his way through school 
there. John Jeavons came to speak at their school and 
offered a chance, once in a lifetime, for Paul to improve his 
situation, so he left his wife and daughters to come here to 

study, at great risk. 
Paul is extremely 
directed, with a 
strong 10-year plan, 
and he attended 
our church and took 
part in the services, 
so when he 
returned to Kenya 
and found his home 
in disrepair, we 
took up a collection 
two years ago in 
church, which was 
forwarded to him to 
repair his tin roof 
on his tiny adobe 
home.
With that money, 

instead of doing a minimal repair, Paul built a fine, larger 
structure, using handmade bricks, and the whole town is 
better for that. His contract means he has to work far away, 
near the western border, where a previous student who 
had been here with Ecology Action was killed five years 
ago plowing a field, simply because he was a Christian. 
Now Paul says the town believes Paul’s God is a “real 
God” who helps his people.
This current project at Saturday’s yard sale involves helping 
Paul to connect with communications to the structure he 
built – the U.S. dollar goes so far there – and his faith has 
inspired me to pursue this. From selling water in the street, 
the lowest of the low jobs, Willits has made it possible for 
Paul to improve living conditions for his whole town of Moi’s 
Bridge. All because God is lifting up his life.
It is rare to meet a person who is inspired to do good works, 
and lights that inspiration in others. Thank you for reading 
about this young man who is now travelling around Africa 
teaching conferences on farming. Think of the life Willits 
made possible for Paul!
I will have a table at the yard sale with a large 18 inch x 14 
inch Kenya flag. My flag at the yard sale will be bright as 
Paul’s opportunities! 
Love makes all things possible ... all love,

Betty Spence, Willits

Photo by  
Cathy Moorhead

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

From left to right: Ron Moorhead, Mike Underhill, Pete Swanton and Chuck 
Persico with the planters. 
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Now Welcoming New Patients
To provide better care for your growing family and ours, we have 

moved to a new clinic location located at 3 Marcela Drive,  

Suite C in Willits. 

We offer a wide-range of services for the entire family, from the 

common cold and flu, to annual physical exams and vaccinations and 

management of chronic disease. Our team is ready to care for your 

whole family, from newborns to adolescents, and we care for mom 

and dad too!

A New Clinic Location to Care for the Whole Family 

Intersection of East Hill Road and  
Haehl Creek Drive (In front of the new  

Frank Howard Memorial Hospital)

NEW 
LOCATION

3 Marcela Drive | Suite C  
Willits, CA 95490 
Lamprich Center

S A M E  D A Y  A P P O I N T M E N T S  A V A I L A B L E

Now at a 
Same great 
quality care.

new location.

707.459.6115

Felix W. Camp passed away
June 3, 2016.

My heartfelt condolences to
his family, with my sincere apology

for my error in his obituary.

— Judy of Anker-Lucier Mortuary

career as a bookkeeper for 40+ years. Alice was a member 
of the Mormon Church. She had many interests that she 
enjoyed, including: sewing, cooking and working with 
crafts. One of her special delights was volunteering with 
the Girl Scouts.

Alice is survived by her loving husband, Hayden Skinner; 
her children: Sara Skinner, Glenn McAulay, Donald Stumpf, 
Bruce Stumpf, Sonjia Ridelle, and Hayden Skinner III; 
and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Private 
services are being planned.

Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-
Lucier Mortuary.

OBITUARY | 

Karwin Phillips
Karwin Ann Phillips of Covelo passed away June 19, 

2016 at the age of 62. She was born in Ukiah on July 9, 
1953 to Doran Lincoln and Leona “Pete-Downey” Lincoln. 
A loving homemaker, childcare giver and classroom aide, 
she enjoyed beading, reading, gambling, and most of all 
she loved visiting and talking with relatives and friends.

Karwin was preceded in death by her husband, George 
Phillips, and her father, Doran Lincoln. She is survived by 
her family in Covelo, including her daughters:  Georgiann 
Phillips and Kassandra Phillips; mother, Leona Lincoln; 
brother: Douglas Lincoln, Sr.; brother, Doran Lincoln, Jr. 
(Sacramento); and grandchildren: Adrian Phillips, Anhelica 
Phillips, and Clint Gonzalez.

Funeral services were held June 27, 2016 in Covelo.
Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-

Lucier Mortuary.
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Artists from all corners of Mendocino County will once 
again prove this month at the Willits Center for the Arts that 
we have some incredibly talented artists. WCA curator Mary 

Kelly was busy this week putting the 
final touches on the displays for the 
“Americana, Sweet Land of Liberty” 
art show. The opening reception for 

the July show will be this Friday, July 1, from 7 to 9 pm. 
I caught up with Kelly early this week as she bustled 

around the art center preparing for her first show since she 
joined the art center in March.  Willits born and Laytonville 
raised, Kelly shared that she is living a dream and grateful 
to be able to work in a field that she has always loved.  

Art has always been a passion for her, even as a small 
child. Like so many young people, she believed that art 
was “a hobby” and that she needed a career that would 
give her a living wage.  Many years later, after earning her 

“living wage” she is now able to follow her passion, which 
led her to applying to the Willits Center for the Arts curator 
position this spring.  

Kelly has long appreciated the talent in our county and 
has enjoyed reaching out to artists to put together the July 
show.  The artists displaying their work are from Willits, 
Covelo, Elk, Redwood Valley, Bell Springs, Poonkinney, 
Leggett and Ukiah.  Not all of the art was on site on 
Tuesday, but what was there was magnificent.

There will be a wide variety of art mediums, including 
blacksmithing, leather work by master saddle maker Jeff 
Daniels, sculptures by Lorraine Toth, quilts by Nancy 
Simpson, Marjo Wilson’s paintings, Meadow Rose’s unique 
photo art, and so much more.

Nancy Simpson, local quilter, showed up to deliver 
three of her beautiful quilts and her vintage 1930s sewing 
machine, which she used to make her hand-quilted 

Sawtooth Sampler, made in 1978.  She also showed me 
her Mexican Star quilt, designed using a historical quilt 
pattern from 1821, using colors inspired by Talavera 
pottery.  “Tropical Waters,” her 2016 creation, will have you 
dreaming of a tropical beach. 

Photographs printed on wood! Most of us have enough 
trouble printing our photographs on paper, but Meadow 
Rose’s husband designed a printer that prints her 
photographs onto wood.  Rose has submitted several 
pieces to the show.  No two are alike because each piece 
of wood is unique and enhances the beauty of Rose’s 
photographs.  

The exceptional willow furniture by Tom Boek on display 
is bound to have patrons dreaming of one of these beauties 
for their own.  Boek’s creations are masterfully constructed 
works of art.

Start your 4th of July weekend off with a fun evening 
meeting the artists and being amazed, once again, 
by the variety of fantastic artists in our little corner 
of the world!

“Americana, Sweet Land of Liberty” will run July 1 
to 31. The new regular gallery hours are Wednesday 
through Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm, to allow greater 
access for the public. More info: 459-1726 or www.
willitscenterforthearts.org.

At top, from left: Sculptures by Lorraine Toth of Elk reflect 
the theme of the July show, “Americana, Sweet Land 
of Liberty.” Several distinctive photos created by artist 
Meadow Rose, using a printer custom-designed by her 
husband to print on wood. A custom willow chair created 
by artist Tom Boek. 
Above, right: Willits Center for the Arts docent April 
Tweddell, left, helps quilter Nancy Simpson display 
Simpson’s quilt made with the historical Mexican Star 
pattern.
From left: Nancy Simpson displays her 2016 quilt Tropical 
Waters. Lorraine Toth’s stunning take on Lady Liberty. 
Another sculpture by Elk artist Lorraine Toth. 

‘Americana, Sweet 
Land of Liberty’

July show at Willits Arts Center  
is first by new curator

Jenny Senter
Features Writer

Photos by Jenny Senter

How To 
Sudoku:

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a Sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

Crossword 
Puzzle & 
Sudoku

CLUES ACROSS
1. Systems, doctrines,  
     theories
 5. Belle’s friend Chip  
     was one
11. NBA MVP
14. Preeminent
15. __ and the Beast
18. Round, flattish cap
19. Bright
21. Unpleasant person
23. Passes through a  
      wheel’s center
24. The New York __
28. Military alliance
29. He prosecutes the  
      accused
30. Noble act
32. Handyman’s tool
33. Austrian river
35. An accountant  
      certified by the state
36. Dad (slang)
39. Women
41. Type of blood
42. Ambush
44. Measuring  
      instrument
46. Protein-rich liquids
47. Socially conservative  
      person (Australian)

49. Girl
52. Small Spanish  
     dishes
56. Mexican plant
58. About thigh
60. Absorptive
62. Diner
63. Ethnic group of Laos

 CLUES DOWN
 1. International radio  
     band
 2. Thrust
 3. Measures  
     insignificance
 4. Appears on Roman  
     currency
 5. Does not drink
 6. Midway between  
     northeast and east
 7. Actinium
 8. A Chicago ballplayer
 9. Compound
10. Former British  
      pol Derek
12. Color properties
13. Chinese magnolia
16. American state
17. Conference of Allied  
      leaders

20. Cats ‘say’ this
22. Didymium
25. He conducts  
      physicals
26. European Economic  
      Community
27. Individually
29. Begetter
31. Press against lightly
34. Licensed for Wall  
      Street
36. Posttraumatic stress  
      disorder
37. Mountain nymph  
     (Greek)
38. Italian city
40 South Dakota
43. Rank in the Ottoman  
      Empire
45. In the year of the  
      Lord (abbr.)
48. Explorer Vasco da __
50. Besides
51. Bart’s sister
53. They hold plants
54. Song
55. Rescue
57. Small island
58. Coniferous tree
59. Albanian currency
61. Of I

Find a Willits Weekly distribution box at:  
101 Drive-In, J.D. Redhouse, Willits Post Office, Village Market, Ardella’s Downtown Diner, Buttercups Children’s Boutique, Willits City Hall,  

Willits Library, Mariposa Market, the old Country Skillet, Old Mission Pizza, Gribaldo’s Cafe, Brewed Awakening, and Ace Copy and Shipping.
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The officers of the Willits Police Department handled 182 
incidents in this seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations and Arrests
June 18 

2:20 pm: Officers responded to a traffic collision in the 
1400 block of South Main Street.

4:50 pm: HILL, Justin (46) of Willits was contacted in the 
10 block of Franklin Avenue and issued a citation for an 
outstanding Mendocino County warrant.

8:30 pm: Officers initiated a mental health commitment 
in the 300 block of South Main 
Street.

June 19
12:40 pm: Officers received 

a report of a subject causing a 
disturbance in the 10 block of 
Creekside Court. They arrived 
and contacted WILSON, 
Jeffery (26) of Willits. Officers 
determined Wilson was too 
intoxicated to provide for his 
own care and placed him under 
arrest pursuant to 647(f) PC 
(Public Intoxication).

2 pm: A violation of a court 
order was reported in the 100 
block of East Commercial Street.

11:50 pm: Officers contacted MANOLIAN, John (37) 
of Willow Creek in the 200 block of South Main Street. 
During the contact, officers discovered Manolian was in 
possession of a sales quantity of individually wrapped 
amounts of concentrated cannabis. Manolian was released 
with a citation for 11359 HS (Drug Sales).

June 20 
10:15 am: Officers were alerted to a subject who 

appeared to be stealing from vehicles in the 100 block of 
Tuttle Lane. Officers quickly responded and located the 
subject in the 100 block of East Valley Road. During the 
subsequent investigation, officers discovered the subject, 
a 16-year-old male, was in possession of numerous items 
that he’d just stolen from unlocked vehicles in the area. 
In addition to the stolen property, officer determined the 
juvenile was under the influence of drugs and alcohol. He 
was arrested on a number of charges including 496 PC 

(Possession of Stolen Property), 484 (Theft), and 11357(b) 
HS (Possession of Marijuana), and booked into Juvenile 
Hall. 

3:40 pm: Hit and run collision reported in the 400 block 
of Mill Street.

6 pm: BOYD, Benjamin (64) of Willits was contacted 
in the 200 block of South Humboldt Avenue and arrested 
pursuant to an active Gridley Police Department warrant.

June 21 
9 am: Officers responded to a reported assault in the 

900 block of South Main Street.
5 pm: TICKNER, Antonio (32) 

of Covelo was contacted during a 
traffic stop in the 10 block of West 
Valley Street and issued a citation 
pursuant to 14601.1(a) VC 
(Driving on a Suspended License) 
and 1203.2(a) PC (Violation of 
Probation).

6:40 pm: Officers contacted a 
16-year-old male juvenile in the 
700 block of Central Street after 
receiving a report that the subject 
was exhibiting strange behavior. 
When officers contacted the 
subject, they determined he was 
under the influence of both a 
stimulant and marijuana, and as 

such, was unable to care for himself. The subject was 
arrested pursuant to 11550(a) HS (Drug Influence).

June 22 
8:45 am: A theft was reported in the 200 block of South 

Main Street.
10:35 am: Officers were dispatched to a reported 

burglary to a trailer at property in the 10 block of Harms 
Lane. With assistance from the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, they located the suspect in the 300 
block of Franklin Avenue. A subsequent investigation 
revealed the victim had interrupted CARVER, Chad (26) of 
Willits burglarizing the trailer. At the time of police contact, 
Carver was still in possession of stolen goods. Carver was 
arrested pursuant to 459 PC (Burglary).

WPD 
Activity 
Report
June 18 to June 24

Prepared by WPD Sgt. Jake Donahue

Over on Page B2Read the rest of
Police Report
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Thursday, June 30
Summer Reading Program: The Willits Library 
Summer Reading Program offers a summertime of 
fun, with reading, special events and prizes, every 
Thursday, from 11 am to 12 noon, through August 
11. June 30:  Stories by Emmy Good. Willits Library, 
390 East Commercial Street. 707-459-5908. Next 
week, July 7:  Origami for Kids.
Power of Produce Club back at Willits Farmers 
Market: This free kids’ farmers market program 
runs Thursdays at City Park from 3 to 6:30 pm 
through July 14. “The POP Club empowers 
children ages 5 to 12 to make healthy food 
choices by offering educational activities, 
cooking demonstrations, and food 
sampling, plus $4 in special 
market “Green Bucks” 
that they can do their 
own shopping for 
veggies and fruit 
at the market 
and a “passport” 
book to 
keep track 
of the new 
foods they have 
tried.” Info: Tarney Sheldon at North Coast 
Opportunities: 707-462-1950 or sheldont@ncoinc.
org.
Brainstorming Social Security: Baby boomers 
and current clients of Social Security are invited, 
Thursday, June 30, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm, to the 
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. The 
manager and supervisor of Ukiah Social Security 
will present information regarding: Disability, SSI, 
“new to Social Security,” applying for Medicare, 
representative payee, and anything else that 
you would like to have addressed. Q&A after the 
presentation. “This is a great opportunity to stay 
in Willits and not have to travel to Ukiah, stand 
in line, or try to understand the Social Security 
website. This presentation will inform you about 
what will affect you the rest of your life. Don’t miss 
this fantastic, free opportunity to understand a huge 
part of you and your family’s future. Refreshments. 
Info: Priscilla at the senior center: 459-6826.
Free Meditation Program:  All are invited to a new 
ongoing free program, “Meditations for Personal 
and Planetary Healing,” beginning Thursday June 
30 at 7:30 pm at the Inner Resource Institute,1500 
Hearst Road (at the corner of Hearst and Valley). 
Continuing Thursday evenings through September 
30. “This program is for anyone who wants to 
immerse themselves in simple but  powerful 
and effective guided group meditation 
practice sessions 
(instructions provided) for 
personal and planetary 
healing.” Info and 
registration: 707-357-
4676.
Shanachie Pub: 
Pacific Trio. 8 
pm. No cover. 
“From San Diego, 
with the drummer and 
guitar player having 
family in Willits. The 
band play a blend 
of rock & reggae with 

originals and covers.” Visit www.
facebook.com/people/Pacific-
Trio/100009481294934 or www.
reverbnation.com/pacifictrio. 50 
South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Friday, July 1
“Americana, Sweet Land of Liberty” – opening 
reception tonight from 7 to 9 pm at Willits Center 
for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street. This show, 
curated by Mary Kelly, features a wide variety of 

art mediums, including sculptures 
by Lorraine Toth, quilts by 

Nancy Simpson, paintings 
by Marjo Wilson, willow 

furniture by Tom Boek, 
handmade saddles 
by Jeff Daniels, and 

works by other 
c r a f t s p e o p l e . 
Runs through 
July 31. Serving 
beer and wine 

at reception. New 
regular gallery hours are 
Wednesday through 

Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm, to allow 
greater access for the public. More info: 459-

1726 or www.willitscenterforthearts.org.
Shanachie Pub: Black Iris Band. 9 pm. No cover. 
“4-piece classic rock and 
blues cover band featuring 
veteran players Todd Brayton: 
Lead vocal-drums, John 
Coughlin: lead guitar-vocals, 
John Chambers: Bass guitar-
backing vocals, Shawntee 
Wirth: lead vocals.” 50 South 
Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, July 2
Church Rummage Sale: 
Rummage sale fundraiser, Saturday, July 2, from 
8 am to noon. 1253 Magnolia Street. To benefit St. 
Francis Church. Info:  Betty @ 459-9204.
Willits Healthy Action Club: “Making Willits the 
Healthiest Little Town in America … One Step at 
a Time.” Each meeting’s program will feature three 
steps to promoting health: A short action-oriented 
talk on an important aspect of health to put into 
practice between meetings; a regular walk for health 
and connection; and an option to eat good food 
together following the walk at a local restaurant or 

shared picnic. 10 am at the Willits 
Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street. All interested are invited to 
call club founder Jed Diamond at 
459-5505 or Jed@MenAlive.com.
45th annual WFD Junior Rodeo: 

Willits Frontier Days Junior 
Rodeo is set for 4 to 9 
pm this year, at the Jack 

Tharp Arena at the Willits 
Rodeo Grounds. Tickets are 
$5 for adults, and children are 
admitted for free. Tickets are 
available presale from any 

of the Sweetheart contestants. 

Events at the junior rodeo 
include many of the CCPRA 
events, just on a smaller scale, 
along with calf and steer riding, 
which offers the little ones a 
chance to get ready for the bulls, 
and the Mystery Scramble. 
Shanachie Pub: Dallas Burrow. 
8 pm. No cover. “A singer 
songwriter from the Texas Hill 
Country, Dallas’ compositions, 
lyrics, and the rootsy, raw, 
organic delivery of his unique 
sound, offer an authentic and 
unedited experience.” Visit 
www.dallasburrowmusic.com. 
50 South Main Street, behind 
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-
9194.

Sunday, July 3
CCPRA Rodeo: 7 pm at the Jack Tharp Arena at 
the Willits Rodeo Grounds. Admittance is $15 for 
box seats, $12 for adults and $5 for children. Tickets 
are available presale from any of the Sweetheart 
contestants. “The California Cowboys Pro Rodeo 
Association is a group of top-ranked cowgirls and 

cowboys who participate on 
a circuit of professional grade 
rodeos throughout the state. The 
contestants participate in eight 
events – bareback, saddle bronc, 
team roping, calf roping, steer 
wrestling, breakaway roping, 
barrel racing and bull riding – 
hoping to win the coveted All-
Around title.”
WFD Western Dance: 9 pm at 
the Willits Rodeo Grounds. Music 
by The Johnny Young Band: 

“Country roots, with a Rockin’ soul … a high-octane 
mix of Country, Rock, and Pop favorites.” 21+ over. 
Free to attend. No backpacks allowed. The Johnny 
Young Band features  Johnny Young on Vocals & 
Guitars, Nick Ford on Bass Guitar, Rik Pietriewicz 
on Guitars & Backing Vocals, Sid Walker on Fiddle, 
and Michael Masters on Drums. 

Monday, July 4
WFD Horseshoe Competition: 
10 am, Rec Grove, free to 
attend. $50 entry fee per team; 
Prizes: 1st place: $150; 2nd 
place: $100; 3rd place: $50. 
Entry form (must pre-register) 
www.willitsfrontierdays.com/
documents/entry_HORSESHOE.
pdf  Contact: Stephen Summers 
367-2435. 
Independence Day Parade: hurray, 
it’s the 4th of July again! The theme for the 
2016 parade is “The Roaring ’20s.”  Parade 
starts at East Commercial and Main Street at 11 
am, heads south down Highway 101 (with the 
bypass opening planned before the end of 2016, 
the 90th annual Willits Frontier Days Parade will 

shut down Highway 101 for the 
last time this year), turns east on 
Valley Street by the Post Office, 
and then turns north on South 
Lenore, to East Commercial 
Street at the Rec Grove.
4th of July Celebration at 
Grace Community Church: 
A free barbeque, cake walk, 
bounce house, kids’ games, 
zip line, roller coaster, pie and 
watermelon eating contest. 
Grace Community Church, 25 
Hazel Street (behind Flyers Gas 
Station). “Come after the parade 
and join us for some fun.” Info: 
459-3106.
WFD Country Music Rodeola: 
live music at the 90th annual 

Rodeo BBQ at the Rec Grove, starting at noon. 
Free! Featuring: Mojo Martin, Sara Rose & Kyle 
Madrigal, Pick & Pull, Clay Hawkins, County Roots 
Band, Dennis Krisp & Friends, and Clos Enuf. Your 
Host: Genial Jeffry; sponsored by Small Wonder 
Repair.
WFD Beef Barbecue: Noon at the Rec Grove Park. 
Lunch is $15 for adults and $8 for children. Tickets 
are available pre-sale from any of the Sweetheart 
contestants, or at the event. Black Angus tri-tip 
roast, cowboy-style beans, salad, garlic-buttered 
French bread and corn on the cob. Pick a spot on 
the lawn or at a picnic table in the shade. 
CCPRA Rodeo: 4 pm at the Jack Tharp Arena at 
the Willits Rodeo Grounds. Admittance is $15 for 
box seats, $12 for adults and $5 for children. Tickets 
are available pre-sale from any of the Sweetheart 
contestants. “The California Cowboys Pro Rodeo 
Association is a group of top-ranked cowgirls 
and cowboys who participate on a circuit of 
professional grade rodeos throughout the 
state. The contestants participate 
in eight events – bareback, saddle 
bronc, team roping, calf roping, 
steer wrestling, breakaway 
roping, barrel racing and bull 
riding – hoping to win the 
coveted All-Around title.”

Tuesday, July 5
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: 

All 2D movies that are in their 
second week are $5 on Tuesdays 
at the Noyo Theatre for all 
ages, all showings. This week’s 
Tightwad movies: “Finding 
Dory” and “Independence Day: 
Resurgence.” For showtimes: 

www.noyotheatre.com. 57 East 
Commercial Street. 459-6696.

Thursday, July 7
Summer Reading Program: The Willits Library 
Summer Reading Program offers a summertime of 
fun, with reading, special events and prizes, every 
Thursday, from 11 am to 12 noon, through August 
11. July 7:  Origami for Kids. Willits Library, 390 East 

Commercial Street. 707-459-5908. Next week, July 
14:  Children’s Drumming Program.
Power of Produce Club back at Willits Farmers 
Market: this free kids’ farmers market program 
runs Thursdays at City Park from 3 to 6:30 pm 
through July 14. See Thursday, June 30 listing for 
more details.

Friday,  
July 8
Willits HomeBREW 
Club: monthly 
meeting Friday, July 
8, starting at 7 pm 
at the Willits KOA 
in their meeting 
hall (pull up to the 
gate, tell them you 
are here for the 
homebrew meeting and then drive straight back 
to the meeting hall). The beer style of the month 
is Summer Ales. Come and learn about all things 
fermentable! Visit http://willitshomebrew.weebly.
com/ for more info. 

Saturday, July 9
Animal Party Dance: A fundraiser for the Humane 
Society of Inland Mendocino County. With Mystic 
Sol, Funkacillin, Pick & Pull. Saturday, July 9. Doors 
open 6:30 pm. Music 7 to 11 pm. Advance tickets 
$15  at J.D. Redhouse, Mazahar, Cat’s Meow, 
Ardella’s; $18 at the door. Kids 12 and under are 
free. Food, wine, beer, raffle.

Willits Summer Farmers Market: the Willits 
Farmers Market is now in Bud Snyder City Park, 
from 3 to 6:30 pm every Thursday afternoon. 
Veggies, strawberries, cherries, flowers, local 
meats and local grains, dinner, baked goods, 
gift items, chocolates, crafts, live music, the new 
edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
Power of Produce Club back at Willits 
Farmers Market: this free kids’ farmers market 
program runs Thursdays at City Park from 3 
to 6:30 pm through July 14. “The POP Club 
empowers children ages 5 to 12 to make healthy 
food choices by offering educational activities, 
cooking demonstrations, and food sampling, plus 
$4 in special market “Green Bucks” that they can 
do their own shopping for veggies and fruit at the 
market and a “passport” book to keep track of the 
new foods they have tried. Info: Tarney Sheldon 
at North Coast Opportunities: 707-462-1950 or 
sheldont@ncoinc.org.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation: every Tuesday, 
6:30 pm, at the Muse, 30-A San Francisco 
Avenue.  More info: 456-9425.
Tuesday Night Potluck Bingo: Potluck dinner 
and bingo every Tuesday at the Harrah Senior 
Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.” Be sure to bring a 
dish to share!” 5 to 7 pm; $5 buy-in; 50 cents per 
card. Info: 459-6826.
‘Come and Play’: Grace Community Church at 
25 Hazel Street is sponsoring a free play date 
every Thursday this summer starting June 9, from 
11 am until noon, for kids through sixth grade. 
Children must be accompanied by a parent. An 
enclosed play yard for the little ones and various 
activities for older children.  Call 459-3106 for 
additional information.
Al-Anon Meeting: Thursday nights from 5:30 
to 6:30 pm, at the Baechtel Creek Village 
Community Room (behind Rite-Aid at the 
Evergreen Shopping Center. Saturdays at 10 
am at St. Francis Episcopal Church Fellowship 
Hall, 66 East Commercial Street. “Al-Anon Family 
groups are a fellowship of relatives and friends 
of alcoholics who share their experience strength 
and hope to solve their common problems. We 
believe that alcoholism is a family illness and that 
changed attitudes can aid recovery.”
Drop-in Knitting Circle: Due to popular 
demand, the Willits Library is holding the drop-in 
knitting circle every Saturday of the month, from 
3 to 4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 
East Commercial Street. “Bring your projects to 
share and show off! We will have expert knitters 
on board who can solve any problems and teach 
everyone to knit! Bring your own projects – we’ll 
supply the coffee! Sign-ups are not necessary – 
everyone is welcome to drop in.”
Willits Library Public Events: “Stories for 
Crawlers and Walkers,” Thursdays at 11 am. 
Technology group for help with hand-held 
devices, Fridays at 1 pm. Youth Game Night, 
ages 10-14, Fridays from 5 to 7:30 pm. 390 East 
Commercial Street. More info: 459-5908. 
Soroptimists International of Willits: Women’s 
service club aimed at the betterment of girls 
and women. Meets second and third Tuesdays 
of every month, noon to 1 pm, at Old Mission 
Pizza, 1708 South Main Street, in the back room. 
Women interested in community service are 
welcome; new members are encouraged to join 
at any time.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group 
with Linda Posner, Wednesdays from 10 to 11 
am. Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Volleyball Open Gym: at Baechtel Grove 
gym; Sundays and Tuesdays at 7 pm. Some 
experience desired, but not required. $5 per 
night; first night free. Info: Jeff at 354-1850.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom 
from Smoking” class sponsored by the Frank R. 
Howard Memorial Hospital. Every Wednesday at 
the HMH Conference Room, 1 Madrone Street, 
6 to 7 pm. RSVP to Jennifer Barrett at 707-540-
4208. Walk-ins are always welcome.
Kids on the Run!: club for kids kindergarten 
through 12th grade, sponsored by the Sheriff’s 
Activity League. Saturdays at 10 am at the ball 
fields between the Dog Park and the Mendocino 
County Museum. Cost for 2016: $10, includes a 
T-shirt and free race entries. Questions? Contact: 
Michelle Kluskiewicz at 267-608-6262 or Gina 
Henebury at 707-485-1794.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at 
Body Works Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen 
gym: Monday to Friday from 2:30 to 5:30 pm; 
Boxing: Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 
pm; Karate: Kids aged 5 to 10 from 6 to 7 pm, 
Tweens, Teens and Adults at 7 pm. All SAL programs 
free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague 
or Mike Tobin: 354-0565. 
Shanachie Pub: Jazz Night every second 
and fourth Thursday. 8 pm. No cover. “Local 
musicians … take jazz standards and infuse them 
with funk, hip hop, world, and free form jamming. 
The outcome is unexplainable.” Open Mic Night 
every Wednesday. 8 pm. Sign-ups start at 7:30 
pm; pre-signup list starts at 3 pm when the Pub 
opens. “An eclectic array of local musicians and 
even performers from around the world!” 50 
South Main Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. 
Info: 459-9194.
Karaoke Night at Al’s Redwood Room: Every 
Wednesday night, starting at 9 pm. 207 South 
Main Street. Info: 459-2444. 
Laytonville Summer Farmers Market: 
Mondays, June through October, from 2:30 to 
5:30 pm at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, 
Laytonville. Local fresh fruits and vegetables, 
artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs, garden 
bouquets, handcrafted clothing, live music and 
much more. 

COLUMN | At the Movies

‘Independence 
Day: Resurgence’

The Story: Ugly aliens with tentacles 
invade. Landmarks are destroyed. 
All life on Earth is threatened. But 
then the Earth fights back. Complete 
disaster is narrowly averted. There 
are just enough losses to make the 

wins sweeter. 
The heroic 
man and 
his heroic 

wife kiss. And that’s how Hollywood 
movies are supposed to end.
My Thoughts: A “final kiss” … Score 
a big win for old school Hollywood 
kitsch. This epic sequel is just as 
corny and as stupid as the first 
“Independence Day,” and just as 
entertaining. I highly recommend it.
Parents: The kids will be thrilled and 
will root for the home team, which is, 
of course, the Earth.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Daniel Essman
Columnist

Ongoing
EventsWhat's Happening Around Town

DEADLINE FOR 

WILLITS WEEKLY:
Monday prior to Thursday 

publication

Redwood 
Empire Fair

August 4th to 7th 2016
Entries due soon

The 2016 Redwood Empire Fair Entry Guide 
is out and can be picked up at the Chamber of 
Commerce, Willits Library, J.D. Redhouse  or 
Gateway Realty. You can get information online at 
www.redwoodempirefair.com. Click the “August 
Fair” link at the top to open the “2016 Redwood 
Empire Fair Entry Guide” with links to all the different 
categories, including non-livestock entry forms to 
print. Livestock entries must be done online. Most 
entry forms are due by July 8; make sure you check 
the links for individual category deadlines. To enter 
online: At www.redwoodempirefair.com, click on the 
“Online Entries” tab. Read instructions, then scroll 
down to “Livestock Exhibits online entries” or “Non-
Livestock Exhibits online entries” links. You will be 
taken to the Blue Ribbon Fair page, where you will 
need to create an account. After logging in, follow 
the instructions on the Blue Ribbon Fair page to 
submit all your entries. See you at the fair!!!

Senior Center Lunch
Week of July 4 through July 8 

Monday:  Happy 4th; Center Closed
Tuesday:  Taco Salad
Wednesday: Cod/Dill Sauce, Quinoa
Thursday:  Bacon, Egg & Potato Bake
Friday:  Roast Pork

Harrah Senior Center serves lunch 
five days per week from 11:45 am to 1 
pm. 55 and older: $5.50 per meal; under 
55: $7 per meal. Includes soup, entrée, 
vegetable, bread, dessert, and drink. 
1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-6826.

Carnival in town!
WFD Johnson Amusements Carnival: The annual 

visit of Johnson Amusements Carnival during Willits 
Frontier Days offers rides, food and fun for kids and 
adults, including classics like the Gravitron and the 
Zipper, and carnival games including darts, ping 
pong balls for goldfish, and more. Wristbands: $25 
during the week and $30 on the weekend.

American Legion Raffle
through July 4

Willits Post 174 is holding its Annual Fundraising 
Raffle for its community programs: “Help us help our 
community by supporting our Annual Fundraising 
Raffle.” Tickets available through July 4. $1 each. 
Buy 5 or more and receive a mini U.S. Flag. A 
number of great prizes are to be offered. Call a 
Legionnaire: 456-9858 or 272-1997. 

Dorian May Trio &  
Little Big Band

July 17 at WCT
Renowned local jazzman Dorian May will bring his Trio and his Little Big Band to 

the Willits Community Theatre Playhouse for an evening show on Sunday, July 17 
at 7 pm. Their first set will feature the Dorian May Trio and invited friends playing 
jazz classics. During the second set, the Dorian May Little Big Band will fill the 
playhouse with the finest of American jazz classics. The Dorian May Trio includes 
Dorian May on piano, Dorothea May on bass, and Gabe Yanez on drums. For 
the Little Big Band, trumpeter Walter Kimmelman joins saxophonist Sonny Cordell 
in the horn section and Mendocino Coast blues man Earl Oliver joins The Real 
Sarahs singing sensation Sarah Ryan on vocals.

Look for classic tunes from the 1930s and ’40s including “Take the A Train,” “I’m 
Beginning to See the Light,” “Mack the Knife,” “Slow Boat to China,” “Cheek to 
Cheek” and the immortal zoot suit anthem, “Jump Jive and Wail.” Tickets are $15 and 
available in person at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street; online at brownpapertickets.
com; or by phone 24/7 at 1-800-838-3006. Tickets will also available at the door until 
sold out. The WCT playhouse is located at 37 West Van Lane (behind Shanachie 
Pub).

Willits City Pool open for the summer
The Willits City Pool is now open Monday through Saturday through 

August 19 (closed for the July 4 holiday). Lap Swim: 6 to 8 am 
(sometimes continued until 9 am if room) and from 4 to 6 pm (2 lanes 
dedicated to lap swim), Monday through Friday ($4; $70 for a 20-swim 
pass). Aqua Aerobics, Tuesday and Thursday from 12 to 1 pm, and 
Saturday 11 am to 12 pm ($4). Infant/Parent Quiet Swim: 12 to 1 pm, 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, $4 for parent/infant; $2 for additional 
child; for infants under 2). Open Public Swim, 1 to 4 pm, Monday through 
Friday, and 12 to 4 pm on Saturday ($4; $70 for a 20-swim pass). Swim 
Lessons: 9 am to 12 pm and 4 to 6 pm, Monday through Thursday. First 
session of swim lessons started June 14, late start registration is OK. 
A total of four 2-week sessions of ½ hour swim lessons ($50 first child, 
$45 second child $40 each additional child) will be offered this summer. 
To pre-register, come by the pool or leave a message at 459-7125.

Private swim lessons are also available, call for more info. Willits City 
Pool is closed to the public on Sundays, but open for rental for private 
parties or clinics on Saturday evenings and Sundays; call for more info. 
Main pool number: 459-5778. Keep up with happenings at the pool by 
visiting “Willits City Pool” page on Facebook.

Calling All Vendors
Senior Center Flea Market is set for Saturday, 

July 9, from 8 am to 1 pm, at 1501 Baechtel Road. 
Please call to sign up: Lucy Stanley, 459-6826, ext. 
113. 10x10 spaces are $25.

18th Annual Willits Rotary

Phoenix Hospice Golf Tournament
Sunday, July 17

Enjoy a day on the greens under the redwoods. Willits Rotary is sponsoring a 
golf tournament to benefit Phoenix Hospice. Help support hospice. This work is 
crucial to our community! Sunday, July 17. Check-in at 8 pm; Shotgun Start at 9 
pm. $75 per player ($55 for Brooktrails Golf member). Includes Barbecue, green 
fees, raffle, additional hole-in-one prizes; $10,000 cash prize for hole-in-one on #9. 
RVSP: Tammy Long, 480-993-5755 or 456-3244; tammy.long@ah.org.

Caption: Dorian May Little Big Band, featuring from left to right: 
Trumpeter Walter Kimmelman, blues man Earl Oliver, vocalist 
Sarah Ryan, pianist Dorian May, bassist Dorothea May, drummer 
Tom Rickard, and saxophonist Sonny Cordell.

‘The Clean Bin Project’
Thursday, July 21

“The Clean Bin Project”: “A competition where less is more”; presented by Now 
and Then Film Series. “Is it possible to live completely waste-free? In this multi-
award-winning film, partners Jen and Grant go head to head in a competition 
to see who can swear off consumerism and produce the least garbage.” With 
“laugh out loud moments, stop motion animations, and unforgettable imagery.” 
Thursday, July 21 at 7 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. $5 
donation. Visit: www.cleanbinmovie.com/the-film.  Trailers & short films start at 
6:30 pm. Serving heirloom organic popcorn with real organic butter and Fair 
Trade chocolates.
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Online: www.basroofing.com 

Email: basroofing@live.com

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786
Sonoma: (707) 541-6934

Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties    W.C. & G.L. insuredCa. Lic # 927007       

Residential & Commercial
Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

BROOKTRAILS
GOLF COURSE

and GRILL
24860 Birch Street
Willits, CA 95490
(707) 459-6761

brooktrailsgolfcourse@gmail.com

Golf Course Hours:
8am-7pm

Grill Hours:
9am-5pm

Weekly Schedule:
8am

Mondays & Fridays
Senior League

8am Wednesdays
18 Holes Golf —

Fun Day All Wecome

5pm Thursdays
Bordo Scramble

10am Sundays
Disc Golf Club

By Chris Baldo, contributing writer
Roots of Motive Power embarked on the 

restoration of the 1921 Kelly Springfield 
steam roller in October 2014. The roller 
was purchased in 2003 from Walter and 
Carol Hahn of Compton, California, and 
originally operated for the City of Pomona.

While the initial dismantling of the roller 
went relatively quickly, the restoration 
quickly became one of the most involved 
and technical in the 30-plus years of 
the Roots organization. A careful boiler 
inspection revealed that the front tube sheet 
of the roller would need to be replaced. The 
riveted construction of the boiler required 
that Roots volunteers become proficient 
at riveting, an old-world skill that required 
weeks of experimentation and practice.

The boiler work was completed, and 
the boiler received State of California 

certification for a working pressure 
of 125 PSI. Finally, on Wednesday, 
June 22, the steam roller made 
its debut under steam, a glorious 
event indeed after a year and 
a half of dedicated work by the 
Roots crew. 

Roots plans to have all three 
of its road rollers in this year’s 
July 4th parade, the 1921 Kelly 
Springfield steam roller, the 1924 
Buffalo Springfield steam roller, and the 
1928 Buffalo Springfield gasoline roller.

Restoration 
complete

Roots to show off Kelly Springfield  
steam roller in July 4 parade

From left: The 
Kelly Springfield 
steam roller moves 
along the Baldo 
Locomotive Works 
yard. Troy James 
holds up the steam 
roller’s water bag. 
Smoke billows up 
as the roller gets 
ready to move. 
Below: Troy James 
and James Anson 
ready the whistle 
and adjust the rope 
handle. 
At bottom: The 
Roots work crew 
for the first steam-
up of the Kelly 
Springfield on 
June 22.

Below, from left: The Crosby steam whistle 
at the front of the Kelly Springfield steam 
roller.  The 1921 Kelly Springfield steam roller 
in October 2014, when Roots of Motive Power 
started its restoration work. The gathered crowd 
of spectators on June 22 watches the steam 
roller travel.

Photos by Maureen Moore and Chris Baldo

return over the next 10 years, well 
below the 7.25 percent expected 
return the trustees voted on in 
2015, and which has been used in 
actuarial calculations to determine 
contribution rates and the plan’s 
funding status.

To add bad news, Callan 
representatives pointed out there is 
no possible investment mix that will 
give MCERA an expected annual 
return of 7.25 percent over the 
next 10 years. As DeForrest put it: 
“This is the reality of the financial 
markets.”

DeForrest tried to sweeten the 
pill by stating Callan’s analysis 
assumed an inflation rate that 
is 1 percent lower than the one 
used by MCERA’s actuaries. The 
inflation number determines the 
benefits expected to be paid to plan 
participants during their retirement.

Based on Callan’s assumption of 
low inflation, their analysis expects 
the county’s pension plan will be 
funded 83 percent by 2025, up from 
the current 73 percent. However, 
Trustee Ted Stephens was quick 
to point out MCERA’s annual cost 
of living adjustment is not based on 
the low national inflation rate, but 
the higher Bay Area inflation index.

Callan’s report gave three options 
to change the investment mix to 
increase the expected annual return 
from 6.6 percent to 6.8 percent, 
all of which increase the risk for 
MCERA.

Callan’s recommendation was 
to increase holdings in real estate 
from the current 9 percent to 11 
percent, to put 7 percent of plan 
assets into private equity funds, and 
to decrease holdings in stocks and 
bonds.

The main challenges with private 
equity funds are the long-term 
commitment required, high risk, lack 
of liquidity, and determination of fair 
value. The up side is that private 
equity funds have outperformed 
public equity funds by 4 to 5 percent 
over the past 10 to 20 years.

Stephens expressed his dislike of 
private equity investments, saying: 
“Even if the fund managers don’t 
perform, we are stuck with them for 
10 years.” DeForrest acknowledged 
that investing in private equity funds 
is “a lot like a marriage,” and that 
it will take years to achieve the 
expected higher returns due to the 
way such funds operate.

When asked by trustees, both 
DeForrest and MCERA retirement 
administrator James Wilbanks said 
they were in favor of adding private 
equity to the investment mix.

However, the motion ultimately 
brought to a vote was Stephens’ 
proposal to increase real estate 
holdings by 2 percent and foreign 
stock holdings by 4 percent, and 
to decrease bond holdings by 6 
percent. This will decrease assets 
held for risk mitigation purposes 
in the plan from 28 percent to 22 
percent.

When asked whether he was 
comfortable with this strategy, 
DeForrest said he thought it was 
risky to increase stock holdings 
at the tail end of a very long bull 
market. However, when pressed by 
Stephens, he acknowledged foreign 
stocks “do not look as overvalued 
as U.S. stocks.”

Stephens’ proposal won by a 4-3 
vote. In addition to Stephens, it was 
supported by trustees Jerilyn Harris, 
Dan Gjerde and Randy Goodman.

Trustees Kathryn Cavness, John 
Sakowicz and Tim Knudsen voted 
“no.”

Later in the meeting, Harris asked: 
“Why has there been no discussion 
about raising the contributions? 
We should recommend this to the 
board of supervisors.” Knudsen 
countered that such a move would 
require legislative action, since the 
California Act of 1937 prescribes 
the contribution formula. 

However, Stephens accurately 
pointed out the MCERA board 
determines the expected rate of 
return on plan assets, which has a 
direct impact on the contributions 
made by employers and employees. 
Retirement administrator Wilbanks 
promised to provide education to 
trustees on what drives contribution 
rates at a future meeting.
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May 29 letter from 
CSEA President Ben 
Valdepena, the executive 
committee of Local 261 
has been stripped of its 
administrative duties due 
to an “inability to maintain 
a full executive board, 
deficient communication 
to members, including but 
not limited to adequate 
notice regarding chapter 
meetings, inadequate 
notice regarding votes, 
inadequate chapter meeting 
minutes, last-minute 
changes or cancellation of 
chapter meetings, and lack 
of follow-through on CSEA 
policy.”

In the letter, Valdepena 
said the state association 
did not like to take the step 
but felt it had to do so to 
protect the integrity of the 
union. “This is one of those 
times,” Valdepena said. 
“When chapters lack these 
components, all members 
suffer.” 

Valdepena said 
Rodriguez would be 
working to build a new 
executive board for Local 
261 over the next several 
months, and implementing 
changes beneficial to all 
chapter members. 

According to CSEA 
North Bay Field Director 
Gabriella Echevarria, the 
state organization plans 
on holding elections to 
the local executive board, 
but will postpone that 
election until fall. “We are 
going to wait until after 
school begins. We will hold 
the election as soon as 
possible,” Echevarria told 
Willits Weekly. 

Echevarria added it was 
“not very common” for the 
state union to take over 
administration of a local 
chapter. “We’ve taken over 
two this year,” Echevarria 
said. “That’s more than in 
most years. There’s been 
a number of years when 
we didn’t take over any 
chapters,” she said. 

factor in the 8:30 pm crash.
Officers say Cruce 

apparently lost control of his 
eastbound vehicle, which 
left the right shoulder of 
the roadway then careened 
down an embankment, 
rolling over an unknown 
number of times before 
landing on its roof in Davis 
Creek.

Fourteen-year-old Taylor 
Carter, riding in the front 
passenger seat of the Jeep, 
escaped with moderate 
injuries. Officers say, like 
Cruce, Carter was wearing 
a seat belt.

Four other passengers 
in the vehicle, 13-year-old 
Alyssa Bacon, 13-year-old 
Stevan Beers, 13-year-old 
Paris Yadon, and 12-year-
old Shandra Silva, all riding 
in the back of the Patriot, 
were not wearing seatbelts, 
the CHP reports.

Bacon and Carter 
suffered moderate injuries, 
the CHP report said, and 
were taken to Howard 
Memorial Hospital for 
treatment. Beers, Silva and 
Yadon all suffered major 
injuries in the solo crash.

Beers was airlifted to UC 
Davis Medical Center for 
treatment; Silva and Yadon 
were both taken to Oakland 
Children’s Hospital.

The accident remains 
under investigation, the 
CHP said.
This report was based on 
a press release from the 
California Highway Patrol. 

to participate in local governmental meetings, and can 
be found in the California Government Code, sections 
54950-54963.

Among the rules established by the Brown Act, the 
public, including the press, must be notified 72 hours in 
advance of any regular city council meeting in the form 
of a released agenda. The Willits City Council agenda, 
organized by City Manager Adrienne Moore, lists 
topic items under headings such as “Public Matters,” 
“Consent Calendar,” “Informational Reports,” etc.

Another rule under the Brown Act is that all closed 
session meetings must be announced in the agenda 
with a summary explanation as to the general topic of 
conference discussion. While most discussion topics 
are required to be open to the public, exceptions 
for closed sessions include: conference with a real 
property negotiator, conference with legal counsel for 
existing and/or anticipated litigation, conference with a 
labor negotiator, and various public employee matters 
(code sections 54954, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54957.7).

While the agenda itself has the 72-hour advance 
release requirement, staff reports corresponding to 
agenda topics do not have such a requirement, but 
once released to members of the elected board, staff 
reports must be made available to the public and the 
press “without delay.”

No violation, Lance says
The agenda item on the Remco discussion for the 

May 11 Willits City Council meeting was listed under 
Public Matters, item “3b”: “Presentation, Discussion 
and Possible Action to Approve a Proposed Plan to 
Use and Develop the Former Main Remco Hydraulics 
Site (Tentative)”.

The staff report “and supporting materials” for item 
3b were not made available for review until Tuesday, 
May 10, at 1:49 pm (when an email from City Manager 
Moore was sent, with this note: “Please note that at 
press time last Friday, details were still being worked 
out between the city and the Trust, and were not 
finalized until this day.”)

The staff report included background information 
about meetings the city council held in June and July 
2015 and the conditions and additional information 
the council had asked for at that time from bidders 
interested in the Remco property. It also included 
this sentence: “[Trustee and site project manager] 
Dr. Farr has also advised the city that the Trust now 
seeks approval for only one redevelopment project, 
proposed by Ed Mitchell’s group.”

The supporting materials were a May 6, 2016 letter 
from Trust attorney Philip C. Hunsucker, asking the city 
council to approve the Mitchell-Burton development 
plan. The letter also stated: “Only Mitchell has a 
contract for purchase of the Trust-owned properties. 
The Mendocino Railway (‘Skunk Train’) fell out of 
contract.”

The letter continues: “The Trust will not enter 
into a contract with the Skunk Train for the sale of 
the Trust-owned property. Among other reasons, 
the Trust will not enter into a new contract with the 
Skunk Train because it has refused [to] enter into a 
declaration of environmental restriction that would 
make conditions necessary to protect human health 
and the environment run with the land, requiring any 
subsequent owners to adhere to the conditions.”

The complete Mitchell-Burton plan was not made 
available until the evening of the meeting itself. As 
has been noted in past Willits Weekly coverage, many 
members of the public who attended the meeting 
were surprised to learn that only the Mitchell-Burton 
proposal was on the table and that the Skunk Train 
had failed to renew its contract in August 2015. 

Did these perceived agenda irregularities violate 
the Brown Act? As long as the press received 
the information packet at the same time as 
councilmembers, then no, there was no violation. 
According to Willits City Attorney Jim Lance, this was 
the case.

The reason for the “tentative” designation? “By the 
time [Adrienne Moore] had prepared the agenda she 
had not received documentation she was waiting on 
from the [Willits Environmental Remediation] Trust,” 
Lance explained. The Trust, along with Pepsi, owns 
the former Remco site and has been responsible for 
its cleanup and sale. “There was a possibility that by 
the time [Moore] posted the agenda this matter would 
have to be pulled.”

When asked by Willits Weekly about what some 
members of the public have claimed to be vague 
language in the agenda description – which they claim 
is a violation of the Brown Act – Lance disagreed: 
“The Brown Act says the agenda description should 
be fewer than 20 words and generally describe the 

matter, and I think the description [Moore] drafted did 
that. If the question is ‘did she comply with the Brown 
Act?’ I think she did, because the way that matter was 
phrased alerted the public that there’s going to be a 
discussion and possible action [on that topic].”

Why didn’t Moore address the fact that only one 
party was eligible to purchase the Remco site rather 
than two? Why didn’t Moore list the Mitchell-Burton 
group by name in the agenda title?

“I don’t think [Moore] was required by law to identify 
every potential developer, or put notice in the agenda 
title that Pinoli was out of the picture,” Lance said. 

Closed sessions
Some members of the public shared their dismay 

over the closed session conferences regarding the 
former Remco site. 

Willits Councilwoman Madge Strong, in a letter 
to the editor explaining her “no” vote for approving 
the Mitchell-Burton proposal, wrote: “There were 
numerous closed session meetings, some of which 
had to do with potential land use and some which 
didn’t. Some of the information that came out, we’re 
not allowed to talk about, but it would have been very 
helpful for the public to know.”

So, why so many closed session meetings regarding 
the former Remco site? According to the agenda 
descriptions – and verified by Lance – the answer can 
be summed up in two words: “Anticipated litigation.”

“The Brown Act authorizes public bodies to meet 
with their lawyers to discuss litigation or threats of 
litigation. It’s already out in the public that [Skunk Train 
owner Robert] Pinoli had made a threat that he was 
going to pursue an eminent domain lawsuit,” Lance 
said.

Arguing that the Skunk Train was a public utility, 
Lance said, Pinoli “was going to file a lawsuit to 
condemn the Remco site, acquire title and force a 
sale in disregard of the Trust’s authority of who they’re 
going to sell it to and in disregard to the terms of the 
consent decree that gave the city the right to approve 
the sale.” 

In other words, after falling out of contract in August 
2015, Pinoli pursued eminent domain as a means 
to acquire the property, according to both Lance 
and Hunsucker in a March 4, 2016 letter detailing 
the conflicts between the Trust and the Skunk Train, 
including threats to use eminent domain.

This threat by Pinoli – although he brought no official 
lawsuit – was considered by Lance as “anticipated 
litigation,” and therefore required closed session 
meetings.

“I think the city was very much an interested party 
in that threat of litigation,” Lance said. “It was an 
appropriate use of a closed session.”

Indeed, the first closed session notice for Remco 
discussion classified under “anticipated litigation” 
can be found in the September 9, 2015, agenda, two 
weeks after the Skunk Train’s initial contract with the 
Trust expired. 

Since that time, the council has held 14 closed 
session meetings on various topics, four of which are 
listed under “anticipated litigation,” occurring during 
the following meeting dates: April 13, 2016; April 27, 
May 11 and during the last council meeting on June 7. 

The mayor’s role
Although it’s been confirmed by all involved in the 

council meetings that Mayor Bruce Burton, soon to be 
one of the owners of the former Remco site, recused 
himself from meetings once he had an interest in the 
property, rumors still persist of possible corruption.

Lance did his best to lay those rumors to rest.
“From the point in time when [Burton] and Mr. 

Mitchell expressed an interest in a purchase, [Burton] 
did not participate in any open or closed session 
discussions from that point forward,” Lance said. “A 
conflict didn’t exist before that; once he expressed 
an interest in acquiring [the former Remco property], 
he had a conflict; he had a personal interest in the 
outcome and so he recused himself from all public and 
closed sessions.”

For more information about the Brown Act, a Power 
Point presentation authored by Lance can be found at: 
www.thecityofwillits.com/files/022309BrownAct.pdf. 
All city council meeting agendas and reports can be 
found at: www. thecityofwillits.com/category/agendas.

A pamphlet on the Brown Act prepared by the 
California Attorney General’s Office can be found 
at www.caag.state.ca.us/publications/2003_Intro_
BrownAct.pdf.

avoid parking along those routes 
prior to, or during, the parade 
on July 4th to ensure the safety 
of the parade participants, 
spectators, and all other vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic. Vehicles 
left standing in violation of NO 
PARKING notices will be subject 
to tow. 

Anyone with questions 
regarding the parking restrictions 
may contact the Willits Police 
Department at 459-6122. 

– submitted by the Willits 
Police Department

Thursday drug bust on Kawi Place
A vehicle check by sheriff’s deputies Thursday, June 23 in the 100 block 

of Kawi Place ended with the arrest of a 32-year-old Willits man on drug 
charges.

Deputies smelled “the odor of marijuana from inside the vehicle” while 
contacting its occupants, according to sheriff’s Sgt. Quincy Cromer. 
Searching both the occupants and the vehicle, deputies found quantities 
of “heroin and methamphetamine, as well as drug paraphernalia and 
associated contraband,” Cromer said.

During the investigation, deputies learned Buck Leggett was on active 
parole as well as free on bail for an unrelated offense. They also determined 
Leggett was in possession of controlled substances, Cromer said.

Leggett was arrested on suspicion of possessing a controlled substance 
for sale, violating parole, and committing a criminal offense while on bail.

He was taken to county jail, where he is being held without bail.
This report was based on a Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office press 
release.
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707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

CALLING ALL VENDORS

July 9th
8:00 a.m.

to 1:00 p.m.
1501 Baechtel Rd.

Please call to sign up:
Lucy Stanley

(459-6826, ext. 113)
10x10 Spaces $25.00

FLEA MARKET

Willits, Ca
yokumsbodyshop.com

& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE
CAR WASH

Willits caught a glimpse of its new Willits Police 
Department Bike Patrol Unit at Hometown Celebration 
last week. Officer Cody Mason, one of two WPD officers 
training for bike patrol duty at a San Francisco workshop 
this week, brought his new Fuji police bike out for a spin. 

WPD Officer Kevin Leef is also taking the one-day Police 
Officer Standards and Training-certified (POST-certified) 

bike patrol workshop in Golden 
Gate Park. The bike patrol duo 
is expected to be working traffic 
control at the 4th of July parade 

on Monday, said WPD Sgt. Jake Donahue. 
The high-quality bike patrol bikes are fitted out with a 

light bar (with red and blue police lights) and a siren, and 
bike patrol officers will have special cycling uniforms. 

In some ways, Officer Mason said, his new assignment 
is “just like any other patrol,” but he is also looking forward 
to seeing just how mobile he can be when the traffic is 
heavy. Mason said he was a recreational biker, but didn’t 
ride every day.

The bike patrol will be working during high traffic times 

like Friday afternoons, or for 
special events, Donahue 
said. They’ll be covering 
Main Street and downtown 
neighborhoods.

Sgt. Donahue said he 
hoped to get up to four 
certified WPD bike patrol 
officers by the end of the 
year.

“I like the bike patrol idea,” 
Sgt. Donahue said, “because 
in the downtown area, using 
cars to enforce some of the 
automobile violations is not 
easy. During high traffic times, trying to turn around in that 
200 block of Main Street is almost impossible. The bikes 
are more maneuverable and will allow us to deal with traffic 
issues more efficiently.”

In addition, Donahue said, “I just like the idea of putting 
our guys downtown for a closer face-to-face interaction, 
getting out of the patrol cars. I think the officers that I have 

in the bike patrol are really looking forward to that, as well.”
According to the flyer for the workshop: “Through this 

course officers will acquire the bicycle patrol techniques 
and skills needed in an urban setting. The course includes 
officer safety, use of the bicycle as a patrol vehicle, riding 
techniques, handling skills, apprehension techniques, 
selection and maintenance of equipment.”

By Cecilia Winiger, for HMH
When Andrea McCullough, MD came to the Bay Area for 

her residency training almost 20 years ago, she got a taste 
of the Northern California lifestyle and loved everything 
about it. “It’s the perfect mix of everything I like: eclectic, 
creative, full of life, but at the same time, peaceful and 
familiar. This area is perfect for me,” she says. 

That is just one reason why she is excited to join 
Redwood Medical Clinic here in Willits. She is also eager 
to help care for the people in the community. “This has 
become my home. And I love being able to take care of my 
own neighbors, who are all friends of friends.” 

As a family physician, Dr. McCullough specializes in 
providing care for men, women and children. She diagnoses 
and treats many conditions and offers a wide range of 
services, including preventive medicine, vaccinations, 
annual physical exams, management of ongoing chronic 
illnesses, and treatment of acute or serious medical 
conditions, such as diabetes and hypertension. 

Dr. McCullough earned her medical degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh; she then completed her internship 
and residency in family medicine at University of California, 
San Francisco. After completing her residency she went 
back to her hometown in Pennsylvania, but she couldn’t 
stay away from California for long. 

In 2007, she moved to Mendocino County and treated 
patients in the emergency room at Mendocino Coast 
District Hospital in Fort Bragg as an emergency physician 
for almost 10 years. She also treated patients in the 
emergency room at Ukiah Valley Medical Center and Frank 
R. Howard Memorial Hospital. 

Aside from her passion for medicine, Dr. McCullough 
says she loves Northern California because it allows her 
access to her other passions: acting and being on stage. 
She has always loved acting since she was in fifth grade. 
“Even though I love acting, my real passion is helping 
people. Being a doctor gives me that opportunity to make a 
difference in people’s lives.” 

Dr. McCullough is active in the theater scene and has 
been involved in more than 10 plays since moving to the 
area in 2007. Her first play was Shakespeare’s “Romeo 
and Juliet,” where she played Tybalt, the main antagonist 
in the story. “It was exciting. I loved the complexity, and 
I loved how everyone worked as a team to make things 
come together beautifully.”

She says the same teamwork on stage applies to patient 
care, and that being an actor has helped her immensely 
when it comes to treating patients. “In acting, you must 

have enough flexibility to adapt yourself to any role. You 
have to make it work to suit the part. As a doctor, we also 
have to be adaptable and tailor our approach depending on 
the patient so that they get the best care.”

Theater and medicine has also taught her empathy. “I 
have to be able to put myself in my patient’s shoes, so I can 
truly understand what they’re going through and address it 
accordingly.” 

Asked why she chose to join Redwood Medical Clinic, 
Dr. McCullough says she loves being able to work with 
such a great team connected to a hospital with a reputation 
for excellent patient care. “Having worked in the ER at 
HMH, I knew all the nurses and doctors and how they all 
go above and beyond for their patients. Everyone is so 
compassionate, thoughtful and welcoming,” she explains. 

She says working at Redwood Medical Clinic will also 
help immensely in bridging the gap in primary care. “In 
the ER, I have come across a lot of patients who have not 
been to their doctor in years because they can’t get an 
appointment or they fear being judged. So they show up 
in the ER instead.” 

“Having more primary care in the area will provide 
patients with better access to preventative care and to 
treatment options that can address symptoms earlier 
before they get worse.”

Asked what patients can expect from her care, “I want 
them to see me as a friend and an ally when it comes to 
their health. I want them to feel that they can come to me 
with their concerns without the fear of being judged and I 
will work with them to help them make informed decisions 
about their care.” 

Dr. McCullough is also fluent in Spanish and has a special 
interest in providing access to care to the uninsured. She is 
welcoming new patients at Redwood Medical Clinic, located 
at 3 Marcela Drive, Suite C in Willits. Please call 459-6115 
or visit www.howardhospital.org for more information. 

Bike Patrol
New Willits Police Department unit  

to debut at 4th of July parade

From left to right: WPD Sgt. Mark McNelley, with K-9 officer Lutz, Officer Michael Nguyen, Officer 
Cody Mason, and Sgt. Jake Donahue at the Hometown Celebration last week. 

Photo by Jennifer Poole

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

Star of stage and patient care 
Andrea McCullough: New family physician at Redwood Medical Clinic

Andrea McCullough, MD

and $420,000 less on services 
and operating expenses, a 20 
percent decline from current 
year levels.

The district will also spend 
$577,200 less on capital outlay 
than it did in 2015-16, a 94 
percent reduction from current 
year capital outlay spending. 

In the next fiscal year, 
expenses will exceed 
revenues by $915,290. On 
June 16, the fund balance 
stood at $3,333,671, which 
means at the close of the next 
fiscal year, June 30, 2017, the 
fund balance will likely total 
$2,418,380, a 27.5 percent 
decline. 

In the following year, Fiscal 
Officer Tanya Michel predicts 
the fund balance will take 
another $438,000 hit, and 
will close out in June 2018 
at $1,980,074, a 41 percent 
decline over a two-year period.  

Nevertheless, Michel noted, 
over the next two years, the 
district will have enough in 
its reserves to meet the state 
requirement that all districts 
have a reserve fund equal to at 
least 3 percent of that district’s 
operating expenses.

For 2016-17, the district’s 
reserves will be 5.1 percent of 
operating expenses; for 2017-
18 they are at 3 percent; but for 
2018-19 the district will fail to 
meet its 3 percent reserve level 
by $2,000. 

Michel once again told 
trustees the district is spending 
more money than it is taking 
in –

in other words, it is practicing 
“deficit spending.”  

Board President Chris 
Neary said Michel has been 
submitting the budget to the 
school board at the last minute 
and requested trustees be 
more involved with budget 
issues earlier on in the school 
year. 

“For the first two years I’ve 
been back on the board, the 
budget process has been sort 
of perfunctory,” Neary said. 
“We don’t really see that many 
changes in it, and so we don’t 
pay that much attention to it. 

Trustee Alex Bowlds 
disagreed with Neary. “I would 
argue Tanya has given us 
adequate warning that we were 
in a deficit spending mode and, 
I think, for want of a better way 
of saying it, collectively, we as 
a board have ignored that,” 
Bowlds said. 

Michel said there are 
two major factors that are 
negatively impacting the 
district’s budget. The first is, 
for the past four years the state 
Department of Education has 
been in power payback mode, 
as the state shifted to the Local 
Control Funding Formula, a 
new way of calculating state 
contributions to education.

For the past four years the 
state has been paying both a 
principal payment, plus making 
up a deficit between what the 
state thinks it should be paying 
school districts, based on the 
LCFF, and what it is able to 
pay. Therefore, state payments 
in recent years have consisted 
both of a regular chunk of 
funding, plus a “gap payment.” 
As a result, state payments 
have been considerably larger 
than they otherwise would 
have been.

However, according to 
Michel, the state has now 
almost completely made up 
the deficit in payments owed to 
the districts. Once that deficit 
is paid, total payments from 
the state will be less than they 
were from 2013 to the present. 
That means the district can 
no longer look forward to 
hundreds of thousands of extra 
dollars from the state each 
year. 

Secondly, retirement 
costs are continuing to rise. 
Sacramento has decreed 
school districts must increase 
payments to both the State 
Teachers Retirement System 

and the Public Employees 
Retirement System. Those 
increases are substantial, 
amounting to roughly a 10 
percent increase over the next 
five years. 

“What is hurting us is STRS 
and PERS are going up, but 
the state is saying, you have 
to suck it up. We are not 
getting a COLA [cost of living 
adjustment] increase to cover 
those ongoing expenses,” 
Michel said. 

A third factor not mentioned 
by Michel, but mentioned by 
former Superintendent Patricia 
Johnson several times during 
meetings in March and April, is 
shrinking enrollment in district 
schools.

Enrollment for 2015-16 was 
at 1,521, according to the 
California basic educational 
data system method of 
accounting. In 2008-09, the 
district’s CBEDS count was 
1,824, meaning enrollment 
has declined by 303 over the 
past eight years. Declining 
enrollment means the district 
will get less financial support 
from Sacramento.

Back in April, Johnson 
warned the board the district 
would see a decline in its 
payments from the state, not 
in 2016-17 but in 2017-18. 
Indeed, Michel’s predicted 
budget for 2017-18 shows the 
district will be able to spend 
$18.47 million in 2017-18, 
$523,000 less than in 2016-17.

Another 1 percent not 
included

The budget submitted by 
Fiscal Officer Michel on June 
22 did not include a 1 percent 
raise for members of the WTA 
and the CSEA, which had 
been tentatively agreed to 
by both bargaining units and 
by the district administration. 
However, a lack of clarity in 
the contract language has 
stalled implementation of the 
agreement.

According to Michel, the draft 
contract language as it currently 
stands suggests teachers will 
be getting a 6 percent raise 
in 2016-17, which is not the 
case. Teachers will be getting 
a 2.5 percent raise, which was 
agreed to in June of 2014, plus 
they stand to get an additional 
1 percent raise, tentatively 
agreed to by both unions and 
district administration over the 
past five months. However, 
as worded, the contact says 
teachers will be getting the 
2.5 percent raise, plus a 3.5 
percent raise, which adds up 
to a 6 percent raise.

Michel said she could not 
present the contract to the 
board of trustees because, as 
worded, it was inaccurate. 

New Superintendent of 
Schools Mark Westerberg, who 
will begin work July 5, was not 
present at the June 22 meeting, 
nor was there a representative 
from the CSEA. As noted in 
another story this week, former 
CSEA president Dany Laurent 
has been removed from her 
office by the state CSEA 
organization. Newly appointed 
CSEA Local 261 administrator 
Frank Rodriguez was not 
present at the June 22 board 
meeting. Nevertheless, Neary 
urged interim superintendents 
Maria de los Angeles Munguia 
and Robert Chavez, principals 
of Baechtel Grove Middle 
School and Willits High 
School, respectively, to meet 
with Rodriguez as soon as 
possible so the agreement 
can be finalized and district 
employees can be paid at the 
higher rate.

Once the agreement is 
approved by the memberships 
of both bargaining units and 
the board of trustees, the 1 
percent hike will be worked into 
the district’s budget, which will 
mean the deficit spending will 
be somewhat worse than it is 
now.

From Page 1
The rest of

Budget Brooktrails 
residents will 
pay more for 
water usage

Brooktrails directors on 
Tuesday approved raising 
the district’s water base 
rate to $47.03. The 90-cent 
hike will help “defray the 
increased costs associated 
with maintaining an aging 
infrastructure, including a 
more robust leak detection 
system, upgrading the 
energy efficiency of 
various facilities, lining 
one redwood tank and 
rebuilding several pumps,” 
district General Manager 
Denise Rose told directors 
in a written report.

At the same time, 
directors approved an 
increase in the price of 
water usage for customers, 
from $0.0215 to $0.02506 
per cubic foot.

The increase is based on 
water sales for 2014-2015 
fiscal year, Rose said, 
and the “estimated costs 
of chemicals and testing 
to treat water,” as well as 
energy costs to operate the 
water treatment plant in the 
coming fiscal year, which 
begins July 1.

Brooktrails residents 
also will pay $3.51 per 
month more for sewer 
service. $1.67 of the $3.51 
hike in the base sewer rate 
reflects payments to the 
City of Willits, Brooktrails 
share of a United States 
Department of Agriculture 
loan to construct a new 
water treatment plant.

“The remainder of the 
increase,” Rose said, 
comes from “increased 
costs [to maintain the] 
sewer collection system,” 
and includes a set-aside 
for replacement of the 
Primrose lift station and 
Poppy Drive sewer line. 

Residents who wish to 
merge lots also will face a 
fee increase, with directors 
approving a two-lot merger 
fee hike to $450, with an 
$80 for each subsequent 
lot merger, a $5 increase.

The merger program 
was developed in response 
to the township’s Specific 
Plan, Rose explained, 
which “calls for an increase 
in overall lot size and a 
corresponding reduction 
in the number of buildable 
lots from approximately 
6,000 to 4,000.”

The township receives 
applications from lot 
owners to merge between 
two and four lots and 
submits those applications 
to the county twice a year 
for action.

To encourage lot owners 
to merge their properties, 
the townships splits the 
cost with landowners 50-
50. Costs have escalated 
since the 1990s, when the 
cost was about $350, to 
about $1,200 today.

Directors “increased the 
[lot merge] cost for the 
2015-2016 fiscal year with 
the “understanding it would 
be increased over the next 
few years to an amount that 
is roughly 50 percent of the 
county charge,” Rose said.

Other township fees, 
such as sewer standby 
and water availability 
charges remain the same, 
as do development and 
remodeling fees, fees for 
preliminary and minor 
site reviews, and non-
hazardous tree removals.

New account fees, past 
due door hanger fees, 
reinstatement of service 
fees and meter-testing fees 
also remain unchanged.

Dan McKee
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Besides adopting the 2016-17 budget, 
at its June 22 board meeting the Willits 
Unified School District Board of Trustees 

dealt with 
several topics 
that highlighted 
some of the 
most pressing 

problems facing the district. 

LCAP approved
One such problem surfaced during 

discussions revolving around adopting 
the state-mandated Local Control and 
Accountability Program, a part of the 
Local Control Funding Formula. The 
LCFF is the major source of funding for 
the district. In the 2016-17 budget, it 
accounts for 75 percent of the district’s 
funding.

The LCAP provides funding for 
educating students who meet state 
poverty standards, are English learners, 
or are foster children. In the Willits school 
district, some 76 percent of all students 
meet one or more of those criteria.

The LCAP budget is $2.3 million. 
John Haschak, a teacher at Blosser 

Lane Elementary School and president 
of the Willits Teachers Association, told 
trustees he was disappointed a bullet 
point in the program objectives section 
of the LCAP had been removed: a 
statement that it would be the goal of the 
school district to attract and retain highly 
qualified teachers. 

Financial Officer Tanya Michel told the 
board the statement was likely removed 
because, within the LCAP, the goals have 
to be measurable. “You have to be able 
to report back on it,” Michel said. 

Trustee Alex Bowlds asked Michel 
what would happen if the board did not 
approve the LCAP that night. Michel 
replied the plan needed to be approved 
by July 1, and reminded trustees the 
June 22 meeting was the last scheduled 
meeting before the deadline. 

“I don’t know what to say,” Michel said, 
“it’s the basis of our funding. Please don’t 
do that.”

The board approved the LCAP 
unanimously. 

The issue is important because, 
according to information presented by 
Haschak to the board several months 
ago, new teachers in Willits are among 
the lowest paid in the state. The WTA 
contract has been negotiated over time 
so veteran teachers are comparatively 
well paid, but beginning teachers are 
comparatively poorly paid. To increase 
their salaries to “attract and retain highly 
qualified teachers” would cost a lot of 
money, and the district is increasingly 

finding that money in short supply, as 
was apparent in the 2016-17 budget, 
which showed that in fiscal 2016-17, the 
district will be spending $915,290 more 
dollars than it is taking in. 

However, board President Chris 
Neary noted, if a proposed extension 
to Proposition 30 is approved by voters 
this November, WUSD stands to receive 
another $1.3 million.

“If Prop. 30 is extended, this district 
will be on a firm financial footing,” Neary 
said. 

Legal firm retained
Trustees voted 4-1 to extend the 

contract with the legal firm of Haight, 
Brown and Bonesteel for one year. The 
firm has been used by the district primarily 
in contract negotiations with WUSD labor 
unions. It also has been used in a dispute 
between employees in the Department of 
Maintenance and Transportation. 

Michel said in light of the district’s deficit 
spending, the board might consider not 
extending the contract, but instead avail 
itself of the services of attorneys provided 
free to the district by the Mendocino 
County Office of Education. 

Neary reminded trustees that contract 
negotiations with the district’s union 
didn’t go so well under the direction of 
MCOE attorneys. Asked in a separate 
conversation to expand on his evaluation, 
Neary said: “It was the tone. The attorney 
MCOE sent us was too pro-management. 
The tone of the negotiations weren’t 
leading to an agreement. When we hired 
the new firm, a deal was made.”

Haschak also approved re-hiring the 
firm, citing good results and a positive 
experience in labor negotiations. “The 
negotiations, compared to what we had 
before, are 100 percent different and, I’d 
say, 180 degrees opposite.” 

Trustee Laurie Harris said she wouldn’t 
support extending the contract. “I feel 
the firm doesn’t have the same moral 
compass I do, and so I will reject the 
proposal that we renew the contract.” 

In response to Harris’ explanation of 
her vote, Neary said, humorously: “Well, 
you know, attorneys and moral compass, 
that’s ….”

Harris cast the lone vote against 
extending the contract. 

Part II in next week’s Willits Weekly.

School board meeting reveals 
district fissures, challenges

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Sacramento – While recent rains 
this winter and spring have been a 
welcome sight in California, drought 
conditions continue to increase fire 
danger in the region, prompting the 
California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection to suspend all burn 
permits for outdoor burning within the 
State Responsibility Area of 14 counties, 
including Mendocino County. 

The other counties where burn permits 
are suspended are: Alameda, Colusa, 
Contra Costa, Lake, Napa, San Mateo, 
San Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano, Sonoma, 
Yolo, and areas west of Interstate 5 in 
Stanislaus and San Joaquin counties. 

This suspension took effect Monday, 
June 27 at 12:01 am, and bans all outdoor 
burning except for campfires within 
organized campgrounds or on private 
property with landowner permission. 
Campfires may be permitted if the 
campfire is maintained in such a manner 
as to prevent its spread to the wildland. 
A campfire permit can be obtained at 
local Cal Fire fire stations and online at 
PreventWildfireCA.org.

Since January 1, 2016, Cal Fire and 
firefighters across the state have already 
responded to approximately 2,100 
wildfires that have burned over 32,000 
acres.

While outdoor burning is no longer 
allowed, Cal Fire is asking residents to 
ensure that they are prepared for wildfires 

by maintaining a minimum of 100 feet of 
“defensible space” around every home.

“As conditions across California are 
drying out further, we must take every 
step to prevent new wildfires from 
sparking,” said Chief Ken Pimlott, Cal 
Fire director. “Residents must ensure 
they have defensible space by removing 
dead trees and overgrown vegetation 
from around their homes, but do so 
safely.”

Here are some tips to help prepare 
homes and property:

• Clear all dead and or dying vegetation 
100 feet from around all structures

• Landscape with fire resistant/drought 
tolerant plants

• Find an alternative way to dispose of 
debris such as chipping

For additional information on how 
to create defensible space, as well 
as tips to prevent wildfires, visit www.
ReadyForWildfire.org.

The department may issue restricted 
temporary burning permits if there is an 
essential reason due to public health and 
safety. Agriculture, land management, fire 
training, and other industrial-type burning 
may proceed if a Cal Fire official inspects 
the burn site and issues a special permit.

 – submitted by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection

Cal Fire suspends SRA burn permits

Laytonville man faces assault charge
A 34-year-old Laytonville man was arrested Sunday after he allegedly slashed his 

brother’s right hand with a piece of broken glass during an argument.
The victim and his brother, Travis Manion, were involved in a verbal argument that 

turned into a physical altercation at about 10:30 am on June 26 in the 1800 block of 
North Road in Laytonville, according to sheriff’s Sgt. Joey DeMarco.

During the fight, Manion reportedly picked up a piece of broken glass and attempted 
to stab his brother, yelling he was going to kill him, DeMarco said. The victim suffered 
minor injuries to his face and right hand while fighting off Manion.

Deputies found Manion a short time later and arrested him without incident on 
suspicion of assault with a deadly weapon and making criminal threats.

Manion was taken to county jail. Bail was set at $30,000.
This report was based on a Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office press release.
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Furry Friends Hoping for a Home

Handsome Ralph
Are you looking for a lifelong pal who enjoys long walks 

and adventures? Then look no further because Ralph is 
just that dog. At 2 years old, this handsome boy is both 
friendly and smart. He already knows basic commands 
and, since Ralph is very treat-motivated, future training 
should be a breeze!

Ralph is an energetic guy who loves walks, drives or 
play time in the yard, but he isn’t overly hyper and is a 
wonderful cuddle buddy when the day is done. If you think 
Ralph would be the perfect dog 
for your family, please stop by 
the shelter today and meet 
him! 

The Ukiah Animal Shelter 
is located at 298 Plant Road 
in Ukiah, and adoption hours 
are Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 
am to 4 pm and Wednesday 
from 10 am to 6 pm. To 
view photos and bios of 
more of our wonderful 
adoptable animals, 
please visit: www.
mendoanimalshelter.
com or visit our 
shelter during shelter 
hours. More info 
about adoptions: 467-
6453.

Willits, CA 95490Tom Rountree, President

M

707-972-7047  |  maureengetsmail@gmail.com

fabulous photography & more

photographress

Photo by Sage Mountainfire

Above, from left: Crowds crossing the crosswalk. Tiffany Dunlap paints faces in front of the Goods Shoppe. Popcorn, a donut, face 
paint and fancy sunglasses: a Hometown win. Salvio Senerchia waits for the wheel to stop and reveal his prize. A happy plant buyer at 
the end of the Farmers Market. Members of the Willits 4-H sold goodies for donations at the event. 

At top, from left: Danya Davis of DanyaBerry Jamberry nails shows off a catalog and sample. Local 
business owners Tom and Sara Mann enjoy Hometown from in front of Mazahar. Above: Hometown 
event-goers check out the Picaro Gordo booth in front of J.D. Redhouse. At left: Yokums, including 
Bobbie, Jeff, Kylie and Maci, enjoy a stroll down Main Street. At left, below: Christine Johnson, 
consultant for LuLaRoe, holds up cute patterned “buttery soft” leggings for kids at her Hometown 
booth.

The 10th annual Hometown Celebration 
last Thursday brought a happy and 
diverse crowd  to downtown Willits. The 
weather was perfect, “everybody was in 
a good mood,” several commenters said, 

there was a lot 
for kids to enjoy, 
and the music 
by the scattered 

street musicians added to the pleasant 
atmosphere.

 “It was one of the bigger Hometown 
Celebrations,” said organizer Lynn 
Kennelly of the Willits Chamber of 
Commerce. “There were a lot of people 
walking the streets.” 

Having the Willits Farmers Market 
move from City Park to the old Rexall 
parking lot for the occasion was a big 

hit. There was a crowd from the beginning, 
checking out what local farmers, crafters 
and specialty food purveyors have to offer.

“Adding the farmers market was one of 
the really neat things this year,” Kennelly 
said. “It worked out well for the market 
folks. There were many new people that 
they hadn’t seen at the market before.”

The chamber’s prize wheel was down at 
Scoops again this year, and Kennelly said 
celebration-goers took 809 spins of the 
wheel. “Laura Allman did the prize wheel 
the whole night,” Kennelly said, “and the 
merchants as usual came through with 
some really wonderful prizes. It was just 
fun.”

A Happy Hometown

Over on Page B2Read the rest of
Hometown

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com
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Column | Intuitive Patterns

July 2016

Osho Zen Tarot: Participation, Projections, Creativity
Medicine Cards: Ant, Rabbit, Wolf
Mayan Oracle: Language of Light, Transparency
Ancient Egyptian Tarot: Queen of Disks, Seven of Wands, 
Three of Wands
Aleister Crowley Deck: Queen of Disks, Lust, The Empress
Healing Earth Tarot: Seven of Wands, Ace of Rainbows, 
Medicine Wheel
Words of Truth: Heart, Understanding, Feeling

Astrologically we have a few things working for us in July. 
On July 7 we have the stars creating mental overdrive that can 
cause some stubborn, negative energy to happen but at the 
same time some very deep thinking could also occur. Expect 
to have some challenging and intensely stuck emotions get in 
your way as you try to uncover truth from the fiction. Try to not 
overreact and recognize that this might be a moment when 
you need to heed the call to freedom.

On July 11 there will be lively and energetic discussions 
that may trigger some sudden inspirations and also some 
overtly honest responses. Remember to be kind.

Venus is going into Leo on July 12, and that is going to 
make things more playful and fun. Suddenly there is a light 
inside you that wants to be seen, have fun, and allow for 
exploration. It might be very interesting if you use this aspect in 
the sexual realms. Leo is a childlike, enthusiastic sign. Venus 
(the goddess of love) will bring out your inner flirt, making 
things very va-va-voom during its transit in Leo. Expect things 
to get stirred up and excitement to be the driving force from 
the middle of July through till the end.

We are still navigating Neptune retrograde, and that is 
making your intuition heightened and your awareness (to 
notice things below the surface) clear and insightful. Just 
remember not to shove the truth as you see it under the 
carpet. This might make you have to pull someone aside and 
ask an underlying question. This may be uncomfortable, but 
it is better to find out the truth than to wait too long, because 
when Neptune goes direct in November, hiding from the truth 
could come back to haunt you.

Mercury is also going to enter Leo on July 13, and let’s just 
say it is going to be a great time for socializing and connecting 
with those you love. You are going to feel warm-hearted and 
generous with your words, and that special connection with 
others is back. You will find that being with people will be very 
interesting, because everyone will be paying more attention 
to all conversations.

On July 19 there is a full moon in Capricorn so expect to get 
pulled in two directions: You might have a hard time making 
a decision.

The sun enters Leo on July 22, and as we turn into the 
hottest time of the year, there is a great deal of warmth 
and social interactions to be enjoyed. On July 29, Mercury 
squares Mars, making arguments likely, and Uranus goes 
retrograde until late December, making all plans have to go 
back to the drawing board. Just be prepared that things will 
not go as smoothly as you wish. At least the details will be 
easier to deal with and very intense but solid discussions will 
bring clarity to some critical issues.

The cards also reflect the blend of fear and fighting. It 
is a month of looking squarely at the dualities in your life. 
Where you want power, you will need patience. Where you 
want grounding, you will need to find others who are willing 
to participate from a place of heart understanding and feeling 
the truth being uncovered in the projections. It is best to be 
as transparent as possible, because there is a strong feeling 
to want to protect and defend your position on many things. 
Just remember that others may or may not share in your 
enthusiastic truth. Accept that life at this time is in a place of 
extreme emotions and many will not be behaving rationally.

You have to find creative solutions to the situations that 
are still bothering you. You have to create a structure that 
will allow a new space to open in your life. Often that means 
you are letting old patterns and behaviors go and allowing a 
void to be empty. It is always best to let the universe fill the 
emptiness than for you to decide what you think you want. 
There are many obstacles ahead, but you cannot look that 
far into the future, because so many things are changing and 
what you thought you wanted you may not actually desire to 
put the time and energy into now. You only have to look at 
what is presenting each day and do what is obviously right in 
front of you. Then do that.

The beginning of the month of July is the most conflicted and 
the most controversial. The good news is that as the season 
warms up, so will the emotions, and a better disposition will 
unfold naturally if you allow it to just be.
Suzanne Wagner is a professional psychic who teaches the intuitive arts 
throughout the United States. She is the author of “Integral Tarot” and “Integral 
Numerology,” which can be found on Amazon.com. For more information: visit 
www.suzwagner.com or call her at 707-354-1019.

Suzanne Wagner
Columnist

5:15 pm: Counterfeit bills passed at 
a business in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

June 23 
7:30 am: Reported missing juvenile 

from the 100 block of East Mendocino 
Avenue.

5 pm: Vandalism to a vehicle 
reported in the 1400 block of Baechtel 
Road.

7:50 pm: Hit and run collision 
reported in the 100 block of North 
Main Street. 

9 pm: Officers initiated a mental 
health commitment in the 1100 block 
of South Main Street.

June 24 
2:45 pm: Officers responded to a 

reportedly reckless driver in the 200 
block of Margie Drive. They arrived 
and contacted MENDOZA, Francisco 
(25) of Willits. Following an evaluation, 
officers determined Mendoza was 
driving under the influence of alcohol 
and placed him under arrest pursuant 
to 32152 VC (DUI) and 1203.2(a) PC 
(Violation of Probation).

4:45 pm: Injury collision reported in 
the 200 block of Holly Street.

6 pm: Identity theft reported in 
the 10 block of East San Francisco 
Avenue.

9 pm: DAVIDSON, Joy (39) of 
Fort Bragg was contacted in the 600 
block of East Commercial Street after 
reportedly causing a disturbance. 
Officers determined Davidson was 

unable to provide for her own care due 
to her level of intoxication and placed 
her under arrest pursuant to 647(f) PC 
(Public Intoxication) and 1203.2(a) PC 
(Violation of Probation).

9:45 pm: An officer saw a female 
running and yelling for help in the 
600 block of East Commercial Street. 
When he contacted her, she alleged 
the suspect DODD, James (23) of 
Willits had battered the victim, pushed 
her to the ground, and held her 
there. The victim sustained injuries 
to her face and arms as a result of 
the battery. Dodd was located and 
arrested pursuant to 273.5(a) PC 
(Domestic Battery).

From Page 4The rest of
Police Report

From Page B1The rest of
Hometown

Apparel: 
100-percent ultra cotton, adult-sized 
T-shirts by Gildan. Natural color.
T-shirts:  
$15 for S, M, L, XL  
$20 for XXL, XXXL
Hanes Ultimate Cotton Pullover Hood 
Sweatshirt with kangaroo pocket. Grey 
Ash color.
Sweatshirts:  
$40 for S, M, L, XL  
$50 for XXL, XXXL

mason Jar mugs: 
Small-mouth pint jars with handle. 
Imprinted with “Willits Frontier Days 
2016” and “90th Year Celebration” 
Mugs:  
$10 each, one size

Willits Post 174
Community Programs 

Raffle
Help us help our community by supporting

our Annual Fundraising Raffle. Tickets
available through July 4. $1 each.

Buy 5 or more and receive a mini U.S. Flag.
A number of great prizes are to be offered.
Call a Legionnaire: 456-9858 or 272-1997

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant

www.mendolegaldocs.com
459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits
I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,

Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

24 Hour 7 Days a Week
Emergency Service • Call Anytime

Tom Wake - Plumbing
Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties
Full Service Residential, Commercial

•Faucets & Tubs
•Toilets
•Gas Lines

For Fast Service Call
707-391-4343

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

24/7

Lic: #884811

•Garbage Disposals
•Pipe Repairs
•Fixture Replacement

AVAILABLE NOW
at the WFD office at the Rodeo Grounds - 459-6330 for info

Kennelly thanked all the volunteers who helped work 
the night of the celebration – and those who helped with 
planning and set-up, too.  “And the musicians,” she said. 
“I’ve heard a lot of good reports. It was great to have the 
Dorian May Big Band again, and Greg Schindel, who’d 
never played Hometown before. We can’t pay them what 
they’re worth, but they’re so community-minded, a stipend 
is good enough for them.”

“I loved the farmers market being there,” Hometown 
organizer Marie Blancas of Moon Lady said. “I hope they 
come again!” She also applauded the vendors at the food 
court, Pilon Kitchen (Argentinian food), Delish (hotdogs 
with the works and tasty drinks), and Scoops (Lisa Davis of 
Scoops, also a hard-working Hometown volunteer, offered 

a delicious $5 plate of pulled pork sliders, coleslaw and a 
wedge of watermelon). 

“I thought it was very well-attended,” Blancas said. “Our 
total sales at Moon Lady increased by 25 percent over last 
year’s Hometown, even with all the sales and big discounts 
we had.” 

Hometown organizers on the Local First Committee are 
already starting to plan the next event, the Harvest Moon 
celebration in October. “It’s a lot of work,” Blancas said, 
“and all the help is welcome. If there’s any way more people 
can get involved, it would be very much appreciated.”

For more information about the Hometown Celebrations, 
call the Willits Chamber at 459-7910. 

750-A Central Street
Willits, California 95490 

Telephone: 707-456-1030
Fax: 707-456-0255

“The power that made the body heals the body”

Patrons and 
vendors in 
the Monkey 
Wrench 
parking 
lot during 
the 2016 
Hometown 
Celebration.

Sweetheart Judging: part 2

Horsemanship
The second half of the Willits Frontier Days Sweetheart Contest took place 

Sunday morning at the Jack Tharp Arena. The four contestants, Halee Reed, 
Calayan Knight, Sierra Skinner and Cheyenne Walters, completed the first 
half of the judging, Appearance, Poise and Personality, back on June 18. 
During part one, contestants modeled Western clothing, answered questions 
from a panel of judges, and read their speeches for the crowd. 

Sunday was focused on their horsemanship skills, equestrian knowledge 
and riding ability. Three new judges, Terry Silva, Riata King and Nicol Persico 
Kunka, watched each of the girls ride their horses on a pre-determined 
horsemanship pattern, then asked each of them questions to test their 
knowledge. 

The girls were asked to name six parts of a horse, and to name several 
parts of a saddle and a bridle. They were also asked about the anatomy of the 
equine foot, and some questions about rodeo: What’s the difference between 
saddle bronc and bareback riders? What’s the purpose of the hazer in the 
steer wrestling contest?

After the questions, girls showed off their Queen Run, where they gallop 
around the arena, waving at the crowd. Scores gained from both parts of the 
judging will be added to their ticket sales, and a winner will be announced 
Friday night during the Sweetheart Dinner. 

– Maureen Moore

Across the top from left: Sierra 
Skinner shows parts of the hoof 
to the judges. Cheyenne Walters 
answers questions from the 
judges. Skinner rides along the rail. 
Above from left: Halee Reed during 
her horsemanship pattern. Calayan 
Knight moves along the arena on 
her palomino. Reed and Walters 
ride along the rail during the 
horsemanship judging.

Photos by Maureen Moore

Above: The 2016 contestants – Halee Reed, Calayan Knight, Sierra Skinner and 
Cheyenne Walters – stand with 2015 winner Caitlyn Forrester, center, at the first 
part of the judging. 
Below, left: Reed rides over the poles. Below, right: Walters rides in the arena. 
At right: Calayan Knight performs her Queen Run at the end of the judging.
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Dan, Annette, Denny, Mary, 
Charlie, John, Emily Rose, 
Eva Anne, Mattie, Eli, Ken, 

Dina, John and Matt

flowersbyannette707@gmail.com

Full Service Meat 
Department

(Custom cut and wrap of game animals)

Farm Fresh Produce
Deli Items fresh daily
Natural & Organic section
Large Beer & Wine section
Fresh brewed Coffee & Tea
Health & Beauty Aids
HousHousewares & Toys & Gifts
Household Products
Lawn & Garden Supplies

Phone: (707) 468-8991   Toll Free: 888-838-1444   Fax: (707) 468-1869

Pharmacy
Custom Compounded Prescriptions

260 Hospital Dr., Suite 111 in Ukiah, CA 95482

www.myersmedicalpharmacy.com

MYERS

Traditional 
family recipes

Highest quality 
ingredients

Catering Options
Dine in or on Patio

Gyro Shop

42 S. Main Street   707-456-9293       

HOURS: M-W: 11-4 & Th/F: 11-7 

Organic Soil 
Products

707-459-3555

400 N. Lenore Ave
Willits, CA

Local drivers and pro pullers all tried to 
make it over the 300-foot “full pull” mark 

across the arena 
on Friday at the 
Willits Frontier 
Days rodeo 
grounds during 

the annual Truck and Tractor pulls event.
The Terminator was back again from MLM 

Motorsports, the promoter for the pulls, with 
its variable weight transfer mechanism 
allowing different levels of resistance to be 
applied depending on the class and weight 
of the contenders’ vehicles.

The locals started out the evening, and 
many got very close or flew over the full pull 
mark. The pros also did well overall, with 
many crossing the 300-foot line.

In the 4,500-pound Super Stock Truck 
Class, first place went to Megan Olson 

with a pull of 302.26 feet, and second place 
went to Joseph Coito with a pull of 282.06 
feet. Chet Hammonds took first place in the 
6,000-pound Super Stock A Class with a pull 
of 332.31 feet.

In the Stock Diesel class, first place went 
to Jason Soiland with a pull of 278.09 feet, 
second to Kevin Soiland with a pull of 276.74 
feet, third to Steffen Cantua with a pull of 
267.09 feet, fourth to Michael DeMello with 
a pull of 261.45 feet, fifth to Martin Pena 
with a pull of 260.10 feet, sixth to Bret Baker 
with a pull of 249.22 feet, seventh to Garret 
Peterson with a pull of 248.16 feet, eighth 
to Steven Epperson with a pull of 239.53 
feet, and ninth to Mathew Miner with a pull 
of 217.37 feet. 

2016 Truck Pulls
Trucks and tractors take on  

the Terminator at annual Friday-night event

Maureen Moore
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com

Over on Page B7Read the rest of
Pulls

At top: Willits’ Kenny Kumpula pulls Friday night. Kumpula placed second in the 5,500-pound Truck Class and first in the 
6,500-pound Truck Class with a pull of 268.61 feet. Above: Fred Barry, Willits local and owner of the Time Bandit, makes 
a pull against The Terminator. At right: Willits driver Shelly Campbell won first place in the 4,500-pound Truck Class with 
a pull of 246.53 feet. At right, below: Willits’ Sheldon Lund pulls against The Terminator. Below, left: Willits driver Cole 
Munderloh pulls into the arena. Below, right: Billy Rutler drives one of the pieces of heavy equipment that flattens the track 
back down after each run. At bottom, from left: Heat waves waft out as White Lightning heads down the track. Throw Down 
with its glowing headlights pulls against The Terminator. Young Guns earns third place for its pull of 320.86 feet.

Horse Show 2016
Willits Frontier Days horse show held 

Sunday at rodeo grounds
Riders donned their smartest jackets and boots, and horses were braided and shiny 

for the annual Willits Frontier Days horse show, held last Sunday at the rodeo grounds.
English, Western and showmanship classes were held, along with a red, white and 

blue costume class, a jumping Hunter Hack class, and a horsemanship class. Nicol 
Persico Kunka served as judge of the show.

Awards were given in each class, and the riders in each 
age group with the highest overall scores were awarded the 
High Point award and the Reserve High Point award.

This year’s awards included: 12 and under: Danielle Barry winning high point and 
Noah Willoughby winning reserve; 13 to 17: Gracie Silva winning high point and Shanna 
Gayski winning reserve; and in 18 and over, Liv Hayward won high point. There was no 
reserve winner. Awards were made by Mary Anne Underhill and included red, white and 
blue feed bags and lawn chairs, each with a customized leather patch.

Individual class results follow, and were provided by show manager Mattie Pinon. 
The first classes are focused on the “typiness” of the horse: How true to breed, correct 

confirmation and other genetic traits.
Model Horse, 2 and under: first place went to Sherry Oncale and Westside Surprise. 

Model Horse, 3 and over: first place went to Terry Silva and Tees Tinker Toy MTS; 
second to Gracie Silva and Elan’s Lucky Playboy; third to Cathy Ford and Gigi; fourth 

Counterclockwise from top right: Samantha Arms and Diamond Dutch canter down the rail. Liv 
Hayward and Genine Bandito Gold jump over a rail in the Hunter Hack class. Paige Whitcomb 
rides her horse Zazamora. Elaine Mancini leads Clara Stansberry on Flower during the leadline 
class. Gracie Silva on Elan’s Lucky Playboy stands with the arena hands and her Local Western 
Pleasure trophy. Horses and handlers stand for the judges in the showmanship class. Noah 
Willoughby and Buster trot along the rail in Sunday’s horse show.
See these and many more photos online at: http://photographress.zenfolio.com/horseshow2016

Photos by Maureen Moore

Photo by 
Mattie Pinon

Over on Page B7Read the rest of
Horse Show

Maureen Moore
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com

Photos by Maureen Moore
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to Paige Whitcomb and Zazamora; and fifth 
place to Amy Andrade and Duende.

Showmanship classes are done with the 
horse in-hand, as opposed to the under-
saddle classes that follow where the rider 
is atop the horse. Showmanship classes 
focus on the handler’s ability to control the 
horse from the ground and to complete a 
set list of tasks, including walking, trotting, 
stopping and backing up. Showmanship can 
be performed in a Western halter or English 
bridle.

Showmanship English/Western, 12 and 
under: first place went to Samantha Arms 
and Diamond Dutch; second to Whitcomb, 
third to Danielle Barry and Rebel, fourth to 
Noah Willoughby and Buster; and fifth to 
Andrade. In the 13 to 17 age group, first 
place went to Silva. In the 18 and over age 
group: first place went to Silva, second to 
Liv Haward and Genine Bandito Gold, third 
to Ford; and fifth to Allison Ross and Loki. 

Each main overall event also has a 
local, perpetual trophy award given to the 
winner of the class. The class is available 
for riders who are aged 17 and under and 
reside within Mendocino County. Winners’ 
names are engraved on the trophy. Local 
showmanship: first place to Silva, second 
to Arms, third to Whitcomb, fourth to Barry, 
and fifth to Andrade.

Leadline classes are for the littlest of 
riders and have a handler walking the riders 
along the ring. Two riders participated, and 
enjoyed a first-place win, including Blighe 
Lamkin on Hunter with handler Lanae 
Lamkin and Clara Stansberry on Flower 
with handler Elaine Mancini.

Under-saddle divisions start with a walk/
trot class aimed to help the learning rider 
or inexperienced horse by traveling at the 
two slower gaits showcased in a show. The 
standard under-saddle classes also include 
the canter (in English) or lope (in Western) 
gait. Pleasure classes focus on the horse’s 
movements, and equitation classes focus 
on the rider’s movements.

Walk/Trot English Pleasure Maiden Open: 
first place went to Barry, second to Hayward, 
third to Whitcomb, fourth to Andrade, and 
fifth to Ross.

English Pleasure, 12 and under: first 
place went to Willoughby, second to Arms, 
third to Whitcomb, fourth to Andrade, and 
fifth to Barry. In the 13 to 17 age group, first 
place went to Silva. 18 and over: first place 
went to Hayward, and second to Sarah 
Owsiany and Monte. 

Walk/Trot Equitation Novice Open: first 
place went to Whitcomb, second to Owsiany, 
third to Hayward, and fourth to Andrade.

English Equitation 12 and under: first 
place went to Willoughby, second to Barry, 
third to Arms, fourth to Whitcomb, and fifth 
to Andrade. In the 13 to 17 age group, first 
place went to Silva. 18 and over: first place 
went to Hayward, and second to Owsiany.

Local English equitation: first place went 
to Barry, second to Arms, third to Silva, and 
fourth to Whitcomb.

Hunter Hack: first place went to 
Willoughby, second to Barry, third to 
Hayward, and fourth to Arms. 

Trail classes can also be completed in 
either the English or Western discipline, and 
asks horses and riders to perform a series 
of “real life” obstacles one could encounter 
on the trail, including opening gates, walking 
over poles or crossing bridges.

This was an open class, with all ages 
competing together. First place went to 
Hayward, second to Silva, third to Barry, 
fourth to Arms, and fifth to Whitcomb.

Walk/Jog Western Pleasure Maiden 
Open: first place went to Hayward, second 
to Ford, third to Shanna Gayski and Fooling 
Nobody, fourth to Whitcomb, and fifth to 
Owsiany.

Western Pleasure 12 and under: first to 
Barry, second to Arms, third to Willoughby, 
fourth to Whitcomb, fifth to Andrade. In the 
13 to 17 age group, first place went to Silva, 
second to Gayski. 18 and over: first place 
went to Hayward, and second to Owsiany.

Local Western Pleasure: first place went 
to Silva, second to Barry, third to Arms, 
fourth to Gayski, and fifth to Whitcomb.

Walk/Jog Western Equitation Novice 
Open: first went to Hayward, second to 
Ford, third to Whitcomb, fourth to Andrade, 
and fifth to Owsiany. 

Western Equitation 12 and under: first 
place went to Willoughby, second to Barry, 
third to Arms, fourth to Whitcomb, and fifth 
to Andrade. In the 13 to 17 age group, first 
place went to Gayski, and in the 18 and over 
group, first place went to Hayward. 

Local Western Equitation: first place went 
to Gayski, second to Whitcomb, third to 
Barry, fourth to Arms, and fifth to Andrade. 

The horsemanship class asks riders to 
complete a pattern with more technically 
complicated maneuvers and patterns. First 
place went to Gayski, second to Hayward, 
third to Barry, fourth to Whitcomb, and fifth 
to Willoughby.

The red, white and blue costume class is 
a fun way to finish out the day; riders and 
horses get decked out in patriotic colors, 
usually with silly hats, sparkly bits and glitter 
everywhere.

First place went to Barry, second to 
Willoughby, and third to Silva.

Algebra, Geometry
Tutoring, Test Prep

Mac Smith 459-MATH

SEWInG AnD 
AlTERATIonS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:

Zibergirl.com
707-367-6182, Willits.

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. PC 
and Macintosh. Repairs 
and configuration $40/
hr. Tutoring $20/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.com. 

It’s easy to send an ad, just email us: 
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Affordable Tutoring
English, Math, Test Prep, 
Homework Support, Study 
Skills. Maddie Armstrong 
… 707 841-3106. Call to 
arrange free consultation 
and grade availability.

Duplex for Rent
Deluxe 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
duplex in Brooktrails. 
All appliances. Laundry 
room, central heat & air, 
garage. Incredibly nice. No 
smoking, no pets. $900/
month plus $1,800 deposit. 
Call 984-6479.

For Rent
Room for rent. Beautiful, 
quiet, $450/mo or $200/
week, plus $200 deposit at 
move in.  Located 10 miles 
out Sherwood.  No pets, 
tobacco, extra storage, 
visitors on property.  
vendorme198@gmail.com.

For Rent
Professional Office Space 
for rent; various sized 
offices.  $1.00 per foot.  
Madrone Professional 
Group, 459-6874.

For Rent
3 bedroom, 1 bath home. 
Fenced yard, garage, 
beautiful country setting. 
No smoking. $1,400/month, 
$2,800 deposit. 707-984-
6479.

For Sale
Bowflex Treadclimber 
TC3000 for sale for 
$650.00. And a Kohler 
Jetted tub for $500.00. Both 
are in good shape. Please 
call 456-9731 and leave a 
message.

Help Wanted
Adventist Health Homecare 
& Hospice Services - 
Mendocino County. F/T & 
P/T & Per Diem. RN’s and 
PT’s needed. Call Trudy 
H/R 456-3230.

office for Rent
Office for rent. Includes 
utilities, $350 per month. 
New carpet/paint on Main 
St. in central Willits. Well 
suitable for business 
professional or medical/spa. 
707-799-3380.

Rummage Sale
Church rummage sale 
fundraiser, Saturday, July 
2, from 8 am to noon. 1253 
Magnolia Street. To benefit 
St. Francis Church. Info:  
Betty @ 459-9204.

Rental Wanted
Responsible, employed 
couple seeks reasonable 
rental in town. N/P, N/S, 
N/D. Good references. More 
info, call 707-354-1771.

RV/Trailer Space  
for Rent

Space for RV’s and Trailers 
$390 per month, includes 
water & garbage. Close 
to Safeway in Willits. 
Call Rhonda (707) 367-
6178. See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

Volunteers Wanted
Frank Howard Memorial 
Hospital is looking for 
positive members of the 
community to volunteer in 
various departments of the 
hospital. Hours: flexible 
and can include weekends. 
More info? Call 456-3245.

Yard Sale
Friday, July 1, 10 am to 4 
pm, and Saturday, July 2, 
9 am to 4 pm. Household 
items and novelties. 363 
Creekside Drive. 

Vendors needed
Brooktrails Flea Market 
and Pancake Breakfast is 
coming, Saturday, July 16, 
9 am to 2 pm. $20 /space, 
and vendor spaces are 
limited! Call (707) 489-4726 
to reserve your spot.

Volunteer 
opportunities

The Willits Senior Center 
has many areas where 
your expertise and talents 
are needed. Front Desk, 
Thrift Store, Dining Room, 
Sunday Bingo, Sunday 
Breakfast, Special Dinners, 
Landscaping, Garden, 
Firewood. Come join our 
team, call Deb at 707-459-
6826.

Help Wanted
Ardella’s Diner: Full-time 
line cook, full- and part-time 
dishwashers, and part-time 
wait staff. Will train right 
candidates. Perfect summer 
job for student. Apply in 
person. No phone calls.

Help Wanted
Baechtel Creek Medical 
Clinic is looking for a full-
time medical records clerk.  
Physically demanding 
job.  Will train. Bilingual 
preferred.  Send resume to 
1245 S. Main St. or fax to 
459-3057. No phone calls, 
please.

The Fruit Group
Pesticide-free fruit  

by the lug
Tomatoes,$28
(30-pound lug-plus)
Yellow and white freestone 
peaches & nectarines, $28
Trucks every other week, 
or until fruit runs out. Order 
by the Sunday before.
Willits: Brenda, 459-9335
Ukiah, Potter and 
Redwood Valley: Deanna, 
391-7736
Laytonville: Heather,  
984-7430
Lakeport: Linda, 279-8840
Fort Bragg: Karen,  
937-4664
Covelo: Debi, 489-0742
Brooktrails: Len, 391-7687

CLASSIFIEDS
$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks!

65 South Main Street
Willits, California

707-459-4747

Hot Tunes

Cool Prices!

Open 7 days a week from 10am to 10pm

(Behind Adam’s Restaurant)

Fourteen Years Downtown Willits

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Movie Times for 7/1 thru 7/7                                  This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

Coming Friday, July 8th:
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS

INDEPENDENCE DAY: 
RESURGENCE

(PG13) 2 hr 
Fri-Thurs:

12:30, 3:05, 5:40 & 8:15pm

THE BFG
in 2D & 3D

(PG13) 1 hr 57 mins
Fri-Thurs:

(3D) 12:00 & 5:20pm
2D) 2:40 & 8:00pm

FINDING DORY

(PG) 1 hr 43 mins

Fri-Thurs:
11:30am, 1:45, 4:00, 6:15

& 8:30pm

Current Job Openings:

Health and Human Services Agency
Employment & Training Supervisor

Occupational Therapist

Public Defender
Legal Secretary I - Extra Help

For a complete list of current job openings 
and to apply:

www.co.mendocino.ca.us/hr   EOE.
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Demonstrations 
and Information
little lake Firefighters Association 
holds safety demos and open house 

in Rec Grove 
The Little Lake Firefighters Association held a public safety open house 

along with its annual fundraising drawing, this past Saturday, June 25 at 
the Rec Grove Park. 

Fire volunteers and staff conducted various 
demonstrations, including auto extrication, 
fire extinguisher training, fire equipment use, 

and other informative activities. 
Other organizations on hand at the event to share safety tips included 

PG&E, Community Emergency Response Team, Servpro, and Mendocino 
County Hazardous Materials. 

The two auto extrication demonstrations were particularly interesting. 
Daniel Mendoza, an 18-year-veteran engineer for Little Lake Fire 
Department, explained to onlookers what the extrication team was doing, 
as they demonstrated how they remove doors, push back the dashboard 
and peel off the roof in order to free drivers and passengers stuck in 
crashed vehicles.

Mendoza said auto extractions are performed by the fire department an 
average of twice per month.

PG&E Public Safety specialists James Wickham and Jim Paxton 
entertainingly demonstrated the potential hazards of power lines using a 
model display hooked up to a 12 kilovolt board. The model displayed what 
can happen when a power line falls on a car, when a kite hits a power line, 
or when a person comes into contact with a downed power line. 

Lessons in electric hazard safety included: always assume a power line 
is live; never dig into a yard without knowing what’s underneath it; if you’re 
in a car that is in contact with a fallen power line, stay in the car unless 
it’s on fire, in which case you should jump as far from the car as possible. 

The fire department’s Deputy Chief Chris Wilkes told Willits Weekly the 
fundraiser was held in part to raise money for a new firehouse. Plans could 
include taking down all the buildings on the current Commercial Street site 

Damian Sebouhian
Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com

Clockwise from top left: Firefighters Association President Kevin Reedy gives a 
thumbs up from one of the beautiful fire engines on display Saturday. Mendocino 
County Search and Rescue volunteer Lisa Holcomb shows off a rescue dog. 
Michelle Schnitzius and Leann Schnitzius at the raffle ticket table. Mendocino 
County Search and Rescue volunteers Lisa Holcomb and Andy Hilkey with some 
young fans. A Willits firefighter teaches a young boy about fire extinguishers. 
Firefighters pose at the Rec Grove. Learning about CPR with “CPR pillows.” 
A view of a “smiling” fire engine. A HazMat staffer talks about his work. PG&E 
Public Safety specialist Jim Paxton demonstrates the dangers of live power 
lines. Part of PG&E’s power line demonstration model. Little Lake firefighters 
demonstrate how they take apart crashed vehicles to rescue people, using 
specialized – and heavy – extrication tools. Raffle winner Steve Bertsch poses 
with his prize, a hand-crafted BBQ smoker, and with Leann Schnitzius, the 
volunteer who sold him the winning ticket.                    

   Photos by Mathew Caine
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and building a bigger, better 
firehouse.

The firehouse, built in 
1952, is too small, Wilkes 
said, noting that several 
of the firetrucks had to be 
custom built to fit inside. 
Custom-built trucks are 
more expensive than the 
“cookie cutter” models, he 
said.

Fire department secretary 
Michelle Schnitzius said 
the current firehouse 
lacks overnight sleeping 
accommodations.

“When all the power went 
out last year, our firemen 
had to sleep on the concrete 
floor,” Schnitzius said. 

Any plans to rebuild the 
firehouse would first have 
to be approved by both the 
Little Lake Fire Protection 
District board of directors 
and the City of Willits. 

The Little Lake Fire 
Department has 32 
volunteer fire personnel and 
three paid positions. Wilkes 
said the department serves 
a 330-square-mile area 
of Mendocino County, the 
largest area of all county fire 
departments, and that they 
get called into action once a 
day on average.

The fire department’s 
current fire vehicles include 
three Type I engines, 
two Type III engines, one 
heavy rescue, one 75-foot 
ladder truck, one 4,000 
gallon water tender, two 
4x4 patrols, one hazmat 
trailer, one urban search 
and rescue trailer, one utility 
vehicle, and one 4x4.

Although a full count 
has yet to be made, 
Schnitzius estimates that 
through food sales and 
the raffle fundraiser, the 
fire association raised 
approximately $2,000 on 
Saturday.

Grand prizes for the $10 
raffle were a picnic table, 
a $500 Sparetime Supply 
gift certificate, two SF 
Giants game tickets, and a 
shotgun. 

Prizes for the $1 raffle 
included: $25 El Mexicano 
gift certificate, a free Medstar 
membership with T-shirt and 
first aid kit, a Willits Frontier 
Days family rodeo package, 
a free Calstar membership, 
and a handmade barbeque 
smoker built by fireman 
John Thomen, won by 
Steve Bertsch.

For more information, 
call the Little Lake Fire 
Department business office 
at 459-6271.

In the 4,500-pound Truck Class, first 
place went to Shelly Campbell with a pull of 
246.53 feet, second to Cole Munderloh with 
a pull of 231.68 feet, and third to Sheldon 
Lund with a pull of 207.07 feet.

In the 5,500-pound Truck Class, first place 
went to Randy Parker with a pull of 295.59 
feet, second to Kenny Kumpula with a pull of 
268.52 feet, third to Jeff Whitby with a pull of 
256.05 feet, fourth to Brandon Powers with 
a pull of 242.76 feet, fifth to Briana Lawrence 
with a pull of 234.97 feet, and sixth to Clint 
Jewell with a pull of 42.16 feet. Kumpula 
also won first place in the 6,500-pound Truck 
Class with a pull of 268.61 feet.

In the Country Modified Trucks class, first 
place went to Bounty Hunter with a pull of 

286.52 feet, 
second to 
Bad Apple 
with a pull of 
284.88 feet, 
and third to 
Plumb Crazy 
with a pull of 
279.48 feet.

In the Pro-
M o d i f i e d 
Trucks class, 
first place 
went to Wild 

Hare with a pull of 342.58 feet, second to 
Rags with a pull of 335.54 feet, third went to 
Young Guns with a pull of 320.86 feet, fourth 
went to CA Flash with a pull of 318.74, fifth 
went to Time Bandit with a pull of 316.20 feet, 
sixth went to Overkill with a pull of 284.39 
feet, seventh went to Long Shot with a pull 
of 283.16, and eighth went to Triple Throw 
Down with a pull of 272.74 feet. 

In the 5,800-pound Tractor Class, first 
place went to Bail Out with a pull of 291.75 
feet, second went to Joker’s Wild with a pull 
of 254.99 feet, and third to White Lightning 
with a pull of 223.75 feet.

In the 7200-pound Tractor Class, first place 
went to Semper Fi with a pull of 329.66 feet, 
second to Poly Thunder with a pull of 281.12 
feet, and third to Mustang Fever with a pull of 
215.98 feet.

In the OMG class, first place went to Darrell 
Burke with a pull of 252.50 feet, and second 
to Aaron Paine with a pull of 181.63 feet. Jeb 
Potter also crossed 258 feet with his 5-ton 
military truck during an exhibition pull.

Results provided by MLM Motorsports.
See more photos of this event and many 
from all the other Willits Frontier Days 
events at: http://photographress.zenfolio.
com/truckpulls2016

Photo by 
Damian 
Sebouhian

Photo by 
Jennifer Poole

Photo by Jennifer Poole
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707.459.6115

To Make an  
Appointment Call

Andrea McCullough, MD, is ready to care for your family. 

There’s two things Dr. McCullough is most passionate about: acting and taking 

care of patients. A board-certified family medicine physician, Dr. McCullough 

provides personalized care for patients of all ages; men, women and children.  

As a family medicine specialist, Dr. McCullough treats many conditions and 

provides a wide-range of services including sick visits, annual physical exams,  

and chronic disease management such as diabetes and hypertension.
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She’s a star 
on the stage 

and when 
it comes to 
patient care. 

Hablo Español

National 
Anthem 
Contest

Duo and quartet chosen to 
sing for Willits Frontier Days 

Parade and rodeo events
Four groups gathered on the lawn at the Willits Frontier 

Days rodeo grounds to compete in the National Anthem 
Contest on Sunday, and two groups were chosen to sing 

“The Star Spangled Banner” for the 2016 festivities. Duo 
singing sisters Julia and Lillian Hardy were chosen to sing 
at the CCPRA Rodeos and the Main Street Parade, and 

the Bible Baptist Quartet – featuring Natalea Pires, James 
Johnson, Shyla Roach and Cami Johnson – was chosen 
to sing at the Junior Rodeo. Pires competed as a soloist 

last year and was chosen along 
with the Willits Brass band as 
winners of the 2015 contest. 
Julia Hardy also competed as a 
soloist in the past and also won.

Other competitors this year 
included John Wagenet and 
Anita Elliott of Twining Time 
and Kelley Labus and Dennis 
Nonneman.

All the competitors received 
rodeo tickets for their efforts. 

– Maureen Moore

At top: The competitors sing on 
the lawn for the gathered crowd 
and judges. Singers included, 
from left: John Wagenet and Anita 
Elliott, Dennis Nonneman and 
Kelley Labus, Lillian Hardy and 
Julia Hardy, and the Bible Baptist 
Quartet.
Above: Winners pose with WFD 
board member Ron Moorhead, 
center, including from left: James 
Johnson, Cami Johnson, Lillian 
Hardy, Julia Hardy, Natalea Pires 
and Shyla Roach.
At left: All of the participants in the 
2016 contest.

Photos by Maureen Moore
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