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By Ree Slocum
There’s something to be said about living and working in
one place for most of one’s life. Except for a three-year stint
in LA when he was pursuing an education in commercial art,
and a brief time in San Rafael after marrying his wife, Evelyn
Wallace, Lee Persico has lived in Little Lake Valley for most of
his 81 years. His hearty handshake and laid-back nature speak
to a life lived close to the earth and one that’s survived many
changes in the town and valley that he calls home.
The family history in Little Lake Valley is long, starting with
his grandparents arriving in Willits in the early 1900s. Persico’s
father and his siblings were born in the valley, and Persico and
his siblings were also born here, as were Lee and Evelyn’s
children, making three generations of Persicos being delivered
at Howard Hospital when the hospital still provided birthing
services. The local Persico grandchildren have been born on
the coast or Ukiah.
The family continues to run cattle on the home ranch with
Lee, who spent his past Saturday roping calves, Evelyn and
their son, Michael, running the day-to-day ranch business. Two
of his daughters, Kathy and Liz, also live on the ranch and help
with chores while son Ken lives in town. Their daughter Tracy
resides in Sparks, Nevada with her husband and children.
Lee Persico, being a rather practical man, decided to become
a real estate agent and, with his friend Jack Cox, opened the
Jack Cox and Associates realty office in 1973. “I’ve always
been in a business or direction that’s something that people
needed rather than being on the cutting edge of something and
telling them they need it!” he said.
Persico continued with Cox through a few other real estate
business transformations when they were independent agents.
Later Cox joined the Coldwell Banker national franchise, and
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By Maureen Moore

Just two years after getting her real estate licence, Willits’
Randa Craighead is already enjoying her job as an agent,
working with Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty.
Craighead, who married Dennis Craighead in 1993 watched
her father-in-law Don Craighead enjoy the industry. He
encouraged her, before his passing three years ago, to pursue
her interest in the field, get her license, and work the market.
Don Craighead owned the Willits County Mall, where he held
a real estate brokerage in addition to his Milbrae office, where
he worked for many years before moving to the area.
Randa Craighead had been “following in my father’s career,”
she said – being a teacher at Deep Valley Christian School and
at the Willits Charter School. She also worked with the Willits
Unified School District and as an aide at Baechtel Grove Middle
School before receiving her BA and teaching credential from
Sonoma State University and moving forward to a teaching
career.
“Teaching was my dad’s career,” she laughed. “I wanted to
try my father-in-law’s career next. He always really seemed to
enjoy real estate, and encouraged me to get into the industry. I
remember him telling me if I wanted to learn about real estate,
to talk to Lee Persico.”
After Don Craighead’s passing, Randa Craighead decided to
move forward with the plan. She attended Mendocino College,
taking real estate classes from Nash Gonzalez, and eventually
signed on to Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty, where Persico
also works.
Now, Craighead works with buyers, mainly. She noted how
she enjoys helping clients through the process of purchasing
a home.
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willitsweekly
@gmail.com

MENDO REALTY, INC.

Tara Moratti

Broker-Associate
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - Cell
707-459-5389 ext. 106 - Office

Location, Location, Location!

Independently
Owned & Operated

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784
PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490
redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

This is a fabulous spot to open up or move your current restaurant. Current Sellers ran a very
successful restaurant in this location for 17+ years! Great visibility at the West Highway 20 access and
the beginning of Downtown Willits! Spacious building, abundant parking, and trade fixtures make
this Commercial property a must see and purchase! Vacant lot for extra parking is available.
Priced at $325,000

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

www.LivInMendo.com • 1460 S. Main St., Willits • tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

COLUMN | Real Estate Beat

‘Be Here Now’

Above: The present location of Al’s Redwood Room has also been the site of Dryden’s Livery Stable, Little
Lake Garage, as seen here, and Jack Lewis’ Chevrolet dealership. Below: Al’s Redwood Room has been in
business since 1901. After several moves around town, it found its home at 207 South Main Street in 1970.

Family Tree Service, Inc.
has a new office!

Above: The Family Tree crew in front of the expanded
Laytonville office.
Tanya and Greg Musgrave cut the ribbon at Family Tree’s
new office.

MENDO REALTY, INC.

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S

Construction was completed over eight months with local contractor Jay Fraser
Construction. We were finally able to move in a few weeks ago in April. We expanded
from our 682-square-foot office to occupy 1,500 square feet on the same property located
at 41701 North Highway 101, just south of Laytonville.
Owner Greg Musgrave has been in business since 1989 and now employs 80 local
community residents, which makes Family Tree Service one of the county’s largest
employers.
Family Tree Service works with the local community and PG&E to remove hazard trees
and limbs that may create power outages or fires. We also offer residential services for
fire abatement, storm cleanup or property enhancement. We have a licensed arborist on
staff, accredited by the Tree Care Industry Association, and members of the International
Society of Arborists. Our climbers are “utility line clearance certified” for safety. Our main
area of focus is Mendocino, Lake, Humboldt, Sonoma and Napa counties, and we can
be reached at 707-984-6629. Visit “Family Tree Service, Inc” on Facebook for photos and
more info.
– submitted by Tanya Musgrave, Family Tree Service

We sell the most properties in
Mendocino County for a reason.
We know our stuff!
Serving Mendocino County since 1976

PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389
10+/- acres with an abundance of custom features
in this gorgeous home.
Expansive eastern views
of meadows and hills.
$739,000

You will love views of
the valley, plenty of sun
and fun in the pool. Destress and relax in this 3
bedroom, 1 bath home.
$448,000

Are you looking for a
1-story home? Great location. 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home. Sunny, flat yard for
outdoor
entertaining.
$289,500

Tucked up the hill at the
end of the cul-de-sac, you
will adore this cozy spic
and span 2 bedroom, 2
bath home. $264,500

This 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home perched on the
hillside with 1/2 +/- acres
of space is calling your
name. $360,000

Gorgeous Mountain Retreat! Enjoy 20+/- acres
with a rustic 14x20 cabin
and a 3 bedroom, 2 bath
manufactured home built
in 2001. This one you
must see! $395,000

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Selzer Realty

A ‘Then & Now’ Museum Series

Al’s Redwood Room

What a storied place is Al’s! It is the longestlived business in town, continuously operating
since 1901.

in October 1964. Juanita Hummel already
owned the Little Lake Chevrolet building, so in
1970 she turned it into the present site for Al’s.

The earliest stories report that the current
location was Dryden’s Livery Stable in 1908
or so. Fitting, then, that in later years it served
as the Little Lake Garage and as Jack Lewis’
Chevrolet dealership.

The business has changed hands twice
more, and the present owners, Robin and
Jim Tomes, purchased the business in July of
2003, adding Thai food to the American menu.
The Tomeses also added windows to the west
façade of the building and fully restored the
historic neon sign.

The business serving Willits in that location
now has migrated around town before finally
ending up at 207 South Main Street. The
Redwood Room bar started in 1901 at the
Hotel Willits, fully paneled in old redwood, with
a gorgeous historic Brunswick-back bar.
At some point in the late 1930s or early ’40s,
Al Greenberg bought the Redwood Room
and added “Al’s” to the sign at the southeast
corner of the Hotel Willits. Greenberg moved
his business to a nook at the Van Hotel in the
early ’50s. With Greenberg’s big love of the
community, his bar became a central scene
for meetings of minds with spirits. During the
1940s and early ’50s, many celebrities stopped
in at Al’s for a drink while in Willits to visit their
old Hollywood pal, former actor Don Coleman,
or while heading for a vacation in the redwoods
at Benbow.
Thomas and Louise Geoghegen and James
Jennings were the next owners of Al’s, and they
in turn sold the bar to Fritz and Juanita Hummel

36 South Street, Willits

Michelle Goforth
CalBRE #01461392

Bill Barksdale

cbmrwillits@pacific.net

isellwillits@ymail.com

707-841-7409

707-489-2232
bark@pacific.net

707-459-5389

– submitted by
Mendocino County Museum

SELZER REALTY

Sal Madrigal
REALTOR ®/ CalBRE #01139481

36 South Street ● Willits CA 95490
Office: 707-459-6175 ● VM: 707-467-3692
Cell: 707-354-1950 ● Fax: 707-472-2592
Each office independently owned and operated

CalBRE #00446837

The exhibit will be on display through
November at the Mendocino County Museum,
400 East Commercial Street. Check it out
Wednesday through Sunday 10 am to 4:30 pm.
Admission is $4 per person; students are only
$1; kids 6 years old and under are free. More
information on this exhibit can be found at www.
MendocinoMuseum.org.

(707) 459-6175

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE
Lee Persico

For more information on this building and
others located along Main Street, please check
out “Main Street: Then & Now,” a visually
fascinating and historically informative exhibit
on the history of Willits, with a focus on Main
Street architecture, commerce and culture. Join
the Mendocino County Museum and friends for
a free opening celebration on Saturday, June
10, from 1 to 3 pm.

madrigalsal@comcast.net
www.realtyworldselzer.com

CalBRE #01106662

Kent Westwood, Broker

Trusted everywhere,
every day.

ERIC MEHTLAN

CalBRE #01293875

Tara Moratti

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
CalBRE #01712217

Patsy Broeske

707-367-0389

707-484-6489

roxanne@getmendohomes.com

707-841-8053

patsy.broeske@coldwellbanker.com

CalBRE #01420657

tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

CalBRE #01971901

Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844

Karena Jolley

mrcraighead@comcast.net

nf@coldwellbanker.com

karena.jolley@gmail.com

707-354-2301

Joe Morf, Agent

: 707-456-9409

707-354-2999

mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com

For the best in service,
remember to always insist on

Fidelity National Title
704 E. Perkins Street, Suite D | Ukiah, CA 95482
Ph: (707) 467-9212
Fax: (707) 467-9183

CalBRE #01482063

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
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(707) 984-7078
CalBRE #02005443

Randa Craighead

When I was in my early 20s, Richard Alpert, PhD, of Harvard University took
a profound personal journey, which brought him to India. He returned to the U.S.
with a new name, Ram Dass, and a new appreciation for life. His book, “Be Here
Now,” started many people on their own personal journey to find their place in the
world.
Although Ram Dass’ journey doesn’t have much to do with real estate, at least
on the face of it, it does remind me of the importance of where we live. I was
reminded about this by two recent experiences I had.
One was a trip to Portland to visit my mother and her husband a few weeks
ago. I was born in Portland and grew up along
the Columbia River. Then, Portland was a small
city of a few hundred thousand people. Now the
Portland area is a crowded, sprawling metropolis
of around 3 million people. A drive that used to take
45 minutes or so now takes 2.5 hours in frustrating
bumper-to-bumper traffic.
As I was stuck in yet another traffic jam breathing
exhaust fumes, the lead story on the radio news
was, “Portland is now officially the most trafficcongested city in the country!” The story continued
to say that the estimate to begin finding a solution
to the problem will cost 8 BILLION dollars! Local
taxpayers look out.
Bill Barksdale
Columnist
My second recent experience was when our
nephew, his wife and young son came to visit
us last week from Minneapolis. They loved walking around Willits. They were
delighted that we could walk to the theater and downtown from our house. They
savored the clean air and lack of stifling humidity.
We drove to the coast, and they waded in the Pacific Ocean for the first time! I
took them to see an old-growth redwood tree. They couldn’t believe it. They filled
up their smartphone camera cards with pictures of us standing against the tree.
The musical sound of the breeze blowing through the forest was something they
had never heard!
I had the joyful experience of Willits and Mendocino County through the eyes
and senses of someone else.
These two experiences reminded me of what a beautiful place we live in. Yes,
Willits is a little ragged around the edges right now like many small towns, but it’s
also in one of the most beautiful locations in the world. Many of us, perhaps you,
are working on those ragged edges. Willits is in a great location – less than an
hour from the ocean – with clean air and a wonderful climate, and its people, “oldtimers” as well as those who have come here from everywhere, seem to mix in a
casual, lovely way somehow.
The bypass has lessened traffic on the poorly designed “bottleneck” by the
old hospital, but it’s also reduced business revenues and tax income needed to
make improvements and maintain the city. Pretty much every town and city faces
this challenge. Our great city manager, Adrienne Moore, and our valiant Willits
City Council, along with many involved citizens, are looking for solutions. I have
confidence that together we will fix what needs fixing, step-by-step. That’s what
“Be Here Now” means on a community level.
I can’t count how often I’ve seen Tom Woodhouse or Pete Swanton picking
up garbage or sweeping and weeding the streets. Many times Margie Handley
has stepped in to fundraise for major community improvements. The Little Lake
Grange was once a deteriorating, musty hulk, but now it’s a thriving community
hub thanks to enthusiastic, energized supporters. The Willits Center for the Arts
is a reinvigorated community jewel where our many local fine artists share their
work. The Willits Community Theatre is always striving to explore and bring live
entertainment to us. The annual car show lets us know that there is art in classic
cars, and those artists are right here in Willits.
Local service groups like Soroptimist International of Willits, Willits Chamber
of Commerce, Willits Seniors, Rotarians, Lions Club, area churches, Willits
Daily Bread, Kids Club, Sober Grad, Frontier Days and many others – all work
to generously find ways to support and improve our community. We have one
of the newest and best-equipped hospitals in the country, thanks largely to the
generosity of volunteers. And don’t miss our fine library and museum.
On my daily morning walks I am always energized and smiling as I greet my
neighbors, smell the flowers, and enjoy the beautiful gardens and trees. Yes, we
have a lot to be appreciative of and to work with to make our hometown better and
better. We have merchants and businesses to support that create local jobs. They,
in turn, support our local organizations.
We can choose to “Be Here Now,” to appreciate the moment-to-moment life of
this beautiful place we are fortunate enough to live in. We can choose to make
something better, today and each moment. Enjoy this journey. The lesson is, “The
journey is the destination.”
Bill Barksdale has been a real estate agent in Mendocino County for over 25
years. Contact him at Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty Inc.: 707-489-2232 or bark@
pacific.net.
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Your Dedicated Escrow Team:
Annette Pearce | Susie Robertson | Denise LaHa
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Casting a
good light

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Budget needs

An impressive display of exterior lighting.

Hey Willits friends and neighbors:
A short while back, I covered your
recommended budget breakdowns of
50 percent needs / 20 percent savings/
secure futures / 30 percent wants.

Exterior lighting improves
the safety and appearance
of your home

Today, we are covering the 50
percent.

When drafting a to-do list for home improvements that can
increase home value and appeal, several renovations tend
to be atop homeowners’ lists. While kitchen or bathroom
remodels may be popular renovations, homeowners also
should consider outdoor lighting schemes that can make
homes safer and more alluring.
Outdoor lighting serves various purposes. Such lighting
can draw attention to more impressive parts of a property.
In addition, such lighting can improve security and deter
criminals.
To get started, homeowners should first examine the
exteriors of their homes and make note of existing lighting
and where improvements can be made. If you’re not sure
where to begin, speak with an electrician or a landscape
designer, each of whom can offer suggestions on lighting
and which options are the best fit for your particular
property.
Next, you’ll want to consider efficiency and function. The
U.S. Department of Energy suggests incorporating energyefficient lighting, including energy-saving LED bulbs
or fluorescent lights, into your plans. Timers and other
automatic controls can prevent waste by turning lights on
only when they are needed. Solar lights can be used as
accent lights, further saving energy.

Beauty
When addressing aesthetics, think about the appeal
of an accented landscape. Include lights to frame the
front door and call attention to certain elements, such as
decorative trees or water features. Use lights to light up
deck stairways or to accent planters. Speak with a lighting
professional about how to position lights to cover the most
territory in the most attractive way possible.

Safety
Safety is an important consideration when improving a
home. Lighting can help illuminate potential hazards or draw

attention to borders or property boundaries. Navigating in
the dark can be treacherous, so put lights along pathways
and near pools or spas. Be sure that lights will clearly mark
other walkways around your home, such as those leading
from doors to the yard or from the garage to where trash
and recycling bins are kept. If a design element such as a
bridge over a water feature or a particular ornamental tree
or shrub is difficult to navigate in the dark, use lights to
improve visibility.

The rest of

Persico

Security
Added security is another reason to install more exterior
lighting. Dark homes are attractive to burglars. Eliminate
dark corners by lighting up areas where thieves may be
able to gain access to your home. This includes areas near
doorways and ground-level windows. Install motion-sensor
lights in such areas so you are not wasting energy.
Lighting may not only deter human intruders, but also
it can scare away animals. A raccoon, skunk or opossum
may think twice about hanging around your home when
your property is bathed in a spotlight.
Revamping exterior lighting elements can improve the
safety and the look of a home – and increase its value on
the real estate market.
383 South Main Street as it looks today.

Now and
Then
383 South Main Street

Reprinted with permission from the 1988 book
“The Architectural Heritage of Willits,” by Nelson A. Streib and
Susan Pritchard, commissioned by the City of Willits.

Natalie
Higley
Realtor

®

CalBRE#02018624

Office (707) 313-3198
Cell (831) 262-8705
NATALIE@PALMAPROP.COM
“If it matters to you, it matters to me.”
487 N. STATE ST.
UKIAH, CA 95482

CalBRE # 1712217

WWW.PALMAPROP.COM

Douglas Johnson
Realtor ®

Agent/Owner CalBRE#01888600
707.459.5975 707.456.0950 (fax)
wpm@instawave.net
152 S. Main St. / P.O. Box 2440 Willits, CA 95490

NOW OFFERING
SEAMLESS
ALUMINUM
GUTTERS
real roofing done once.
done right.
Dunlap

462-ROOF

Professional Rental

Management and Maintenance
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for 25 years the business has been owned and operated by
the same native Mendocino County partners, John Lazaro
and, now, Cox’s daughter, Kerri Vau, and is still working
within the Coldwell Banker franchise. Persico has stayed
with the company through the changes from the git-go.
Persico’s perspective, gleaned from many years watching
the cattle and real estate market trends, is quite simple:
“Any type of business has its ups and downs. If it’s the
stock market, real estate business, cattle business, sheep
business, wine business – it’s cyclic. You have to realize
it and save for it.” He also mentioned that the market has
finally gotten over all the foreclosures of the 2007-2008
crisis, and the local real estate market is doing well. Right
now it’s a seller’s market.
There are new businesses looking at Willits, and some of
them need employees who would move to the area. “The
next problem is housing, because we have no subdivisions
for housing for them,” Persico stated. The county planning
department and the planning commission are inundated
with applications for different things to rezone. Because
it’s a long, slow process to rezone areas with other
designations, it may not happen quickly enough for some
potential businesses.
As far as marijuana’s concerned, Persico was selling
mountain land to “outlaw growers” from the beginning.
Nobody thought much of it in those days. Right now he’s
seeing a lot of big money coming in to buy land and, with the
new regulations, he’s not sure where it will go.
For businesses in town that are struggling to survive right
now, Persico sees it as the “bypass doldrums.” Some are
having harder times, especially the motels and restaurants.
He likens it to what happened in Cloverdale, Ukiah and
Petaluma. Those communities came together and created
an attractive uniqueness. “We need better signage out
there; it’s very poor. We need direction for travelers to come
off the highway to visit Willits. Once we get through this, we
will survive,” he stated confidently.
Like many, Persico feels fortunate to live where there are
four great seasons and good air and water. The location is
perfect for going to the coast, the city, Reno. He likes the
small community the way it is. “There are very interesting
people, quite a diversity of people, and that’s healthy,” he
said.
An interesting factoid about Lee Persico, who’s always
been involved with and promoted Willits Frontier Days, is
that he was wowing the crowds as a 2-year-old doing tricks
riding his pony “Buck.” Baby Lee and Buck were a soughtafter act that played in many rodeos. When Lee was 3, his
father took the boy and pony – with Buck’s head sticking
out the back window of the Studebaker – over the Golden
Gate Bridge to the Treasure Island World’s Fair, where they
reportedly performed to an audience of 11,000. It won the
young Lee a place in Ripley’s Believe It or Not as “The
Youngest Cowboy in the World.” While he hasn’t performed
in more years than can be remembered, he continues to
volunteer at Willits’ historic Frontier Days event.
To contact Lee Persico at Coldwell Banker, dial 459-5790
or stop by the offices at 1460 South Main Street.

Know Before You Buy
Financial Guidance for
Property Buying
Call today for advice
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“It can be a very satisfying job,” she
said. “Recently, my son recommended
me to a young couple. We worked
together, and I was able to get them
their first home. I can really see
why my father-in-law really enjoyed
working in real estate.”
Despite her experience working
with buyers, Craighead noted that she
looks forward to working with some
sellers, too.
“Right now, it’s certainly a seller’s
market,” she said. “The listings are
sparse, and many move-in-ready
homes in the $250,000 to $325,000
range are actually receiving multiple
offers and offers above the list price,
since there’s just so few on the market
right now.”
Craighead noted that if anyone
was on the fence about deciding to
sell, now would be a good time, as
interest rates are still low for buyers
and there’s not a ton of competition in
that $250,000 to $325,000 range for
sellers.
Some fixers and higher-end
properties are also available on the
market, but Craighead stressed the
need for more good move-in-ready
homes on the market “There’s just not
nearly as many as we need!” she said.
Getting buyers prequalified helps
make expectations and a plan clear for
client and agent alike, and Craighead
noted she is happy to recommend
several industry professionals to help
with the lending process.
If anyone is interested in looking at
properties, or interested in learning
more about listing a property for sale,
Craighead is available at the office
at 841-7778 or randa.craighead@
coldwellbanker.com.

Opal Miner

Insurance Agency

855.240.6606

At first this will appear
to be a challenge, but
eventually you will find
your new norm.

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist

Home: Did you refinance your home
while the mortgage rates were at alltime lows? If not, contact your lender
and learn what it takes to secure a
longer mortgage period, if you have
an adjustable rate mortgage.

Auto Insurance: Is your home
insurance bundled with your auto
insurance to optimize your savings?
Auto Charges: Dig through your bank
and or credit card statements for your
recurring charges. Are there charges
that you do not recognize? Are there
any items that seem out of whack?
TV: Television allows us to “escape”
our reality, and allows us to
decompress. However, check your
watching habits. Do you by chance
have an enormous bundled package
that includes premium channels? If
your package contains premiums, but
you do not find yourself utilizing those
channels, then lower your plan.
Remember, the goal is to have
50 percent of your monthly income
squeeze into your home expenses.
Coupons and Budget Shopping:
Coupons are in essence found
money, so be wise with coupons
from manufacturers as well as instore flyers to maximize your monthly
savings.
Pack a Lunch: Remember to pack a

your landlord.

Renters: Be certain
to obtain renter’s
insurance,
and
provide a copy to

Auto: Before you start your car to do a
trip, be sure to list your trip in advance,
and take the most economical routes
to save you time and money. Not
writing down each part your trip may
have you forgetting a stop, then
you will need to backtrack. As autos
become more efficient with mpg, be
sure you are optimizing your trips to
make the most of the fuel tank.
Electricity: Be sure to be efficient with
your electricity and appliance usage at
home. For those homeowners who are
seeking to knock down their electricity
bill even more, there is solar. Check
out this information from “Go Solar
California” on tax credits for buying
and installing solar systems: www.
gosolarcalifornia.ca.gov/consumers/
taxcredits.php.

Thank you and my best.
Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an
accountant and a financial advisor.
His firm, NC Financial Group, is a
wealth management firm serving
individual clients as well as smallto-medium-sized businesses. Client
work includes personal and corporate
taxes, investment planning, insurance,
and real estate. NC Financial Group’s
Willits office is located at 675 South
Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com for
more information.

Notary
Public

— COMPLETE INSURANCE —
99 SOUTH MAIN STREET
(707) 459-5404
WILLITS, CALIFORNIA 95490 FAX (707) 459-5384

SURVEY4WATER
FIND WATER BEFORE
YOU DRILL
1025 Hearst Willits Road
Willits, CA 95490

Taxes | Investments | Insurance

survey4water@comcast.net
survey4water.net

DR. DONALD G. MCEDWARDS
Certified Hydrogeologist No. 153

707/354-4618

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from
any other named entity.
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Craighead

Clothing: Clothing
wears out, so when
you purchase new
clothes, be sure to
drop off older items
that still have use
left to them to the
Goodwill, and collect
your receipt for
taxes!

When you itemize
and organize your
expenses – as you
are only to allocate 50
percent of your income
to your home – then
you need to be crafty
with the items you
purchase for the house.

Home Insurance: Is your home
insured for the appropriate value
of replacement? If you have any
questions, contact your insurer.

The rest of
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lunch to work – this will save you on
your monthly expenses – and treat
yourself once a week for lunch, versus
each day. Preparing a lunch also
includes shopping at the market to
capture your ingredients.
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law. Membership in the associations also makes it easier for
Realtors to stay up to date with the latest legal issues.
So now that you know all about Realtors, the question
remains, should I hire a Realtor to help me buy or sell a
house? I’d say yes, and here’s why.
First, it is in a Realtor’s best interest to help you meet your
In case you haven’t noticed, the real estate market has
changed recently. Prices are up, inventory is down, and goal. Realtors only get paid if you get what you want – a
buyers outnumber sellers. This makes it a seller’s market. completed transaction.
Second, people in the real estate industry (brokers and
Buyers are in the market because rates are still at historic
lows. Prices are still affordable, and the economy is looking lenders with the knowledge to do the work themselves) hire
Realtors because they understand the value of a
stronger. If you are thinking of selling in the
good Realtor. It’s kind of like when you find out
near future, consider starting now.
your doctor goes to a specialist when he or she
Whether you’re thinking of buying or selling,
needs one. Why wouldn’t you want to do the
the question is: Should you employ a real
same?
estate agent to help you? What do they do for
On the selling side, a Realtor will assess your
you, exactly?
property
to determine its market value and bring to
To help you figure this out, I thought I’d define
light any issues that make it unusual (e.g., is it in a
a real estate agent’s legal obligations, as well
flood plain? Does it have historic value?). Realtors
as the difference between a real estate agent
advertise your property locally, online, and via
and a Realtor. All Realtors are real estate
the Multiple Listing Service (MLS), reaching
agents, but not all agents are Realtors.
thousands of potential buyers. Realtors are also
Licensed real estate agents have a fiduciary
connected to other real estate professionals
responsibility to deal honestly and in the best Richard Selzer
and can share information about your home via
interest of the principal (you) – this is not just Columnist
those relationships. And, Realtors don’t make a
an ethical responsibility, but a legal one. Real
dime unless your house sells. As a matter of fact,
estate agents must follow your instructions unless they are they spend time and money marketing your property on the
“patently frivolous.” But as long as you are reasonable, your prospect of collecting a fee when it sells.
agent must represent you according to your wishes.
On the buying side, Realtors can act as a buffer between
Realtors are real estate agents who’ve joined their local you and a homeowner, so you don’t tip your hand. In
Realtor association. This membership also affiliates them negotiations, he who speaks first loses. However, if Realtors
with their state and national associations. So, in addition to communicate, they may act as independent parties, providing
being well-trained, Realtors adhere to a strict code of ethics you with information without giving away your position. (This
and standards of practice, higher than those mandated by is true whether you’re a buyer or seller.)

COLUMN | How’s the Market?

What to expect from
a real estate agent

If you’re a buyer, Realtors can save you a ton of time.
As long as you are clear and specific about your needs, a
Realtors can sift through all the properties for sale so you
only see the ones of interest to you. Also, Realtors are likely
to hear of properties coming on the market before the general
public, putting you in a position to know sooner.
The idea of saving money with a For Sale By Owner
(FSBO) isn’t really accurate. From a seller’s perspective,
unless you’re a marketing genius, your property just won’t get
the same exposure it would with a Realtor. And advertising
can get expensive. Also, if you are not well-versed in real
estate law, mistakes can also be very costly. Not surprisingly,
most FSBO homes end up being listed with Realtors.
On the buyer’s side, you do all the work and receive none
of the benefits of an agent. Without a Realtor, you may not
know what’s for sale or what legal rights you have, what
sellers should provide and/or pay for, or other legal issues.
And real estate contracts have a lot of details. If you aren’t
familiar with them, you may agree to things you shouldn’t.
Whether you are buying or selling a home, if you have a
smart phone you can download a free app that will give you
a lot of information about what’s for sale. Text “RW” to 59559,
and you’ll be sent a link to an app that uses your location
to identify all properties in the MLS (not just Realty World
listings). It also offers recent sales so you can compare your
property to others.
If you have questions about real estate or property
management, please contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com
or visit www.realtyworldselzer.com. If I use your suggestion
in a column, I’ll send you a $5 gift card to Roland’s Bakery.
If you’d like to read previous articles, visit my blog at www.
richardselzer.com.
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the
business for more than 40 years.

A list of local real estate agents, based in Willits and Laytonville
WILLITS AGENTS
Alvarado, Cheri
Lic#01964594
Summit Realty
557 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-983-8081

Andrews, Margaret

Lic#01402835
Realty World-Selzer Realty
36 South St
Willits, CA 95490
707-459-6175

Auble, Gary C

Lic#00611996
Auble Real Estate
2656 Primrose Dr
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5638

Barksdale, Bill

Lic#01106662
Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty
1460 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389

Broeske, Patsy

Lic#01949646
Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty
1460 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389

Cardona, Elida

Lic#01249091
Realty World-Selzer Realty
36 South St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-6175

Craighead, Randa L
Lic#01971901
Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty
1460 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389

Flamer, Nicole G
Lic#01932844
Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty
1460 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389

Goforth, Michelle D
Lic#01461392
Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty
1460 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389

Hollifield, Matthew
Lic#01839656
Lincoln Realty
1661 A South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4599

Mercer, Barbara J

Lic#01867232
Realty World-Selzer Realty
36 South St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-6175

Mitchell, Barbara

$550,000
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Weston, Ruth

Lic#00990817
Summit Realty
557 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4961

Moratti, Tara

Wolf, Jason E

Lic#01705781
Summit Realty
557 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-983-8081

Lic#01420657
Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty
1460 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389

Lawrence, Adam

Noah, Sharon

Lic#01824539
Ponderosa & Sun Realty
635 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5108

Lic#01346114
Realty World-Selzer Realty
36 South St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-6175

Lemos-Neese, Roxanne

O’Leary, David J
Lic#01915030
Summit Realty
557 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4961

Lic#01897707
Summit Realty
557 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-983-8081

LAYTONVILLE
AGENTS
Andrews, Margaret

Lic#01402835
Realty World-Selzer Realty
49960 N Hwy 101 #G
Laytonville CA 95454
707-984-7000

Noah, Sharon

Lic#01346114
Realty World-Selzer Realty
49960 N Hwy 101 #G
Laytonville CA 95454
707-984-7000

Koch, Travis

Lic#00963150
Hometown Realty
44900 Hwy 101
Laytonville CA 95454
707-984-6211

Morf, Joseph C

Lic#02005443
Westwood Real Estate
6000 Westman Park Rd
Laytonville CA 95454
707-984-7078

Valencia, Susan F
Lic#01298121
Valencia Real Estate
44980 N Hwy 101 #E
Laytonville CA 95454
707-984-7270

Westwood, Kent

Lic#01293875
Westwood Real Estate
6000 Westman Park Rd
Laytonville CA 95454
707-984-7078

List based on information from Bay Area Real Estate Information Services, Inc.
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Persico, Lee

Lincoln, Barbara L
Lic#00644801
Lincoln Realty
1661 A South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4599

Lic#00446837
Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty
1460 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389

Madrigal, Salvador

Rudig, Nancy

Lic#01139481
Realty World-Selzer Realty
36 South St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-6175

Lic#01394707
Lincoln Realty
1661 A South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4599

Martin, Christopher

Sorace, Tony

Lic#01265820
Realty World-Selzer Realty
36 South St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-6175

Lic#00672123
Ponderosa & Sun Realty
635 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5108

McFadden, Jacob

Trimmer, Robert

Lic#01701758
Realty World-Selzer Realty
36 South St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-6175

Lic#01147256
Summit Realty
557 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4961

Brooktrails
Grand Estate!

3800 sq. ft., 4 bdrms, 3 baths.
The quintessential family home!
A home entertainers dream and
a telecommuters haven. Near the
mouth of Lake Emily and not far
from the Golf Course. Features:
Expansive decks, screen porch,
gourmet kit, tons of counters,
walk-in pantry, grand island,
Large master suite with multiple
closets, lake view, vaulted ceiling,
back-up generator, separate BR
wing (could make nice in-law
unit or office & gym), double
garage and more!

Lic#00688068
Summit Realty
557 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-4961

Lic#00689505
Barbara Fenwick Mitchell
402 Grove St
Willits CA 95490
707-456-9036

Kincade, Sarah

Lic#01712217
Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty
1460 South Main St
Willits CA 95490
707-459-5389

Weston, Randy

Crestview Dr. Ukiah
Beautiful spacious ranch style custom home, 3 bed 2 bath w/bonus room,
on 20 acres in the western hills with stunning views of the Ukiah Valley !
Lush landscaping surrounds the house including, fruit trees, raised garden
beds, this is a must see for your most discrete buyers.

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Serving Mendocino County since 1976.
36 South Street • Willits • 707-459-6175

JAKE McFADDEN
707-354-3874
CalBRE #01701758

Amy Wray

972-6856

Leonard Winter

462-1414

Lea Bergem

621-3424

Kim Getts

272-2839

Eric Garbocci.

391-3564

Carmen Saye

621-3434

Office: 707-463-2570
www.beverlysandersrealtyco.com
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