
Supes to 
ponder 

road tax

By unanimous vote, 
the board of supervisors 
on Tuesday directed its 
General Government 
Standing Committee to 
take up consideration of a 
proposed half-cent sales 
tax to benefit the county’s 
roads.

The General Government 
Committee consists of Third 
District Supervisor John 
Haschak and Fourth District 
Supervisor Dan Gjerde.

The idea for the tax was 
brought to the board on 
Tuesday by Department 
of Transportation Director 
Howard Dashiell, who told 
supervisors a half-cent 
per dollar sales tax in the 
unincorporated part of the 

Supes, citizens 
climate group 

at odds 

After voting 5-0 to 
approve a policy statement 
on the goals and some 
of the structure of the 
proposed Mendocino 
County Climate Action 
Advisory Committee, 
negotiations between 
members of the Climate 
Action Advisory Committee 
Start-Up Group and the 
board of supervisors broke 
down Tuesday afternoon 
over the question of who 
would serve as staff to the 
committee. 

A majority of the board of 
supervisors signaled they 
wanted to sign a contract 
with the Mendocino County 

Packaging from Ziploc, Annie’s Mac & Cheese, breakfast 
cereals, and more passes through 
our pantries frequently, and lots of 
those packages end up at Solid 
Wastes of Willits. The lucky ones end 

up on the line of Jose Juan Mandujano, who sorts recycling 
at the plant. 

Mandujano started noticing how many of these packages 
had the “Box Tops for Education” coupon attached. 

He started collecting the tops, and then cutting t h e 
coupons out with his 4-year-old son, Johnny, and his wife, 
Jenifer to take to Brookside Elementary School to be turned 
in for money for the school. 

Since starting collecting in November of 2018, the family 
has clipped and collected almost 13,000 tops, and brought 
them in to Brookside Preschool Tuesday, to turn in to 
teacher Melanie in Room 35. 

Box tops are worth 10 cents each to the schools, which 
can earn up to $20,000 per year from the program. Checks 
are issued twice a year to the school’s administrator and 
can be used for the purchase of anything needed. 

Johnny’s family plans to continue to clip the box tops and 
encourages everyone else to do the same and turn them in 
to the schools. 
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Moore  Bunches of 
Box Tops

Johnny Mandujano Cardona and his dad, 
Jose, collect 12,964 coupons for school

At left: Sometimes, multi-tops are attached to packages, like this 
coupon for seven, at top, or this set of eight, at left.  Above: Jenifer, 
Johnny and Jose smile together with some of the box tops. Below: 
Johnny and teacher Melanie hug each other, and the tops.

Above, from left: From the line at Solid Wastes of Willits, Jose Juan Mandujano collects recycling with the “Box Tops for Education” 
coupons. Below: 4-year-old Johnny Mandujano Cardona smiles with just some of the almost 13,000 tops collected by his family.

City’s 
finances 
‘healthy’
say auditors

The City of Willits 
recently received a healthy 
financial rating for fiscal 
year 2017/18 from the 
accounting firm Moss, Levy 
& Hartzheim, which the city 
hired as auditors. 

Among the good news 
found in the audit was 
that the city’s general fund 
increased by $419,688, a 
16 percent boost, in fiscal 
year 2017/18 thanks to a 
budget surplus.

The news was especially 
encouraging since the city 
had originally projected 

Forrest Glyer
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Willits Fuel 
Reduction 

Project 
planned for 
11,000 acres

Submitted by CalFire
The Willits and Ukiah 

areas are on the list of 
high-priority fuels reduction 
projects in California 
identified by CalFire and 
fast-tracked in response 
to an executive order from 
Gov. Gavin Newsom earlier 
this year. 

The Willits and Ukiah 
Fuels Reduction projects 
and others around the state 
are to begin immediately 
to protect over 200 of 
California’s most wildfire-
vulnerable communities 
and put the state on a path 
toward long-term wildfire 
prevention and forest 
health.

The 11,965 acre Willits 

County 
employee base 
pay averages  
23.8 percent 

below market

County pay is worse, 
and better, than previously 
thought, according to draft 
results of the total compen-
sation study performed for 
the County of Mendocino by 
Koff and Associates.

Koff and Associates Proj-
ect Manager Katie Kaneko 
told supervisors on Tuesday 
that base pay for Mendoci-
no County government em-
ployees is, on average, 23.8 
percent below pay levels for 
comparable work done in 
comparable counties. 

Previously it was 
accepted that average 
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Two held for 
grand theft

Two north county 
transients were arrested 
April 15 for allegedly 
removing tires, rims and 
other items from property 
in the 17000 block of North 
Highway 101 belonging to 
a 45-year-old Ukiah man a 
day earlier.

According to sheriff’s Sgt. 
Quincy Cromer, the owner of 
the property south of Willits 
had discovered 28-year-old 
Brandon Hite and 25-year-
old K.C. Stillwell trespassing 
on his property shortly 
before 3:30 pm on April 
14. “The property owner 
used his cellular telephone 
to record the subjects and 
their vehicle as he told them 
to leave,” Cromer said.

After the two left, the 
property owner realized 
numerous tires, rims, and 
other items were missing 
from his property.
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What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from our readers

Would you like to 
submit a letter  
to the editor?

It’s easy! Willits, Brooktrails 
and North County residents 
are welcome to email us at 
willitsweekly@gmail.com!

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events 
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents 
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of 
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to 
once every four weeks. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits, 
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must 
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although 
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No 
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a 
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

Rain Totals in Willits
Precipitation in the Willits area as of April 18

(Note: Willits Weekly’s “rain year” started September 29, with the first local rains.)

National Weather Service, Willits Howard Ranger Station  58.36”  as of 4/17/2019 at 12 pm
Mendocino College North County Center  46.13”  as of 4/17/2019 at 12 pm
Willits sewer plant  56.18”  as of 4/17/2019 at 10 am
High Horse Ranch  51.57”  as of 4/17/2019 at 12 pm
Highway 20, Willits  59.96”  as of 4/17/2019 at 12 pm
Lucky Monkeys Ranch  54.85”  as of 4/15/2019 at 11 pm

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

Vegetarian and vegan options.

TNT MARKET
Tues.-Sat. 11am to 10 pm

Indian Food

35 West Commercial • Willits 
707-456-1290

Tell the Insurance
“I Choose Yokums!”

1619 South Main Street • Willits

707-459-9385
yokumsbodyshop.com

This year BACA did it differently. In 
order to increase their visibility – and thus 
community awareness – Bikers Against 
Child Abuse changed the location of their 
annual ceremonial kickoff to Child Abuse 
Prevention Month to the northwest corner 

of Commercial and 
Main streets.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
the red and black 

balloons, which they have in the past sent 
aloft into the atmosphere, are gone. The 
balloons have been replaced by pinwheels, 
which the group mounted on the k-rails and 
presented to curious onlookers.

“With the announcement of our 
annual release of balloons this year,” 
BACA President Preacher wrote in the 
announcement that the group would 
substitute pinwheels for balloons, “several 
community individuals have expressed 
strong concerns about the wildlife that 
might be affected by such. BACA will be 
holding the scheduled awareness event, 
but pinwheels have been substituted.”

The pinwheels being “ecologically 
neutral” has added to the beneficial publicity 
which the group is trying to achieve.

At noon, on Saturday, April 13, BACA 
members rode their motorcycles from Rite 
Aid at the Evergreen Shopping Center to 
Commercial and Main where they staged 
their awareness event, greeting drivers and 
passersby and engaging in conversations, 
as well as answering questions.

BACA, which has been operating in 
Mendocino County since 2014, is part of an 
international organization, in 17 countries 
with 284 chapters around the world, 14 in 
California alone.

As per their mission statement: “Bikers 
Against Child Abuse exists with the intent 
to create a safer environment for abused 
children. We exist as a body of bikers to 

empower children to not feel afraid of the 
world in which they live. We stand ready 
to lend support to our wounded friends by 
involving them with an established, united 
organization.

“We work in conjunction with local and 
state officials who are already in place 
to protect children. We desire to send a 
clear message to all involved with the 
abused child that this child is part of our 
organization and that we are prepared to 
lend our physical and emotional support 
to them by affiliation, and our physical 
presence.

“We stand at the ready to shield 
these children from further abuse. We 
do not condone the use of violence or 
physical force in any manner, however, if 
circumstances arise such that we are the 
only obstacle preventing a child from further 
abuse, we stand ready to be that obstacle.”

In other words, they provide support, 
empowerment and family to children who 
may be in situations where they might find 
themselves alone and afraid. They let these 
children know that they are not alone and 
that there are adults who will protect them 
and have their back – including providing 
support by attending court hearings.

In California, children must be referred to 
BACA through Child Protective Services or 
other official groups, who will let a parent 
know that BACA is available and what they 
can do. It is up to the parent or guardian 
to contact the group for their services, at 
which point BACA asks a specific set of 
questions to determine the circumstances 
and if they can help. They then bring the 
child into their family, give them a vest 
with a patch on it, refer the family to which 
agencies can help them with specific needs 
and basically just be there for the child. If 

No More Balloons
Bikers Against Child Abuse used 

 colorful pinwheels to raise awareness 
at Friday’s downtown event

Above: Members of the Mendocino County chapter of Bikers Against Child Abuse pose at Friday’s 
awareness event. Above, right: Members Pinkie and Rats, in front, and Bones and Woody pose with 
the BACA banner. At right: Signs held by BACA members made the public aware of the county child 
abuse numbers. Far right: BACA member Giggles shows the Mendocino County statistics - 370 
substantiated cases of child abuse in 2018 - to those driving by. 

Above: BACA motorcyclists roar down Main Street from the Evergreen Shopping Center. Below: 
Bikers Against Child Abuse sets up at the corner of Main and Commercial to increase the visibility of 
their awareness event this year.

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Read the rest of
BACA Over on Page 11

Photos by Mathew Caine

Claudia Smith-Hill 
memorial
To the Editor:
The family of Claudia Smith-Hill invite her 
friends to honor her life at St. Francis of the 
Redwoods Episcopal Church on April 28 at 
1 pm. A reception to celebrate what would 
have been her 98th birthday will follow at 
the Willits Center for the Arts.
Please bring your memories of Claudia to 
share.

Ken Smith, Willits

Firesafe tour of Pine 
Mountain
To the Editor:
The Pine Mountain Firewise/Fire Safe 
Council, in conjunction with Firewise 
USA, will host a self-guided tour of our 
neighborhood showcasing examples of 
methods used by residents to make their 
homes more resistant to wildfire.
The tour will focus on fuel reduction 
strategies immediately adjacent to our 
homes and outbuildings, and treatments 
for the surrounding areas intended to 
create defensible space. You’ll have the 
opportunity to see some of the things Pine 
Mountain residents have done to harden 
their homes against wildfire.
We will also have information on local 
businesses that do tree work and brush 
removal. Special guests include Jeff Tunnell 
from the Bureau of Land Management and 
Tricia Austin from CalFire. Dave Barre of 
the Black Bart Firewise/Fire Safe Council 
will be making reflective address signs that 
can be ordered and picked up after you are 
done with your tour.
The tour will start on Ridgewood Road 
adjacent to “3195” in Pine Mountain – 
watch for signs. Maps to the locations of 
demonstration homes will be available 
starting at 10 am on Sunday, May 5. All 
residents of Willits are welcome.
Please join us in our efforts to make our 
community more resilient and better-
informed about wildfire. For questions 

please call Lauren Robertson at 459-3475 
or Don Mitchell at 456-9074.

Carolyn Proctor, for the Pine 
Mountain Firesafe Council

Thanks to KLLG Radio
To the Editor: 
Willits Community Services and Food Bank 
wish to give a sincere appreciation to KLLG 
Radio for their generosity and excellent 
management of the shared benefit event 
on Saturday, March 30. The food bank was 
invited to partner with KLLG to raise money 
for both nonprofit services.
Volunteers worked to bring a generous 
raffle and musical entertainment to the 
event that was held at the Grange. Thank 
you KLLG!

Ruthanne Volz, interim director, 
Willits Community Services  

and Food Bank

Grandstanding
To the Editor:
On Tuesday, April 2, I complied with my jury 
summons and appeared at 9 am for jury 
duty at the Mendocino County Courthouse 
in Ukiah. While I was not selected to 
serve on a jury, I did go through the jury 
selection process for a pending criminal 
trial, and I was absolutely appalled at what 
I witnessed.
District Attorney David Eyster was 
the prosecutor on the case, and his 
performance during jury selection was a 
disgrace to his office, and an affront to the 
American system of justice.
In answer to an earlier question by the 
judge if any prospective jurors had ever 
had a bad experience serving on a jury, 
one gentleman responded that in a jury 
he sat on in Mendocino County, he felt 
the prosecutor grandstanded by going 
well beyond a factual presentation of the 
evidence, and that bothered him.
When Eyster’s turn came to question the 
prospective jurors, he asked the gentleman 
if he felt his prior bad experience with that 
prosecutor would prejudice him against 

Eyster’s prosecution of the pending case. 
A fair question.
The gentleman, who appeared to be a very 
intelligent and thoughtful fellow, responded 
that while he thought he could be impartial, 
he was now on the alert for prosecutorial 
misconduct.
Not surprisingly, this answer did not satisfy 
Eyster, but instead of simply dismissing the 
gentleman from serving on the jury with a 
peremptory challenge, he chose to make 
an example of him by trying to browbeat 
him into admitting that he was in fact biased 
against prosecutors.
Eyster’s interrogation of the gentleman 
dragged on for at least 15 interminable 
minutes as if it was the juror who was on 
trial. To his unyielding credit, the gentlemen 
– clearly Eyster’s intellectual superior – 
stood his ground never wavering from his 
original statement, and Eyster finally gave 
up in a pathetic show of frustration.
I have been through the jury selection 
process many times, and I have never 
before witnessed such a relentless 
badgering of a prospective juror who was 
simply doing their duty as a citizen.
I have to ask myself: why would the district 
attorney of Mendocino County treat a 
prospective juror with such open contempt? 
After all, jurors are hard to scrape up here 
in this county. The only answer I can figure 
is that Eyster has serious self-esteem 
issues, and that he thought he was sending 
a message to other prospective jurors in 
the courtroom not to cross him.
Well for your information Mr. DA – you failed 
spectacularly! You, sir, are proof positive of 
the prosecutorial grandstanding to which 
the gentlemen so rightly objected.
If I were the judge in that courtroom, I would 
have hauled Eyster behind the woodshed 
(private chambers) and read him the riot 
act about proper decorum in my courtroom. 
Eyster’s disgraceful conduct was not only 
unbecoming of an officer of the court, 
he committed a grave disservice to the 
administration of justice in Mendocino 
County.

Jon Spitz, Laytonville

Thank you
To the Editor:
The Willits High School Booster Club would 
like to thank our community for coming out 
and supporting our Annual Quarter Auction, 
Saturday March 23. We had a successful 
and fun event. Thank you to all our board 
members for all of the folks that came to 
help. We really appreciate it.
The businesses in our community are very 
generous. Without the wonderful support of 
our local businesses and community, we 
would not be able to continue our mission 
to provide uniforms/equipment for WHS 
Athletics.
We would like to thank each of the 
businesses and community members for 
donating: Moon Lady, Brickhouse Coffee, 
Cooley Logging/Family, Buttercups, 
Cat’s Meow, Northern Aggregates Inc, 
Monkey Wrench, The Book Juggler, The 
House Doctor Paints, 101 Drive-In, April 
May’s, Les Schwab, Yokums Auto Body, 
101 Trailer and RV, Peterson Tractor, 
T&T Towing, Willits Frontier Days, Time 
Bandit, Willits Frontier Days Juniors, 
Willits Furniture, Mariposa Market, 
Georges Geodes and Gems, Ace Copy, 
the Branscomb family, Paul Riley Drywall, 
Mike Underhill, Adventist Health Howard 
Memorial, the Riley family, Brooktrails Golf 
Shop, Salon 707, Parlin Fork Conservation 
Camp, Unique Boutique, Gateway Games, 
Kelley Carter Janitorial, Mathew Caine 
Photography, John Ford Ranch, Sparetime, 
Tom Allman, Northwest Sporting Goods, 
Loose Caboose, J.D. Redhouse, Flowers 
By Annette, Taqueria Bravo, Geigers 
Market, Suite 75/Christina Lawrence, 
Romi’s, DripWorks, Noel Woodhouse, 
Santa Calderon, Kemmy’s Pies, Pizza 
To Go, Tabatha Hulsey, Enok and Linda 
Lohne, Fish Out of Water, Rachel Cash, 
Liz Rorabough, Moon Man, Willits FFA 
Alumni, the Drew family, Jeremy Stevens/
JnJ Honey, WHS Swim Team, WHS 
Wrestling, WHS Volleyball, WHS Soccer, 
WHS Softball, WHS Baseball, WHS Cheer, 
and WHS Girls Basketball. Thank you!

Bonnie Riley, for the  
WHS Booster Club

California’s Sierra Nevada snowpack stands at 162 
percent of normal for this date, with an average snow-
water equivalent of 42.2 inches, according to the California 
Department of Water Resources – more good news for the 
state’s water health.

Water officials measured 106.5 inches of snow at 
Phillips Station in South Lake Tahoe on April 2, with a 
snow-water equivalent of 51 inches. That’s the fourth-
highest snow level ever recorded at that location for the 
April reading, said DWR Information Officer Chris Orrick, 
and 200 percent of normal. “That’s significant because this 
is typically when we see the deepest snowpack with the 
most snow-water content.” That snow-water content was 
the seventh highest on record, Orrick noted.

“It goes without saying the last few years have shown 
how variable California’s climate truly is and what a 
profound impact climate change is having on our water 
systems,” added Kris Tjernell, deputy director of the 
agency’s integrated water management program.

“It’s been a great, great winter,” said DWR Chief of 

Hydrology and Flood Operations John Pasch.
Water managers are analyzing data from the state’s 

automated snowpack measurement system to make 
decisions about runoff releases to decrease the risk of 
spring flooding, Pasch said. 

The healthy snowpack is also well-distributed. The 
northern two-thirds of the Sierra are about 165 percent of 
average, the southern Sierra about 153 percent of average.

January through March saw sustained moderate to 
heavy storm systems drop consistent blankets of snow 
throughout Northern California. 

The state has experienced more than 30 “atmospheric 
river systems” since the start of this water year, Tjernell 
said, six of them during February. “Many years we get only 
six for the entire water year.”

The heavy, water-laden storms, combined with low 
temperatures, have created a snow-pack well above 
average, he noted.

– Dan McKee

Snowpack 162 percent of normal

California 
Department 
of Water 
Resources 
officials 
measure 
the state’s 
snowpack 
at Phillips 
Station in the 
Sierra Nevada 
mountains on 
April 2.
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707.459.9630 

500 SOUTH MAIN ST. WILLITS 

 

               

          
                 

 
AND 

    Now Available! 
 

LOCAL 

              NON-GMO  

PLUS...FRESH FLOWERS,  

ORGANIC PLANT STARTS, 
NATURAL EGG DYES,   

PASTURE-RAISED EGGS,  
EASTER CANDY & MORE! 

PHOTOS WITH THE EASTER BUNNY!

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
from 10 am to 12 pm at J.D. Redhouse

FRIDAY, APRIL 19
from 5 to 7 pm at J.D. Redhouse

Digital images by Maureen Moore are just $5 each!

Sunday, May 12, 2019
10 a.m. to 12 a.m.

Menu
A Complimentary Mimosa (Orange Juice & Champagne)

Waffles (Maple Syrup at an extra charge)
Bacon or Sausage
Scrambled Eggs

Quiche
Fresh Fruit

Coffee, tea, milk or juce served with all meals.

Harrah
Senior Center

1501 Baechtel Road
Willits

Tickets - $15.00
Call Jessica at 489-1478 or

The Willits Senior Center at 459-6826
All proceeds benefit Willits Senior Center and Willits High School Class of 2020

NOW SERVING

Our regular Breakfast will be
served from 8 to 9:45 a.m.

Adults: $8 ••• Seniors $7
Children: $6

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday • April 20, 2019

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

This 3 bedroom, 1 bath home is move-in ready. Home
features new flooring, fresh paint and an open floor plan.

Skylight in living room brings outside light in, kitchen door

1799 Ponderosa Road, Willits

PRESENTED BY:
Sharon Noah

DRE: #01346114

707-489-0441

leads to deck with serene views, newer 
roof under warranty. Dry cellar under 
house, large attached garage, lot next 
door included for sheds, RV’s, etc. Very 

motivated seller!
$269,500

Folk music legend Ramblin’ Jack Elliott came rolling into Shanachie Pub on April 7, 
delighting the sold-out crowd – including me – with old songs and 
tales from his seven decades of playing shows while traversing the 
country and traveling the globe.

L o n g t i m e blues troubadour Buddy Reed opened 
up the show, playing a raucous set of blues tunes to get the crowd warmed 
up.

Ramblin’ Jack, who is now 87 years old, still hits 
the road regularly after all these years, and had just 
traveled through Portland, Seattle, and Idaho before 
making his way to Willits. 

He had the audience clapping, singing along, and 
frequently laughing at his anecdotes and lyrics. He told 
stories about fellow musicians and rodeo 
riders, and one about 
a frightening 
plane ride over 

the hills of Mendocino County to get to a radio interview with Wavy Gravy and Arlo Guthrie.
He also poked fun at the challenges of being in the music business.
“I’ve autographed about 10,000 records that I did for Warner Brothers and they haven’t 

paid me one penny,” he said. “I reckon they owe me several hundred dollars.”
In his hour-long set, he worked his way through classic folk songs like “San Francisco 

Bay Blues,” “The Cuckoo,” and “Diamond Joe.” He also played a pair of Bob Dylan songs, 
and another couple from his biggest influence and old friend Woody Guthrie.

He spoke about Guthrie being in the Merchant Marines in World War II and writing 
“Talking Sailor,” and how he wrote “Talkin’ Columbia” as part of an outpouring of 26 songs 
in 30 days while traveling around the Columbia River.

At the end of “Diamond Joe,” Elliott threw in some verses from the song “The State of 
Arkansas,” joking that “I didn’t dare sing it down there – it’s not very complimentary.”

“I’ve traveled this wide world over, some ups and downs I saw,” he sang. 
“But I never knew what misery was, ’til I hit old Arkansas.”

The crowd fell mostly silent when he played the old folk dirge “South 
Coast.” Whatever imperfections are in his voice from his 87 years of age 

only added to the power of the song as he slowed down the tempo and 
talked, sang and growled his way through the strange tragic tale, which begins 

with a man winning a bride in a card game.
“Well the South Coast is a wild coast and lonely,” he sang. “You might win 

in a game at Cholon. But a lion still rules the barranca, and a 
man there is always alone.”

Ramblin’ Jack is generally regarded as the bridge 
between Woody Guthrie and Bob Dylan, and Dylan’s early 
style clearly borrowed heavily from Elliott. Still, he had 
nothing but kind things to say about Dylan, who likewise 
called Ramblin’ Jack the “King of the Folksingers” in his 
autobiographical book “Chronicles: Volume One.”

“I like pretty much everything he’s written,” said Elliott 
before playing “I’ll Be Your Baby Tonight.” He talked of the 

‘King of the Folksingers’
Ramblin’ Jack Elliot plays a sold-out show at Shanachie Pub at part of his Winter 2019 tour

Far left: 
Ramblin’ 
Jack Elliott, 
87, poses 
for a photo 
with Pete 
Swanton of 
the Shanachie 
Pub.

Photo by  
Forrest Glyer

At left: 
Ramblin’ 
Jack Elliott 
with poses 
with reporter/
singer/
songwriter 
Forrest Glyer 
after the sold-
out Shanachie 
show.
Below: 
Ramblin’ Jack 
Elliott’s 2019 
Winter Tour 
promo photo.

Forrest Glyer
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Ramblin’ Over on Page 11

having a deficit of more than $275,000 for the 
fiscal year, which ended June 30, 2018, when 
it implemented the budget.

Bin Zeng, acting-audit manager for Moss, 
Levy & Hartzheim, summarized the firm’s 
findings at the Willits City Council meeting last 
week.

“The opinion we issued on the current 
year financials is an ‘unmodified’ one,” said 
Zeng. “That’s the highest opinion we issue as 
auditors. It’s typically what’s called a ‘clean’ 
opinion.”

Zeng said the current general fund balance 
of nearly $3 million was “a healthy amount for 
a city of Willits’ size.”

However, he did warn that a significant part 
of the general fund surplus for 2017/18 came 
from one-time funding boosts.

“The results from operations remain largely 
the same with the prior fiscal year, except 
intergovernmental revenues had a larger 
increase this year,” he said. “But a reminder – 
that’s one-time revenue, so it’s usually grants 
or reimbursements for grants that came 
in this year. It’s not something that can be 
consistently counted upon.”

He said the general fund reserve ratio – the 
amount of funds in the reserve divided by one 
year of general fund expenditures – was at 64 
percent for the fiscal year.

“This is a pretty significant percentage when 
compared with other municipalities,” he said. 
“It basically means you can operate for more 
than half a year on reserves alone.”

Expenditures and revenues increased 
for both governmental funds and business-
type funds (for services residents pay for, 
like water and wastewater) for the city, but 
revenue remained higher than expenses for 
both categories.

However, there were some areas that 
showed losses. One was the wastewater 
fund, which showed a net decrease of around 
$339,000.

“This decrease is largely due to the fact that 
revenue remained largely the same, but costs 
have been rising,” said Zeng. “That includes 
increases across the board, but mainly in 
operations, and supplies and services.”

Another program operating at deficit was 
garbage and recycling, which the city contracts 
through Solid Wastes of Willits. Zeng said this 
had shown similar results in past years.

“The Solid Waste fund has always had a 
negative fund balance and [for] the current 
year is $1.1 million,” he said. “That’s due to 
the landfill closure liability. And efforts are 
currently underway to secure funding from the 
county for that.”

“This is an agreement from before 2000 … 
and there’s been some significant turnover 
in management in the finance department. 
We’re trying to establish right now who exactly 
owns that liability.”

On the other hand, the city’s water fund 
increased by $556,510, thanks to an uptick 
in revenue which exceeded the increase in 
expenses.

The sales tax fund remained largely 
unchanged, with revenue ($886,520) slightly 
exceeding expenditures ($878,851).

Zeng said that for business-type activities 
in general, assets exceeded liabilities for the 
city by $24.8 million, an increase of about 
$200,000 over the prior fiscal year. 

“The increase is not as large as the increase 
in the previous year, but it’s still relatively 
healthy,” he said.

A report in the agenda packet from Moss, 
Levy & Hartzheim stated that government-
wide revenues increased by nearly $1 million 
(18 percent) for the city in the fiscal year to 
around $6.45 million, and government-wide 
expenses increased by around $1.1 million 
(23 percent) to about $5.93 million.

Business type revenue increased by around 
$290,000 to $6.2 million, and expenses 
increased by roughly $700,000 to $6 million.

Towards the end of the lengthy report, 
Moss, Levy & Hartzheim gave a summary of 
the  “economic condition, outlook and activity” 
for the City of Willits.

“The city continues to experience a slow 
economy in large part because of the sales 
tax related to the Willits Highway 101 bypass,” 
it read. “However, property assessment is 
trending upwards and building has resumed 
in the community. City staff continues to 
research other endeavors that may result in 
additional tax revenues, while maintaining a 
fiscally conservative approach as the city is 
recovering from the effects of the bypass.”

You can find a full copy of the 2017/18 fiscal 
year report at www.cityofwillits.org in the April 
10 City Council meeting agenda packet.

Brown lawsuit settled
City Attorney Jim Lance announced the 

City of Willits has officially settled a lawsuit 
with Jeanette Brown and attorney Thomas 
Frankovitch over Americans with Disability 
Act compliance issues for $156,500. He said 

the city council had agreed to the settlement 
during a closed session at its March 27 
meeting.

 In addition to the money, there were several 
ADA-related stipulations in the lawsuit the city 
is required to adhere to, although Lance said 
the necessary changes had already been 
made.

“There is a list of things the city agreed to do 
to enhance access to disabled persons,” he 
said. “I believe all of those things have already 
been accomplished. The most significant one 
was the new gender-neutral restroom that we 
have, which was in the planning stages before 
this litigation began.”

Other stipulations included altering the 
doors at city hall, maintaining a low height for 
the service counter there, and training police 
to expand enforcement of disabled parking 
space violations.

Lance noted the Redwood Empire 
Municipal Insurance Fund would be paying 
the settlement money and all legal fees. 
REMIF is a governmental entity which handles 
insurance and risk management needs for its 
15 member cities. 

While the lawsuit was directed at the City 
of Willits in general, it also specifically named 
former city manager Adrienne Moore and 
former building code official John Sherman as 
defendants.

Brown, who is 80 and uses a wheelchair, 
and Frankovitch initiated a flurry of lawsuits 
aimed at a couple dozen businesses in the 
Willits and Ukiah areas starting in late 2016, 
including Ace Copy & Shipping in Willits. This 
caused a scramble for businesses in the area 
to make expensive changes to come into 
compliance or possibly face litigation. 

Brown and Frankovitch began legal 
action against the City of Willits in 2017. 
Brown’s claims in the lawsuit against the city 
included violations of disability access laws, 
“retaliation,” and “failure to provide records 
upon request.”

Though the city agreed to settle the suit, the 
settlement agreement states the City of Willits 
still “denies all of [Brown’s] allegations.”

“The city asserts that it has provided 
program access and physical access to 
persons with disabilities within the subject 
matter areas of this lawsuit at all relevant city 
properties on a continuing basis at all relevant 
times,” it reads. 

“The city denies each and every allegation 
advanced by [Brown] and, by entering into this 
settlement agreement, does not admit liability 
to any of the allegations made by [Brown] 
in the complaint filed in this action. This 
settlement agreement is not to be construed 
as an admission of liability by the city, Moore, 
or Sherman relating to any allegation in 
[Brown’s] complaint.”

Dispensaries update
City Planner Dusty Duley updated the 

council on the application process for cannabis 
dispensaries in Willits, which officially opened 
on April 16 and will end May 21.

“We had an informational session with 
prospective applicants to give an overview of 
the application process and selection criteria,” 
said Duley. “We had approximately 15 folks 
who attended. My best guess is we can 
anticipate we’ll get somewhere between three 
and six applications for dispensaries.”

As outlined in the city cannabis ordinance, 
only three dispensaries will be allowed in 
the Willits city limits. If there are more than 
three applications, there will be a competitive 
process to select three applicants to move 
forward and potentially receive permits.

The committee selecting the three applicants 
will include Duley, the chief of police (currently 
Scott Warnock), the city code enforcement 
official (currently Christopher Morgan), and 
two “at-large” positions to be appointed by the 
city council. 

Duley assured the council there would be 
a limited timeline for the three successful 
applicants to obtain a permit and use it.

“What we didn’t want to have happen is 
someone get selected and then essentially 
hold that permit hostage and not do anything 
with it when we had someone else that could,” 
he said. “So, if you are selected as one of 
the three folks to move forward with the full 
application, you have 45 days to get that 
application in to us from when we announce 
it. If you don’t then we’ll probably go to the 
fourth-place finisher, should they qualify.

“You’ll also have a limited time once you’re 
issued a permit to make use of it, just like any 
other permit.… you have to make use of that 
permit for it to remain valid.”

Some of the criteria to be used by the 
committee to judge cannabis dispensary 
applications, should there be a competitive 
selection process, include a facility’s 
“operational plan,” “security plan,” 
“neighborhood compatibility plan,” and 
“business plan.”

You can find the full cannabis dispensary 
application packet and other information at 
www.cityofwillits.org/240/Medical-Cannabis-
Activity-Program.

The rest of
Finances From Page 1 The rest of

Odds From Page 1

Resource Conservation District, and 
let the RCD hire a person to serve 
as program manager. However, key 
players within the Climate Action Start-
Up Group urged board members not to 
hire the RCD as staff, and instead urged 
supervisors to entrust the county’s 
climate action program to a volunteer, or 
volunteers, yet to be named.

Supervisors voted 4-1 to continue 
discussions among key players and 
to “further refine the draft scope of 
services.” The board also agreed to 
form an ad hoc committee consisting 
of supervisors John McCowen and 
Ted Williams, and directed the ad hoc 
committee to represent the board in 
those discussions. 

Supervisor John Haschak cast the 
lone dissenting vote on the issue. 

The reasons given by local climate 
activists as to why they don’t want to 
work with an employee hired by the 
RCD as the group’s staff person were 
varied. One reason was logistical: 
the climate activists have stated they 
wish to influence legislation both at 
the county level and state levels, and 
MCRCD bylaws prohibit the agency 
from engaging in political work.

A second reason has more to do with 
political science. Apparently, all the key 
players in the Climate Action Start-Up 
Group feel they want direct access to 
the board of supervisors, and regard 
having to work with an RCD employee 
as a cushion, or firewall, designed to 
deny the climate committee that access. 

Ellen Drell, one of the founding 
members of the Climate Action 
Committee Start-Up Group, explained 
her unhappiness with board plans to 
hire the RCD as project support this 
way: “I think simple is best, and the 
fact that so many people have come 
forward, wanting to volunteer, is a 
tremendous wave of energy that we 
need to capitalize on.

“I think it is somewhat corrosive to ask 
volunteers to do public outreach, to do 
research, to work on these problems, 
and at the same time to pay a program 
manager [and here Drell read from the 
scope of work for the program manager 
drafted by Supervisor McCowen] to 
‘develop the program, do grant writing, 
to do public outreach.’ 

“It’s corrosive,” Drell continued. “If 
volunteers are here and are willing to do 
it, embrace it, trust it, respect it. But don’t 
line them side by side with someone 
who is going to be paid to do the same 
thing. I think that would sap some of 
the volunteer energy that is bubbling up 
right now.” 

Willits-based expert on sustainable 
forestry Walter Smith told supervisors 
much the same thing. “Please don’t 
discount the expertise that’s gonna be 
on this committee,” Smith said. “It’s 
not like, if we don’t have the RCD or if 
we don’t have the NCO [North Coast 
Opportunities] or whatever, we’re gonna 
be lost. I’ve worked in sustainable 
forestry and in sustainable agriculture 
for 20 years. We have other people 
who are the same way. I’ve already 
talked to every single large landowner 
in this county, and they’re willing to help 
us. Right there is a whole handful of 
expertise. So please don’t discount the 
fact that this committee is going to come 
with its own expertise.” 

Mendocino Environmental Center 
Executive Director Alicia Bales told the 
board that, given the proposed staff 
structure of the program, she would 
have a hard time working on the project.

Bales held up a schematic chart that 
described the way functionality would 
flow for the organization. The chart had 
lots of boxes and connecting lines that 
portrayed political power running from 
the board of supervisors down to a staff 
person, down to the Climate Action 
Advisory Committee, which would be 
appointed by the board of supervisors, 
down to an array of focus groups. 

“When I look at this chart – that 
was the result of our meetings and 
negotiations – when I look at this, I get 
very disempowered,” Bales said. “I feel 
like it’s so complicated and confusing 
that I really don’t feel myself being a part 
of it, even though I was part of the group 

that gave birth to the idea of having a 
citizen’s action advisory council.

“I don’t know how to navigate my way 
through this, but I do know to navigate 
through group decision-making and 
community organizing. This doesn’t fit 
with my vision of that,” Bales said. 

Supervisor Williams asked MCRCD 
Executive Director Megan McClure 
about the extent of the group’s potential 
involvement in politics. 

“The largest avoidable impact on 
our carbon footprint is wildland fires,” 
Williams said. “And I think there is an 
intersection where forest activists and 
the timber industry realize that the Forest 
Practice rules are not ideal for dealing 
with fuel arrangement and fuel loading 
in our forests. They came about from 
over 100 years of practices that were not 
well-envisioned. And I wonder, is that 
sort of work – of going to Sacramento 
and trying to work on Forest Practice 
rules to mitigate a carbon impact – is 
that within the scope of what RCD could 
do, or is that over the line of advocacy?” 

“As a science-based organization, we 
could collect all kinds of statistics and 
data that support a particular advocacy 
group, but we ourselves would not 
go to Sacramento and advocate for a 
particular policy,” McClure said. 

“Would a staff person that works for 
you, that reports to you, be able to go to 
Sacramento on our behalf and carry out 
that work?” Williams queried. 

McClure’s response was a clear, 
concise: “No.”

In late afternoon, in the face of a united 
front presented by members of the start-
up group, board support for continuing 
to craft a citizen-driven climate program 
began to waver. Supervisor Carre Brown 
said she was “turned off” by some of 
the things that were said, particularly 
by a statement from Willits resident 
David Drell that supervisors were guilty 
of using “machinations” to insulate 
themselves from citizen power. Brown 
said she felt like walking away from the 
whole thing, but later changed her mind. 

Haschak said he wanted to give the 
committee time to establish itself as it 
wished. He referred to the work done 
in the morning session of the board 
meeting, when the board of supervisors 
voted 5-0 to approve a “Proposal 
for a Citizen-Driven Structure for the 
Mendocino County Climate Action 
Advisory Committee.” 

That statement laid out the goals of 
the committee and many of the structural 
questions, including the provision that 
each supervisor would appoint three 
persons to the 15-member committee.

The one area that was not resolved in 
the statement was the staffing question.

“We did the first part of this,” Haschak 
said. “We’re going to figure out the 
composition of [the committee]. We’re 
going to get that back in early May, and 
then we’ll be able to nominate people. 
And when we get that group of 15 
together, then maybe we should have 
them convene and figure out what they 
think is the best way to move forward. 
That’s what I’m thinking of right now. 

“This would be beautiful to have 
grants and everything, and I think the 
RCD does great work in getting grants. 
But I don’t see the county in a position 
of spending $110,000 or having a staff 
person full-time on this, at this point.”

McCowen insisted hiring the RCD to 
work as staff on the program was a good 
idea, and one that had the best chance 
of moving the work forward quickly, and 
at the least cost to the county. Williams 
suggested there might be a way of 
proceeding using a “two-track” structure, 
which would presumably find a middle 
ground between exclusively using the 
RCD, and exclusively using a volunteer 
or volunteers. 

McCowen moved to create an ad 
hoc committee, including himself and 
Williams, who would work with county 
staff and members of the start-up group 
to “further refine the scope of work” 
associated with the job description of 
the program manager. 

His motion was approved 4-1, with 
Haschak voting no. 

Willits Weekly – the locally owned 
newspaper!

Connect online:  
willitsweekly@gmail.com
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Thursday, April 18
Last Chance for “Art Under 20”: Annual 
exhibition of art from high school students with 
added separate alumni exhibition. Through April 
20. Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial 
Street, Wednesday through Sunday, 11 am to 5 pm.
World War I Documentary Screening: Mendocino 
County Museum will host a 45-minute documentary 
screening about the conflicts and impact of World 
War I. Thursday, April 18, 2 to 3 pm. Free to the 
public. 400 East Commercial Street.
Willits Farmers Market: Market is indoors at the 
Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street, Thursday, 
April 18, 3 to 5:30 pm. Winter veggies, local meats, 
sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory and 
sweet baked goods, including handcrafted bread. 
More: gift items, dog treats, jams and jellies and 
savory preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, 
fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire 
cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, 
free herb talk, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and 
more.
“Legends!” at WCT: Opens Thursday, April 18, 
7:30 pm, with special Emandal Chorale benefit 
performance. $20 
benefit tickets 
available through 
Tamara Adams, 
459-9252. Two 
legendary actresses 
are discovering their 
way to survive in 
“Legends!,” a sure-
fire comedy at the 
Willits Community 
Theatre through May 
4. Thursdays, Friday 
and Saturdays at 7:30 
pm and one Sunday, 
April 28 at 2 pm. Willits 
Community Theatre, 
37 Van Lane. Tickets 
available at Mazahar, 
38 South Main Street; online at brownpapertickets.
com; phone 24/7 800-838-3006. 
Shanachie Pub: Tracy Hui: Thursday, April 18, 
8 pm. “30% wild animal, 30% banjo nerd, 30% 
shaman and 30% high wire dare devil.” Visit: 
https://soundcloud.com/transcendentaltracy. 50B 
South Main Street.

Friday, April 19
Easter Bake Sale: Willits Senior Center, 1501 
Baechtel Road, Friday, April 19, 8 am until gone.
Willits High School Tennis: Willits vs. Mendocino: 
4 pm. WHS Tennis Court. (Coach Tim Conrad).
Mohican Storyteller, Monte Church: featured 
speaker on Friday, April 19, at 6 pm, “speaking 
help and healing as he points us back to the 
Creator God and our Native culture.” Native foods, 
natural remedies, cultural table and more. A special 
fundraiser event at 5 pm for the 2019 CAHTO 
Bone game tournament will be held. Indian tacos 
available. Both free events at the Willits Community 
Center, 111 East Commercial Street. Info: Connie 
Criswell 707-972-7207.
Photos with the Easter Bunny: Come meet the 
Easter Bunny and his live, furry friends on Friday, 
April 19 from 5 to 7 pm at J.D. Redhouse. Digital 
photos are just $5 each will be done by Maureen 
Moore, local photographress. Half of the proceeds 
raised will go to benefit the Willits Frontier Days 
Juniors club. There’s no appointments, just stop on 
by! Kids of all ages and well-behaved animals are 
welcome! Info: 972-7047.

Saturday, April 20
Pac Out Green Team, Round 2: Volunteers for the 
Saturday, April 20 PacOut cleanup, focusing on in 
and around the creek and the south end of Margie 
Drive, will meet in the parking lot at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints on the south end 
of town at 8:45 am for sign-up. The company brings 
all the supplies. “Take part in your community and 
make it a better place, please come join us. It’s 
just one hour.” Info: http://pacoutgreenteam.org/
events/42019-pac-green-team-vs-willits-south-
round-2
Learn to Grow High Caloric Crops: Potatoes, 
Beans, Corn and Squash. Hosted by Epic Pig 
and the School of Adaptive Agriculture. “Twelve 
bi-monthly (9 am to 12 pm) sessions span the 
growing season and include both classroom and 
field work. Some of the crop yields will be available 
for participants to take home. Taste the satisfaction 
of your labor!” Begins Saturday, April 20. Green 
Uprising Farm. $90 for all six classes or $15/

session. Info and registration: 
www.schoo l -o f -adap t i ve -
agriculture.org.
Photos with the Easter 
Bunny: Come meet the Easter 
Bunny and his live, furry friends 
on Saturday, April 20 from 10 
an to 12 pm at J.D. Redhouse. 
Digital photos are just $5 
each will be done by Maureen 
Moore, local photographress. 
Half of the proceeds raised will 
go to benefit the Soroptimist 
International of Willits. There’s 
no appointments, just stop on 
by! Kids of all ages and well-
behaved animals are welcome! 
Info: 972-7047.

Model Ship Regatta: Redwood Empire Model 
Shipwrights Club again will exhibit their outstanding 
model ships at the Willits City Pool. “Enjoy 
and marvel at the extreme details these skilled 
shipwrights have placed into these beautiful 
functioning ships. The Exhibition is your opportunity 
to view, ‘test drive,’ and decide if you’d like to build 
a radio control ‘ship’ and participate in our nautical 
event, featuring some fantastic prizes.” Saturday, 
April 20, 10 am to 2 pm, Willits City Pool, 
299 North Main Street. 
Earth Day Celebration: Mariposa Market, 
500 South Main Street. Saturday, April 20, 
10 am to 4 pm. “Tasty food made fresh in 
our deli. Local product demonstrations. Kids 
activities. Live music and more!”
Easter Eggstravaganza: Hosted by Calvary 
Chapel Willits at the Willits High School 
Football Field, 11 am to 1 pm, Saturday, 
April 20. “20,000 eggs, free!” Food, games, 
jump houses, prizes and music.
Shanachie Pub: Zyon I: Saturday, April 
20, 9 pm. “A night of roots rock steady music from 
Jamaica from Zyon I and his band.” https://www.
facebook.com/Zyoni13/. 50B South Main Street.

Sunday, April 21
Happy Easter!

Easter Sunrise Service: Community Easter 
Worship Service, Recreation Grove, Commercial 
Street and Lenore Avenue, Sunday, April 21, 7 am. 
All are welcome. “A service of light, hope, and love.”

St. John Lutheran Church Easter: “We invite 
the community to our Easter Day activities. Easter 
breakfast at 9 am. Please bring a dish to share. 
At 9:45 there will be an egg hunt for the children, 
weather permitting. Worship service will begin at 
10:15 am. Join us in celebrating Christ’s 
resurrection!” Sunday, April 21. 24 Mill 
Creek Drive. Info: 459-2988.
Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt: 
The public is invited to the free 
Willits Lions Club Easter Egg 
hunt, on Easter Sunday, April 
21 at Willits High School, 
299 North Main Street, 
from noon to 1 pm. 
Dances of Universal Peace: 
“to focus on healing for ourselves, 
each other and our planet. We will 
share body prayer and songs drawn 
for the world’s spiritual traditions in honor 
of Easter and Earth Day.” Sunday, April 21, 3 
to 5 pm, The Muse, 30 East San Francisco Street.

Monday, April 22
Baba’s Bhajan Band: At Brickhouse Coffee, 3 
South Main Street, Monday, April 22, 12 to 1 pm. 
An ensemble focused on sharing the vibrations 
of bhajans (healing music) with as many people 
as possible. www.
divinelineage.org. 

Tuesday, 
April 23
Art Night: Flower 
Crafts: Tuesday, April 
23, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 
Create decorative 
pieces featuring artificial 
flowers. Free; supplies 
provided. Willits Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street. 459-5908.
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All 
2D movies that are in their second week are $5 
on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all ages, 
all showings. This week’s Tightwad Tuesday 
movies are: “Dumbo” and “Shazam.” Visit www.
noyotheatre.com or call 459-6696 for showtimes. 57 

East Commercial 
Street.
Willits High 
School Varsity 
Baseball: Willits 
vs. Clear Lake: 4 
pm. Willits High 
School ball field, 
299 North Main 
Street. (Coach 
Sean Leslie).
Willits High 
School Varsity 
S o f t b a l l : 

Willits vs. Clearlake: 4 pm. Willits High 
School ball field, 299 North Main 
Street. (Coach Magnum Forkner).

Wednesday,  
April 24
Willits High School Golf: Willits 
vs. Kelseyville: 12 pm. Brooktrails 
Golf Course. Tie Breaker and Awards. 
(Coach Scott Herman).

Thursday, April 25
Art Day: Flower Crafts: Thursday, April 25, 11 am to 
12 pm. Create decorative pieces featuring artificial 

flowers. Free; supplies provided. Willits 
Library, 390 East Commercial 

Street. 459-5908.
Willits Farmers Market: 

Market is indoors at the 
Little Lake Grange, 291 

School Street, Thursday, 
April 25, 3 to 5:30 pm. 
See Thursday, April 
18 listing for more 
details. 

Friday, April 26
Willits High School Varsity 

& JV Baseball: Willits vs. 
Kelseyville: 4 pm. Willits High 

School ball field, 299 North Main Street. 
(Coach Sean Leslie, Varsity; Coach Travis 

Dockins, JV).
Willits High School Varsity & JV Softball: Willits 
vs. Kelseyville: 4 pm. Willits High School ball field, 
299 North Main Street. (Coach Magnum Forkner, 
Varsity; Coach Ray Britton, JV).

Buddy Reed and the Rip It Ups: 
Friday, April 26, 6:30 to 8 pm, 
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main 
Street. Buddy Reed has played with 
many of the blues greats; Lighnin’ 
Hopkins, Jimmy Reed, Howling Wolf, 
T-Bone Walker, Muddy Waters, Johnny 
Otis, and more. 
Shanachie Pub: Peter Jong Chang: 
Friday, April 26, 9 pm. “All original 
fusion and instrumental rock of styles 
with elements of rock, jazz, funk, soul, 

and reggae.” www.peterjongchang.com. 50B South 
Main Street.

Saturday, April 27
Little Lake Grange Pancake Breakfast: Join your 
friends at the Little Lake Grange pancake breakfast, 
8 to 11 am, Sunday, April 28 (and every fourth 
Sunday through October). $8 buys you a plate of 
the best ‘scratch’ pancakes & local farm eggs to be 
found anywhere around. “Our tasty breakfast is a 
wonderful combination of comfort foods”: Choose 
sourdough wholegrain, Hank’s Famous Buttermilk 
Pancakes or Gluten-Free, Beeler’s Quality Bacon, 
organic local farm fresh eggs, real butter, juice, 
organic coffee or tea. $8; $7 seniors, $5 children 
under 10. Free breakfast for firefighters; one 
breakfast per official ID. Extra: sides of organic 
fruit, $2 to $3 and Amish organic maple syrup, 
$1. Little Lake Grange #670, 291 School Street (2 
blocks south of Commercial Street; 1 block west of 
Main Street)

Golf Tournament Fundraiser: Willits 
Charter School Travel Club 

in conjunction with the 
Brooktrails Golf Course 

announces a “scramble 
four mat” golf 
fundraiser for 
the Travel Club. 

Saturday, April 27, 
9:30 am tee off. 50/50 

putting contest, raffle, 
mulligans and lunch. 

Bridge Lessons: Beyond the Basics: Saturday, 
April 27, 10 am to 12 pm. For students already 
skilled in basic bridge. Willits Library, 390 East 
Commercial Street. 459-5908.
WHS Alumni Baseball: “If you’re a Willits High 
School alumni and would like come play a little 
baseball to help support the WHS baseball program, 
please come on down.” Saturday, April 27, 11 am. 
$20 donation to play. Raffle for a redwood picnic 
table, gravel, Giants tickets, a cord of firewood, and 
a summer Yeti baseball basket. Raffle tickets are 
$1 and will be sold before and at the game – ask 
one of the WHS baseball players for tickets. Willits 
High School ballfield. 299 North Main Street.
Camp NaNoWriMo: Write-in event for the aspiring 
writer. Worksheets, prompt, and light refreshments 
provided. Sign up help on the official Camo 
NaNoWriMo website is also available. https://
campnanowrimo.org. All skill levels. Ages 13 and 
up. Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street. 
Saturday, April 27, 12:30 to 2:30 pm; Tuesday, April 
30, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. Info: 459-5908.
Annual WCA Art Auction: WCA is calling for 
auction donations for their  
fundraiser: Art, goods or 
services welcome. Opening 
Bid Party on Saturday, 
April 27. “Please support 
us by donating artwork 
of any kind. Donations of 
goods and services from 
our local merchants also 
appreciated.” Donations 
can be dropped off April 
22 and 23, 10 am to 4 
pm at the Art Center, 
71 East Commercial 
Street, or call 459-1726, 
or email manager@
willitscenterforthearts.org 
to arrange for pick-up for 
larger items. The Final Bid 
Party will be on Friday, May 
17, 6 pm, with a dance 
party after the final bids are 
placed.
Shaachie Pub: Palmer Runberg: Saturday, April 
27, 6 pm. “Hailing from our very own Willits, CA, 
Palmer Anthony Runberg is now a Nashville, TN 
based singer-songwriter and musician.” www.
facebook.com/runberg.palmer. 50B South Main 
Street.
Shanachie Pub: The Rightly So: Saturday, April 27, 
9 pm. “Born in the heart of the Buffalo rust belt, The 
Rightly So brings a vibrant energy to Americana 
music.” Visit: www.therightlyso.com/#home-2-
section. 50B South Main Street.

Sunday, April 28
Get Your Bike Ready for Summer: Willits Area 
Cyclists (WAC) will be putting on a bike fix at 
Leopold Collective, 109 North Main 
Street, Sunday, April 28, 9 
am to 12 pm. “A perfect 
opportunity for people 
to bring their bikes 
to get them tuned 
up and ready 
for the nice 
weather that’s 
right around 
the corner, as 
well as hang 
out, talk 
bikes, and 
eat some 
snacks.”

Mushroom Medicine-Making: Mendocino 
County Herb Guild presents “Health and Healing 
with Plants,” the “Herb Track” with the School of 
Adaptive Agriculture. Sunday, April 28, 10 am to 3 
pm. “Come explore the world of fungal medicines 
with this mushroom medicine-making workshop. 
Get hands-on experience with tinctures, tea, and 
other fun extracting methods. Learn the different 
types of medicinal mushrooms and how they are 
used.” Instructor: Ryan LaPorte. $40. School of 
Adaptive Agriculture, 16200 North Highway 101.

Wolf Tree: Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main, 
Sunday, April 28, 11 am to 2 pm. “Wolf Tree is a 

solo musical endeavor 
originating in the wilds 
of Mendocino County 
in California. The music 
can be described as 
Alt Country, Folk, or 
Americana, and features 
guitar, mandolin, and 
harmonica.”
“Springing Out of 
Winter” Free Concert 
in the Park: The City of 
Willits presents a free 
concert in the Rec Grove, 
featuring The West Nile 
Ramblers, Sam Chase, 
OneGrass TwoGrass, 
and The Lifted Spirits. 
Sunday, April 28, 12 
pm. “Come for a day of 
Bluegrass and Garage 
Country with some pretty 
amazing, high-energy 

bands.”
Vegan Potluck – Spring Love Fest: The Long 
Valley Garden Club presents the Spring Vegan 
Potluck. Please bring a dish that contains no meat, 
dairy, eggs, gelatin, bone broth or honey. Label if 
containing gluten, nuts or soy. Sunday, April 28, 4 
to 6 pm, 375 Harwood Road, Laytonville. A labor of 
L.O.V.E. (Laytonville’s Organic Vegan Experience).

AT THE MOVIES

‘The Curse of La 
Llorona’

The Story: Horror movie involving 
missing children. 1970s Los 
Angeles. Social worker Anna 
Garcia has two children. She 

rea l izes 
that her 
little boy 
and little 

girl are being stalked by the 
supernatural La Llorona, 
a terrifying female ghost 
known in Latin American 
folklore as “the Weeping 
Woman.” Anna joins with 

a disillusioned priest Father Perez 
(from the horror flick “Annabelle”) to 
fight the evil, child stealing Thing!
My Thoughts: The flick was released 
last month at South by Southwest so 
I have not yet seen it. I have seen the 
trailer. The scenes of terrified children 
being kidnapped from a bathtub by 
a cadaverous gray-skinned señora 
in a long dress are frightening. They 
scared me in a seasick kind of way. 
So the flick looks like it will ruin your 
sleep ... which is a plus. Also on the 
plus side, “The Curse of La Llorona” 
is starring Linda Cardellini (last seen 
in “Green Book”), and Cardellini is 
amazing in everything! The critics are 
about 50-50 on the movie which is a 

better than average rating for a horror flick.
Parents: No! Absolutely not! A movie about 
a monstrous ghost-woman who kidnaps 
children? You’ve got to be kidding. Anyone 
who brings their child to see this flick should 
be locked up for child abuse.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

What’s Happening Around Town Eight to the Bar with Les Tarr: Radio active blues programming 
for tragically hip and twisted, Fridays, 9 pm to 12 am. 97.9 FM, 
KLLG.

Mendocino County Museum Exhibits: “A Collector’s Journey”: 
New Acquisitions from Dusty Whitney Collection. “Over Here: 
Americans at Home in World War I.” 400 East Commercial Street, 
Wednesday through Sunday, 10 am to 4:30 pm. Admission $4, $1 
for students 7 to 18, and free for 6 and under, or with a Mendocino 
County Library card. Info: 459-2736 or www.mendocinocounty.
org/museum.

Willits International Folk Dancing: Class meets every Thursday, 
7 to 9 pm, Willits Charter High School. New dances taught 7 to 8 
pm. $0 - $5 sliding scale. Info: megster1989@yahoo.com.

Willits Frontier Twirlers Square Dance Club. Mondays, 6:30 
upstairs gallery of the Willits Center for Arts, 71 East Commercial 
Street. $5. Come alone or bring a friend. 707-484-3385 for info.

Little John’s Place: Every Wednesday Pool Tournament 12:30 
pm, $5 buy-in. Wednesdays, 3:30 to 5 pm, “we’ll buy the pizza, 
you buy the beer.” Thursdays, Pool Tournaments starting at 
5:30 pm. 383 South Main Street. 459-5636. facebook.com/
littlejohnsplace/.

Free Herb Talks: Every Thursday, 4 pm, at the Willits Farmers 
Market at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. The 
Mendocino Herb Guild.

Roots Engine House Tours: Docent-led tour of the Engine 
House most Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 am to 4:30 pm. 
Join a Roots of Motive Power docent to view classic motorcars, a 
steam train engine, and more – up close.

Marijuana Anonymous 12 Step meeting: Every Tuesday at 6 
pm. Meeting place is the Back Alley building in Catherine Lane, 
directly behind the United Methodist Church, which is at the 
corner of School and Pine, right across from the Grange.

“Believe”: Alcohol Ink paintings by Julie Bullock, alcohol ink art. 
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 East Commercial Street. Each painting is a 
one of a kind, as she does not offer prints of any of her original 
paintings. More info: www.facebook.com/DbDesigns17, www.
instagram.com/dbdesigns17.

Brown Bag Lunch Program: Lunch served to the hungry in the 
City Park across from the Willits Police Station every Saturday 
at 1 pm. If rain: Under the overhang at City Hall, across the 
street. Served by various community-minded organizations. For 
information, call the Food Bank at 459-3333.

Boomer’s Friday Night Karaoke: 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday of every 
month, Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 Highway 101, Laytonville. 9 
pm to 1 am. No Cover. 21+ Please bring I.D. Hosted by DJ-Ken 
Steely Entertainment with KJ/DJ-Ken Steely & Anna. Come for 
dinner, stay for the fun. 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings at Howard Memorial 
Hospital: Held once a week on Mondays, 6 to 7 pm in the 
Seabiscuit Conference Room. Open to everyone and anyone 
who needs support recovering from alcoholism. Info: Cici at 456-
3591. 

Willits Farmers Market: Indoors at the Little Lake Grange, 291 
School Street, winter hours: 3 to 5:30 pm. Winter veggies, local 
meats, sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory and sweet 
baked goods, including handcrafted bread. More: gift items, 
dog treats, jams and jellies and savory preserves, olive oil and 
balsamic vinegar, fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea, 
fire cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, the new 
edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 

Emandal Chorale: The Chorale is open to all who wish to sing 
a cappella songs of peace and justice. Every Wednesday from 
5 to 6:30 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Info: 
367-1573.

Friday Potluck Bingo: Harrah Senior Center presents Potluck 
Bingo on Friday nights. Doors open at 5 pm; games begin at 5:30 
pm. Minimum bingo buy-in $5. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-
6826. 

Weekly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group: Every 
Thursday, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the Conference Room at Willits 
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-1941.

German Conversation Class: Ongoing non-denominational 
German conversation/book reading class is open to new 
members (middle to advanced German speakers). No charge, 
but donations gladly accepted. St. John Lutheran Church, 24 Mill 
Creek Drive. Mondays from 7 to 8:30 pm. Info: Doris Wier, 456-
9246.

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday at 
6:30 pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 456-
9425 or honemann@yahoo.com.

Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint Francis 
in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East Commercial Street. 
Every 2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-
4932.

Willits Library Activities: Wednesdays: 3 to 4:30 pm “Lego Day” 
(bring your imagination and start building); Wednesdays 11 to 
11:45 am “”Play Group” (Self-directed playtime, with toys, ages 
0 – 4); Wednesdays 2:30 to 3 pm “Storytime” (Books, songs, 
rhymes and movement, ages 3 to 6). Willits Library, 390 East 
Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.

Willits Seed Lending Library: Offering information on seed 
saving and gardening. Seeds of flowers, herbs, and vegetables 
are free to seed library members, and seed donations are gladly 
accepted.

Drop-In Knitting Circle: Every Saturday of the month, from 2:30 
to 4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street. “Bring your own projects or your yarn and needles; we 
have people who should be able to help solve problems and/or 
help you learn to knit or crochet. Sign-ups are not necessary – 
everyone is welcome to drop in.” Info: Lotus Baker at 456-9037, 
or lotusb3@earthlink.net.

Soroptimist International of Willits: Women’s service club 
aimed at the betterment of girls and women. Meets the second 
Tuesday at 4 pm and the third Tuesday at noon each month at 
St John’s Lutheran Church Hall, 24 Mill Creek Drive. Women 
interested in community service are welcome; new members are 
encouraged to join at any time.

Weekly Life Changes Discussion and Support Group: 
Wednesdays from 10 to 11:30 am. In the Conference Room at 
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.

Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from Smoking” 
class sponsored by Adventist Health Howard Memorial. Every 
Wednesday at AHHM’s Roots Restaurant, 1 Marcela Drive, 6 to 
7 pm. Register today: 540-4208. Walk-ins are always welcome.

Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body Works 
Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 3 to 5 pm. Karate: Thursday, Little Dragons-
ages 3 to 6, 5:15 to 6 pm. Youth Karate-ages 6 to 11, 6 to 
7 pm; Tweens to Adults-ages 11 and up, 7 to 8:30 pm. All 
SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or Mike Tobin: 
354-0565.

Shanachie Pub: Tuesdays, 7 pm: “Wabi Sabi” with host Mitchell 
Holman, formerly of It’s A Beautiful Day (“Whitebird”) features 
different artists every week. Singer-songwriter Aaron Ford every 
first Thursday at 7:30 pm. No cover. Jazz Night every second 
and fourth Thursday. 8 pm. “Local musicians … take jazz 
standards and infuse them with funk, hip hop, world, and free 
form jamming. The outcome is unexplainable.” Open Mic Night 
every Wednesday. Sign up for the lottery for 20 minute time slots 
from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to 7:30 pm. Music starts at 8 
pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians and performers from 
around the world, often turning into an evening full of unexpected 
surprises.” Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm 
at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh 
fruits and vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs, 
handcrafted clothing, live music and much more.

Ongoing Events

Save the Date:
Brooktrails Firefighters  

Spaghetti Dinner, May 11
4th annual Drip Fest, May 18 at 

Dripworks
Hometown Celebration, June 21.  

For booth info: ashtan@jdredhouse.com
The Great Race, June 25, Rec Grove. 

Volunteer info: 459-7910
Willits Frontier Days presents Ned 

Ledoux, September 21  
at the Rodeo Grounds

Senior Center 
Lunch

Week of April 22 through April 26
Monday: Ham & Cheese Hoagie
Tuesday: Biscuits with Country 
Gravy
Wednesday: BBQ Beef Sandwich
Thursday: Teriyaki Chicken Stir Fry
Friday: Birthday Turkey Dinner

Harrah Senior Center serves lunch 
five days per week from 11:45 am to 
1 pm. $6.50 for those 55 and older; 
$8 for those under 55. Includes soup, 
salad, entrée, vegetable, dessert, 
and drink. Salad Bar available all 
year. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-
6826.

Draw ’til you Drop
May 4 - 5

The Annual Draw ’til You Drop event from the Arts Council of Mendocino County, 
is being held this year at the Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial 
Street on Saturday, May 4, beginning at 10 am. “Each artist spends a minimum 
of 12 hours drawing, painting, collaging, doing mosaics or quilting in a room filled 
with other active artists being entertained by local musicians and writers. There 
are always a few who last over 24 hours. The county record is over 40 hours!” 
Funds are raised by those who sponsor the artists and pledge a fixed amount or 
agree to provide a certain amount per hour. Visitors are welcome throughout the 
event to see the variety of art created and are encouraged to choose an artist 
to sponsor. Participating Artists: Carolyn Bakewell, Aileen Barr, Ally Brooker, 
Caroline Clemons, Colette Crutcher, Adriana Dakin, Rebacca Daun-Widner, 
Christine Felton, Laura Fogg, Keith Hendricks, Willow Jackson, Molly Johnson 
Martinez, Ann Maglinte, Barbara Moore, Elizabeth Raybee, Ursula Schlicting, 
Esther Siegel, Susan Steindler, Divora Stern, Alyssum Weir, Jane Willson. 
Partial list of entertainers: Emandal Chorale, Raging Grannies, Trillium, Michael 
Charnes, Spencer Brewer, Fran Gardner, poetry by Kirk Lumpkin. Information 

and to sponsor an artist: 707-743-1437, eray@
eRaybeMosaics.com. Proceeds support the 
Arts Council and the Willits Center for the Arts.

Sober Grad Tri-Tip Dinner
May 3

Drive-Through Tri-Tip Dinner for 4. Friday May 3; pick up is 
between 4 and 6 pm. Please note: the pick-up place is now at the 
Willits High School Ag Farm, entrance just north of the railroad 
tracks that cross Main Street before you get to the school. Look 
for the highway sign that says “Tri-tip Dinner” with an arrow 
pointing east. Dinner includes a full tri-tip marinated overnight in 
Cathy Goss’ special marinade, grilled to perfection by Jenn Drew 
and her BBQ crew; 4 baked potatoes donated by Cattlemens 
Restaurant, with sour cream; salad for 4 with dressing from 
Trillium Delights, 4 of Tam Adams’ yummy rolls along with 4 butter 
pats, 4 cookies baked by Kay Moen and a rose from Flowers by 
Annette. Tickets are pre-sale only! for $50 each, available at Cat’s 
Meow or from Karen in the WHS office, or from a WHS senior. 
Proceeds support the annual Sober Grad Party.

Spring Break Special Activity Days
April 23-26

Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street, 459-5908.
Craft Buffet: Tuesday, April 23, 12 to 3 pm, Friday, April 26, 2 

to 4 pm. “Our meeting room will be available for an all -you-can-
make crafting event. We provide the supplies, you supply the 
creativity.” Ages 5 and up. 

Game Day: Wednesday, April 24, 12 to 3 pm. Come down to 
enjoy a variety of board games with your friends and family. Ages 
5 and up 

Scavenger Hunt: Thursday, April 25, 12 to 3 pm. “We will hide 
images around the library. Each image will have part of a quote 
on it. Hunters will need to find the images, and assemble to win 
a prize.” Ages 5 and up. 

Easter and Holy Week Services at 
Redwoods Episcopal Church

April 18-21 
All are welcome at Holy Week and Easter services at 

St. Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal 
Church, at the corner of Commercial 
and Main streets in Willits. Thursday, 
April 18, 6 to 7 pm - Maundy Thursday 
- Commemorates the Last Supper. 
Friday, April 19, 12 to 1 pm - Good Friday 
prayers, Holy Communion, and a reading 
of the Passion of Christ. Open until 2 pm 
for private prayer. Saturday, April 20, 10 to 
10:30 am - Holy Saturday Prayer service. 
Saturday, April 20, 6 to 7:30 pm - The 
Easter Vigil - An ancient midnight service, 
held in Willits earlier so all may attend. A 
joyous first acclamation of Easter. Holy 
Communion included. Sunday, April 21, 
10 am - Easter Day, followed by a potluck 
Easter Feast, and Easter Egg Hunt for the 
children.

Healing a 
Broken Heart – 
Grief and Loss

April 24
Mendocino College, 372 

East Commercial Street, 
hosts a free grief education 
and awareness training, 
Wednesday, April 24, 1:30 to 
3:30 pm. Learn about experiencing and 
dealing with grief and loss, recovering 
from loss, addressing grief while living 
life, and healing, coping and living with 
grief. Parents, resource parents, family 
members, educators, caregivers, 
social workers, child care providers 
and para-professionals should 
attend. To register or for information: 
Maresa Kendrik, Foster Kinship Care 
Education Program, 707+468-3168 or 
mkendrick@mendocino.edu.

Baba’s Bhajan Band.
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Care for acute and chronic conditions can wear on both the patient and caregiver. 
That’s why we are glad to welcome Ronald Batin, MD, FCCP, to the team.

As Dr. Batin states, “Often I see people at their most vulnerable, and I’m honored to 
provide them the latest pulmonary treatment advances to provide comfort and relief  
at a critical time.” 

With two decades of expertise in his field, Dr. Batin will be by your side when you need it 
most. He specializes in comprehensive care for pulmonary concerns, including treatment 
for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), asthma, pulmonary hypertension and 
interstitial lung disease. And as a critical care specialist, Dr. Batin provides expertise in the 
care of critically ill patients in an intensive care setting, which will be his primary focus.

A graduate of Loma Linda University Medical School, Dr. Batin completed his residency in 
internal medicine at Loma Linda University Medical Center. He completed a special three-
year fellowship in pulmonary, critical care and sleep medicine at Jerry L. Pettis Memorial VA 
Medical Center and Loma Linda University Medical Center, both in Loma Linda, CA.

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Batin to Mendocino County.

P U L M O N O L O G I S T / C R I T I C A L  C A R E  S P E C I A L I S T

Welcome
Ronald Batin, 

MD, FCCP

232 Hospital Dr., Ste. A 
Ukiah, CA 95482

NOW WELCOMING  
NEW PATIENTS

AHUkiah.org/rbatin
(707) 467-3189 

PULMONOLOGIST/ 
CRITICAL CARE SPECIALIST

The rest of
Road tax

From Page 1

The rest of
Museum From Page 8

county would generate about $2.7 
million a year in funds, which would 
be used to fund preventative and 
corrective maintenance on county 
roads. 

Dashiell reminded supervisors the 
county’s Pavement Condition Index 
currently stands at 46. Over the past 18 
years the Pavement Condition Index 
of the county’s roads has fluctuated 
between a low of 40 and a high of 50. 

According to standards used by 
the State of California, a Pavement 
Condition Index of between 0 and 25 
means roads are in very poor or failed 
condition; between 26 and 50 means 
they are in poor condition; between 
51 and 75 means they are in good 
condition but are at risk of declining to 
a poor condition; and between 76 and 
100 they are in very good to excellent 
condition. 

In 2001, the PCI of the county’s 
roads was 43; in 2004 it was 50; in 
2006 it was 47; in 2008 it was 48; in 
2010 it was 44; in 2013 it had fallen 
to a low of 40; and in 2017 it was 
estimated to be 46.

Dashiell reminded supervisors that 
in current dollars it would take about 
$600 million to bring the county’s 600 
miles of paved roads to an average 
PCI of 80. 

He also reminded the board that, 
due to legislative passage of Senate 
Bill 1 in 2017, his department will be 
receiving between $3.5 million and $7 
million a year for the next 20 years.

In round numbers, Dashiell said, 
about $100 million would come into the 
county’s Department of Transportation 
over the next 20 years, and that 
money would be used for corrective 
maintenance of the county’s poorest 
roads. Corrective maintenance is 
the most thoroughgoing type of 
maintenance, often amounting to 
reconstruction. 

Mendocino Council of Governments 
Executive Director Nephele Barrett 
told supervisors that, in 2016, a poll of 
voters in the unincorporated part of the 
county was conducted gauging voter 
support for a potential half-cent sales 
tax to benefit the county’s roads. Barret 
said at that time pollsters found that 
61 percent of those polled said they 
would either definitely, or probably, 
support such a measure. Another 4 to 
5 percent said they were undecided. 

A vote on a sales tax that would 
exclusively benefit roads would 
be a special tax and would need a 
two-thirds majority in order to pass. 
Dashiell said probably the best time 
to put such a measure on the ballot 
would be in November 2020, during 
the presidential election. In that case, 
the latest that ballot measure could 
be submitted to the county’s elections 
office for inclusion in that election 
would be roughly in August 2020. 

In discussions relative to the tax, 
Brooktrails board of directors member 
Tony Orth said he believed the half-
cent tax would be better spent on 
defense against wildland fires. He 
was joined by Haschak, who said he 
would be reluctant to support a tax to 
support roads when so much needed 
to be done to support fire prevention 
and emergency medical services in 
the county.

Supervisor John McCowen 
reminded the board that Measure A, 
the 1/8 cent sales tax in support of 
the county’s library system, would 
be eligible for reauthorization by the 
voters in 2022. McCowen noted all 
these different needs would have to be 
considered.

Fifth District Supervisor Ted Williams 
moved that discussion of the half-cent 
sales tax to benefit roads be given to 
the General Government Standing 
Committee of the board of supervisors.

Haschak offered an amendment 
to the motion, to the effect that the 
General Government Standing 
Committee be additionally charged 
with considering the road tax in 
conjunction with other pressing needs 
of the county, including the needs of 
fire prevention and preparation for fire 
defense, emergency medical services, 
the needs of the county’s libraries and 
other needs that might become evident 
to the committee.

Williams rejected Haschak’s 
amendment, arguing that doing as 
Haschak suggested was implicit in the 
original charge.

Williams’ motion was approved 
unanimously. 

Brooktrails 
man arrested 
for attacking 

girlfriend
A Brooktrails man, already 

on county probation, was 
arrested April 12 after 
he allegedly choked his 
girlfriend into almost 
unconsciousness during a 
domestic dispute.

Deputies responded 
to a home in the 2200 
block of Oriole Lane at 
about 2 am after one of 
the 26-year-old woman’s 
children called a relative 
to report “a disturbance” at 
the residence, according 
to sheriff’s Sgt. Joseph De 
Marco.

The woman met deputies 
at the door, DeMarco 
said, who observed “cuts, 
abrasions, bruising on the 
neck and dried blood on the 
female’s face.”

The interior of the 
residence also was in 
disarray, deputies observed; 
a chair was lying on its side 
in the living room, a table had 
been knocked over and other 
items turned over throughout 
the home’s interior.

The woman had “been 
involved in a romantic dating 
relationship with 29-year-old 
Loren Preston Powers, Jr. 
“for several years,” DeMarco 
said, and the couple have 
one child together.

According to sheriff’s 
reports, a drunken 
Powers arrived home at 
approximately 1:30 am; 
the woman “was upset 
that Powers came home 
intoxicated.”

An exchange of words 
reportedly resulted in 
Powers becoming angry, 
and he began pushing the 
woman and throwing items 
around the home, knocking 
over a kitchen table and 
pushing food items onto the 
floor.

When the woman begged 
Powers to stop for fear he 
would wake the children, 
Powers allegedly grabbed 
her by the hair, pulling 
her head backwards and 
causing her to hit her head 
on the wall, DeMarco said.

When she tried to flee the 
residence, Powers “pushed 
her down causing her to fall 
on her back,” then sat on top 
of her, placed both his hands 
around her neck and began 
choking her, he said.

In self-defense, the 
woman scratched Powers’ 
face, but “he continued to 
choke her to the point she 
almost lost consciousness,” 
DeMarco said.

She was able to get up off 
the ground and asked one 
of her children to call 911. 
The child called a relative 
instead, who then called the 
Sheriff’s Office.

The female was able to 
get away and went back 
inside the home, but Powers 
allegedly followed her, 
grabbed her by the neck and 
began choking her again, 
DeMarco said. Then he 
suddenly released her and 
left the room.

The woman declined 
medical treatment at the 
scene, DeMarco added. An 
emergency restraining order 
was granted by a Mendocino 
County Superior Court 
judge.

Deputies located Powers 
sleeping in the master 
bedroom. He was arrested 
on suspicion of felony 
domestic violence battery, 
false imprisonment, making 
criminal threats, and violating 
probation.

Powers was booked into 
county jail. Bail was set at 
$30,000.
This report was based on 
a press release from the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office.

On April 6, 1917, America entered World 
War I, with the formal declaration of war 
against Germany. 

On April 6 this 
year, here in Willits, 
the Mendocino 
County Museum 

opened a traveling exhibit from the National 
Archives, “Over Here: Americans at Home 
in World War I.”

On display are photos, posters and 
other items with interesting and informative 
labels, “designed to capture the patriotic 
fervor of draft registration, the emotional 
good-byes of men leaving for training 
camps, the ‘hoopla’ of Liberty Loan drives, 
the craze for volunteerism, and the violence 
of vigilantism.”

The Mendocino County Museum has 
added some local touches. A glass display 
case shows the WWI Army uniform of 
Dr. Raymond Babcock, the Willits doctor 
among the small group who founded Frank 
R. Howard  Hospital. Dr. Babcock served 
as a surgeon in France during World War I. 

Dr. Babcock’s uniform is part of Willits 
resident Dusty Whitney’s collection, which 
was donated to the museum in 2018. 
Another larger glass case showcases 
“New Acquisitions from Dusty Whitney,” 

a preview of a larger exhibit from the 
collection planned for this summer.

Another local item is a handsome photo 
and some letters home from Mendocino 
County Supervisor Carre Brown’s great-
uncle Leroy Newton Barnett, master 
engineer, junior grade, who served in 
Belgium and France from 1917 through 
1919.

Barnett was surveying the Hetch Hetchy 
Valley with a team of engineers, according 
to the text posted with the letters, and the 
Native Americans who brought supplies 
by mules to their camp informed them war 
had been declared, and the entire team 
immediately went to Bishop, California and 
enlisted.

Barnett’s mementos are posted on the 
“WWI Veterans Honor Wall,” where locals 
are invited to pin up their own local history: 
WWI veterans’ names and hometowns, 
copies of photos or letters, or an interesting 
story about their family during WWI. 

The opening featured live music, a 
number of top 10 songs from the WWI 
era, performed by Linda Pack (singer 
and historical raconteur) and pianist Jack 

Leung on the keyboards.  
The audience laughed and sang along when 

they could to songs like “How You’re Going to 
Keep Them Down on the Farm, after They’ve Seen 
Paree,” “Over There” (“the Yanks are coming, the 
Yanks are coming!),” and “K-K-K-Katy.” One of the 
songs, “I Didn’t Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier,” Pack 
introduced as a song that “some hoped would help 
to end war for all times.”

The text with the exhibit says “Over Here” has 
three main themes: “Mobilizing the Nation,” “Stirring 
Patriotic Passion,” and “Policing Enemies at Home.” 

The posters are colorful historical items, familiar 
in their stirring of patriotic passions, like most of the 
songs. Some of the photos show familiar scenes 
of women stepping in to do what had been men’s 
jobs before “the boys” went overseas. But others 
are less familiar to a casual observer, like photos 
of suffragettes protesting for the vote, and an anti-

war demonstration by the Industrial Workers of the 
World, better known as “Wobblies.”

Several special events offered free to the public 
are set to accompany this exhibit, which will run 
through May 26. A World War I documentary will 
be screened April 18 and May 16 from 2 to 3 pm; a 
“Victory Garden” workshop is set for May 11, from 
11 am to 12:30 pm; and a Remembrance Craft 
workshop on making “Red Poppy Lapel Pins” is 
planned for May 25 from 1 to 3 pm. 

Mendocino County Museum is located at 400 East 
Commercial Street in Willits. The museum is open 
Wednesdays through Sundays (closed on Easter 
Sunday and Mother’s Day), from 10 am to 4:30 pm. 
Admission is $4 for adults, $1 for students 7-18, and 
free for children 6 and under. Admission is also free 
for all Mendocino County Library card holders. 

For more information visit www.mendocinocounty.
org/museum or call 459-2736. 

‘Over Here’
World War I exhibit from the National Archives 

now open at Willits museum

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Museum Over on Page 9

Above, from left: “New Acquisitions from Dusty Whitney” is a new exhibit at the Willits museum, a preview of a larger exhibit planned for this summer. Supervisor Carre Brown stands next to a photo and 
letters written home from World War I by her great-uncle Leroy Newton Barnett. This glass display case shows the WWI uniform of Dr. Raymond Babcock, also part of Whitney’s collection. Dr. Babcock, one 
of the founders of Howard Hospital, served as a surgeon in France during the war. 

Above: Linda Pack, historical singer and raconteur, with her accompanist Jack Leung, sings famous 
World War I songs to the delight of the crowd. Below: The crowd at the opening of “Over Here,” the 
World War I exhibit at the Willits museum, applauds the musical entertainment by Linda Pack and 
Jack Leung. 

At top: “Shipbuilders at the 
Gray`s Harbor Yards of the 
Grant-Smith-Porter Co., in 
Aberdeen, Washington,” a photo 
from the records of the United 
States Shipping Board.
Above: A photo from 1918 
of African-American women 
working to manufacture spiral 
puttees at the Alexander 
Propper & Company plant in 
New York.
At left: “Registration Day for 
Men of Draft Age,” a photo from 
New York City in 1917 of men 
proudly displaying their draft 
registration cards.

Photos courtesy of the National 
Archives

Below: “Join the ranks and 
spud the Kaiser,” was one motto 
in this historical photo of a 
patriotic display in a drug store 
window in Iowa in July 1918.

Photo by Jennifer Poole

Photo bys Jennifer Poole
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We’ll Turn that Frown
Upside Down

When your child 
is sick our team 
is here to help.
Call for an 
appointment today!

 (707) 456-9600
45 Hazel St., Willits

littlelakehealthcenter.org 
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.

WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, 
MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP 
AND OTHER INSURANCE.

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

707-459-2426 (H) 707-354-0520 (C)
This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Movie Times for 4/19 thru 4/25                                 Tightwad Tuesday Titles for Apr. 23rd are in RED - All tickets: $5

THE CURSE OF
LA LLORONA

AVENGERS:
ENDGAME

(PG) 3 hrs 2 mins
Previews

Thurs., April 25th
(2D) at 6:00 & 8:10pm

Advanced tickets 
on Sale at the Box 

Offi  ce Now!

SHAZAM!
(PG13)

2 hrs 12 mins
Fri:

5:20 & 8:10pm
Sat:

2:30, 5:20 & 8:10pm
Sun-Wed:

1:30, 4:20 & 7:10pm
Thurs:

1:30 & 4:20pm

DUMBO (2019)
(PG) 1 hr 52 mins

Fri:
4:30 & 7:00pm

Sat:
2:00, 4:30 & 7:00pm

Sun-Wed:
1:00, 3:30 & 6:00pm

Thurs:
1:00 & 3:30pm

Happy Spring!

Happy Spring!

(R) 1 hr 33 mins
Fri:

4:30, 6:45 & 9:00pm
Sat:

2:15, 4:30, 6:45
& 9:00pm

Sun-Thurs:
1:15, 3:30, 5:45

& 8:00pm

first time he met Dylan in 
1961 when he went to visit 
Woody Guthrie after touring 
Europe, and “this kid” was 
there who had hitchhiked in 
from Minnesota.

“He said he had all my 
records,” said Elliott. “Well 
I’d only made about five 
records at that time, but 
he said he had every one 
of them, telling me all the 
songs he liked. And we got 
to be pretty good friends 
there for a little while.”

He closed the show with 
an encore of “Don’t Think 
Twice, It’s Alright” as the 

crowd sang along and 
cheered, thankful to hear 
one more song from the 
legend before he hit the 
road.

Elliott took pictures and 
chatted with many from the 
audience after the show, 
talking about how much he 
enjoyed playing in the Pub. 

“I’ve got to say, sure has 
been a pleasure coming up 
here,” he said near the end 
of his set. “And I hope I can 
come back and see you 
again sometime soon.”

So do we Ramblin’ Jack, 
so do we.

The rest of
Ramblin’ From Page 5

The rest of
BACA From Page 3

The rest of
CalFire From Page 1

The rest of
Autism From Page 10

The rest of
Koff From Page 1

The rest of
Theft From Page 1

Children played with clouds of bubbles 
of all sizes and shapes that filled the air 
at Blosser Lane Elementary School’s 
field on Friday. It was the “Bubbles for 
Autism” event, the brain child of Amanda 

Franco, the Special 
Education teacher 
for the school. 
Franco has students 

with a variety of special needs including 
those with ASD, autism spectrum disorder.

The month of April has been selected as 
Autism Awareness Month, world-wide, and 
Franco chose Friday, April 12 for “Bubbles 
for Autism.”

“I want to get the word out about autism,” 
Franco said. “The number of children 
affected, mostly boys, is growing. Right 
now it’s one in every 59 students, and 
just last week I thought it was one in 63!” 
Franco said.

Statistics show that in Mendocino County 
there are 173 students affected by ASD in 
the county’s school system. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control, “ASD is 
a developmental disability that can cause 
significant social, communication and 
behavioral challenges.”

Franco has a class of nine students with 
special needs and supports three more who 
are mainstreamed in general education 
classes. Autism is one of the needs served 
in her daily class of nine students. 

“Who doesn’t like bubbles?” she said 
about the event that would ultimately 
bring all students together regardless of 
age, ethnicity, gender or abilities. A select 
group of general education students were 

invited to participate with the special needs 
students. There were adult educators, 
including Special Education Director Kelley 
Labus and her assistant, Rose Mann, who 
interacted with students.

There were paraprofessionals working 
with some of the special needs students. 
Everyone was making bubbles by waving 
or blowing through bubble wands and 
running, jumping or chasing the bubbles. 
Some enjoyed sitting and working the 
bubble machine that flooded the field with 
shiny bubbles to the delight of all.

One boy with autism made eye contact 
and touched the photographer’s shoulder. 
He told her to take his picture as he ran and 
jumped to “eat bubbles.” All the activity was 
too much for another child with autism. In 
the beginning he sat on the edge of the busy 
group, looking away. “It’s too overwhelming 
for him,” explained Franco. After a bit he 
joined in a quieter area with fewer people.

When asked what he thought about the 
bubbles, another boy with ASD was able to 
articulate, “I think that whenever a bubble 
gets out into the world, everything that’s 
inside it is just full of joy and friendship!”

These examples show the great range of 
behaviors in the autism spectrum. Franco 
confirmed these observations: “Some 
children with autism can communicate and 
speak, and some can’t. Some are very 
social and can look you in the eye and read 
how you’re feeling by your expression. 
Some of them do not get social cues at 

Bubbles for 
Autism

Blosser Lane Elementary hosts fun awareness 
event for special needs and general ed students

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Autism Over on Page 11

all. There’s a saying, ‘If you’ve met one child with autism, 
you’ve met one child with autism.’” 

Earlier in the week, the staff at Blosser Lane had a 
teacher’s meeting with Michela Figini-Meyers, program 
coordinator/behavior specialist with SELPA (Special 
Education Local Planning Area) about autism. Figini-
Meyers is a behavior analyst and emphasized the need for 
parents, interested community members, and educators to 
get to know the autism “A.L.A.R.M.” guidelines established 
for pediatricians’ well-child preventative care screening 
programs. It’s a way to identify any disorders that are 
crucial to the well-being of a child and her or his family. 
Early intervention will help the child and family get the 
support needed from caring professionals to begin coping 
with their child’s unique personality and learn life skills 
that promote independence. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control’s website, “Decreasing the age of [ASD] 
identification allows evidence-based interventions to 
begin as early as possible.” Evidence-based interventions 
means assessing the child with autism, determining their 
unique form of the disorder, and developing plans for the 
parents and child to begin learning how to live with their 
form of ASD.

What Franco loves about her job is also the most 
challenging. She develops the plans for each of her 
students. “It’s the coolest job! It’s so exciting. I truly am 
making a plan for academics and social skills that are 
different for each student: tailor -made because they are 
so wildly different.”

Franco also loves spreading the awareness about 
disabilities; “I spoke at the Positive Behavior Intervention 
Strategies Assembly [at Blosser Lane School]. After I spoke 
about ‘Bubbles for Autism,’ a girl from general ed gave me a 
drawing. My heart burst! It shows all the paraprofessionals 
and me and some of the kiddos and bubbles. This drawing 
is one of the subtle things I want to promote.”

Students started wearing blue clothes to school to show 
their support of the students with autism. She’s seen 
kids reaching out more to the ones with special needs 
by greeting them and using their names. “Some of the 
general ed students come in here – it’s called ‘reverse 
mainstreaming’ – to interact with the special needs 
students. They play games, work puzzles, and read books 
together. The general ed kids are modeling good social 
behaviors. Now I get bombarded with general ed students 
wanting to come in here, which is great!”

Franco emphasized: “All of my students are moderately 
to severely disabled in here. Life skills are very important. 
We want to promote independence. That’s our No. 1 goal 
for all special needs children.”

To find out more about autism spectrum disorder 
guidelines visit www.cdc.gov and type “autism spectrum 
disorder” in the Find box. You can also contact Behavior 
Specialist Figini-Meyers at the Mendocino County Office of 
Education in Ukiah, at 707-467-5166

Above, left: Participants 
paused for a group 
photograph during 
“Bubbles for Autism” 
at Blosser Lane 
Elementary School on 
Friday.
Above: Special needs 
students helped make 
this “Always Unique 
Totally Interesting 
Sometimes Mysterious” 
poster at Blosser Lane.

Above: Support staff for the students with special needs, from left: Lenore Hansen, speech 
pathologist; Kari Rowels, paraprofessional; Sammy Rankin, paraprofessional; Leatha Regalso, 
paraprofessional; Espi Nieto Smith, paraprofessional; Jodi Phillips, paraprofessional; Amanda 
Franco, instructor; and Sabrina, student. Above, right: Miles was photographed - through a big 
bubble - chasing bubbles on Friday during “Bubbles for Autism.” 
Below, left: Daylin was happy to blow bubbles for the camera. Below, right: Eva gets some help 
using a different bubble wand.
At bottom, left: Michael blows bubbles from the little loop on the wand. Below, right: 
Paraprofessional Sammy Rankin wares her autism T-shirt in support of children with autism.

Above: Paraprofessional Jodi Phillips helped Vereniz, sitting across from her, feel the bubbles as 
they came out of the machine, while Harbor looked on and helped.

Photos by Ree Slocum

Below: This drawing of the special needs students and their 
teachers was made by a general ed student at Blosser Lane after 
an informational assembly about “Bubbles for Autism.”

a child who has become part of “the BACA family” calls in 
fear, any time of the day or night, the group will come and 
secure the area and reassure the minor.

Statistics show that Mendocino County has the highest 
per capita rate of reported child abuse in California. In 
2018, there were 1,904 reported allegations of child abuse, 
with 370 substantiated cases. There were also some 
deaths of children last year through neglect and other 
circumstances. The deaths were represented by the black 
pinwheels. Each of the 37 red pinwheels displayed on 
Friday represented 10 cases of substantiated child abuse. 

No one in the BACA organization is paid. Their efforts are 
entirely voluntary, and they pay their expenses, gas and 
depreciation on their bikes themselves, with thousands of 
miles added to the wear and tear. They receive no grants. 
There is always a donation jar present when the group puts 
up their booth.

On Friday, Willits resident Dickey Weinkle generously 
placed $100 bill in the jar – just one of many people who 
realize the importance of the club’s purpose. Their only 
official fundraiser of the year is set for Saturday, May 18, 
their fifth annual 100-Mile Ride, which starts at the Little Lake 
Grange with a 9 am sign-in. BACA will be offering prizes and 
a meal for those participating. The suggested donation is 
$20 per rider, $35 for couples, or $10 for non-riders.

For more information visit www.bacaworld.org or email 
info@mc-ca.bacaworld.org. The BACA helpline is 707-
841-1354.

Fuels Reduction Project protects approximately 13,120 
residences in the Willits area. The project will encompass 
the communities of Brooktrails, Pine Mountain, and the 
greater Willits area.

The Willits Fuels Reduction Project will focus on 
roadside vegetation clearance, creating fire control lines, 
and creating shaded fuel breaks in the hills surrounding the 
Willits valley, and the Ukiah project will focus on the same 
in areas surrounding Ukiah. The goal of both projects is 
to increase public safety by improving roads with difficult 
ingress/egress, reducing the number of fire starts, and 
decreasing the size and intensity of fires.

Clearing the vegetation from the main roadways, as well as 
other roads in the community will create a safer evacuation 
route for residents. Strengthening the roadways in this area 
will also allow the roadways to act as primary, secondary 
and tertiary control lines in the event of a major wildfire.

The Willits and Ukiah Fuels Reduction projects will be 
accomplished by using a variety of methods, including but 
not limited to:

• Prescribed burning
• Removal of understory vegetation along roadways
• Fire control lines constructed by fuels crews and dozers
• Shaded fuel breaks
• Mechanical mastication
The 26,541 acre Ukiah Fuels Reduction Project protects 

approximately 39,195 residences in the Ukiah area, 
including areas south of Lake Mendocino, the communities 
of El Dorado, Vichy Springs, Talmage, the Western Ukiah 
hills, the Turtle Creek drainage, Ukiah Valley and the base 
of Cow Mountain.

CalFire’s report on the prioritized projects also 
recommends actions to accelerate measures such as 
home-hardening by educating the public and promoting 
use of CalFire’s Ready for Wildfire App, which recommends 
steps for residents to take to create defensible space and 
make their homes more resilient to wind-driven embers 
and other fire risks.

The Ukiah and Willits Fuels Reduction projects are 
CalFire Mendocino Unit’s top priority, due to the recent 
history of large destructive fires in Mendocino County and 
the buildup of vegetation in the project areas.

For information on how to create Defensible Space, as 
well as tips to prevent wildfires visit www.ReadyForWildfire.
org and download the ReadyForWildfire App at Google 
Play or the App Store to receive alerts for wildland fires in 
your area.

compensation for Mendocino County employees was 18 
percent below market. 

But at the same time, including other benefits paid by the 
county to its employees – including health, vision, dental, 
retirement and other perks – means the average total 
compensation to employees is only 9.1 percent lower than 
total compensation for comparable work done in comparable 
counties. 

“That means your benefit package improved your county’s 
competitiveness,” said Kaneko.

Koff and Associates has been working on finishing a 
compensation study for the county since November 2017. 
In September 2018, the contract for Kaneko’s work was 
extended, and a finish date of June 30, 2019, was agreed 
upon. In the same meeting, at the request of Supervisor 
Dan Gjerde, the board asked Kaneko to include benefits in 
the study, changing it from a compensation study to a total 
compensation study. 

Kaneko is using a methodology for assessing relative 
worth of the county’s compensation package called “Market/
Internal Equity Integration.” In September 2018, she told 
supervisors it was a superior method than the quantitative 
analysis method used in the Slavin Study of 2001, the 
county’s most recent comprehensive compensation study. 

During Tuesday’s meeting, Kaneko said she and 
others working on the study had used 144 benchmark 
classifications, which they compared to similar employee 
classifications in 10 other governmental jurisdictions or 
agencies. 

The comparator agencies used by Kaneko in the study 
included the cities of Santa Rosa and Ukiah and the 
counties of Nevada, El Dorado, Lake, Humboldt, Napa, 
Sonoma, Sutter and Yolo. 

Kaneko said that, of those 10 comparator agencies, three 
require employees to make contributions to the employer’s 
portion of that employee’s retirement costs. Six other 
comparators pay employee’s payments into their Social 
Security account. Only one comparator agency pays more 
than Mendocino County into their employees’ health, vision 
and dental plans. 

Kaneko told supervisors they needed to do a lot of work 
before they could recalibrate the pay levels for the county’s 
workforce. She noted the board has yet to decide on a 
compensation philosophy or design a new compensation 
structure.

After supervisors do those things, they will have to place 
job classes within that structure. Only then, Kaneko said, 
would the board responsibly be able to take the final step of 
determining the actual pay of county employees. 

Mendocino County Director of Human Resources Heidi 
Dunham told supervisors the study, as summarized by 
Kaneko, was still in draft form, and more work needed to 
be done before it could be released as a final document. 
Dunham said certain reports were still being gathered and 
reviewed by Koff and Associates, and the study would have 
to be gone over in detail to check for mistakes. 

Supervisor Ted Williams asked that the raw data be made 
available to the county’s labor unions, employees and to the 
public, so the conclusions reached by Kaneko and Koff and 
Associates could be validated. Dunham said that would be 
done. 

When Williams asked when the final report, plus 
supporting data, would be complete, Dunham replied, “We 
should have everything by the first week in May.” 

During Kaneko’s presentation on the draft report, board 
chambers were filled with county employees. Speaking on 
behalf of many of them, Service Employees International 
Union Local 1021 Field Representative Patrick Hickey 
lambasted the report for its long delay and its inclusion of 
benefits in the study. 

“County employees are fed up,” Hickey said. “They are 
fed up with the delays. They are fed up with the excuses. 
They have watched while the board voted for jaw-dropping 
raises for themselves and for county managers.… I should 
also note that when the board voted for these increases 
for themselves and other county managers, the board only 
looked at salary, not benefits. Why do you only include 
benefits when you look at the lowest-paid employees in the 
county? 

“We expect the same methods to be used for ordinary 
employees that you used for board members and managers, 
or you may need to revisit some of these exorbitant raises 
and call some of them back.…

“Supervisor Williams asked about comparators,” Hickey 
continued. “Something that should be an embarrassment for 
all of us is that Sonoma County recently reached settlement 
for their contracts, and they asked that Mendocino County 
be removed from their list of comparators, because it was 
dragging them down.” 

Using the video recordings, deputies were able to identify 
the two suspects, Comer said, and law enforcement units 
from numerous agencies searched the surrounding area 
for the pair and their vehicle without success.

Hite, deputies learned, was on active parole with the 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation for an 
unrelated offense.

Shortly before 7 am the next day, the Sheriff’s Office was 
contacted by officers with the Round Valley Tribal Police 
Department, informing them tribal police had detained Hite 
in Covelo and requesting deputies take custody of their 
prisoner.

Upon arrival, Cromer said, deputies contacted a parole 
officer and a parole hold was issued for Hite’s arrest. He 
was placed under arrest on suspicion of grand theft and 
violating his parole.

While arresting Hite, Stillwell was observed walking in 
the same area and was arrested on suspicion of grand 
theft.

Hite is being held in county jail without bail. Stillwell was 
taken to county jail; bail was set at $15,000.
This report was based on a press release from the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office.
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When surgery is necessary, you want the care of an experienced 

physician, one that offers you the most advanced solutions with 

precision. Dr. Ludington brings almost 30 years of surgical experience to 

his practice, specializing in general and minimally invasive laparoscopic 

procedures including but not limited to procedures for gall bladder, hernia 

repair, abdominal surgeries, thyroid nodules and breast evaluation and 

surgical care. His expertise is surpassed only by his desire to provide 

compassionate care for those in his community.

He received his medical degree from Loma Linda University School of 

Medicine in Loma Linda, CA, and completed his internship and residency 

in General Surgery at Loma Linda University Medical Center. 

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Ludington to our community.

G E N E R A L  S U R G E R Y

Welcome
Lance  

Ludington, MD

Redwood Medical Clinic 
3 Marcela Drive, Suite C | Willits, CA

NOW WELCOMING  
NEW PATIENTS

AdventistHealthHowardMemorial.org/ 
General Surgery

(707) 459-6115

‘Have you  
donated to the 

2019 WCA 
Spring Art 
Auction?’

Submitted by  
the WCA Auction Committee

The Willits Center for the Arts 2019 
Art Auction is getting closer, and 
our community is supporting us by 
donating some beautiful artwork, gift 
certificates and wonderful items for you to bid on at our Silent Auction! The first viewing will be at our 
Opening Bid Party on Saturday, April 27. The Final Bid Party and dance will be on Friday, May 17, 
from 6 to 9 pm, with music by The Tree Tones, playing instrumental jazz standards, great for dancing 
and socializing. 

Donations can be brought to the art center on Monday, April 22 and Tuesday, April 23 from 10 am 
to 4 pm. If this is not a convenient time, just call 459-1726 for an appointment to bring your donation 
by, or to arrange for pick-up of larger items.

Our caterer for the opening reception will be Roland’s Bakery and Cafe. If you have eaten there 
you know how good their food is! So far we have donations from the following businesses and artists: 
Diamonds & Gold, Geiger’s, Will Gonzales at Willits Flowers, Sara Mann, The Book Juggler, Cat’s 
Meow, Sparetime Supply, Weathertop Nursery, It Takes Two to Tangle, Willits Photo Club, Willits 
Community Theatre, Earth’s Treasures, Roederer Estate, Husch Vineyards, Navarro Vineyards, 
Pennyroyal Farms, and Willits Furniture.

Contributions of art have been received from: Laura Corben, Wendy Wilmes, Ann Maglinte, Sandy 
Strong, June Ruckman, H.P. Bloomer, Bonnie Belt, Gary Martin and David Weitzman.

We look forward to receiving your donations. Anyone can donate – you do not need to be a 
member or an artist! This is one of our biggest fundraisers, and the money raised will be used 
for improvements to the art center and for more classes and community events; such as poetry 
readings, performances, and more.

We also are in need of docent volunteers for the WCA. We only ask you to sit one time a month, 
and it can be for the full day, from 11 am to 5 pm, or for a half day. Please help us keep the art center 
vital and serving the needs of all members of our community. Thank you! Questions? 459-1726 or 
manager@willitscenterforthearts.org 

Donated auction items include: a 
beautifully framed print by Wendy Wilmes, 
at right; two ceramic cups from H.P. 
Bloomer, far right; a stunning photo of a 
winter landscape by June Ruckman, far 
right, center; and a teak bowl from Earth’s 
Treasures, far right, bottom. 



Local hearts were filled to the brim last week as the 
Community Foundation of Mendocino County presented awards 

to winning grantees in the north county. 
Community Foundation CEO Megan 
Barber Allende took a moment during the 
grant presentations for a special memorial 

to Jim Marill, formerly of Willits Community Services.
“The bottom line is that we could not do the work of the foundation 

without excellent non-profit partners,” she said. “We work with very 
special people who devote their lives to serving their communities, 
and I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge Jim.

“I have been at the Community Foundation for 12 years,” 
Allende shared, “and I can remember my first check reception. 
Board member Herb Pruitt introduced me to Jim Marill, and I feel 
blessed that I got to work with him throughout my time here. He will 
be remembered as an advocate, who worked for the betterment 
of our community as a professional, volunteer and friend.” The 
group recognized Jim’s wife, Melinda Clarke, and Ruthann Volz, 
now the interim director of Willits Community Services.

Skip Lucier, speaking for the Willits Scouts and Willits Lions 

Club, described their exciting collaboration to renovate the Scout 
Hut in Recreation Grove Park, which had fallen into disrepair. 
“We reached out to the community and received a lot of help. It 
now has new electrical, and plumbing, HVAC, ADA ramps and 
an accessible bathroom.”

The grant award will pay for the new flooring throughout the 
space. “It has been a labor of love. We’re fixing it up so that 
the Scouts have a first-rate place. We also want to use the 
facility for community events,” Lucier added. Kenneth Pederson, 
scoutmaster for the boys, and Melinda Lewis, scoutmaster for 
the girls, and their troop members echoed the appreciation and 
thanks for the outpouring of support received for this project.

Event hosts Willits Center for the Arts received an award for 
a high-quality screen and projector for the upstairs Great Room. 
“This will allow us to show a whole new face of the Art Center,” 
said Curator Gary Martin. Currently, the group presents monthly 
“Art Talks” in the classroom space, and it is regularly standing-

Holly Madrigal
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Foundation Over on Page B7

Online: 
www.basroofing.com 

Email:
basroofing@live.com

    W.C. & G.L. insured Ca. Lic # 927007       

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Serving areas of Mendocino, 
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Residential & Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

     •ALL PRODUCE 15% OFF  
     •BULK 25% OFF      
     •KLEEN KANTEEN & NEBO 20% OFF   

    500 S. MAIN ST.   
        WILLITS 
  707-459-9630 

Community Foundation
Reception at the Willits Art Center honors 

 2019 grant recipients from northern Mendocino County

At left: Attendees at the Community Foundation’s 
reception for north county grant recipients – including 
the Willits Scouts holding the “25” – help celebrate 25 
years of grantmaking.
Below: Dina Hutton, at the mic, with fellow members of 
Nuestra Alianza de Willits, and Community Foundation 
Director Megan Allende, at right.
At bottom: Willits Lions Club’s Skip Lucier, left, and 
Scoutmaster Kenneth Pedersen speak about the grant 
they received to help rehab the Scout Hut in the Rec 
Grove, accompanied by some Willits scouts. 

Below, left: Roland Spence of the Laytonville Skate Park, 
which has begun construction after years of fundraising.
Below, center, top: KLLG volunteers, from left, Mike 
Burgess, Liam UiCearbhaill and Pat Collins, received a 
grant for an emergency generator.
Below, center, bottom: Community Foundation staffer 
Allison Findley welcomes grant winners to the reception 
at the Willits Center for the Arts.
Below, right: Megan Allende, Community Foundation 
CEO, speaks during last week’s grant reception at the 
WCA.

Photos by Mathew Caine
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Smart Sybil
Sybil just lost her best 

friend. Her owner is dying 
of a terminal illness and had 
to make the hard decision 
to give her up. Sybil was 
sad and confused when 
she arrived at the shelter 
but we’re trying to make 
her feel happy, secure and 
comfortable again. She’s 
very intelligent, and it’s 
obvious that her owner 
spent much time, love and 
patience training her.

Sybil is 3 years old and 
has already learned many 
things to share with her new 
“person,” including a passion 
for tennis balls and a love 
for water! With summer just 
around the corner, it sounds 
like a recipe for fun! Come 
meet her and fall in love! 

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County is located at 9700 Uva Drive, 
Redwood Valley. Open hours: 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through Friday; and 11 am to 3 
pm, Saturday and Sunday. Please give us a call at 707-485-0123 if you have questions. 
You can view all our adoptable dogs and cats on Petfinder or through our website: 
mendohumanesociety.com. To volunteer or help take the dogs for a walk, please join 
HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am for an orientation.

Delightful Clint
We took Mr. Delightful out for a photo shoot and off-leash romp, and wow!! this dog is 

wonderful! He is so friendly and happy and joyful and goofy. Clint enjoyed playing catch, 
knows “Sit” and “Shake,” and likes to roll over for extended belly rubs! Clint is loaded 

with personality, and he’s a 
bit of a joker! This fun dog is 
a 1-year-old, neutered male 
boxer blend who currently 
weighs 46 pounds.

The Ukiah Shelter is 
located at 298 Plant Road 
in Ukiah. Adoption hours are 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday from 10 am 
to 4:30 pm, and Wednesday 
from 10 am to 6:30 pm. To 
view photos and bios of 
some of the other wonderful 
adoptable animals here, 
please visit online at: www.
mendoanimalshelter.com or 
visit the shelter. For more 
info about adoptions, call: 
707-467-6453. 

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW  T O 

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are 

formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
 1. A way to wound
 5. Hormone secreted by  
     the pituitary gland (abbr.)
8. Shows the world
11. Decided
13. Indigenous person of NE  
      Thailand
14. Dough made from  
      corn flour
15. Honors
16. Political commentator  
      Coulter
17. Expresses pleasure
18. Heavy clubs
20. Defunct phone company
21. Algonquian language
22. Salts
25. Act of the bank
30. Danced
31. Drummer Weinberg
32. Small goose
33. Helps evade
38. Certified public accountant
41. Periods of time
43. Kids’ book character
45. Type of beer
47. Ancient kingdom near  
      Dead Sea
49. A way to attack

50. Talk radio  
      personality Margery
55. Whale ship captain
56. Request
57. Large underground  
      railstation in Paris
59. BBQ dish
60. No (Scottish)
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Tool used to harvest  
      agave
63. Explosive
64. A reward (archaic)

CLUES DOWN
1. One thousand cubic feet  
     (abbr.)
 2. Polite interruption sound
 3. Extremely small amount
 4. Very short period of time  
     (abbr.)
 5. Fires have them
 6. Sacred place
 7. Island capital
 8. Volcanic craters
 9. Arthur __, Wimbledon  
      champion
10. Bullfighting maneuver
12. Midway between east 
     and southeast

14. A ceremonial staff
19. Cheap prices
23. North Atlantic fish
24. Oil company
25. A federally chartered  
     savings bank
26. Paddle 
27. Where UK soldiers train
28. One point north of due  
      east
29. Attention-getting
34. Ballplayer’s tool
35. Sun up in New York
36. Where golfers begin
37. Soviet Socialist Republic
39. Represented as walking  
      (animal)
40. Craftsman
41. Unit of force (abbr.)
42. Dueling sword
44. Houston hoopster
45. Stone building at Mecca
46. __ and flows
47. ‘Beastmaster’ actor Singer
48. American state
51. Swiss river
52. U.S. island territory
53. German physicist
54. One point east 
      of northeast
58. Get free of

ASSISTANCE
CABINET

CATEGORY
CLEANING
CLOSETS
CLOTHING

COORDINATE
DIGITAL

DISCARD
DIVIDE

DONATION
DRAWERS

FILES
FOLD

GARBAGE
HANG

HOOKS
INVENTORY

LABEL
ORDERLY

ORGANIZED
PAPERWORK

PILES
RECYCLE

SCAN
SHELVING

SORT
STACK

STORAGE
STRESS

SUPPLIES
TASK

Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church

ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)

Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 11:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School - 11:15 a.m.
459-2855

Facebook: www.facebook.com

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 707-456-9934

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714

Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month 

family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066

Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday

ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies

Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor

459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:

Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School  

following the service.
(707) 459-2988

24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass -
9:00 a.m. English

10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
9:15 a.m. - Bible Class,

adult & children
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

COBURN’S
CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.

CA LIC #392108
Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• ICF Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490
707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Dr. Ludington says the 
opportunity to make a 
difference in people’s lives 
is what makes his practice 
rewarding, “Both my 
parents were physicians. I 
remember as a child sitting 
in my dad’s office, who 
was a heart surgeon, and 
hearing from his patients 
how caring he was. He had 
a way of making people feel 
special, like they were his 
only patient. I want to be 
able to do the same for my 
patients.”

Spending time to get to 
know his patients to earn 
their trust is the cornerstone 
of Dr. Ludington’s care 
philosophy. “I want to 
really get to know my 
patients, so I can partner 
with them to meet their 
needs and expectations. 
I know surgery can be a 
scary experience for a lot 
of patients, so I hope to put 
them at ease by building 
trust and truly collaborating 
with them.”

Dr. Ludington received 
his medical degree from 
Loma Linda University 
School of Medicine in 
Loma Linda, California, and 
completed his internship 
and residency in General 
Surgery at the Loma Linda 
University Medical Center. 
Bringing almost 30 years of 
experience, Dr. Ludington 
specializes in general 
and minimally invasive 
laparoscopic procedures 
including, but not limited to, 
procedures for gall bladder, 
hernia repair, abdominal 
surgeries, thyroid nodules 
and breast evaluation and 
surgical care.

Adventist Health Howard 
Memorial President Jason 
Wells says this is great 
news for the community 
and beyond. “We have 
been recruiting for a general 
surgeon for years. There is 
such a great need not just in 
Mendocino County but also 
in neighboring counties. 
To be able to serve our 
patients here so they don’t 
have to drive out of the area 
for care is so important. 
Having the convenience 
of not having to travel, but 
also to be taken care of by 
people they know and trust 
can make a big difference 
in health outcomes. Dr. 
Ludington’s experience 
and dedication to rural 
healthcare is a perfect fit for 
our community. He will be a 
great addition to our team, 
and we are excited he has 
chosen our community to 
practice.”

Dr. Ludington and his 
family are excited to be part 
of the community. When he 
is not caring for patients, he 
loves hiking and exploring 
the outdoors. “We’re excited 
to explore some of the trails 
here. I also like waterskiing, 
snow skiing, dirt-bike riding 
with my youngest son, and 
gardening. I was actually 
born in Thailand, so I love 
cooking Thai food.”

Dr. Ludington is now ac-
cepting new patients at 3 
Marcela Drive, Suite C in 
Willits. To schedule an ap-
pointment, please call 459-
6115. To learn more about 
Dr. Ludington, go to: www.
ahhoward.org/lludington
About Adventist Health 
Howard Memorial (formerly 
Frank R. Howard Memorial 
Hospital) is part of Adven-
tist Health, a faith-based, 
nonprofit integrated health 
system serving more than 
80 communities on the West 
Coast and Hawaii. Founded 
on Seventh-day Adventist 
heritage and values, Adven-
tist Health provides care in 
hospitals, clinics, home care 
agencies, hospice agencies 
and joint-venture retirement 
centers in both rural and ur-
ban communities.

Dr. Lance 
Ludington has 
chosen to come 
to Adventist 
Health Howard 
Memorial thanks 
to its reputation 
for excellence, 
its location in a 
small-town, tight-
knit community, 
and its state of 
the art facility.

Spaghetti Saturday Soon!
Brooktrails Firefighters Association will hold 39th annual 

noodle-filled fundraiser on Saturday, May 11

Richard Greene
 — OWNER —

WILLITS, CA  •  707-489-0275
LIC. 860551

Adventist Health Howard Memorial 
welcomes new general surgeon

By Cici Winiger, for AHHM
A reputation for excellence, a small-town, tight-knit community, and a state of the art 

facility – these are just some of the reasons why Lance Ludington, MD, has chosen to join 
the team at Adventist Health Howard Memorial as a new general surgeon. But he says it 
all comes down to one reason – the people.

Dr. Ludington previously cared for patients at Adventist Health Feather River in Paradise, 
California, until last year when the Camp Fire devastated the whole community. “I fell in 
love with the small-town culture in Paradise,” he said. “Willits is similar. There’s so much 
culture, and people have lived here their whole lives, so there’s really that connection 
and care for each other that you won’t find in big cities. I can feel it in everyone I’ve met. 
The physicians are dedicated and invested in their community and truly care about their 
patients. And that’s what we’re really looking for.”

Making the choice to join Adventist Health Howard Memorial was easy, shares Dr. 
Ludington. “When we were at Feather River, everybody wanted to do as well as Howard 
— Howard always seemed to have the highest scores at everything: patient experience, 
employee engagement, and physician engagement. Howard was a model for a lot of the 
hospitals in the Adventist system, and to be joining a great team with such a reputation for 
excellence is exciting.”

“Plus, this hospital is one of the nicest facilities I’ve ever seen. The operating room is 
amazing and state of the art. This community is very blessed to have such a high-caliber 
facility in a small town. I’m looking 
forward to working here.” Read the rest of

Luddington Over on Page B3

The rest of
Luddington

From Page B2

Tickets are available now for the 39th annual Brooktrails 
Firefighters Association Spaghetti Feed, happening at the 
Brooktrails Community Center on Saturday, May 11 from 5 
to 8 pm. Tickets are just $10 each for attendees age 5 and 
up, and just $5 for children under the age of 5. 

“Tickets can be purchased at the station, at Safeway 
on weekend mornings – we are stationed out front … look 
for the big red trucks – or online at Brown Paper Tickets,” 
said firefighter Jesse Christensen. ”Visit our Facebook 
page for the link, or go directly here: https://m.bpt.me/
event/4205115.”

The all-you-can-eat spaghetti feed is the largest 
fundraiser for the fire department and has become “a real 
Brooktrails tradition!” and will again feature a vegetarian 
option, along with their traditional meat sauce. Bread, 
salad and desserts will also be available, in addition to the 

no-host bar put on by the Willits Lions Club. 
This year, DJ Mike Tobin will be on hand to lend 

some tunes, and SERVPRO of Mendocino County will 
be manning a bounce house for the delight of the small 
attendees. More info: 459-4441 or www.facebook.com/
BrooktrailsFire

 – Maureen Moore
Above: Firefighters sell tickets outside of Safeway, including, 
from left: Bob Nowlin, possible soon-to-be firefighter Amberlynn 
Nowlin, Damian Angel, Albert Hinkle and David Edgar. Below: 
Jesse Christensen, Amberlynn Nowlin and Jon Arrington help 
serve at the 2018 Brooktrails Firefighters Association Feed.

Meet the Merchants
and More!

2019

Published  by Willits Weekly on Thursday, April 25, 2019
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45 HAZEL STREET • WILLITS
littlelakehealthcenter.org

SERVICIOS EN INGLES Y ESPANOL.
(707) 456-9600

MEDICAL • DENTAL 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

CARE FOR HER

In the Evergreen Shopping Center
1726 S. Main St. • Suite H • Willits, CA

(707) 841-3058
Business Days/Hours:

Tuesday - Wednesday: 7am to 4pm
Thursday - Saturday: 7 am to 3 pm and 5 to 8:30 pm

Sunday: 10 am to 2 pm

Willits
Weekly

Online & Print

EST.2013WeeklyEST.

A Nostalgic & Modern Record of Community and Life in Willits

willitsweekly.com

MEHTLAN INSURANCE AGENCY
ERIC MEHTLAN

OWNER
873 S MAIN ST • WILLITS, CA 95490

707-456-9209
ERMEHTLAN@YAHOO.COM

CELL: 707-489-4272

1637 South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490
“You Want We’ll Get, Just Ask”

Gregg, Jason, Matt or Joel • 459-0565

“The Little Store That Has
So Much More”

S&S
AUTO REPAIR & TRANSMISSION

Automotive repair at a price that’s fair!

Owner-Technicians
Joel Sylvia
Gregg Stebbins

Business Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm
Email: ssautorepair@comcast.net

1637 South Main Street, Willits, CA 95490 • (707) 459-1853

145 South Main Street
P.O. Box 98

Willits, CA 95490
(707) 459-5533
(707) 459-3862 FAX

www.savingsbank.com

Willits Branch
Summer (May - October)

W. Mendocino Ave.
3 to 6 pm

Willits Farmers Market

Winter (November - April)
Little Lake Grange

3 to 5:30 pm

L O C A L  F A R M E R S  |  L O C A L  G O O D S

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Holly Langenfelder O’Rourke
Manager

443-414-3089
manager@willitscenterforthearts.org

1637 South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490
“You Want We’ll Get, Just Ask”

Gregg, Jason, Matt or Joel • 459-0565

“The Little Store That Has
So Much More”

S&S
AUTO REPAIR & TRANSMISSION

Automotive repair at a price that’s fair!

Owner-Technicians
Joel Sylvia
Gregg Stebbins

Business Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm
Email: ssautorepair@comcast.net

1637 South Main Street, Willits, CA 95490 • (707) 459-1853

Hustle and Flow
F I T N E S S  +  H E A L T H

Natalie Kristiansen
hustleandflowfh.com 

facebook.com/hustleandflowfh • instagram.com/hustleandflowstudio

707-972-7037
30 East San Francisco Ave. • Willits CA

Imagination
Station

Preschool/Childcare Center
Enrolling Year Round

Hours: Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Toddler program begins at 18 months • Preschool: ages 3-5 • Elementary program: ages 6-10

Check out our website: www.preschooldaycarewillits.com
or look for us on Facebook

11 North Marin Street • Willits
459-6543 License

#233008945

Your Name Here!

Meet the MerchantsThe 2019 edition of featuring all the below businesses is coming to newsstands nnt week!
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OBITUARY |

Milton Barlow
Milton Gene Barlow was born October 9, 1945 in Arcata, California. Milton passed 

away on March 5, 2019 in Willits. Milton was raised on his family’s dairy ranch in Orick, 
California, where he learned his good work ethic from his father.

Milton had a love for 
the outdoors and worked 
in the timber industry as 
a timber faller and later 
as a heavy equipment 
operator. Milton moved to 
Willits from Orick where 
he married and raised 
his family. Milton enjoyed 
spending time in his 
community and visiting 
with his many, many dear 
friends. 

 He is preceded by his 
father, Marvin Edward 
Barlow, and mother, 
Beverly Violet Dryden, 
his brothers Vernon 
“Sonny” Barlow, Marvin 
“Beeb” Barlow Jr., and 
Dennis Dryden. Milton is 
survived by his siblings 
Ronnie Barlow, Billy Joe Barlow, Valdee Dryden, Gary Dryden, and Artie McCann.

Milton leaves behind his sons, Dale Barlow, wife, Michaela; Darren “Doobie” Barlow, 
wife, Krista; and Darel Barlow, wife Jolie. His grandchildren include Devin Barlow, 
McKinzie Barlow, Andrew Knight, Anthony Knight, Dillon Barlow, Jacob Barlow, and 
Charlie Barlow, and a great-granddaughter, Hadley Vogel. He also leaves behind many 
nieces and nephews and close friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held at the home of Milton Barlow on Saturday, April 27, 
2019 from 1 to 5 pm. Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary

CLASSIFIEDS

Event Spaces 
Available

Event spaces available 
at the Willits Center for 
the Arts! • Great Room 
• Classroom • Ceramic 
Studio For inquiries, 
email manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 459-
1726. For additional 
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

Drivers Wanted 
Shuster’s Transportation, 
Inc seeks Class A Drivers 
for Full-Time Chip Truck 
position. Benefit package 
includes medical, dental, 
and holiday pay. Min 
1 year experience and 
current DMV report 
required: 707-459-4131.

Volunteers 
Needed

Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital is 
looking for positive 
members of the 
community to volunteer 
in the gift shop, 
in format ion/greet ing 
desk, hospitality cart and 
the garden. Hours are 
flexible and can include 
weekends. More info? 
Call 456-3245.

Yard Sale
Haehl Creek 
Neighborhood Yard 
Sale, Saturday, April 
27th, 9-3. Furniture, 
housewares, glassware, 
crystal. hammock, fire 
pit, smoker, bikes, wall 
mount, auto hitch rack. 
Antiques, collectibles. 
Hand tools, shop vac, 
hardwood.

Freezer Empty?
We can help! 

John Ford Rancher’s 
Choice Box- 50 pounds: 
steaks, roasts, and 
ground beef.  Now $325 
($6.50 per pound).  Nat-
ural ranch-raised grass 
fed beef, no hormones 
or antibiotics. Call 459-
5193. Leave a message.  

Help Wanted
Baechtel Creek Medical 
Clinic in Willits is looking 
for a nurse practitioner 
or a physician assistant 
to join us in July 2019. 
If interested please 
fax resume to 707-
459-3057 or email 
baechtelcreekcl inic@
gmail.com

Help Wanted
Back-up cashier/clerk 
for Senior Center Thrift 
Store. Fill in when 
needed. Call 459-6826 
for information.

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & Hos-
pice is looking to fill the 
following positions: RN, 
PT- OT- ST & HHA F/T, 
P/T & Per Diem avail-
able. Call H/R Trudy at 
707-456-3230 or apply 
online at adventisthealth.
org. 

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC, Macintosh, Android 
and IOS devices. 
Repairs, configuration 
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.
com. 

Charter 
Enrollment Now

Open enrollment for the 
6th - 12th grade classes 
at Willits Charter School 
is from now until April 30. 
Applications available in 
the main office at 1431 S. 
Main Street, Willits.

Help Wanted
Brooktrails Township 
Community Services 
District is accepting 
applications for an 
Account Clerk/Secretary. 
Compensation is 
Range 24 of the 
District compensation 
schedule and includes 
health and retirement 
benefits. Filing Deadline: 
Applications must be 
received by BTCSD no 
later than April 30, 2019 
at 5:00 p.m. Interested 
candidates may forward 
their letter of interest and/
or resume to General 
Manager at 24860 Birch 
Street, Willits, CA 95490, 
or by email to btcsd@
btcsd.org.

Office Space 
for Rent

1 large space 3400’. 
Several small offices 
100’ & 270’. Call Megan 
972-8776.

RV/Trailer Space 
for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers $425 per 
month, includes water 
& garbage. Close to 
Safeway in Willits. Call 
Tony (707) 510-5895. 
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog

707-367-6182, Willits

Get you ad included here! 
$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks! 

willitsweekly@gmail.com

$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks!

LEGAL NOTICES

Legal ad placement info: 
willitsweekly@gmail.com
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Fictitious Business Name 
Statement 

2019-F0261
The following person is doing 

business as Ancient Vitality 
Medicinals / Ancient Vitality, 17601 
Lakeshore, Willits CA  95490 / 
mailing address: 75 North Main 
Street #98, Willits CA  95490. 
Registered owner: Quinn 
Schumaker, 17601 Lakeshore, 
Willits CA  95490.

This business is conducted by an 
individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name 
listed above on March 25, 2019.
Statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder 
on March 26, 2019.
/s/ Quinn Schumaker 

Publication dates:
4/4, 4/11, 4/18 and 4/25/2019

Help Wanted 
At Covelo ranch: Ex-
change ranch and out-
doors work for rent. Ide-
ally with a trailer. Man or 
woman, retiree a plus. 
Must have good work 
ethic, be clean, healthy, 
reliable, with references. 
Call for details: 707-272-
6354. 

Current Job Openings:
Deputy Probation Officer I/II
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Eligibility Specialist I/II/III

Equipment Superintendent
Facility Project Specialist I/II
Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Licensed Vocational Nurse

Registered Nurse
Road Maintenance Worker IV

Senior Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Senior Public Health Nurse
Social Worker I/II/III/IV A-D

Social Worker Supervisor I/II A-C
Substance Abuse Counselor I/II

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

WW207 CITY OF WILLITS
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
PROJECT NO.  2019-03

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Sealed bids for: The work shown 
on the project plans entitled:

CITY OF WILLITS
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

PROJECT PLANS 
For:

North Maple Street Improvement & Storm Drain
Replacement Project - Project No. 2019-03

Installing 56 feet of new 15” HDPE storm drain pipe and replacing 
406 feet of existing 18” CMP with new 18” HDPE and Aluminized 

steel storm drain pipe on North Maple Street and placing new 
drainage structures on West Mendocino and North Maple Streets, 

removing one drop inlet and removing 95 feet of existing RCP storm 
drain pipe, abandoning one out-of-service sewer main,  grinding
3 inches of existing asphalt and placing an  3-inch asphalt overlay
on North Maple Street, doing approximately 3 CY of dig-out work, 

constructing 2 new pedestrian ramps, sidewalks, walkways,
284 LF of new curb and gutter, filling designated street area with 

Class II asphalt base, filling yard areas  with engineered soil,
placing riprap and willow stakes at new and existing storm drain 

outfall, and striping.
THE ENGINEER’S ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE COSTS IS: $231,189

IN
City of Willits, County of Mendocino, State of California

&
The work described in specifications books entitled:

CITY OF WILLITS - BID BOOK & TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
CITY OF WILLITS - PROPOSAL PACKET

CITY OF WILLITS - AWARD PACKET
For:

North Maple Street Improvement & Storm Drain
Replacement Project - Project No. 2019-03

IN
City of Willits, County of Mendocino, State of California 

will be received by a designated representative, of the City of 
Willits, County of Mendocino, State of California, until the hour
of 10 a.m., May 14, 2019, at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud in the City Council Chambers, of the City
of Willits, located at 111 East Commercial Street, Willits, California.
/s/ Cathy Moorhead, City Clerk
Publication Dates: April 18 and 25, May 2 and 9, 2019

Sharon Noah 
489-0441 

 

Margaret Andrews 
354-3977 

Christopher Martin 
367-3173 

 

Barbara Mercer 
489-2922 

Jake McFadden 
354-3874 

Elida Cardona 
354-1538 

Sal Madrigal 
354-1950 

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com 
DRE# 00528452 

707-459-6175 

Its like being outside only with all the comforts of home This beautiful, 
custom built home is entirely off the grid with skylights throughout, 
open floor plan, hardwood and tile flooring. It is surrounded by forest 
and nature and is at the end of the road for lots of privacy. As a bonus 
there is a cute cabin with loft for sleeping.     
 

Offered at $379,500 
 

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490  

FEATURED PROPERTY 
Presented by: Sharon Noah 

Alison Pernell 
972-1364 

Ralene Reeves Hearn, born February 
12, 1949, found peace on March 15, 
2019. Ralene was born and raised in
Mississippi, married her true love, 
Roger, in 1968, and moved to Willits, 
California in 1976 with her husband 
and daughter. 
Music � owed through Ralene’s heart 
and soul. At two years old, she began 
playing piano, and as a youth, played 
for First Baptist Church in Jackson,
Mississippi. She played guitar, piano, and sang all around the country. Ralene 
was well known in Northern California for leading both “Ralene and the 
Redwood Band” and “Ralene and Sweetwater.” During the last several years, 
she found joy performing at the Sebastopol Senior Center. � roughout her 
whole life, Ralene shared her gi�  of music with others. 
Ralene was passionate about equality and justice. In her earlier years, she and 
Roger worked in the Civil Rights Movement, sacri� cing her own safety for 
the cause. In 1979 in Louisiana, the KKK threatened Ralene’s life a� er she 
invited a young black man to play tennis on the white tennis courts. During 
that time, segregation was illegal, but many places still openly practiced 
segregation and discrimination. � e brave young man accepted Ralene’s o� er 
and an angry crowd surrounded them shouting death threats. Ralene
contacted the Carter administration, and she and her daughter received 
federal protection. � is memorable act of bravery was just one example 
of Ralene’s commitment to Civil Rights. Ralene, a proud member of the 
NAACP, supported all causes promoting equality and justice. 
� roughout the years, Ralene was a life-long learner. She attended many 
colleges while traveling and received her Master’s Degree from San Francisco 
State University in 1991. She taught Speech and Communication courses at 
Mendocino College and other colleges in Northern California and Hawaii. 
Over the last few years, Ralene took classes at the Sebastopol Senior Center. 
While attending a writing class, Ralene wrote over 40 stories about her life 
and shared lyrics to a number of her original songs. 
Ralene always showed commitment to family. Her husband, Roger, was her 
best friend, soul mate, and caregiver later in life. � ey lovingly and
adventurously journeyed this life together, and she missed him every day
a� er his passing. Ralene instilled the values of integrity, hard work, and 
equality in her daughter and showed her only child the country as they
traveled. Some of their best times together were collecting shells along the 
beach and body sur� ng in � e Gulf of Mexico. Ralene loved her
granddaughters dearly. She taught them piano, shared her love of gardening, 
enjoyed cooking a “southern breakfast,” and always had fun playing cards 
with them. 
Ralene was a beloved member in good standing of the Baton Rouge Friends 
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends “Quakers” since 1974. She also 
attended regular Friends Meeting in Sebastopol. Ralene believed that one day 
she would be reunited in � e Light with her “Dear Roger.” She always stood 
strong in her convictions, her love for family and friends, and her ability to 
make connections wherever she lived. Ralene’s truths will be carried forward 
through her daughter and granddaughters as she rests in peace in � e Light. 
Ralene is preceded in death by her husband (Roger Hearn), her mother (Mrs. 
Rae Reeves), her father (Mr. Gordon Reeves), her brother (Gordy Reeves), 
and her grandmother (Grandma Johnnie). She is survived by her daughter 
(Ralanya Hearn Smith), her son-in-law (Clint Smith), her granddaughters 
(Alisa and Jada Smith), her sisters (Julie Hamlin and Robin May� eld), her 
brother (Johnny Reeves), and numerous other family and friends. Ralene’s 
family gives a sincere thank you to Jojo Blanca� or and Lheta Yumul for their 
love and care of Ralene during the last several years of her life at Las Palmas. 
In lieu of � owers, the family requests donations be made to the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) or � e
Council on Aging at the Sebastopol Senior Center.
A small graveside farewell was held on March 21, 2019. Friends and family 
are invited to a celebration of Ralene’s life at 11AM on June 8, 2019 at the 
Willits Kids Club Building. 
Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.

Ralene
Reeves
Hearn

February 12, 1949 -
March 15, 2019
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Fictitious Business Name 
Statement 

2019-F0305
The following person is doing 

business as Tea and Honey 
Aesthetics, 158 S. Main St., Willits 
CA  95490 / mailing address: 160 
South Lenore Ave., Apt. #4, Willits 
CA  95490. 
Registered owner: Carissa Diane 
Diskin, 160 South Lenore Ave., Apt. 
#4, Willits CA  95490.

This business is conducted by an 
individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name 
listed above on April 11, 2019.
Statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder 
on April 11, 2019.
/s/ Carissa Diskin

Publication dates:
4/18, 4/25, 5/2 and 5/11/2019

CLAUDIA
SMITH-HILL

A memorial for Claudia Smith-Hill will be observed 
at 1:00 pm April 28, 2019 at Saint Francis of the 
Redwoods Episcopal Church. A celebration of 
Claudia’s 98th birthday will follow at the Willits 
Center for the Arts.

Varsity Softball | 
Kailani Newbern,  

15, Sophomore
How Long Playing the Sport: “This 
is my fifth year.”
Breakfast of Champions: Eggs 
Benedict
Love of the Sport: “I just love how 
it’s a team sport, and you can’t play 
without teammates. So we’re all in it 
together.”
Other Sports Played: Volleyball

Kailani has stepped up to fill 
various roles. As a utility infielder, 
she has played first base, catcher, 
and most recently third base. She is always eager to get on the field, and her love of the 
game is apparent by the smile on her face. Tuesday against Kelseyville, Kailani batted 
in the lead off position. She hit 4 for 5, and is showing extreme patience in the box. I am 
thrilled with the improvements she has made thus far.

– Submitted by Varsity Softball Coach Magnum Forkner 

Golf | Trevor 
Didelot, 18, Senior 

How Long Playing the Sport: “This 
is my first year.”
Breakfast of Champions: Egg 
sandwiches
Love of the Sport: “It’s easier on 
the knees than baseball…. I get 
out of school early…. My stepdad 
talked me into it. I tore my MCL 
[medial collateral ligament] playing 
basketball. 
Other Sports Played: Basketball

Trevor has shown tremendous 
improvement in his golf game over 
the last three matches. He has 
worked his way from the 6th man 
to the 3rd and has an opportunity to 
qualify for NCS this week along with 
Nate Maples and David Mann.

– Submitted by  
Golf Coach Scott Herman

Amazing 
Athletes

room-only. Once the projector is installed these events can 
move upstairs where there is more space.

The WCA board was on hand to share their appreciation 
for the award and their excitement about the future of the 
center. The equipment will be available for the public to rent, 
so community groups like Avenues to Wellness that use the 
Art Center for their presentations will benefit from this grant 
as well.

Long Valley Dance and Community Fitness Center 
also received funds for a screen and equipment. Director 
Michelle Hill described the work done by the group, which 
provides dance, athletic and music classes to youth and 
adults, including hosting the Missoula Children’s Theater 
once a year.

“We serve around 150 people in the Laytonville area,” Hill 
said. “We try to provide the space for anyone who wants 
to perform. The projector will allow us to bring all sorts of 
dance into the studio from around the world. We thank the 
Community Foundation so much for this.”

Other awardees were the Leggett Volunteer Fire 
Department and the School of Adaptive Agriculture. The 
fire department grant is to modernize its community center. 
They are the community hub for the northernmost part of the 
county, with meeting space and commercial kitchen. They 
are excited to replace aging appliances and spruce up the 
place.

The School of Adaptive Agriculture will partner with Doug 
Mosel to teach a series of grain growing and harvesting 
workshops. Mendocino County used to have agricultural 
infrastructure that has been lost over time. These workshops 
will reintroduce attendees to the harvesting combine, share 
planting techniques, and provide business skills.

KLLG Radio and Sherwood Firewise were the recipients 
of the Community Resiliency and Preparedness grants. 
Allende described the Community Foundation’s work to 
help with recovery from the wildfires of the past few years. 
“As we were doing that response it became really important, 
especially for those of who were knee-deep in it, to have 
a sense of hope. We want to make sure that the outlying 
areas of our county are prepared.”

The Community Resilience and Preparedness fund 
supports community efforts to prepare for future disasters. 
The Little Lake Grange’s KLLG Radio station received 
an emergency generator, so that they can provide 
communications even when power is lost. Liam UiCearbhaill 
and radio engineer Mike Burgess described how during the 
fires in 2017 they made sure the radio station was operating 
24 hours a day.

However, that time they had power; it was the phone 
and internet communication that was down. Now Grange 
members have been taking it upon themselves to become 
certified HAM radio operators, including Pat Collins, general 
manager of KLLG. This will allow the radio station to share 
information from the most reliable form of communication 
during an emergency. The Sherwood Firewise group 
received a grant to help update evacuation routes out of 
Brooktrails and share fire prevention information. 

This marks the 25th anniversary year for the Community 
Foundation, and they gave special acknowledgment to a 
number of area non-profits as part of the celebration. This 
included Laytonville Healthy Start, which provides numerous 
services including childhood development, counseling, and 
recreation opportunities; Laytonville Skate Park which, after 
many years of fundraising, including a grant from the Tony 
Hawk Foundation, has begun construction; Piercy Fire 
Protection District, which not only protects the safety of the 
north county but also serves as a true community center 
and hub; Nuestra Alianza de Willits for supporting the needs 
of residents who have English as a second language; Willits 
Center for the Arts for providing a high-quality space for 
creation and appreciation of art; and Willits Kids Club for 
their long legacy of improving the lives of Willits youth. 

No one at the Community Foundations grant reception 
left without a smile on their face. As Program Director 
Michelle Rich explained to the group, over $120,000 was 
granted out of the Community Enrichment Program county-
wide this year.

“We could not do this work without our dedicated 
volunteer grant reviewers,” Rich said. “And we would not 
do this without our nonprofit partners doing their work on 
the ground.” This sentiment of gratitude was shared by all. 

The rest of
Foundation From Page B1
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Emergency Services 
inspired by your love 

Life is filled with magical moments and we are inspired by your ability to embrace them. 
That’s why at Adventist Health Howard Memorial, we are prepared for the moments you 
need us most. Our emergency room features short wait times, private rooms and a team 
of experienced physicians and nurses ready to act fast. And with telemedicine connectivity 
to UC Davis Pediatrics, you can have the best technology and expertise within reach so you 
can get back to making those precious memories sooner. 

Alana and  
Rory Hastings

For life’s precious moments, you don’t want to miss 

Alana Hastings brought her three-year old son, 
Rory to Adventist Health Howard Memorial’s 
ER due to severe swelling. Thanks to the staff and 
with help from pediatric experts from UC Davis, 
they were able to diagnose and treat Rory’s  
serious infection. 

Alana is grateful for the coordination between the 
two hospitals and the ability to have access to 
experts locally. “It helps that we didn’t have to drive 
four hours for a diagnosis. That reassurance and 
not having to worry is just priceless especially  
for a first time parent.”

Learn more at adventisthealth.org/
howard-memorial 
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