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County
cannabis
administrator

has
departed
Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Above, from left: Willits Little League President Stan Cooley high fives members of the T-Ball River Bandits as they come on stage
during the Opening Day Ceremonies. Lots of family and friends came to watch and cheer on the announcement of the teams, including
from left, Danielle Agrenbroad, T-Ball Knights player Khloe Beck, mom Michelle Beck and Katelyn Agrenbroad. Majors Diamondbacks
Team with manager Wesley Lowham. Below: Junior / Senior A’s Team is managed by Adam Hughes and Coach David Coughlin.

Chevon Holmes is out
as program administrator
of the county’s cannabis
unit, Sean Connell, the
unit’s program manager
revealed Tuesday during
supervisors’
discussion
of the county’s cannabis
program.

Read the rest of

Over on page 11

Hart inquest
rulings:
Murder, suicide
Dan McKee

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

It took a coroner’s jury
less than an hour last Thursday to rule unanimously that
the six adopted children of
Jennifer and Sarah Hart
died “at the hands of another” when the family’s SUV
plunged over a 100-foot cliff
on the “rugged and unforgiving coast of Mendocino
County” near Westport on
March 26, 2018.
The children – 19-yearold Markis Hart, 16-year-old,
Hannah Hart, 15-year-old
Devonte Hart, 14-year-old
Jeremiah Hart, 14-year-old
Abigail Hart, and 12-yearold Ciera Hart – were killed
by their adoptive parents,
the jury ruled. The two women, both 38, committed suicide.
Read more of

Inquest

Over on page 11

Photos by Maureen Moore

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Let’s Play Ball!
Rainy weather didn’t deter Willits Redwood Little League from
holding Opening Day Ceremonies to delight of beaming audience
Coaches, parents and players alike have been watching
the weather closely, hoping that a long enough break in the
rain will allow the start of the 2019 Willits Redwood Little
League season to begin – especially on the field.
While practices and games have been delayed due to
wet fields since the season’s official
Maureen Moore beginning, the weather didn’t get
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com to play a factor in the Opening Day
Ceremonies, however, which took
place at the Willits High School auditorium on Saturday,
April 6.
Willits Redwood Little League president Stan Cooley
welcomed the players and room filled with proud parents
and friends to the ceremonies and had the coaches came
up one by one to introduce the some 230 players ranging
from age 4 to 15 across 20 teams.
Former Willits Redwood Little League president Clint
Jewell and his grandson CJ Jewell were the selected
honorees to throw and receive the first pitch of the season
– one thrown across the stage of Willits High School – and
Clint’s wife, Kimberly Jewell, pulled the first winning ticket
for the league’s Cash Calendar raffle.
The lucky winner of $250 in cash was Chris Bartow. His
ticket will be tossed back in the pool with the other tickets
for additional chances to win cash prizes at league games
– $40 on Wednesdays and $20 on all other days – as well
as another chance at $250 at the Closing Day Ceremonies.
Tickets are still available to purchase for $20 each. Funds
raised from the raffle will go to help finance batting cages.
For more information and updates, check out the

Read the rest of

WELL

Over on page 13

league’s page on Facebook under “Willits Redwood Little
League.”

Team rosters for 2019 season:

LLFD will
receive
bond rating
April 15

Holly Madrigal

The Willits Redwood Little League Junior / Senior A’s
Team is managed by Adam Hughes and Coach David
Coughlin. There are 13 players this year, ranging from
age 13 to 15. Players include: Jesse Arms, Jackson Blum,
Mitchell Coughlin, Degan Dykes, Terrin Findley, Gunner
Globe, Jacob Grooms, Jerardo Gutierrez, Diego Hughes,
Dane Jennison, Leo Moratti, Mason Oltjenbruns and Kailub
San Diego.

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The Little Lake Fire
District board took a
moment during its Tuesday
night meeting to check out
the department’s new 5401
command vehicle.

The Willits Redwood Little League Junior / Senior
Giants Team is managed by Travis Dockins. There are
12 players this year, ranging from age 13 to 15. Players
include: Spencer Bufardeci, Kooper Dockins, Tanner Drew,
Forrester, Dominick Kvasnicka, Harless Lukenbill, Cole
Moyle, Shyler Noel, Carson Quinliven, Adrien Rabano,
Christian Ramirez and Joseph Smith.

The smaller rig fits in
a specially adapted Ram
truck and holds 110 gallons
of water within its camper
shell, as well as spray
foam, turnouts, gear and
emergency supplies.

The Willits Redwood Little League Majors Giants Team
is managed by Travis Dockins, Coach John Weiss, and
Assistant Coach Craig Dudley. There are 12 players this
year, ranging from age 11 to 12. Players include: Kolbe
Bufardeci, Gage Chavan, Clayton Cooley, Davon Dockins,
Deagan Dockins, Tanner Dudley, Jayden Finley, Porter
Garman, Kaiden Oliver, Kevin Rountree, Owen Schuster
and Colton Weiss.

Read the rest of

Read the rest of

Baseball

Over on Page 15

Willits PD
Round-up

Command vehicles are
often first on the scene
and can provide immediate
response to an incident and
potentially keep a small
blaze or fire from spreading
to a neighboring house.

Rating

Over on page 13

BOS approves
museum policy
statements

Willits man held on
drug charges
Larry
Philippe
St.
Laurent, 44, of Willits,
was arrested Tuesday,
April 9, following an 8 am
search of his home in the
200 block of Alice Drive by
Willits police officers, with
assistance from members
of the Mendocino County
Major Crimes Task Force,
Mendocino County Sheriff’s
Office deputies, CalFire law
enforcement
personnel,
and Mendocino County
Probation
Department
officers.

Forrest Glyer

Sustainability was the
focus on March 28 at the
Willits Environmental Hub as
a group of activists, business
owners,
local
elected
officials, and representatives
from Sonoma Clean Power
gathered
together
for
an energy forum hosted
by
Willits
Economic
Localization (WELL).
Local
renewable
energy pioneers Michael
Hackleman, John Takes and
Keith Rutledge all spoke
at the event, as did Third
District Supervisor John

Connell was informing
Second District Supervisor
John McCowen on the
status of McCowen’s
recommendation that a 30day window be imposed
on people whose permit
applications had been

Departed

focuses
on energy
sustainability

Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Supervisors on Tuesday
unanimously approved four
policy statements pertaining to the Mendocino County Museum and one policy
statement pertaining to the
Cultural Services Agency.

St. Laurent was booked
at the county jail for violation
of probation, possession
of a controlled substance,

The policy statements
pertaining to the museum
have been in the works
since November 2017,
when museum Curator
Karen Mattson was hired.
Cultural Services Agency Director Karen Horner
told supervisors she and
Mattson, as well as museum Program Administrator
Megan Dukett, had worked
with the Museum Advisory
Board to finalize the lan-

Read the rest of

Read the rest of

The arrest followed an
investigation by WPD
officers.

Round-up
Over on page 6

Above, left: The T-Ball Knights Team is managed by Chris Bickford and Coach Alma Bickford. Above, right: Grandson CJ and Grandpa
and former Willits Redwood Little League president Clint Jewell threw the first pitch at the Opening Day Ceremonies. Below, left: It
was a full house at the Willits High School auditorium Saturday morning for the ceremonies. Below, right: The Minors Red Sox Team is
managed by Stan Cooley and Assistant Coach Aaron Branscomb.

Museum

Over on page 6

What do YOU
think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you
letters from our readers

Otters back in the water

Thanks to the students

To the Editor:

To the Editor:

The Willits Otters Swim Team has begun the 2019
swim season. The Otters took to the water in Rohnert
Park marking the first swim meet of the season. The
swimmers put forth a tremendous effort placing well
in the competition while taking multiple first- and
second-place ribbons. Fourteen of the 24 events the
Otters entered were personal best times.

Two articles in the recent edition of The Wolverine,
included in Willits Weekly’s April 4 issue, about
activist teens rocked: Alyssa Fraser’s well-written
article about the benefits of cat petting as a way
to de-stress and get in touch with joy. My Millie
and many other cats around the world are service
animals, however unofficially, like their noble fellow
dogs. Now we have the science. Take the writer’s
advice: go out and pet a kitty, for your heart and
soul’s sake.

The swimmers representing our community were
Aedan Lockwood-Chenelle, Isaac Silva, Kaylen
Thom, Shelby Bowen, Farrow Lockwood-Chenelle,
and Jared Dunham.
The Otters Swim Team will be accepting new
applications on Monday, April 15 at 3:45 pm at the
Willits High School Pool for the Spring/Summer
season. Practice is held from 4:45 pm to 5:15 pm for
the Pups and 5:15 pm to 6:45 pm for the Otters. The
Willits Otters Board is currently planning the addition
of a Fall/Winter season that will allow the program to
serve children year-round.
The Willits Otters extend a warm appreciation to all
of our community members and businesses that
support our swim program and to those offering
scholarships to the swimmers that may not be able
to participate except for their generosity. We are
looking towards another great season. Go Otters!

The Willits High School students’ walkout March
15, in solidarity with the international climate
sanity protests, makes me feel proud and hopeful.
Internationally, thousands of young people, sparked
by 16-year-old Greta Thunberg of the UK (now a
Nobel Peace Prize candidate), are speaking and
acting up about the catastrophic climate change
crisis which they inherit from us daily.
Thank you Mora Moratti, Alyssa Fraser, Jada
Smith, Teo Labus, the other 46 students, and the
administration for understanding that nothing could
be more important than galvanizing around our
planet’s well-being and very survival. And thanks to
the Weekly for including The Wolverine section.
Melinda Clarke, Willits

Robert Chavez, coach, Willits Otters

WCS Travel Club fundraisers
Donate at the Safeway checkout

To the Editor:

To the Editor:

The Willits Charter School Travel Club would like
to invite members of the Willits community to help
support us in our upcoming fundraising events.

The Cancer Resource Centers of Mendocino
County provided services to 501 individuals with
cancer in Mendocino County last year, an increase
of 20 percent in just one year. We raise our entire
operating budget each year through donations,
grants and fundraising.
CRC has received a grant from the Safeway
Foundation each year since 2007, a total of $126,000
over the past 12 years. This funding supports our
efforts to provide personalized assistance, free of
charge, to every person with cancer in Mendocino
County.
During the month of April, Safeway customers have
the opportunity to give a dollar or three or more, at
the checkout point of sale. It is so easy to do!
I want to be sure that our community is aware that
a local, grassroots nonprofit is a beneficiary of
this funding, and that the size of our grant award
depends in part upon how much is collected at the
Safeway stores throughout Northern California.
We are grateful to the Safeway Foundation and to
the local shoppers who support this campaign. For
more information about our work, visit our website:
crcmendocino.org.
Karen Oslund, executive director, Cancer
Resource Centers of Mendocino County

The Rules:

We will be hosting a rummage sale this weekend
(April 13) from 9 am to 2 pm at the Willits Charter
School, 1431 South Main Street.
We are excited to announce our Golf Tournament
Fundraiser which will be held Saturday, April 27. This
unique fundraising event will be at the Brooktrails
Golf Course. In order to make this event successful,
we need the support of our community to provide
prizes or advertising. Local businesses can help
by sponsoring a hole or providing prizes for our
participants.
For all interested golfers, it’s not too late to sign up
to play. Willits Charter School has sign-up forms
available from 8 am to 4:30 pm from Monday through
Friday. For those who like to multi-task, come by our
rummage sale on Saturday, and sign up for the golf
tournament! For information call 459-5506.
We have worked hard all year fundraising for our trip
to New York City and Boston, and can’t wait to see
the many historical sites that we have learned about
in our history classes.
We appreciate the Willits community for your
support at past fundraisers, and hope to see you at
our future fundraising events.
Mimi Leon and Sheridan Wood (eighth
grade), Willits Charter School Travel Club

LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to
once every four weeks.
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits,
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

Caltrans announces 2019
transportation scholarships
Submitted by Caltrans District 1
Your local office of the California Department of Transportation,
District 1, in conjunction with the California Transportation
Foundation and Caltrans Social Fund, is pleased to announce the
availability of two $1,500 scholarships.
The scholarships are competitive and based upon the applicant’s
commitment to a career in transportation, academic record, and
participation in extra-curricular or community-related activities.
Financial need will serve as a higher priority when determining
the winner of one of the scholarships. Applicants must meet the
following criteria:
• Must be a high school senior or first- or second-year college
student from or residing in Humboldt, Del Norte, Lake or Mendocino
County.
• Must plan to pursue a career in transportation.
• Must attend or be accepted to a California University or
institution.
• Must provide an official transcript to verify Grade Point Average
(GPA).
• Must provide a description of participation in extra-curricular
and/or community-related activities
• Letters of recommendation will be considered.
Applications must be postmarked by Friday, May 10, 2019. The
application is available at this link:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist1/scholarship.htm.
For questions regarding the scholarship or for applications,
contact Caltrans District 1 Public Information Officer Cori Reed at
707-441-4678 or Cori.Reed@dot.ca.gov.
Please note that students related to Caltrans’ employees may
apply.

Mendocino County 4-H participating
in Mendo Human Race, May 4
Submitted by the University of
California Cooperative Extension
The Mendocino County 4-H Program is officially part of the Mendo
Human Race 5k for the first time ever this year!
The Human Race is a 5k Walk or Timed Run that takes place on
May 4, 2019 starting at Alex R Thomas Plaza in Ukiah at 9 am. Early
registration starts at 8 am. The event is a collaborative community
fundraiser that supports charities by raising funds and building
community awareness.
North Coast Opportunities’ Hands On Volunteer Network provides
the marketing, publicity, materials and experienced assistance.
Charities and businesses provide the people power!
Prior to race day, local businesses and organizations form teams
and collect donations in support of their charity. A small percentage
of each team’s total goes to NCO to cover the cost of hosting the
event.
On race day, the teams show up, many in outrageous costumes,
to either walk or run the 5k that winds through the streets of Ukiah.
The Human Race is a proven fundraiser across the United
States and continues to grow in popularity each year. It’s a fun and
effective way to raise money for our local non-profits and support
our community. Go online to sign up now! https://runsignup.com/
Race/CA/Ukiah/2019MendoHumanRace

Above, from left: Inside the new barbershop, Silbino
and Jesus Ruiz style two young men, while several
customers wait their turn. A traditional barber
pole turns out front of Main Street Barbershop to
indicate the shop is open. Silbino Ruiz, left, and his
son, Jesus Ruiz, work side-by-side to give timeless
cuts with a modern eye to styling and design.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Family Barbers

Father and son create timeless cuts with modern
techniques at Main Street Barbershop
“Both my boys really like the haircut
they get here, and it has a really good
atmosphere,” explained Steve Spackman
who had one son, Collin, on the chair and
the other playing on the ample floor space.

or current events or what is happening
around town. The wide-screen TV is tuned
to whatever sports event is happening at
the time. There is a refrigerator with cold
drinks.

The Main Street
Barbershop, which
opened
at
the
beginning of this
year, is a throwback to the days when one
could go to a shop for a good basic cut by
a barber who takes his time and cuts each
hair in order to produce the perfect cut to
each customer’s specifications.

Ruiz has wanted to be a barber for a long
time but had children at an early age and
had to go to work. He started out at Irene’s
Beauty Salon in Willits, after a nine-month
intensive full-time course at Ukiah Beauty
School. She was very encouraging and did
not charge him rent.

Mathew Caine

Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Owner Silbino “Sal” Ruiz and his son,
Jesus, known as “Chewy,” provide an
atmosphere of pleasant perfection, a place
to take the whole family for quality men’s
cuts.
Ruiz won’t do layered long hair styles
or intricate designs cut into short, colored
looks. That’s not his style. He prefers to
specialize in straight-forward, shorter hair
of the older days, but with a modern eye
to styling and design. His son is learning
some of the design-oriented styles, but is
in no hurry to include them in his repertoire
unless requested.
The new shop is at 525 South Main
Street, next to 707 Apparel and More, and
has plenty of parking for the clients. From
the revolving barber pole to the genial
atmosphere, the shop is a pleasant place
to spend some time while waiting for a turn
on the chair.

“She just wanted a barber in there,”
explains Ruiz. “Anytime I became
frustrated, she would convince me to stay.
I wasn’t that proficient at that point. Then I
worked at a shop near the courthouse in
Ukiah. After that I went to work for a friend
who was a long-time barber in Cloverdale.
“He taught me a lot,” Ruiz continues. “I
saved up all my money, working at the shop
and at a factory. I learned about business
and gained skills.” Ruiz wanted to open
his own shop in Willits and soon found his
current location.
Since the shop’s opening in January,
Ruiz’s customer list has been growing,
as people get to know him and enjoy the
work that he does. He is promoting Main
Street Barbershop only on Facebook and
Instagram at the moment, as word of mouth
is serving him well.
Jesus started barbering on his own
Read the rest of

Barbers

People talk with each other, about sports

Mendocino County 4-H is hoping to have supporters join them in
4-H colors (green and white) during the race/walk and welcomes
any fundraising efforts to support their program!

Over on Page 15

Willits Librar y Spring

If you would like to get more information on how to help support
your local 4-H, please contact Jessica Farfan, 4-H community
educator, University of California Cooperative Extension, at 707972-8788 or jfarfan@ucanr.edu

We’ll Turn that Frown
Upside Down

Rain Totals in Willits
(Note: Willits Weekly’s “rain year” started September 29, with the first local rains.)
57.84”
45.76”
55.05”
50.96”
59.47”

When your child
is sick our team
is here to help.
Call for an
appointment today!

when: Thursday, 6 - 9 pm
(FOWL members only)
Friday, 10 am - 6 pm
Saturday, 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday, 10 am - 3 pm
($5 a grocery-sized bag day!)

Precipitation in the Willits area as of April 10

National Weather Service, Willits Howard Ranger Station
Mendocino College North County Center
Willits sewer plant
High Horse Ranch
Highway 20, Willits

Above: Jesus Ruiz uses the clippers to give Tanner Dudley a modern “fade” style. Below: Silbino
“Sal” Ruiz, the owner of the new Main Street Barbershop, studies a young man’s hair as he does a
careful cut.

as of 4/10/2019 at 12 pm
as of 4/10/2019 at 12 pm
as of 4/10/2019 at 10 am
as of 4/10/2019 at 12 pm
as of 4/10/2019 at 12 pm

where: Willits Community Center
111 E. Commercial St., Willits
bring: your book bag

(707) 456-9600
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45 Hazel St., Willits

littlelakehealthcenter.org
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.
WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL,
MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP
AND OTHER INSURANCE.
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

®

COBURN’S

CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.
CA LIC #392108

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY
Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business
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Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490

707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• ICF Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Puzzle Page
Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

April 1 to April 7
HOW TO

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 184 incidents in this
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests
April 1
12:29 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of West
Commercial Street.
12:46 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 200 block of South
Humboldt Street.
1:47 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
5:58 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 300 block of
Creekside Drive.
6:46 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 400 block of East
Commercial Street.
9:11 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 200 block of
North Main Street.
11:07 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of
Elm Lane.

April 2

BALL
BASEBALL
BASES
BASKETBALL
CATCH
CELEBRATE
CLOCK
COURT
FANS

FIELD
FOOTBALL
FRANCHISE
FUMBLE
GOLF
GRASS
GREEN
INNING
LINEUP

NET
OPPOSITION
PITCH
PLAYERS
PRACTICE
QUARTER
REFEREE
ROSTER
RUGBY

SCORE
SOCCER
SPORTS
STADIUM
STRIKE
TEAM
TENNIS
TRACK
WIN

7:23 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation near the intersection of
Redwood Avenue and Sequoia Boulevard.
10:14 am: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
11:36 am: Officers responded to a
report of threats in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
5:10 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of East San
Francisco Avenue and issued a warning.
6:38 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 200 block of Holly Street.
9:05 pm: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 1500 block of South
Main Street.

April 3
5:14 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
Alder Court.
8:00 am: BYER, David Wesley (35) of
Willits was contacted near the intersection
of Blosser Lane and Franklin Avenue. He
was arrested on misdemeanor charges of
petty theft, disobeying a court order, and
violation of probation.
8:55 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 800 block of
South Main Street.
10:37 am: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious vehicle in the 100 block of
North Main Street.
11:33 am: Officers responded to a report
of an assault in the 1200 block of Blosser
Lane.

1:05 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1200 block of Blosser
Lane.
1:52 pm: Officers responded to a report of
harassment in the 100 block of Northbrook
Way.
3:18 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.

April 4
8:00 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street and issued a warning.
8:38 am: Officers responded to a report
of panhandling in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
11:32 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 200 block of South Main
Street.
11:13 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.

April 5
3:09 am: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 300 block of
Creekside Drive.
5:30 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 200 block of Bonnie
Lane and issued a warning.
11:42 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1600 block of Elm Lane.

April 6
12:32 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1500 block of South
Main Street and issued a warning.
10:40 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 200 block of North
Lenore Avenue.
3:33 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Mendocino Avenue.

April 7
7:03 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 200 block of Holly
Street.
9:26 am: MAGPIE Jr., Calvin (36) of
Sacramento was contacted in the 600 block
of Crest Drive. He was arrested pursuant
to 14601 VC (Driving on a Suspended
License), 148 PC (Resisting Arrest), and
on felony charges of violation of probation.
11:06 am: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
2:35 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run
vehicle collision investigation near the
intersection of Locust Street and Holly
Street.
10:25 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1400 block of
South Main Street.

A Taste of India
TnT Market now offers authentic and tasty Indian
food for lunch or dinner five days a week

“A Taste of India,” the new restaurant
at TnT Market featuring Indian food from
chef and owner Peter Mann, is a welcome
addition to the Willits restaurant scene.
Mann offered occasional evenings of his
authentic but not-too-spicy-for-Americantastes Indian food some years ago, but
this time, the restaurant is open five days
a week for lunch and dinner: Tuesday
through Saturday, from 11 am to 10 pm.
His former customers are already
regulars again – business since the March
opening has exceeded his expectations,
Mann said.
New customers,
too, are discovering
the tasty offerings –
all made by hand –
at the West Commercial Street shop. Mann
is always happy to give out samples of his
dishes – and he loves to talk to customers
about what’s in his food and the traditions
behind it.
Jennifer Poole

Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

“It’s really good – it’s so good with all the
peas,” said one lunch customer looking
at the options at the Taste of India steam
table recently. “I know, I got that last time.
It’s hard to decide,” another customer trying
to decide what to order commented. “It’s all
good.”
“Your cheese tastes so good,” another
customer said. “Do you make your own
yoghurt?”
“We make everything,” Mann said, “our
own yoghurt and chutney. Everything is
fresh. No chemicals. All the food we make
is from scratch. We make the meat and
cheese dishes the day before, each day, to
soak in the flavors.”
“We always have two chicken choices,”
Mann said, “one lamb dish and one goat
dish, and four different veggie dishes.”
Chicken dishes may be a good choice
Read the rest of
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FIRE CALLS

CLUES ACROSS
1. Often romantic
composition
5. Lunar term
10. California mountain
12. Spiral staircase pillars
14. ‘Heat’ director
16. Tellurium
18. Gateway (Arabic)
19. No (Scottish)
20. Greek prophetess
22. A team’s best pitcher
23. Bard’s way of saying
‘have’
25. Indigenous group of
the Philippines
26. Danish krone
27. Type of squad
28. Possesses
30. Part of the face
31. Very small amount of
time (abbr.)
33. Churches have lots of
them
35. Modern day ‘letter’
37. Della __, singer
38. Informed upon
40. Type of house
41. Folk singer DiFranco
42. A baglike structure in
a plant or animal
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44. Car mechanics group
45. Belonging to us
48. Pack neatly
50. Forming the bottom layer
52. How fast you’re going
53. Sea eagles
55. Cool!
56. Military mailbox
57. Type of lawyer
58. Type of monk
63. Respect due
to an ancestor
65. Took to the sea
66. Members of a
Semitic people
67. A way to march

CLUES DOWN

1. Political action committee
2. __kosh, near Lake
Winnebago
3. When you hope
to get there
4. Woman who followed
Bacchus
5. Cause to become
entangled
6. Green veggie
7. Stiff bristles
8. Pass in Alps

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

9. Atomic #81
10. A sharp blow
11. Bears engage in it
13. Prevents progress
15. Young boy
17. A way to go on
18. Not good
21. A ballet enthusiast
23. Ad __
24. Bar bill
27. A genus of badgers
29. ‘No __!’
32. Get off your feet
34. Franklin was one
35. Removed
36. Used to catch poachers
39. Hit lightly
40. Crony
43. Stroke
44. One who obtains pleasure
by inflicting pain on others
46. __ the ante
47. Greek letter
49. ‘Wings’ actor Steven
51. Unhappy
54. Hair-like structure
59. Pick up
60. Type of transportation
61. Worn with a suit
62. Something similar to
another already referred to
64. Farm state

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

India

Above, left, top: A Taste of India chef Peter Mann and his wife, Parminder.
Above, left: Indian samosas – made with vegan pastry stuffed with seasoned potatoes and peas –
are a quick grab-and-go item or appetizer at A Taste of India.
Above: Peter Mann, chef and owner of A Taste of India at TnT, checks his dishes at the steam table.
Below: The banner for “A Taste of India” hangs in the window of TnT on West Commercial Street.
At bottom: A Taste of India always offers a choice of two chicken dishes, a lamb dish, a goat dish
and four vegetarian or vegan dishes.
Photos by Mathew Caine

for anybody unfamiliar with Indian food:
Offerings include Chicken Tikka Masala
(in a mild creamy curry sauce, with an
optional touch of ground cashew), Butter
Chicken (a “new generation” Indian dish,
Mann said, made with boneless chicken in
a thick buttery gravy with optional ground
cashew), or Chicken Coconut Curry (with
coconut milk, ginger, garlic, spices and a
touch of basil).
There’s a delicious selection of
condiments to choose from for any of the
dishes: raita sauce made with homemade
yoghurt with different flavors and
seasonings (sometimes mango), chutney,
mint sauce, a mixed Indian pickle, or
freshly chopped cilantro. “Some cook the
cilantro in the food,” he said, “but I like it
added fresh.”
The vegetarian dishes are popular, too.
A Taste of India always offers Dal (whole
black matpe beans and kidney beans with
onions, tomato, ginger and garlic), Channa
Masala (chickpeas with fresh tomato and
onion), and Mateer Paneer (green peas
cooked with homemade Indian cheese,
onions, tomato, ginger and garlic). There’s
also a selection of seasonal veggie and
vegan dishes, including Aloo Bengan (fresh
Japanese eggplant cooked with potatoes
and tomatoes and Indian spices), Aloo
Gobi (fresh cauliflower cooked the same
way), and Shimla Mirch (green bell pepper
cooked with potatoes and onions).
A Taste of India offers a traditional (but
mild) Lamb Curry as well as Lamb Saag
(cooked with mildly spiced spinach), and
also a traditional (but mild) Goat Curry.
Customers who might like to try their food a
little spicier can request a little extra green
chili.
Stone
Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways
Flagstone Patios
Stone Fireplaces
Plants and Irrigation

Over on Page 15

Just In Time For Easter...
See’s Chocolate Eggs

April 1 to April 7, 2019
04-04-19 (Highway 101,
mile marker 54)

Variety of Chocolate Easter Eggs.....$600
Bunny Hop Box............................$800
Peanut Brittle (1.5 Lb.).............$2150
Lollypops...................................$100

Debris fire: Little Lake Fire responded to
a fully involved couch fire on the shoulder of
the highway. Fire units extinguished the fire
as well as constructed handline around the
area. 7 firefighters responded for service.

Chocolates (1 Lb. Box):
Dark........................................$2150
Nuts & Chews............................$2150
Assorted..................................$2150
Soft Centers.............................$2150

by LLFD Training Chief Eric Alvarez

04-01-19 (North Highway 101)
Medical assist: Little Lake Fire assisted
the current medic unit at scene with patient
packaging and loading into the ambulance
for transport to Adventist Health Howard
Memorial. 5 firefighters responded for
service.

04-02-19 (Northbrook Way)
Medical assist: Little Lake Fire responded
to a medical call; during the response all
fire units were canceled. 9 firefighters
responded for service.

04-03-19 (Barbara Lane)
Medical assist: Little Lake Fire assisted
the current medic unit at scene with loading
the patient into the ambulance for transport
to Adventist Health Howard Memorial. 12
firefighters responded for service.

04-05-19 (Highway 20,
mile marker 19)
Traffic accident: Little Lake Fire
responded to a reported vehicle roll-over.
Upon arrival the patient had self-extricated
and was cleared by medical staff at scene.
4 firefighters responded for service.
Medical assist: Little Lake Fire
responded to a reported CPR in progress
call; upon arrival fire units were released by
current medical staff at scene. 9 firefighters
responded for service.
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707-459-6826

“Stonework a Specialty”

Louis Rohlicek
License #542392

SHAZAM!
TRANSCENDENCE

04-07-19 (Grove Street)

Willits Weekly is locally owned and operated!
Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

1501 BAECHTEL RD.
WILLITS

57 East Commercial Street - Willits

707-459-NOYO (6696)
www.noyotheatre.com

VIDEO GAMES
ON THE
BIG SCREEN
Coming
Soon!
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Avengers:
Friday 4/25 Grand Endgame
Budapest Hotel
Willits Weekly | April 11, 2019

(PG13) 2 hrs 12 mins
(PG 13) 2 hrs
Fri:
5:30 & 8:30pm
Sat:
2:30, 5:30 & 8:30pm
Sun:
1:30, 4:30 & 7:30pm
Mon-Thurs:
4:30 & 7:30pm

Movie
4/18
MovieTimes
Timesfor
for4/12
4/18thru
- 4/24

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

DUMBO
RIO2(2019)
(PG) 1 hr 52 mins
(G) 1hr 45mins
Fri:
5:15 & 7:45pm
Sat:
2:45, 5:15 & 7:45pm
Sun:
1:45, 4:15 & 6:45pm
Mon-Thurs:
4:15 & 6:45pm

CAPT.
AMERICA:
PET
SEMATARY
Winter Soldier

(R) 1 hr 40 mins
(PG 13) 2hr 16mins
Fri:
4:30, 6:45 & 9:00pm
Sat:
2:15, 4:30, 6:45 & 9:00pm
Sun:
1:15, 3:30, 5:45 & 8:00pm
Mon-Thurs:
5:45 & 8:00pm

Tightwad
for Apr.
16thare
is in
in RED
RED -- All
tickets: $5
$5
This
Week’sTuesday
TightwadTitle
Tuesday
Titles
All tickets:

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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The rest of

Museum

From Page 1

An open letter to fellow members
of the Measure B Committee

guage in the four statements.
Horner noted it was necessary to update
the various statements, since the museum’s
collection of policy statements had not been
approved by supervisors since 1983.

by Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman

The museum’s mission statement
says: “The Mendocino County Museum is
dedicated to preserving and interpreting
its museum collections for the purpose
of educating and inspiring awareness of
the peoples, communities and history of
Mendocino County for the enjoyment and
benefit of county residents and visitors.”
The museum’s code of ethics states:
“Museum staff and volunteers recognize
that to maintain public confidence in and
support for purposes of this institution it is
necessary to adhere to high standards of a
professional and personal conduct.”
It goes on to list four core principles,
including loyalty, respect, confidentiality and
avoidance of conflicts of interest.

The museum’s Visitor Behavior Policy
notes the museum does not allow food,
drinking, smoking or animals (except
trained service animals) in the facility. It
restricts bringing large containers into
the museum, such as boxes, packages,
backpacks, large bags or purses, as well
as umbrellas. It requires museum visitors
be fully dressed and notes several types
of “disruptive or harassing behavior” will
not be permitted, including the making of
excessive noise, using abusive language or
profanity, sexual harassment or overt sexual
behavior, overt signs of substance abuse,
including drunkenness, bringing sleeping
gear or sleeping bags onto museum
property, loitering, obstructing foot traffic
near the museum entrance, or using bikes,
skateboards, scooters, or skates anywhere
on museum property.
The lengthiest of the policy statements
was the collections policy, which was 10
pages long. It stated the museum will adhere
to a formal acquisitions process, using an
acquisitions qualification rubric and contains
a list of 10 prerequisites that museum staff
will use to determine whether an item will be
accepted as a donation to the museum.
The acquisition policy states: “In an attempt
to avoid encouraging, even indirectly, trade
in illicit or irresponsibly recovered object, the
museum will not authenticate or appraise
any object.”
The collections policy also contains policies
on “deaccessioning,” that is, removing an
object from the museum’s collection. It
notes four criteria for deaccessioning: 1.)
the artifact is not relevant to or consistent
with the museum’s mission; 2.) The artifact
is deemed to be an unnecessary duplicate
of others in the collection; 3.) The artifact
cannot be adequately stored or cared for in
a professional manner; and 4.) the artifact no
longer retains in physical integrity, its identity
cannot be determined, or its authenticity is in
question.
The collections policy includes a new
provision that the museum may now loan
materials to other museums and institutions.
The subsection states, “Upon the approval
of the Mendocino County Museum
Curator and Cultural Services Agency
Director, artifacts in the Mendocino County
Museum Collection may be loaned to other
museums, government agencies, or other
institutions on a case by case basis for a
period of time not to exceed one (1) year.
Mendocino County Museum does not allow
loans to private individuals. Loans may be
renewed after one (1) year. Requests for
outgoing loans must be made in writing and
approved with a signed Loan Agreement by
the Mendocino County Museum Curator and
Cultural Services Agency Director.”
The mission statement of the Cultural
Services Agency reads: “The mission of the
Cultural Services Agency is to enrich the
quality of life of all residents of Mendocino
County through maintaining and improving
the services of the Mendocino County
Library, the county museum and county
parks.”
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majority of the board of supervisors will support our plan.

We will soon approach our 1.5 year benchmark, yet our
accomplishments have been limited. I do not have any doubt
that all 11 of us have a sincere concern and goal of improving
the hundreds of lives that mental health has victimized. Our
rural county is now in a position that no other county in the
state has experienced. We are in the position of having the
financial resources to start the process of improving the overall
foundation of mental health services but for some reason, I
believe we are stymied.

I am pleading with our committee to make some strong and
uncomfortable decisions:

The question of putting the cart before the horse exists and
is on everyone’s mind during our meetings. The question of
who has the authority to start discussions with property owners
exists, and we must have this question answered. The board
of supervisors is waiting direction for our committee to make
decisions, and we apparently have had members approach
the board of supervisors for direction. The paradigm must be
changed.

Under the rubric of “respect,” the code
of ethics states: “As Mendocino County
Museum staff and volunteers, we will work
collaboratively and treat others with dignity
and respect. As such we also expect all
museum staff and volunteers to treat coworkers, guests, vendors, contracted
staff and others with equity, respect and
cooperation.”
Under “avoiding conflict of interest,” the
code of ethics states: “We will not use our
positions for personal gain or to benefit
another at the expense of the museum, its
mission, its reputation and public it serves.
No individual may be connected to a personal
interest or benefit financially from working
[for] or having a volunteering affiliation with
the Mendocino County Museum.”

I would like to thank you for serving our county on the
Measure B Committee. We are all on a team that is like none
other in California. We have been given an enormous task by
the voters to look into the future and advise the Mendocino
County Board of Supervisors on spending the tax dollars which
have been given a very specific purpose. We will be overseeing
the expenditure of almost $40,000,000 in the next five years.

We, the Measure B Committee, must be willing to make
very strong decisions and vigorously encourage the board of
supervisors to follow our direction. The voters were very direct
in supporting Measure B, with the caveat that our committee
oversee the expenditures. If we make strong recommendations
based on fact and fiscal responsibility, it is my belief that the
The rest of

Round-up

From Page 1

possession for sales of a controlled substance,
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
The controlled substances involved were
methamphetamine and psilocybin mushrooms.
“The Willits Police Department would like to
thank all the aforementioned agencies for their
assistance.”

Theft, vandalism led to arrest
Investigation of weekend thefts and vandalism
at the offices of the Sherwood Valley Tribal
Environmental Program by the Willits Police
Department led to the Tuesday arrest of 37-yearold Michael Ratley on suspicion of grand theft
and felony vandalism.
Ratley was booked into county jail and later
released without bail pending filing of charges of
being a felon in possession of a firearm.
These reports were based on press releases
from the Willits Police Department.

CalFire burn permits
available online for
Mendocino County
Submitted by CalFire, Mendocino Unit
The California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection has made residential burn permits
available online as of April 5, 2019, at no cost
to residents living within the state responsibility
area of Mendocino County.
Although CalFire burn permits are not
currently required for dooryard burning within
Mendocino County, the online application will
provide a convenient alternative to obtaining a
permit when the requirement resumes.
Applicants will access the website at https://
burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/, watch the mandatory
video which reviews burning requirements and
safety tips, fill in the required fields, submit the
form, and a dooryard burn permit will be created.
The applicant must then print the permit. Permits
are valid for the calendar year in which they are
issued and must be reissued annually on or after
January 1 of each year. Contact your local fire
department or CalFire to determine what permit
requirements or burning restrictions apply in
your area. CalFire in the Willits area may be
contacted at 459-7414.
In Mendocino County, the daily burn day status
may be obtained by calling Mendocino County
AQMD at 707-463-4391 or visiting the MCQAMD
web site at www.mendoair.org.
Residents are urged to take precautions while
burning outdoors to prevent sparking a wildfire.
A leading cause of wildfires this time of year is
from escaped landscape debris burning. Before
you burn, ensure it’s a permissive burn day by
contacting the local air quality district and then
make sure you have all required burn permits.
Ensure that piles from landscape debris are
no larger than 4 feet in diameter, have a 10 foot
clearance down to bare mineral soil around the
burn pile, and make sure a responsible adult is in
attendance at all times with a water source and
a shovel.
For more information on how you can protect
your family, home and property by creating
and maintaining defensible space, visit www.
readyforwildfire.org.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047
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Let us not allow others to do our hard work, and let us not
accept the responsibility of doing other committees’ and boards’
duties. We cannot shirk our mission, and we only weaken
other committees and boards’ responsibilities by spending our
precious time with academic questions relating to things that
are not on our list of duties.

Should we spend time and money on the old Howard Hospital
building?
Should we fully fund the Orchard Street Project?
What can we do on the coast to improve services?
Let’s cooperate in the name of improving the quality of lives
in our county, and at the same time, assist in reducing Public
Safety’s massive time involvement with so many mental health
contacts. Let’s work with our hospitals and reduce bed space
currently allocated to long-term mental health cases.

BUD GARMAN

If you have ever wondered if you can make a difference in
Mendocino County, I assure you that now is your time. Let’s
strive to make a positive difference that in the future will allow
the mission and purpose of Measure B to be recognized and
appreciated.

C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I N C

Lic# 679517

Very simply, in the words of George W. Romney, “If not us,
then who? If not now, then when?”
Thank you for your service; your dedication is sincerely
appreciated.
April 10, 2019

707-459-5859

Supes affirm planning and
building priorities
The board of supervisors on Tuesday confirmed a baker’s dozen list of action
priorities for the county’s Department of Planning and Building Services.
The list had been approved twice previously by supervisors: on November 13,
and again on March 26, but Director of Planning and Building Brent Schultz came
back to the board a third time to triple-check that the list was complete and up to
date.
He also urged that, if supervisors wanted to add anything to the list, they first
delete one of the current 13 items on the list so there would be no net increase of
labor involved.
Mike A’Dair
“We don’t have the staffing to add more items,” Schultz
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com
said. “We have a new staff. My most senior member is Julia
[recently hired Chief Planner Julia Krog]. There are only so
many labor hours in the day that we have.”
The list includes: 1.) integrate the cannabis unit into the department, focusing
on reducing inefficiencies and on eliminating the fiscal deficit; 2.) oversee the
completion of the Vineyard Crossing environmental impact report; 3.) identify
barriers to the Garden Gate project, a long-forestalled housing project in Ukiah;
4.) complete the housing element, a component of the county’s general plan; 5.)
work with the City of Ukiah on the Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Ukiah
Airport; 6.) complete the cannabis facilities ordinance for the coastal zone;
7.) complete an Oak Woodlands ordinance; 8.) complete a Coast Zone
Accessory Dwelling unit ordinance; 9.) focus on fire recovery efforts and projects
which will result in job creation and economic development; 10.) review the 50-foot
setback requirements in the Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance, and bring back an
amendment to the ordinance at a future date;
11.) prepare a report on Planning and Building Services fees to bring to the
board in time for budget discussion; 12.) amend the Coastal Zone Vacation Home
Rental Ordinance. Defer finalizing ordinance for one year, but in the interim, include
vacation home rental restrictions in the Coastal Zone Accessory Dwelling Unit
Ordinance; and 13.) formalize an agreement that new construction at the former
Masonite site just north of Ukiah will be exempt from property taxes and retail sales
taxes for a 10-year period from the date of construction.
Fifth District Supervisor Ted Williams asked Schultz to meet with him to discuss
what kind of technological upgrades would most benefit his department. County
CEO Carmel Angelo suggested Williams was asking too much of Schultz and the
planning and building staff.
“The staff is not going to be able to do all the priorities if every time we turn
around there’s another request by a board member for something to be done,”
Angelo said.
Williams then complained supervisors needed to do more to make economic
development a priority for the county. He suggested hiring a staff person to work
actively to recruit new businesses and industry into the county, adding that person
should be placed in the Department of Planning and Building Services.
Discussion turned to the advisability of having a board workshop on economic
development. Second District Supervisor John McCowen suggested he and
Williams work with Angelo to determine a date for the workshop and arrive at a
general scope of discussion.
Without taking a vote, board members agreed to accept Schultz’s list of priorities
as is, and to look forward to a board workshop on economic development that will
take place, probably, before July 1.

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

Above: Soroptimists pose with bunnies who will be available to snuggle
at the upcoming fundraiser, including, from left: Marilyn Hardin, Jennifer
Andrews, Vicki Ham, Fran Schatz, Loraine Patton and Heidi Ahders.
Below: Come hold a cute bunny in your photo on April 20 to help raise
money for the Soroptimists from 10 am to noon at J.D. Redhouse.

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

Bunny Time
with the
Soroptimists
Support the fundraising efforts of the Soroptimist
International of Willits by attending the 2019 Easter
Bunny Photo session at J.D. Redhouse on Saturday,
April 20 from 10 am to 12 pm.
Digital photos will be available for $5 each and shot
by local photographer, Maureen Moore. Several of
Mr. Easter Bunny’s live, furry friends will be on hand
to snuggle and cuddle during the photo session.
There will not be appointments – just drop in and
have your photo taken!

(707) 895-2031

Half of the total money collected on Saturday,
April 20 will be given to the Soroptimist International
of Willits Club to help them give out scholarships,
awards and more through their non-profit club.
The Soroptimists are the same group who publish
the local Community Telephone Directory and the
ads on this page are some local business that chose
to advertise in the phone book, and also bundle their
ads into Willits Weekly to offer additional advertising
alongside Soroptimist content.
– Maureen Moore

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

PayPal

Check

Cash

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular
online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

(707) 462-9605

(707) 462-9606

900 Talmage, Ukiah, CA 95482
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Thursday, April 11

What’s Happening Around Town

FOWL Spring Book Sale: Friends of the Willits
Library will be holding its big
Spring Book Sale April 11 to
Willits Librar y Spring
Shanachie Pub: La Dee
14 at the Willits Community
Da: Friday, April 12, 9 pm.
Center, 111 East Commercial
“Combining the enchantment
St., Willits. Thursday, April 11, 6
of Cocorosie with the attitude
to 9 pm (FOWL members only);
of Stereolab,” La Dee Da
when: Thursday, 6 - 9 pm
Friday, April 12, 10 am to 6 pm;
creates “a soundtrack to your
(FOWL members only)
Saturday, April 13, 10 am to 4
Friday, 10 am - 6 pm
dreams.”
https://ladeeda.
Saturday, 10 am - 4 pm
pm; Sunday, April 14, 10 am
Sunday, 10 am - 3 pm
bandcamp.com/. 50B South
($5 a grocery-sized bag day!)
to 3 pm. Sunday is $5 a bag
where: Willits Community Center
Main Street.
111 E. Commercial St., Willits
day. Bring your book bag or a
bring: your book bag
grocery bag and fill it up.
Saturday, April 13
Mendocino County Museum
Laytonville Little League
Modified Hours: Today only.
Opening Day: Saturday,
Thursday, April 11, the museum
April 13, 8 am, Bud Harwood
will be open 1 to 4:40 pm due
Field at Harwood Park in
to staff training. Regular hours,
Laytonville. “Opening Day
Wednesday through Sunday, 10
parade through town to thank
am to 4:30 pm, resume tomorrow.
our sponsors, followed by a pancake breakfast at
Willits Farmers Market: Market is indoors at the Harwood Hall.” Opening Day ceremony, 9 am on
Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street, Thursday, Harwood Field with games after 10 am.
April 11, 3 to 5:30 pm. Winter veggies, local meats,
sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory and Rummage Sale: Willits Charter School, 1431
sweet baked goods, including handcrafted bread. South Main Street, Saturday, April 13, 9 am to 2
More: gift items, dog treats, jams and jellies and pm. Fundraiser for the Willits Charter School Travel
savory preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, Club.
fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire FOWL Spring Book Sale: Saturday, April 13, 10
cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, am to 4 pm. See April 11 listing for details.
free herb talk, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and Bikers Against Child Abuse annual Pinwheel
more.
Release: Saturday, April 13, 12 pm, Commercial
Sherwood Firewise One-Year Anniversary and Main streets (northwest corner). The Mendocino
Celebration: Sherwood Firewise Communities’ County Chapter of Bikers Against Child Abuse has
monthly meeting, Thursday, April 11, 6 to 8 pm, updated their annual ceremony to use pinwheels
(ecologically safer) instead of their
at
the
Brooktrails
traditional red and black balloons, in
Community
Center,
honor of children who have suffered
celebrates the group’s
from or died as a result of child abuse
one-year anniversary.
in this county.
“Get
information
on the preparation
Sit n Sew: Saturday, April 13, 1 to
of emergency exit
5 pm. This is a free event. Bring a
routes, plans for safety
project to work on, sewing machine,
system, current status
and tools. Information:
of SafetyNet (and signRachel 707-354-0605.
up), and planning for
Willits Library, 390 East
the May 4 Firewise
Commercial Street.
Expo, exhibitions, and
“Knit for Our Troops”:
more. Receive valuable
Mendocino
County
information about how
Museum
hosts
a
“Knit
you can help keep
In”
to
produce
knitted
or
your home and our
crocheted
scarves
for
community safer before
the 2019 fire season begins.” More info: info@ military service members. Saturday,
April 13, 2 to 4 pm, Mendocino
sherwoodfirewise.org.
County Museum, 400 East
Commercial Street. Free admission.
Friday, April 12
All skill levels. Yarn and sample
FOWL Spring Book Sale: Friday, April 12, 10 am knitting/crochet patterns supplied,
to 6 pm. See April 11 listing for details.
while supplies last. Bring your own
Art Night: Marbled Paper: Do-It-Yourself marbled needles. Completed scarves mailed
paper, creating the effect with food coloring and to Operation Gratitude, a non-profit supporting U.S.
shaving cream. Supplies provided. Ages 5 and up. military members, for the “Hand Made with Love”
Friday, April 12, 11 am to 12 pm. Willits Library, 390 project. 400 East Commercial Street; 459-3736;
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/culturalEast Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
services-agency/museum
WCA Art Talks: Willits Center for the Arts curator
Gary Martin presents a talk on “What do these Juley’s Jugs Chili Cook-Off: “A fundraiser for
three paintings have in common?” looking at three Juley Ann Lynde, who on her 56th birthday was
artworks from Cezanne, Matisse and Picasso. diagnosed with stage 3 IBC breast cancer.” $25
Friday, April 12 at 6:30 pm. WCA, 71 East entry fee for each chili recipe, and taster tickets
Commercial Street. Info: 459-1726 or visit www. will be $10. There will be first and second prizes
in the cook-off and gift baskets raffled off as well.
willitscenterforthearts.org.
Saturday, April 13, 5 to 9 pm. Little John’s Place
Greg and Malakai Schindel at The Brickhouse:
Bar, 383 South Main Street. Information: 459-5636.
The Train Singer and the Singing Conductor will
be making a rare father-and-son appearance at Shanachie Pub: 19th Anniversary Party: Saturday,
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main Street, Friday, April 13 at 6 pm. Kenny Freeman opens the
show with his Texas blues and Americana. www.
April 12, 7 to 9 pm. $5 cover. Door prizes.

AT THE MOVIES

‘Shazam’

The Story: From DC Comics, an action fantasy
comedy adventure. The comedy is tongue-incheek. Billy Batson, a foster child with chip on his
shoulder, is 15 years old. A wizard gives Billy the
ability to become a super-powered hero by saying
the magic word, “Shazam!” Dr. Thaddeus Sivana
has supernatural powers. He is a grown-up neurotic
ne’er-do-well who has some serious issues with
Billy. This is a classic hungry-for-power scenario
pitting a teenager (who learns
Dan Essman to care about others) against
a strutting narcissistic bad guy.
Columnist
The inevitable fracas ensues.
My Thoughts: Good movie. The idea is simple and
compelling: A lonely teenager gets super-powers
and saves his family and friends from monsters.
Action action action with self-deprecating wiseass
commentary. The young actor Asher Angel who
plays Billy has attractive low-key charisma. Mark
Strong as Thaddeus is a fine villain. He smirks
and appropriately overacts and threatens quite
convincingly. Good acting, good fight scenes, a
movie with an important message of family and
courage; it’s a keeper. I recommend it. And it’s funny.
Parents: The flick is rated PG-13. The moral of the
flick is: Don’t blame others for your problems. There
are some quite horrific monsters, bizarre creatures
which might scare your little ones. This flick will be a
big, wish fulfillment hit for ages 10 and up.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.
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Farming Seminars
Dairying for the Small Farm &
Homestead: Begins April 13, 9
am. Green Uprising Farm, 2301
East Hill Street. $150 for the entire
course or $25 per session. “It is
time to regain and reclaim the ageold practices of raising healthy dairy
animals and providing healthy milk
for our families.”
The Art of Seed-Saving: This
course will teach gardeners and
farmers how to plan, grow, select,
harvest, clean, and market annual
and biennial seed crops, from
several pots on the porch to farm
scale. Series of five sessions.
Begins Tuesday, April 16, 10 am
to 12 pm. $20 per session or $100
for the course. Taught by Jamie
Chevalier of Quail Seeds. School
of Adaptive Agriculture and Golden
Rule Garden. 16200 North Highway
101.
Learn to Grow High Caloric
Crops: Potatoes, Beans, Corn
and Squash: Hosted by Epic
Pig and the School of Adaptive
Agriculture. “Twelve bi-monthly (9
am to 12 pm) sessions span the
growing season and include both
classroom and field work. Some of
the crop yields will be available for
participants to take home. Taste the
satisfaction of your labor!” Begins
Saturday, April 20. Green Uprising
Farm. $90 for all six classes or $15/
session.
Info and registration: www.
school-of-adaptive-agriculture.org.
Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

kennyfreemanmusic.com. Willits favorites Schindig
come on at 9 pm – their 10 years of playing together
have given them a large repertoire. www.facebook.
com/schindig. 50B South Main Street.
Zodiac House Party: Aries: Live local DJs. Tarot
readings by Tarot
Philosophia. Live art.
Alternative Market with
local craft vendors.
Body work available.
Enjoy a hot soak in
the world famous Yot
Tub ... bring a towel.
Elixir Bar. Late night
munchies by the Zocalo
Collective.
Willits
Center for the Arts,
71 East Commercial
Street. Saturday, April Zodiac House Party: Aries
13, 8 pm to 2:30 am.

Sunday, April 14
Senior Center Pancake Breakfast: Sunday, April
14, 8 to 11 am at the Harrah Senior Center, 1501
Baechtel Road, All you can eat pancakes. Real
maple syrup available at an extra charge. Eggs
any style, bacon or sausage, sugar-free syrup or
Grandma’s biscuits & gravy. Now serving Peet’s
coffee. Adults $8, Senior Center Members $7,
Children $6.
Tour of the Little Lake Valley: The public is invited
to a walking tour of the Little Lake Valley, Sunday,
April 14, from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, to see some
early spring wildflowers and birds. Wear walking
shoes that are OK to get wet and a hat, and bring
lunch and water. Led by botanist and biologist
Marisela de Santa Anna of Mendocino County
Resource Conservation District. Children welcome,
no dogs. RSVP at 707-841-7172 (you can text) or
mdsa1955@gmail.com
FOWL Spring Book Sale:
Sunday, April 14, 10 am to 3
pm. Sunday is the last day of
the spring sale, and is $5 a bag
day. Bring your book bag or a
grocery bag and fill it up. See
April 11 listing for details.
The Vocal Pen: The students
of Steve Hellman’s Mendocino
College Creative Writing
class present a reading from
their original works. Willits
Community Theatre, 37 West
Van Lane, 2 to 4 pm, Sunday,
April 14. Tickets: $5 door or
contact Hellman at shellman@
mendocino.edu.
The
Self-Righteous
Brothers:
LocalLights:OpenMic++ presents Dennis Hadley,
Richard 2Trees Jeske, and Yanahay Hooper,
performing as The Self-Righteous Brothers,
Sunday, April 14, 5 pm, Willits Center for the Arts.
Suggested donation: $5. Catered food available. All
ages. To sign up for open mic, contact LocalLights@
theSighting.com or call 459-7054.

Tuesday, April 16
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All
2D movies that are in their second week are $5
on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all ages, all
showings. This week’s Tightwad Tuesday movies
are: “Dumbo,” “Shazam!,” and “Pet Sematary.”

Free Concert in
the Park
April 28
The City of Willits presents
The West Nile Ramblers,
Sam Chase, OneGrass
TwoGrass, and The Lifted
Spirits in a free concert in
the Recreation Grove Park,
Sunday, April 28, 12 pm.
“Come for a day of Bluegrass
and Garage Country with
some
pretty
amazing,
high energy bands.” “The
West Nile Ramblers play
a style of music they like
to call “Western Garage &
Country Noir,” a unique and
unpretentious combination
of western swing, bluegrass,
gypsy folk, classic countryrock, and traditional jazz.”
Sam Chase, who will be
appearing as a duo, “has a
voice like a nun on the lam
with a mouthful cigarettes
and curse words in a lonely
bar, drunkenly dancing
next to a broken jukebox.”
The headliners, OneGrass
TwoGrass are well-known
in Willits. “In only six years,
this group has made their
mark on the jamgrass scene,
playing most every major
festival and event west of
the Rockies, and winning
fans along the way with their
hard rockin’, modern-style
bluegrass.”

Visit www.noyotheatre.com or call 459-6696 for
showtimes. 57 East Commercial Street.
Open House at Blosser Lane
Elementary School: Tuesday, April
16, 5 to 6:30 pm. Free dinner served,
5 to 6 pm, first come
first served. Student
performances, 5:40 to 6
pm on the playground.
Visit classrooms, 6 to
6:30 pm. Book Fair open
until 7 pm. 1275 Blosser
Lane.

Wednesday,
April 17
St. Petersburg Men’s
Ensemble:
Willits
Center for the Arts and Emandal present
“Credo,” Wednesday, April 17, 7 pm,
71 East Commercial Street. “The St. Petersburg
Ensemble, a group of four men from Russia, has
performed in Willits a number of times, always
delighting and impressing their audience with their
talent. Their program is part classical music from all
faiths, and part Russian Folk.” By donation. No one
turned away. Beer and wine available for purchase.
Refreshments by the Willits High School Travel
Club to benefit their trip to Italy and Greece.

Thursday, April 18
World War I Documentary Screening: Mendocino
County Museum will host a 45 minute documentary
screening about the conflict and impact World War
I. Thursday, April 18, 2 to 3 pm. Free to the public.
400 East Commercial Street.
Willits Farmers Market: Market is indoors at the
Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street, Thursday,
April 18, 3 to 5:30 pm. See
Thursday, April 11 listing for
more details.
Shanachie Pub: Tracy Hui:
Thursday, April 18, 8 pm.
“30% wild animal, 30% banjo
nerd, 30% shaman and
30% high wire dare devil.”
https://soundcloud.com/
transcendentaltracy.
50B
South Main Street.

Friday, April 19
Easter Bake Sale: Willits
Senior
Center,
1501
Baechtel Road, Friday, April
19, 8 am until gone.
Mohican Storyteller, Monte Church: featured
speaker on Friday, April 19, at 6 pm, “speaking
help and healing as he points us back to the
Creator God and our Native culture. Native
foods, natural remedies, cultural table and more.
A special fundraiser event at 5 pm for the 2019
CAHTO Bone game tournament will be held. Indian
tacos available.” Both free events at the Willits
Community Center, 111
East Commercial Street.
Info: Connie Criswell 707972-7207.
Photos with the Easter
Bunny: Come meet the
Easter Bunny and his live,
furry friends on Friday, April

19 from 5 to 7 pm at J.D. Redhouse. Digital photos
are just $5 each will be done by Maureen Moore,
local photographress. Half of the proceeds raised
will go to benefit the Willits Frontier Days Juniors
club. There’s no appointments, just stop on by! Kids
of all ages and well-behaved animals are welcome!
Info: 972-7047

Saturday,
April 20
Pac Out Green
Team, Round 2:
Volunteers for the
Saturday, April 20
PacOut cleanup,
focusing on in and
around the creek
and the south end
of Margie Drive, will
meet in the parking
lot at the Church
of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints
on the south end of
town at 8:45 am for sign-up. The company brings
all the supplies. “Take part in your community and
make it a better place, please come join us. It’s
just one hour.” Info: http://pacoutgreenteam.org/
events/42019-pac-green-team-vs-willits-southround-2
Model Ship Regatta: Redwood Empire
Model Shipwrights Club again will exhibit
their outstanding model ships at the
Willits City Pool. “Enjoy and marvel at the
extreme details these skilled shipwrights
have placed into these beautiful
functioning ships. The Exhibition is your
opportunity to view, ‘test drive,’ and
decide if you’d like to build a radio control
‘ship’ and participate in our nautical
event, featuring some fantastic prizes.”
Saturday, April 20, 10 am to 2 pm, Willits
City Pool, 299 North Main Street.
Photos with the Easter
Bunny: Come meet the
Easter Bunny and his live,
furry friends on Saturday,
April 20 from 10 an to 12 pm
at J.D. Redhouse. Digital
photos are just $5 each will
be done by Maureen Moore,
local photographress. Half of the
proceeds raised will go to benefit
the Soroptimist International of
Willits. There’s no appointments,
just stop on by! Kids of all ages
and well-behaved animals are
Tracy Hui
welcome! Info: 972-7047
Earth
Day
Celebration:
Mariposa Market, 500 South
Main Street. Saturday, April 20, 10 am to 4
pm. “Tasty food made fresh in our deli. Local
product demonstrations. Kids activities. Live
music and more!”
Easter Eggstravaganza: Hosted by Calvary
Chapel Willits at the Willits High School
Football Field, 11 am to 1 pm, Saturday, April 20.
“20,000 eggs, free!” Food, games, jump houses,
prizes and music.
Shanachie Pub: Zyon:
Saturday, April 20, 9
pm. “A night of roots
rock steady music from
Jamaica! Zyon I and
his band .” https://www.
facebook.com/Zyoni13/.
50B South Main Street.

Annual WCA Art Auction

Pinwheels,
not Balloons

Call for auction donations:
Art, goods or services welcome

April 13

The Willits Center for the Arts will be holding their annual Art
Auction, with the Opening Bid Party on April 27. “This major
fundraiser keeps the arts alive in our community and brings
vibrant and inspiring shows to our art center. Please support us
by donating a piece of artwork; something you have created, or
artwork you own. We would also appreciate donations of goods
and services from our local merchants, or perhaps you can
offer an overnight or weekend on the coast or elsewhere. Or a
dinner party with music, or a house concert.” Donations can be
dropped off April 22 and 23, 10 am to 4 pm at the Art Center, 71
East Commercial Street, or call 459-1726, or email manager@
willitscenterforthearts.org to arrange for pick-up. The Final Bid
Party will be on Friday, May 17, 6 pm, with a dance party after
the final bids are placed.

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

– Submitted by the Willits Center for the Arts

Tour of the
Little Lake Valley
April 14
The public is invited to a tour of the Little
Lake Valley led by Marisela de Santa Anna,
botanist and biologist with Mendocino
County Resource Conservation District.
“This is time to see some early spring
wildflowers and birds, as many neotropical
warblers and songbirds are arriving to
build nests and raise their young. Bullock’s
Orioles, Black-Headed Grosbeaks, and
Lazuli Buntings are all possible sightings in
the riparian corridors.” Wear shoes good for
walking and OK to get wet and a hat, and
bring lunch and water. Children welcome
but no dogs. Sunday, April 14, 9:30 am to
1:30 pm. RSVP at 707-841-7172 (you can
text) or mdsa1955@gmail.com
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Get Your
Bike
Ready for
Summer

“With the announcement
of our Bikers Against Child
Abuse annual release of
balloons this year, several
community
individuals
have expressed strong
concerns about the wildlife
that might be affected
by such. BACA will be
holding the scheduled
awareness event to
honor children who have
suffered from or died as
a result of child abuse in
Mendocino County, but
pinwheels have been
substituted. Hope to see
you there!” Saturday, April
13, 12 pm, southwest
corner of Commercial and
Main streets.

April 28
‘Legends’
Willits Area Cyclists at WCT
(WAC) will be putting
on a bike fix at Leopold
Collective, 109 North Main
Street, Sunday, April 28,
9 am to 12 pm. :A perfect
opportunity for people to
bring their bikes to get them
tuned up and ready for the
nice weather that’s right
around the corner, as well
as hang out, talk bikes, and
eat some snacks.”
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Sunday, April 21
Happy Easter!
St. John Lutheran Church Easter: “We invite
the community to our Easter Day activities.
Easter breakfast at 9 am. Please bring a dish to
share. At 9:45 there will be an egg hunt for the
children, weather permitting. Worship service will
begin at 10:15 am. Join us in celebrating Christ’s
resurrection!” 24 Mill Creek Drive. Info: 459-2988.
Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt: The public is invited
to the free Willits Lions Club Easter Egg hunt, on
Easter Sunday, April 21 at Willits High School, 299
North Main Street, from noon to 1 pm.
Dances of Universal Peace: “to focus on healing
for ourselves, each other and our planet. We will
share body prayer and songs drawn for the world’s
spiritual traditions in honor of Easter and Earth
Day.” Sunday, April 21, 3 to 5 pm, The Muse, 30
East San Francisco Street.

Ongoing Events

Eight to the Bar with Les Tarr: Radio active blues programming
for tragically hip and twisted, Fridays, 9 pm to 12 am. 97.9 FM,
KLLG.
Art Under 20: Annual exhibition of art from high school students
with added separate alumni exhibition. Through April 20. Willits
Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street, Wednesday
through Sunday, 11 am to 5 pm.
Mendocino County Museum Exhibits: “A Collector’s Journey”:
New Acquisitions from Dusty Whitney Collection. “Over Here:
Americans at Home in World War I.” 400 East Commercial Street,
Wednesday through Sunday, 10 am to 4:30 pm. Admission $4, $1
for students 7 to 18, and free for 6 and under, or with a Mendocino
County Library card. Info: 459-2736 or www.mendocinocounty.
org/museum.
Willits International Folk Dancing: Class meets every Thursday,
7 to 9 pm, Willits Charter High School. New dances taught 7 to 8
pm. $0 - $5 sliding scale. Info: megster1989@yahoo.com.
Willits Frontier Twirlers Square Dance Club. Mondays, 6:30
upstairs gallery of the Willits Center for Arts, 71 East Commercial
Street. $5. Come alone or bring a friend. 707-484-3385 for info.
Little John’s Place: Every Wednesday Pool Tournament 12:30
pm, $5 buy-in. Wednesdays, 3:30 to 5 pm, “we’ll buy the pizza,
you buy the beer.” Thursdays, Pool Tournaments starting at
5:30 pm. 383 South Main Street. 459-5636. facebook.com/
littlejohnsplace/.

Save the Date:

Free Herb Talks: Every Thursday, 4 pm, at the Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street. The Mendocino Herb Guild.

Brooktrails Firefighters Spaghetti Dinner,
May 11

Marijuana Anonymous 12 Step meeting: Every Tuesday at 6
pm. Meeting place is the Back Alley building in Catherine Lane,
directly behind the United Methodist Church, which is at the
corner of School and Pine, right across from the Grange.

Draw Til You Drop, May 4, Willits Center
for the Arts

Hometown
Celebration,
June 21.
For booth
info: ashtan@
jdredhouse.com
The Great
Race, June 25,
Rec Grove.
Volunteer info:
459-7910
Willits Frontier
Days presents
Ned Ledoux,
September 21
at the Rodeo
Grounds

Roots Engine House Tours: Docent-led tour of the Engine
House most Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 am to 4:30 pm.
Join a Roots of Motive Power docent to view classic motorcars, a
steam train engine, and more – up close.

“Believe”: Alcohol Ink paintings by Julie Bullock, alcohol ink art.
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 East Commercial Street. Each painting is a
one of a kind, as she does not offer prints of any of her original
paintings. More info: www.facebook.com/DbDesigns17, www.
instagram.com/dbdesigns17.
Brown Bag Lunch Program: Lunch served to the hungry in the
City Park across from the Willits Police Station every Saturday
at 1 pm. If rain: Under the overhang at City Hall, across the
street. Served by various community-minded organizations. For
information, call the Food Bank at 459-3333.
*Boomer’s Friday Night Karaoke: 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday of every
month, Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 Highway 101, Laytonville. 9
pm to 1 am. No Cover. 21+ Please bring I.D. Hosted by DJ-Ken
Steely Entertainment with KJ/DJ-Ken Steely & Anna. Come for
dinner, stay for the fun.
Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings at Howard Memorial
Hospital: Held once a week on Mondays, 6 to 7 pm in the
Seabiscuit Conference Room. Open to everyone and anyone
who needs support recovering from alcoholism. Info: Cici at 4563591
Willits Farmers Market: Indoors at the Little Lake Grange, 291
School Street, winter hours: 3 to 5:30 pm. Winter veggies, local
meats, sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory and sweet
baked goods, including handcrafted bread. More: gift items,
dog treats, jams and jellies and savory preserves, olive oil and
balsamic vinegar, fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea,
fire cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, the new
edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Emandal Chorale: The Chorale is open to all who wish to sing
a cappella songs of peace and justice. Every Wednesday from
5 to 6:30 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Info:
367-1573.
Friday Potluck Bingo: Harrah Senior Center presents Potluck
Bingo on Friday nights. Doors open at 5 pm; games begin at 5:30
pm. Minimum bingo buy-in $5. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 4596826.
Weekly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group: Every
Thursday, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the Conference Room at Willits
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-1941.

Senior Center Lunch

Week of April 15 through April 19
Monday: Beef Stroganoff
Tuesday: Spaghetti with Meat Sauce
Wednesday: Chicken Enchiladas
Thursday: Pastrami Sandwich
Friday: Baked Ham

Harrah Senior Center serves lunch five
days per week from 11:45 am to 1 pm. $6.50
for those 55 and older; $8 for those under
55. Includes soup, salad, entrée, vegetable,
dessert, and drink. Salad Bar available all year.
1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-6826.

‘Legends’ at WCT
Opens April 18
Two legendary actresses are discovering their
way to survive in “Legends!,” a sure-fire comedy
opening at the Willits Community Theatre on
Thursday, April 18. Written by James Kirkwood Jr.,
and directed by Bill Barksdale, the play centers on
two one-time movie legends who are courted by a
desperate young hot-shot producer to star in his
Broadway show, “Star Wars: The Play.”
The fact that the two aging actresses have hated
each other ever since the Hollywood publicity
machine fabricated their feud decades ago poses
the central challenge for these two living legends to
work together. Once the show gets going on board
the roller-coaster, everyone’s up for a starring role,
even Moises Torres as a human hunk, and the
maid played by Mary Burns – with a little guiding
help from the legends Gretchen Anderson and
Kathy deBane. Also stars Christopher
Martineau as the producer.
Runs through May 4. Performances
on Thursdays, Friday and Saturdays
at 7:30 pm and one Sunday, April 28
at 2 pm. Willits Community Theatre,
37 Van Lane. Tickets available at
Mazahar, 38 South Main Street;
online at brownpapertickets.com;
phone 24/7 800-838-3006. There will
be a special benefit performance by
Emandal Chorale who will open the
show, Thursday, April 18, 7:30 pm,
$20 benefit tickets available through
Tamara Adams, 459-9252.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

German Conversation Class: Ongoing non-denominational
German conversation/book reading class is open to new
members (middle to advanced German speakers). No charge,
but donations gladly accepted. St. John Lutheran Church, 24 Mill
Creek Drive. Mondays from 7 to 8:30 pm. Info: Doris Wier, 4569246.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday at
6:30 pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 4569425 or honemann@yahoo.com.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint Francis
in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East Commercial Street.
Every 2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 4594932.
Willits Library Activities: Wednesdays: 3 to 4:30 pm “Lego Day”
(bring your imagination and start building); Wednesdays 11 to
11:45 am “”Play Group” (Self-directed playtime, with toys, ages
0 – 4); Wednesdays 2:30 to 3 pm “Storytime” (Books, songs,
rhymes and movement, ages 3 to 6). Willits Library, 390 East
Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
Willits Seed Lending Library: Offering information on seed
saving and gardening. Seeds of flowers, herbs, and vegetables
are free to seed library members, and seed donations are gladly
accepted.
Drop-In Knitting Circle: Every Saturday of the month, from 2:30
to 4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial
Street. “Bring your own projects or your yarn and needles; we
have people who should be able to help solve problems and/or
help you learn to knit or crochet. Sign-ups are not necessary –
everyone is welcome to drop in.” Info: Lotus Baker at 456-9037,
or lotusb3@earthlink.net.
Soroptimist International of Willits: Women’s service club
aimed at the betterment of girls and women. Meets the second
Tuesday at 4 pm and the third Tuesday at noon each month at
St John’s Lutheran Church Hall, 24 Mill Creek Drive. Women
interested in community service are welcome; new members are
encouraged to join at any time.
Weekly Life Changes Discussion and Support Group:
Wednesdays from 10 to 11:30 am. In the Conference Room at
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from Smoking”
class sponsored by Adventist Health Howard Memorial. Every
Wednesday at AHHM’s Roots Restaurant, 1 Marcela Drive, 6 to
7 pm. Register today: 540-4208. Walk-ins are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body Works
Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 3 to 5 pm. Karate: Thursday, Little Dragonsages 3 to 6, 5:15 to 6 pm. Youth Karate-ages 6 to 11, 6 to
7 pm; Tweens to Adults-ages 11 and up, 7 to 8:30 pm. All
SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or Mike Tobin:
354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Tuesdays, 7 pm: “Wabi Sabi” with host Mitchell
Holman, formerly of It’s A Beautiful Day (“Whitebird”) features
different artists every week. Singer-songwriter Aaron Ford every
first Thursday at 7:30 pm. No cover. Jazz Night every second
and fourth Thursday. 8 pm. “Local musicians … take jazz
standards and infuse them with funk, hip hop, world, and free
form jamming. The outcome is unexplainable.” Open Mic Night
every Wednesday. Sign up for the lottery for 20 minute time slots
from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to 7:30 pm. Music starts at 8
pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians and performers from
around the world, often turning into an evening full of unexpected
surprises.” Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm
at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh
fruits and vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs,
handcrafted clothing, live music and much more.

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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approved, but who had yet to travel to Ukiah to pay their
fees and pick up the permit. Connell said he yet to start the
process to make that recommendation part of the county’s
cannabis ordinance but would do so soon.
“Chevon Holmes left me a good starting point before she
transitioned out of the administrator’s role,” Connell said.
The program administrator plays a key role in the
functioning of the cannabis unit. That person is responsible
for keeping track of the unit’s 1,315 applications and for
ensuring applicants are doing what they need to do to
move their application forward toward the goal of receiving
a permit.
For much of the past year, Holmes also acted as the
unit’s public face, being present at numerous public
presentations on cannabis overlay zones and at public
workshops for the board of supervisors’ ad hoc committee
on cannabis.
The departure of Holmes from the cannabis unit comes
after an exodus of several of the unit’s female employees.
According to information provided by Mendocino County
Human Resources Director Heidi Dunham, in recent
months the unit has seen the departure of its administrative
assistant, its staff assistant III, and one of its inspectors –
all positions filled by women.
In addition to the personnel issues now facing the
unit, for the first time in many months the unit received
questions from the board of supervisors about its glacial
pace of permit issuance.
For the first time in several months, a report on the number
of permits that have been either approved or issued by the
department was given to supervisors verbally instead of
by referring to an online report. As a result, supervisors
learned the cannabis unit has now issued or approved 238
permits, a gain of two permits over last month.
This raised the eyebrows of several supervisors,
including those of Third District Supervisor John Haschak,
who asked Connell: “There were only two permits approved
over the last month?”
Connell acknowledged that was the case.
McCowen asked Connell what percentage of those
applications were being delayed, pending action by
the State of California. Connell said he estimated the
percentage to be 60 percent. McCowen noted that would
mean approximately 600 permit applications are being
held back pending state action.
Haschak then asked: “What’s happening with these
other 40 percent – which could be a good 300 or so [permit
applications] – that aren’t being held up possibly by the
state, but are somewhere, not being approved?
“I guess that’s where I would like information, too. Is it
possible to get that?”
Connell replied he could not get that information. In his
answer, he seemed to swing the argument back to the 60
percent of applications pending review by the state.
“I don’t necessarily believe it is possible to get that,”
Connell said. “There are a lot of reviews that must happen
in an application submittal and each applicant is at a
different stage.
“What we’ve done internally in our process is, we’ve
identified priorities – priority one, two and three – meaning
those applications have submitted all the required
paperwork, and we are literally pending authorization in
a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement from Fish
and Wildlife. Meaning they’ve already applied to Fish and
Wildlife; we have their notification that they’ve applied and
their receipt from Fish and Wildlife, and we are pending
action from the state agency.
“We cannot move forward without that action,” he said.
“That’s why it is captured there; our ag inspectors are
constantly working with the applicant to get that paperwork
and send that application up so we can get them out the
door.”
Haschak thanked Connell for his answer.
McCowen said he wanted more information in the
cannabis unit’s monthly report. In each report, either the
program manager or the commissioner of agriculture has
included a number expressing how many applications are
“under review.” Until now, that term could mean under
review by the county or by the state.
McCowen said he wanted to know how many applications
are on pause pending action by the state. He also wanted to
know how many applications have been voluntarily placed
on hold by the applicant, and how many people who have
applied for a permit have filed a notice of non-cultivation.
Connell said he would provide that information in his
next report.
The most recent cannabis unit report noted the unit has
received 1,314 permit applications, has either issued or has
approved 238, and has denied 36. Ninety-one applications
have been withdrawn.
The number of applications under review – either by the
county or the state, or which are under a notice of stay or
for which a notice of non-cultivation has been filed – is 884.
Sixty-five applications are “in queue” or, in other words, are
pending the beginning of the review process by the county.

Above, from left: Echinacea is one of the herbs/flowers that likes to start out in cool spring soil. You can plant it outside now. Beets are easy to grow, they like our climate, and are sweet and delicious
roasted. A Quail Seeds customer shared his grandson’s excitement about picking beets. These are Early Wonder Tall Top beets. It’s finally time to plant. Peas will grow fast and be most productive from an
April planting.

COLUMN | Garden Tip of the Month

April: Time for planting – after your soil dries out

By Jamie Chevalier
The sun is back, and the oaks are leafing out at last. It is
time for planting – when your soil is dry enough. When a ball
of soil in your hand crumbles easily, it is safe to dig and till.
If the soil is too wet, digging will make it more like concrete
than cake, and plant roots will have a hard time getting
through. (You should have seen my pathetic tomatoes the
year I dug gooey soil.)
Jamie Chevalier
Don’t worry if you can’t get out
Columnist
there right away. The soil is still
really cold. Peas I planted in February took two months
to get 6 inches tall. When the soil is warmer, it will take
two weeks, if that. They will be more productive than my
stressed-out winter peas.
While your soil is drying, there is planning to be done.
Some of us make plans and maps, some of us just go out
there with packets in hand. But the first thing to do is to
take a good long look. Right now, last year’s successes
and failures are right there in front of you.
The cover crops I didn’t plant in time, the dry beans I
ran out of in March, the greens I’m tired of or the salads

I love. That fantastic squash that has kept since October.
The compost pile that never heated up. These are all
valuable clues to a better garden. I’ve finally learned that
no, I actually won’t remember later. I have to write it down.
While you can still see or remember last year’s layout,
jot down where everything was. One important way to keep
your garden healthy is rotation. Plants in the same family
get the same diseases and pests. If you move them every
year, the bad guys won’t be there waiting for your little
seedlings. If you want to know more, I have a guide on my
website: www.quailseeds.com/how-to
Anything that survived the winter needs some help
right now. Garlic is poised to quadruple in size in the next
month, so give it fuel. A top-dressing of compost, or some
source of nitrogen will make a big difference. Compost tea
or other probiotic teas not only add nutrients, they fight the
mold and disease wet winters bring.
The treat of the early garden is rapini – the green flower
shoots of overwintered brassica family vegetables like
kale, mustard, and turnips. They are like a fuller-flavored
broccoli and are great in pasta or as a cold salad. They

quickly turn to yellow flowers, but if you keep picking the
shoots, they will keep appearing.
While we are thinking brassicas, I’d like to suggest
that you try collard greens and Ethiopian kale this spring.
Regular kale is really meant for fall planting and winter
eating. Cold weather improves the flavor tremendously.
Collards are milder, have a more tender texture, and are
heat-resistant. They are a great choice for spring into
summer. Summer cabbages like Golden Acre fill that niche
too.
Seed-saving is a good way to get varieties adapted to
our unusual climate in Mendocino County. I will be giving
a series of classes on seed saving – including how to sell
seed to companies – at the School of Adaptive Agriculture
starting April 16. I’d love to see you there.
Jamie Chevalier lives and gardens near Willits. She has
gardened professionally in Alaska and California and taught
gardening in schools, as well as living in a remote cabin
and commercial fishing. She wrote the Bountiful Gardens
catalog from 2009 to 2017, and is now the proprietor of
Quail Seeds, www.quailseeds.com.

Below, from left: This handsome flower is actually Chia. You can grow your own superfood Chia, but it needs a long season, so start it now in flats. Collards are more tender and mild than kale, and are
adapted to spring planting and summer eating. Sunflowers are a bit more cold-hardy than other summer crops. This is Hopi Black Dye. Bees and butterflies love them, but beware of hybrid pollenless
sunflowers that have no food for them.
Photos by Jamie Chevalier

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need
W.C. & G.L. insured

•ALL PRODUCE 15% OFF
•BULK 25% OFF
•KLEEN KANTEEN & NEBO 20% OFF

Ca. Lic # 927007

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Residential & Commercial
Serving areas of Mendocino,
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Online:
www.basroofing.com

Email:
basroofing@live.com
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LEGAL NOTICES CLASSIFIEDS
$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks!

WW206

Willits
Weekly
can run
your legal
notices.
Email us
for more
info: Willits
Weekly@
gmail
.com

Fictitious Business Name
Statement

2019-F0261
The following person is doing
business as Ancient Vitality
Medicinals / Ancient Vitality, 17601
Lakeshore, Willits CA 95490 /
mailing address: 75 North Main
Street #98, Willits CA 95490.
Registered owner: Quinn
Schumaker, 17601 Lakeshore,
Willits CA 95490.
This business is conducted by an
individual. The registrant
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name
listed above on March 25, 2019.
Statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder
on March 26, 2019.
/s/ Quinn Schumaker
Publication dates:
4/4, 4/11, 4/18 and 4/25/2019

Legal ad placement info:
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Current Job Openings:

Accountant
Custodian
Deputy Probation Officer II
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner II - Bailiff Extra-help
Equipment Superintendent
Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Licensed Vocational Nurse
Registered Nurse
Road Maintenance Worker IV
Screener
Senior Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Senior Public Health Nurse
Social Worker I/II/III/IV A-D
Social Worker Supervisor I/II A-C
Substance Abuse Counselor I/II
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

More of

Inquest

From Page 1

Investigators and searchers put in “literally thousands
of hours … to come to the conclusion that we had today,”
some 374 days after the tragedy, Mendocino County Sheriff
Tom Allman said during an April 5 press conference.
“The tragedy of the six children murdered should never be
forgotten,” Allman added, saying he would accept the jury’s
murder-suicide ruling.
Nationally recognized trial attorney Matthew P. Guichard,
a former Contra Costa County deputy district attorney, acted
as hearing officer during the $40,000 inquest.
During the hearing, Officer Timothy Roloff of the California
Highway Patrol’s Multidisciplinary Accident Investigation
Team said data obtained from the Hart SUV’s “black box”
confirmed Jennifer Hart did not apply the brakes before the
vehicle plunged over the cliff. Instead, Hart accelerated the
vehicle at full throttle as the car began to move toward the
cliff’s edge.
One of the inquest’s biggest bombshells came Thursday
when California Highway Patrol Investigator Jake Slates
described Google searches recovered from Sarah Hart’s
cellphone which, he said, revealed a premeditated plan to
kill every family member.
Those searches were done “while the vehicle was in
motion,”
Read the rest of

Inquest

Over on Page 13

Charter
Enrollment Now
Open enrollment for the
6th - 12th grade classes
at Willits Charter School
is from now until April 30.
Applications available in
the main office at 1431 S.
Main Street, Willits.

Computer Help
Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business.
PC, Macintosh, Android
and
IOS
devices.
Repairs, configuration
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.
com.

Help Wanted
Brooktrails
Township
Community
Services
District is accepting
applications for an
Account Clerk/Secretary.
Compensation
is
Range 24 of the
District
compensation
schedule and includes
health and retirement
benefits. Filing Deadline:
Applications must be
received by BTCSD no
later than April 30, 2019
at 5:00 p.m. Interested
candidates may forward
their letter of interest and/
or resume to General
Manager at 24860 Birch
Street, Willits, CA 95490,
or by email to btcsd@
btcsd.org.

Drivers Wanted

Help Wanted

Shuster’s Transportation,
Inc seeks Class A Drivers
for Full-Time Chip Truck
position. Benefit package
includes medical, dental,
and holiday pay. Min
1 year experience and
current DMV report
required: 707-459-4131.

AH-Home Health & Hospice is looking to fill the
following positions: RN,
PT- OT- ST & HHA F/T,
P/T & Per Diem available. Call H/R Trudy at
707-456-3230 or apply
online at adventisthealth.
org.

Event Spaces
Available

Office Space
for Rent

Event spaces available
at the Willits Center for
the Arts! • Great Room
• Classroom • Ceramic
Studio For inquiries,
email
manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 4591726. For additional
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

Freezer Empty?
We can help!
John Ford Rancher’s
Choice Box- 50 pounds:
steaks, roasts, and
ground beef. Now $325
($6.50 per pound). Natural ranch-raised grass
fed beef, no hormones
or antibiotics. Call 4595193. Leave a message.

1 large space 3400’.
Several small offices
100’ & 270’. Call Megan
972-8776.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent
Space for RV’s and
Trailers
$425
per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
Safeway in Willits. Call
Tony (707) 510-5895.
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS
Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:

Help Wanted
J.D.
Redhouse
&
Co. is looking for a
motivated person to
join our Warehouse
crew! Hours and pay
depend on availability
and experience. Must be
capable of lifting 100+
lbs. Drop off a resume at
212 South Main St.

Help Wanted
At Covelo ranch: Exchange ranch and outdoors work for rent. Ideally with a trailer. Man or
woman, retiree a plus.
Must have good work
ethic, be clean, healthy,
reliable, with references.
Call for details: 707-2726354.

707-459-2426 (H)

Seamqueen.blog
707-367-6182, Willits

Volunteers
Needed
Frank
R.
Howard
Memorial Hospital is
looking for positive
members
of
the
community to volunteer
in the gift shop,
information/greeting
desk, hospitality cart and
the garden. Hours are
flexible and can include
weekends. More info?
Call 456-3245.

$10 for
30 words for
2 weeks!

707-354-0520 (C)

TK-Kindergarten Registration

Date: April 15 & 17, 2019 • Time: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Location: Brookside Library
———
Abril 15 y 17, 2019 • A las 8:00-4:30pm
En La libraría de Brookside
Our TK-Kindergarten program is for children 5 years old by December 2, 2019.
Please bring:
1. Emergency contact information
2. Active e-mail address
3. Birth certificate
4. Immunization records

500 S. MAIN ST.
WILLITS

If you have any questions please call the Brookside office at (707) 459-5385 or visit
our Website at brks.willitsunified.com

707-459-9630
Pg. 10

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Por favor trae:
1. Información de contacto en caso de emergencia
2. Dirección de correo electrónico activa
3. Certificado de nacimiento
4. Registros de inmunización (vaccunas)

To pre-register please login to the following link: https://abi.willitsunified.net/enrollment

Para preinscribirse por favor sigua esta dirección: https://ani.willitsunified.net/enrollment/

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Photo
by Holly
Madrigal

Dispatch Center supervisor Debbie Tonelli will mark 35 years of service with the City of Willits this year.

Dispatcher to celebrate 35 years
with the City of Willits
Take a moment to give thanks for the men and
women on the other end of the line when you call
911 or emergency services. These individuals are
less visible than first responders, but are a critical
link in the emergency response process.
Many calls are from people in crisis, and the
dispatcher is the calm
Holly Madrigal steady voice helping them
Features Writer
on what may be the worst
willitsweekly@gmail.com
day of their lives. They
are also the people coordinating the regional
response to complex safety situations. The City
of Willits received over 13,000 calls last year and
has four dedicated dispatchers who work 12-hour
shifts, covering the needs of city residents at every
hour of the day.
April is an especially good time to appreciate
dispatchers, as April 14 through 20 is this year’s
National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week,
aka National Dispatchers Week.
The City of Willits has a special dispatcher
honoree this year in Debbie Tonelli who has
been employed with the city for 35 years! Tonelli
started in 1977, left for a short time when she got
married, then returned in 1984 and has been with
the City of Willits ever since. “She is a goddess,”
says Chief of Police Scott Warnock. “She is so
knowledgeable, and she is the Dispatch Center
supervisor so she handles a lot of admin duties.
The entire staff loves her.”
Tonelli’s humble nature downplays her
noteworthy career. When discussing the
challenges of dispatching in a small town where
you often know the subjects of domestic violence

G

E

N

E

calls, accidents, and even murder, she credits her
training.
“I know that when I finish a call, when I have
followed my training and I know I have done
everything I can possibly do, that my role is
complete,” Tonelli says.

Above: Rows and rows of books will be set out for the annual Friends of the Library
book sale. Below: Barbara Sicard, left, Lani Ulvila and Beth Rosen, right, sort books
at the 2018 Friends of the Library book sale.

Get ready to Read
Annual Friends of the Library Book Sale
April 11 to 14 at Community Center

She also loves the people she works with.
Picture this: Sunshine. Saturday. Laundry done. Hammock and a light
“What I always like to hear is ‘Code 4,’” she says,
breeze.
Lemonade and a straw. What’s missing? A good book. Well, don’t
“meaning the officers are OK, the situation is under
let
that
stop
the above scenario from happening – the Friends of the Library
control. I like to hear our guys are OK.”
Book Sale is happening this weekend. If there’s a better place to fill your
Protocols have changed somewhat over her 35- library while helping a local non-profit – well, tell them to call the newspaper
year career. “You know when I started at the Willits and let us know.
Police Department, dispatchers would get 80
The public is welcome to shop at the Willits Community Center from 10
hours of training and then you were on your own,”
am
to 6 pm on Friday, April 12; from 10 am to 4 pm on Saturday, April 13;
Tonelli laughs. These days, if an applicant passes
and
from 10 am to 3 pm on Sunday, April 14. Sunday is “Fill a grocery bag
the background check and position qualifications,
for
$5”
day. Friends of the Library members are welcome to shop at the
they are eventually sent to a four- to six-month
special
early
day, Thursday, April 11 from 6 to 9 pm, and you can sign up as
training course.
a member at the sale.
When asked about the more unusual dispatch
– Maureen Moore
calls she has received, Tonelli remembers getting
a call about pigs running down Main Street
(escapees from the high school ag farm), and
multiple reports of bears and/or loose horses in
town. A career in dispatching is clearly different
every single day.
The
hardworking
Public
Safety
Telecommunications workers, aka dispatchers,
across the nation deserve our appreciation, this
week and every week, as their work often requires
them to miss holidays, family occasions, and more
to keep us safe.
Thank you to Debbie Tonelli and all the
dispatchers in Mendocino County for being that
calm voice on the phone when it is needed most.
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Welcome

Lance
Ludington, MD

When surgery is necessary, you want the care of an experienced
physician, one that offers you the most advanced solutions with
precision. Dr. Ludington brings almost 30 years of surgical experience to
his practice, specializing in general and minimally invasive laparoscopic
procedures including but not limited to procedures for gall bladder, hernia
repair, abdominal surgeries, thyroid nodules and breast evaluation and

NOW WELCOMING
NEW PATIENTS
Redwood Medical Clinic
3 Marcela Drive, Suite C | Willits, CA

(707) 459-6115

surgical care. His expertise is surpassed only by his desire to provide
compassionate care for those in his community.

AdventistHealthHowardMemorial.org/
General Surgery

He received his medical degree from Loma Linda University School of
Medicine in Loma Linda, CA, and completed his internship and residency
in General Surgery at Loma Linda University Medical Center.
Please join us in welcoming Dr. Ludington to our community.
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Haschak and Willits City Councilmember Madge Strong,
who is also a chair on the board of WELL.
Representatives from Sonoma Clean Power led off the
forum. The company now provides energy generation for
much of Sonoma and Mendocino counties, around 600,000
customers, although PG&E still distributes that energy.
SCP Communications Coordinator Claudia Sisomphou
said that for its basic CleanStart account, the company
currently gets 45 percent of its energy from renewable
sources such as wind and solar, and 87 percent from
carbon-free sources. Forty-two percent of the power comes
from hydroelectric which is carbon-free but not considered
renewable by the state of California.
By contrast, PG&E gets about 33 percent of its energy
from renewable sources; 78 percent is carbon-free,
including 27 percent nuclear and 18 percent hydropower.
Sonoma Clean Power is now the default power provider
for most of Mendocino and Sonoma counties, though
people can still opt out and use PG&E exclusively if they
choose. Sisomphou said the Clean Start rate is currently
about 2 percent cheaper than PG&E.
“Our mission is really to create local solutions to the
climate crisis, and the way we do that is through bold ideas
and our practical programs,” said Sisomphou. “One of our
biggest goals is to provide a higher percentage of renewable
energy in our generation mix today, not later. Because we
believe reducing greenhouse gas emissions is an effort
that needs to happen now. It’s something that’s incredibly
important and cannot wait.
“We really believe the actions we’re taking here locally
are making a global impact,” she continued. “And the great
thing about being a local agency to Sonoma and Mendocino
counties is we can react and respond to needs here locally.”
Program Manager Cordel Stillman urged Willits-area
customers to take advantage of programs the company
has to help with more efficient energy use, including large
grants for those affected by the 2017 fires, free electric
vehicle-charging stations in homes, and do-it-yourself
energy efficiency toolkits available for checkout at county
libraries, including the one in Willits. You can find out
about these programs and others on their website at www.
sonomacleanpower.org/all-programs.
Sonoma County Power customers can also choose to get
their power from 100 percent local, renewable sources if
they sign up for the Evergreen Service, which costs about
11 percent more. The Evergreen energy used to come
just from geothermal sources, but now is about half solar
according to Stillman, thanks in part to the recent opening
of a 2-megawatt solar power operation in Petaluma, around
10 acres in size.
The solar farm is part of the company’s ProFit program,
where local developers can set up solar arrays and other
renewable operations and sell energy back to the company.
Stillman said there will soon be a 1-megawatt solar
farm (5 acres) in the Willits area, which has already been
contracted for. Construction should begin there within six
months.
However, he said the company won’t be able to issue any
more contracts through ProFit until more customers sign up
for the Evergreen service.
“As far as expanding that program, we need more
customers to sign up for Evergreen,” said Stillman, “because
the local solar we’re building is much more expensive than
what we can buy in the central valley. We must be able to
sell it at a premium if we’re going to build it locally.”
“That’s sometimes hard for people to hear, but particularly
in Sonoma County land costs are skyrocketing. Any flat
piece of ground you can put a vine on is $180,000 an acre.
In the central valley, it’s $5 to $10,000 an acre.”
Stillman did address the bankruptcy of PG&E, noting
Sonoma Clean Power was not considering buying and
taking over the energy distribution business from the
company despite its financial problems.
“One of the things we would be concerned about if we
were to buy the grid is that we inherit the liability along with
that purchase,” he said. “So, it’s really a zero-sum game. I
wouldn’t want to be PG&E right now, particularly because
they operate the grid. I wouldn’t want to take on that liability.”
He also warned that customers should expect rates to go
up soon since PG&E will be increasing its distribution prices,
but that shouldn’t affect Sonoma Clean Power’s operations.
“I can tell you prices are going to go up on the distribution
side because of the liability that I mentioned,” he said, “...
and all the extra work they’re having to do now … which
they should have been doing all along, I should say. But
there’s going to be some increases on transmission and
distribution.”
Keith Rutledge, a speaker at the event, brought up those
increasing energy prices as he urged people to invest in
renewable energy systems to reap the financial rewards as
well as help the environment.
Rutledge is co-founder of the Willits-based nonprofit
Renewable Energy Development Institute, REDI, which has
been helping people and organizations find ways to use
more renewables and other sustainable energy practices
for more than 25 years.
“The nice thing about conservation and renewables is
that they pay for themselves,” said Rutledge, who added
he has been “off the grid” and using his own power sources
since 1984.
“[It’s] unlike a trip to Paris, where you can say, ‘That was
priceless,’ [but] it costs a lot of money and the money’s
gone. If you put that money into conservation especially
it pays for itself very quickly, and renewables will pay for
itself over a little longer period of time. It’s a way to put [the]
dollars to work you’re already spending.”
Rutledge also noted the numerous ways to obtain financial
help for using renewables and sustainable methods through
power company programs, state grants, tax credits and
other methods.
“When you put a package like that together – some freed
money, some incentives, some tax credits, some financing
– all of a sudden you realize you can take that budget
you’re spending every single day, every single month, and
put it into an investment in renewable energy and energy
efficiency and feel better about yourself and save money.
Because it will pay for itself, and once it’s paid for itself it
keeps paying for itself year after year after year.”
Michael Hackleman, a local activist and author on the
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subject for several decades, felt there should be more of a
sense of urgency regarding sustainable energy practices.
“I like hearing about the stuff you’re doing,” he told the
audience, “because that is a big measure. But we [must]
realize we really need to get everybody on board. This can’t
be just individuals, not just the people in this room doing it,
even by just example, if we’re going to get there in time.
“Because our population is going up really fast. That is
completely unchecked. And that’s going to strain every
other resource that we have on the planet if we’re not willing
to deal with it.”
Hackleman, who has worked to help people get off the grid
for the last 50 years, encouraged more use of photovoltaic
(PV) and LED technology, which he described as “in my
mind, the two greatest inventions of the last 30 to 40 years.”
He said LEDs can use about one-tenth the amount of
light incandescent bulbs uses and last a lifetime, and PV
technology, which is used for solar energy, now costs less
than $1 per watt, as opposed to the $50 per watt it cost in
the early 1960s.
“It is very possible to do off-grid and do it very efficiently
today at a fraction of the cost … to have something that
attaches to the utility,” he said.
He also felt there was a lot of room for improvement
with conservation efforts, and spoke of the “performance
difference” he found between those living off and on the
grid.
“People who lived off grid were doing the same thing
as people who were on grid, attached to grid power,” he
said. “But they were doing it with one-fifth of the power
consumption.
“What does that say? We can focus a lot on efficiency and
that’s very important. But usage, habits? That’s what [my]
book ‘Better Use Of’ was all about. Our habits are horrible.
If you’re on grid, it’s really hard to break that habit – [leaving]
your hot water running as you’re doing your dishes and stuff
like that.”
While advocates going off the grid, Hackleman did say
that “grid-ties,” where you harness renewable energy but
are still tied into the main grid, are a good place to start, and
“a good way to kind of wean yourself off the system.”
John Takes, co-owner of North Bay Solar Electric, spoke
highly of Hackleman.
“Michael is the genuine article, and we are so lucky to
have him in our community,” Takes said. “He’s been my
teacher for 40 years and really has been so much of the
momentum behind what I’m doing to save the planet.”
North Bay Solar opened on Main Street in Willits in 1977,
and Takes said he and the company are still keeping very
busy installing solar, hydroelectric and wind energy systems
all over Northern California.
One current trend he noted was that homeowners were
getting solar panels installed on their roofs just to have
backup power in case power from the electric company
went out.
“With the scare from PG&E that [they’re] going to turn
off the grid every time the wind blows, people are thinking
more about backup power,” said Takes. He was referring to
the new policy of PG&E to turn off the power for up to 72
hours in an area if there are weather conditions they deem
conducive to fire danger.
Representatives from PG&E are scheduled to give a
presentation on that new blackout policy at the April 24
Willits City Council meeting.
Michael Foley briefly spoke about microgrids, a relatively
new trend. These are small grids which can run a house,
business or community, and can be connected to the main
grid, or can untie and use their own sources of power,
he explained. This enables those using the microgrid to
become much less vulnerable to blackouts.
Foley had talked to the tribal sustainability officer
from the Blue Lake Rancheria tribe in Humboldt County
which created their own microgrid two years ago. The
sustainability officer said the tribe now has enough solar
energy, along with backup batteries, to provide power to the
entire community – including their casinos and emergency
shelter – “indefinitely off the grid.”
The whole system cost around $6.5 million, much of
which was offset by a $5 million state grant, and would likely
be much cheaper now, according to what Foley was told.
City Councilmember Madge Strong updated the group on
some changes the City of Willits is looking into regarding
energy policy, including pursuing an audit of the city’s
energy bills and usage, and trying to set guidelines for staff
to prioritize sustainability on a daily basis.
She said she wished the city would move more quickly on
a bigger, more impactful project.
“Ever since I first ran for city council, I really wanted us
to get a solar or at least some kind of renewable source for
our wastewater treatment plant,” said Strong, “which uses
about $180,000 a year in electricity bills. And it really seems
that’s a perfect opportunity to go renewable.
“We should be an example. I’m a little disappointed right
now that we’re not moving very fast in that direction.”
Third District Supervisor John Haschak closed out the
meeting, talking about the Mendocino County Climate
Action Advisory Committee which is being formed. The
committee was approved by supervisors on March 18.
“It’s in response to what’s going on in the world,” he said,
“the climate change, the inaction at the federal level. And we
can make Mendocino County a model for what we’re doing
as far as energy usage, carbon sequestration, all that.
“We’re going to be looking at the agriculture, the
transportation, energy usage, every facet. And it’s going to
be – and it has been – really grassroots driven.”
There will be a workshop-oriented meeting on April 16 at 9
am in the board chambers in Ukiah to work on the details of
the committee – such as how its groups and subcommittees
will be formed and what their tasks will be. The county has
already set aside $100,000 to get the effort going, according
to Haschak.
“We really want it to be grassroots [with] the ideas coming
from the expertise we have – like we’ve seen this evening,”
he said. “We can do it without having the staff or the county
hierarchy tell us what we’re going to do, so that’s what we’re
trying to do.”
He said anyone from the community who’s interested
can come to the meeting and give input, or contact him to
become involved at: haschakj@mendocinocounty.org.
“We really can be the model for what works,” said
Haschak.
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The vehicle also has an updated radio that is interoperable
statewide and includes 4,000 channels.
Deputy Chief John Thomen took the opportunity to
commend the board’s direction in purchasing this vehicle.
“We really needed it, and it will last us a long time.”
The department now has three of these Type 6 vehicles
that can respond immediately to an incident.

Firehouse bond rating April 15
The meeting continued with an update on the new firehouse.
The Finance Committee (Tom Herman, Arnie Mello, Michelle
Schnitzius, and Fire Chief Christopher Wilkes) recently met
with bond counsel Raymond James in San Francisco prior to
receiving an April 15 financial bond rating.
LLFD has a two-hour time period for review; then it’s locked
in for the project. The finance portion of the project should be
squared away in early May.
Finance Committee member Tom Herman told the board:
“Chris did an absolutely perfect job. He represented us very
well, responding to all [Raymond James’] questions. I am
really pleased with that. I think we are in a strong position to
receive a favorable rating.”
Wilkes said he is “looking forward to that date; it’s a big day.”
Once the rating is issued all the remaining financing
documents can move forward.
“At this point, everything seems to be on schedule with the
financing and engineering,” Wilkes said.
The board unanimously approved Resolution 2019-8 which
covers issuance of all legal documents required to secure
financing. Currently, the resolution says “form of” in a couple
of spots until the district receives its bond rating.
That rating – AA, AA+ or AA-, etc. – will determine the
remaining factors, such as the payoff period and interest rate.
Mendocino County currently is ranked AA.
“I feel really comfortable our team is doing everything they
can to get us the best deal we can possibly get,” said Wilkes.
Finance Committee member Arnie Mello added: “I was
impressed with them overall. I’m confident we have a solid
team that knows what they are doing.”
Wilkes noted part of the strength of the fire district’s position
is that the rating agency knows that not only is the district in
good financial shape but that the community supports it, citing
the 75 percent approval by the voters.
“That is big when the community is saying they are behind
the project. It makes for a secure position for the investor,”
Wilkes said.
The chief also noted two parties have expressed interest
in moving the house just north of the old station (to avoid
demolition). The district is requesting sealed bids from
interested parties before April 15. So far, no official sealed
bids to move the house have come in. Interested persons
may contact the district office for more information.

Recent trainings
Training Chief Eric Alvarez provided a report on recent
trainings. LLFD has received Narcan (the drug used to prevent
opioid overdose) and those will be added to kits along with Epipens, CPAP machines, and blood glucose kits to complete the
BLS update (basic life support update) for all its rigs.
Alvarez added he will be providing WHS Scrubs students
with a CPR update and giving fire extinguisher training to
Mendocino County employees.
The department also held an incident command system
(ICS) drill for City of Willits staff, Wilkes said. In a large-scale
emergency, admin staff may be required to fill important roles
in the district’s Emergency Operations Plan, which is currently
being updated.
“We learned a lot” during the Redwood fire, Wilkes said.
Working through that crisis the department learned the
strengths and shortcomings of its previous emergency plan and
implemented changes in the way the city communicates with
both the county and state. Running staff through a theoretical
citywide flood scenario with impacts to schools, hospitals and
looting helped teach city staff and police what to do in the real
situation.
Staff is also communicating with PG&E, encouraging the
utility company to provide information about proposed “public
safety” power shutdowns during high-wind events.
When staff began looking at a potential Tier 3 circuit shutdown
for the Willits area, they realized more than 2,000 homes would
be affected within the fire district.
Wilkes would like PG&E to hold an informational meeting for
Willits residents. Willits Weekly will cover that meeting when it
is scheduled.
The rest of
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Slates said, at some point in between leaving the Harts’
Woodland, Washington, home and the family’s subsequent
deaths.
Sarah’s Google searches consisted of questions such as:
“Can 500mg of Benadryl kill a 120-pound woman?” and “Is
death by drowning relatively painless?”
Slates described the investigation as “extremely
comprehensive,” involving 11 agencies nationwide and 10
departments within the California Highway Patrol.
While Slates said he didn’t believe Jennifer and Sarah
had a plan in place when they left home, things changed.
“Something happened on the Mendocino Coast where they
made a decision – if they can’t have their kids, then nobody
was going to have their kids.”
Allman noted that for blood relatives of the Harts and the
children’s biological parents, “the proceedings may have not
been pleasant, may have been painful. But the truth of the
matter is the truth of the matter.”
Allman also implored federal lawmakers to review the lack
of federal oversight on child abuse, arguing the children’s
deaths might have been prevented if a national database that
tracked child abuse allegations existed.
“We have a national database for criminal histories,” Allman
said. “We have a national database for gun registration. We
do not have a national database for child abuse allegations.
The Hart case shocked the country and drew national
press attention.
“The loss of eight lives in a single fraction of a second
should shock anybody,” Allman said.
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Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490
Where love is first
and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:
9:15 a.m. - Bible Class,
adult & children
11:00 a.m. - Worship
Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church
803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom

i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 707-456-9934

Grace Community
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies
Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor
459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass 9:00 a.m. English
10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066
Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School
following the service.
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714
Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month
family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

Judy Donaldson

Judith Fay Donaldson (Miner) passed peacefully on April 7, 2019, at the
age of 75, surrounded by her family. She joins many loved ones in Heaven,
including her parents and the two loves of her life.

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Baseball

Brandon
Tompkins
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The Willits Redwood Little League
Minors A’s Team is managed by Adam
Hughes. There are 13 players this year,
ranging from age 8 to 11. Players include:
William Adkisson, Talyn Carlile, Jaden
Hansen, Jazmarie Henson, Thomas
Hinton, Ava Holmen, Deegan Hoteling,
Iancarlo Hughes, Clint Jewell, Killian
Loupy, Cash Rodriguez, Darrell Simmons
and Jadon Stephens.

Brandon J. Tompkins of Covelo
Born on December 25, 1943, Judy was an active member of the Willits died February 9, 2019 in Covelo.
community for 65 years. She was a
He was born on August 23,
mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, and
1990 to Debra L. Tompkins and
a friend to everyone she met. Judy is
John P. Tompkins in Grants
survived by her brothers: John (Joan),
Pass, Oregon.
Robert (Billie), and Richard (Kari). She
He loved being a father to his
is also survived by her six children:
two
beautiful daughters. He also
Mason (Marjorie), Darcy (Nelson),
enjoyed fishing and playing all
Rodney (Kelly), Jeffrey (Joyce),
his video games. He loved to
Angela (Rick), and Yvette (Henry).
spend time outside breathing the
Nana, as she is affectionately known,
mountain air and hanging out
is also loved by her 11 grandchildren,
with his babies, his mom and his
and countless others that consider her
friends.
family.
Brandon is preceded in death by his grandfather and grandmother,
R.E. and Florine Gurley, uncle Ronny Gurley, uncle Danny Gurley, aunt
Shirley Hiatt, aunt Connie Jackson, and uncle Ron Fife.

As the matriarch of her family, Judy
was defined by her strength, positive
spirit, genuineness, and her proclivity
for conversation. With an infectious
laugh and mischievous glint in her
eye, she was the warmth of every
room she walked into. She will be
deeply missed by everyone she knew.

He is survived by his mother Debra Tompkins, father John Tompkins,
sister Brandy Anguiano-Tompkins, and brother-in-law Victor Anguiano;
his daughters, Trinity T. Tompkins and Harley L. Tompkins; many nieces,
nephews, cousins, aunts, uncles; and so many friends that love him.

Services were held Saturday, February 23, 2019 at the Methodist
A private, family celebration of life will be held in the coming months. In
Church
in Covelo, followed by a potluck dinner and sharing of memories.
lieu of flowers, please consider honoring Judy by making a donation to the
Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society at https://donate.lls.org/lls/donate.
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George
Mead, Jr.

On Sunday, March 24,
2019, George Elmer Mead
Jr., passed away at the age
of 84.
George was born on
December 16, 1934 in San
Francisco, to George and
Katherine (Williams) Mead.
George served his country
in the Navy, after which
he continued to serve his
community of Santa Rosa
as a career firefighter.
George was passionate
about his Scottish heritage,
documenting
genealogy
and attending Scottish
Games all over the Western
U.S., representing the
House of Burnett, and took
several trips abroad to visit
Scotland.
George is survived by his
daughters Janice Hoelscher
and Melissa Howze and
stepson James Howard.
He was predeceased by
his wife Rose (Linser) and
daughter Katherine.
A family and friends
gathering to celebrate
George’s life will be held
June 8, 2019 in Willits.

Above: Mendocino
County 2019 Science Fair
winners. Top row, from
left: Jade L’Heureux,
Dalton Robinson, Audrey
Sherf, Mariah Cox,
Willow Daun-Widner,
Hunter Paris, and Tyler
Simerson. Bottom row,
from left: YiFan Chan,
Yee-Kit Chan, Jaimie Yu,
Kylie Neuroth, Jonah
Meyers, and Michael
Okawa. Not pictured:
Owen Schuster and
Andreas Allende.

Mendocino County Science Fair winners
prepare for state competition
Submitted by the Mendocino County Office of Education
On Saturday, March 30, the Mendocino County Office of Education hosted the 33rd annual
Mendocino County Science Fair, where 212 students submitted 155 projects, representing 23
local schools. The top 10 submissions advance to the California Science Fair, scheduled for
April 29-30 at the California Science Center, Exposition Park in Los Angeles. Organizers there
expect about 900 participants from 400 schools throughout the state to compete for more than
$50,000 in awards.
Kimberly Barden, MCOE student events manager, thanked the team of dedicated educators,
parents and community members who worked together to make the event possible. She said:
“The Mendocino County Office of Education really appreciates the teachers, science fair
coordinators and parents who support the curiosity and commitment of these students in
the field of science. We also deeply appreciate the 54 judges and other volunteers who
made this event go so smoothly.”
N C
Mendocino County students in grades 3-12 submitted science fair projects in several ways:
as part of class projects, as
teams (with two or three
members), or as individuals.
They entered projects in a
wide variety of categories,
including behavioral/health/
social sciences, biological
sciences, earth sciences,
ecology/environmental

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I

Lic# 679517

Willits United Methodist

A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 11:15 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com
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707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

Read the rest of

Science

Over on Page 15

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

NON-GMO
AND

LOCAL

Now Available!

FRIDAY,
APRIL
19
from 5 to 7 pm at J.D. Redhouse

The Willits Redwood Little League Above, left: Kimberly Jewell gets ready to pull the winning ticket from the raffle basket as Steve Spackman supervises. Above, right: Steve Spackman,
machine-pitch Bats Team is managed by Katie Spackman and Russ Rountree hang out at the raffle table during the Opening Day ceremonies.
Amy Hopkins and parent Shanna Cole.
There are 13 players this year, ranging
Bowles, Paizley Dockins, Moziz Friend, Carter Gibson, Aaron Branscomb. There are 12 players this year, ranging
from age 6 to 10. Players include: Brayden Bushway,
Aidan Hult, Michael Roat, Payton Shull, Paetyn Smith, from age 8 to 11. Players include: Leah Blakely-Swendsen,
Jocelyn Chenier, Jesse Cox, Makayla Garcia, Bowdy
Brian Spackman and Braydon Weiss.
Jeremiah Bozzo, Kael Casey, Devin Colyar, Grady Cooley,
Globe, Hunter Hipes, Mason Hopkins, Julian Jara, Randy
The Willits Redwood Little League T-Ball Hotrods Team Rex Davidson, Kolten Davis, Hunter Hopkins, Marshall,
Linares, Kendra Mottern, Jakai Quilter, Callie Ray and
is managed by Will Hinton. There are 12 players this year, Tyson Simmons, Cole Simpson and Devin Stansberry.
Tyvin Ray.
ranging from age 4 to 7. Players include: Destiny Henson,
The Willits Redwood Little League T-Ball River Bandits
The Willits Redwood Little League Majors Braves Team
Anders Hinton, Hailey Hood, Caiden Jepson, Dylan Team is managed by Brittany Gutierrez and Coach
is managed by Roger Patereau, Coach Bret Fraser, and
Marshall, Cheyenne Newell, Max Schaal, Finn Shipp, Abel Reginald Sanders. There are 12 players this year, ranging
Assistant Coach Shawn DeFranco and Lynn Norvell.
Tyrrell, Brandon Washburn, Robert Washburn and Hayden from age 4 to 7. Players include: Alexander Ayala, Logan
There are 11 players this year, ranging from age 11 to
Wiley.
Davidson, Emily Dawson, Emily Feichko, Diego Gutierrez,
12. Players include: Ryan Carter, Torin Fraser, Landon
The Willits Redwood Little League T-Ball Knights Team Gabriel Gutierrez, Lanae Gutierrez, Mauro Gutierrez,
Honeycutt, Finn Lessner, Calvin Loupy, Haydin McInnis,
Jacob Norvell, Roger Patereau, Rickey Ramirez, Brett is managed by Chris Bickford and Coach Alma Bickford. Jaxon Hansen, Caleb Parlagreco, Quincy Sanders and
There are 12 players this year, ranging from age 4 to 7. Jayden Southwick.
Rountree and Kialyn Scroggins.
Players include: Landon Agenbroad, Khloe Beck, Presley
The Willits Redwood Little League machine-pitch
The Willits Redwood Little League Minors Cubs Team
Bickford, Richard Bolton, Patrick Garcia, Nevaeh Johnson, Riverdogs Team is managed by Shawn DeFranco, Coach
is managed by Mark Mercer, Coach Terry Guerrero, and
Graham Olson, Travis Powers, Sebastian Ruiz, Jaxson Jacob Aitken, Coach Tyler Ojeda, and parents Amber
Assistant Coach Wayne Shull. There are 13 players this
Smith, Isabella Wear and Sophia Wear.
Ojeda and Kristina Wear. There are 12 players this
year, ranging from age 8 to 11. Players include: Niko
The Willits Redwood Little League machine-pitch year, ranging from age 6 to 9. Players include: Destiny
Avalos, Anthony Britton-Dalson, Dylan Corsetti, Adrian
Guerrero, Marcus Guerrero, Addie Jones, Rowdy King, Lugnuts Team is managed by Jerry Okelley. There are 12 Aguilar, Eli Aitken, Raylan Bartow, Liam Caldwell, Emma
Cruz Oltjenbruns, Alexandra Ramos, Thomas Rano, players this year, ranging from age 6 to 9. Players include: DeFranco, Hunter Garcia, Grady Hefte, Bayleigh Maughs,
Caidon Campbell, Liam Hinchliffe, Broide Johnson, Aliyanah Nieto-Sanchez, Lukas Ojeda, Gavin Shoulders
Autumn Roat, Jordon Shull and Maelie Stephens.
and Presley Tuttle.
The Willits Redwood Little League Majors Diamondbacks Wyatt Marshall, Ernesto Mendoza, Jackson Poets, Josh
The Willits Redwood Little League machine-pitch
Team is managed by Wesley Lowham, Coach Daniel Jara, Potter, Drevan Ray, Cameron Smith, Elijio Soria, Zachary
Thompson
and
Tre
Wright.
Rockhounds Team is managed by Curtis Collicott, Coach
Coach Matthew Schlegel, and Assistant Coach Emily
The Willits Redwood Little League T-Ball Mudcats Team David Crossley, and parent Michele Collicott. There are
Lowham. There are 11 players this year, ranging from age
11 to 12. Players include: Lucas Bozzo, Prestin Corsetti, is managed by Andrew Hosford. There are 13 players this 12 players this year, ranging from age 5 to 9. Players
Wyatt Hinton, Donovin Jara, Cole Lane, Adrian Lopez, year, ranging from age 4 to 7. Players include: Baylee include: Thomas Anderson, Tanner Brewer, Damon
Ryzyn Lowham, Corey Rockey, Jayden Schlegel, Kyle Baker, Olivia Barker, Macy Davidson, Natalia De La Collicott, Decarlo Contreras, Ricky Contreras, Austin
Torre, River Handschug, Mason Hood, Daniel Hosford, Crossley, David Crossley, Juan Gutierrez, Julian Gutierrez,
Soqui and Chase Tonne.
Alexander Holmen, Ryley Kiesbuy and Bodie Olson.
The Willits Redwood Little League machine-pitch Wade Hosford, Colby McKenzie, Jefferson Muller, Justin
Rountree,
Wesley
Silva
and
Lyam
Vazquez-Aguirre.
The Willits Redwood Little League T-Ball Scrappers
Emeralds Team is managed by Randy Huss. There are 12
Team
is managed by Shawn DeFranco, Coach Jacob
The
Willits
Redwood
Little
League
T-Ball
Raptors
players this year, ranging from age 7 to 9. Players include:
Aitken,
and parent Kristina Wear. There are 13 players this
Team
is
managed
by
Kristina
Adkisson.
There
are
12
Grady Fonsen, Victoriano Gutierrez, Maycie Harbour,
year,
ranging
from age 4 to 6. Players include: Keira Aitken,
players
this
year,
ranging
from
age
4
to
5.
Players
include:
Miles Hulsey, Caden Kelsay, Wyler Lavenduskey, Preston
John
Alvarez,
Deegan Anderson, Anthony Cox, Maycee
Jordan
Adkisson,
Joseph
Arkelian,
Faye
Burke,
Caleb
Maples, Robert Moore, Jerett Nelson, Morgan Nolan,
DeFranco,
Colter
Glass, Amiel Hult, Adalyn King, Adalynn
Bushway, Elijah Ericksen, Ryan Huggins, Brian Martinson,
Landon Quinliven and Wyatt Wolf.
McInnis,
Xavier
Meza,
Micah Darwin Nolan, Logan Ricks
The Willits Redwood Little League machine-pitch Hooks Archer Payne, Taína Rodriguez, Brayden Sylstra, Jerrica
and Deagan Sanders.
Team is managed by Steve Spackman and Coach John Villalobos and Keegan Wagoner.
Weiss. There are 11 players this year, ranging from age
7 to 9. Players include: Ashley Aadland-Breen, Bronach

The Willits Redwood Little League Minors Red Sox
Team is managed by Stan Cooley and Assistant Coach
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Barbers

From Page 3

in Lake County. He practiced on friends until he started
to become proficient and then attended a barber and
cosmetology school in Santa Rosa.
Both father and son had to pass a practical examination
in order to obtain their licenses. Ruiz brought down a
willing friend to work on as well as mannequins. Luckily he
passed the first time.
Ruiz would like to keep the shop in the family rather than
rent out chairs. Besides his son, Jesus, who is already
occupying a chair, his fiancée is in cosmetology school
and Ruiz would like to have her in the shop. He also has
another son, Zaul, who is currently 15 and a soccer player
at Willits High School. Zaul wants to be a professional
soccer player, but dad would like him to fill one of the chairs
at the shop when he turns 16, the minimum age.
Ruiz explains that the art of barbering hasn’t really
changed that much, with the exception of the ultra-modern
cuts and coloring that some men and boys are wanting.
Basically, there are scissors, combs and clippers.
He talks about the art of “fading” which is the ability to
blend hair from the shorter to the longer areas without
showing an obvious line. Part of that art is the technique of
“clipper over comb” which consists of combing up a small
portion of hair and using the clippers to trim that portion
away. One needs to master this technique in order to be
able to blend like the professionals.
Main Street Barbershop is building a loyal clientele who
enjoy a great haircut done professionally and meticulously.
Give them a call at 707-841-9022 for an appointment, or
just stop in to enjoy the friendly ambiance while you wait.

Whatever you choose, don’t forget to
add a side of Naan, the Indian flat bread,
available plain or with garlic, to sop up the
delicious sauces. A Taste of India’s rice
– made traditionally in a large but not tall
sauce pan – is tender and perfectly cooked.
Indian appetizers, too, are on the menu:
Veggie Samosas are made with vegan
pastry stuffed with seasoned potatoes and
peas; Paneer Pakora is homemade cheese
stuffed with tangy mint and cilantro sauce;
and Aloo Tikki is stuffed mashed potato with
Indian spices.
Food is always available to go, but
customers are welcome to dine in at tables
in the restaurant section of the shop, and
can also choose from TnT’s large selection
of beer, wine and soft drinks to enjoy with
their meals, or try a cup of Indian tea.
A Taste of India, at TnT Market, 35 West
Commercial Street, serves food Tuesdays
through Saturdays, from 11 am to 10 pm.
Call 456-1290 for more information or to
order ahead.

Science

From Page 14

sciences, engineering/technology (Earth/Space), mathematics as it
relates to physical sciences, and physical sciences.
Ten projects and three alternate projects advanced to the California
State Science Fair. The Mendocino County Science Fair state judges
selected the following students in grades 6-12 with Class A and Class B
Projects to compete at the state level (in no particular order).
California State Science Fair Qualified Projects
Grade level 9-12: Dalton Robinson, “Parasite Susceptibility in Icelandic
Sheep: A Comparison of Offspring of Iceland-born Rams vs. Americanborn Rams,” from Mendocino High School; Yee-Kit Chan, Jaimie Yu,
“MSG and Cell Growth,” Developing Virtue Secondary School (Girls
Division); Willow Daun-Widner, “Lipids and Latex – How Common Lipids
Affect the Elasticity of Medical Grade Latex,” Willits Charter School;
and Mariah Cox, “The Effects of Wildfire Ash on Soil Nutrient Levels,”
Laytonville High School.
Grade level 6-8: Hunter Paris; “Parachute Predicament,” Willits Charter
School; Audrey Sherf, “Tweeking Texts to Help Dyslexics,” Willits Charter
School; Jade L’Heureux, “Infinity Rover,” Eagle Peak Middle School;
Owen Schuster, Andreas Allende, “Making a change for people who
can’t afford electricity,” Eagle Peak Middle School; “Michael Okawa; “I’m
a Big Fan,” Baechtel Grove Middle School; and Tyler Simerson, “Use
and Reuse, but Is Your Straw Clean?,” St. Mary of the Angels.
Alternate projects, all grade level 6-8: YiFan Chan, “Impact of Mixing
Engine Oil,” Ukiah Independent Study Academy; Kylie Neuroth, “Carbon
Dioxide Gas,” Laytonville Middle School; and Jonah Meyers, “What are
Some Methods for Making Buildings Safer in an Earthquake?,” St. Mary
of the Angels.
If you would like to volunteer in the future or would like more information,
please contact Kimberly Barden at 707-467-5100 or kbarden@mcoe.us.

SATURDAY,
APRIL
20
from 10 am to 12 pm at J.D. Redhouse

Map Making - Graphic Design
Web Sites - Custom Business Software

Little Lake Studios
Compliance Diagrams
Topography Maps
Lake Streambed Water Maps
Landscape & Site Design
Custom Apps and Database Design

707.459.9630
500 SOUTH MAIN ST. WILLITS
Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

All the dishes come in various sizes, from
Bowl Specials (ranging from $6.99 to $9.99),
to Thali Combination Plates (ranging from
$10.99 to $15.99), to full 24 ounce servings
of the various curries and main dishes,
ranging from $12.99 to $16.99).

The rest of

Digital images by Maureen Moore are just $5 each!

ORGANIC PLANT STARTS,
NATURAL EGG DYES,
PASTURE-RAISED EGGS,
EASTER CANDY & MORE!

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

From Page 5

PHOTOS WITH THE EASTER BUNNY!

PLUS... FRESH FLOWERS,
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India

See standings, stats and schedules at www.wrll.siplay.
com/site/.

707-341-7333 info@LittleLakeStudios.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Marc Komer

Legal Document Assistant

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,
Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

www.mendolegaldocs.com

459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Elegant Lilly
This elegant senior is 14-year-old Lilly!
She has had quite a life so far, but it’s not
over yet and she has lots of love left to give.
Her foster mom says that Lilly gets along
fine with her two small and calm senior
female dogs, and she is indifferent to her
cats for the most part.
Lilly is sweet, friendly and relaxed, but
can be playful and sassy too. This Doxie
mix only weighs about 9 pounds so she
won’t take up much space in your house,
but do you have the room in your heart?
That certain someone is out there waiting
and so is Lilly! Come meet her!
The Humane Society for Inland
Mendocino County is located at 9700 Uva
Drive, Redwood Valley. Open hours: 1 to
5 pm, Wednesday through Friday; and 11
am to 3 pm, Saturday and Sunday. Please
give us a call at 707-485-0123 if you have
questions. You can view all our adoptable
dogs and cats on Petfinder or through our website: mendohumanesociety.com. To
volunteer or help take the dogs for a walk, please join HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am for
an orientation.

Softball | Sequoya
Swearingin, 17, Junior
How Long Playing the Sport: For 13
years
Breakfast of Champions: Bacon and
eggs
Love of the Sport: “I like the teamwork.”
Other Sports Played: None
Sequoya is a junior pitcher. Most of
last year and into pre-season this year
she was plagued with injuries. She has
battled back and is showing dominance
on the mound. Last week she recorded
13 strikeouts against Kelseyville and
pitched the complete game. We are
happy to have her back healthy, and look
forward to seeing what the rest of the
season has in store.
– Submitted by Varsity Softball
Coach Magnum Forkner

JV Baseball | Collin
Spackman, 15,
Sophomore

Sweet Sunny
Mr. Friendly is a gorgeous dog who looks like a Creamsicle, and he’s also that sweet.
Sunny knows “Sit” and “Down,” and he’s easy to walk on a leash. He’s been a pet and
knows the rules, so he’s going to adjust to his forever home quickly. Sunny will need
a home with secure fencing, as he has a bit of wanderlust! (And of course, every dog
needs a home with good fencing!) This guy is sure to put a smile on your face and be
the sunshine of your life! Sunny is a 3-year-old neutered male who currently weighs 56
pounds.
The Ukiah Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah. Adoption hours are Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 pm, and Wednesday from 10 am to
6:30 pm. To view photos and bios of some of the other wonderful adoptable animals here,
please visit online at: www.mendoanimalshelter.com or visit the shelter. For more info
about adoptions, call: 707467-6453.
Help get every dog at the
Ukiah shelter out for some
exercise at the “Empty the
Shelter” pack walk every
second Saturday of the
month, this weekend on
April 13.

How Long Playing the Sport: “Ever
since tee-ball. I took a two-year break in
middle school and started again in eighth
grade.”
Breakfast of Champions: French toast
Love of the Sport: “I like all of it – playing
with everyone and having fun.”
Other Sports Played: Basketball
Collin threw a no hitter through five
innings against the Cloverdale Eagles.
He led the team to a 10-0 win for the
Wolverines in the first league game of the
season. He almost had a perfect game,
but walked his first batter in the top of the
5th inning. He is the JV team captain and
is a positive leader for the team.
– Submitted by Coach Aaron
Branscomb
Far left: This Tree Swallow perched on
a fence is looking at a potential nesting
site. Tree Swallows migrate here to
next from Central and South America.
At left: The Western Meadowlark –
which nests in grassy meadows – lives
in Little Lake Valley year-round.
Below, from left: Early spring
wildflowers include Purple Camas,
California Buttercups, and a
white Camas, too. White Breasted
Nuthatches also live in the valley all
year. The Giant White Wake Robin or
Trillium albidum is blooming profusely
in some local areas this spring, which
looks to be a particularly good year for
this exquisite plant.

Spring walking tour
of Little Lake Valley this Sunday
The public is invited to take a Spring Tour of the Little
Lake Valley, led by botanist and biologist Marisela de Santa
Anna of the Mendocino County Resources Conservation
District, on Sunday, April 14 from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm.
“This will be a time to see some early spring wildflowers
and birds out in the Little Lake Valley,” de Santa Anna said.
“Many neotropical warblers and songbirds are arriving to build
nests and raise their young. Bullock’s Orioles, Black-Headed
Grosbeaks, and Lazuli Buntings are all possible sights in
the riparian corridors. Three birds that are resident all yearround here in our valley, are the Western Meadowlark, the
White-Breasted Nuthatch, and Tree Swallows. We should
see all three of those birds on our tour.

“The Purple Camas and California Buttercups will be
just starting to bloom out in the grasslands. It should be
a spectacular day out there. Wear shoes good for walking
and OK to get wet and a hat, and bring lunch and water.
Children are welcome but no dogs.”
Those interested in learning more can RSVP at 707841-7172 (you can text) or email mdsa1955@gmail.com.
De Santa Anna publishes a blog on the MCRCD site
at http://mcrcd.org/author/marisela. Some recent items
posted include “An Abundant Trillium Year,” “Turkeys in the
Springtime,” “The Search for Nesting Spaces” and “The
Tule Elk in the Spring.”

Tell the Insurance
“I Choose Yokums!”
1619 South Main Street • Willits

707-459-9385
yokumsbodyshop.com

Indian Food

Vegetarian and vegan options.

707-459-9116
500 D. Pinoleville Dr. UKIAH, CA.
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