
City to 
pursue 

energy-
saving 
steps

The Willits City Council 
directed staff to pursue 
some steps towards 
changes in their energy 
policies last week, including 
looking into having a 
consultant audit the city’s 
energy use, and possibly 
setting some “sustainability 
guidelines” for the staff.

City Manager Stephanie 
Garrabrant-Sierra said they 
would continue to shape the 
plans and bring something 
back before the council at a 
later date.

Assistant Engineer 
Susanne Loutsis gave an 
energy management plan 
presentation at the meeting, 
which she said was created 
as a response to last year’s 
goal-setting session when 
the council listed energy 
management as one of its 
priorities moving forward.

Loutsis had a list of 
five different possible 
suggestions for the council 
to consider, although she 
acknowledged she was a 
little unclear about what the 
council wanted.

“I knew you wanted an 

Blosser 
Lane
The newest 
school in the 

Willits district 
still has some 

big-ticket items 
to fix

At 30 years old and home 
to about 320 third- through 
fifth-graders, Blosser Lane 
Elementary School is the 
newest school campus in 
the Willits Unified School 
District.

“Its issues are fairly minor 
compared to the others,” 
said Superintendent 
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At top: The fun of 
owning chicks, sans 
the responsibility, can 
be easily handled by 
buying one of these 
rubber peepers at Coast 
Hardware. Above: J.D. 
Redhouse also offers 
educational books and 
chick supplies. Below, 
left: Willits Power has 
meat birds, in addition 
to layers. Below, right: 
These Golden-Laced 
Cochin Bantams will grow 
up to be layers, but will 
lay small, cute eggs.

Photos by Maureen Moore

Peepers, from plastic to poofy – and all the tools 
you need to care for them – are available all around 
town this time of year as spring gets ready to come 
into full swing.

Three Willits businesses, 
Coast Hardware, J.D. 
Redhouse and Willits Power 
and Hardware, are all shipping 

in baby chicks and are stocked with all the supplies 
needed for your brood.

Coast Hardware will still receive shipments of 
White Crested Black Polish, Silver Laced Wyandotte, 
Ameraucana, Barred Rock, Buff Orphington, 
Speckled Sussex, Red Star, Blue Silkies, Black 
Silkies, and White Silkies. 

J.D. Redhouse will still receive Ameracauna, 
Golden Sexlink, Silver-Laced Wyndotte, Barred 
Rock, Rhode Island Red, Black Australorp, Light 
Brahma, Danish Brown Leghorn, Black Sexlink, and 
Delaware chicks.

Willits Power will still receive Rhode Island Red, 
Black Sexlink, Black Maran, Blue Wyandotte, Blue/
Red-laced Wyandottes, and Welsummer chicks.

Reach out to each business for ship dates and 
more information regarding orders: Coast Hardware: 
459-2201; J.D. Redhouse: 459-1214; and Willits 
Power: 459-6420.

Peepers  
Aplenty

Get ready for spring with 
a new flock, or add more 

babies to your brood

Sheriff 
promises 

‘jaw-
dropping’ 

testimony in 
Hart 

family 
inquest 

Mendocino County 
Sheriff Tom Allman 
promised “jaw-dropping” 
evidence during the second 
day of testimony Thursday 
in the coroner’s inquest 
investigating the deaths 
of eight family members 
whose van plunged over a 
100-foot cliff on the rugged 
Mendocino Coast in March 
2018.

Testimony began 
Wednesday, April 3 at the 
Willits Justice Center in the 
first coroner’s hearing to be 
held in Mendocino County 
since 1967.

At issue is determination 
of the cause of death of the 
eight members of the Hart 
family: Jennifer and Sarah 
Hart, both 38, 19-year-old 
Markis Hart, 16-year-old, 
Hannah Hart, 15-year-old 
Devonte Hart, 14-year-old 
Jeremiah Hart, 14-year-old 
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New  
Measure B 

Committee ad 
hoc to review 

Kemper 
Report 

The Measure B 
Committee on March 
27 approved a motion 
to create an ad hoc 
committee to review the 
recommendations of the 
Kemper Report and pass on 
certain recommendations 
on prudent policy measures 
to the full committee. 

However, the motion 
included provisions that 
the ad hoc committee’s 
work would not “usurp” 
or otherwise replace or 
take precedence over 
the committee’s earlier 
recommendation to the 
board of supervisors that the 
county explore the feasibility 
of developing, either singly 
or in combination, a crisis 
stabilization unit, a crisis 
residential treatment facility 
and a psychiatric health 
facility. 

In addition, the motion 
also included a directive 
that the ad hoc committee 
would not make any 
recommendations on the 
expansion or creation of 
mental health services at 
this time. 

$8.17 
million 

in fire 
recovery 
grants for 

county

Mendocino County has 
received $8.17 million in fire 
recovery grants over the 
past two years. The county 
has tapped into resources 
provided by the federal 
government, CalFire’s 
Climate Investment 
program, the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, the Golden State 
Finance Corporation and 
even local energy company, 
Sonoma Clean Power. 

In a phone conversation 
this week, County Deputy 
Executive Officer Darcie 
Antle detailed where the 
money for the individual 
grants has come from and 
what it is going to be used 
for. 

Early in 2018, Sonoma 
Clean Power gave the 
county $150,000 for 
technical assistance, both 
for the Redwood Valley 
County Water District, which 
was seriously impacted by 
the October 2017 fire, and 
to provide support to enable 

Blosser Lane Elementary School, Willits 
Unified’s newest, looking good but still in 
need of major repair work.

Cafeteria tables are taken out of 
their wall storage spaces every day 
but are cumbersome and dangerous 
to take down and put up.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Above: Oh the humidity! White Crested 
Black Polish having a bad hair day at Coast 
Hardware.

Photo by 
Pamalee 
Thrift
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Volume 6, Number 300

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters 

from our readers

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events 
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents 
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of 
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to 
once every four weeks. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits, 
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must 
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although 
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No 
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a 
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS Rain Totals in Willits
Precipitation in the Willits area as of April 3

(Note: Willits Weekly’s “rain year” started September 29, with the first local rains.)

National Weather Service, Willits Howard Ranger Station 55.72” as of 4/3/2019 at 12 pm
Mendocino College North County Center 44.21” as of 4/3/2019 at 12 pm
Willits sewer plant 54.36” as of 4/3/2019 at 10 am
High Horse Ranch 48.87” as of 4/3/2019 at 12 pm
Lucky Monkey’s Ranch 54.17” as of 4/2/2019 at 11:30 pm
Highway 20, Willits 56.79” as of 4/3/2019 at 12 pm

“Give Back Homes”
A portion of my commission goes towards helping build homes for families in need.

3625 Ridgewood Road, Willits
One-of-a-kind 3 bedroom, 2 bath country home on approx. 3.5 acres.

Enjoy spectacular sunsets with no neighbors in sight!

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY • APRIL 7 • 1 TO 4 P.M.

David Palma
REALTOR®

CalDRE#01938792
david@palmaprop.com
www.3625ridgewoodrd.com
707-391-9011
487 N. STATE ST.
UKIAH, CA 95482

 

Willits Library Spring  

 
 
 
 

 

 

     when:    Thursday, 6 - 9 pm 
                 (FOWL members only) 
                 Friday, 10 am - 6 pm 
                       Saturday, 10 am - 4 pm 
                 Sunday, 10 am - 3 pm 
                 ($5 a grocery-sized bag day!) 
 

     where:   Willits Community Center 
       111 E. Commercial St., Willits 
 

            bring:     your book bag 

Art is a passion that extends beyond 
classroom assignments. The human need 
for self-expression and the inherent drive 
to create visions in two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional realities was much in 

evidence at the 20th 
annual Under 20 Art 
exhibit at the Willits 
Center for the Arts. 

Carolyn Bakewell, art instructor at Willits 
High School, has been the steward of this 
yearly show for the last 19 years. Bakewell 
took over from Kathleen Kirkpatrick after 
the first year of the exhibit.  

Most of the displayed art stemmed 
from classroom assignments, where the 
talented young adults used their personal 
experiences and techniques in order to 
make the art their own. Students from Willits 
High School, the Willits Charter School for 
the Arts and Sciences, Sanhedrin High 
School, Laytonville High School, and La 
Vida Charter School exhibited talent and 
creative thinking in their realization of an 
assignment idea and the way in which they 
visualized solutions to artistic problems. 

In the age of computers and artificial 
intelligence, almost all of the art in the 
exhibit was done by hand, albeit with some 
innovations in materials and media. Most of 
the participants said that they have been 
creating art as long as they remember and 
intend to continue doing so, either simply 
as an aesthetic outlet or to try and pursue 
art as a profession.

Art instructors Sienna Reno and Jazz-
minh Moore of the Willits Charter School, 
Carolyn Bakewell of Willits High School 
and Carolyn Carpenter of Laytonville High 

School were in attendance and extremely 
impressed by the work of their students. 

Moore spoke about one of her students, 
Jasmyn Rosado: “She is one of my most 
talented students. She is so multi-faceted. 
I often give her some prompt and then let 
her go and just see what she comes up 
with. She’ll think of things that I wouldn’t 
think of. She creates atmosphere in every 
piece. It’s never just a picture of something. 
It always feels like there is energy being 
emitted from her work. I see Jasmyn as a 
professional artist.” 

Moore’s praise of her student 
demonstrates the pride the instructors have 
in the work of their students. The instructors 
are impressed with how their students have 
taken ideas in their assignments, such as 
cutting a piece from a magazine, pasting it 
on a page, and expanding it with their own 
techniques to create a full piece of art. 

Carpenter was impressed with her 
students’ ability to draw objects that will 
remind those that know them of who they 
appear to be. One student, Mikayla Auman 
of Laytonville High School, ran with an idea 
from an assignment, which was to emulate 
the work of Stuart Davis. 

Davis is known for deconstructing 
advertising and common scenes in a series 
of paintings in which he rearranged the 
objects to make a world of his own. Auman 
chose to work with Kellogg’s Frosted Flakes 
because the women in her family are all 
named Frost. She made the assignment 
personal but at the same time, something 

Art Under 20
Exhibit celebrates 20th anniversary 

 by inviting past participants to display 
works alongside young artists

Above, from left: Carolyn Bakewell, WHS art instructor and show coordinator, sits outside the 
Willits Center for the Arts during the Art Under 20 exhibit opening. High school students converse 
while checking out each other’s art at the Art Under 20 exhibit on Friday. Alumni artist Malakai 
Schindel attends the show with his parents, Donna and Greg Schindel. Below, left: WHS sophomore 
Remy Cottrell shows off his “Lake View on a Summer Day.” Below, right: Anela Hernandez, a WHS 
sophomore, displays her artwork, “Sinking.” At bottom, left: Alexis Blower, a WCS sophomore, 
makes nature the focus in her painting, “Seeking.” At bottom, right: Orion Hernandez, a WHS 
sophomore, stands in front of his artwork, “Blood Eagle.”

Above: Trina Soto, 
a La Vida Charter 
School sophomore, 
crafted “Wolf and 
Coyote” on wood. 
At left: Anne 
Magratten Hawki 
repurposes trash into 
a canvas to create her 
vibrant painting.
At right: Art Under 20 
posters from previous 
years line the wall 
outside the gallery.
Photos by Mathew Caine

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Read the rest of
Au20 Over on Page 11

Sweethearts wanted!
To the Editor:
Spring is here, and that means summer is just around 
the corner, as is the 93rd annual Willits Frontier Days 
celebration. As always, we are looking for a cowgirl to 
represent our event this year.
Applications are available online now for contestants at 
www.WillitsFrontierDays.com or on our Facebook page: 
www.Facebook.com/WillitsFrontierDaysRodeo through 
the deadline of Friday, April 26. A mandatory meeting for 
all contestants will be on Tuesday, April 30 at the Willits 
Frontier Days grounds, and ticket sales will be allowed 
to begin on Wednesday, May 1.
We continue to encourage all would-be contestants to 
apply, from Willits and the surrounding areas. Not only is 
the contest a fun experience, but it’s also a way to earn 
back a percentage of the ticket sales, too.
Contestants must compete in a poise and personality 
contest, demonstrate their mounted horsemanship 
skills, answer questions about rodeo and the equestrian 
lifestyle, and, of course, sell tickets for the 2019 Willits 
Frontier Days events.
For more information, contact Kathy Graves at 489-
0442.
Marcy Barry, vice president, Willits Frontier Days

‘All Means All’
To the Editor:
Why do we continue to hurt our brothers and sisters? 
That is the question that pierces the hearts of so many of 
us when the greater United Methodist Church continues 
to exclude our LGBTQIA brothers and sisters.
We are deeply saddened by this decision to discriminate 
against our LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters. At the Willits 
United Methodist Church, we welcome all – there is 
room for all at God’s table of love. It is a table of full 
inclusion.
We, along with many United Methodist Churches 
throughout the world, “intend to continue to be one 
church. Mission and ministry is too important. This is 
where we stand, we are not moving, we are not leaving, 
and we are not changing.”
Please stop by to visit us … where all are welcome and 
“All Means All.”

Pastor Rosemary Landry  
and the leadership of the Willits UMC

Safeway supports seniors
To the Editor:
The financial support provided by Safeway to the Willits 
Senior Center is critical in such a rural community with 
very few corporate sponsors available. Safeway’s help 
allows our organization to be there for those who have 
given much to our city in the past, but now must turn to 
us for help.
Safeway’s $2,500 contribution was applied to the 
purchasing of food for our Meals on Wheels program. 
This has enabled us to maintain delivering a hot 
nutritious meal to the homebound elderly and those 
recovering from recent hospitalization or surgery.
Without caring and concerned companies like Safeway, 
our doors might not be open to serve those who depend 
on us for the Meals on Wheels program. We rely on the 

kindness and humanity of others and commit ourselves 
to aiding a most important element of this community – 
our seniors. 
We thank Safeway for all they do for our seniors. Our 
community is a better place because of the kindness 
and generosity of companies such as Safeway.

Richard Baker, executive director,  
Willits Senior Inc.

Bikers Against Child Abuse
To the Editor:
The Mendocino County Chapter of Bikers Against Child 
Abuse would like to invite you to attend the ceremonial 
balloon release in honor of abused children in Mendocino 
County. The event will be held on Saturday April 13, 
2019 at 12 pm. The event will be held at the empty lot 
on the northwest side of the intersection of Commercial 
Street and Main Street.
The ceremonial balloon release is an annual event 
where the Mendocino County Chapter of Bikers Against 
Child Abuse release red and black balloons in honor of 
children who have suffered from or died as a result of 
child abuse in this county.
Bikers Against Child Abuse, Inc. (B.A.C.A.) exists with 
the intent to create a safer environment for abused 
children. We exist as a body of bikers to empower 
children to not feel afraid of the world in which they 
live. We stand ready to lend support to our wounded 
friends by involving them with an established, united 
organization. 

Preacher, president,  
Mendocino County Chapter of B.A.C.A

‘All hands on deck!’
To the Editor:
The American Legion, Willits Post 174 is reaching 
out again to solicit community involvement and youth 
participation in our upcoming Radio-Controlled Model 
Sailboat Regatta, scheduled for August 10, 2019.
The Redwood Empire Model Shipwrights Club from 
Rohnert Park will be on hand at the Willits High School 
pool on Saturday, April 20 from 10 am to 2 pm to exhibit 
and demonstrate the capabilities of their model ships.
In order to have a regatta, we need ships and “skippers” 
to navigate them. What a great opportunity to undertake 
a radio-controlled ship-building project. Develop 
your team-building and problem-solving skills as one 
undertakes the task of building/assembling a beautiful 
sailing ship.
The American Legion Post has been diligently working 
with Willits High School leaders to provide scheduled 
pool access in the upcoming months, which will provide 
a convenient “cement pond” where skippers can hone 
their navigational skills as we lead up to our August 
event.
Bring your folding beach chair and “come on down” to 
poolside. It’s sure to pique your interest.
Post member George Froschl (retired MSgt. USAF) and 
harbor master for this exposition, has done extensive 
work investigating the nuances of a regatta, and is 
most knowledgeable about the current planned activity. 
Contact him at 707-463-4226 for more information about 
joining the Radio-Controlled Model Sailboat Regatta.

Roger Ham, adjutant,  
American Legion, Willits Post 174

Increased risk of measles 
in Mendocino County

Submitted by Mendocino County Public Health and 
Mendocino County Office of Education

The Health and Human Services Agency Public Health 
Branch and the Mendocino County Office of Education are 
working together to notify local residents of an increased 
risk of measles in Mendocino County resulting from recent 
cases identified in Santa Clara, Chico and Redding.

Public Health Officer Dr. Gary Pace said measles is a 
highly contagious virus that spreads through coughing 
and sneezing. Up to 90 percent of non-immunized people 
who encounter an infected person (or the virus they leave 
behind) will also become infected. When infected people 
cough, sneeze or touch something, the virus can remain 
active for up to two hours, allowing others to breathe 
contaminated air or pick up the virus from infected surfaces 
such as doorknobs and armrests. 

“Some parents have opted not to vaccinate their children 
based on their belief that this is the best course of action 
for their children,” Dr. Pace said. “When there weren’t 
any reported cases of measles nearby, the threat to non-
immunized children and to our community as a whole was 
minimal. However, things have changed. The risk is far 
higher. If you were on the fence before, now’s the time to 
vaccinate.” He recommended people contact their primary 
care provider to do so.

Measles can be especially dangerous for children and frail 
adults. It remains the leading cause of vaccine-preventable 
death in children worldwide. For those who contract the 
disease and survive, there are sometimes long-lasting 
problems such as hearing loss and neurological problems. 
The measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine is 97 
percent effective, which means only 30 out of every 1,000 
people who are vaccinated will not be fully protected.

However, if everyone is vaccinated, everyone benefits 
from herd immunity. Those 30 people are unlikely to come 
into contact with the virus, so they are safe, too. To reach 
herd immunity, approximately 90 percent of people must be 
vaccinated. 

Once people are fully vaccinated, usually as children, 
they do not need a booster as an adult. To find out how many 
kindergarteners are immunized at your child’s elementary 
school, visit www.shotsforschool.org/K-12/how-doing. To 
find out how many seventh-graders are immunized at your 
child’s middle school, visit www.shotsforschool.org/7th-
grade/how-doing. Children are not required to get additional 
vaccinations after seventh grade.

No cases have been reported in Mendocino County 
to date. However, if you or your child has the following 
symptoms, please contact your primary care provider. 
Measles symptoms start with a high fever, cough, runny 
nose, and red, watery eyes (conjunctivitis). A few days later, 
small white spots appear in the mouth. Three to five days 
after that, people develop a rash that begins with flat red 
spots on the face at the hairline and spreads downward to 
the neck, trunk, arms, legs and feet. A fever can spike with 
the onset of the rash. 

People are often contagious four days before the rash 
appears to four days after it disappears, which is why it is 
so important to pay attention to early symptoms. If people 
believe they have been exposed, they should not go out 
in public. If parents fear their children have been exposed, 
they should call their primary care provider.

The primary care provider may request that the child 
remain in the car rather than be brought into the health 
center or doctor’s office. The provider can go to them, 
instead. Other ways to reduce the spread of measles 
include hand washing, covering your cough, and wearing 
masks.

If you do not have a primary care provider, contact 
Mendocino County Public Health at 707-472-2600.
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03-28-19  (South Main Street) 
Medical assist: Little Lake Fire assisted 

the current medic unit at scene with patient 
packaging and loading for transport to 
Adventist Health Howard Memorial. 8 
firefighters responded for service. 

03-28-19  (Highway 20, mile marker 
23) 

Vehicle accident: Little Lake Fire 
responded to a reported vehicle over the 
bank. Upon arrival a vehicle was viewed 
approximately 10 feet over the bank; the 
vehicle had major damage. Upon search of 
the area, no occupants were in or around 
the area. 7 firefighters responded for 
service. 

03-29-19  (Highway 101, mile marker 
52)

Vehicle accident: Little Lake Fire 
responded to a reported vehicle into the 
creek. Upon arrival a vehicle was viewed 
off the roadway next to the creek. The 
occupant had self-extricated and gone to 
a nearby residence. the current medic at 
scene transported the patient to Adventist 
Health Howard Memorial. Fire units at 
scene checked the vehicle for additional 
leaks. 8 firefighters responded for service.  

03-29-19  (Locust Street)
Medical assist: Little Lake Fire responded 

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department handled 189 incidents in this 
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

March 25
9:12 am: Officers initiated a missing 

person investigation in the 100 block of 
East Mendocino Avenue.

1:31 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of threats in the 500 block of South Main 
Street.

1:59 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an assault in the 1300 block of South 
Main Street.

2:27 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of harassment in the 800 block of South 
Main Street.

2:36 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 200 block of North Main 
Street.

9:26 pm: DILOI, William Kitchner (58) of 
Willits was contacted in the 100 block of 
West Mendocino Avenue. He was arrested 
pursuant to 23152 (A) VC (Driving Under 
the Influence of Alcohol) and 231152 (B) 
VC (Driving with a Blood Alcohol content 
higher than 0.08 percent). 

March 26
7:47 am: Officers responded to a report 

of rape in the 1700 block of South Main 
Street.

3:20 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 800 block of 
South Main Street.

7:11 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 100 block of Creekside 
Drive.

9:35 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance near the intersection of 
Barbara Lane and Railroad Avenue.

March 27
7:48 am: Officers initiated a hit-and-run 

vehicle collision investigation near the 
intersection of Sherwood Road and Birch 
Terrace.

10:53 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 200 block of 
East San Francisco Avenue.

2:42 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle 
theft investigation in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

7:45 pm: BOLTON IV, John William (42) 
of Willits was contacted in the 1700 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 647 (F) PC (Public Intoxication), 
1203.2 PC (Violation of Probation), and 
on misdemeanor charges of disorderly 
conduct (alcohol).

8:03 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 1400 block of 
South Main Street.

8:29 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an assault in the 100 block of North Main 
Street.

March 28
8:55 am: Officers responded to a report 

of illegal camping near the intersection 
of Williams Street and Casteel Lane and 
issued a warning.

12:40 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 200 block of South Main 
Street and issued a warning.

12:42 pm: PICKETT, Jason Edward (41) 

of Willits was contacted in the 1700 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
on misdemeanor charges of disobeying a 
court order and violation of probation.

1:15 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 1600 block of 
South Main Street.

1:20 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of South Main 
Street.

6:56 pm: LEACH, Matthew Levon (37) of 
Portland, Oregon was contacted in the 200 
block of Margie Drive. He was arrested on 
misdemeanor charges of vehicle theft.

8:35 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

March 29
9:47 am: Officers responded to a 

domestic disturbance near the intersection 
of Della Avenue and Viola Street.

1:26 pm: PETERS, Arthur Ray (66) of 
Willits was contacted in the 300 block 
of Robert Drive. He was arrested on 
misdemeanor charges of possession of a 
controlled substance.

5:02 pm: LAFLIN, Adam (42) of Willits 
was contacted in the 100 block of North 
Main Street. He was arrested pursuant 
to 647 (F) PC (Public Intoxication), 
1203.2 PC (Violation of Probation), and 
on misdemeanor charges of disorderly 
conduct (alcohol) and failure to appear.

6:44 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity near the intersection 
of Creekside Court and Creekside Drive.

10:47 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle near the intersection 
of School Street and Wood Street.

10:54 pm: CAHILL, Patrick Joseph (37) of 
Willits was contacted near the intersection 
of Creekside Court and Creekside Drive. 
He was arrested pursuant to 23152 (A) VC 
(Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol) 
and 231152 (B) VC (Driving with a Blood 
Alcohol content higher than 0.08 percent). 

March 30
12:57 am: Officers initiated a vehicle 

theft investigation in the 200 block of South 
Main Street.

9:41 am: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 500 block of East 
Commercial Street.

5:31 pm: McALLISTER, Dale Allen (59) 
of Willits was contacted in the 800 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 148 (A) PC (Resisting Arrest), 
1203.2 (Violation of Probation), and on 
misdemeanor charges of drinking or 
possessing alcoholic beverages in public 
places.

March 31
1:08 pm: Officers responded to a 

disturbance in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

5:00 pm: CAMPBELL, Alicia Marie 
(35) of Willits was contacted in the 200 
block of Alice Drive. She was arrested 
on misdemeanor charges of violation of 
probation.

5:08 pm: Officers responded to a 
domestic disturbance in the 100 block of 
East Commercial Street.

11:07 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 200 block of 
South Main Street.

Read the rest of
LLFD Over on Page 6

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW  T O 

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are 

formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Defense Department
 4. Diminutive  
     hoopster Webb
 8. Cools
10. Chili con __
11. Quantitative fact
12. Enliven
13. A woman of  
      refinement
15. Where royalty live
16. Beverage made of  
       oatmeal
17. Replaced
18. UK’s largest city
21. Obamacare
22. When you expect 
      to get there
23. Deutschland
24. Consumed
25. Paddle 
26. A way to consume
27. ‘Walter White’

34. The opera has one
35. Honk
36. Disorganization
37. Secret political clique
38. Recounted again
39. Converts to leather
40. Consisting of a single  
       element or  
      component
41. Therefore
42. Clownish
43. The habitat of  
      wild animals

CLUES DOWN
 1. Dreary
 2. Book page size
 3. Become less lively
 4. Grassy plain
 5. Attached a figure to
 6. Hungry
 7. NY-based department  
     store

 9. Pedestal
10. Single-celled animal
12. National capital
14. China’s chairman
15. Al Bundy’s wife
17. Acid in all living cells
19. Told
20. Displays heartbeat
23. Softly
24. Swiss river
25. Small chapel
26. Electronic  
      countermeasures
27. Asian nation
28. Neither
29. Peacock network
30. List of candidates
31. Medieval garment
32. Type of juice
33. ‘Coach’ actor
34. Puerto Rican dance 
      music La __
36. Texas politician Ted

ADAPTATION
AFTERSHAFT

ALBINISM
ALTRICIAL
AUDUBON

AVIARY
BANDING
BATHING

BEAK

BEHAVIOR
BIOLOGY

BIRD
BROOD

CAMOUFLAGE
CLUTCH

CONGENERS
COURTSHIP
DECURVED

DRINKING
DUSTING

ENDANGERED
FEATHER
FEEDING

FLEDGLING
FORAGING

HABITAT
INSECTS

INSULATE
JUVENAL

MIGRATION
MOLT
NEST

ORNITHOLOGIST
PLUMAGE

VANE
WATCHING

L I T T L E  L A K E  F I R E  P R O T EC T ION  D I S T R IC T

F I R E  CA L L S
March 28 to March 30, 2019

by LLFD Training Chief Eric Alvarez

W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
March 25 to March 31
By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

BROOKSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
TK-Kindergarten Registration

Date: April 15 & 17, 2019 • Time: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Location: Brookside Library

———
Abril 15 y 17, 2019 • A las 8:00-4:30pm

En La libraría de Brookside

Our TK-Kindergarten program is for children 5 years old by December 2, 2019.

If you have any questions please call the Brookside office at (707) 459-5385 or visit
our Website at brks.willitsunified.com

To pre-register please login to the following link: https://abi.willitsunified.net/enrollment
Para preinscribirse por favor sigua esta dirección: https://ani.willitsunified.net/enrollment/

Please bring: 
1. Emergency contact information
2. Active e-mail address
3. Birth certificate
4. Immunization records

Por favor trae: 
1. Información de contacto en caso de emergencia
2. Dirección de correo electrónico activa
3. Certificado de nacimiento
4. Registros de inmunización (vaccunas)

We’ll Turn that Frown
Upside Down

When your child 
is sick our team 
is here to help.
Call for an 
appointment today!

 (707) 456-9600
45 Hazel St., Willits

littlelakehealthcenter.org 
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.

WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, 
MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP 
AND OTHER INSURANCE.

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

Sharon Noah 
489-0441 

 

Margaret Andrews 
354-3977 

Christopher Martin 
367-3173 

 

Barbara Mercer 
489-2922 

Jake McFadden 
354-3874 

Elida Cardona 
354-1538 

Sal Madrigal 
354-1950 

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com 
DRE# 00528452 

1996 Manufactured home with 3 bedroom, 2 bath home and 1,200 
square feet. Home features central heat, well with 5,000 gallon storage 
tank, seasonal creek and expansive views all sitting on 10 fenced acres 
in beautiful Long Valley.    
 

Offered at $329,000 
 

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490  

FEATURED PROPERTY 
Presented by: Margaret Andrews 

Alison Pernell 
972-1364 

Price  
Reduced 

Fundraising for football 
trip to Australia

Willits High School football player Jacob Arms has 
been invited by Down Under Sports to play American 
football in Australia this summer, playing on the 
“California” team against kids his age from all over 
the world. 

Jacob is currently making hand-crafted wooden 
U.S. or custom flags as a fundraiser to help pay for 
his once-in-a-lifetime trip, which will cost $4,600. 
Jacob will leave on June 30 and return on July 9.

The flags, made out of redwood and pine, are 
available in two sizes. The small ones are 13 inches 
high by 25 inches long, and cost $50. The large ones 
are 19 inches high by 37 inches long, and cost $100. 

Visit the “Arms Family Craft” page on Facebook to 
learn more or email jacobarms@willitsunified.com. 

“As far as we know at the moment, Jacob is the only 
student within the surrounding area to be invited to 
attend to the Down Under Sports event this summer,” 
said his dad, Billy Arms. In addition to playing football, 
Down Under lets the kids experience things the locals 
get to see and do, including going snorkeling and 
attending a wildlife refuge where they’ll get to hang 
out with kangaroos and koala bears.

Jacob wants to go to college to play football, and 
plans to major in Space Aeronautics, to fulfill his 
dream of working with NASA. 

Donations to support Jacob’s trip can be made 
directly through the Down Under Sports site at 
https://downundersports.com/payment/XRC-YIZ. 
Jacob is also selling Down Under T-shirts for $25 as 
a fundraiser: Youth sizes XS, S, M and L, and adult 
sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL and 4 XL. Mail payment 
with desired size to Jacob Arms, 226 Margie Drive, 
Willits CA 95490, with your name, delivery address 
and phone number, and Jacob will deliver your shirt 
to you. 

– Jennifer 
Poole

Swim | Savanna Hofmaister 
17, Senior

How Long Playing the Sport: Two years
Breakfast of Champions: Bagels with lox and capers ... and cream 
cheese
Love of the Sport: “I like how 
calming it is. It’s relaxing on 
my joints ... tranquil.”
Other Sports Played: 
Sophomore volleyball and 
freshman cross-country.

Savanna has improved her 
times from last year with her 
dedication and hard work. 
Savanna is a great leader 
to the team and is always 
encouraging others to do their 
best. 

– Submitted by Head Swim 
Coach Mattie Pinon

Track | Torron 
Henderson, 18, 

Senior
How Long Playing the Sport: 
“Since seventh grade”
Breakfast of Champions: 
Cream of wheat with berries ... 
and bacon
Love of the Sport: “It’s more 
of an individual sport – my own 
success ... and fault if I screw 
up.”
Other Sports Played: 
Baseball, basketball and 
football.

Torron is a highly self-motivated athlete. The first track meet at the 
Wild Cat Open, he got 4th in discus and 3rd in shot put. He got 1st in 
shot put and 2nd in discus at the Maria Carrillo Extravaganza, and he 
also got 3rd in discuss and 3rd in shot put at the Twilight competition. 
At the Throwers Jamboree he threw 1st in discus and 3rd in shot put.

– Submitted by Athletic Director Marian Lohne

Amazing Athletes

Above, left: One of the wooden U.S. flags, customized with 
a U.S. Army logo, that Jacob Arms is making. Above: Jacob 
in his Willits High School football uniform.

Far left: A 
selection of 
the hand-
crafted wooden 
flags. At left: 
Jacob Arms 
working on 
the flags in his 
grandfather’s 
wood shop.
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CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

1501 BAECHTEL RD.
WILLITS

707-459-6826

Just In Time For Easter...
See’s Chocolate Eggs

Variety of Chocolate Easter Eggs.....$600

Bunny Hop Box............................$800

Peanut Brittle (1.5 Lb.).............$2150

Lollypops...................................$100

Chocolates (1 Lb. Box):
Dark........................................$2150

Nuts & Chews............................$2150

Assorted..................................$2150

Soft Centers.............................$2150Tell the Insurance
“I Choose Yokums!”

1619 South Main Street • Willits

707-459-9385
yokumsbodyshop.com

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

After the devastating fires that swept through the county 
and state in the past few years with resultant evacuations, 
North Coast Opportunities provided workshops about 
daycare emergency procedures for Lake and Mendocino 

counties last year. 
Diane Deaton, owner of Aunt 

Di’s Daycare in Willits, attended 
the meeting in Ukiah and was 

impressed with the information. So she decided to have an 
Emergency Planning Meeting of her own with her daycare 
families. She is possibly the first home-based daycare 
provider having this kind of meeting in the county.

“Things happen and it’s a huge responsibility to take 
care of a person’s most prized possession: their child. 
When you add a disaster on top of that, it’s an enormous 
responsibility. I feel like, as a childcare provider, I would 
be completely inept not to take care of this so my parents 
know what my plan is and I know theirs,” she said.

Six weeks before the meeting, Deaton sent out a letter 
to her parents expressing her concern. “We need to have 
a plan in place should [a disaster] ever happen in our 
community,” she wrote in her letter. “I have an action plan 
and ideas I would like to share with you, and I would like to 
hear your suggestions as well. 

“Your input is critical in my emergency planning process 
because it is your children I am keeping safe. I feel it 
is critical we are on the same page on this topic.” After 
checking with the families, it was agreed they’d meet on 

March 29 at 6:30 pm with dinner included. 
Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman came to the 

meeting to talk about emergencies and evacuations. He 
was impressed by the forward- thinking daycare provider 
and committed parents. “I have never been asked, on a 
Friday night, to go talk in front of people who actually want 
to talk about things that need to be talked about, as in a 
disaster. I’m thrilled to be here! I’d be here at midnight on a 
Sunday if you wanted,” he said to the laughing group. 

Allman was adamant that parents and the public get 
up-to-date information about emergencies or disasters 
and any resulting evacuations or other crucial information 
people need to make decisions. He stressed he wants 
people to know exactly what’s going on.

“We’ve had two years of evacuations. It’s organized 
chaos,” he told the group. He said to make sure to tune into 
the local radio stations that stay informed and continually 
broadcast current information, stations like KZYX 9.15 
FM in the Willits area, or KOZT, 95.3 FM. Willits has its 
own low-power radio station that also put out emergency 
information during the fires, KLLG, 97.9 FM.

People can stay up to date on the internet by visiting www.
mendocinosheriff.com, Allman said, or the “Mendocino 
County Sheriff” Facebook page. One can also sign up 
for the cell phone Emergency Alert System through the 

Disaster Planning
Aunt Di’s Daycare holds emergency plan 

meeting with parents, county sheriff

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Disaster Over on Page 15

Read the rest of
Medicare

Over on Page 15

At left: Childcare provider Diane Deaton explains her daycare 
evacuation plans to parents. Above: Kourtni helps her son, 
Waylon, decide what he wants to eat. Waylon’s dad waits his turn. 
Below: Penelope enjoys sitting on Gramma Mert’s lap listening 
to a story while her parents attend the emergency-evacuation 
meeting. At bottom: The children play inside as parents meet with 
their daycare provider.

At left: Diane Deaton’s mother-in-law, Myrtle Deaton, 
is integral in running Aunt Di’s Daycare – she helps 
the children plant seeds for the daycare’s new garden 
while parents meet to discuss an emergency plan.
Above: Daycare provider Diane Deaton talks with 
Sheriff Tom Allman about her plans for the evening as 
parents and children arrive at Aunt Di’s Daycare.

Photos by Ree Slocum

COLUMN |  

Medicare Notes

Medicare 
can help 
you stay 
healthy

By Greg Dill, Medicare 
regional administrator 

You may have heard 
something lately about 
“preventive health care.” 
What does that mean?

At its most basic, 
preventive health care 
means living a healthy 
lifestyle. Eat a balanced 
diet. Exercise regularly. 
Maintain a healthy weight. 
And stop smoking.

Like anyone else, people 
with Medicare can benefit 
from healthy living habits. 
But Medicare covers a 
wide variety of shots to help 
you stay healthy. It also 
covers numerous tests to 
help detect diseases early, 
when they’re in their most 
treatable stages.

You pay nothing for 
most Medicare-covered 
preventive services if you 
get them from a doctor or 
other qualified healthcare 
provider who “accepts 
assignment,” meaning 
they accept Medicare as 
payment in full for their 
services.

For example, you pay 
nothing out-of-pocket 
when you get a “Welcome 
to Medicare” physical 
exam. This one-time exam 
is offered during the first 
12 months after you’ve 
enrolled in Medicare Part B. 

This visit includes a 
review of your medical and 
social history related to your 
health, and education and 
counseling about preventive 
services, including certain 
screenings, flu and 
pneumococcal shots, and 
referrals for other care if 
needed.

If you’ve had Part B for 
longer than 12 months, you 
can get a yearly wellness 
exam. You pay nothing 
for this visit if your doctor 
accepts assignment. And 
the Part B deductible 
doesn’t apply.

The wellness exam is 
designed to help prevent 
disease and disability 
based on your current 
health and risk factors. 
Your provider will ask you 
to fill out a questionnaire, 
called a “Health Risk 
Assessment,” as part of 
this visit. Answering these 
questions can help you 
and your provider develop 
a personalized prevention 
plan to help you stay 
healthy and get the most 
out of your visit, which can 
also include:
• A review of your medical 
and family history.
• Developing or updating a 
list of current providers and 
prescriptions.
• Height, weight, blood 
pressure, and other routine 
measurements.
• Detection of any cognitive 
impairment.
• Personalized health 
advice.
• A list of risk factors and 
treatment options for you.
• A screening schedule (like 
a checklist) for appropriate 
preventive services.
However, you may have 
to pay coinsurance, and 
the Part B deductible may 
apply if:
• Your doctor or other 
health care provider 
performs additional tests or 
services during the same 
visit.
• These additional tests or 
services aren’t covered as 

energy management plan, but I didn’t 
really have much more direction than 
that,” she said. “So tonight I really 
would like to get some guidance.”

In addition to the energy system 
audits, other suggestions she brought 
up were increased maintenance of 
equipment, and eventually looking at 
feasibility studies for larger projects, 
such as switching the city wastewater 
plant over to renewable energy.

As explained by Loutsis and 
Garrabrant-Sierra, the benefits of 
hiring an energy consultant would 
include finding ways to potentially 
save money in the bills, and obtain 
a clearer picture of how the city 
was using energy in all the various 
departments.

“When we get energy bills, they 
can be incredibly complex because 
of the number of systems we have,” 
said Garrabrant-Sierra. “And so 
just looking at them, it’s not always 
clear whether they’re correct or not 
… for an operation as large as this 
city. It’s actually quite a complicated 
undertaking to audit an energy bill, 
and probably something that we don’t 
have the expertise to fully grasp.”

One option Loutsis brought up that 
received some support was hiring a 
consultant to audit energy use who 
didn’t charge initially, but would be 
paid with half of whatever savings in 
energy costs were gained.

Councilmember Madge Strong 
said she would be disappointed to 
see the larger projects – such as the 
wastewater plant – pushed too far 
down the road. She said the council 
had been discussing the possibility 
of altering the wastewater power for 
several years, which costs the city 
around $180,000 per year in energy 
costs.

“I realize that’s a big project and 
you have your hands full,” she said. 
“If we need to contract out to get 
something like that done, and the 
savings pay for it, I think we should 
be looking at that as well.

“I think that we want to be a leader 
and be ahead of the curve,” she 
added. “We used to be known as the 
solar capital of the … United States. 
We have a lot of resources and a lot 
of enthusiasm here, so I want us to 
be a leader in energy conservation, 
not just [doing] the minimum.”

However, the other council 
members generally felt there was 
already a lot on the plate for the 
engineering department and other 
staff, and favored smaller, more 
incremental changes in energy policy.

“I kept thinking how much and what 
aren’t you going to do if you’re doing 
some of this … when I read all this,” 
said Mayor Gerry Gonzalez of the 
agenda packet from Loutsis.

Councilmember Greta Kanne 
brought up looking at various ways 
the city could be more energy-
efficient, such as with more fuel-
efficient city vehicles, solar roofing 
and shade trees.

Garrabrant-Sierra then suggested: 
“One thing we could do is set 
sustainability goals or guidelines. 
And, therefore, if we set those 
guidelines, if there’s a sustainable 
option, that would be given weight.”

Kanne agreed with that approach, 
saying: “I think by doing that, by slowly 
changing the culture city-wide to be 
regularly considering sustainability 
in all of the decision-making, then 
that leads us down the road to solar 
plants and being leaders in the larger 
community.”

Gonzalez suggested possibly 
putting a “preamble” into this year’s 
budget plan emphasizing the new 
sustainability goals.

Council favors keeping 
museum open Sundays

The council discussed the possible 
closing of the Mendocino County 
Museum in Willits on Sundays, 
an action being considered by the 
county.

All five councilmembers agreed 
the museum should stay open on 
Sundays and directed Garrabrant-
Sierra to write a letter urging the 
county to leave it open. The main 
reason they cited was that Sunday 
was one of the more convenient days 

for many working people and tourists 
to visit.

Garrabrant-Sierra also said she 
would ask the county to have more 
contact with city staff in the future 
before considering actions that would 
affect Willits.

Third District Supervisor John 
Haschak spoke on the matter, 
pointing to a survey that showed 84 
percent of respondents would rather 
have the museum open Sundays 
than open longer on a weekday – one 
possible option being considered.

In addition, Haschak said Sunday 
had the second-highest attendance 
rate compared to the other days of 
the week at the museum.

Karen Horner, director of the 
county’s Cultural Services Agency, 
which oversees the museums, library 
and county parks, also spoke at the 
meeting. She explained that changing 
the hours was being considered 
while CSA explored ways to increase 
museum visitation.

“We get 2,000 people per year at 
the museum, and the Willits library 
gets 7,000 people per month,” she 
said. “So how do we get those 7,000 
people that come next door to go to 
the museum?”

The Willits library is open five days 
a week, so if 7,000 people visit the 
library every month that means an 
average of 350 people are using the 
library each day it is open.

Horner noted much of the Sunday 
museum attendance could be 
attributed to special events, and in 
discussions they had still anticipated 
it being open on Sundays for many 
of those. It was thought that perhaps 
more hours on a weekday could 
lead to more school field trips to the 
museum or different kinds of special 
events.

“So it was mainly just to address the 
lull in the wintertime,” she continued. 
“We’re just trying to find ways to get 
more people to come. We’re open to 
trying anything new and enticing.”

Greta Kanne volunteered to be the 
council’s new representative on the 
museum advisory board – a position 
which has been unfilled for several 
months.

Alder Court bus stop pulled 
from agenda

One item pulled from the agenda 
at the meeting was the discussion of 
placing a Mendocino Transit Authority 
bus stop at Alder Court. Some 
neighbors had been complaining 
about the placement of the stop in 
the residential neighborhood located 
near Lumberjacks, so it had been 
placed on the agenda.

MTA General Manager Carla 
Meyer had been in contact with 
Garrabrant-Sierra and Willits Deputy 
City Manager Cathy Moorhead just 
prior to the meeting and, after talking 
with neighbors and visiting the Alder 
Court bus stop, was “not pleased 
with what she saw,” according to 
Moorhead. 

Meyer asked that the item be pulled 
from the agenda so she could look 
at the details further with MTA staff 
before potentially bringing it before 
the council.

“Her sincere hope was that she 
could work it out with the neighbors 
so it will not have to come back here,” 
said Garrabrant-Sierra.

In other MTA news, Councilmember 
Saprina Rodriguez, the council’s 
MTA representative, said they were 
planning to change seven of their 
buses to electric vehicles in the 
next three to five years. The seven 
vehicles would represent 10 percent 
of the total fleet.

‘Spring Music in the Park’
Garrabrant-Sierra said planning 

was coming along nicely for the 
April 28 “Spring Music in the Park” 
show at Recreation Grove, which 
she described as “an all-day Sunday 
festival-style concert.”

The event will be free to the public 
and begin at noon; the city is still 
looking for sponsors and vendors.

The acts lined up for the show 
are the headliners One Grass Two 
Grass, The West Nile Ramblers, The 
Lifted Spirits, and Sam Chase.

The rest of
Council From Page 1 The rest of

Inquest From Page 1

Abigail Hart, and 12-year-old Ciera Hart.
Nationally recognized trial attorney Matthew P. Guichard, founder of 

Bay Area-based Guichard, Teng, Portillo & Garrett, has been retained 
by Mendocino County to act as hearing officer during the inquest. 
Guichard has served as a hearing officer in more than 100 coroner’s 
inquests and is a former Contra Costa County deputy district attorney.

The 14-member inquest jury was selected Tuesday and testimony 
from witnesses – including members of the Clark County (Washington 
state) Sheriff’s Office, California Highway Patrol Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office and forensic pathologist Dr. Greg Pizarro, assistant 
medical examiner at San Francisco’s Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner – began Wednesday morning.

Guichard stressed the jury would not be determining criminal or 
civil liability in the Hart family’s deaths but conclude how each family 
member died: by accident, natural causes, suicide or “at the hands of 
another other than by accident.”

“A formal coroner’s inquest is designed to put out in the open the 
circumstances of the deaths of those eight individuals,” Guichard said.

In a call to Willits Weekly late Wednesday afternoon, Allman urged 
county residents to watch Thursday’s live-streamed testimony, set to 
begin at 9 am. “Please watch,” Allman urged. “Evidence will come out 
that will have people dropping their jaws.”

While declining to be more specific, Allman added: “The truth is the 
truth and the facts are the facts. And [on Thursday, Mendocino County 
residents] will learn the facts.”

The last witnesses are expected to complete their testimony early 
Friday morning, and the jury will begin deliberations later that day.

The inquest is open to the public, with limited seating. No camera or 
recording devices or bags are allowed, and attendees must go through 
a security screen. The inquest is also being live-streamed on YouTube. 
The viewing link may be found on the “Mendocino Sheriff” Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/MendocinoSheriff)

the county to assess damage to other county infrastructure. 
Soon after the fire, Golden State Finance Corporation provided the 

county with $254,854 for the county to use to provide immediate, short-
term financial relief for fire survivors. Mendocino County contracted 
with North Coast Opportunities, which distributed grants up to a 
maximum of $2,000 to more than 100 fire survivors. 

In fiscal 2018-19, the county received $5.99 million from FEMA’s 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program to replace and upgrade Redwood 
Valley County Water District infrastructure damaged by the Redwood 
fire in October 2017. Part of the grant, totaling $494,554, has already 
been made available to the county, and is being used to fund Phase 
One, the assessment and planning portion of the project. 

Antle told Willits Weekly that completion of Phase One should occur 
by September or October of this year. Phase Two, the implementation 
phase of the project, includes replacing 4 miles of water district water 
mains with larger diameter pipe. The larger pipes will provide enough 
water pressure to allow water customers to install and use indoor water 
sprinklers. The configuration of water mains will allow for looping of 
mains, which will help the water district to continue to provide service 
in the event of a major disaster.

CalFire’s Climate Investment Program provided a $1,001,450 grant 
to fund hazardous tree removal on private property within the footprint 
of the Redwood fire. 

On March 26, supervisors awarded the Mendocino County Resource 
Conservation District a three-year contract for $840,900 to manage 
the tree removal project.  

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife provided the county 
with two grants, totaling $745,284, to fund The Road to Recovery 
project. The object of the grants is to protect listed salmonid species, 
fish habitat and water quality on 33 sites over approximately 19 miles 
of unpaved roads and surrounding landscapes in the fire footprint, 
including the Tomki Creek area and the west fork of the Russian River. 
Again, on March 26, the board of supervisors awarded a contract worth 
$622,015 to the Mendocino County Resource Conservation District for 
managing the implementation phase of this project. 

According to a section of the Mid-Year Budget Report, Mendocino 
County “is currently pursuing an additional $23,426,000 in grants for 
planning and hazard mitigation, and staffing. These additional grants, if 
awarded, would provide funding for the update of the county’s General 
Plan Safety Element, an updated Multi-Hazard Mitigation plan, various 
fuel reduction programs throughout the county, early warning systems 
such as cameras and sirens,” and other innovative programs.

Antle told Willits Weekly many of the grants included in the $23 
million worth of pending grants were due to be announced earlier in 
the year but were stalled by the 35-day shutdown which paralyzed the 
U.S. government earlier this year.

Antle said she hopes to hear word on the status of those grants by 
mid-April.   

The rest of
Grants From Page 1

to assist the current medic unit 
at scene with patient loading. 8 
firefighters responded for service.

03-29-19  (Reynolds 
Highway) 

Power lines down: Little Lake 
Fire responded to a branch into 
the power lines. Upon arrival 
fire personnel notified PG&E 
to respond to the scene. 4 
firefighters responded for service.  

03-30-19  (South bypass)
Vehicle accident: Little Lake 

Fire responded to a reported 
vehicle into the bank. Upon arrival 
a single vehicle was viewed off the 
roadway with a single occupant. 
Fire personnel assisted the 
current unit at scene with patient 
packaging. The patient was 
transported to Adventist Health 
Howard Memorial. 8 firefighters 
responded for service.

The rest of
LLFD From Page 4

Willits Weekly – 
the locally owned 

newspaper!
#willitsweekly
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Thursday, April 4
Herb & Weed Walks: Mendocino County Herb 
Guild presents Health and Healing with Plants, 
the “Herb Track” with the School of Adaptive 
Agriculture at Ridgewood Ranch, 16200 North 
Highway 101, on Thursday, April 4, from 1 to 3:30 
pm. “Discover the common and amazingly useful 
weeds, forbs, shrubs and trees on the ranch. We’ll 
discuss the many uses (medicinal, nutritional, etc.) 
of these plants and focus on wild crafting, garbling, 
growing, preserving, with special emphasis on the 
environmental needs, and proper care, to get the 
best medicine possible.” Instructor Beth Riedel. 
Cost: $20. 
Willits Farmers Market: Market is indoors at the 
Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street, Thursday, 
April 4, 3 to 5:30 pm. Winter veggies, local meats, 
sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory and 
sweet baked goods, including handcrafted bread. 
More: gift items, dog treats, jams and jellies and 
savory preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, 
fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire 
cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, 
free herb talk, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and 
more.

Friday, April 5
Behind the Mic: “Calling all Poets, Rappers, 
Singers!” Open mic poetry and music event at 
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main Street, Friday, 
April 5, 7 to 9 pm. Free event 
for all ages. Sponsored by Dray 
King and King Royal Industries 
and the Mendocino County 
Youth Project. 
Shanachie Pub: Night Animals: 
Friday, April 5, 9 pm. “A six-piece 
funk band from San Francisco 
that grabs you immediately and 
refuses to let go.” 50B South 
Main Street.
New KLLG FM Show: Radio 
active blues programming for 
tragically hip and twisted, “Eight to the Bar with Les 
Tarr.” Friday, April 5, 9 pm to 12 am. 97.9 FM, KLLG.

Saturday, April 6
Steam Engineering and Operating Safety Class: 
Roots of Motive Power, 420 East Commercial 
Street, Saturday, April 6 and Sunday, April 7, 8 
am to 5 pm. Plan on being in class from 8 am to 
5 pm both days. There will be classroom time and 
hands-on experiences. These 
classes are required for all 
volunteers, every other year, 
to be able to work around the 
steam equipment. Beginning 
and advanced classes 
available. For Roots members 
only. (Visit our website at www.
rootsofmotivepower.com to get 
a membership application.) $75. 
Willits Redwood Little League Opening Day: 
WRLL serves youth ages 4-15 of Willits and 
Laytonville and the surrounding communities. 
Come see the Opening Day Ceremonies for the 
Spring 2019 season, complete with a “parade” of 
teams and sponsor banners, 9 to 10 am, at Lofling 
Field on East Commercial Street. Teams will play 
throughout the day at Lofling, Gallups and Seaton 
fields. Saturday, April 6. Visit “Willits Redwood Little 
League” on Facebook or http://wrll.siplay.com/site/ 
for more information. 

“A Collector’s Journey”: The Mendocino County 
Museum opens “Mendocino County: A Collector’s 
Journey: New Acquisitions from Dusty Whitney” 
on Saturday, April 6 in the Main Gallery. The 
exhibit showcases items from the newly acquired 
Dusty Whitney Collection, including Skunk Train 
memorabilia, agriculture and logging artifacts, 
historic photographs and more. The museum, 400 
East Commercial Street, is open Wednesday 
through Sunday from 10 am to 4:30 pm. 
Admission is $4, $1 for students 7 to 18, and free 
for 6 and under, or with a Mendocino County 
Library card. Info: www.mendocinocounty.
org/museum or 459-2736.
Northern California Health Summit 
2019: The Northern California Health 
Summit 2019 is set for Saturday, April 
6 from 11 am to 5 pm at the Little Lake 
Grange, 291 School Street. “A free 
event to inspire and inform the community 
about how to improve one’s own health, with 
engaging speakers, lots of information, hands-
on demonstrations, a variety of booths and small 
group offerings, free childcare from 12 to 2 pm, food 
vendors to provide healthy food options, music and 
entertainment.” Marjo Wilson performs; speakers 
include Karen Oslund, Antoinette Ascensio, and 

Patrice Mascolo; food vendors 
include the Zocalo Collective, 
the Enchanted Waffle, Nuestra 
Alianza de Willits, and Shewolf 
Coffee; Yoga, Zumba, and Qi Gong 
with Ross Lake; and a raffle. Info: 
Claudia Wenning, Quantum Level 
Consulting at 707-371-6103. 
“Over Here: Americans at Home 
in World War I”: The Mendocino 
County Museum presents the 
traveling exhibit from the National 

Archives in Washington D.C, which “captures the 
patriotic fervor of draft registration, the emotional 
good-byes of men leaving for training camps, 
the ‘hoopla’ of Liberty Loan drives, the craze for 
volunteerism, and the violence of vigilantism.” 
Opens April 6; runs through May 26, with many 
special WWI-themed programs. Opening reception, 
2 to 3 pm April 6, features popular music of WWI 
performed by Linda Pack and pianist Jack Leung. 
The museum, 400 East Commercial Street, is open 

Wednesday through 
Sunday from 10 am to 
4:30 pm. Admission 
is $4, $1 for students 
7 to 18, and free for 
6 and under, or with 
a Mendocino County 
Library card. Info: www.
mendocinocounty.org/
museum or 459-2736.

Camp NaNoWriMo: Write-in event for the aspiring 
writer. Worksheets, prompt, and light refreshments 
provided. Sign-up help on the official Camp 
NaNoWriMo website is also available. https://
campnanowrimo.org. All skill levels. Ages 13 and 
up. Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street. 
Saturday, April 6, 12 to 2 pm; Tuesday, April 16, 
4:40 to 6:30 pm; Saturday, April 27, 12:30 to 2:30 
pm; and Tuesday, April 30, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. Info: 
459-5908.

Seed Swap: Bring your extra seeds and 
exchange them for ones you do not have 
or ones that you have been seeking from 

the Willits Seed Library’s 
catalog. Saturday, April 

6, 3 to 5 pm. Willits 
Library, 390 East 

Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
Harwood Park Annual Benefit Dinner 

& Wine Tasting: Dinner by The Farmhouse 
Kitchen. Appetizers: Fox & Hound Catering. 

Silent Auction, Coastal Getaway Raffle. Tasting 
of local wines (bring photo ID), $25 (includes 

commemorative wine glass). Dinner tickets: 
$20 advance, $25 day of event. Reserve 
a table for your group: 707-984-8089. 
Saturday, April 6, Harwood Hall, 44400 
Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Doors open 5 

pm, wine tasting 5:30 to 7 pm, dinner 6:30.
Argentine Tango Workshop: 
Introductory tango lesson by Gigi and 

Warren Jensen, Saturday, April 6, 
7 to 8 pm lesson, 8 to 9 pm social 

dancing. Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South 
Main Street. $10. Beginners welcome. 

No partner needed. Over 18. Info: Megan 530-647-
6512, megster1989@yahoo.com. 
Shanachie Pub: Blue Lotus: Saturday, April 
6, 9 pm. “fuses Rock and Roll, Blues, Jazz, 
Funk and Americana musical styles.” Visit www.
bluelotusband.com. 50B South Main Street.

Sunday, April 7
Sunday Bingo: at the Harrah Senior Center, 
Sunday, April 7. Lunch special: hamburgers, 
hotdogs, nachos, chili, chips and desserts. Doors 
open 10 am, snack bar 11 am, games begin 11:30 
am. Minimum bingo buy-in $10. 1501 Baechtel 
Road. Info: 459-6826.
Shanachie Pub: SOLD OUT: Ramblin’ Jack 
Elliott with Buddy Reed: Sunday, April 7, 7 pm. 
“Blues Legend 
Buddy Reed will 
be opening for 
Ramblin Jack 
Elliott.” 50B South 
Main Street.

Monday, 
April 8
Just Enough: 
Acoustic trio Just 
Enough, will be 
playing music at Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main 
Street, Monday April 8, 12:30 to 2 pm. Featuring 
close harmony vocals, acoustic guitars (and the 
occasional ukulele), they’ll mix up a variety of tunes, 
folk, blues and Americana roots music. Information: 
Clancy at 367-0889.
Ice Cream Social: Richard Tootreese Jeske and 
Jacqueline Morninglight of the Willits Farmers 
Market Band will be playing acoustic music and 
singing at the Willits Senior Center’s Ice Cream 
Social on Monday, April 8, 1:30 to 2:20 pm. Open to 
all. 1501 Baechtel Road. Pie, ice cream and coffee 
will be served. Entertainment and prizes. Adults 
$1.50, members $1.

Tuesday, April 9
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo 
Theatre: All 2D movies that are in their 
second week are $5 on Tuesdays at the 
Noyo Theatre for all ages, all showings. 
This week’s Tightwad Tuesday movie 
is: “Dumbo.” Visit www.noyotheatre.
com or call 459-6696 for showtimes. 57 
East Commercial Street.
Healthier Living Workshop: Improve 
the quality of your life with this 
free workshop open to the public, 
presented by the Frank R. Howard 
Foundation’s Avenues to Wellness 
program. Strategies to reduce pain, 
fatigue, anxiety and sleep loss. Goal-setting and 
problem-solving. Six-week series of classes, once 
a week. Begins Tuesday, April 9, 1 to 3:30 pm, 
Lamprich Center, 3 Marcela Drive, suite A (north 
of the hospital). For adults with ongoing health 
conditions, caregivers, family members, or friends 
of someone with a chronic condition. Space limited. 
Reservations: 456-9676.
Art Night: Marbled Paper: Do-It-Yourself marbled 
paper, creating the effect with food coloring and 
shaving cream. Supplies provided. Ages 5 and up. 
Tuesday, April 9, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. Willits Library, 
390 East Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
Open Studio Empowerment Event: Monthly 
Speaker Series: Beth Riedel, AHG, NC will speak 
on “Spring Cleaning for a Great Summer.” She will 
introduce herbs for cleansing and strengthening 
the body to deal with allergies, excessive heat and 
leftover winter pains. Tuesday, April 9, 6 to 7:30 
pm, Cultivate Wellness Studio, Little Lake Grange, 
Suite 4, 291 School Street. RSVP Claudia 707-354-
3111. Free event.

Thursday, April 11
FOWL Spring Book Sale: Friends of the Willits 
Library will be holding its big Spring Book Sale April 

11 through 14 at the Willits Community 
Center, 111 East Commercial St., 
Willits. Thursday, April 11, 6 to 9 pm 
(FOWL members only); Friday, April 12, 
10 am to 6 pm; Saturday, April 13, 10 
am to 4 pm; Sunday, April 14, 10 am 
to 3 pm. Sunday is $5 a bag day. Bring 
your book bag or a grocery bag and fill 
it up.
Willits Farmers Market: Market is 
indoors at the Little Lake Grange, 291 
School Street, Thursday, April 11, 3 to 
5:30 pm. See Thursday, April 4 listing 

for more details. 
Sherwood Firewise One-Year Anniversary 
Celebration: Sherwood Firewise Communities’ 
monthly meeting, Thursday, April 11, 6 to 8 pm, 
Brooktrails Community Center, celebrates the 
group’s one-year anniversary. “Come, eat cake, and 
get information on the preparation of emergency 
exit routes, plans for safety system, current status 
of SafetyNet (and sign-up), and planning for the 
May 4 Firewise Expo, exhibitions, and more. 
Receive valuable information about how you can 
help keep your home and our community safer 
before the 2019 fire season begins.” Information:  
infor@sherwoodfirewise.org.

Friday, April 12
FOWL Spring Book Sale: Friday, April 12, 10 am 
to 6 pm. See April 11 listing for details.

Art Night: Marbled Paper: 
Friday, April 12, 11 am to 12 pm. 
See April 9 listing for details.
WCA Art Talks: Willits Center 
for the Arts curator Gary Martin 
presents a talk on “What do 
these three paintings have in 
common?” looking at three 
artworks from Cezanne, 
Matisse and Picasso. Friday, 
April 12 at 6:30 pm. WCA, 
71 East Commercial Street. 
Info: 459-1726 or visit www.
willitscenterforthearts.org.
Greg and Malakai Schindel 
at The Brickhouse: The Train 

Singer and the Singing Conductor will be making 
a rare father-and-son appearance at Brickhouse 
Coffee, 3 South Main Street, Friday, April 12, 7 to 9 
pm. $5 cover. Door prizes.

Saturday, April 13
Laytonville Little League 
Opening Day: Saturday, 
April 13, 8 am, Bud Harwood 
Field at Harwood Park in 
Laytonville. “Opening Day 
parade through town to show 
a huge thank you to our 
sponsors this year followed 
by a pancake breakfast at 
Harwood Hall.” Opening Day 
ceremony, 9 am on Harwood 
Field with games after 10 am.
FOWL Spring Book Sale: Saturday, April 13, 10 
am to 4 pm. See April 11 listing for details.
Bikers Against Child Abuse annual Balloon 
Release: Saturday, April 13, 12 pm, Commercial 
and Main Streets (northwest corner). The annual 
c e r e m o n i a l 
balloon release 
where members 
of the Mendocino 
County Chapter 
of Bikers Against 
Child Abuse 
release red and 
black balloons in 
honor of children 
who have 
suffered from or 
died as a result 
of child abuse in 
this county.
“Knit for Our Troops”: Mendocino County 
Museum hosts a “Knit In” to produce knitted or 
crocheted scarves for military service members. 
Saturday, April 13, 2 to 4 pm, Mendocino County 
Museum, 400 East Commercial Street. Free 
admission. All skill levels. Yarn and sample knitting/
crochet patterns supplied, while supplies last. Bring 
your own needles. Completed scarves mailed to 
Operation Gratitude, a non-profit supporting U.S. 
military members, for the “Hand Made with Love” 
project. 400 East Commercial Street; 459-3736; 
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/cultural-
services-agency/museum
Juley’s Jugs Chili Cook-Off: “A fundraiser for 
Juley Ann Lynde, who on her 56th birthday was 

diagnosed with stage 3 IBC 
breast cancer. $25 entry fee 
for each chili recipe, and taster 
tickets will be $10. There will 
be first and second prizes in 
the cook-off and gift baskets 
raffled off as well. Saturday, 
April 13, 5 to 9 pm. Little John’s 
Place Bar, 383 South Main 
Street. Information: 459-5636.
Zodiac House Party: Aries: 
Live local DJs. Tarot readings 
by Tarot Philosophia. Live art. 
Alternative Market with local 
craft vendors. Body work 
available. Enjoy a hot soak in 
the world famous Yot Tub ... 
bring a towel. Elixir Bar. Late 
night munchies by the Zocalo 
Collective. Willits Center for 
the Arts, 71 East Commercial 
Street. Saturday, April 13, 8 
pm to 2:30 am.

Sunday, April 14
FOWL Spring Book Sale: 
Sunday, April 14, 10 am to 
3 pm. Sunday is $5 a bag 
day. Bring your book bag 
or a grocery bag and fill it 
up. See April 11 listing for 
details.
The Vocal Pen: The 
students of Steve 
Hellman’s Mendocino 
College Creative Writing 
class (North County 

Center, Willits) present a reading from their original 
works. Willits Community Theatre, 37 West Van 
Lane, 2 to 4 pm, Sunday, April 14. Tickets: $5 door 
or contact Hellman at shellman@mendocino.edu. 
The Self-Righteous Brothers: 

LocalLights:OpenMic++ 
presents Dennis Hadley, 
Richard 2Trees Jeske, and 
Yanahay Hooper, performing 
as The Self-Righteous 
Brothers, Sunday, April 14, 
5 pm, Willits Center for the 
Arts. Suggested donation: 
$5. Catered food available. 
All ages. To sign up for open 
mic, contact LocalLights@
theSighting.com or call 459-
7054.

AT THE MOVIES

‘Dumbo’
The Story: Live-action remake of the 1941 
Disney animated production about a baby 
elephant with comically over-sized ears. The 
Medici Circus is going broke. It needs a new 
sensation to survive. Two circus children, Milly 
and Joe, discover that the newly born baby 
elephant Dumbo can flap his freakishly large 
ears and fly. The circus is saved! But baby 
Dumbo is separated from his mama, and a 

terrible accident happens. 
Then forces of avarice 
and betrayal threaten the 
entire circus family. But 

decency triumphs as Dumbo and his mother 
are reunited. The long-standing Disney promise 
of a family-friendly happy ending is honored.

My Thoughts: 
This gorgeous 
movie, directed 
by Tim “Edward 
Sc issorhands” 
Burton, is 
visionary. It is 
brilliantly paced 
and edited. 
The acting is 
s e n s a t i o n a l . 
Magnetic Eva 
Green (whom 
I adore) is the 
daring trapeze 
beauty Colette. 
Colin Farrell, the 

one-armed war veteran father of the children 
Milly and Joe, is appropriately dashing, 
handsome and brave. The computer-animated 
baby Dumbo is real ... not just darned realistic 
... he is real! I absolutely loved this flick. Alan 
Arkin has a small part, so the Alan Arkin rule 
applies which is: Any movie with Alan Arkin is 
better. The same may be said of Eva Green.
Parents: The dramatic center of “Dumbo” 
is the separation of the baby elephant from 
his mother. This is certainly a cause for 
anxiousness in children, and there are some 
scary images. But the flick is family-positive, 
and children will cheer when mama elephant 
and her little Dumbo are reunited.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

What’s Happening Around Town Save the 
Date:

Easter Eggstravaganza, Willits 
High School, April 20

Draw Til You Drop, May 4, 
Willits Center for the Arts
Brooktrails Firefighters 

Spaghetti Dinner, May 11
Hometown Celebration,  

June 21.  
For booth info: ashtan@

jdredhouse.com
The Great Race, June 25,  

Rec Grove.  
Volunteer info: 459-7910

Willits Frontier Days presents 
Ned Ledoux,  

September 21 at the Rodeo 
Grounds

Senior Center 
Lunch

Week of April 8  
through April 12

Monday:  French Toast
Tuesday: Cheesy Chicken 
Broccoli 
Wednesday: Baked Lemon 
Pepper Tilapia
Thursday: Ground Beef Tacos
Friday: Steak Dinner

Harrah Senior Center serves 
lunch five days per week from 
11:45 am to 1 pm. $6.50 for those 
55 and older; $8 for those under 
55. Includes soup, salad, entrée, 
vegetable, dessert, and drink. 
Salad Bar available all year. 1501 
Baechtel Road. Info: 459-6826.

St. Petersburg Men’s 
Ensemble

April 17
Willits Center for the Arts and Emandal – A Farm 

on a River present “Sacred Songs of the Nations” by 
the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble. Wednesday, 
April 17, 7 pm at the Willits Center for the Arts, 71 
East Commercial Street. “The St. Petersburg Men’s 
Ensemble was founded to develop a new form and 
capabilities of singing groups and choirs. Due to the 
professionalism of its members, it’s now possible for 
wide audiences to enjoy the musical compositions 
that usually require considerably larger numbers of 
performers.” The quartet will sing “Sacred Songs 
of the Nations” as well as traditional Russian folk 
songs.

Model Ship Regatta 
April 20

Back by popular demand, the Redwood 
Empire Model Shipwrights Club again will 
exhibit their outstanding model ships at the 
Willits City Pool. “Enjoy and marvel at the 
extreme details these skilled shipwrights 
have placed into these beautiful functioning 
ships. Vessels of varying types, designs, 
and scales will be on display for the 
viewing public. This is a ‘Shout Out’ to our 
community’s youth!  Are you ready, willing, 
and able to be a part of the Willits, American 
Legion Post’s Radio Controlled Sailboat 
Regatta? The Exhibition is your opportunity 
to view, ‘test drive’, and decide if you’d like to 
build a radio control ‘ship’ and participate in 
our nautical event, featuring some fantastic 
prizes.” Saturday, April 20, 10 am to 2 pm, 
Willits City Pool, 299 North Main Street. 

St. John 
Lutheran 

Church Easter
April 21

“St John Lutheran 
Church invites the 
community to its Easter 
day activities. We will 
have an Easter breakfast 
at 9 am. Please bring 
a dish to share. At 9:45 
there will be an egg 
hunt for the children, 
weather permitting only. 
Our worship service will 
begin at 10:15 am. Join 
us in celebrating Christ’s 
resurrection!” 24 Mill 
Creek Drive. Info: 459-
2988.

Free Concert 
in the Park

April 28
The City of Willits 

presents a free music 
concert in the Rec 
Grove Park, Sunday, 
April 28, starting at 
noon. “Come for a 
day of Bluegrass and 
Garage Country with 
some pretty amazing, 
high-energy bands, 
including The West 
Nile Ramblers, Sam 
Chase, OneGrass 
TwoGrass, and The 
Lifted Spirits.”

Golf Tournament Fundraiser
April 27

Willits Charter School Travel Club in conjunction 
with the Brooktrails Golf Course announces a 
“scramble four mat” golf fundraiser for the Travel 
Club. Saturday, April 27, 9:30 am tee off. 50/50 
putting contest, raffle, mulligans and lunch. Please 
register by April 13 at the Willits Charter School, 
open Monday through Friday, 9 am to 4 pm, 1431 
South Main Street. ‘Eight to the Bar 

with Les Tarr’
April 5 on KLLG Radio

KLLG Willits Community 
Radio presents: Celebrating 30 
years on the airwaves, it’s radio 
active blues programming for 
tragically hip and twisted, “Eight 
to the Bar with Les Tarr.”  “I’ll be 
playing the best blues music 
you’ll hear anywhere. Also, 
offering unsolicited advice and 
humor with a tumor. It’s family 
friendly! Turn on, Tune in, Turn 
up.” Friday, April 5, 9 pm to 12 
am. 97.9 FM, KLLG, Willits 
Community Radio

– Submitted by “Eight to the 
Bar with Les Tarr”

Vegan 
Potluck – 

Spring Love 
Fest

April 28
The Long Valley 

Garden Club presents 
the Spring Vegan 
Potluck. Please bring 
a dish that contains 
no meat, dairy, eggs, 
gelatin, bone broth 
or honey. Label if 
containing gluten, nuts 
or soy. Sunday, April 28, 
4 to 6 pm, 375 Harwood 
Road, Laytonville. 
A labor of L.O.V.E. 
(Laytonville’s Organic 
Vegan Experience).

Spring Winemakers 
Dinner

April 5
Coro Mendocino is set to host its 

Spring Winemakers Dinner at Barra of 
Mendocino Event Center in Redwood 
Valley on Friday, April 5, 6 to 9 pm, 
7051 North State Street. The dinner 
features the 2015 vintage of Coro wines 
from both Barra and Graziano Family 
of Wines, paired with a gourmet five-
course meal from Caroline Radice of 
Black Dog Farms and Catering. There 
will be other non-Coro wines from 
both wineries poured throughout the 
evening as well. Coro winemakers from 
Barra and Graziano will be present at 
the dinner to walk you through all of the 
pairings in depth. They will also further 
explain the process and collaboration 
of Coro Mendocino.

Annual WCA Art Auction
Call for auction donations: Art, goods 

or services welcome
The Willits Center for the Arts will be holding their annual 

Art Auction, with the Opening Bid Party on April 27. This 
major fundraiser keeps the arts alive in our community and 
brings vibrant and inspiring shows to our art center. Please 
support us by donating a piece of artwork; something 
you have created, or artwork you own. We would also 
appreciate donations of goods and services from our 
local merchants, or perhaps you can offer an overnight or 
weekend on the coast or elsewhere. Or a dinner party with 
music, or a house concert.” Donations can be dropped off 
April 22 and 23, 10 am to 4 pm at the Art Center, 71 East 
Commercial Street, or call 459-1726, or email manager@
willitscenterforthearts.org to arrange for pick-up. The Final 
Bid Party will be on Friday, May 17, 6 pm, with a dance 
party after the final bids are placed.

– Submitted by the Willits Center for the Arts

Night Animals

Just Enough

Steam classes
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CLASSIFIEDS

Event Spaces 
Available

Event spaces available 
at the Willits Center for 
the Arts! • Great Room 
• Classroom • Ceramic 
Studio For inquiries, 
email manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 459-
1726. For additional 
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

For Sale
2006 Harley Davidson 
XL883C Sportster 
Custom. Only 4,542 
miles. $4,000 or best 
offer. Phone: 707-841-
0994.

Drivers Wanted 
Shuster’s Transportation, 
Inc seeks Class A Drivers 
for Full-Time Chip Truck 
position. Benefit package 
includes medical, dental, 
and holiday pay. Min 
1 year experience and 
current DMV report 
required: 707-459-4131.

Volunteers 
Needed

Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital is 
looking for positive 
members of the 
community to volunteer 
in the gift shop, 
in format ion/greet ing 
desk, hospitality cart and 
the garden. Hours are 
flexible and can include 
weekends. More info? 
Call 456-3245.

Freezer Empty?
We can help! 

John Ford Rancher’s 
Choice Box- 50 pounds: 
steaks, roasts, and 
ground beef.  Now $325 
($6.50 per pound).  Nat-
ural ranch-raised grass 
fed beef, no hormones 
or antibiotics. Call 459-
5193. Leave a message.  

Help Wanted
J.D. Redhouse & 
Co. is looking for a 
motivated person to 
join our Warehouse 
crew! Hours and pay 
depend on availability 
and experience. Must be 
capable of lifting 100+ 
lbs. Drop off a resume at 
212 South Main St.

Gym Yard Sale
Giant Gym Yard Sale – 
Deep Valley Christian 
School, 8555 Uva 
Drive, Redwood Valley 
(across from the Broiler). 
Saturday, April 6, 8 am to 
4 pm, and Sunday, April 
7, noon to 4 pm.

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & Hos-
pice is looking to fill the 
following positions: RN, 
PT- OT- ST & HHA F/T, 
P/T & Per Diem avail-
able. Call H/R Trudy at 
707-456-3230 or apply 
online at adventisthealth.
org. 

Help Wanted 
At Covelo ranch: Ex-
change ranch and out-
doors work for rent. Ide-
ally with a trailer. Man or 
woman, retiree a plus. 
Must have good work 
ethic, be clean, healthy, 
reliable, with references. 
Call for details: 707-272-
6354. 

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC, Macintosh, Android 
and IOS devices. 
Repairs, configuration 
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.
com. 

Charter 
Enrollment Now

Open enrollment for the 
6th - 12th grade classes 
at Willits Charter School 
is from now until April 30. 
Applications available in 
the main office at 1431 S. 
Main Street, Willits.

Help Wanted
Brooktrails Township 
Community Services 
District is accepting 
applications for an 
Account Clerk/Secretary. 
Compensation is 
Range 24 of the 
District compensation 
schedule and includes 
health and retirement 
benefits. Filing Deadline: 
Applications must be 
received by BTCSD no 
later than April 30, 2019 
at 5:00 p.m. Interested 
candidates may forward 
their letter of interest and/
or resume to General 
Manager at 24860 Birch 
Street, Willits, CA 95490, 
or by email to btcsd@
btcsd.org.

Office Space 
for Rent

1 large space 3400’. 
Several small offices 
100’ & 270’. Call Megan 
972-8776.

RV/Trailer Space 
for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers $425 per 
month, includes water 
& garbage. Close to 
Safeway in Willits. Call 
Tony (707) 510-5895. 
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog

707-367-6182, Willits

Include your ad:  
$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks!

willitsweekly@gmail.com

$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks!
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Legal ad placement info: 
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Willits 
Weekly 
can run 

your legal 
notices. 
Email us 
for more 

info: Willits 
Weekly@ 
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.com

Inspired by your
       quiet courage.

We are on this earth for a reason. Being brave doesn’t mean shouting about it to the world. It means standing up 
to life’s toughest challenges on your own terms. Young and old, time and again, you’ve shown us the healing power 
of hope. You, and all the courageous ones, inspire us to do more than practice medicine. You inspire us to transform lives.

See inspiration in action at AdventistHealth.org.

Current Job Openings:
Administrative Project Manager -

Measure B
Chief Property Appraiser

Child Support Specialist I/II
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II

Deputy Sheriff-Coroner II - Bailiff -
Extra-help

Equipment Superintendent
Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Licensed Vocational Nurse

Registered Nurse
Road Maintenance Worker IV

Senior Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Senior Department Analyst
Senior Program Specialist
Senior Public Health Nurse

Substance Abuse Counselor I/II
For a complete list of current job openings

and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/

human-resources
EOE

Map Making - Graphic Design
Web Sites - Custom Business Software

Little Lake Studios

Compliance Diagrams
Topography Maps

Lake Streambed Water Maps
Landscape & Site Design

Custom Apps and Database Design

707-341-7333 info@LittleLakeStudios.com

707-459-2426 (H) 707-354-0520 (C)

WW206

. 

Fictitious Business Name 
Statement 

2019-F0261
The following person is doing 

business as Ancient Vitality 
Medicinals / Ancient Vitality, 17601 
Lakeshore, Willits CA  95490 / 
mailing address: 75 North Main 
Street #98, Willits CA  95490. 
Registered owner: Quinn 
Schumaker, 17601 Lakeshore, 
Willits CA  95490.

This business is conducted by an 
individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name 
listed above on March 25, 2019.
Statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder 
on March 26, 2019.
/s/ Quinn Schumaker 

Publication dates:
4/4, 4/11, 4/18 and 4/25/2019

that others could enjoy.
Hayley Whitcomb, herself a work of stylistic art with her 

top hat, tails and colorful eyeshadow, is an example of a 
student who has considerable talent and drive, as she is 
beginning to realize her potential as an artist. Her mixed-
media renditions are quite stunning in their professionalism. 
One of her pieces is a world-wide collaboration to create 
an entire fantasy world. She wants, someday, to make 
comic books.

This year, in honor of the 20th anniversary of the Art 
Under 20 exhibit, Bakewell decided to invite alumni of the 
schools and the art programs to show the work they have 
done after leaving the schools and pursuing their lives. Ten 
of these alumni responded and are showing in a separate 
but related show upstairs in the Great Room of the Willits 
Center for the Arts. 

Malakai Schindel, who has become a Willits icon through 
his murals, art and music, offered three paintings and an 
intricately festooned skull with “spring-loaded articulated 
mechanics,” according to Schindel. His painting of his wife, 
Skylar, shows his ability to take something personal to him 
and create a visual presentation that can touch the viewer.

Danza Davis brought her symmetrical mandalas to show. 
Davis has been on a journey of changing environments, 
having lived in Chicago and Boston since leaving Willits 
High and Willits Charter School. “Public transportation was 
kind of a novelty, but I got over it,” she explained. Now she 
is back and returning to professional art after taking a few 
years off to raise a family.

The other eight alumni artists, most of who have 
distinguished themselves in the arts as well as in other 
fields, never lost their passion to create art. This attests 
to the sparks of possibilities and training they received in 
their early years and the enthusiasm instilled in them by 
the instructors.

The Art Under 20 and the Alumni exhibits will be up 
until April 20 at the Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East 
Commercial Street. The WCA is open Wednesday through 
Sunday, 11 am to 4 pm.

The rest of
Au20 From Page 3

At right: 
Malakai 
Schindel’s 
sculpture, 
“Deus Ex 
Machina,” is 
an intricately 
festooned 
skull with 
“spring-loaded 
articulated 
mechanics.”
Below: WHS 
junior Jessica 
Brown gazes 
at her “Focal 
Point Collage.”

Photos by 
Mathew Caine

Food Wraps
North Street workshop teaches  

how to make beeswax fabric for a colorful,  
earth-friendly alternative to plastic

If you’re tired of using plastic with all its waste, questionable health issues, and, let’s 
face it, ugliness, there’s an alternative way to store food by making your own colorful 
beeswax food wraps. Ashleigh Caudill offered a free workshop for the public last Saturday 
afternoon at the North Street Collective in Willits on how to make beeswax food wraps. 

After Caudill started making the wraps for herself, she wanted to 
share her enthusiasm with the community. “I use some of these at 
home to wrap avocados, cucumbers, and I have two daughters who 

are always leaving half-eaten apples. But I don’t like grabbing plastic bags. I don’t think 
it’s sustainable. 

“So I decided to do this [workshop] to bring people in the community together and 
make some of them. I know a lot of people have needs for these beautiful things for their 
sandwiches, snacks, or when you’re taking a Pyrex dish to a party and need a covering.” 

She’s hoping more people realize they don’t have to use throwaways like plastic and 
saran wrap. “You just need a little bit of craftiness, and little steps [like these] can make 
change.”

Caudill brought yards of beautiful artist-designed fabrics along with all the ingredients 
and paraphernalia to make the wraps in the North Street Collective’s kitchen and dining 
area. Almost 20 people of all ages gathered to choose fabric, use the pinking shears to 
trim the edges, snack on Caudill’s delicious homemade appetizers, and listen to her talk 
about the wraps and give easy, step-by-step instructions.

She explained to the group that the colorful wraps cling, like saran wrap, by just 
using the heat from their hands. 
The wraps have anti-bacterial 
properties, are breathable, and can 

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Beeswax Over on Page 15

At top, left: A very satisfied and happy group of community members show their finished pieces of 
waxed, ready-to-go cloth. At top, right: Breanna Legere, left, and Alyssa Harries sprinkle the wax and 
resin mix on their fabric; next they’ll add drops of jojoba oil.
Above, left: The ingredients for the beeswax food wraps are, from left, pine resin, beeswax and 
jojoba oil, which are laid out on beautiful, artisan-made, 100 percent cotton (fabric was free for 
workshop participants). Above, right: Apple slices are wrapped in fabric that has been painted with 
beeswax; the wraps are a colorful and earth-friendly alternative to plastic.
Below, left: Workshop leader Ashleigh Caudill waves the saturated cloth for a few moments to help 
cool the wax and keep the fabric flexible. Below, right: Participants at the beeswax wraps workshop 
at the North Street Collective paint the wax on their fabric using paint brushes.

Photos by Ree Slocum
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Vegetarian and vegan options.

TNT MARKET
Tues.-Sat. 11am to 10 pm

Indian Food

35 West Commercial • Willits 
707-456-1290

COBURN’S
CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.

CA LIC #392108
Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• ICF Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490
707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

‘Growing Medicinal Herbs: 
from Seed to Market’

Submitted by Donna d’Terra, Motherland Herb School
This is an exciting time in the herbal community of Mendocino County. The newly 

formed Mendocino County Herb Guild is working on many levels to create a vibrant green 
renaissance in our county with “full-circle herbalism.”

Bioregional full-circle herbalism means that the herbs, from seed to market, are sourced 
locally. This would provide high-quality herbs for local markets and for value-added 
products such as tinctures, salves and tea blends. 

Currently, 70 percent of the raw botanicals used in this country to manufacture herbal 
products come from outside of the United States. Full-circle herbalism would create 
employment and business opportunities, encourage networking, build community, and 
help us move toward a regenerative economy.

One of the classes being offered to help make this vision a reality is “Growing Medicinal 
Herbs: from Seed to Market.” This is a one-Saturday-per-month series of classes, from 
April through August, designed to introduce farmers and gardeners to the cultivation of 
herbs chosen for their growing site.

The hands-on classes will cover propagation, planting, care and feeding, seed saving, 
harvesting, drying and storing – all designed for optimum medicinal potency of the herbs.

Ideas and suggestions for value-added products, cottage industries, and where to 
market your herbs will be included, with the goal of creating an herbal income stream.

The location of the course is Motherland Herb School, a 160 acre botanical sanctuary 
located 20 minutes outside of Willits, where herb classes have been offered since 1989. 
The course will be taught by Donna d’Terra and a guest teacher at each class meeting. 
The schedule is as follows:

April 27: “Soil Preparation for Medicinal Herbs” – Soil health, specific needs of medicinal 
herbs, annuals versus perennials, and more. Taught by Ana Victoria Salcido-Cobbe.

Also in April: “Integrating Herbs into Your Food and Cannabis Gardens” – Incorporating 
herbal allies using season extension, integrated pest management, and making on-farm 
fertilizers from herbs in your garden. Taught by Amber and Casey O’Neill.

Above: Paige McCarville works on breaking up the echinacea at 
Motherland Herb School. At right: The path through the food garden 
leads into the greenhouse. Below, left: Aaron Bellomo pots up the 
herb starts. Below, right: Donna d’Terra works in the greenhouse. At 
bottom, left: The pond at Motherland provides water from rain and 
runoff. At bottom, right: The shed and composting toilet house.

Photos by Mathew Caine

At left: A greenhouse is filled with plant starts. Below, left: Colorful name plaques list the students’ 
names at Motherland Herb School. Below, right: The echinacea is ready to replant.

Read the rest of
Herbs Over on Page 15

It appears the ad hoc committee 
will be limited to reviewing the 
Kemper Report and making 
recommendations to the full 
committee on policy decisions 
on mental health issues it feels 
the full committee and the county 
should adopt. 

The vote approving formation 
of the ad hoc committee was 8-1, 
with Mark Mertle voting no and 
with Ross Liberty and Shannon 
Riley absent. 

The motion was made by Jan 
McGourty, amended by Carmel 
Angelo, and amended a second 
time by McGourty. 

The committee action, which 
took nearly an hour to accomplish, 
came in response to a March 
12 directive by the board of 
supervisors that encouraged the 
Measure B Committee to review 
the recommendations of the 
Kemper Report to recommend to 
the board of supervisors what else 
might need to be done to expand 
and enhance the mental health 
system in Mendocino County. 

The supervisors’ directive 
was made in response to the 
annual report of the activities of 
the Behavioral Health Advisory 
Board, given to the board of 
supervisors by the BHAB Chair 
Jan McGourty on March 12. In her 
report, McGourty told supervisors 
the Measure B Committee had 
not actually reviewed the Kemper 
Report closely as a committee and 
had not fully discussed the slate of 
action recommendations provided 
in the report as a committee.

In response to McGourty’s 
report, supervisors sent the 
committee a directive encouraging 
it to review the Kemper Report 
recommendations. 

During discussion on the issue, 
the committee appeared to be 
deeply divided. Some members, 
including Mendocino County 
Sheriff Tom Allman and Fourth 
District Representative Mark 
Mertle, felt creating an ad hoc to 
make more recommendations to 
the board of supervisors was a bad 
move. Others, including McGourty 
and county CEO Carmel Angelo, 
supported creation of the ad hoc 
committee. 

“To create an ad hoc committee 
[that’s] going to be looking at the 
financial feasibility of providing 
services and so forth is well 
outside the realm of Measure B,” 
Sheriff Allman said. “Measure 
B is to provide brick-and-mortar 
locations in our county where we 
are going to be able to provide 
services. The board of supervisors 
and the Behavioral Health Board, 
it’s well within their realm [to 
look] at the financial aspects of 
providing mental health services, 
working with the director of [the 
mental health division], and say 
this is the right way to go.

“Otherwise, this committee will 
never make a decision on brick 
and mortar. This committee is 
going to be doing everybody’s 
else’s job, and everybody else is 
going to be doing our job as well. 

“We have a very specific role in 
this county, in looking at how to 
improve the lives of mental health 
victims and family,” Allman said, 
“and right now I believe our focus 
should be on recommending to 
the board of supervisors genuine 
locations where these services 
can be provided, where, 50 years 
from now, those services are still 
going to be provided. It may be 
a different server, it may be the 
county, who knows? But we are 
trying to put our fingers in too 
many other peoples’ pies, that is 
none of our business.”

McGourty explained why 
she believes it is important 
that the Measure B Committee 
make recommendations to the 
supervisors on other aspects 
of the county’s mental health 
system, in addition to the creation 
of brick-and-mortar buildings 
where mental health services 
might be housed. 

“My experience, when I went 
before the board of supervisors 
and gave them our annual report, 
is that they said: ‘That’s very nice. 
I am so glad you gave us this 

nice report. But we are going to 
wait to hear what the Measure B 
committee has to say.’ 

“So, they are going to take 
direction from this committee, not 
the Behavioral Health Advisory 
Board,” McGourty said. “And we 
have spent so much money on the 
Kemper Report, I don’t see why 
we shouldn’t go through the report 
and look at the other pieces, so 
we could recommend what the 
board of supervisors could do, in 
addition to the brick and mortar 
that everybody is so concerned 
about.” 

Allman answered McGourty’s 
implied question: “Why not review 
the Kemper Report?”

“Because it is not our job,” he 
said. 

“But they said it was,” replied 
McGourty. 

“They are not our boss,” Allman 
replied. “The board of supervisors 
is not the boss of this Measure 
B Committee. They could tell us 
they want us to swim the lake, 
and I’m not going to swim the 
lake.… I don’t care what the board 
of supervisors tells me I have to 
do on this.

“Measure B, which was passed 
by the voters, was passed for 
the purpose of brick and mortar 
and improving services. It has 
nothing to do with making sure 
that MediCal and Medicare is 
going to fund the Department of 
Mental Health adequately in what 
we build. We need services like 
a genuine, responsible county 
should have. We need buildings 
where we can have this,” Allman 
said. 

After the exchange between 
McGourty and Allman, McGourty 
moved that an ad hoc committee 
be formed. Angelo amended 
McGourty’s motion to make it clear 
that creation of the ad hoc would 
not usurp or derail the committee’s 
January 23 recommendation to 
supervisors – which was that the 
county explore the feasibility of 
building a crisis stabilization unit, a 
crisis residential treatment facility 
and a psychiatric health unit. 

After further discussion, 
McGourty amended the amended 
motion, clarifying that, for now, 
the ad hoc committee would not 
be making recommendations on 
expansion or creation of mental 
health services. That motion 
passed.

Ad hoc committee members 
will include McGourty, Third 
District representative Jed 
Diamond, National Alliance for the 
Mentally Ill representative Donna 
Moschetti, and Behavioral Health 
and Recovery Services Director 
Jenine Miller. 

Later in the meeting, committee 
Chair Ace Barash asked Angelo 
how the committee was going to 
proceed on the feasibility study 
associated with developing either 
a single large facility or an array 
of smaller facilities somewhere in 
the county. 

Angelo replied the first step 
would be to hire a project 
manager, adding that the process 
of hiring a project manager is now 
an open, public process. A public 
notification that the job is available 
has been posted, and applications 
will be accepted until April 9.

Angelo added interviews will be 
conducted in May, and it is likely 
someone will be hired to fill the 
position in June. 

After the project manager is 
hired, the next order of business 
will be to develop a request for 
proposals to hire a consultant to 
undertake the feasibility study.

After completion of the 
feasibility study, it will be given 
to the Measure B Committee. 
If the committee approves the 
study, it will be sent to the board 
of supervisors, perhaps with the 
committee’s recommendation on 
the configuration and location of 
the facility or facilities. 

Because no real action 
appeared to be before the 
committee over the near term, 
committee members agreed to 
cancel their April meeting and 
meet again on May 22. 

The rest of
Kemper From Page 1

The rest of
Blosser From Page 1

Mark Westerburg. “It gets the least amount of 
attention because it’s in the best shape. There’s no 
preventative maintenance.”

Everything being relative, however, being the 
school “in the best shape” in the Willits school 
district does not mean the campus is in great shape; 
Blosser Lane has its share of big-ticket fix items.

The biggest is the roof.
“It’s 30 years old ... five years past its lifetime,” 

said Westerburg. “If we don’t reroof soon, we’ll have 
major internal problems.”

“Shingles blow off ... [and] ... we have leaks,” 
he said, estimating the cost to re-shingle the 
many buildings that make up the campus at about 
$400,000.

“Ideally we would use metal,” he said, but that 
“would be about twice as expensive.”

Next up is the heating-and-cooling system, which 
has been “falling apart over the last 10 years,” said 
Westerburg.

The original design of the system involved long 
stretches of piping, and rather than fix that system 
when it “goes bad” in a room, it is much less 
expensive to install individual units.

“Six of 17 have new heating units,” said Westerburg, 
who estimated the full cost of replacement at about 
$420,000.

Also on the “this-has-to-be-done” list is 
replacement of all the cafeteria tables.

Blosser Lane was built without a gymnasium and 
has a multipurpose room with cafeteria tables that 
fold up into recesses in the walls. 

When the room is used as a cafeteria, the tables 
that aren’t broken or dangerous are brought down.

“It’s exactly the same problem as Brookside. The 
tables are bad ... really heavy ... tend to fall over [and] 
collapse” when they’re put down, said Westerburg. 

Even so, they are brought out every day, which 
takes “about two hours,” he said. “We need to stop 
using them. They need to stay locked and never 
come out. They probably don’t even make them 
anymore,” he added. “Leave them in the wall and 
buy other tables that fold up.”

And there’s always a “wish list” of things that 
“would be nice to do.” Blosser Lane’s includes LED 
lighting, new furniture, and ramps and parking lot 
repair.

The parking lot for parents is badly potholed and 
puddles when it rains, and Blosser Lane has some 
of the “at least 20 portable entrances” in the district, 
with ramps that are rusted out and in need of repair.

Ironically, this newest and least-needy campus 
in the district is the one most likely to be able to 
address its critical problems.

This is because, unlike its sister schools (except 
for the high school cafeteria and auditorium), Blosser 
Lane is eligible to apply for state modernization 
funding, under which the state pays 60 percent and 
the district 40 percent.

And finally, for something completely different....
The Blosser Lane campus has acres to spare that 

could be turned into money and a second access to 
the school.

Part of the campus is vacant, and it “goes all the 
way back to Locust Street,” said Westerburg. “Over 
5 acres” could be rezoned and sold.

“We are not going to build another building,” he 
said. “It would be perfect for development ... [and] 
the school would gain a second access.” 

Above, left: An example 
of individual heating 
units that are supplied to 
classrooms as the original 
heating system in them 
fails. 
Above: A view of a few of 
the many (over a dozen) 
buildings that make up the 
Blosser Lane campus. 
At left: One of Blosser 
Lane’s parking lots badly 
in need of repair. 
Below: This ramp at 
Blosser Lane shows the 
sides of the ramp also are 
in need of repair.

Above, left: Warning notes on the wall outside of folded-up 
cafeteria tables. Above: This ramp into a portable building at 
Blosser Lane is typical of ramps district-wide in need of repair.

Photos by Mathew Caine
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Ukiah High wins 
County Mock Trial 

competition
Submitted by Mendocino County Office 
of Education

At the 31st annual Mendocino County 
Mock Trial competition earlier this month, 
members of the Ukiah High School Mock Trial 
team edged out the reigning champions from 
Laytonville High School to claim the Honorable 
Judge Ron Brown Memorial Perpetual Trophy 
and earn the honor of representing Mendocino 
County at the State Mock Trial competition in 
Sacramento on March 22 to 24.

Sponsored by Mendocino County Office 
of Education, the county competition gives 
students the opportunity to experience the 
American judicial system first-hand. Student 
teams argue both sides of a fictitious case 
developed by the Constitutional Rights 
Foundation, the statewide coordinators of this 
academic enrichment activity.

This year’s competitors included the 
Developing Virtue Girls’ School, Ukiah High 
School and Laytonville High School. 

Student team members portrayed all key 
roles in the fictitious case of People v. Klein, the 
trial of Reagan Klein, a young adult resident of 
the fictional town of East Flamingo, California. 
Reagan is charged with two felony counts: 
making a false report of an emergency (in this 
case, commonly referred to as “swatting”) and 
making a criminal threat.

The mock trial event culminated in the top two teams arguing their cases in front of a packed house of parents and 
supporters. After an intense battle between well-matched teams, Ukiah High was crowned the winner by a margin of 
.0007 points.

Ukiah High School’s winning team included Avery Barrett, John Cabaniss, Josefina Cavalin, Benjamin Coletti, Emma 
Dolan, Emily Dougherty, Cole Fetherston, Trix Holstine, Janvi Ishwar, Zoe Krofchik, Brayden Martinez, Elise Martinez, 
Ava Mortier, Gwynn Parrish, Diya Patel, Spencer Rico, and Dylan Schroeder, coached by teachers Matthew LaFever, 
Rosemary Eddy and attorneys Zach Stephens, Colin Morrow, and Alexander Rich.

Additional volunteers from the legal community who officiated and evaluated the competition included the Honorable 
Judges Clay Brennan and Ann Moorman; and Judges Pro Tem Ginervra Chandler and Jamie Pearl. Volunteers also 
included scoring panels manned by Jeffrey Aaron, Anthony Adams, Macci Baldock, Shannon Cox, Jennifer O’Brien, Edie 
Lerman, Lawrence Rosen and Frank Zotter. MCOE thanks the Mendocino Superior Courts for the use of the courthouse.

For more information about the Mendocino County Mock Trial Program, visit www.mcoe.us/student-programs-services/
student-events/mock-trial/. 

Online: 
www.basroofing.com 

Email:
basroofing@live.com

    W.C. & G.L. insured Ca. Lic # 927007       

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Serving areas of Mendocino, 
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Residential & Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Preview April 25 for:
Avengers: Endgame Movie Times for 4/5 thru 4/11                                Tightwad Tuesday Title for Apr. 9th is in RED - All tickets: $5

SHAZAM!
(PG13) 2 hrs 12 mins

Fri:
5:30 & 8:30pm

Sat:
2:30, 5:30 & 8:30pm

Sun:
1:30, 4:30 & 7:30pm

Mon-Thurs:
4:30 & 7:30pm

DUMBO (2019)
(PG) 1 hr 52 mins

Fri:
5:15 & 7:45pm

Sat:
2:45, 5:15 & 7:45pm

Sun:
1:45, 4:15 & 6:45pm

Mon-Thurs:
4:15 & 6:45pm

PET SEMATARY
(R) 1 hr 40 mins

Fri:
4:30, 6:45 & 9:00pm

Sat:
2:15, 4:30, 6:45 & 9:00pm

Sun:
1:15, 3:30, 5:45 & 8:00pm

Mon-Thurs:
5:45 & 8:00pm

PHOTOS WITH THE EASTER BUNNY!

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
from 10 am to 12 pm at J.D. Redhouse

FRIDAY, APRIL 19
from 5 to 7 pm at J.D. Redhouse

Digital images by Maureen Moore are just $5 each!

Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
website. 

Once they had eaten, the 
children at the daycare went 
outside into the warm and 
sunny early evening to plant 
seeds for the new daycare 
garden with Myrtle Deaton, 
Diane Deaton’s mother-in-law 
and helper at the daycare. 

The five children were 
excitedly digging in the 
potting soil, poking holes in 
planter cells, and dropping 
little tomato seeds in the 
holes. Later they went inside 
another part of the daycare 
to play with toys or listen to 
a favorite book being read 
by Gramma Mert while their 
parents attended the meeting.

After the sheriff finished 
his talk, Deaton handed 
out her detailed “Aunt Di’s 
Emergency Plan” to the 
parents. She’s created a 
Facebook page for updates 
and has a relative’s phone 
number as an out-of-state 
contact if needed. There was 
discussion and agreement 
as to where to meet locally 
during any emergency 
evacuation. Deaton 
suggested places close by 
in Ukiah and Laytonville as 
well as places farther north 
and south. Many topics were 
discussed, including family 
preparedness: food and 
water, hand-cranked radios, 
flashlights, money, etc. 

Deaton provided new 
emergency forms to be filled 
out and a 2 gallon plastic bag 
for each child. The bag is to 
be filled with a few things 
for each child like a small 
blanket, change of clothes, 
etc. She stressed not to 
purchase anything new: “The 
goal is the smell of home and 
comfort.”

These bags will be put 
in one of the totes that’ll 
be grabbed during an 
emergency evacuation, while 
there are others with books, 
art materials, food and water. 
The clothes and food will be 
changed every six months.

People left feeling more 
confident about their 
children’s care during a 
disaster when they’re at 
daycare. “I’m glad we had it, 
and I feel better if anything 
were to happen. We’ve got 
a plan,” said Kourtni, one of 
the parents. Sean, another 
parent, said, “It was excellent, 
well-thought-out, and it was 
great of Tom to come and say 
his piece and give everybody 
some good information. It’s 
amazing of Diane to put it 
together. We’re all fortunate 
to have a daycare provider 
who cares enough to do it.” 

Deaton’s last words were, 
“I want people who have their 
child in daycare to ask their 
daycare provider if they have 
a plan. If they do have one, 
what is that plan? And if they 
don’t have a plan, they ask, 
‘What can I do to help you 
make one?’”

To sign up for Emergency 
Alert System alerts, that can 
come in via home, mobile or 
business phones, email or 
text messages, visit www.
mendocinosheriff.com.

CalFire’s “Ready, Set Go” 
website is full of information 
about preparing for wildfires 
and for evacuations. You 
can download the “Wildfire 
is Coming, Are You Set?” 
brochure; “El Incendio 
Forestal Se Acerca.¿Esta 
preparadá?” in Spanish, 
or the “Ready for Wildfire” 
mobile app. 

www.readyforwildfire.org/
Ready-Set-Go-Campaign Get 
the mobile-preparedness app 
at www.readyforwildfire.org/
Ready-Set-Go-Campaign/. 

Diane Deaton can be 
reached at diane.e.deaton@
gmail.com.

The rest of
Disaster

From Page 7

The rest of
Herbs

From Page 12

The rest of
Beeswax From Page 10

The rest of
PacOut From Page 14

The rest of
Medicare

From Page 6be made into pockets or bags for food storage 
and transportation. She cautioned not to use 
them on hot containers. The wax will melt. 

To clean, wash in cool, soapy water, drip dry 
away from heat or sunshine, and store in a cool, 
dry place. Some people roll and store them in 
aluminum foil or parchment containers. When 
they begin losing their clinging properties, re-
wax by putting them on a cookie sheet, adding 
some of the wax mix and heating them in an 
oven at about 150 to 200 degrees until the wax 
melts. 

The recipe for the wraps is simple: “First of 
all, we use only 100 percent cotton, muslin or 
linen cloth. Don’t use anything with a synthetic, 
since it might melt. Cloth is breathable and 
really good for cheese. We use beeswax 
because it’s a natural bacteria deterrent. We’ll 
be mixing in some pine resin so the beeswax 
won’t crack and also jojoba oil to keep the 
wrap pliable,” Caudill said. 

She set up two different stations for 
participants to make the wraps. For both, the 
main recipe is two parts beeswax to one part 
pine resin mixed together. The amount of and 
how you use the jojoba oil changes depending 
upon the method used.

There’s the stovetop method, where you 
mix all three ingredients together in a double 
boiler, then melt and paint the mixture on the 
cloth, making sure it’s saturated. The other 
method is to put the cloth on parchment paper, 
sprinkle the dry ingredients and evenly add 
drops of jojoba oil on top. Then use a hot iron 
to melt the mixture into the cloth. 

For both methods: Remove your waxed 
cloth and cool. If there’s too much wax, simply 
put another piece of cloth on top of the first, 
cover with parchment paper and iron. If there’s 
too little, add a bit more of the mixture and 
jojoba oil, cover and iron. 

As people were leaving, many expressed 
having had a fun-filled few hours making the 
wraps. Jen O’Neil said: “I had a wonderful 
time! I’ve never been here before, and it was 
awesome. I made a larger one to cover the 
bowl I use when I’m rising pizza dough.” 

Audrey and Willow are in high school. Both 
said they’ll use their wraps for snacks and 
lunches. “They’re really easy and fun to make. 
They’d be good for a fundraiser, or to make 
and sell,” Willow added.

To learn more details about making the 
wraps, use your search engine or visit https://
blog.mountainroseherbs.com/.

To keep informed about what North 
Street Collective is doing, visit their website, 
www.northstreetcollective.org, or visit their 
Facebook page.

May 25: “Chinese 
Medicinals from Seed 
to Clinic” – Growing 
specific herbs for the 
Chinese medicine market, 
including acupuncturists. 
Taught by Jessica Curl 
Rose.

June 29: “Herbal 
First Aid Medicines” – 
Cultivation of plants for a 
variety of first aid needs 
and ideas for making 
value-added products for 
home and market. Taught 
by Andy Taylor.

July 27: “The Herbal 
Kitchen” – Using herbs 
on a daily basis to support 
overall health, creative 
ideas for making herbal 
products using zero-
waste techniques. Taught 
by Keoma McCaffrey. 

August 24: “Herbal 
Seed Saving” – How to 
select, harvest, clean and 
store seeds, including 
choosing a mother plant, 
assessing quality of 
seed, harvesting timing, 
and technique. Taught by 
Jamie Chevalier.

Cost: $425 to $500, 
sliding scale, with a 
payment plan offered. 
For a registration form 
or more information, 
including background of 
the instructors go to www.
motherlandherbs.org or 
call d’Terra at 459-5030.

For a list of other herb 
classes being offered 
locally, go to www.
mendoc inoherbgu i ld .
com or www.school-of-
adaptive-agriculture.org.

A small group of local volunteers came 
together for the PacOut Green Team’s first 
ever Willits cleanup mission on March 23, 
and packed out an estimated 2,000 pounds 
of garbage from the area in and around the 
creek and open spaces at the south end 
of Margie Drive, on the south end of town.

One of PacOut’s co-founders, Chris 
Ostrom, was there, 
and he said that 
enough volunteers 
have been showing 

up at the Mendocino County chapter 
events to haul out over 125,000 pounds of 
garbage last year alone.

The cleanups typically happen every 
other Saturday somewhere in the county 
from 9 to 10 am.

PacOut is a nonprofit which started in 
Humboldt County in February of 2014, but 
now operates regularly in both Humboldt 
and Mendocino, and has had a cleanup 
event every weekend since it started, 
according to its website.

Ostrom, who co-owns Pacific Outfitters 
along with other family members, started 
the Mendocino chapter of PacOut in 2017 
after moving to the Ukiah area.

“I was able to launch the program out 
here July 4th, a year and a half ago, and 
it’s just been going like gangbusters ever 
since,” he said.

Ostrom said that for the March 23 

Margie Drive cleaning, they were only able 
to clean up about half of the trash there, 
which included a big pile of “floating debris 
out there … covered with syringes” in a 
marshy area. There is another PacOut date 
planned in the same location for April 20 to 
continue the cleanup.

One of the local volunteers, longtime 
Willits resident Bobby Haggard, said 
that he was the one who pursued getting 
some help for trash cleanup in town, and 
eventually found Ostrom and PacOut.

He said that for about 10 years, he’s 
gotten into the habit of cleaning up some 
of the areas near his property and found 
something which he felt he needed 
assistance with.

“I came across a huge pile of needles, 
probably about a hundred needles,” he 
said. “And ‘Whip-Its’ – different items you 
use for doing drugs. I didn’t know how to 
deal with it or touch it.”

“I put an ad on Willits Fan Page, and then 
somebody directed me to Chris Ostrom … 
And he came up to me and he had the 
means of cleaning it up properly. So he got 
involved, and we got to talking, and he told 
me about the PacOut Green Team. And 
they’ve come to Willits for the first time.”

Ostrom said that while some of the 
garbage by the creek was from abandoned 

PacOut Cleanup
Volunteers haul 2,000 pounds of trash out of creek, 

open areas on the south end of town

Forrest Glyer
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
PacOut Over on Page 15

homeless camps, there was plenty of trash from all types 
of people – something he’s become used to.

“There’s a huge ‘dump’ just down the way that’s all 
household trash,” he said. “Part of what we do is creating 
awareness for what we find, and trying to change bad 
behavior in the community.”

He pointed out that old tires, which they’ve found 
plenty of, only cost $3 to deposit at dumps.

Ostrom said that he and Haggard looked at several 
areas around town, and that overall, he was actually 
very impressed with the cleanliness of Willits.

“The Willits community is absolutely fantastic,” he 
said. “When I came out here with Bobby about three 
months ago, we scouted over a dozen different places, 
and every place we went looked good. I mean, there was 
a little bit of trash here and there, but this was the only 
place that we found that was worthy of a team [cleanup].”

“It’s really nice to see such a clean community and 
one that’s very conscious of their area,” Ostrom added.

He’s also been impressed by the residual effects that 
the cleanups seem to have had in Mendocino County.

“What’s really interesting too, is for a year and a half of 
doing this, every time we return to a place to do another 
clean up, I find we’re not finding new trash, or very little 
new trash. We’re finding more old trash.”

“[At] Lake Mendocino, now we struggle to fill one bag 
of trash … It’s spotless now. The more we go to a place, 
I do notice less and less trash every time, so that’s really 
rewarding.”

He said that having the cleanups be for only an hour 
makes it a smaller commitment, and easier for more 
people to join in.

“It’s easy to do because it’s just one hour,” he said. 
“And it’s a great way to start your weekend. You do this, 
it’s really fast, you feel good about yourself when you’re 
done.”

“Sometimes it’s five people,” said Ostrom, “sometimes 
it’s 40 people. The more people that show up really 
makes it a better impact for everyone because it’s just 
one hour. But if 40 people show up, you got 40 hours-
worth of work done in one hour.”

Volunteers for the Willits April 20 PacOut cleanup will 
meet in the parking lot at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints on the south end of town at 8:45 am 
for sign-up.

There will also be a PacOut event at the Ukiah 
wetlands this Saturday, April 6, meeting at the old 
Mendocino Brewing Company at 8:45 am.

Ostrom said that the company brings all the supplies 
necessary for safe cleanup.

“We provide everything, all we need are able bodies,” 
he said. “So if you want to take part in your community 
and make it a better place, please come join us. It’s just 
one hour.”

For more information on events and the organization, 
you can go to www.pacoutgreenteam.org.

At top, left: Chris Ostrom of PacOut Green Team takes a selfie in front of a massive pile of trash 
floating in the creek by Margie Drive on the south end of Willits. At top, right: Volunteers at a recent 
trash cleanup in south Willits look over the many bags of refuse that they helped collect: Volunteer 
Jessica Doss, second from left, organizer Chris Ostrom, volunteer Bobby Haggard and volunteer 
Gary Owen. 
Above, left: A pile of old clothes and trash bags lies in the foreground, a volunteer collects trash in 
the background. Above, right: A wheelbarrow is loaded with garbage pulled out of the creek.
Below: Volunteers Jessica Doss and Bobby Haggard stand outside the PacOut truck; cleaning 
supplies, including buckets and trash-picker tools, are organized and ready. 
Below, right: A wider view of the pile of trash, floating in the creek on the south end of Margie Drive.

Photos by Chris Ostrom

Phot\o by Forrest Glyer

Photo by Forrest Glyer

Ukiah High School’s County Mock Trial team poses with their honors and the 
Honorable Judge Ron Brown Memorial Perpetual Trophy on the steps of the 
Mendocino County courthouse in Ukiah

Medicare preventive benefits.
Medicare also covers shots for flu, 

pneumococcal disease (which can 
cause pneumonia), and Hepatitis B. Flu, 
pneumococcal infections, and Hepatitis 
B can be life-threatening for older 
people. Flu and pneumococcal shots 
are recommended for people over age 
65.

People with Medicare also can get 
screened for cardiovascular disease 
and different kinds of cancer, including 
breast, prostate, cervical/vaginal, and 
colorectal cancer.

Take colorectal cancer, for example.
Medicare covers screening tests to 

help find precancerous growths or find 
cancer early, when treatment is most 
effective. Medicare covers the multi-
target stool DNA test, screening fecal 
occult blood test, screening flexible 
sigmoidoscopy, screening colonoscopy, 
and screening barium enema. 

You pay nothing for fecal occult 
blood tests, flexible sigmoidoscopy, 
and screening colonoscopy if your 
doctor accepts assignment. (Note: If a 
polyp or other tissue is removed during 
a colonoscopy, you may have to pay 
20 percent of the Medicare-approved 
amount for the doctor’s services and a 
co-payment if the procedure was done 
in a hospital outpatient setting.)

For people who have or are at risk for 
diabetes, Medicare covers screenings, 
certain supplies, and self-management 
training.

If you need help to stop smoking, 
Medicare pays for up to eight face-to-
face counseling sessions per year with 
a doctor or other qualified provider.

Medicare also pays for tests for lung 
cancer, HIV, and bone mass (to see if 
you’re at risk for broken bones).

People with Medicare don’t use 
preventive health services as much as 
they should. But getting screened can 
help you stay healthy and live longer 
– and save the government billions in 
healthcare costs.

It’s a classic win-win.
Greg Dill is Medicare’s regional 
administrator for Arizona, California, 
Nevada, Hawaii, and the Pacific 
Territories. You can get answers 
to your Medicare questions by 
visiting www.Medicare.gov or calling 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227).
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Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church

ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)

Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 11:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School - 11:15 a.m.
459-2855

Facebook: www.facebook.com

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 707-456-9934

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714

Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month 

family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066

Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday

ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies

Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor

459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:

Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School  

following the service.
(707) 459-2988

24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass -
9:00 a.m. English

10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
9:15 a.m. - Bible Class,

adult & children
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

WILLITS WEEKLY IS 
BRINGING BACK THE

REAL ESTATE 
SECTION
TO LOCAL PRINT MEDIA

An individual, stand-alone and independent print piece

Relevant Local Editorial Content

Open House Advertisements

Available Buyer’s & Seller’s Agents

Property Listings

Commitment

and ad copy

 deadline

is the

 first Friday

of the month

3,500 copies

each week

Ads go

online and

in-print for

one price

Runs on the second 
Thursday of the month. 

Runs
Second

Week
Each

Month

Call for ad space:
April Tweddell
707-972-2475

Ads

GET YOUR OFFICE, AGENTS AND 
LISTINGS INCLUDED IN OUR NEXT EDITION

Willits Charter School wins state 
‘Civic Learning Award’

Submitted by Jennifer Lockwood, director, Willits Charter School
Willits Charter School has been selected to receive a Civic Learning Award for Merit for 

2019, the first school in Mendocino County to be so honored. The Civic Learning Awards, 
presented by the Judicial Branch of California, “celebrate public schools’ efforts to engage 
students in civic learning,” said the press release from state Superintendent of Schools 
Tony Thurmond announcing the award-winners this year. Willits Charter School was 
selected due to its commitment to providing students with a high-quality civic education. 

Now in its seventh year, the awards program, co-sponsored by Superintendent 
Thurmond and Chief Justice of California Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye, is “part of the chief 
justice’s Civic Learning Initiative, “a broad and far-reaching effort supported by statewide 
partners to improve civic learning and engagement in California.” 

At Willits Charter School, students are required to take “Wellness, Community, and 
Service” each year. In WCS class, students identify opportunities to volunteer and 
organize larger group community service events. These events include: canned food 
drives preparing and distributing lunches for the homeless, and the Kindness Challenge 
providing moral and monetary support for survivors of the Camp Fire.

Students also organized a Brown Bag Lunch Program through Willits Daily Bread, the 
program Pennies For Patients, Fire Victim Recovery Funds, National School Walkout (gun 
violence awareness), and the Legacy Project.

The Legacy Project includes projects that have a lasting impact within the community. 
Some of our projects have been murals, specific programs, collaborations, community 
beautification projects, and more. In addition to WCS class, students are required to 
complete at least 20 hours of community service each year outside of school.

Willits Charter School welcomes civic leaders to visit and interact with our students. 
Congressman Jared Huffman recently visited Willits Charter School to speak about the 
environment. Former Willits Mayor Madge Strong spoke to WCS students about the 
importance of voting and involvement in local politics before the November elections. 
Students researched candidates and initiatives and participated in a school-wide mock 
election on election day. Students reflected on the process comparing their results with 
local and national results. 

WCS students also prepare and present “Youth Perspectives,” a program at the local 
radio station KLLG. Students program and present insight and awareness of the teenage 
mind in reflection of current events. For example, students recently presented a show on 
how the government shutdown affected them personally.

Superintendent Thurmond comments: “Having had the chance to teach a civics class, 
and from my time working with students in the Legislature, I’m a huge supporter of 
engaging students in civics early, which helps to engage them for life. It was fulfilling to 
work with students in the state Legislature, where every year I had students help write a 
bill with me. I would like to continue that work by asking students to share their ideas on 
new bills, such as keeping college affordable, school nutrition, and student housing.”

“I commend our schools and teachers for their creativity and commitment to civic 
education,” said Chief Justice Cantil-Sakauye. “They are giving students the skills they 
will need as active participants and leaders in our democracy.”

Willits Charter School Social Studies teachers, Christopher Scott (high school Social Studies, 
Independent Study), and Michel Chenelle (eighth-grade Social Studies and eighth- through 12-grade 
Language Arts) pose in front of a poster featuring the Statue of Liberty.

Photo by Hope Curtis

Furry Friends Hoping 
for a Home
Loving Crystal 

This 8-month-old husky mix pup truly shines, hence 
the name Crystal! Her loving, calm and gentle demeanor 
creates a glow that’s hard to ignore. All she wants is to 
be loved, and that’s very easy to do because she is 
unbelievably sweet!

She recently came to us from another shelter that took 
her in with an injured leg and made sure she had the 
orthopedic care she needed. Now, she is doing fine and 
will be ready for adoption soon. Come meet this white puff 
of love and see if you have a place in your heart and home 
for this jewel!

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County is 
located at 9700 Uva Drive, Redwood Valley. Open hours: 
1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through Friday; and 11 am to 3 pm, 
Saturday and Sunday. Please give us a call at 707-485-0123 
if you have questions. You 
can view all our adoptable 
dogs and cats on Petfinder 
or through our website: 
mendohumanesociety.com. 
To volunteer or help take the 
dogs for a walk, please join 
HSIMC on Sundays at 11 
am for an orientation.

Handsome Skip
Skip is a Velcro kinda dog! 

He likes to have contact, and 
be really close to people. 
Skip is strikingly handsome, 
with a thick, beautiful coat, 
and kohl-rimmed eyes. 
During his evaluation and 
meet and greet, Skip was 
introduced to one of our 
other canine guests – a 
spayed female – and he 
enjoyed the encounter and 
was a good boy! Skip is a 
2-year-old neutered male 
shepherd mix who currently 
weighs 51 pounds.

The Ukiah Shelter is 
located at 298 Plant Road 
in Ukiah. Adoption hours are 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday from 10 am 
to 4:30 pm, and Wednesday 
from 10 am to 6:30 pm. To 
view photos and bios of 
some of the other wonderful 
adoptable animals here, 
please visit online at: www.
mendoanimalshelter.com or 
visit the shelter. For more 
info about adoptions, call: 
707-467-6453. 

Help get every dog at the 
Ukiah shelter out for some 
exercise at the “Empty the 
Shelter” pack walk every 
second Saturday of the 
month, coming up on April 
13. 

Bay City Tournament Champions, including, back row, from left: Coach Scott Herman, Kate Winter 
(Willits), Taylynn Arteaga (Ukiah), Cecily Potter (Willits), Maya Wollitz (Ukiah), Lexie Aguilar (Willits), 
and Coach Josh Potter. Front row, from left: Hailey Lucido (Ukiah), Kaloni Brown (Ukiah), Lyly 
Herman (Willits), Naytia Whipple (Ukiah), and Varsity Gaches (Ukiah).

The Rise Up Basketball Academy, a fifth-
grade basketball team of Willits and Ukiah 
players, beat two teams and lost by a narrow 
margin in a third game during the two-day 
Bay City Tip-Off tournament in South San 
Francisco on March 23 and 24, earning 
them the title of  Bay City Tournament 
Champions.

During the 2019 Amateur Athletic Union 
Bay City Tournament, the girls beat Bay 
City from San Francisco 22 to 12 and beat 
the Prime 5 team from Marin 29 to 13. The 
Wolfpack-Stern team from San Francisco 
beat the local girls 16 to 12, but coach Scott 

Herman noted that it was a “great start to the 
season” and that “these girls represented 
small-town hoops in the big city!”

Three of the Rise Up team players, Lyly 
Herman, Lexie Aguilar and Cecily Potter 
played on the City of Ukiah Youth Basketball 
team, the Baskin Robbins Bouncers, who 
were undefeated in their league season 
that just ended. The team will play their 
next game this weekend in Walnut Creek 
at another two-day tournament, and the 
following weekend, they will play in the East 
Bay for a third two-day tournament.

– Maureen Moore

Basketball Tournament Champions


