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Dripworks is open for curbside pickup. You can pick up your orders at our store at
190 Sanhedrin Circle, Willits 95490. Open 9 am to 4 pm - Monday thru Friday. 

Call us at 800-522-3747 to order and schedule your pickup.

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Kent Westwood, Broker 
CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078

Joe Morf, Agent 
CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

“Zillow Premier Agents”

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
REALTOR®, GRI

Cell: 707.484.6489
Office: 707.459.5389

www.getmendohomes.com
Cal BRE #01712217

Property Feature

129.71 
acres in 
Covelo

MLS: 22029226

Offered for sale: 
$329,000

Listed by: 
Summit Realty

CalBRE # 00688068
129+/- acres close to town! 
Property is approximately seven miles east of Covelo, off of 

Mendocino Pass Road near Williams Creek. Property is Zoned 
RL (Agricultural, Farm/Ranch, Livestock, Recreation, Residential, 
Single-Family, Other) and can be used for many different uses 
including residential. 

Property is fairly steep, heavily wooded and Williams Creek 
runs through a corner of the property. It could be great property 
for hunting, camping / outdoor recreation. 

With some dozer work you could have a nice spot for a cabin 
or year-round home.

More information: www.summitrealtywillits.com/-/
listing/301787166/29700-Mendocino-Pass-Road-Covelo-
CA95428
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COLUMN | Journal

Saturday morning
As I sit here writing next to the 

fireplace, several people have already 
walked by on a chilly morning, many with 
their excited doggies. Two little children 
are passing, a younger brother struggling 
with his first bicycle and his older sister 
skipping then suddenly stopping to enjoy 
the mass of bright yellow daffodils in the 

front yard. They’re hard to pass without 
pausing for a moment to enjoy all that 
brilliant beauty. 

Yesterday I walked through our backyard examining the fruit trees 
I pruned recently, talking to each one. I’m one of those people who talks 
to my plants. My musings may or may not make a difference to them but it 
makes me feel better, more connected. I look forward to them waking up 
from their winter hibernation. Little buds appear, then they leaf out, then 
by the end of summer, the precious fruits. 

Some I store, like the apples. I still have a lot from last year in the fridge 
and the pantry which is unheated. Their juice is almost too sweet. I have 
to dilute it a bit with water. The plums I can in jars that turn a gem-like 
red, sweet and delicious. I began making plum jam last year. My friend, 
Gail, loves my new recipe of cardamom-plum jam. Cardamom seemed 
like an odd addition to jam but it turned out to be quite tasty. I’ll make 
extra this year. 

The garden is waiting for its attention. It wants 
weeding, spading and fertilizing, being careful of all the 
busy worms, I’ll set the tender young plants in place – 
tomatoes of course, squash, lettuce, peppers for sauce, 
kale for salads and steaming, parsley, peas climbing up 
their string trellis. Perhaps something new this year. 

Everyone loves the luscious tomatoes that actually 
taste like tomatoes so I plant a lot of them. The sauce I 
froze turns a homemade soup into a gourmet meal. Every 
day is not really the same even though it sometimes 
seems that way lately. There’s the slow turning of time, 
the passing of days, the growing of the garden and 
orchard. 

The roses are already making their green and red 
leaves preparing for their fragrant show. It’s the prickly 
ones that have the perfume I discovered, so all my roses 
are thorny but no one has complained when I deliver a 
sweet bouquet. 

I always look forward to the brilliant orange-yellow of 
the marigolds and calendula, one of my favorite colors. 
There are many iris coming up this year. Soon there will 
be every shade of lavender and purple, some with their 
yummy perfume. Lilacs are everywhere in Willits. When 
they bloom, the whole town has a delicate scent. I always 
pause on my morning walks when the honeysuckle 
blooms at a certain house I pass by. I have to drink in 
that aroma that stays with me for the rest of the block. 

As I write I pause for a moment to have another sip of jasmine-green 
tea. I can hear the laundry chugging along in the next room. What a 
great invention, the washing machine! I recall my grandmother’s washer. 
She was already quite old when I was a kid. Her machine had a wringer 
attachment that one would crank and the rollers would squeeze out the 
water, then the clothes would be hung on a line. Laundry that dries on 
a line has an altogether different freshness than the automatic dryer. 
Having said that, I really appreciate my dryer. 

I’m thinking of breakfast now. Fruit smoothies are for weekdays. Will it 
be eggs, soft-boiled or scrambled, perhaps an omelet with onions, a little 
garlic powder and basil and some graded cheese? There’s Malt-O-Meal, 
which I’ve grown to love with butter and dark brown sugar. Waffles, which 
I make from scratch and scoop on blueberries, yogurt, butter and maple 
syrup – are for Sunday. Not sure why. They just seem right for Sunday. 
I have to make a pot of coffee for waffles. That’s a long, slow breakfast 
good for conversation. 

The days pass. Some good, some not so. That’s part of the journey. 
Just have to take it as it happens day by day as it unfolds. 
Bill Barksdale was a 2016 inductee into the Realtor® Hall of Fame. He 
is a referral agent for Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty Inc. 707-489-2232. 
CADRE# 01106662.
Read more of his articles at his blog at BBarksdale.com
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monthly real estate section! 

Call April at 972-2475
for ad info, pricing and sizes!

Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money

Loans
Investor

opportunities
 (707) 462-8622  (707) 459-2330 

redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Independently
Owned & Operated 

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street.  Willits, CA 95490

Tara Moratti, Realtor®

Broker-Owner CalBRE #01420657
COLDWELL BANKER MENDO REALTY

707-367-0389 - Cell

Specializing in Mendocino County Real Estate
www.LivInMendo.com  • livinmendo@gmail.com

38951 Black Bear Rd., Willits
40 Acres. Located in the coveted Cherry Creek 

Subdivision is a rare opportunity to purchase this 
immaculate 40 Acre build-able parcel! The ground 
work has been laid. There are 2 entrances to this 

parcel, one access off Grouse Gulch Rd. and the other 
right off of Black Bear Rd., Perc Test done back in the 
90’s, Spring, Electricity/PG&E at the property line, 

2 Camping Cabins, outhouse, storage, building pad, 
driveway, privacy, and views!

$325,000

Old Boy Scout Rd., Willits 
20+/- acre parcel with a cabin in Pine 
Mountain off of Old Boy Scout Road. 

Beautiful view of Willits Reservoir from 
ridge top. Well maintained 1/2 mi. 

gravel road from Old Boy Scout Road
to cabin. 2500 gallon water tank.

Generators. Sheds.  Come build your 
forever home.
 $265,000                                                                

Lee Persico
CalBRE #00446837

707-459-5389
coldwellbankerwillits@gmail.com

Kelsi Ryan
CalBRE #01932829

707-621-1818
mendorealestate@gmail.com

Tara Moratti
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389
livinmendo@gmail.com

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
CalBRE #01712217

707-484-6489
roxanne@getmendohomes.com

Dara Collicott
CalBRE #02062954

707-513-7825
daradrealty@gmail.com

Randa Craighead
CalBRE #01971901

707-841-7778
randa.craighead@coldwellbanker.com

Audrey Low
CalBRE #02074437

707-972-0524
norcalhomes@yahoo.com

Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844

707-354-2301
nicf707@gmail.com

Karena Jolley
CalBRE #01482063

707-354-2999
karena.jolley@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389 Randy and Ruth Weston

707-459-4961 • 707-489-3333
CalBRE: 00990817

ruthweston@pacifi c.net
557 South Main Street • Willits

For information or an appointment to view please call:

Custom 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Home 
in Brooktrails 

Quality built home with 2,200 sq.ft. living area. Large 
brick fi replace, cedar paneling, vaulted ceilings, 

upstairs game room with a half bath.  New roof, recent 
pest clearance. Close to town.  $368,000

Rare Find in Town
.68+/- acre really nice R2 building lot.  Water, sewer, 
power and phone are available. Convenient location, 

great site for a home.  $78,500

There is a level meadow with the remainder of
property wooded and very gentle, offering good
building sites. Redwood, Fir and Madrone trees.  

Zoned 20 acre minimums. 
$785,000

61.62+/- 
Acres
Just

North of 
Fort

Bragg

203+/- Acres Gorgeous Branscomb Property
166 +/- acres zoned TP.  37+/- acres zoned RR5.  There are 

approximately 96 acres of level land with close to ¾’s of a mile 
of the Eel River running through the middle of the property.  

Gorgeous property with many building sites. There is paved road 
access, power and phone on the parcel. Lots of redwood timber 
and an active harvest plan.  There is an old large timbered barn

on the property with PG&E.  $1,495,000

Chana Eisenstein, DVM 
Celina Borucki-Gibson, DVM “Dr. BG”

East Hill
Veterinary Clinic

1200 East Hill Road   Willits, CA 95490
Tel: 707-459-5236

web: www.easthillvet.com    Fax: 707-459-9048

COLUMN | How’s the Market?

The pros and cons 
of downsizing

Once you become an empty-nester, 
you may have more house than you need, 
so the question arises: should you sell 
or stay put? Let’s imagine you have a 
3,500-square-foot house. Now that your 
five adult children have families of their 
own, they visit from time to time but have 
no plans to come back and live with you.

A 3,500-square-foot house is a lot to 
take care of and if it is located a few miles 
from town, it’s not as convenient as a nice 
little place within walking distance of your 
favorite shops and restaurants. If you sold 
your big house, you could move into a 
neighborhood with tree-lined streets that 
are perfect for evening walks, and you 
could choose a property that would require 
substantially less yardwork than your 
current one. 

The fact is, convenience is only one of 
the possible benefits. Selling your house 
and buying a smaller one could be a smart 
financial move. Cash from the sale of your 
3,500-square-foot house could be used 
to pay for the new, smaller house, and 
you’d have money left over to supplement 
your retirement income. For the holidays, 
instead of staying at home since things 
would be a little crowded, you could meet 
your kids and grandkids at Disneyland or 
Yosemite or take a cruise to Mexico (once 
the pandemic abates). As you can see, the 
benefits of downsizing are many.

However, as the father of five grown 
children, the thing that stops me from 
downsizing is the thought of losing our 
gathering place. I want all my kids to 
come home for holidays and birthdays and 
weekend barbecues. I want them to be 
able to show their children the room they 
grew up in, the tree they loved to climb, the 
fence they painted, and the back door they 
snuck out of when they thought no one was 
looking.

If I move, I lose all that. I love thinking 
about my children having children of their 
own and bringing them to my house where 
there’s plenty of room to run around. If it 
means I need to do a little extra housework 
and landscaping, so be it.

The decision 
to downsize is a 
personal one, and 
it is influenced 
by your financial 
resources as 
well as your emotional connection to your 
house. Sometimes, when people have 
experienced difficult, emotional family 
situations like a divorce or a death in the 
family, it can be easier to start over with a 
new house. 

Downsizing would not only lower your 
mortgage payment, but also reduce the 
cost of maintaining your home. You may 
recall from previous articles, most people 
spend about 3 percent of the home’s value 
per year on taxes, insurance, repairs, and 
maintenance. If you were to downsize 
from a $700,000 house to a $400,000 
house, you’d save on mortgage interest, 
plus several hundred dollars per month on 
house-related expenses.

If you decide to downsize, and you stay 
within the county, you can bring your tax 
base with you if that benefits you financially. 
If you bought your home 20 or 30 years 
ago, your original tax base is likely to be 
below the $400,000 value of the smaller 
house you’d move into. The lower your tax 
base, the lower your taxes.

Talk to your accountant about the 
financial benefits of downsizing. If it’s the 
right move, call your real estate agent to 
help you put your home on the market. 
Then, pour yourself a cup of coffee and 
start thinking about where you’d like to go 
for Christmas if we can get this pandemic 
under control: Disneyland or a cruise.

If you have questions about real estate 
or property management, contact me at 
rselzer@selzerrealty.com. If you have 
ideas for this column, let me know. (If I use 
your suggestion in a column, I’ll send you 
a $25 gift card to Roland’s Bistro!) If you’d 
like to read previous articles, visit https://
selzerrealty.com/ and click on “How’s the 
Market?” 
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has 
been in the business for more than 45 years.

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Protect your home and possessions
Neighbors,
Month number two of 2021 – let’s get focused – 

make sure you are protecting an (maybe your most) 
important asset – your home and possessions within.

Ask yourself, in case of fire, flood, theft or an 
accident on your property:  

• Do I have the right amount of insurance covering 
the repair / rebuild of my home or structure on my 
property?

• Do I have the proper coverage for damaged or 
stolen possessions (bikes, computers, jewelry, art, 
workout equipment)?

• Do I understand my personal liability if I’m held legally 
responsible for damage or injury to someone else on my property?

Three out of five Americans are underinsured by 20 percent ... 
and do not know it. It truly pains me to mention how many of our 
neighbors were underinsured during the last fire season(s).

Insurance policies like homeowners (renter’s, auto, health) are 
meant to be reviewed / updated each year as “things” change, for 
example:

• an addition or upgrade to your home
• a new bicycle, electronic equipment, or jewelry – important 

possessions should be photographed and itemized
• adding a burglar or smoke-alarm system or deadbolt locks
• decreasing or increasing your deductibles
The average annual cost of a homeowner’s policy in 2020 was 

$1,631.

Determining the right policy depends on a 
variety of things, always. There are MANY 
variables to consider, and it is best to work closely 
with your insurance company or insurance agent. 

To learn more, you can find detailed articles 
about getting the right level of insurance. I like 
United Policyholders, a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
whose mission is to be a trustworthy and useful 
information resource and a respected voice for 
consumers of all types of insurance. They don’t 
take money from insurance companies. They 
give you the straight scoop and are an important 
voice for the insured.  At www.uphelp.org they 

offer tools to guide you on buying insurance and navigating claims. 
Insurance is not something you deal with each day, but I do. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me – this is so important.
My best, Nick

This information is for general purposes only. Please consult 
a financial professional for your own situation. Individual 
circumstances do vary.

Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a financial advisor. 
His firm, NC Financial Group, is a wealth management firm serving 
individual clients as well as small-to-medium-sized businesses. 
Client work includes personal and corporate taxes, investment 
planning, insurance, and real estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits 
office is located at 675 South Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or 
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) or Nicholas.Casagrande@
Ceterafs.com (investments) for more information. 

Richard Selzer
Columnist

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist

Bill Barksdale
Columnist
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Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*

EA # 00105934  •  CA DRE # 01854336  •  CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered 
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS 
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from 
any other named entity. *These services  are not offered through Cetera Financial 
Specialists LLC **Investment email

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606
675 S Main St, Willits, CA 95490
105 W Clay St, Ukiah, CA 95482

nicholas@ncfi nancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com**

Remodeling?
Showing Your 

Home?
Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40

Call for Availability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. • Willits • 459-2529

Just in time for California Arbor Week, PG&E offers new online 
resource to help customers ‘plant the right tree in the right place’

Submitted by PGE, North Coast
Pacific Gas and Electric Company kicked off California Arbor Week (March 7-14) Tuesday 

by unveiling its new comprehensive web resource for its customers and communities that 
includes rules, tips and guides for planting trees safely near electric and gas lines. The 
“Right Tree, Right Place” web resource can be found at pge.com/righttreerightplace and 
includes free downloadable brochures on how to plant with fire safety in mind and creating 
defensible space.

“Trees play a vital role in our environment and make California a beautiful place to live, 
work recreate. They also need space to grow both above and below ground. Planting the 
right tree in the right place helps promote fire safety, reduces power outages, provides 
shade benefits, enhances property values and ensures beauty for years to come,” said 
Eric Haggerty, PG&E Vegetation Management Supervisor for the North Coast. “If the right 
tree is not planted in the right place and too close to power and gas lines, it can create 
public safety issues and power outages.”

Using the free safety guides, customers can learn which trees are safe to plant near 
electric and gas lines, and in which regions; information on what to do before planting; 
how to plant and care for a tree; characteristics of recommended small trees and more. 
For example, residents and business should always call 8-1-1 at least two days before 
landscaping or planting trees to have underground lines and other utilities marked to 
ensure safe digging. 

Before planting trees near overhead lines, it’s also recommended to know if you live in 
an area of increased fire risk by visiting the California Public Utilities Commission’s High 
Fire-Threat District maps page at www.cpuc.ca.gov/firethreatmaps/ 

• If the property is outside a HFTD, any trees that can grow taller than 25 feet at 
maturity should be planted at least 50 feet away from power lines.

• If the property is within a HFTD, follow safety clearances of the following zones, which 
are categorized by the horizontal distance between power lines and desired plant:

 • Small zone: Within 15 feet away from the power line easement (along the 
ground), plant only low-growing plants less than 12 inches at maturity that have high 
moisture, and low sap or resin content.

 • Medium zone: From 15 to 50 feet away from the power line easement, plant 
trees that reach no taller than 40 feet at maturity.

 • Tall zone: At least 50 feet away from the power line easement, trees that grow 
taller than 40 feet at maturity are acceptable.

PG&E reminds its customers and the communities in Central and Northern California 
that everyone can do their part to help reduce wildfire risks by choosing the right plants, 
trees and shrubs and by following vegetation and fire safety standards that require greater 
clearances between trees, limbs and power lines.

Willits Most General Store

Come
Check Out
Our New

Candy Shoppe!

459-2201
101 E. Barbara Ln.
Willits, California

Store Open Daily:
8:30 am to 6:30 pm

Gourmet
Chocolates


