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COLDWELL BANKER | MENDO REALTY

SERVING INLAND MENDOCINO
FOR 40 YEARS

Ceisit u at our new location - |
100 South Street, Willits

(across from Willits Furniture)

We will be hosting an Open House at our
new office on Friday, March |7th
from 12pm until 4pm.

Please stop by and say hello!

Willits Office - 100 South St. | /0/7-459-5389
Ukiah Office - 444 N. State St.| /0/7-462-5400
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Remodeling?
Showing Your

\—

NC Financial Group

Advising| Clients,
One Step-at a Time.

Home' Investments (855) 240-6606
675 S. Main Street
N eed Extrd Space? Tax Planning  Willits, CA 95490
Safe & Easy Access Insurance Nicholas

Casagrande, EA

Chief Executive Officer

& Financial Advisor

EA #105394, CA DRE #01854336
CAInsurance Lic. # 0H68496

14 Sizes: Hx5 to 12x40
Call for Avarlability & Rates

Real Estate

Retirement

www.ncfinancialgroup.com

261 Franklin Ave. ®* Willits ® 459-2529

Advertise in
Willits Weekly’s
monthly real estate
section!

Call April at

107-972-2415

for ad info, pricing
and sizes!

PACIFIC BLUE

VACATION RENTALS
VACATION RENTAL MANAGEMENT

707.357.2520

carlon@pacificblue.biz
www.pacificblue.biz

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Kent Westwood, Broker
CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078 .

Joe Morf, Agent

CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

Marcos Diaz

707.480.

DRE#02139769

iSe habla espaiol!

“LUXE PLACES

Peter Smith
707.570.6138

DRE#01205926
Peter@sasin.com

More than 50 years of experience in
real estate, property management,
and home restoration!

7930

“Zillow Premier Agents”
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COLUMN | How's the Market?

Suecessful selling in eold, wet weather

With all this rain (and snow!), some people
might be rethinking whether now is a good time to
put their house on the market. Although common
wisdom suggests waiting until the weather warms,
there are some distinct advantages to putting your
house on the market before everyone else
does. Fewer homes on the market makes
it easier for your house to stand out.

Don’t worry about the fact that spring
flowers aren’t blooming quite yet. You
can create a cozy atmosphere that invites
buyers to imagine sipping hot chocolate
by the fire while wrapped in a blanket on
the couch as soft light shines through the
window of their new living room. Here are
some ways to create that ambience.

Richard Selzer

Columnist

Smell

The first thing people notice when they

enter a house, consciously or subconsciously, is the
smell. Thankfully, our noses get used to unpleasant
smells, but it's important to recognize any odors in
your house that may turn off prospective buyers.
s there a damp, musty smell? Does your beloved
dog spend time outdoors and then bring in wet-dog
smell?

Fresh air is the best antidote, but when it's 40
degrees outside, you may not want to open the
windows for too long. If your house is vacant, |
recommend turning off the heat and opening the
windows for a few hours, then closing things down
and heating the place up before a showing.

If you have something causing a recurring
unpleasant smell, you need to do more than mask
it. You need to take care of it (and disclose it to
potential buyers). Pet urine can be covered for a
little while, but if it's in the sheetrock or subfloor,
you'll need to work with buyers to decide who is
going to address it.

If you're living in the house while you're trying to
sell it, consider adding subtle smells to make the
place feel like home — mulling spices on the stove,
recently baked cookies, or very subtle essential
oils in a few strategically placed locations. While
mustiness isn’t great, an overly perfumed house is
worse (especially for those allergic to perfumes),
so be careful. To check on how your house smells,
ask your Realtor, or leave the house for a while and
then pay close attention when you walk through the
door upon your return. The more you encourage
honest feedback from your Realtor (and then take
their advice), the faster your house will sell.

Light

The next consideration when selling this time of
year is light. The days are still relatively short, and
dark houses can seem smaller than they are. Open
all the curtains or blinds and turn on all the lights

before prospective buyers arrive.

Clean and declutter

Another way to make your house
seem bigger is to remove a third
of its contents. Even if you are an
amazing decorator, when a house is
full of furniture, it's hard for people to
imagine where their stuff would go.
If you want to see what I'm talking
about, go online and look at houses
for sale. The ones full of stuff are a
lot less appealing.

Once you've removed many of
your belongings (especially anything of sentimental
or financial value), it's time to clean as though
your mother-in-law or maybe your boss is coming
over to visit. If your house is like mine, it may have
plants that need to be removed before they become
petrified wood. Papers may have been lying around
for so long that you've forgotten what the top of
your desk looks like — put them away or throw them
away.

With all this crazy weather, it's easy for us (and
our pets) to track in mud. Family members should
get used to kicking off their shoes before entering
the house, and a towel should be available by each
door to wipe Fido’s paws. This is a great time to
invest in good welcome mats where visitors can
wipe their shoes.

Landscaping

Remember, before prospective buyers set foot in
your house, they'll start judging it from the outside.
Clean the yard, haul away any trash, mow the lawn
(or in my case, the semi-organized weeds), and
wash the windows.

If you have questions about real estate or
property management, contact me at rselzer@
selzerrealty.com. If you have ideas for this column,
let me know. If | use your suggestion in a column, I'l
send you a $25 gift card to Loose Caboose! If you'd
like to read previous articles, visit www.selzerrealty.
com and click on “How’s the Market.”

Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in
the business for more than 45 years.

22+/- Acres Beautiful Level Land
Located 15 minutes west of Laytonville, borders.
Branscomb Road. There are meadows with lovely build-
ing sites, redwood trees, borders the South Fork of the
Eel River. Power is on the property. Multiple-use zoning.

$295,000

With 1352 sq.ft., 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths. Open floor
plan including living room, kitchen and dining. Recently
purchased a new range, refrigerator and garbage disposal,

plus a new 30 year roof. Pretty views, private, large yard for

Cozy Home in Brooktrails

landscaping.

$260,000

Nice Manufactured Home
With 3 bedrooms and 2 baths. Great location in
Parkside Mobile Home Estates with a small backyard.
Stove, dishwasher, refrigerator, microwave, washer and
dryer stay. Lots of kitchen cabinets. There is a wheel
chair ramp. Please call for more details.

$99,500

Great opportunity for a commercial business or investment
property. There is a 1,700+/- sq. ft. office building with 4 separate
offices and 2,646+/- storage attached. The metal shop is 4,608+/-
sq. ft. with drive thru bays and roll up doors. Approximately 3
acres are paved. There is a new septic system and city water. Used
previously for years as a truck shop business. Many more details

For information or an appointment to view please call:

Randy and Ruth Weston
707-459-4961  707-489-3333

do vary.

3.3+/- Level Acres

call for information.

$740,000

CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacific .net
557 South Main Street ¢ Willits

COLDWELL BANKER

MENDO REALTY

Coming Soon - Charming 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath home
featuring an attached single car garage. Spacious
backyard with mature plants and a 2 person hotter
on the patio! Offered at $275,000

New on the market: 281 Uva Pl. Redwood Valley
Turn-key 3 bedroom 2.5 bath home minutes from
schools, restaurants and Highway 101 for easy access.
Downstairs features a spacious living room, formal
dining room, media room with wetbar and kitchen.
Upstairs serves the primary bedroom as well as the 2

volunteers. It costs about $5,000 to fully outfit a volunteer. Donations cannot
be used for anything else due to the way the fire district is set up. With the
strict budget for the district, often the Little Lake Firefighters Association
covers the extras for the volunteers.

Every day volunteers and staff show their
commitment to protecting the community
please consider getting involved.

My best and be safe.

This information is for general
purposes only. Please consult a
financial professional for your own
situation. Individual circumstances

Nicholas Casagrande, EA,
an accountant and a financial
advisor. His firm, NC Financial Group,
is a wealth-management firm serving
individual clients as well as small-to-
medium-sized businesses. Client work
includes personal and corporate taxes,
investment planning, insurance, and real
estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits office is
located at 675 South Main Street. For more
information, contact 855-240-6606 or
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com  (taxes)
or Nicholas.Casagrande@ Ceterafs.com
(investments).

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Help Little Lake Fire preserve your
future, your loved ones,
and your town

Dear Neighbors: | wanted to shine a light on a precious community resource — the Little
Lake Fire Department of Willits, a mostly volunteer group that works in the Little Lake Fire
Protection District — a 240-square-mile area to cover.

Approximately 45 of our neighbors volunteer for the Little Lake Fire Department with
five paid fulltime staff members. Little Lake Fire works in
partnership with CAL FIRE and the Brooktrails, Laytonville,
and Redwood Valley fire departments — together covering
360 square miles.

It's important to know that our “fire” department does
much more than cover fires....

They average three traffic accident calls a day, most
requiring medical aid. That's 21 accidents a week,
approximately 84 a month. In 2022 the fire department
made approximately 700 runs to accidents. Yes, a lot -
be careful out there.

Nicholas Casagrande

Columnist

In the last year, the fire department had:

+ 100 to 120 false fire alarms
+ 48 home and business inspections
* 16 structure fires
+ 20 school trainings

To be ready to render first aid at an accident, help contain a fire, or work to educate the
community - staff and volunteers must go through continuous training and stay physically fit.
Here is a list of the certifications, skills, training:

* Swift Water Rescue

* CPR/First Aid

* Urban Search & Rescue

+ EMT/Paramedic

* Over Embankment

* High Angle Rope

« Community Events and EMT Standby

* Fire Marshal/lnspector

+ HazMat Specialists

How can the community support LLFD, you ask?
* Make sure you have working smoke alarms at your home and business.
« Teach fire safety and awareness to children.

* Volunteer — you will be trained! Previous fire and medical experience is great, but not
required. The district will pay for volunteers to attend a training/cert academy.

+ Donate - Please mail a check to PO Box 1269 or 74 East Commercial Street OR stop by!
Donations are used for safety equipment, gear and training for
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COLUMN | Journal

The day-to-day thing

| had a somewhat profound and touching experience a couple of days ago. | woke up
unusually early, unable to sleep. | heard some erratic scratching of little Rudi’s claws on
the hall carpet. He’s not the kind of cat who ever sharpened his claws on the carpet and
in any case, this was not a claw-sharpening kind of sound.

I got up and there was Rudi laying on the floor facing the
wall. “Are you OK little boy,” | said. He stood but staggered
unsteadily then collapsed on the floor. | lay my hand lightly
on his back and he let out two deep, low moans — then
stopped breathing. | waited for quite a while trying to see
if I could detect any sign of breathing, but there was none.
He had died.

He was an old boy, nearly 17, and had been slowly
deteriorating over the past few months. Breathing heavily,
more difficulty walking despite the pain med | gave him
every morning and evening. He slept a lot, moving from one
favorite place to the next for long naps. Still eating, but less
then he used to. Letting go. | knew it. | knew he was near
the end, but he was still always waiting at the door when we
got home.

Many years ago as | was getting ready to leave the office, the last one still there, |
heard a loud plaintive meowing outside my rear office door. It opened onto a kind of
wild storage area behind the building. | went out and tried to find where the sound was
coming from but couldn’t find the kitten. There were feral cats that lived back there. |
figured the mother would find her baby. | left for the night.

Bill Barksdale

Columnist

The next morning | was the first one in, and | still heard that loud distressful calling out
of a lost kitten. | went out again looking. The only place | hadn’t looked the night before
was in a big pile of old signs stacked up randomly. | slowly, carefully unstacked the signs
one by one. There at the bottom was a tiny kitten. How he got there | will never know.

[ picked him up and brought him inside, setting him carefully on my jacket on the deck.
| called Frank Grasse, our vet and asked if | could bring this kitten in. “Come right over,”
Frank said. He was the kindest of men and an old friend who had cared for many dogs
and a couple of cats for us over the years.

Frank examined this tiny, little kitten then said, “This cat is only 8 days old.” Without
even asking me, he handed me a little doll-sized baby bottle and a couple of cans of
baby formula, then told me, “You have a new family member.” | called Joe, and he came
to the office and cupped the kitten in his hands to warm him. We filled the bottle and Joe
held it to the tiny mouth that eagerly sucked on the nipple, happy and content.

When we brought him home our dog, Sophie, who had never had pups, immediately
began to groom him. | had filled a box with kitty litter and set him in it. He immediately
knew what to do. What he didn’t know was how to clean himself after pooping. If a dog
can have a disgusted look on her face, Sophie had it. She carefully cleaned his little
butt, and was his mommy from then on. We fed him, but Sophie watched after him. We
named him Rudi.

Joe was still teaching at the time and brought Rudi to school with him each day, in
the box he lived in to keep him from wandering off. Joe’s students delighted in holding
this little guy and feeding him with the tiny bottle of formula. They were learning how to
care for a baby. Learning how to care for a “pet.” These kids really grew to love Rudi.

As he grew he did all the cute kitten stuff. Jumping straight up in the air when | yanked
a ball of yarn on a string. Hiding under the tarp covering the wood pile with his tail
sticking out. Bringing lizards into the house then letting them go. Lizards would pop up
in the strangest places. | would catch them and let them go well away from the house.

One day a big stray black cat began turning up near the house. Sophie would chase
it away. | would catch a glimpse of it, but figured it would find its way home, but after a
few weeks it was clear this cat didn’t have a home to go back to.

One day when Sophie wasn’t around | called to it, and it came right up to me. Although
he seemed quite large — it was a male — | picked him up and he was skin and bones, and
\fur. | made a home for him in our large fenced garden that Sophie couldn’t get into.
> | would bring him food and water every day. There was plenty of shade from the
tall tomato plants, peppers and rhubarb. We named him “Big.”

One day | came out to feed Big and there, neatly laid across his bowl
was a dead rat. Not partly eaten or torn up. | realized it was a thank
you gift for me. | was so touched that | almost cried. He wanted to let
me know how much he appreciated that | had given him a home. Yes,
humans are not the only animals with feelings - like gratitude. Eventually,
as winter came on, we moved Big into the house. He and Sophie came
to a truce and eventually became friends.

After some years the country place became too much for us to
take care of, and we all moved into town - Sophie, Big, Rudi, Joe
and me. They had a big yard of their own. Eventually Big died, then our
beloved Sophie. Rudi was the last to go, just a few days ago. The first time in
well over four decades that we don’t have a “little one” in the house.

I'm so grateful that Rudi died quickly and at home. “That's how | want to
go,” I said. Of course, none of us knows when or how our inevitable death will
come — just that it will someday, thank goodness. Can’timagine living on and on.
Getting used to death is one gift our pets give us. They teach us that life, at least
physical life, comes to an end. A lesson I've been taught over and over again.

We grieve, but for me, I'm grateful for their friendship. My dogs and cats
have always been family. Over the years beloved friends and family have
died. How we grieve differs for each of us but ultimately, hopefully, we learn to
be grateful along with missing those that have gone on before us.

Tara Moratti, Realtor®
Broker-Owner CalDRE #01420657
100 SOUTH STREET, WILLITS, CA
m: 707-367-0389
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Investor
opportunities

(707) 462-8622

Hard MMoney
Loans

(707) 459-2330

Independently
Owned & Operated
CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490

additional guest bedrooms and guest bath. All appliances included, plus
the bonus of having central heat and air, as well as a Fireplace. Two car
garage for all your vehicle/storage needs as well as an RV off street
parking spot. The large covered back deck and oversized lot is perfect
for soaking up the spring weather! $585,000

Specializing in Mendocino County Real Estate
www.LiviInMendo.com e livinmendo@gmail.com
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107-459-5859

redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

Pretty much every day | think of loved ones that have moved on with life’s journey.
Each person, each dog and cat. Life is a kind of stream that flows. Sometimes
smooth, sometimes rough. The death of someone we love is one of life’s most difficult
experiences. lllness and disability are certainly part of that journey too. Life is not always
kind, nonetheless that's part of it all.

We laid Rudi’s body in front of the fireplace, one of his favorite wintertime spots, as he
let go — does some sort of spirt leave the body slowly as some believe? | don’t know. It
just made us feel better to let him be there for a while. It’s difficult to let go of the ones
we love sometimes, usually. Inevitable but not easy. Goodbye little boy, and thank you.

Bill Barksdale was inducted into the 2016 Realtor® Hall of Fame, and served as Chair
of the County of Mendocino Assessment Appeals Board settling property tax disputes
between the County Assessor & citizens and businesses. Read more of Bill's columns
on his blog at www.bbarksdale.com.
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SERVING INLAND MENDOCINO FOR 40 YEARS
NEW LOCATION: 100 South Street, Willits = (707) 459-5389

| 989 manufactured home on
foundation with detached 2-car
garage on a large lot! |680sqft
with 3 beds & 2 baths, featur-
ing an open lving space and
separate laundry room, vaulted
ceilings, dual pane windows,
central heating, carpet and viny| [JEEaS
flooring. .
PRESENTED AT: $315,000

Charming | bedroom | bath-
Bl room home on over 9+/- acres
Bl tucked on the SE. foothills
above the Willits valley. This
826 SgFt home was built in
1981 and resides close to town
SN with that cozy country feel,
PRESENTED AT: $325,000

bed, 3 bath, 2-story home on

2+/- acres . Features arched
doorways, hardwood flooring, a
& wood burning fire place, a light-
filled dining room, kitchen with
=8 |arge island and custom pine
cabinetry, laundry/utility room
and storage shed.
PRESENTED AT: $623,000

Well established business with
great customer base. Five spray
bays and one soft touch, drive-
hrough automatic. Covered
vacuum area with six vacuums,
§ one upholstery and carpet

¢ = cleaner, and nine air freshener/
S cleaning products vending
B machines.
PRESENTED AT: $1,400,000

Nestled on the south end of
the Willits Valley sits this .62
acre level lot with a beautifully
maintained manufactured
home. Fully fenced yard with a
large detached shop/garage,
plenty of room to garden, and
an in-ground pool.
PRESENTED AT: $350,000

Two homes with a total square
footage of 2200+ and land
totaling 7+ acres.

2 bed, 2.5 bath home.
Remodeled kitchen, updated
bathrooms. One bedroom
granny unit. 2 wells, approved
septic plans, and is within a
PG&E service drop.
PRESENTED AT: $685,000

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
DRE#QI712217
707-484-6489

rexanne@getmendohomes.com

N

Lee F. Persico
DRE#00446837
707-489-0332
ColdWellBanker'Willits@gmail com

Tara Moratti
DRE#01420657
707-367-0389

lvinmendo@gmail.com

4 i
Dara Johnson
DRE#02062954
707-513-7825
daradrealty@grail.com

Audrey Low
DRE#02074437

707-972-0524

norcalhomes@yahoo.com

g » J &
Randa Craighead
CREHOI97 1901
707-841-7778
randa.craighead@coldwellbankercom

Alicia Kepple
DRE#02 108446
707-272-7782

aliciamendorealty@gmail.com

Kelsi Ryan
DREHO1932829
707-621-1818

kelsiryanreattor@gmail.com

Karena Jolley
DRE#O 1482063
707-354-2999

karena.jolley@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.

MENDOCINOCOUNTYPROPERTIES.COM * COLDWELLBANKER.COM

iiG‘ﬁs & DleSeI
¥ Pay at the Pummp

7am - 10pm
459-4854

1799 So. Main St.
P.0. Box 428

‘Family owned since 1983"
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Caszresh

[s a food assistance program.
You can be on Social Security,
have money in the bank,
own cars and still receive

CalFresh benefits.

Call the Senior Center
to schedule an appointment
to see if you qualify.

707-459-6826

SERVING THE COMMUNITY

— SINCE 1974—

GEOSCIENCES * PLANNING « SURVEYING
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
CIVIL ENGINEERING

335 SOUTH MAIN STREET, WILLITS, CA 95490
SHN-ENGR.COM (707) 459-4518

home on foundation Wmary bedroom &
bathroom on one side & away from the 2 other
bedrooms. Featuring an open living space and
separate laundry room, vaulted ceilings, dual

pane windows, central heating, carpet and
vinyl flooring. There is a covered patio area
between the house and garage for added i
outdoor living space, and a carport alongside fs#
the garage for additional parking. -

Gé:
COLDWELL BANKER
MENDO REALTY

Karena
Jolley

License #01482063 License #01932829

707-354-2999 707-621-1818

mendorealestate@gmail.com * MendoHomes.com

Kelsi
’ Ryan

PREMIUM ROOFING SERVICES

FOR THE DISCERNING PROPERTY OWNER

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING & SEAMLESS GUTTERS
CA LIC # 806498

—— WWW.DUNLAPROOFING.COM —

__UKIAH 707.462.ROOF _
COAST 707.964.ROOF (7667%)

EQC@AST*HARDWAREG!

g ,WILLITS’ MOST GENERAL STORE. P

Computer Cables

PC Gaming Sets
Phone Chargers
CB Radios C)
CB Hardware -
Smart Plugs
Home Security

ROKU Streamers

| Jnuel/e

m DISCWER

[vea ][ @0 ]

START RIGHT. START HERE"

101 E. BARBARA LN, WILLITS, CA
(707)459-2201 « OPEN DAILY 9A - 6P
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Policyholders.

TIP OF THE MONTH

Is your ear insurance due for a tune up?

Why pay for comprehensive coverage on your car? To
save money, many people drop both comprehensive and
collision coverage as their cars age. However, ask anyone
whose car has been damaged or totaled in severe weather:
If your auto policy includes comprehensive coverage,
insurance kicks in. If not, it doesn't.

While you're checking your current policy to confirm
whether or not you have comprehensive coverage,
consider tuning up the rest of your protection.

Remember — UP doesn't sell insurance, so if we suggest
that you consider increasing your bodily injury and property
damage limits, you can trust that it's for your own good —
not ours.

In 1974 a Ford Mustang cost $2,900. That was the year
California first required drivers to have a minimum level
of insurance to cover accidents where people get hurt or
killed. The original minimum limits were $15,000 for one
injury or death; $30,000 for multiple injuries or deaths; and
$5,000 for property damage (15/30/5). Back then, $5,000
was enough to cover the cost of repairing or replacing your
brand-new car ... not these days. And medical and lawsuit
costs .. fuhgeddaboudlt

Roxanne Lemos-Neese |
REALTOR®, GRI [§

Cell: 707.484.6489 [
Office: 707.459.5389 &

www.getmendohomes.com

Cal BRE #01712217 [
COLDWELL BANKER
MENDOQ REALTY

After many years of contentious debate and hard work
by the Consumer Attorneys of California and other injury
victim advocates, California has finally raised those
mandatory limits to 20/40/10 (effective by 2025). Kansas,
Indiana, Connecticut, Nevada and Delaware also raised
their minimum limits in recent years.

If you or an insured family member are in an accident
that results in injuries and/or property damage above your
insurance limits, you may be responsible for paying the
difference out of your own pocket. If an under- or uninsured
driver is wholly or partially responsible for the accident,
you'll want protection for that scenario as well.

If you have assets to protect and can afford it, you
definitely want higher than the minimum liability limits, AND
adequate uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage.

For more on auto insurance, visit our buying tips library
at https://uphelp.org/buying-tips/.

United Policyholders is a non-profit 501(c)(3) whose
mission is to be a trustworthy and useful information
resource and a respected voice for consumers of all types
of insurance in all 50 states. To learn more, visit www,
uphelp.org.

SALVADOR MADRIGAL
REALTOR®
DRE# 01139481
CELL: 707.354.1950
OFFICE: 707.459.6175

madrigalsal@comecast.net

WILLITS WEEKLY IS

PROUD TO CONTINUE THE

REAL ESTATE

SECTION #

IN LOCAL PRINT MEDIA

GET YOUR OFFICE, AGENTS AND
LISTINGS INCLUDED IN OUR NEXT EDITION

3.25"” wide x 2" tall

Ads

color display ad.:
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