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County

cannabis
program
struggling

IForrest Glyer

Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The monthly Mendocino
Cannabis Department
update was presented at
the General Government
Committee meeting on
February 27, with the latest
details and numbers on
application processing,
staffing and grant
programs.

The troubles of the
county cannabis program
to process applicants since
it began in 2017 have been
well-documented.  Some
of the latest challenges
include a July 1 state
deadline approaching which
will raise the environmental
requirements for renewing
provisional licenses, a
funding gap of around
$500,000 in the county
cannabis department this
fiscal year, debates over
grant money spending,
more than 800 applicants
still vying to get state
annual licenses, and
continuing  criticism  from
the cannabis community
about the slow pace and
difficulties of navigating the
local program.

With all this as a
backdrop, at the February
27 meeting MCD Director
Kristin Nevedal laid out

Read more of I
Struggling
Over on Page 11

Spyrock Road
rescue

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

A woman stuck in her
car up Spyrock Road in
Laytonville for three chilly
nights was rescued Monday
afternoon by the Mendocino
County Sheriffs  Office,
with the assistance of
Mendocino County Search
& Rescue and Mendocino
County  Department  of
Transportation.

The Laytonville woman
tried to drive up Spyrock late
Friday night to check on her
mother, with blankets, food
and water in her car. Where
she got stuck, reportedly 8
to 10 miles out, she had no
cell service, but she walked
on Sunday to find a signal
to call for help.

She was reportedly
accompanied by  her
daughter, and her

daughter’s boyfriend who
had left the snowbound car
and walked back down the
road to a vacant house.

Public Information Officer
for the Mendocino County
Sheriffs ~ Office  Captain
Greg Van Patten told ABC7
News that rescue efforts had
started Sunday afternoon
‘with what equipment we
had available to us,” but
those initial efforts were
“‘unsuccessful due to the
amount of snow in this
area.”

Read the rest of
Rescue

Over on Page 4

" WUILRIIY

'Up055|ble D bis

Online & Print actlwtles
Wll llts \%E!\!!fllf:shagertesﬁzns = _(' (
~0\WeeklIy

A Nostalgic & Modern Record of Community and Life in Willits

alS O o
wW

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Photos by Maureen Jennison ‘ N O , I

L £T¢
HTONE O
Nned : 0

contnbutom O° n

business contact

| Recipes vete ns

b arfitor 7
= Lithe €]

20

Moly

OK, Mother Nature —
Willits is all set with

snowfall for now,

thanks! Let’s check
in again sometime in

November, OK?

Above: The first few daffodils were not
expecting a snowfall, but their arrival

" reminds us that spring is still coming. At
left: Black Bart Rock was topped with white
Monday morning after more recent snowfall
on the Willits grade and Ridgewood Summit.

What a difference 24 hours makes: Above: the last south-bound turn before reaching the summit of Ridgewood Grade Monday

morning, and the same corner, below, Tuesday morning with much less snow - and blue sky!
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Brooktrails
board honors

Tony Orth

I Barbara O'Reardon

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Despite an earlier dire
storm  surge  warning,
the Brooktrails Township
Board met at the regularly
scheduled time for their
February 28 meeting at the
Community Center, with
most of the board members
physically present. Director
Tina Tyler-O’'Shea, Counsel
Chris  Neary, and this
reporter attended virtually,
via zoom.

President Rick Williams
arrived shortly after the
meeting had begun with
Vice-President Tyler-
O'Shea  guiding  the
proceedings until he was in
place.

First on the agenda, with
Director Ed Horrick doing
the honors, was a special
presentation of a plaque
and  proclamation  for
former longtime Brooktrails
board member Tony Orth
in recognition of his five
decades of outstanding
service to the Brooktrails
community.

The text of the plaque
says: “This plaque to
commemorate a five-
decade span of tireless
commitment to  public
service, the Board and Staff
of Brooktrails Township
Community Service District
present with appreciation

Read more of

OrthI
Over on Page 10

Laytonville
locals shelter
stranded

motorists

By Jayma Shields
Spence, for The Observer

Editor's Note: Thanks to
Jayma Shields Spence for
sharing her amazing story
from the March 2, 2023
edition of The Mendocino
County  Observer  with
Willits Weekly readers —
originally titled “We Ran
An Emergency Shelter By
Ourselves & All We Got
Was This Lousy Pile of
Laundry.”

On Thursday, February
23, my husband, Rolo, our
dog Chiquita and myself
had just arrived home
from Ukiah around 6 pm
as the great Northern CA
Snow Storm began. The
drive from the bottom
of Ridgewood Grade to
Laytonville was sketchy, but
thanks to hanging behind a
driver making tracks and
my heavy hybrid SUV, we
managed to make it home
safely.

At about 6:15 pm, | saw
Sue Carberry, Laytonville
Fire Department's retired
Chief, was calling my
cell phone. No offense to
Sue, but when she calls,
it's typically not with good
news. | picked up, Sue
informed me that Highway
101 was closed in both
directions and motorists

Read more of I

Shelter

Over on Page 5



What do
YOU think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters
from our readers

Grateful for Howard Hospital
To the Editor:

Last week | had the unfortunate experience of slipping in
the snow and breaking my leg. It was severe enough that |
needed immediate surgery.

The experience reminded me of how lucky we are to have
a modern facility and staff like Howard Hospital as well as
health care professionals like Dr. Katsuura in a community
this size. They did a wonderful job of taking care of me
right here at home. The surgery went very well and I'm on
the mend.

Thanks to the Howard Foundation and community
members who have supported the Foundation over the
years to make this possible.

John Sherman, Willits

Thanks to former Chief Blaylock
To the Editor:

| would personally like to thank Alexis Blaylock, the former
chief of police of Willits, for her recent contribution to
Nuestra Alianza. Her act of recognition by generosity is a
valuable contribution to a valuable local organization.

You, too, can make a donation to this valuable organization.
Send a check to: Nuestra Alianza, 291 School St. #1,
Willits, CA 95490.

In spite of her experience with the police department,
which | think was based on racism and sexism, she was
able to see something good about Willits. This is admirable
behavior on her part, when someone else in the same
position might have been bitter and angry.

| did not meet her when she was in office, but participated
in @ Zoom meeting with her. She was a consummate
professional and also personable. | am disappointed that
we will not benefit from the experience of having her as our
chief of police.

Nancy Simpson, Willits

THIRD DISTRICT
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

March 2023 update

By Supervisor John Haschak

Snow storms have brought many problems to the
County. People being stranded at home or on the
road, downed trees and power lines, communication
systems not working properly. | have been in constant
communication with Sheriff Kendall and CEO Antle about
different situations in the inland parts of the County.

Since it has been very difficult for responses to the
many calls, please don’t wait until the last minute to call
for help in any emergency situation especially when it is
widespread. Call me if you are in need and think that |
can help.

It appears that the County budget for 2021-2022 which
ended on June 30 of 22 has not yet been finalized. The
Executive Office and the Auditor are about a million dollars
apart in their figures. With only months away from a new
budget year, this uncertainty is unacceptable. | would like
to return to the days before the Auditor/Controller and
Treasurer/Tax Collector positions were consolidated. This
isn’t working as is.

Cannabis continues to be problematic. The standalone
departmentis now running a budget deficit of up to a million
dollars. This was only brought to light by the Executive
Office. With permits not being processed, cultivators stuck
in limbo, and the department asking for more money, it is
past time to admit that the status quo is not working.

| appreciate Mendocino Cannabis Alliance’s letter to the
state and our representatives asking for intervention. All
ideas are welcome.

The Museum is holding a series of survey sessions to
see how best to connect the community/county with the
Museum and the Museum with the community/county.
The Museum received a $500,000 donation from the
Bittenbender family. What an opportunity for the Museum!

The Willits Library will have solar panels and battery
backup installed. This will provide renewable energy
throughout the year and especially when power is out. The
Laytonville library will open in the near future.

There will be another “Talk with your Supervisor” on
Thursday, March 9 at 10 am at Brickhouse Coffee in Willits.

Please reach out to me at haschakj@mendocinocounty.
org or 707-972-4214.

Senior Center menu

for the week

Willits Senior Center is serving lunch in its
indoor dining room, and continues to serve
drive-through and walk-up lunches, too. Lunch
is available Monday through Friday, from 12 to
12:45 pm, inside and outside the Senior Center,
1501 Baechtel Road. Price is $7.

Thursday, March 9: Garlic Shrimp w/White
Wine Sauce, Veggie, Garlic Bread

Friday, March 10: Chicken Breast w/Hollandaise
Sauce, Veggie, Roll

Monday, March 13: Western Chicken Sandwich,
Cole Slaw

Tuesday, March 14: Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce,
Veggie, Garlic Bread

Wednesday, March 15: Chicken Fajitas, Rice &
Beans

Thursday, March 16; Tuna Salad Sandwich,
Macaroni Salad, Pickle

Friday, March 17: Corned Beef and Cabbage for
St. Patrick’s Day

Activities: Bingo every Friday night, 5 to 7 pm.
Exercise class every weekday morning from 9 to
10 am.

Pancake Breakfast: every second Sunday, 8
to 11 am; March pancake breakfast is set for
Sunday, March 12. Menu choices: 1. Pancakes
with eggs cooked the way you like them, and
choice of sausage or bacon. 2. Biscuits & Gravy
with eggs cooked the way you like them. $8; $7
Senior Center members; $6 children under 8.
Extra meat sides: 3 slices bacon, $2; 3 sausage
links, $2.

Meals on Wheels: The Senior Center Meals on
Wheels program delivers lunch Monday through
Friday. To sign up call Deb at 459-6826, who can
help fill out the application form. Call 459-6826
the day before needed to schedule home meal
delivery. Delivered throughout Willits.

Transportation for seniors: Call 459-5556 to
schedule. Pick up and drop off for grocery
shopping, banking, doctors’ appointments.
Senior Center Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need of volunteers to
help with the many activities here at the center,

PG&E: Expect lower gas bills in March

Submitted by PG&E

Oakland - After three months of higher-than-normal
natural gas market prices driving up energy bills, Pacific
Gas and Electric Company customers can expect, on
average, a 75% decline in their March natural gas bills.

The decrease is due in part to PG&E distributing the
state’s April Climate Credit one month earlier than in
previous years. Even without the Climate Credit, March
natural gas bills, on average, would decrease 40% because
of a significant drop in the market prices PG&E pays to buy
natural gas to serve its customers, and customers using
less gas as colder temperatures moderate.

The estimated decrease, which is for natural gas usage
in March, is based on customers using 38 therms (a unit
of energy) compared to 50 therms in February. Depending
on billing cycle, customers may not receive statements for
March usage until April.

PG&E does not control market prices, nor does it mark
up the cost of gas and electricity that it purchases on behalf
of its customers.

“We supported the California Public  Utilities
Commission’s decision to distribute the statewide Climate
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Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits,
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although
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Credit earlier than previous years, and we're grateful to
pass on that savings to our customers. Even with this bill
credit, we know that after three months of sustained high
natural gas prices, some customers may have difficulty
paying their bills, and we're here to help with individualized
customer support, including payment plans,” said Vincent
Davis, PG&E vice president, Customer Operations and
Enablement.

The average residential non-CARE customer bill for
natural gas service in March is projected to be about
$37, which includes the gas Climate Credit of $52.78. In
February, the average residential non-CARE customer bill
was about $150. “CARE” is PG&E’s discount program;
participants qualify through income guidelines or if enrolled
in certain public assistance programs.

Natural gas prices also affect the cost of electricity since
many power plants use natural gas to generate electricity.
Customers can expect, on average, a 37% decrease in
March electric bills. The average residential non-CARE
customer bill for electric service in March is projected to
be about $91, which includes the Climate Credit of $38.39.
That's compared to $145 in February.

PG&E efforts save customers money

In late January, California average daily prices for natural
gas were five times higher than the U.S. benchmark,
according to the United States Energy Information
Administration.

The higher market prices between November
and January were driven by market forces including
increased natural gas demand due to colder than normal
temperatures; increased demand for gas-fired electric
generation due to less hydroelectric generation and fewer
electric imports; lower Pacific regional natural gas storage
inventory; and natural gas pipeline delivery constraints.

PG&E customer bills could have been even higher
during this time. PG&E’s team that purchases natural gas
on behalf of its customers was able to save customers well
over $1 billion through a series of measures. Among these
actions: maintaining a diversified natural gas portfolio that
includes interstate pipeline access to three natural gas
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including volunteer Meals on Wheels drivers.
“Volunteers are one-third of our workforce,
which allows us to offer many services to our
members and community.” To learn more about
volunteering: 459-6826

supply basins, using natural gas storage, which was full at
the beginning of the winter, and using financial hedging to
protect against rising winter prices.

In February, market wholesale prices were well below
the January average. Customer natural gas rates for the
month are generally set based on wholesale prices at the
end of the previous month.

Help with paying bills

While March bills are expected to drop, some customers
still may have difficulty paying bills from the sustained
higher prices this winter. PG&E offers individualized
solutions and other ways to save:

+ Customers who need more time to pay can extend their
due date or make a payment arrangement through their
online account at www.pge.com

* PG&E offers many financial assistance programs that
can help customers lower their monthly bills. To learn more,
visit https://m.pge.com/#ap.

*Inadditiontothe statewide Climate Credit, approximately
300,000 customers who experienced financial hardships
during the pandemic also received a one-time automatic
bill credit under the California Arrearage Payment Program.

+ Customers who participated in the Power Saver

Rewards Program last year and reduced energy use on
event days may receive a bill credit on their February or
March energy statement, depending on billing cycle. The
program is providing over $55 million in bill credits to
participating PG&E customers. Over the 10 event days
in 2022, the average customer bill credit for participating
customers was $35.
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E
Corporation (NYSE:PCG), is a combined natural gas and
electric utility serving more than 16 million people across
70,000 square miles in Northern and Central California.
For more information, visit www.pge.com and www.pge.
com/about/newsroom/.
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Above, from left: Roses, donated by Flowers by Annette, add color to the dinner bags including these dinners, purchased by Mike Garnty, wh:ch were given to h:s tenants. Emandal - A Farm on a River
donated all of the homemade bread. Caesar salads are boxed and ready for distribution. Below, left: After a long, early morning of preparation, many members of the crew get to relax around the fire. Below,

right: Jenn Drew delivers a dlnner to Beda Garman

Sunshlne for WEF Dinner

Weather clears just long enough for Willits Educational Foundation
tri tip fundraiser to be a success

The intrepid tri tip crew began their day early, in
the snowy, blustery cold morning, preparing the 200
family dinners, which were to be picked up by drive-thru
customers between 4 and 6 pm on
Friday, February 24.

Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

IMathew Caine

Not prone to complaining, the
crew got to work setting up the grill
(donated on loan from Granite Construction), the bean
pot (from Schmidbauer Ranch), arranging the roses from
Flowers by Annette, the homemade sourdough bread from
Emandal — A Farm on a River, and cookies by Kathleen
Lewis.

“We’re go-for-the-gusto kind of people,” said Jenn Drew,
of 101 Trailer and RV Supply. “It was snowing up until
about noon,” added Jack Drew. However, the sun decided
to come out and warm up the town by the time the drive-
thru began.

The Drive Thru Tri Tip Dinner is a project of the Willits
Educational Foundation. Jenn Drew organized the efforts,
as she has for several years, offering logistics and support
to the crew, consisting of Stan Cooley, Tim King, Jack Drew,
John Stone, Taylor Drew, Tanner Drew, Kevin Kvasknicka,
Creighton Cooley, and others whose volunteer efforts were
greatly appreciated.

Each dinner for four consisted of a whole tri tip, Caesar
salad, bread, beans, cookies, and a beautiful rose as the
crowning touch, adding an aesthetic nuance to the basic
sack dinner.

Jenn Drew explained the event and the work of the
organization: “The funds from this dinner will go out to
teachers within the next month. So the teachers are going
to see the money pretty quickly.

“It goes directly to the teachers who apply for a mini-
grant. We look over them and grant their wishes for
whatever they're needing for the classroom, like art
projects or something else special they are doing in the
classroom. The funds go directly to the teachers to pay for

their projects. The funds go to all of Willits Unified School
District schools. We don't discriminate. The foundation
supports all of the schools,” said Drew.

According to their Facebook page, “The Willits
Educational Foundation works to raise funds that
supplement and help to sustain educational programs,
extracurricular activities, and programs offered to Willits
Unified School District students. Our efforts go directly to
schools.”

As the diners began to arrive, a bit prior to the stated
start time of 4 pm, the cooking part of the crew could be
seen taking it easy around a warming fire, occasionally
getting up to help wrap the tri tips or ladle out some beans
into paper cups, as Drew and three sisters, Hannah,
Madison and Gracie Bouthillier, continuously filled bags
and delivered them to the motorists.

Some of the more generous bought several bags to
give to friends. Allisha Rigano of Summit Signal bought
extra bags for their employees. Mike Garrity purchased 20
dinners to gift his tenants who came and picked them up at
the Willits High School Agriculture Farm behind the school.

Even non-meat-eaters bought dinners for their children
and friends. “It's our first time buying a tri tip dinner,”
explained Jackie Cobbs. “Kale’s mom, Mara Welker,
bought it for us. She doesn’t eat meat but she wanted to
donate to the schools.”

Shortly after the 4 pm start time, the line of cars began to
grow, with people who were able to dig their cars out of their
driveways to bring home a hearty meal to their, hopefully,
warm houses, where they could avoid the weather, sit with
family and friends, and enjoy food together.

As all 200 dinners were sold, at $60 each, the gross from
the event netted $12,000 minus whatever expenses the
organization may have incurred in preparation for the sale.

To learn more about the Willits Educational Foundation,
visit their Facebook page.
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At left: The tri tips,
cooked ahead of time,
. are kept warm in

" insulated containers.

Below, left: Tim

King ladles beans
from a huge pot into
containers to include
in the package. Below,
right: The Bouthillier
sisters, Hannah,

" Madison and Gracie,
who helped fill the
dinners, take a break
with Taylor Drew.

At bottom: Gerry
Gonzalez and his furry
friend pick up their tri
tip dinner.

Photos by Mathew Caine

MARCH MADNESS SALE \5‘\\’21)' glapplications avallable
Are you Spring Cleaning? M

ofing/ vneed

Fa756

|n om

: 007
\s

0 Ilve com

& G.L. insured

Residential & Commercial

Serving areas of

B WILLITS

POWER & HARDWARE
HONDA - HUSQVARNA « STIHL « MQ - CARHARTT
Lawn & Garden Equipment = Generators
Sales, Parts & Service = Pick-up & Delivery

1600 S. Main St. Sales/Parts: 707 459-6420
Willits, CA 95490 Service: 707 459-0596
willitspower@gmail.com Fax: 707 459-6369

ROOFIN Gu

License #927007

Mendocino, Lake and
Sonoma Counties

rO7.459.57/93

Jxm Fuﬂn\?ﬂﬂnnﬂ

RANCH RAISED NATURAL BEEF

ﬁo "'Erwane;z/eas!’ure& in Wi?@i(?, Capi&r-\ia

Willits Weekly | March 9, 2023

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Pg. 3




Willits Weekly’s

Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

Level: Beginne

SUDOKU

Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric  clues  already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

SPRING SEASON WORD SEARCH

L Mm AHBLTIWDOTFFADS ST FIKTIKKH
S S BT Z P O0S KETIYIRIKT CIKTCUDBBY
S ETRRWBMTITITMWSUWHUDUDTIILG
E AMTISEULDUDU®PI KUPNSA AT CSHD
M S P B Y MDFBKNWOWHBY GY E C
Y 0o T E L 0 0L KL RIRAUUGTUTFY
H NN NS OP O ONW HTILUTEUZPTUNSC
G R MAALOWTULCOBS F S F INDTD
B R I KY BBEI RWHSUPETUDT CEUYTN
R R 0O E A K S R R Z DIRTYN Z B HAUDB A
T K KW E HY S Y IUUTWHUHUBAWUE S
M 6 G Y ODK CNECTTDA AGTR G D
K I B W Z M R G HH Z HBYRTT S E N
N S EHRTIDT ZHOBETFETEMZPUPRK
F R KOTU CNUGTEYTGEI RS O0AIKHTD
S NB B Y I WOC2ZDI RN FIRAUWR RUDO
F I P L CUNWLYAULNNU BTGTCT FCH
N T OAAEI KK KTIUY UWOHWWHOUH
G T YMTIMUNUZPAUTCRAPIBNT GCR RTEC
K H WS D IBCUPSCUTFNZGGWZC
BIRTH DAFFODIL MARCH
BLOOM EGGS NEST
BREEZE FLOWERS PUDDLES
BULBS GREEN RAIN
BUNNY GROW ROBIN
BUTTERFLY HATCH SEASON
CHICK HYACINTH SHOWERS
CROCUS LAMB SPRING
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 |11 12

CLUES ACROSS

1. Half-conscious states

8. Unnatural
13. Deep regret
14. Rogue

15. Taken without permission

19. An alternative
20. After B

21. Partner to flowed

22. Weekday
23. Body part

24. World's longest river

25. One of the Greats

26. Make clean

30. C. Canada indigenous

peoples
31. Japanese seapo
32. Most unclothed

rt

33. Small grouper fish
34. Soluble ribonucleic acid

35. Distinguishing sound
38. French realist painter
39. Popular beer brand

40. Views

44. God depicted as a bull

45, Relieve

46. Residue after burning

47. Habitation
48. Poe’s middle name
49. Japanese title

50. TV series installation
(abbr.)

51. Beloved country singer
55. Single unit

57. Genuine

58. Develop

59. Traveled through
the snow

CLUES DOWN

1. Clues

2. Do again

3. Current unit

4. Neither

5. Corporate exec (abbr.)
6. Second sight

7. The absence of mental
stress

8. Supplemented with
difficulty

9. Stop for good

10. College dorm worker

11. Bones

12. Most supernatural

16. Spanish island

17. Unlimited

18. Where golfers begin

22. No charge

25. Print errors

27. Professional drivers

28. Kiss box set

29. Short, fine fibers

30. Administers punishment
32. Czech city

34. Normal or sound powers
of mind

35. The academic world
36. Crustacean
37. Currency

38. Pastoral people of
Tanzania or Kenya

40. Cloth spread over a coffin

41. Grouped together

42.On land

43. Glistened

45, A type of extension

48. One who assists

51. College sports conference

52. Zero

53. Midway between
northeast and east

54. Type of screen

56. The 13th letter of the
Greek alphabet

" Flying Flakes

Cattle-feeding assistance from National Guard

begins for tri-county area

KMUD News reported Wednesday afternoon that the California National Guard has just
deployed for “Operation Hay Drop” in Humboldt, Mendocino, and Trinity counties. The
CH-47F Chinook and UH-72 Lakota will help deliver hay to starving livestock across the
Emerald Triangle. Thanks to Gary Ford for sending this photo of feeding cows in the snow

up Sherwood Road.

WILLITS POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE LOG

February 13 to February 18
By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 71 incidents in this
6-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests

February 13

1:37 am: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of School Street and West
Mendocino Avenue and issued a warning.

4:22 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of Railroad Avenue and
Barbara Lane and issued a warning.

8:23 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
700 block of South Main Street and issued
awarning.

8:49 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of South Main Street and
West Highway 20 and issued a warning.

10:57 pm: MALLETT, Janet Kay (48)
of Laytonville was contacted near the
North Willits Bypass. She was arrested
on misdemeanor charges of driving with a
suspended license and failure to appear.

February 14

10:05 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1400 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

10:15 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 200 block of Margie Drive and issued
awarning.

February 15

2:43 am; Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

7:38 am: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 300 block of Mill Street.

11:35 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1300 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

11:25 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 800 block of South Main Street and
issued a citation.

the 100 block of Holly Street and issued a
warning.

9:27 am: Officers conducted a stop in the
21000 block of Baechtel Road and issued
a warning.

10:06 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 400 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

7:09 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block
of East Commercial Street and issued a
citation.

February 17

8:18 am: LANE, Christopher Francis (42)
of Lakeport was contacted in the 100 block
of North Main Street. He was arrested
pursuant to 422 PC (Criminal Threats) and
240 PC (Assault).

1:15 pm: SIMPSON, Gerald Crandall (53)
of Willits was contacted in the 200 block of
South Main Street. He was arrested on
felony charges of violation of parole.

5:34 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 800 block of South Main
Street.

9:17 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 200 block of Pine Street.

February 18

12:11 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1400 block of South
Main Street and issued a warning.

1:41 pm: MOHAN, Sanjay (48) of Ukiah
was contacted in the 400 block of South
Main Street. He was arrested pursuant to
273.6 PC (Violation of a Protective Order)
and 1203.2 PC (Violation of Probation).

3:36 pm: Officers initiated a burglary
investigation in the 200 block of Franklin
Avenue.

4:22 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity near the intersection
of South Main Street and West Highway
20.

9:40 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of Walker Road and South
Main Street and issued a citation.

February 16
8:41 am: Officers conducted a stop in
The rest of
RescueI From page 1

On Monday, equipment used included
a Mendocino County Department of
Transportation bulldozer, a Sheriff's Office
Snocat, and Mendocino County Search &
Rescue tracked UTV (utility terrain vehicle).

Sheriff Matt Kendall told KMUD News
Monday afternoon that MCSQO’s Lt. Cromer
used an app called SARtopo during
Monday’s rescue, and they could plot the
rescue mission on a map. SARtopo is
“‘a real-time loaded computerized map,”
Kendall said. With the app ‘we can see
exactly where the responders are. That's
really incredible for us, if one of those
breaks down.”

MCSO did have some trouble with the
Snocat on Monday. As per a Tuesday post
on Facebook, MCSO reported they were
back in the Spyrock Road area “performing
a rescue of the Sheriff's Office Snocat
which sustained a broken wheel on a front
track during yesterday’s rescue mission.”
There was still heavy snow, ice, and white-

out conditions in the area on Tuesday, but
the Snowcat was successfully retrieved.

Sheriff Kendall said MCSO was stil
getting calls for service from residents
worried about relatives and friends they
hadn't heard from. “People want folks
checked in on,” he said. Snowbound people
may be warm and safe at home, but without
phone and internet service, Kendall noted.

“If you live in these more rural areas like
where | live, if my generator runs out of fuel,
and the power is down, | don’t have internet,
so | don’t have any communication, absent
I've got one copper landline in there still —
just because of that.”

Follow  “Mendocino  Sheriff”  on
Facebook for updates, and photos and
videos. Here’s a link to a video showing
conditions on Spyrock Road on Monday:
www.facebook.com/MendocinoSheriff/
videos/672594537959056\
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were now stranded in Laytonville, and asked if | could open
up Harwood Hall to be an emergency shelter.

| made a deal with her — | would go down at 7 pm (I
needed to do some chores first), and | would hang out until
about 9 pm and by then, | would assume | would hear from
the County on officially activating our site as a shelter, or
the highway would re-open. | decided | was going to open
my office at Laytonville Healthy Start instead of Harwood
Hall, because | leave the heat on low during the night inside
my office and Harwood Hall is an icebox and is difficult to
heat in the winter.

Rolo and | arrived at Healthy Start by 7 pm, and there
were already a half-dozen cars out front. We unlocked all
the doors, turned on the lights, and welcomed people in.
As we were greeting guests, we set up extension cords
with power strips for phone charging, gave out the Wi-
Fi password, and began pulling out extra folding chairs.
While Rolo entertained our new guests, | went into the
kitchen and began making hot water for tea /cocoa /Cup
O Noodles, pulled snacks from our emergency food stash,
and began my duties as a hostess.

By 9 pm, the snow hadn’t stopped, the highway hadn’t
reopened, and more guests were arriving. Word had spread
that we had opened up. Our guests were attempting to get
back to Humboldt County. One family, a mother, her sister-
in-law and three teens, had just returned from a trip to San
Francisco and were heading back to Arcata. Another family
with a little girl mostly spoke Spanish, so we translated
through their teen daughter — they were from Eureka.

Others were couples and single people, destination
Humboldt County. One woman and her partner were on
their way back from Stanford hospital, where she had an
emergency heart procedure the day before and as she
disclosed: “l wanted to leave and be miserable at home,
but | should have stayed.” Her partner sheepishly admitted
he didn’t check weather/road conditions before they left.
The woman was grey and looked ill. This put my anxiety
level up a notch as now | wasn't just hosting a group of
strangers, | was officially hosting someone who had a
serious medical condition.

Our guests were anxious to know when the highway
would reopen and when would the snow stop. We did our
best to supply information as we knew it. | had to explain
over and over again, | wasn't technically a shelter, rather,
we had just opened our doors out of the kindness of our
hearts, and | was waiting to hear if the county would
declare us the emergency shelter site. | told our guests,
we're the designated shelter site for our community, and
the county has its emergency shelter trailer parked on our
property, but they have to “activate” us in order to use their
resources. People wanted to know throughout the night
“well, when is that happening?”

About eight years ago, our organization signed an
agreement with Mendocino County to be the emergency
shelter site for our community. As part of that agreement,
our staff had to undergo shelter management training from
the Red Cross. The idea was, in the event of an emergency,
we would be asked to open our doors, and operate the
shelter until our county or the Red Cross could send staff
to take over. Last year, we agreed to let the county park
the shelter trailer on our property, since it was previously
housed at the fire department.

The trailer is filled with all the basic supplies you would
need to operate a shelter — cots, blankets, coffee pots, etc.
and it made sense to have it on site. The trailer is also
locked, and | was told after | asked a member of OES
(Office of Emergency Services) how we would unlock it, he
said, “We send a staff person to unlock it,” | thought that
was weird, but to bureaucrats who have more rules than |
do, I guess that made sense to them.

By about 9 pm, three of us had made contact with
various members of the county to tell them about our
situation and asked for access to the trailer. My dad spoke
with the Sheriff, Sue spoke with a few members of OES,
and | spoke with two members of OES. We all made a
threat that we would use the “Master Key” (bolt cutters) to
gain access to the trailer if need be. We were asked “Why
did you open up?”

Easily over 100 people were stranded in Laytonville,
about 20 were currently inside my office, the highway was
closed due to a heavy snow storm with freezing temps
and no sign of stopping, but that wasn't considered an
emergency to county officials. We were told that “we will
continue to monitor the situation” and that the highway was
predicted to open up soon. The highway didn’t open up to
south-bound traffic until Friday afternoon and it wasn't until
Saturday afternoon that 101 finally opened up to north-
bound traffic.

By 10 pm it was obvious to me that no one was coming
to our rescue. That we weren’t being given permission to
access the emergency shelter trailer. So, we knew that it
was up to us to provide a warm and welcoming place for
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our new guests. | said to myself
— if the power goes out, we are
screwed. (It would go out, but
not until Friday morning around
9 am and come back on about
5 pm Friday)

Rolo called a buddy who
knew a guy who had a stash
of cots. Rolo and Taylor Norris,
a local health center employee ¢
with medical training, went 7
to pick them up. Taylor's Aphotg:j:ﬁf
presence with our heart patient RSV
made me feel better. Luckily, a
few weeks ago, Healthy Start
had received a donation of a
few sleeping bags, and a few
months prior to that, a donation of new fuzzy blankets. |
went home and picked up a few more blankets. Everyone
at that point received either a blanket or a sleeping bag,
and about six lucky people got to sleep on cots. Others
slept on the floor. We moved our couch inside the office —
a family of three slept together on that. The heart patient
and her partner slept on cots inside my spare office. | felt
she needed a more private room with a space heater to
relax and keep warm. A few more leaned back in our office
chairs.
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Throughout the night, more stranded travelers appeared.
We opted to open up the “Community Room” at the old
High School. About six people hung out there for a few
hours to warm up, charge their phones, and rest. By around
midnight, they had opted to sleep in their cars. One was a
patient being driven by a medical taxi.

At our “shelter,” | could see the stress on the faces of our
guests as they talked to loved ones over the phone and
explained the situation. No one had solid answers about
the highway or the weather or when they would return
home. At that point, people had come to terms they were
going to sleep next to strangers in a random office in a
town they didn’t know and make the best out of a terrible
situation.

Lucky for me, accessing resources and problem-solving
is my day job, so | felt comfortable enough to host our
guests overnight. It wasn’t the most ideal setting but we
made it work. We had lights, heat and Wi-Fi; | figured it
would only be for one night.

I ended up going into our pantry and seeing what | could
cook quickly for a large crowd. Spaghetti it was. | don’t
know, it just felt like serving your stressed-out guests some
comfort food was the best choice. It worked; they were
happy to have a hot meal. | could see some tension melt
away.

About 2 am, more guests had arrived, discovering we
were open as they didn't want to sleep in their car at
Chevron’s parking lot. Rolo went to retrieve a futon pad
from our upstairs room in our storage barn, he hurt his
back in the process. Sleeping on the floor the first night in
my office didn’t help his back either. We made sacrifices
that night to accommodate a group of about 25 strangers.
| didn’t know who these people were. | just hoped no one
was a murderer. | didn't sleep but a few hours | was so
stressed about the situation.

Early morning, | made coffee. | walked around quietly
setting it up. More people had arrived during the night and
were sleeping on our hard office floor with no blanket. One
man had opted to sleep inside Harwood Hall with a space
heater. A few more were parked outside with their cars
running. Our office cat Jax seemed to be the most content
of us all as he had 25 new friends and had a choice of
whose bed he could sleep on. | felt a sense of relief as the
sun came up, we had made it through the night.

As our new office guests started to awaken, | let them
know the latest updates | heard. Highway 101 was still
closed with no estimated time of reopening. We began
to see the updates from the north and the Confusion Hill
mess. We began to get a better sense of the damage the
storm had caused. But, still no official word from the County
as far as activating our site as a shelter.

About 9 am, as the power went out, | received a call from
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a county representative about the trailer. We were finally
being given permission to open it. | said it had a combo
lock, and | don’t know the combo. She didn't either. She
texted me a few minutes later with three options. None of
them worked. Finally, a fourth option was texted — “that is
the combo”; it didn’t work. Perhaps the lock was frozen, [l
never know as | didn’t ever get into the trailer. By that point,
we had gathered our resources and it didn’t matter to me- |
needed it open last night.

By mid-day Friday, we had received word the highway
had re-opened to south-bound traffic, but no one could
get north from Reynolds Highway outside of Willits. |
announced this, with some trepidation as | wasn't 100%
certain it was the case. But it turned out by the time about
a half-dozen guests opted to leave for Willits /Ukiah where
they could get a motel room, the highway was indeed open
for folks heading from Laytonville south.

A community member, Lisa “Rabbit” Sacks, called our
office and said “what can | do to help? Can | make soup?”
Lisa made a pot of veggie soup, and Anna Salmeron picked
it up on her way to town and delivered it. It warmed up our
guests to have another homecooked meal.

Since the power was still out, we hooked up our generator
(Thanks to a grant | wrote to the Community Foundation a
few years back. After | applied, one of their grant reviewers
called me and asked why | would request funding for a
generator if the county was supposed to supply resources
in the event we were activated. | replied, because | don't
believe in relying 100% on the county, and | can imagine
there will be times when they won't be able to get up here
and | will be left to run a shelter by myself. | obviously had
dusted off my crystal ball back when | wrote that grant ha-
ha).

Also on Friday, a gentleman fairly new to Laytonville
came by to check on things — he brought back a few
more cots and sleeping bags. Now, we had enough to
accommodate the remaining crew we had. We were ready
for Friday night.

Rolo pulled the night shift for me, this time he had a
cot to sleep on in my office. | went home, took care of
chores, made a quick dinner and hit the hay. | woke up
early Saturday morning to new snow; later the sun would
eventually come out, and after we all had coffee at our
“shelter,” plans were being made by the guests to “get out
of your hair.” | told the group, I'm not kicking anyone out,
but if you don’t mind hanging out in town for part of the day,
Rolo and | need a break. | also told the group | was hearing
from multiple reliable sources that 101 North would be
opened by Saturday afternoon. | further said to our guests
“If | were you — | would head into Laytonville, get gas, enjoy
a hot breakfast, and head to Leggett. When they open that
highway, you want to be first in line and get through there
as soon as possible!”

One family was hesitant as they explained through
a translator that they had been in an accident Thursday
night, punctured their tire and were running on a donut. |
told them their best option might be Willits since they had
more services than we did.

The guests helped us clean up and put our office
back to normal, they made piles of blankets for

Read the rest of
ShelterI Over on page 11
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MAKING WILLITS
A BETTER PLACE
TO LIVE, WORK,
AND PLAY

Serving the community since 1926

https://willits.org/

299 East Commercial Street
Willits, California 95490

Please feel free to visit our office for
brochures, maps and additional
information about the area

(707) 459-7910

Ongoing Events

at the Willits Library

Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
Info: www.mendolibrary.org

Story Time: Tuesday through Friday each week,
10:30 to 11 am. “Start your morning listening to a
story. Join us in the children’s area of the library.”

Penny University Coffee Klatch: Tuesdays, 11 am
to noon. “We will meet in the Willits Library meeting
room to discuss various topics while enjoying a cup
of joe.”

Open Source Design, Artistic Expression, and
Engineering Club: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3 to
4:30 pm. “Open to everyone with an interest in open
source and everyone who wants to develop their
creative and engineering skills.”

LEGO Club: Tuesdays, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. “It is LEGO
time at the library. Bring your imagination and start
building.”

Writer’s Block Group: Wednesdays, from 11 am
to noon. “Open to young-adult and adult writers to
share their ideas and writings in an environment of
supportive and creative suggestions and feedback.”
Hosted by Librarian Benjamin MacBean. Willits
Library meeting room.

Games at the Library: First and third Fridays of
the month (and fifth Friday, March 31, this month!),
4 to 5:30 pm. “Calling all board, card and tabletop
role-playing game players! All ages and player levels
welcome. Bring your own games to add to the fun!”

Spinning & Knitting: Every Saturday at the library
from 1 to 4:30 pm. “All skill levels welcome! Spinning
circle 1 to 2 pm, Knitting circle 2 to 4:30 pm.”

Thursday, March 9

“Talk with your Supervisor” forum
at Brickhouse Coffee: The monthly
open discussion with Third District
Supervisor John Haschak, on the
second Thursday of the month, from
10 to 11 am. “Bring your ideas and
solutions to making Mendocino
County a better place for all” —
S ol Supervisor Haschak. March 9, 10
to 11 am. Brickhouse Coffee, 3

South Main Street.

Willits Farmers Market: The weekly Farmers
Market at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School
Street. The freshest local produce, local meat,
farm fresh eggs, delicious meals, tasty treats,
live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and
more. Enjoy “Tobin’s Tales” story time from 3:30
to 4 pm. Thursday, March 9, 3 to 5:30 pm.

Katherine Cole at Shanachie: Americana duo
featuring “award-winning, hardworking and lucky
singer/songwriter” Katherine Cole, who formerly
performed as Country Kitty Rose. Thursday,
March 9 at 7 pm at Shanachie Pub. 50B South
Main Street.

Friday, March 10

WCA Art Talk: This month’s Willits Center for the
Arts “Art Talk” is set for Friday, March 10 at 6:30
pm. The subject is “Roman Architecture.” WCA,
71 East Commercial Street. Info: 707-459-1726
or www.willitscenterforthearts.org

Fox and Bones at

Shanachie: Scott
Gilmore and Sarah
Vitort of Fox and

Bones are energetic
offbeat folksters with
a retro pop-rock bent.
“A-grade songwriting

chops create
accessible, relatable,
and often heart-
rending folk-rock

music.” Friday, March 10 at 8 pm. Shanachie
Pub, 50B South Main Street.

Saturday, March 11

Willits Photography Club March Meeting:
“Join us for friendship, inspiration, sharing and
fun. Beginners to professionals are welcome to
join.” Every second Saturday at 10 am, Saturday
March 11 this month, at the Willits Center for the
Arts, 71 East Commercial Street (come to the
back door).

March Vendors Fair: Mendo Crafts presents
its monthly vendors fair plus Willits Kids Club
vendors on Saturday, March 11 at Imagination
Station, 11 North Marin Street. 11 am to 5 pm.

Poets Steve Hellman and Mike A’Dair at WCT:
Veteran poets Steve Hellman and Mike A'Dair of
Willits read their poetry and prose at the Starlight

Lounge series at the Willits Community Theatre
on Saturday, March 11 at 7 pm. A small donation
at the door will be appreciated, but no one will be
turned away for lack of funds. An open reading
will follow. WCT Playhouse, 37 West Van Lane.

Dellow at Shanachie: California based
songsmith Dellow, in the vein of Bob Dylan and
Tom Waits carries the tradition of wrapping the
naked truth in a blanket of melody and prose
uniquely familiar to the shared personhood of
human experience.” Saturday, March 11 at 8 pm.

Sunday, March 12

Spring Forward: Don't
forget to set your clocks
forward an hour Saturday

night! V

Senior  Center Pancake |
Breakfast: Sunday, March 12 §
from 8 to 11 am. Menu choices:
1. Pancakes with eggs cooked
the way you like them, and choice
of sausage or bacon. 2. Biscuits &
Gravy with eggs cooked the way you like them.
$8; $7 Senior Center members; $6 children
under 8. Extra meat sides: 3 slices bacon, $2; 3
sausage links, $2.

Mary Norbert Korte

Celebration: A celebration of

life for the late Willits resident

and celebrated poet Mary

Norbert Korte, plus and a book

debut of her: “Jumping into
the American River.” With
friends Dan Roberts, Linda
Noel, Bill Ray, Iris Cushing,
Jason Weiss, the Cosmic [
Family Band, and more. |
Sunday, March 12 from 2
to 6 pm, at the Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street.
Potluck: Bring a dish and
stories to share. Info: Chris
at 459-1099.

Moontricks at BACE: “While
touring for their newly released
album, ‘Currents," Moontricks
will stop off in Willits to play an intimate show at
BACE on Sunday, March 12, 7 to 11 pm. “Based
in the rustic Kootenay mountains of Western
Canada, Nathan Gurley and Sean Rodman of
nationally renowned electro-folk duo Moontricks
draw inspiration from the ongoing cycles of the
natural world.” BACE, 109 North Main Street.
Tickets at: www.eventbrite.com/e/moontricks-in-
willits-tickets-476841655227

Wednesday, March 15

W

Willits Stamp Club: Monthly meeting at the
Willits Library, Wednesday, March 15 from 5
to 6:30 pm. Bring your collection, and enjoy
an evening perusing stamps. Refreshments
provided. Willits Library, 390 East Commercial
Street, 707-459-5908.

What's Happening Around Town

County Museum Community Forum:
Help shape the future of your museum! The
Mendocino County Museum in Willits invites the
public to a Community Forum on Wednesday,
March 15 from 5 to 7 pm. Enjoy selections from
films made by Willits’ Dr. Babcock, who was
a “hobby filmmaker” as well as co-founder of
Howard Hospital, and refreshments, and share
your thoughts on the future direction of the
Museum. Drop-in attendance is welcome, but if
you plan to attend or will be sending members
from your organization, we would be delighted if
you RSVP. Info: visit www.mendocinocounty.org/

museum or contact the Museum at 707-459-

.-_‘ 2736 or museum@mendocinocounty.org

Thursday, March 16

Willits Farmers Market: The weekly
Farmers Market at the Little Lake Grange,
/' 291 School Street. The freshest local
"% produce, local meat, farm fresh eggs,
delicious meals, tasty treats, live music, the
new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. Enjoy
“Tobin’s Tales” story time from 3:30 to 4 pm.
Thursday, March 16, 3 to 5:30 pm.

‘Who’s Who in Local History’: a monthly
program at the Willits
Library, Thursday, March
16 this month, from 5:30
to 6:30 pm. “Denise, our
resident  historian  and
Library Assistant presents
a different character, or
characters, from our past
in Mendocino County and
examines what contributions
they have made in local
history.” Willits Library, 390
East Commercial Street,
707-459-5908.

‘Kiss the Ground’ at the
Grange: Now and Then
Film Series presents this
full-length documentary
shedding light on the global
movement of “Regenerative
Agriculture”  that  could
balance  our  climate,
replenish our vast water supplies, and feed the
world. Narrated by Woody Harrelson. Thursday,
March 16, 7 pm, at the Little Lake Grange,291
School Street. “Science experts and celebrity
activists unpack the ways in which the earth’s

sol may be te oo @
key to combating """HERe
climate change ~ March 16,2023

and preserving the
planet.” Info: https:/
kisstheground.com/
$5 admission supports
the community
programs of Little
Lake Grange. Serving
organic popcorn with
real butter.

CannaBIS AND TOURISM: MOVING THE ECONOMY FORWARD
Rescheduled to Friday March 17, 4-6 pm

For Community Safety and Due to Winter Storm Warning this event has been
rescheduled for Friday March 17, 4-6pm.

This program will be FREE to the public.

Join industry leaders, tourism experts, and community members
for a discussion of the role of cannabis in Mendocinoe County.

‘The Curious World of Seaweed’ exhibit
Grace Hudson Museum, through April 30

“The Curious World of Seaweed” at the Grace Hudson
Museum in Ukiah features the artwork and research of Josie
Iselin, photographer, author, and designer of “The Curious
World of Seaweed” book. “Iselin’s writing and art focusing
on seaweed, kelp, and sea otters puts her on the forefront of
ocean activism, presenting and working with scientists and
environmental groups to preserve the kelp forests of our Pacific
Coast.” Exhibit runs through April 30. Grace Hudson Museum,
431 South Main Street, Ukiah. Info: 707-467-2836 or visit www.
gracehudsonmuseum.org.

WCA's ‘High off the Land’

deadline extended to April 1

A Call to All Artists from the Willits Art Center: “Cannabis
has a long and colorful history in Mendocino County, and it
affects both residents and visitors in diverse ways. We are
asking artists to visually interpret their own experiences with
cannabis. How has it affected you or your environment? We
are looking for work in any visual medium, both two and three-

Friday, March 17
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Coldwell Banker Open House:
Coldwell Banker / Mendo Realty’s Willits

American Legion’s Corned Beef & Cabbage
Dinner: The American Legion Willits Post #174
hosts the Duane Brown Memorial St. Patrick’s
Day Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner. Saturday,
March 18, from 5to 7 pm at the Veterans Memorial

Building, 191 North Main Street,

office has moved to 100
South Street (across from EcowwELL BANKER

Willits Furniture). “We will
be hosting an Open House
at our new office on Friday,
March 17 from 12 noon until
4 pm. Please stop by and
say hello!”

Come

“Cannabis and Tourism:
Moving the Economy
Forward”:  Rescheduled
from March 4. Panel of
speakers on the topic and
how to help our economy
thrive, on Saturday. March
17. 1 to 3 pm, includes:
Jamie Peters-Connolly, Visit Mendo County; Nikki
Lastreto, craft cannabis; Traci Pellar, Mendocino
Producers Guild; Jude Thilman, medical
cannabis and wellness; Gary Martin Willits Art
Center; Third District Supervisor John Haschak;
and Richard Jergenson, cannabis historian. Free
admission. Green tea and cookies provided by
Friends of the Mendocino County Museum. Part
of the exhibit curated by the Counter Culture
Museum and Archives at the Mendocino County
Museum on display through March 19. Info:
707-459-2736 or www.mendocinocounty.org/
government/cultural-services-agency/museum

St. Patrick’s Day Party at Shanachie:
featuring an opening set by
Shanachie favorites Forrest
Glyer, fellow schindigger
Malakai  Schindel. and
Sarah Rose, and
headliners The  Self-
Fulfilling Prophesies,
featuring Morgan Stocker,
Buckminster West, Bodhi
|darius, and now ...
Blair Rowland-Mullen on
drums. "Elements of punk,
folk, and rock, all original
compositions.” Friday, March 17 at 8

pm. Shanachie Pub, 50B South Main Street.

Saturday, March 18

KLLG Pledge Drive Live on Air: KLLG 97.9
Willits Hometown Radio is having a Pledge
Drive on Saturday, March 18, 11 am to 5 pm, live
on air. Guest musicians will be Greg Schindel,
Wendy DeWitt and Necole Aguilar ... and, who
knows who else? So, tune in, or come visit
us at Room 10 at the Grange, and support
your local radio station — everyone at KLLG
are volunteers. Keep up with KLLG at www.
facebook.com/KLLGradio

Spring Seed Swap at the Willits Library:
Vegetable, flower, and herb seeds will be
offered in the Willits Branch Library’s meeting
room. Bring seeds if you have them to share!
Saturday, March 18, from 1 to 4 pm. Willits
Library, 390 East Commercial Street, 707-
459-5908.

St. Pat’s Day - March 17
Corned Beef Bucks O’ Luck
Lunch and Plinko

Dinner Special 5PM — 9PM
at Creekside Café. Get lucky and win 100 Bucl
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SHERWOOD
VALLEY & CASINO

WWW.SVRCASINO.COM

100 Kawi Place
Willits, CA 95490
Tel: 707-459-7978

MENDOCING

visit us at our new location -
100 South Street, Willits

(acrass from Willics Furniture)
We will be hosting an Open House at our
new office on Friday, March 17th
from 12pm until 4pm.
Please stop by and say hello!

Menu: Corned Beef & Cabbage,
Murphys (Spuds),Carrots, etc. and
Dessert. $25 per adult, $12 per
child under 12, under 5 years old
are free. Tickets may be purchased
at the door.

Sunday, March 19

“Building Community #2 at
Senior Center”: hosted by WELL-
Willits  Economic  Localization.
This second meeting focuses on:
Housing (especially the immediate
need fora Warming Center); Health
(more accessible & affordable
options); Local Food/Agriculture; Youth & Senior
Resources; and Business Support. “Come
join in building the resilience and health of our
community!” Sunday, March 19 at 4 pm at Willits
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: Jane
at Janemccabe1944@gmail.com or Madge at
mstrong@willitsonline.com

MENDO REALTY

Ongoing Events

Willits Garden Club monthly meeting: March
14 meeting is cancelled; next is set for April
11. Garden-related speakers and programs
every month at 11:30 am on the second
Tuesday at the Golden Rule Mobile
Village Clubhouse (Ridgewood
Ranch RV Park). Potluck lunch.
Everyone is welcome. Info at www.
wilitsgardenclub.org.

“Cannabis in  Mendocino
County: Our Story”: Exhibit at the
Mendocino County Museum’s
Long Gallery, by Guest
Curators Richard Jergenson
and Annie Waters, who have
shared displays and collections from
their Counter Culture Museum and Archives.
Plus guest speaker series. The exhibit is on
display through March 19. Curators Jergenson
and Waters will be available as docents
for the public to engage in conversation on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Info: www.
mendocinocounty.org/government/cultural-
services-agency/museum

Shuffleboard Sunday at Flying Dog Wood
Fired Pizza & Vinyl: “Sign-ups start at 4
pm. Game starts at 4:45 pm. $5 sign-up fee,
teams of two, winner takes the pot! We'll have
the games on all day. Beer, wine, pizza, we've
got everything you need!” Flying Dog Wood
Pizza, 65 South Main Street.

The Redwood Empire Food Bank: Twice-
monthly drive-thru food distribution in Willits,
second and fourth Thursdays of the month,
located in the parking lot of the soccer and
baseball fields, 9:30 to 11:30 am. Groceries to
go, senior basket (for low-income seniors 60
or older), and diapers.

“Garraoke” at Diggers Bar: Karaoke night
the second and fourth Friday of every month,
with host and DJ Garrett Moore. “From 8 pm to
midnight, then get down until closing!” Diggers
Bar, 244 South Main Street.

Willits Boules Club, Tuesdays and Fridays
at 1 pm: The outdoor boules course is located
across the street from the Willits Skate Park.
Info: bbruneau@bbruneau.com.

Free Kids Karate Classes at Body Works
Gym: Sheriff’'s Youth Activities League offers a
free karate program for kids at the Willits Body
Works Gym, , Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30
pm. Beginner to intermediate group, youth 7
years old and above. There is an annual $20
SAL insurance/registration fee (waivable). For
more info call or text Mike Tobin Sensei at
354-0565. Body Works Gym,1511 South Main
Street.

{March 19th

& Senior
Resources

at 4pm
Jotr ap at the
Willits Haeralr Sevnior Cercter

1501 Baecttel R

Contact Jane MeCabe 707.540.3802
janemccabel b mgmail.com

WCA March show — Paul

Reiber and Nino Villamor

Artists Paul Reiber and Nino Villamor are featured in
the March show at the Willits Center for the Arts, through
March 27. “Nino Villamor creates wonderful dimensional
handmade papers by molding clay and working hand-
made paper over the sculpted model.” Wood carver
and sculptor Paul Reiber is “a founding member of The
Mendocino Coast Furnituremakers Association and
helped organize over 20 shows on the coast and at the
Grace Hudson Museum.” Galleries are open Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays, from 11 am to 5 pm. The Arts
Center is located at 71 East Commercial Street. Info:
707-459-1726 or www.willitscenterforthearts.org

‘The Art and Craft of Distilling’
Tasting and Talk, March 25

Join Willits Center for the Arts for a magical evening
exploring “The Art & Craft of Distilling” with Tamar
Distillery and Friends, on Saturday, March 25, from 6 to
8 pm. Senior Distiller Crispin Cain, Tamar Kaye, and Rye
N. Flint will present a sublime tasting of their Mendocino
Spirits, lovingly distilled in Redwood Valley. Crispin will
talk on the art of distillation, and artist Jeremy Logan will
describe his design process for the distillery’s beautiful
labels. Tapas del Mundo will be on hand serving tasty
small bites, and Chris Cichaki will provide live music for
your listening pleasure. A benefit for the WCA: Tickets
are $20 to $50 sliding scale, and available online at
www.willitscenterforthearts.org/ or at the door. WCA, 71
East Commercial Street. Info: 707-459-1726.

International Wildlife Film
Festival, through March 17,
Ukiah Civic Center

The Redwood Valley Outdoor Education Project hosts
an engaging selection of award-winning films from the
International Wildlife Film Festival of Missoula, Montana,
one of the nation’s oldest and most-respected wildlife
film festivals Friday evenings March 10 and 17 at the
Ukiah Civic Center, 300 Seminary Avenue. The March
10 program features three spectacular 28-minute films
from the “Wildlife Warriors” series, “a nature show
made by Kenyans for Kenyans,” that spotlights East
Africa’s conservation heritage and heroes: “Making Way
for Rhinos,” “The Beautiful Bats of Kenya,” and “The
Royal Elephants of Samburu.” Doors open at 6:15 pm,
with snacks and live music by Kim Monroe. Films start
at 7 pm. Tickets available at the door for a suggested
donation of $10 for adults and $5 for children age 10
and over. For more info and a full program of films, visit
WWW.Ivoep.org

from around the world, often turning into an
evening full of unexpected surprises.”

Saturday Scramble: Every 2nd and 4th
Saturday from 3 to 6 pm, hosted by Tyler B.
Bring any instrument you can play and sign
up to perform a 15-minute set with other
local musicians. “Meet new musicians,
discover new genres and explore your
creativity!”

Tyler Grass & The Sherwood Mountain
Boys: Every first and third Thursday
evening of the month at 7 pm. “Come check
out some of our favorite locals playing
bluegrass & more!”

Bluegrass String Jam: Every 1st and
3rd Saturday of the month starting at 3
pm — welcomes all Bluegrass musicians!
An official jam for the California Bluegrass
Association, “so you never know which
members from out of the area may drop in!”

Painting
Pinatas
Gardening
Culinary Arts
Pomo Dancers
Aziec Dancers
Literary Events
Ballet Folklorico
City 01 10,000 Buddhas
S.P.A.C.E. Dancers And more!

Disc Golf
Volleyball
BaskeLball
Garden Tours
Kids Activities
and more!

Join us in celebrating our 50th anniversar)

o family-friendly communit)
LEARN MORE: WWW.MENDOCINO.EDU/S0OTH

= In celebration of Mendocino College's 50th Anniversary MendOCiIIO
Shanachie Pub COMMUNITY FAIR College’s 50th
Ongoing Events :
Shanachie Pub, 50B South Main Street anniversary,
Open Mic Night. Every Wednesday. Sign March 25
up for the lottery for 20-minute time Mendocino College celebrates
slots from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to its 50th anniversary, 1973-
7:30 pm. Music starts at 8 pm. “An eclectic 2023, with a free family-friendly
array of local musicians and performers G community  fair, with music,

games, food, arts, car show, disc
golf, garden tours, Pomo dancers,
Aztec dancers, kids activities,
and much more. Saturday, March
25. 11 am to 4 pm at Mendocino
College’s Ukiah campus, 1000
Hensley Creek Road. More info,
including detailed event schedule,
at www.mendocino.edu/50th

dimensional. We welcome and encourage both positive and
negative responses. Those deciding on pieces for the show will be David Burton of the
Grace Hudson Museum and Allysum Wier of the Arts Council of Mendocino. This show

The Willits Photography Club

Invites you to join us for

Willits Center for the Arts presents the

ART & CRAFT of DISTILLING

will open at the Willits Center for the Arts in May of 2023, Art Center Ukiah in June, and

then Gualala Art Center in July, 2023. Proposals due April 1, 2023.

and registration go to: gtm1950@gmail.com. WCA, 71 East Commercial Street.

Canine Adoption Deals
Half-off dog adoption fees! Spayed/neutered dogs 6 months a

fees waived for eligible long-stay dogs! “To see our adoptable dogs, and for information
about the adoption process, visit mendoanimalshelter.com.” Ukiah Shelter, 298 Plant
Road, 707-467-6453. Fort Bragg Shelter, 19701 Summers Lane, 707-961-2491.

For more information

nd older. All adoption

u.' ?‘:{ ~
- The :

57 East Commercial Street - Willits

707-459-NOYO (6696)

www.noyotheatre.com

Starts Friday, March 17:

Shazam: Fury of the Gods

SCREAM IV

(R) 2 hrs 3 mins
Friday:
5:00 & 8:00pm

Sat./Sun.:
2:00, 5:00 & 8:00pm

Mon.-Thurs.:
5:00 & 8:00pm

Movie Times for March 10 thru March 16

(
(PG13) 1 hr 33 mins
Fri.: 5:20 & 7:45pm

Sat./Sun.:
3:00, 5:20 & 7:45pm

Mon.-Thurs.:
5:20 & 7:45pm

3:1

COCAINE BEAR

OVER 21 CLUB -
Luxury Recliners

R) 1 hr 35 mins
Friday:
5:45 & 8:15pm
Sat./Sun.:
5, 5:45 & 8:15pm
Mon.-Thurs.:
5:45 & 8:15pm

We meet the second

71 E. Commercial

Masks Optional

Friendship, inspiration, sharing, and fun.

(Come to the bacl

Beginners to Professionals are welcome to join.

Saturday of each month.
Our next meeting will be on March 11

at

The Willits Center for the Arts

St. A 95480

7500t

AN EQUINOX EVENING with MENDOCINO SPIRITS

SATURDAY MARCH 25, 2023 6-8pm

JOINUS fora
MAGICAL TASTING EXPERIENCE
with Tamar Distillery from
Redwood Valley

ART TALK})I; owner/ distiller
Crispin Cain and Color Mill label artist
Jeremg Losan.

TASTING with Crispin, Tamar,
and._Rge-N. Hint
will showcase their award winning
w]:isl:egs, ])oml'sons, and gin.

TASTY SMALL BITES by Tapas del Mundo
and LIVEMUSIC by Chis Cichaki
TICKETS $20 to $50 Sliding Scale

TO BENEFIT the WILLITS CENTER for the ARTS

WILLITS CENTER FOR THE W

www.willitscenterforthearts.org
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Poets Mike A'Dair and Steve
Hellman to read at WCT

By Steve Hellman, for WCT

Veteran poets Steve Hellman and Mike A'Dair will read
their poetry and prose at the Starlight Lounge series at
the Willits Community Theatre on Saturday, March 11 at
7 pm.

Mike A'Dair holds the title of the most obscure poet in
America. A longtime resident of Willits, ADair has been
a newspaper reporter for Mendocino Country, The Willits
News and Willits Weekly from 1990 to 2020. He is the
author of two books on the Shakespeare Authorship
Question and a book of poems, “The Recrudescence
of the Supernal.” In 2020, he debated String Creek
playwright Don Samson on the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy.

Since his work first appeared in print in 1972, Steve
Hellman has published poetry, fiction, memoir, journalism,
reviews and translations in numerous publications,
among them: the San Francisco Chronicle, Carmel Pine
Cone Weekly, Willits Weekly, North Beach Magazine,
14 Hills Literary Journal, and the “Clamor of Innocence”
anthology. He has performed as a spontaneous spoken
word poet since the early 1980s, after learning the form
from Beat Era forerunners. He currently teaches creative
writing at Mendocino College.

A small donation at the door will be appreciated, but no
one will be turned away for lack of funds. An open reading
will follow. The Willits Community Theatre Playhouse is
located at 37 West Van Lane, behind Mazahar Clothing
Store and Shanachie Pub.

Poets Steve Hellman and Mike A’Dair.
Photo by Mathew Caine

Iz

SHAMROCK
SHOWDOWN

 _ FRIDAYS
¥>  6pM - Midnight

3 Winners each hour will shoot for the loot.
Win Free Play for every basket
made before time runs out!

\ s AT
St. Pat’s Day - March 17

Corned Beef
Lunch and
Dinner Special

at Creekside Café.

7 NG

5,

SHERWOOD
VALLEY & CASINO

WWW.SVRCASINO.COM

100 Kawi Place
Willits, CA 95490
Tel: 707-459-7978

Management reserves the right to cancel or modify
any promotion at any time without notice.

For complete rules and details please visit the Players Club.
Gamgling a problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.

Get lucky and win 100 Bucks!

to Phoenix where Richard re-established his mother’s
magazine advertising sales business. They married in
1999, moved to Nipomo, CAin 2000, and in 2001 bought a
home in Brooktrails.

In the early 2000s Richard’s business, Judi Block
Associates, prospered. He sold advertising
space locally for the BPOA Brooktrails
Welcome Book. He worked as an Instructional
Aide at Brookside Elementary School, 2015-
2016.

Richard’s kids and their activities were
the favorite part of his life. Many people
will remember Richard with his camera, the
“official” photographer for Junior Giants,
Willits Little League, Gateway Gymnastics,
and videographer for the Baechtel Grove
Band. He was an active parent with Boy Scout
Troop 42. Richard was always ready with a
story to tell about NYC and his adventures.

Richard was preceded in death by his first wife, Kim, and
their son Benjamin, his mother and father, and his brother
Arthur. He is survived by his wife, Angela, son Tristan, and
daughter Sylvia, of Willits, and his sister Marcy Brown of
Bayside, NY.

A celebration of life is being planned for April 2023.

OBITUARY |

Richard Wartell

Richard Alan Wartell, 70, of Willits, California, passed
away December 13, 2022 due to complications from lung
cancer. Richard was born April 17, 1952 to .
Judith and Harold Wartell, Bronx, New York. He
grew-up in Queens and attended Hawthorne
Cedar Knolls School, Westchester County, in
the late 1960s.

In the mid-1970s Richard drove a Grey Rabbit
Bus across the country, landing in southern
CA. Richard toured with bands in the LA music
circuit and managed an apartment complex in
Ellwood Beach. In the 1980s, Richard lived for
many years on Price Ranch in Los Alamos,
buying and selling antiques /collectibles. He
was a caregiver for youth with cerebral palsy in
Santa Maria. After a series of terrible personal
losses he left CAin the early 1990s, and moved to Haskell,
Texas, then Phoenix, Arizona.

In 1997, Richard returned to Queens to assist his ailing
mother. During this sad time, it was also Richard’s new
beginning, he met Angela. When his mom passed away
a few months later they were engaged and returned

At left, above: Caltrans
workers on a recent snowy
day. At left: Caltrans
snowplows head up the hill.

Photos courtesy
of Caltrans District 1

Thank

you to
Caltrans
CIreWS

Posted by Caltrans
District 1

Thank you from the
bottom of our hearts!!!

It takes a highly skilled
and dedicated team to
maintain the more than
2,400 miles of state
highway in District 1 — Del
Norte, Humboldt, Lake, and
Mendocino counties.

Whether you're working
in the field or in the office,
we appreciate everything
each one of our staff does
every day to keep our state
moving.

Recently our
maintenance crews have
been working around the
clock to respond to impacts
from winter storms. They're
supported by teams in
our dispatch center who
provide 24/7 information,
Division of Equipment staff
who keep vehicles in good

7am - 10pm
459-4854

1799 So. Main St.
P.0. Box 428

“Family owned since 1983"

American Legion Post 174 Willits

¢ ST. PATRICK’S “®
%' DAY FEAST %%

working  condition, and

¥ March 18. 2023 many other employees

BUCkSﬁO LUCk 5:00 PM o 7’:00 PM who've contributed to the
Pllnko Corned Beef & Cabbage, Spuds, Etc. response.

5PM — 9PM Veteran’s Memorial Building * 191 N, Main + Willits | O" Employee

Appreciation Day, March 3,
2023, thank you all for your
extraordinary efforts!

Adults $25 each « Children $12,00 each 12 & under.
Under 5 free.

COVID-19
vaccines
are here

for N
children -
6 months
and older.

Help protect
your little ones.

(707) 456-9600

LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER
45 Hazel St., Willits

We accept Medi-Cal, Medicare, Partnership
and other insurance. SE HABLA ESPANOL.

30 MCHC

HEALTH CENTERS

HILLSIDE | DORA ST | LITTLE LAKE | LAKEVIEW

of Caring

MCHCINC.ORG + MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047
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LEGAL NOTICES

\WW414

Fictitious Business
Name Statement
2023-F0061

The following corporation is
doing business as Rosco
Transport, 7401 Lorene Road,
Redwood Valley, CA 95470.

Registered owner: Rosco
Corporation, 7401 Lorene Road,
Redwood Valley, CA 95470.

This business is conducted by a
corporation.

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on January 26, 2023.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 2, 2023.

/sl Ross Mayfield Ill, CEO

Publication dates: February 16,
23, March 2,9, 2023

WW419
Fictitious Business
Name Statement
2023-F0108

The following person is doing
business as Willits Power
Equipment, 1600 South Main
Street, Willits, CA 95490.

Registered owner: Michael
Garrity, 22928 Davidson Road,
Willits CA 95490.

This business is conducted by
an individual.

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on December 20, 2012.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 23, 2023.

Is/ Michael Garrity

Publication dates: March 2, 9, 16,
23,2023

Ww421

Fictitious Business
Name Statement
2023-F0093

The following 501¢3 non-profit
corporation is doing business as
Golden Rule Gardens, 11725
Orchard Lane, Willits, CA 95490.

Registered owner: Golden Rule
Church Association, 11725
Orchard Lane, Willits, CA 95490.

This business is conducted by a
501-c3 non-profit corporation.

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on May 1, 2022.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 16, 2023.
Is/ Cody Bartholomew, President,
GRCA
Publication dates: March 9, 16,
23, 30, 2023

WW422
Fictitious Business
Name Statement
2023-F0094

The following 501¢3 non-profit
corporation is doing business as
Headwaters Grazing, 300
Seabiscuit Drive A, Willits, CA
95490.

Registered owner: Golden Rule
Church Association, 11725
Orchard Lane, Willits, CA 95490.

This business is conducted by
a 501c3 non-profit corporation..

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on January 1, 2023.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 16, 2023.
/s! Cody Bartholomew, President,
GRCA
Publication dates: March 9, 16,
23, 30, 2023

Ww420

Case No. 23PR00015

authority.

follows:

California law.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF: GLADIS ARDELLA SHANNON

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will
or estate or both of Gladis Ardella Shannon: A Petition for
Probate has been filed by Thelma Lucille Shannon in the
Superior Court of California, County of Mendocino.

The Petition for Probate requests that Thelma Lucille
Shannon be appointed as Personal Representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.

The Petition requests the decedent’s will and codicils, if any,
be admitted to probate. The will and any codicils are
available for examination in the file kept by the court.

The petition requests authority to administer the estate
under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This
authority will allow the personal representative to take
many actions without obtaining court approval.

Before taking certain very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed action.) The Independent
Administration authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should not grant the

A hearing on the petition will be held in this court as

Date: April. 21, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. In Dept. E of the
Mendocino County Superior Court, located at 100 N State
St., Ukiah, California 95482.

If you object to the granting of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the
decedent, you must file your claim with the Court and mail a
copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or
(2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code. Other California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.

You may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in

You may examine the file kept by the court. If you are a
person interested in the estate, you may file with the court
a request for special notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and in Probate Code, section 1250. A request for
special notice form is available from the court clerk.

Petitioner in pro per: Thelma Lucille Shannon, PO Box 1642,
Willits, CA 95490, Telephone (707) 483-0741.

Publication Dates: March 9, 16, 23, 2023

Mendocino County invites
applications for:

Air Quality Engineer I/l
$66,476 - $92,913

Air Quality Technician
$49,566 - $60,257

Chief Planner
$95,846 - $116,500

Corrections Deputy
$54,184 - $65,873

Department Analyst Il
$65,416 - $79,497

Deputy District Attorney I/1l/llI
$76,419 - $122,824

Deputy Probation Officer I/II
$51,937 - $69,617

Deputy Public Defender I/1l
$76,419 - $92,913

Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/1l
$62,628 - $87,214

Eligibility Specialist Il
$47,132 - $57,324

Emergency Services Coordinator
$84,531 - $102,752

Juvenile Corrections Officer
$50,710 - $61,630

Juvenile Corrections Officer —
Extra-Help
$24.38 hourly

Program Specialist I/1l
$50,897 - $68,244

Senior Program Manager
$92,705 - $112,694

Social Worker I/1I/1Il/IV A-D
$48,942 - $92,206

Social Worker Assistant I/1l
$40,206 - $51,292

Social Worker Supervisor I/ll A-C
$70,387 - $99,028

Vocational Assistant
$37,024 - $38,875

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.governmentjobs.com/careers/
mendocinoca

EOE

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant

An Affordable
Non-Attorney Service

(707) 459-2775

245 South Humboldt St., Suite B, Willits
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

Christina McCluskey’s Paralegal Service
Certified Paralegal, Legal Document Assistant, Notary Public
Diverces = Deeds s Chapter 7 Bankruptoy »
Evictions sConservatorships » Guardianships »
Small Claims = Power of Attorney = Criminal
History Expungement * Name Changes = Wills
and Trusts= Estate Probate= Licensed =
Bonded » Member of CALDA » Motary Public

20690 5. Main St., Willits, CA 95490
(707) 467-7642

I'm not an attorney. I cannot represent you in court.
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Flood Watch ahead

The National Weather Service has put up a Flood Watch
for its forecast for Willits, from 1 pm Thursday, March 9, to
10 pm on Friday March 10. NWS is

Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

IJ ennifer Poole

area.

also advising residents to watch for
upgrades to Flood Warnings for their

“Flooding caused by excessive rainfall continues to be
possible in a portion of northwest California, including the
following areas: Northeastern Mendocino Interior, Northern
Lake, Northwestern Mendocino Interior, Southeastern
Mendocino Interior and Southwestern Mendocino Interior
from Thursday afternoon through Friday evening,” the

watch states.

“Excessive runoff may result in flooding of rivers, creeks,
streams, and other low-lying and flood-prone locations.
Creeks and streams may rise out of their banks. Flooding
may occur in poor drainage and urban areas,” the Flood

Watch continues.

“You should monitor later forecasts and be alert for
possible Flood Warnings. Those living in areas prone to
flooding should be prepared to take action should flooding

develop.”

Regular forecasts for the town of Willits predict less than
3 inches of rain over the Flood Watch period, “followed by
another period of heavier rain and gusty winds early next

week.”

You can enter your own address for a forecast, at https:/

www.weather.gov/

CLASSIFIEDS

Computer Help

Need help with your
computer? PC,
Macintosh, Android and
I0S devices. Repairs,
configuration and
tutoring: ~ $50/hr.  Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
uicearbhaill@gmail.com

Firewood for Sale

Fir, $250/Cord; Oak,
$350/Cord; Kindling.
Free  delivery  near
Willits. $45 delivery near
Ukiah. Call (707) 456-
0270 or (707) 354-2244

For Rent

Clean Studio Apt. for
rent,  upstairs  unit,
W/D Facility on hand;
garbage paid. Close to
downtown. $750.00 per
mo. Armco 707-459-
9601.

Have You Had
a Spiritual
Experience?
Join us for a lively
discussion on spiritual
experiences  with a
starter topic on dreams.
Come share or just
listen! Willits Library, 390
East Commercial Street,
Saturday, March 11,
2023, 10 to 11 am.

Help Wanted

Senior  Center  Thrift
Store is hiring a
merchandise processor/
stocker/ cashier (35
hours  weekly).  Call
Richard Baker for more
information at  459-
6826. Or email resume
with 3 references
to wsidirector@
willitsseniorcenter.com

Indoor Yard Sale

Giant Indoor Yard Sale
— Deep Valley Christian
School, 8555  Uva
Drive, Redwood Valley,
(across from the Broiler).
Saturday, March 11 - 8
amto4 pm

Classified ads are

just $15 for 30 words
for 2 weeks!

John Ford
Ranch Beef

John Ford Ranch still
has the 50 Ib. Rancher’s
Choice Box for $375.00
and the 25 Ib. Hamburger
Box for $160.00. Please
contact Debbie Arkelian
@ 459-5049.

Love Willits
Weekly?

Help support our free-
circulation  community
newspaper by becoming
a ‘“street subscriber’!
You send in an annual
donation, and pick up
the edition on the street
each week! We love our
regular subscribers too:
$75 for home delivery
in the Willits area; $100
for a year’s subscription
in the U.S. mail. Visit
https://form.jotform.
com/61915582053153
for a signup form and
more info.

Room for Rent

Room for Rent. Must
work, have references.
No pets. No drugs.
$600 including utilities.
Available now. 707-354-
0287.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV’s and
Trailers  $425  per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
Safeway in Willits. Call
Tony (707) 972-4696.
See at hitp:/iwww.
oaknvine.net/tp

Willits Food
Bank Open

Willits Community
Services & Food Bank
continues to distribute
food in the Willits area.
Donations can be mailed
or dropped off at the
front office at 229 East
San Francisco Avenue,
Willits CA 95490 - knock
or leave in the locked
mailbox in front. Food
distribution is available
at the back door on
Wednesdays and
Fridays from 1 to 4:30
pm. Info: 459-3333.
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and sincere recognition this plaque to Tony Orth. First
elected in 1984, serving through 2022, from volunteer
firefighter to Brooktrails Board and LAFCO (Local

Agency Formation Commission) President, and Elder Statesman of Mendocino County.”

Following the presentation, Tony Orth began by thanking the board and sharing
a certificate of appreciation presented to him in 1980 from the directors for his help in
establishing the Brooktrails Fire Department.

“| can appreciate being an elder statesman and there’s a few other things that I'd like
to note for you,” Orth continued. “Of course, the Parcourse which is one of the best-
used facilities around here. There’s the planting of the original redwood trees. In my first
term we planted 5,000 small redwood trees with the Conservation Corps, and | recently
counted 300 survivors. After planting, we started a seven-year drought. Having the 300

SPIRITUAL
PATHWAYS

e s

Agape
Bible Church
290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490
Where love is first
and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
707-303-5456
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Burton Jernigan
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Church
of Christ

“What must we do to be saved?”
Acts 2:37
1095 S. Main St., Willits
(next to Super 8)

(707) 459-5023
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-
6-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study-
7-8:00 p.m.

The Church of
Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490
ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

eSound of Soul events
eMembership Discourses
eSpiritual Discussions
*ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

Grace Community

Church
Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Modified Worship Service
10 a.m.

Other ministries suspended
for now.

For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Confessions by appointment:
459-2252
Sunday Mass inside:
9:00 a.m. English
10:30 a.m. Spanish
Saturday Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Covid guidelines apply.
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis

Episcopal Church
1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177
Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom
Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day

Adventist Church
707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship
Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

Willits United

Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden
Aplace to find comfort
where all are welcome
Pastor Rosemary Landry
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am
286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855
wumc@willitsonline.com

www.willitsumc.org
Facebook: facebook willits umc

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell

(707) 972-2475

april@uillitsweekly.com

survivors is important.

“The bypass: | represented this board and this community
for 25 years on the design committee for the Willits bypass,
which included studying a spaghetti of potential routes;
and that was quite the lesson. My most impactful moment,
though, was getting the viaduct improvement added to the
project. The viaduct doubled the cost of the project but it
was a very necessary improvement. The Sherwood Road/
Main Street intersection, which was a $5 million add-on to
the overall project was also a very important part of the
plan that | presented, and Bruce Burton of the City of Willits
was instrumental in getting this done.”

Continuing, Orth shared that he still works with the
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District that
has taken over the bypass mitigation lands and that the
final meeting he participated in regarding the bypass was
to get direction to Caltrans as to where to purchase the
mitigation lands.

“What | presented to them,” Orth continued, “was that
we needed a pathway from the national forest to the state
forest and that the mitigation land should be in the valley
to connect the Brooktrails Green Belts with all of the state
properties — and now we can see elk and beaver in the
valley.”

He shared about his boyhood experience of being
enthralled and enchanted by seeing the unique and socially
active beavers at work in the streams near where he lived,
saying: “They are truly wonderful creatures and the best
engineers known to man.” It's been his desire to see the
beaver repopulate and return as they were 200 years ago,
plentiful and thriving again.

Township Counsel Chris Neary, Supervisor John
Haschak and Brooktrails Fire Chief Jon Noyer individually
spoke, lauding Orth for his many contributions to the
community, sung and unsung, over the multitude of years
that he served — a true “director emeritus,” deserving of a
very special place in Brooktrails history.

Director Ralph Santos gave a brief report regarding the
bi-monthly meeting of the Mendocino County Association of
Fire Districts on February 15 in Boonville. ltems discussed
were 1) Measure P Sales Tax Allocation spreadsheets
with estimates; 2) a resolution that underlines allocation of
general tax revenues to fire, EMS and Fire Safe Council;
3) Coastal Valley power point presentation to the board
of supervisors with explanations and documentation of
efforts and statistics, and ending with a focus on the JPA
development which seems stalled in analysis; and 4) an
initial draft of a Fire Warden position. Director Santos said
he will have more to present about that at the next board
meeting.

Brooktrails resident Anne Cedarholm, former manager
of the Brooktrails Golf Course, went to the podium
and addressed the group, saying, ‘I sent a letter to the
general manager, Tamara Alaniz, that | believe she has
shared with the board. In the letter | mentioned the word
“stewardship” and | want to read this to you: A stewardship
is a careful and responsible management that's entrusted
to a person or persons or organization having to do with
overseeing something. This is having to do with the
Brooktrails Golf Course. A good steward accepts and
understands the role and responsibilities that are entrusted
to him. He is also responsible for the duties outlined in his

Read the rest of
OIthI Over on page 11
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From the Brooktrails  Township
Community Services District Board of
Directors

Hear ye, hear ye:

Joining  the  Brooktrails  Fire
Department as a young volunteer to help
his community;

Learning the ins and outs of the District
to support his interest in volunteering and
elected service;

Serving his community as a
Brooktrails Board member, spanning the
1980s,1990s, 2000s, 2010s and 2020s;

Influencing development of the
Brooktrails  Specific  Plan  toward
District planning authority over its own
development;

Facilitating formation of the Mendocino
County Association of Fire Districts and
associated revenue increases to fire
agencies from various sources, including
the County of Mendocino;

Supporting reallocation of Proposition
172 funding from only law enforcement
funding to include fire agencies county-
wide;

Sharing his understanding,
encouragement and support for the
Willits Highway 101 Bypass, its mitigation
lands and associated Sherwood Road
intersection improvements, which provide
safer vehicle and pedestrian movement
at the entrance to Brooktrails;

Helping establish shaded fire

Proclamation for Charles Anthony ‘Tony’ Orth

I I_‘T l

breaks with emergency vehicle access
agreements across private property,
ensuring a two-lane evacuation route
is available on Sherwood Road in
emergencies;

Maintaining the focus of elected
officials on  County transportation
improvements to provide a safe,
second access route to Brooktrails with
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure;

Representing all Mendocino County
Special Districts on the Local Agency
Formation Commission Board, ensuring
special districts have a voice in agency
formation and service reviews; and,

Providing calm and informed counsel
to generations of elected officials,
community leaders, and citizens on
important issues facing our region that
require the attention of the public.

Therefore, it is proclaimed by the
Board of Directors of the Brooktrails
Township Community Services District
that Tony Orth is an elder statesman of
Mendocino County and his contributions
to the Brooktrails community are
unparalleled.

Gratefully signed this 28th day of
February 2023 by:

R. Richard Williams, Board
President; Tina Tyler-O’Shea, Vice
President; Edward Horrick, Director;
Ralph Santos, Director; Joanne
Cavallari, Director

Above: Down at the road, the Medstar Ambulance waits to load up the rescued patient. 7

Firefighters rescue
snow-bound residents

Posted by CALFIRE MEU

Over this last weekend, CALFIRE’'s Mendocino Unit, with the assistance of Little
Lake Fire Protection District firefighters, Ridgewood Ranch fire volunteers, and Medstar
Ambulance, extracted snow-bound residents in need of medical attention in rural Willits.

The rescuers trekked up to a % mile to
access the patient and bring them to the
waiting ambulance for transport.

This is just one example of the calls
CALFIRE Mendocino Unit personnel are
responding to during these extreme winter
weather conditions. They have also been
clearing snow, removing fallen trees, and

responding to traffic collisions with our [

partners, the California Highway Patrol,
Medstar Ambulance, Caltrans, and other
local fire, law enforcement, and public works
agencies.

CALFIRE MEU is proud to serve the !

residents of Mendocino County.

Above:
Firefighters
haul a Willits
area resident
needing medical
attention
through the
Snow.

| At left: Medics
i check out the
> patient before
? transporting
down to

the waiting
ambulance.

Photos courtesy
of CALFIRE
Mendocino Unit
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The rest of
Shelter
From page 5

laundry, swept the floor, and they were
packed up and left by about 11 am. On
their way out the door, | was asked for
ways they could donate. A few handed
us cash and expressed gratitude. One
woman said, “| am amazed by what
you pulled off.” Another woman said,
“Words can't express what this meant
to me and my family. | will be sending
a donation to you.”

As | stayed behind and began
to do piles of laundry and clean up
even though | was exhausted but
| figured it would help ground me
from experiencing a solid 36 hours
of anxiety and little sleep, | made a
mental list of the things | would ask for
donations/supplies to get us through
the next emergency. This experience
further solidified for me the need to be
ready to open my doors and not rely on
the County to step up.

Its a further example of what |
have come to realize in my 13 years
of running Laytonville Healthy Start
Community & Family Resource
Center: if we want something done
in Laytonville, we do it ourselves.
We have to take care of our own (or
Humboldt's own, ha-ha). And | believed
we proved that. | walked away with an
experience | and those 25+ people will
never forget.

How to help

[ am calling on our supporters and
community members for the following
“Wish List” to expand/enhance in the
event we need to open our “Laytonville
Emergency Shelter”:

Funding to purchase or donations
of 12 folding/easy to store cots; 12
pillows (new); 8 sleeping bags; and 6
fuzzy blankets

Volunteers willing to lend a hand with
set up, clean up and watching over the
shelter, offering relief to our staff

Funding to be placed into a special
fund that we could access to purchase
food to make meals, buy bottled water,
snacks

We have, thanks to funding from the
Community Foundation of Mendocino
County, a supply of extension cords,
power strips, folding animal crates,
cleaning supplies, and a generator to
power our office

My Big Wish is to have a permanently
stationed heavy-duty generator hooked
up to Harwood Hall 365 days a year
that would allow us to run the heaters
or a/c along with our refrigerator and
freezer in the event of a power outage.
PG&E supplies a generator during
wildfire season for PPS events since
we are their designated PPS site.

Donations can be made to: Harwood
Memorial Park-FRC, memo line
“Laytonville Emergency Shelter” at
PO Box1382, Laytonville, CA 95454
Donations made will receive a tax-
letter from our non-profit organization.
Donations can be made on our website
via Paypal as well

https://www.laytonville.org/
healthystart/how-to-help/donate/

| want to thank those that helped
us out: my husband, Roland Spence,
my dad Jim Shields, Sue Carberry
communicated with me about the
situation and kept us updated more
than anyone else, Taylor Norris who
came by both Thursday night and
Friday morning to lend a hand (she
also provided blood pressure check
to our heart patient), Michelle Downes
from LVHC who offered to put us in
touch with Dr. Sam if the heart patient
needed to ask questions about the
pain she was experiencing, Victor B-G
for helping us set up and clean up,
Martin for the extra cots and sleeping
bags, Jeff & Natalie for the cots, Rabbit
for making a home-cooked meal and
Anna Salmeron for delivering it.

We proved that a little town with
limited resources could host a group
of stranded travelers and make a
difference, and | think we saved some
lives that first night. | can’t imagine
some of our guests in high-risk health
situations being left in the cold. | know
| wasn’t going to be the one to not
open my doors to help those in need
- I'd be ashamed of myself if | had the
power to help a group of people and |
didn’t because of a rule book. As Kevin
Marsh said on this past Saturday’s
“This & That” radio show with my dad
on KPFN, “Burn the rule book, we
gotta stay warm.” And my dad followed
that up: “Handle emergencies first,
paperwork second.”

The rest of

Struggling

a plan and some projections with hopes
of increasing the speed of reviewing
applications with the help of additional
planners.

According to a table in the February report,
MCD is hoping to review 176 “priority renewal”’
applications and 182 “priority applications”
between this month and June of 2024, for a
total of 358 out of the 832 “active applications
and permits for commercial cannabis and
nursery operations” in the county.

I From page 1

As described by Nevedal, this work plan
is contingent on having a combined 27 MCD
fulltime employees and outside contract
planners working on the applications through
June of 2024.

It seems as if the county should reach
that number of workers soon, since at
their February 28 regular meeting the full
board approved a $1.6 million grant-funded
contract with 4Leaf, Inc., to add 20 or so
cannabis planners, albeit only temporarily
until that money runs out.

Nevedal did say the 4Leaf planners will
need some training for the local program,
including on the “Appendix G” environmental
checklist, before they get up and running.

In the staffing section of the MCD February
report, a chart showed that their department
currently had seven planners, one chief
planner, a director and three other positions
filled, while still vacant were 10 positions,
including four planners, a senior planner and
a recently resigned program administrator.
Nevedal also said that two other staff
persons “did not pass probation and are no
longer with the department.”

Nevedal emphasized that the department
had been recruiting and interviewing for
multiple positions recently.

“‘So it has been a heck of a busy, busy
time working through recruitments with
Human Resources,” she said, “scheduling
interviews, conducting those interviews,
and hiring as we find candidates who are
qualified and interested.”

When asked if the moving of the cannabis
department office from Ukiah to the Justice
Center in Willits in November was impacting
recruiting and staffing, Chief Planner Elora
Babbini replied that it was, though there were
other factors as well.

“One of the largest struggles that we have
is the location currently, and the amount
of candidates that we are receiving,” said
Babbini. “When we get a small list of people,
two to three candidates, there’s many open
positions in the county, the difference of gas
is a big issue for folks. But we have had a few
people with concerns of working in cannabis,
just because of kind of some of the public
opinion and contention | think, and just
working in cannabis in general in the state.

“‘But | think in hiring we have been really
successful in promoting internally for folks
that are really happy within the department,”
she added.

Nevedal broke down how the MCD
were choosing which cannabis applicants
to review first, with applicants who have
been “deprioritized” deemed “not eligible
for application review,” though they can be
‘reprioritized” if the county decides they have
fixed their issues.

According to the MCD update, 371 active
cannabis applications and permits have
been deprioritized due to findings of a lack
of a state license and/or being delinquent on
local cannabis taxes.

For those applicants in the “prioritized” or
“reprioritized” categories, the report said that
those who have provisional state licenses
coming up for renewal the soonest will be
slated to be reviewed first moving forward.

The Mendocino Cannabis Alliance, an
advocacy group for local small farmers,
has frequently been critical of the MCD
and county cannabis program in general,
with numerous memos, letters and public
comments at meetings detailing changes
they feel are needed.

In an interview with Willits Weekly on
Tuesday, MCA Executive Director Michael
Katz said he was skeptical that the county
would be able to process as many cannabis
applications as they were projecting given
their track record and staffing issues, and
also claimed that the “deprioritization”
system was haphazard and prone to errors.

Katz said that, based on an ‘“informal
survey” of around 30 applicants that MCA
undertook, “90% of the people that we
surveyed said that when they were cited
as not having [a state license], they did,”
but were not told by the county to send in
documentation and so were deprioritized.

“They’re literally putting people on the
deprioritization list, sending them a letter,
removing them from review, creating all
this unnecessary stress,” said Katz, “when
the people have the documents that they're
looking for, and they could easily identify
that.

‘It's part of a pattern of behavior that

seems to be designed to make this process
impossible for our local operators,” he
added. “And so there are all of these folks
who are not included in the work plan, that
their intent is to get back into the queue, and
never should've been fully removed from the
queue anyway.”

Katz said MCA was also very concerned
about the impact of the upcoming July 1
state deadline.

“We believe that this is a really significant
deadline for a number of reasons,” said Katz.
“The additional requirements that the state
has now built in that are required to be in
place in order for folks to be able to renew
their state provisional licenses starting on
July 1 is significant, and the state provisional
license is basically what allows the licensed
cannabis operators to participate in the
regulated market.

“Now there’s this very short window, as
far as the cascading effect, every month
now, starting in July,” he continued. “There
are going to be hundreds of state provisional
licenses that come up for renewal that will
need to have gone through not only the
full county review and have been issued a
county annual cultivation permit, they will
also need to have submitted their California
Environmental Quality Act paperwork. And
that will have to be submitted and identified
as complete, because in order to receive the
renewed provisional, they have to show that
their CEQA is in progress.”

Katz said that MCA was worried that, even
with the MCD’s new projections and the
addition of the contract planners, hundreds
of applicants will still get left behind and out
of the system, especially the deprioritized.

At the GGC meeting, Third District
Supervisor John Haschak, who is a member
of the committee, asked Nevedal about
the plan and timeline for getting all those
currently deprioritized through the permitting
process.

“If you don’t account for them being in
the queue at some point, then you're kind
of planning for them not to be reviewed?”
Haschak inquired.

“Or to review them upon completing the
priority reviews,” responded Nevedal. “So
we will complete all priority reviews before
we can consider reviewing deprioritized
applicants.”

In his latest supervisor update, Haschak
talked about his overall concern with the
shortcomings of the county cannabis
program.

“Cannabis continues to be problematic,”
he said. “The standalone department is now
running a budget deficit of up to a million
dollars. This was only brought to light by
the Executive Office. With permits not being
processed, cultivators stuck in limbo, and
the department asking for more money,
it is past time to admit that the status quo
is not working. | appreciate Mendocino
Cannabis Alliance’s letter to the State and
our representatives asking for intervention.
All ideas are welcome.”

Haschak was referring to a 16-page
February 8 letter sent by the MCA to state
officials with the heading: “Requesting
Urgent Intervention to Prevent Mendocino
Licensing Collapse.”

As for the budget gap in funding for the
MCD, Nevedal said it stemmed largely from
a lack of revenue coming in since most of
the applicant fees for applications they are
processing were paid in previous fiscal years.

An initial estimate from the county
executive office put the MCD budget gap
at around $1 million for fiscal year 2022/23,
but Deputy CEO Steve Dunnicliff said at
the GGC meeting that it was likely closer to
$500,000.

Budget deficits

At a budget update item during the
February 28 regular meeting with the full
board, the supervisors were informed that
they were likely looking at a multi-million
dollar deficit for the county overall in the
2022/23 fiscal year, which ends in June.

At that meeting Monique Ramirez, a local
small farmer, said during public comments
that if the county cannabis program worked
more efficiently more cost-recovery money
could come in for the county.

She noted that processing 800 applicants
for renewal each year at $733 per renewal
fee could bring in around $586,000.

Ramirez felt that 150 to 200 hours of
county staff time which had been estimated
per application seemed really excessive,
saying, “You can get a state license approved
very quickly and the documents are almost
identical that are being requested of you
as an applicant, so | don't really get what's
going on with the county’s process.

“It's really concerning that this budget
situation is happening,” she continued, “and
[ just want to draw attention again to the fact
that the reason we don’t have this money is
because we're not processing applications.
And we have a new timeline for renewals
that are being pushed out for almost up to

another year and, for me personally, that
means | might not get my permit renewed
for almost 19 months. If it comes up to two
years, that's two years of revenue that the
county didn’t get for my permit fees. And
that’s just appalling.”

Fifth District Supervisor Ted Williams
pointed to a confluence of strict state
regulations, declining cannabis prices, and a
flawed county ordinance as being at fault for
much of the local cannabis problems.

“The applicants aren’t getting their state
license, the price of the product is falling, this
is a cheap commodity today,” he said. “It's
awfully hard to build a program with those
dynamics where the people in the program
are losing their farms, and we have no
control of the underlying regulations. So ...
I'm with the small farms. They see that this
program is failing them — they're right, it is
failing. | don’t know what this board can do to
change the outcome.”

While many county applicants have been
able to get their state provisional licenses,
very few have gotten to the ultimate goal of
an annual state license.

MCA put the total number at six in their
February 8 letter to the state, although a
February 18 article at SFGate said that their
research into county and state documents
showed that there were 12 county applicants
who had obtained their annual state license.

In either case, that’s only around 1 to
2% of applicants and permit holders in the
county, far less than the 49% of licensees
in California and 62% in Humboldt County,
58% in Nevada County, and 23% in Trinity
County according to MCA.

Currently the deadline set for provisional
licenses to be disallowed completely in
California, with state annual licenses
required for all cannabis operations, is
January 1, 2026.
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management contract and he accepts these
responsibilities. He's a supervisor and
oversees the management of the golf course.
The managers are committed to doing good.

“The golf course has been going down for
two years,” Cedarholm continued, “and it's
time for it to turn around. There are some
immediate changes that need to occur.
It's important at this point for things to turn
around.”

As she completed her comments,
Cedarholm pointed to Tyler and Rudy Larson,
potential new managers of the Brooktrails
Golf Course, who are designated to appear
before the board at its next meeting on
March 14 to discuss the particulars of a plan
to assume the golf course management.
Director Horrick complimented Cedarholm
on the letter she had sent, saying: “It was
very well written.”

The Accounts Payable report in the
amount of $91,533.65 was then unanimously
approved by the board.

Finally, Consideration of Resolution 2023-
02 Adopting an Agreement with William
Scott Daniels. General Manager Alaniz
reported on the agreement with Brooktrails
resident Daniels, and stated that due to a
sewer backup that happened in his home in
January an agreement was formulated by
Counsel Chris Neary to compensate Daniels
for the costs incurred after the sewer backup.
The total cost of the repairs to Daniel's home
was $5,870 and a check has been cut to
Daniels to cover the repair costs. General
Manager Alaniz assured the board that after
assessing the damage and ascertaining the
cause of the damage compensating Daniels
was the correct action to take.

‘Building Community
#2', March 19

About four dozen community-minded
folks met on Feb. 5 at the new Firehouse,
for the first “Building Community” meeting,
exploring ways to cross-pollinate among
diverse groups and issues.

Meeting #2 is set for Sunday, March at
4 pm at the Willits Senior Center, 1501
Baechtel Road. We expect to focus on
several issue areas:

* Housing (especially the immediate need
for a Warming Center)

* Health (more accessible & affordable
options)

* Local Food/Agriculture

* Youth & Senior Resources; and

* Business Support

Together with community partners, we'll
be identifying what’s already underway, do-
able next projects, and how to move those
forward. Come join in building the resilience
and health of our community!

For more info contact Jane at
Janemccabe1944@gmail.com or Madge at
mstrong@uwillitsonline.com
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WCT Musie
Series

Danish folk duo Gangspil
took the audience on

a musical journey
Above, left: Sonnich Lydom tells an origin story of one of Gangspil’s folk tunes. Kristian Bugge and Sonnich Lydom entertained those who
On Saturday night, March 5, the latest in a series Wwere adventurous enough to come out on the stormy March night. Below, left: For the final song, Gangspil invited all the guests up on stage to
of magical music and performance nights dance. Below, right: In addition to accordion, Sonnich Lydom showed his musical skill by accompanying Kristian Bugge on harmonica.

) happened at  the
IMatheW Caine  \yjilits Community

Features Writer

mathew@uwillitsweekly.com Theatre. GangSpil, an

entertaining duo  of

Danish folk performers, thrilled the crowd, who

braved the weather, with their spirited violin

and accordion (sometimes harmonica) duets
of venerable Scandinavian tunes.

Kristian Bugge and Sonnich Lydom took
the attendees on a musical journey around
their homeland, explaining the origins of the
songs and humorous anecdotes of the region.
Gangspil, whose name refers to the giant
capstans on sailing ships, got the people off
their seats to have them dance around the
duo on stage, as well as leading them in
the chorus of a song about the subterfuge
involved in sneaking a suitor into a windmill, in
a sack, in order to court the miller’s daughter.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Although their songs were in a tongue that very few of et eorios.
the locals understand, Gangspil proved that music is a Kristian Bugge and
universal language. Sonnich Lydom

- . o , late entertaini

Wilits Community Theatre, in its quest to fill the ety s bario
playhouse with music, plays, spoken word, and poetry, Danish homeland
and to minimize down time at the facility, has been booking and folk tales that

local and touring bands throughout the year. have inspired some

) . of their songs.
The entertainment began with the mother/daughter duo

of Linda and Pearl with their off-the-cuff brand of song,
poetry, and dance. Next up last fall was a wildly successful
night with Malakai Schindel, Sarah Rose, Forrest Glyer
and friends. They will be returning May 6 with a new set of
remarkable music. Local funk group, Funkacillin delighted
their fans in the fall and got them up dancing.

Next up, the fantastic blues guitarist, Blue Luke, will be
taking the stage on March 25, followed by The Real Sarahs,
Bug Guts, Ramana Viera, Clay Hawkins, The Dry Branch
Fire Squad, and many more as they become available.

The Willits Community Theatre strives to present the best
of local and touring talent. More information on upcoming
concerts can be found at: www.wctperformingartscenter.
org/.

You're made for more career growth. That's why we've created a variety of opportunities for nurses like you who

love making a difference as you advance your career. We're hiring nurses at all levels of experience across our three
hospitals in Fort Bragg, Ukiah and Willits. It’s more than another job, it’s a chance to cross-train as you grow the career

of your dreams. We even offer generous benefits and up to a $25,000 relocation incentive.

N2
Adventist Health\\

Learn more at
AdventistHealthMendocino.org/NursingCareers
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