
City hall was 
packed for 

economic 
summit

A crowd of about 
150 people packed into 
the Willits City Hall on 
January 31 to participate 
in the Mendocino County 
Economic Summit.

The event was hosted by 
the Economic Development 
and Financing Corporation 
with the intent of gathering 
together groups from all 
over the county to “chart the 
path forward for our local 
economy.”

The summit has been 
taking place since the early 
1990s at various places in 
the county, though not every 
year.
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Precipitation in the Willits area as of February 20
(Note: Willits Weekly’s “rain year” started September 29, with the first local rains.)

National Weather Service, Willits Howard Ranger Station 37.36” 
as of 2/20/2019 at 12 pm
Mendocino College North County Center 31.29” 
as of 2/20/2019 at 12 pm
Willits sewer plant 36.77” 
as of 2/20/2019 at 12 pm  
High Horse Ranch 30.99” 
as of 2/20/2019 at 12 pm
Pine Mountain 30.10 
as of 2/20/2019 at 12 pm  
Highway 20, Willits 38.31” 
as of 2/20/2019 at 12 pm
Lucky Monkey’s Ranch, 2 miles west of Willits  32.09” 
as of 2/19/2019 at 11 pm

Get your 2019 
phone book!

It’s for you!
The 2019 Willits Community 
Telephone Directory, that is!

No matter your level of technological interest, everyone can enjoy the 2019 phone book created by Soroptimist International of Willits.

Photos by 
Maureen 

Moore

Need a phone number for Timmy’s aunt? What’s the 
address of ol’ Mrs. Smith down the street? Where’s an 
application for one of the Soroptimist International of 
Willits scholarships? Where’s an easy map of Willits or 
Brooktrails? While the internet can be helpful for some 
things, there’s still many reasons to enjoy using the locally 
made, community-focused and useable-with-no-electricity 
Willits Community Telephone Directory! 

This year’s book is out today – 3,000 copies will be 
distributed through Willits Weekly, but there’s another 
1,000 copies around town, too. Check the Savings Bank 
of Mendocino County, the Willits Chamber of Commerce, 
or the Willits Library for additional copies. Soroptimist 
International of Willits publishes the book every year as a 
fundraiser for their club which offers scholarships, awards 
and more to women and girls in the Willits community. 

– Maureen Moore

Above: 
The sunset 
made the 
white snow 
atop Mt. 
Sanhedrin 
glow and 
glisten 
just before 
setting 
for the 
night on 
Monday. 
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Pot grow 
proposed

for Remco

Willits Director of 
Community Development 
Dusty Duley confirmed last 
week that the City of Willits 
has received an application 
for a 10,000-square-
foot cannabis cultivation 
operation to be sited at the 
old Remco facility, located 
at 934 South Main Street. 
The large industrial facility 
sits across Main Street from 
Safeway on the west side of 
the Willits Arch.

The cultivation 
application was signed by 
board members of GNT 
Industries, a corporation 
with an address in Brea, in 
Southern California. GNT 
Industries, incorporated in 
July 2018, lists an “agent” 
and two board members 
with Willits addresses.

Building co-owner 
Ed Mitchell confirmed a 
cultivation application had 
been submitted for the 
old Remco site. When 
asked if he and Remco 
site co-owner, former 
Willits Mayor Bruce Burton 
were planning to open a 
cannabis dispensary on the 
site, Mitchell said: “No. We 
aren’t going to do that.”

Burton identified 
Mitchell’s son, James 
Mitchell, as project manager 

Sanhedrin, 
La Vida 

featured
at school board

The February 13 Willits 
Unified School District’s 
Board of Trustees meeting 
at Sanhedrin Alternative 
Vocational High School was 
as much presentation as 
business; demonstrations 
of good things happening 
at Sanhedrin and La Vida 
Charter School took the 
limelight.

Sanhedrin school director 
Jeffrey Ritchley began the 
evening with a surprise 
diploma for graduating 
senior Giovanni Alvarez.

Ritchley went on to 
report the good news that 
Sanhedrin “had received 
a letter” from the Western 
Association of Schools and 
Colleges, the accrediting 
body for the western region 
of the United States, granting 
the school accreditation for 
the next six years.

Beyond accreditation, 
Sanhedrin has undergone 
nothing less than a 
transformation in the 
last three years – from a 
continuation high school to 
an alternative vocational 
high school.

“There’s been no building 
we’ve put more change 
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Three held for 
Rite Aid drug 

theft after  
100 mph chase

Three out-of-county men 
were arrested February 16 
after they allegedly robbed 
the Willits Rite Aid store of 
several thousand narcotic 
prescription pills, then led 
police on a 100 mph chase 
down Highway 101.

The suspects, 23-year-
old Dejoa Ray Shawn Larue 
and 21-year-old Jakell Malik 
Watts, both of Sacramento, 
and 18-year-old Eural 
Strickland IV of Carmichael, 
reportedly entered the store 
in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street shortly after 4 
pm, their faces hidden by 
bandanas, then jumped 
the pharmacy department 
counter and demanded 
drugs, according to a Willits 
Police Department press 
release.

“The men took what they 

Law 
enforcement 

reports
Willits man trespasses 
on roof of home

Joshua Smith, 26, of 
Willits was arrested at about 
5 am on Friday, February 
15 after sheriff’s deputies 
found him crawling on the 
roof of a home in the 500 
block of Acorn Place.

Deputies had been 
dispatched to the area to 
investigate a report of a 
man trying to gain access 
to the home; when they 
arrived, they found a dark 
blue Ford pickup blocking 
the driveway. Inside the 
truck was what appeared to 
be a short-barreled assault 
rifle partially covered by a 
piece of clothing, according 
to sheriff’s Sgt. Joseph 
DeMarco.

While combing the area, 

– Dan McKee
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What do  
YOU think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters 
from our readers

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events 
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents 
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of 
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to 
once every four weeks. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits, 
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must 
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although 
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No 
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a 
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS
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Valentine’s Dinner
Diners enjoy dinner in a ‘romantic Italian villa’ at 

Seventh-day Adventist’s annual fundraiser
In the cover of darkness, someone “broke down the barriers, hooked their vehicle up to the 

trailer, and drove away with everything,” stated Tammy Long of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. The equipment belonged to the local chapter of The Pathfinders, 
an international youth organization sponsored by the church. 

Club members had just returned from a “Camporee” in the redwoods, 
and all their equipment was still in the trailer. They lost everything. Although 

they have funds pledged by the Adventist Conference of Northern California, they are still short 
of what they need in order to rebuild their camping supplies for the big Camporee coming up in 
August in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, a conference of over 52,000 youths and a like number of adults.

In order to aid in restoring the club’s equipment, the Seventh-day Adventist Church of Willits 
pledged the proceeds of their annual Valentine’s Dinner to the cause, which in the past had gone 
to their now-closed school. 

The dinner is a longstanding annual fundraiser run by the very creative people of the church. 
For the dinner each year, they transform the school gymnasium on Bray Road into an “Italian villa,” 
with hanging lights, décor and ambience in order to create a memorable dining experience – this 
year, for those adventurous enough to brave February 14’s intermittent deluges and occasional 
sleet.

The food, supervised as usual by the very organized Margaret Smith, was a delightful mix of 
mostly salads and pastas, including regular spaghetti, whole-wheat spaghetti, gluten-free pasta, 
and valentine heart-shaped pasta with an all-vegetarian selection of sauces: marinara, Alfredo 
and arrabbiata spicy. 

Diners could have one selection or mix and match the pastas and sauces in the continuous 
pasta and salad bars. There was also a baked vegetarian ziti for those who wanted something 
different. Vegan dishes were made available as well. The dessert table was full of attractive and 
tasty treats. 

Upon entering the villa, each of the diners and 
families were greeted by a well-dressed maître 

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Read the rest of
Valentine’s Over on Page 9

Above, from left: Georgine Hultz enjoys the evening that she helped organize. Attendees at this year’s 
Valentine’s Dinner braved the rain to enjoy a great meal and help the Pathfinders youth group raise money to 
replace their camping gear which was stolen last year. Margaret Smith, one of the organizers of the dinner, 
tends to the food tables, featuring many pasta and sauce options, a salad bar, and a divine dessert table. At 
right: The dessert table is packed full of delicious cakes, pies, cookies and cupcakes. Jack Bothwell, 92, with 
daughter and son-in-law, Pat and Wendell Wilson, are appropriately dressed in red for the Valentine’s Dinner. 
Sarah Cole and Jessie Anguiano with their kids, Josiah and Jessie, Jr. were the youngest family at this 
year’s Valentine’s Dinner hosted by the Seventh-day Adventist Church of Willits. Two attendees smile for the 
camera at the valentine photo booth.

deputies learned the Sheriff’s Office had 
received a 911 call from Joshua Smith, who 
said he was in the area and being chased 
by unknown people. Deputies found Smith 
crawling on the roof of the house, DeMarco 
said. 

Smith was determined to be under the 
influence of a controlled substance and 
arrested. The keys to the pickup were 
discovered in his pocket.

Inside the truck, deputies found a loaded 
assault rifle and a black ski mask, DeMarco 
said.

Smith was taken to county jail on suspicion 

of being under the influence of a controlled 
substance while in possession of an assault 
rifle, and felony possession of an assault 
weapon.

Bail was set at $15,000.
This report was based on a press release from 
the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office.

Cannon explodes, injuring man
An unidentified Holly Street resident was 

seriously injured just after 6 pm on Tuesday, 
February 19 when a homemade cannon 
exploded while he was attempting to load it.

As a safety precaution, Willits police officers 
closed evacuated residents of an 
apartment complex in the 200 block 
of Holly Street, according to WPD 
Sgt. Ricco McCoy.

The victim was treated at the 
scene, then airlifted to an out-
of-town hospital for advanced 
treatment, the WPD press release 
said. His condition is not known.

The incident remains under 
investigation.
This report was based on a press 
release from the Willits Police 
Department. 

A variety of community stakeholders 
attended, including local business 
owners, nonprofit representatives, 
government workers, economic 
specialists, and several elected officials.

The event featured keynote speakers 
as well as “breakout group” sessions, 
where attendees broke off to focus on 
nine areas of interest with titles such 
as “poverty alleviation,” “housing,” and 
“entrepreneurship.”

EDFC Executive Director Heather 
Gurewitz led off the proceedings.

“We have a broad spectrum of 
participants today,” she noted. “Some 
of you work directly in economic 
development as your primary mission, 
and for some of you it’s something that 
you impact through the work you do in 
other fields.

“By bringing all the partners together 
today we hope to really approach it 
from a very global view and look at 
what everyone’s doing in this county to 
improve the economy of Mendocino and 
also to look at what we can do better in 
the future.”

Three keynote speakers followed 
Gurewitz, addressing strategies to 
encourage and stimulate business in the 
county.

The first, Keith Taylor, is a research 
professor and community development 
specialist based with UC Davis. Taylor 
emphasized building up the local 
business community from within, 
rather than engaging in what he called 
“smokestack chasing” – essentially 
seeking big businesses to come in and 
set up shop to produce more jobs.

“In terms of our economic development 
toolbox, we’re only digging into one 
tool really,” he said, “this attraction and 
retention idea. There’s surely got to be 
more tools out there, right? It’s this idea 
that we keep revering these job creators 
– ‘Please come to our community, you’re 
going to help us, you’re going to make 
us better.’ And there’s this implied social 
contract.

“But what happens when we automate 
the economy? What I find is, we end up 
making excuses for these folks that lay 
off all these people in our communities. 
They just got all these wonderful 
subsidies and what not, and the excuse 
is: ‘It’s just how the markets work, man. 
This is business.’ And in my mind, I’m 
thinking, ‘Why are we giving money to 
the folks that don’t really care about 
us?’”

Taylor praised the cooperative model 
for communities to look at in terms of 
expanding business opportunities.

“There is this sleeping giant in our 
economy that we’re not really engaging 
with,” he said. “Small businesses have a 
harder time in rural areas. How are they 
going to compete against big investor-
owned firms like Amazon? How are they 
going to get scale and economic power?

“If they can connect to a purchasing 
co-op, they can do a lot. Your Do It Best 
store here is able to compete against 
Home Depot, all these other companies, 
because they’re part of this bigger 
purchasing cooperative.”

Keynoters Susan Brown and 
Heidi Pickman, representatives from 
the California Association for Micro 
Enterprise Opportunity, agreed with 
Taylor that strategies emphasizing 
local skills and talent were the keys to 
success.

“We’re here to talk about the local 
entrepreneurial ecosystem,” said 
Pickman, “and I want to thank Dr. 
Taylor for giving us the perfect intro 
and making the case for why a strong, 
local entrepreneurial ecosystem is 
important. Basically, it’s developing 
the entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial 

talent in your community and not going 
outside. And it is a shift in how people 
normally do economic development.”

After the breakout session groups, 
time was set aside for “cross-
pollination,” where people from various 
groups mingled to talk about the topics 
they had discussed and how they were 
interconnected.

Lastly, Gurewitz returned to the 
podium to allow audience members to 
share some of the important things that 
stood out to them during the event.

Scott Perkins, who works in the 
community development department 
for the City of Fort Bragg, facilitated the 
“Local Employers Focus Group.”

Perkins said that for his group and 
many others there were a couple of 
subjects that kept coming up in terms of 
the biggest challenges facing the county.

“[At] our table, we came up with two 
sort of overwhelming common themes 
as we discussed amongst ourselves 
with our earlier break-out groups,” 
he said. “And [one was] workforce 
development, which can take a couple 
different forms. It can be education 
and training; transportation; child care; 
access to technology.

“And one thing that came up that would 
be really helpful is better collaboration 
between our schools – whether they be 
public schools at the high school level, 
community colleges or workforce training 
organizations – and their partnerships 
with specific industries.

“The second one that came up with 
pretty much every group was housing,” 
Perkins continued. “And that goes to the 
workforce conversation quite a bit, too.”

At one point an attendee suggested 
the main ideas gathered during the 
summit be summed up and shared with 
the county board of supervisors to urge 
them to act.

“I’d like to second [that] invitation,” 
2nd District Supervisor John McCowen 
responded. “Put pressure on the board 
of supervisors, by all means – and your 
city councils. Not only put pressure and 
say, ‘Here’s a big problem, you’ve got 
to fix it.’ When there’s something that’s 
coming forward on the agenda that will 
help fix it, show up and support what 
that issue is. Because you can be sure 
the people who don’t want anything to 
change will be there.

“So, if you want to see certain things 
happen in your community, it really helps 
if you turn out and support it.”

In addition to McCowen, three other 
county supervisors also attended the 
summit: John Haschak, Carre Brown 
and Ted Williams.

There were also at least five city 
council members from around the 
county there, including Madge Strong 
from Willits, as well as two officials from 
Assemblyman Jim Wood’s office.

Other groups represented included 
the Coyote Valley and Cahto tribes, 
the Arts Council of Mendocino County, 
Mendocino County Film Commission, 
Visit Mendocino County, county 
Chambers of Commerce, the Skunk 
Train, and Mendocino College.

In an interview afterwards, Gurewitz 
said she felt the summit overall was a 
big success, with a higher turnout than 
expected and community members that 
were very engaged.

“It was beyond my expectations 
today,” she said. “I really feel like the 
community showed up. I feel like the 
organizations showed up. People were 
here wanting to go forward. So that 
energy really means a lot.… It makes 
my job easier.”

She added that EDFC will likely 
continue to host Mendocino County 
economic summits in the future – every 
other year or so – or perhaps more often 
if the community feels there is a need.

The rest of
Summit From Page 1

The rest of
Reports From Page 1

Thank you
To the Editor:
I found a “Thank you” letter printed in the 
February 25, 2016 edition of Willits Weekly 
to “all” who made Edie’s 108th birthday party 
luncheon at the Willits Senior Center such a 
success. It ended with: “There could very well 
be a 109th party next year!“
Well, just look at what has happened since! 
A 109th birthday luncheon party at the Willits 
Senior Center with a room full of people 
wishing Edie another Happy Birthday!
At 110 years, Edie became a super centenarian, 
and was again honored at a Willits Senior 
Center luncheon. Adventist Health Howard 
Hospital treated Edie with limousine service 
and a birthday cake basked by Chef Kyle 
Evans, complete with 110 candles.
When lit, the cake was a beautiful sight, and 
Edie had help blowing out all those candles. 
She was honored with proclamations from the 
City of Willits, the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors, the Sheriff’s Office, and letters 
from various elected officials. 
Family and friends traveled from far and near 
to honor this beautiful lady. Would there be a 
111th birthday party? 
Well, yes there was! It was a splendid beautiful 
snowy day. I told Edie the snow was in honor of 
this second year of being a super centenarian. 
She laughed and thought it was funny there 
was snow on her birthday.
The sun came out, and once again, the Willits 
Senior Center’s dining room filled with well-
wishers for Edie. Cousins Lee and Chuck 
Persico, along with Bruce Burton, each 
had some “Edie history” they shared with 
the attendees. City of Willits Mayor Gerry 
Gonzalez presented Edie with a proclamation. 
There were many people who came up to Edie 
to extend their greetings and congratulations. 
My heartfelt “thank you” goes to the Willits 
Senior Center, Richard and Debra, and their 
great volunteers who made the regular lunch 

day a 111th birthday party for this beautiful lady.
Edie is so appreciative for all that is done for 
her. She does wonder why she is still here, and 
I tell her it is because God loves her and she 
is an example of beauty from the inside out. I 
love her so much. 
Again, thank you all for making Edie’s 111th 
birthday so special. She loved it, and enjoyed 
the people. Our town has been honored to 
have this super centenarian born and raised 
here. Very few towns have this honor!

Evelyn Persico and family, Willits 

Cupcake Wars coming up 
To the Editor:
The Willits United Methodist Church, 286 
School Street, is hosting Willits High School’s 
annual Cupcake Wars on Saturday, March 16 
from 2 to 4 pm. This fun event is open to the 
public. The entry fee is $1 to get in and just 
look – the cupcake are awesome to behold. 
And they are available to purchase, for $2 
each, $10 for a half-dozen, or $20 for a dozen. 
The Jr. Boosters will provide bakery boxes for 
a small fee.
A person can also purchase voting tickets for 
$1 each. The categories are: Best Decorated, 
Best Taste, Best Table Decorated, and 
People’s Choice. Prizes will include $50 for 
Best Table, Best Decorated Cupcake, Best 
Tasting Cupcake, and People’s Choice.
Entry forms are to be turned in by March 8 to 
Willits High School Jr. Boosters, 299 North 
Main Street, Willits, and the entry fee is $20 
per table.
Each participant needs to make a minimum of 
24 cupcakes. To enter, please contact Christy 
Wisdom or Jennifer Barrett at 707-459-7700 for 
additional information. The proceeds from this 
fundraiser go to help the Willits High School 
junior class. These funds directly impact the 
high school students!

Lynn Williams, Willits



Pg. 4      Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Willits Weekly | February 21, 2019 Willits Weekly | February 21, 2019       Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Pg. 5

L I T T L E  L A K E  F I R E  P R O T EC T ION  D I S T R IC T

F I R E  CA L L S
February 13 to February 19, 2019

by LLFD Training Chief Eric Alvarez

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
February 11 to February 17

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
HOW  T O 

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are 

formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
1. Civil rights organization
 5. Cause to lose courage
10. Outside entertaining area
14. Botswana currency
15. Comedic Actor Tim
16. Barbary sheep
17. German river
18. Take
19. Catches
20. Eating houses
22. Consumed
23. Lawyers try them
24. Hugh Jackman character
27. Basics
30. No (Scottish)
31. Duct
32. Athlete who plays for pay
35. Unit of distance
37. Female bird
38. Predatory reptile
39. Regions
40. Dishonorable man
41. Dry white Italian wine
42. A way to understand
43. Actors’ organization
44. Beach hut
45. Disappointment
46. Police officer
47. Digital audiotape
48. Western Thai people

49. Of a polymer
52. Secret political clique
55. Sound unit
56. Cavalry sword
60. Whale ship captain
61. Eastern Austria spa town
63. Holds food
64. Filippo  __, Saint
65. Holds bottles of milk
66. Intestinal pouches
67. Arab ruler
68. Chicago political family
69. ‘Transparent’ actress  
       Kathryn

CLUES DOWN
 1. Detailed drawing
 2. Class of comb jellies
 3. Musical symbol
 4. Hall of Fame ballplayer  
     Rod
 5. Pouch
 6. Split
 7. Having wings
 8. Set aside
 9. Midway between  
     northeast and east
10. Daughter of Acrisius
11. Periods of time
12. Rapper Ice __
13. Any of several candies
21. Units of loudness

23. Central nervous system
25. Resinous secretion 
      of insects
26. 007’s creator
27. Separate from
28. Exposes to view
29. Harsh squeaking sound
32. Fishing vessel (Naut.)
33. Western Ukrainian city
34. The sea
36. Unhappy
37. Old miserable woman
38. Corn comes on it
40. Guinea pig-like mammal
41. Self-immolation by  
      fire rituals
43. Fifth note of a major scale
44. Automobile
46. Military title (abbr.)
47. Expunge
49. Chadic language Bura-__
50. Something you win
51. Grab
52. Town in Galilee
53. Polite interruption sound
54. Italian Seaport
57. La __ Tar Pits
58. ‘To __, his own’
59. Tom Clancy hero Jack
61. These three follow A
62. One of Napoleon’s  
      generals

ADVANCE
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AUTHOR
BINDING

BOOK
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CHARACTERS
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COPY
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EDITION
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PROOFREADER

PROTAGONIST
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Inspired by your
       quiet courage.

We are on this earth for a reason. Being brave doesn’t mean shouting about it to the world. It means standing up 
to life’s toughest challenges on your own terms. Young and old, time and again, you’ve shown us the healing power 
of hope. You, and all the courageous ones, inspire us to do more than practice medicine. You inspire us to transform lives.

See inspiration in action at AdventistHealth.org.

The 2019 Willits Science Fair displayed 
hundreds of student projects to the public at 
the Willits Community Center on February 
6 and 7, each exploring an interesting 
scientific question by designing a project to 
test a hypothesis, collecting data, and then 
making conclusions. 

A total of 76 individual, small group, and 
classroom projects 
by Willits students in 
grades three through 
12 qualified to go on 

to the Mendocino County Science Fair at 
Mendocino College on Saturday, March 30.

The snow day declared on Tuesday, 
February 5 made it quite a scramble to get 
all the projects set up and properly judged, 
said Science Fair coordinator Erin Vaccaro. 
But the many volunteers that organize – and 
judge – the projects made it happen. 

Busloads of Willits Unified School District 
students came to visit the Science Fair, many 
of them doing special activities assigned 
by their teachers, including a “scavenger 
hunt” for various elements displayed on the 
project poster boards. 

In addition to winning ribbons, including the 
gold “County Fair Qualifier” ribbons, projects 
also were selected for special awards, 
sponsored mostly by local businesses. One 
special award this year from the City of 
Willits, for “strong science in Water Quality,” 
which went to David Lockhart, grade 5, 
Willits Elementary Charter School, for his 
project “Where Should I Get My Water.” 

Lockhart asked the question, “Which 
town in my community has the best 
drinking water?” He tested water from 
Ukiah, Brooktrails, Laytonville, and Willits 
for various substances. After visiting the 
Willits water treatment plant, Lockhart 
hypothesized that Willits water would have 
the best results, “because it has the most 
technically advanced water treatment facility 
in the area.” His conclusion? “I figured out 
that Willits water is the healthiest, followed 
by Brooktrails, then Ukiah.” 

Lockhart got a certificate of excellence 
and a blue “City of Willits” baseball cap for 
his project, which will be on display at the 
city Water Department.
Editor’s Note: Look for the list of 2019 
Willits Science Fair Special Awards in next 
week’s paper. 

Young Scientists
76 Willits Science Fair projects qualify for the 

Mendocino County competition in March

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

See full list of 2019 Mendocino County Science Fair Qualifiers on page 8

At top, from left: Willow Dawn Widner’s “Lipids 
& Latex.” Ember Hetherington’s “Electrical 
Conductivity.” WECs students Tulsi, Sawyer, 
Ella and Tegan enjoy a visit to the Science Fair.
Above, left: Soren Pinelli’s “The Light Show.” 
Above right: “Germ Busters,” a class project by 
fourth-graders at Blosser Lane.
At left: David Lockhart, left, with his friend, 
Xander, won a special award from the City of 
Willits for his project, “Where Should I Get My 
Water?”
Below, left: Egypt Spence’s “Succulents: Ready, 
Set, Grow.” Below right: Mason Valente’s “The 
Water Cycle.”

Photos by Jennifer Poole

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department handled 191 incidents in this 
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

February 11
8:19 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 200 block of 
South Lenore Street.

8:39 am: Officers responded to a report 
of harassment in the 800 block of South 
Main Street.

1:20 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of Marcela 
Drive.

7:39 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 1200 block of 
South Main Street.

11:42 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of Marcela 
Drive.

February 12
7:27 am: Officers responded to a 

disturbance in the 100 block of Marcela 
Drive.

11:43 am: Officers responded to a report 
of harassment in the 1200 block of Locust 
Street.

11:53 am: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 100 block of 
Creekside Court.

1:23 pm: SILVA, Manuel Joe (58) 
of Willits was contacted in the 21000 
block of Meadowbrook Drive. He was 
arrested pursuant to 14601 VC (Driving 
with a Suspended License), 11364 H&S 
(Possession of Drug Paraphernalia), and 
1203.2 PC (Violation of Probation).

2:24 pm: THRILKILL, Mikayla Leeann 
(21) of Willits was contacted in the 1700 
block of South Main Street. She was 
arrested on misdemeanor charges of 
driving with a suspended license and 
disobeying a court order.

7:57 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 1300 block of 
South Main Street.

February 13
12:06 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 200 block of 
South Main Street.

8:16 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an assault in the 100 block of Page 
Court.

10:50 am: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

1:36 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of threats in the 1500 block of South Main 
Street.

3:09 pm: MARTIN, Danny Lee (54) of 
Willits was contacted in the 700 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 23152 VC (Driving Under the 
Influence) and on misdemeanor charges of 
driving with a blood alcohol content of 0.08 
percent or higher.

4:08 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 600 block of 
Hawthorne Lane.

4:29 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of trespassing in the 100 block of Madrone 
Street.

4:56 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of a suspicious person in the 200 block of 
School Street.

5:43 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Creekside Court.

6:10 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 100 block of 
Muir Lane.

February 14
1:14 am: Officers responded to a 

domestic disturbance in the 800 block of 
South Main Street.

7:28 am: Officers responded to a 
domestic disturbance in the 100 block of 
East Commercial Street.

12:14 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run 
vehicle collision investigation in the 1700 
block of South Main Street.

4:30 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of sexual assault in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

5:25 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

11:53 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 200 block of South Main 
Street.

February 15
7:07 pm: Officers initiated a missing 

person investigation in the 200 block of 
Madden Lane.

February 16
9:22 am: Officers responded to a report 

of vandalism in the 700 block of South Main 
Street.

4:15 pm: WATTS, Jakell Malik (21) of 
Sacramento, STRICKLAND, Eural IV 
(18) of Carmichael, and LARUE, Dejoa 
Rayshawn (23) of Sacramento arrested 
after an incident in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street. Watts was arrested pursuant 
to 211 PC (Robbery), and on felony 
charges of first degree robbery, burglary, 
evading a peace officer (reckless driving), 
and resisting a police officer. Strickland was 
arrested pursuant to 211 PC (Robbery), on 
felony charges of first degree robbery and 
evading a peace officer (reckless driving), 
and on misdemeanor charges of resisting a 
peace officer. Larue was arrested pursuant 
to 211 PC (Robbery), on felony charges 
of first degree robbery, evading a peace 
officer (reckless driving), resisting a police 
officer, and violation of parole, and on 
misdemeanor charges of possession of a 
controlled substance.

5:27 pm: CURTIS, Rickie Allen (45) 
of Willits was contacted in the 700 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 647 (F) PC (Public Intoxication), 
and on misdemeanor charges of disorderly 
conduct (alcohol) and violation of probation.

9:30 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance near the intersection of Pine 
Street and School Street.

February 17
1:20 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of an unwanted subject in the 1200 block of 
South Main Street.

7:08 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

7:42 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
Pine Street.

02-13-19  (Maize Place)  
Structure fire: Little Lake Fire responded 

to a reported structure fire; while en route 
Little Lake Fire was canceled by on scene 
fire units. 11 firefighters responded for 
service. 

02-13-19  (Baechtel Road) 
Medical call: Little Lake Fire responded 

to assist the current medic unit at scene 
with placing the patient back into bed. 6 
firefighters responded for service.  

02-14-19  (Ridgewood Road)
Chimney fire: Little Lake Fire responded 

to a reported chimney fire. Upon arrival no 
visible fire was observed. Fire units checked 
the attic for extension, no extension was 
found. 8 firefighters responded for service.  

02-17-19  (Blackhawk Drive)
Medical call: Little Lake Fire responded to 

a reported female in labor. Upon arrival fire 
personnel provided BLS care for the patient. 
Fire units then placed the patient into the 
duty officer’s vehicle and transported the 
patient approximately 1 mile up Blackhawk 
to the awaiting ambulance. Patient care 
was then transferred to the ambulance. 10 
firefighters responded for service.

02-19-19  (Holly Street) 
Explosion: Little Lake Fire responded 

to a reported explosion. Upon arrival one 
patient was treated for trauma injuries by 
firefighters and the medic unit at scene. 
The patient was then transported via 
ambulance to Howard Memorial Hospital. 
15 firefighters responded for service.  
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Thursday, February 21
Parenting Apart Workshop: “Looking for some 
solutions to increase quality of co-parenting with 
your ex-partner? Free, childcare included, and light 
snacks/refreshments. I am an accredited facilitator 
so if you need this course for court this will work! 
Please follow this link to register online and reserve 
your spot!” 10 am to 12 pm, at the Willits Family 
Resource Center, 474 East Valley Street. Each 
Thursday through March 7. Info eventbrite.com; 
search for “Parenting 
Apart” in Willits. 
Willits Farmers Market: 
Market is at the Little 
Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street, for the winter, 
Thursday, February 21, 
3 to 5:30 pm. Winter 
veggies, local meats, 
sausage and eggs, local 
grains, and savory and 
sweet baked goods, 
including handcrafted 
bread. More: gift items, 
dog treats, jams and jellies and savory preserves, 
olive oil and balsamic vinegar, fair trade chocolates, 
Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, knitted 
goods and jewelry, live music, free herb talk, the 
new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Sherwood Firewise Communities Call to Action 
Meeting: For Sherwood Corridor residents, 
Thursday, February 21, 6 to 8 pm at the Brooktrails 
Community Center. SFC is seeking volunteers for 
various working groups of Emergency Preparation, 
Communications, and Planning & Funding. Current 
status of various projects will be updated as well 
as plans for the future. “If you haven’t signed up for 
SFC or the SafetyNet (incident notification system 
to be completed by June 2019) please attend to 
receive valuable information about how you can 
help keep your home and our community safer 
before the 2019 fire season begins.” Info: info@
sherwoodfirewise.org. 
“Signs of Resilience: Eel River Chinook Salmon 
Trends”: The Now and Then Film Series at the 
Grange and the Eel River Recovery Project co-
present: “Signs of Resilience: Eel River Chinook 
Salmon Trends.” Thursday, February 21, 6:30 pm 
for trailers and shorts prior to the feature at 7 pm. 
“The Eel River in Northern California is arguably the 
best opportunity for wild 
salmon recovery on the 
entire west coast. There 
will be a panel discussion 
after the film hosted by 
ERRP to engage the 
audience on this urgent 
topic.” Donations of $5 to 
$20 or more to support the 
ongoing work of ERRP, 
the filmmakers and the 
Grange but no one will 
be turned away. Serving 
organic popcorn with 
real organic butter, and 
fair trade chocolate. Info: 
www.eelriverrecovery.
org, 707-223-7200.

“Clue – The Musical”: Willits Community Theatre, 
The audience members are invited to join in solving 
the crime in a live stage version of the popular board 
game. Runs through February 24. Friday, Saturday 
performances are at 7:30 pm for $25; Thursdays 
7:30 pm for $20; and Sunday matinees at 2 pm for 
$20. Advance tickets for all regular shows, available 

at Mazahar, 38 South 
Main Street; online at 
brownpaper t ickets .
com; or by phone 
24/7 at 800-838-3006. 
Tickets also available 
at the door until 
sold out. The WCT 
playhouse is located 
at 37 West Van Lane 
(behind Shanachie 
Pub).
Shanachie Pub: 

Wolf Tree. Thursday, February 21, 7 pm. “Wolf 
Tree brings solo Acoustic Americana / Alt Country 
to the intimate stage at 
Shanachie Pub.” No cover. 
50B South Main Street.

Friday, 
February 22
WEF Drive-Thru Tri-
Tip Dinner: The Willits 
Educational Foundation 
offers their annual drive-
thru tri-tip dinner, February 
22, pick up 4 to 6 pm at Willits FFA Ag Farm, 139 
North Main Street, across from the Taco House. $60 
dinner, feeds four, includes a whole tri-tip, Caesar 
salad, beans, Emandal bread, eight of Kathleen 
Lewis’ divine cookies, and a rose from Flowers 
by Annette. Tickets still available at: 
Cat’s Meow, 29 South Main Street or 
Yokum’s Body Shop, 1619 South Main 
Street. Last year’s dinner sold out! 
Free Movie Night: “The Greatest 
Showman” at Blosser Lane 
Elementary School, 1275 Blosser 

Lane, in the cafeteria. 
Friday, February 22, 6:30 
pm. Free admission, all 
ages; hosted by Blosser 
Lane PTO. Bring a 
blanket, a pillow, a lawn 
chair. Special opening performance by 
the Silbeira family.
“Clue – The Musical”: Friday, February 
22, 7:30 pm at Willits Community 
Theatre. See February 21 listing for 
details.
***Shanachie Pub: Singer-Songwriter 
Night. Friday, February 22, 9 pm. “Good 
friends led by Forrest Glyer of Schindig 
come together for a night of heartfelt 
original songs.” 50B South Main Street.

Saturday, February 23
Drip Irrigation for Beginners: “Want to grow 
your own food? Do you love to garden, but don’t 
because of high water 
cost? Are you tired of 
hand watering? If you 
answered yes to any of 
these questions, you 
must come to our Free 
Drip Irrigation Class, 
Saturday, February 23, 
11 am to 12:30 pm, at 
DripWorks, 190 San 
Hedrin Circle. Learn the necessary components of 
drip irrigation. Let us show yoGonzaleu how simple 
and effective drip irrigation is. Get help planning 
your system for your garden. Receive a gift for 
attending. Please RSVP for this event by calling 
459-6323 ext. 235.”
Wolf Tree: Live solo acoustic Americana featuring 
guitar, mandolin, and harmonica every fourth 

Sunday at Brickhouse 
Coffee, 3 South Main 
Street. This month: 
Saturday, February 23, 
11 am to 2 pm. No cover. 
Pinewood Derby: 
Willits Cub Scout Pack 
42 invites the public to 
its Pinewood Derby. 
Saturday, February 23, 5 
to 8 pm, Willits Center for 

the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street. Registration 5 
to 6 pm. Races start at 6 pm. Free fun for everyone, 
with a Kids Racing Area, and a Derby Car Practice 
Track.
“Clue – The Musical”: Saturday, February 23, 7:30 
pm at Willits Community Theatre. See February 21 

listing for details.
Shanachie Pub: Jon Gonzales. 
Saturday, February 23, 9 pm. “Ukulele-
strumming artist from San Francisco 
Bay Area, Jon Gonzales weaves ukulele 
folk-hooks with lyrical psychedelic satire. 
www.jongonzales.com/index.html. 50B 
South Main Street.

Sunday, February 24
Little Lake Grange Pancake Breakfast: 
“Join your friends at the Little Lake 

Grange pancake breakfast, 8 to 11 am, Sunday, 
February 24 (and every fourth Sunday 
through October). $8 buys you 
a plate of the best ‘scratch’ 
pancakes & local farm eggs to 
be found anywhere around. 
Our tasty breakfast is a 
wonderful combination 
of comfort foods.” 
Choose sourdough 
wholegrain, Hank’s 
Famous Buttermilk 
Pancakes or Gluten-

Free, Beeler’s Quality Bacon, organic local farm 
fresh eggs, real butter, juice, organic coffee or tea. 
$8; $7 seniors, $5 children under 10. Free breakfast 
for firefighter; one breakfast per official ID. Extra: 

sides of organic fruit, $2 to $3 
and Amish organic maple syrup, 
$1. Little Lake Grange #670, 291 
School Street (2 blocks south of 
Commercial Street; 1 block west 
of Main Street)
“Clue – The Musical”: Sunday, 
February 24, 2 pm at Willits 
Community Theatre. Closing 
performance. See February 21 

listing for details.

Tuesday, February 26
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All 
2D movies that are in their second week are $5 
on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all ages, 
all showings. This week’s Tightwad 
movies: “Alita: Battle Angel” and 
“Happy Death Day 2U.” Visit www.
noyotheatre.com or call 459-
6696 for showtimes. 57 
East Commercial Street.

Thursday, 
February 28
Parenting Apart Workshop: Thursday, February 
28, 10 am to 12 pm. Willits Family Resource 
Center, 474 East Valley Street. See February 
21 listing for details.
Willits Farmers Market: Market is at the Little 
Lake Grange, 291 School Street, for the winter, 
Thursday, February 21, 3 to 5:30 pm. Winter 
veggies, local meats, sausage and eggs, 
local grains, and savory and sweet baked 
goods, including handcrafted bread. More: gift 
items, dog treats, jams and jellies and savory 
preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, fair 
trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea, 
fire cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live 
music, free herb talk, the new edition of Willits 
Weekly, and more.

Friday, March 1
Coffee & Conversation: Come by and discuss 
legislation, get help with a state agency, or 
just stop by and say hello, with Assemblyman 
Jim Wood. Food and refreshment provided. 

Friday, March 1, 2 to 3:30 pm. 
Willits Senior Center, 1501 

Baechtel Road. More info, 
call Wood’s Mendocino 
County office at 707-
463-5770.

“Wild in the Middle”: 
Willits Center for the 
Arts presents “Wild 
in the Middle,” art 
from Baechtel Grove 

Middle School art 

students. Opening day, Friday, March 1, 5 to 7:30 
pm. Through March 22. 71 East Commercial Street. 
Gallery hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 11 am 
to 5 pm. Info: 459-1726; www.willitscenterforthearts.
org. 

Saturday, March 2
”California Landscapes”: The Willits Center 
for the Arts opens its new exhibit, “California 
Landscapes” Saturday, March 2, 6 pm for members, 
7 pm open to the public. This exhibit features the 
work of Laura Corben, Betty Hanson, Ann Maglinte, 
John Shlichta, Sandy Strong, Marjo Wilson, Lynne 
Whiting and Robert Yelland. Show runs through 
March 24. 71 East Commercial Street.

Sunday, March 3
Tempest: Celtic Rock: The Celtic Rock band 
Tempest brings its high-energy fusion music 

to Willits Community Theatre on March 3 at 
3 pm. “Tempest has delivered a globally-
renowned hybrid of Folk Rock sounds, 
fusing Irish reels, Scottish ballads, 
Norwegian influences and other world 
music elements.” Advance tickets: $20, 

available in person at Mazahar, 
38 South Main Street; online 
at brownpapertickets.com; 

or by phone 24/7 
at 1-800-838-3006. 
Tickets also available 
at the door until 
sold out. The Willits 
Community Theatre 
is located at 37 West 

Van Lane (behind Shanachie Pub).

AT THE MOVIES

‘Alita:  
Battle Angel’

The Story: Manga-inspired cyborg-driven 
science fiction. The head of a cyborg-girl 
is rescued from a massive junk pile. She’s 
resurrected by Dr. Ido (Christopher Waltz). 

She has no memory of 
who she is, or where she 
came from. The doctor 
names her Alita. She’s an 

angel of innocence. She makes friends. She 
uncovers mysteries. She’s challenged by ugly 
cyborgs and metal monstrosities who sneer 
and say nasty things. A very bad choice. Alita 
is way more than she seems … way more! 
She’s a Battle Angel!
My Thoughts: The screenplay was co-written 
by James Cameron, the well-known creator of 
“Terminator/Terminator 2/Avatar.” He’s kept it 
simple. Good 
guys versus 
ruthless sadistic 
bad guys. That’s 
OK. The simple 
plot allows us to 
focus on, and 
be blown away 
by, visionary 
photo-realistic 
CG creations. 
The protagonist 
Alita (voiced 
and acted by 
Rosa Salazar) 
is an animated 
character, yet 
believably “there” as a real person. She’s 
uncanny, and sympathetic, and I reacted 
to her emotions as if I were watching a real 
live person. This flick excites – it’s brilliantly 
conceived and drawn by experts in the movie-
making art. My chief grumble about the movie: 
At 2 hours in length, the flick felt too short. 
And unfortunately, “Alita: Battle Angel” is only 
part one. I can’t wait for part two.
Parents: The flick is PG. It’s violent. Not for 
little children. Teens and up.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

What’s Happening Around Town Little John’s Place: Every Wednesday Pool Tournament 12:30 
pm, $5 buy-in. Wednesdays, 3:30 to 5 pm, we’ll buy the pizza, 
you buy the beer. Thursdays, Pool Tournaments starting at 
5:30 pm. 383 South Main Street. 459-5636.  facebook.com/
littlejohnsplace/.
Free Herb Talks: Every Thursday, 4 pm, at the Little Lake 
Grange, 291 School Street. The Mendocino Herb Guild.
“Pure Imagination”: Lynn Zachreson, Oils and Watercolors, 
and David Weitzman, Jewelry. At the Willits Center for the Arts 
71 East Commercial Street. The show runs through February 
24. Gallery hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 11 am to 5 pm. 
Roots Engine House Tours: Docent-led tour of the Engine 
House most Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 am to 4:30 pm. 
Join a Roots of Motive Power docent to view classic motorcars, 
a steam train engine, and more – up close.
Weekly Meditation Class: Tuesdays 12 to 1 pm. The Muse, 34 
East San Francisco Avenue. By donation. Sarah Garney leads 
The Gayatri Mantra with a short talk.
Marijuana Anonymous 12 Step meeting: Every Tuesday at 6 
pm. Meeting place is the Back Alley building in Catherine Lane, 
directly behind the United Methodist Church, which is at the 
corner of School and Pine, right across from the Grange.
“Believe”: Alcohol Ink paintings by Julie Bullock, alcohol 
ink art. Brickhouse Coffee, 3 East Commercial Street. Each 
painting is a one of a kind, as she does not offer prints of 
any of her original paintings. More info: www.facebook.com/
DbDesigns17, instagram.com/dbdesigns17.
Marta Alonso Canillar: Well-known local artist shows her rich 
oil paintings. ReEvolution Gallery, 15 West Mendocino Street. 
”Promise of Paradise”: “In celebration and acknowledgement 
of the people who launched this watershed movement in 
local history a half-century ago,” KZYX Radio 91.5 FM is now 
airing “Promise of Paradise: Back to the Land Oral Histories 
of Mendocino County,” every Thursday at 3:30 pm. Visit: 
www.kzyx.org/programs/promise-paradise to listen previous 
episodes. 
Vintage Toys Exhibit: The Mendocino County Museum, 
400 East Commercial Street, hosts an exhibit of vintage toys. 
Runs through March 18, 2019. Explore toys of the past. Open 
Wednesday through Sunday. 10 am to 4:30 pm. Info: 459-2736.
Brown Bag Lunch Program: Lunch served to the hungry in the 
City Park across from the Willits Police Station every Saturday 
at 1 pm. If rain: Under the overhang at City Hall, across the 
street. Served by various community-minded organizations. 
For information, call the Food Bank at 459-3333.
Boomer’s Friday Night Karaoke: 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday of every 
month, Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 Highway 101, Laytonville. 9 
pm to 1 am. No Cover. 21+ Please bring I.D. Hosted by DJ-Ken 
Steely Entertainment with KJ/DJ-Ken Steely & Anna. Come for 
dinner, stay for the fun. 
Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings at Howard Memorial 
Hospital: Held once a week on Mondays, 6 to 7 pm in the 
Seabiscuit Conference Room. Open to everyone and anyone 
who needs support recovering from alcoholism. Info: Cici at 
456-3591 
Willits Farmers Market: Indoors at the Little Lake Grange, 291 
School Street, winter hours: 3 to 5:30 pm. Winter veggies, local 
meats, sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory and sweet 
baked goods, including handcrafted bread. More: gift items, 
dog treats, jams and jellies and savory preserves, olive oil and 
balsamic vinegar, fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, 
tea, fire cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, the 
new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
Emandal Chorale: The Chorale is open to all who wish to sing 
a cappella songs of peace and justice. Every Wednesday from 
5 to 6:30 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Info: 
367-1573.
Friday Potluck Bingo: Harrah Senior Center presents Potluck 
Bingo on Friday nights. Doors open at 5 pm; games begin at 
5:30 pm. Minimum bingo buy-in $5. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 
459-6826. 
Weekly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group: Every 
Thursday, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the Conference Room at Willits 
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-1941.
German Conversation Class: Ongoing non-denominational 
German conversation/book reading class is open to new 
members (middle to advanced German speakers). No charge, 
but donations gladly accepted. St. John Lutheran Church, 24 
Mill Creek Drive. Mondays from 7 to 8:30 pm. Info: Doris Wier, 
456-9246.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday 
at 6:30 pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 
456-9425 or honemann@yahoo.com.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint 
Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East 
Commercial Street. Every 2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone 
is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Willits Library Activities: Tuesdays: 3:30 to 4:15 pm, “The 
Storyteller”: fun interactive stories. Wednesdays: 11 to 11:45 
am “Play Group,” and 3 to 4:30 pm “Lego Day” (bring your 
imagination and start building); Fridays: 3:30 to 4:30 pm 
“Therapeutic Coloring.” Willits Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street. Info: 459-5908.
Willits Seed Lending Library: Offering information on seed 
saving and gardening. Seeds of flowers, herbs, and vegetables 
are free to seed library members, and seed donations are 
gladly accepted.
Drop-In Knitting Circle: Every Saturday of the month, 
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East 
Commercial Street. “Bring your own projects or your yarn and 
needles; we have people who should be able to help solve 
problems and/or help you learn to knit or crochet. Sign-ups are 
not necessary – everyone is welcome to drop in.” Info: Lotus 
Baker at 456-9037, or lotusb3@earthlink.net.
Soroptimist International of Willits: Women’s service club 
aimed at the betterment of girls and women. Meets second 
and third Tuesdays of every month, noon to 1 pm, at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church Hall, 24 Mill Creek Drive. Women 
interested in community service are welcome; new members 
are encouraged to join at any time.
Weekly Life Changes Discussion and Support Group: 
Wednesdays from 10 to 11:30 am. In the Conference Room at 
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from Smoking” 
class sponsored by Adventist Health Howard Memorial. Every 
Wednesday at AHHM’s Roots Restaurant, 1 Marcela Drive, 6 to 
7 pm. Register today: 540-4208. Walk-ins are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body Works 
Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 3 to 5 pm. Karate: Thursday, Little Dragons-
ages 3 to 6, 5:15 to 6 pm. Youth Karate-ages 6 to 11, 6 to 
7 pm; Tweens to Adults-ages 11 and up, 7 to 8:30 pm. All 
SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or Mike Tobin: 
354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Tuesdays, 7 pm: “Wabi Sabi” with host 
Mitchell Holman, formerly of It’s A Beautiful Day (“Whitebird”) 
features different artists every week. Singer-songwriter Aaron 
Ford every first Thursday at 7:30 pm. No cover. Jazz Night 
every second and fourth Thursday. 8 pm. “Local musicians … 
take jazz standards and infuse them with funk, hip hop, world, 
and free form jamming. The outcome is unexplainable.” Open 
Mic Night every Wednesday. Sign up for the lottery for 20 
minute time slots from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to 7:30 pm. 
Music starts at 8 pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians and 
performers from around the world, often turning into an evening 
full of unexpected surprises.” Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main 
Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm 
at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh 
fruits and vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs, 
handcrafted clothing, live music and much more.

Ongoing Events

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Coming Soon:

CAPTAIN MARVEL

ALITA:
BATTLE ANGEL

(PG13) 2 hrs 2 mins
Fri:

3:40, 6:20 & 9:00pm
Sat:

1:00, 3:40, 6:20 & 9:00pm
Sun:

2:40, 5:20 & 8:00pm
Mon-Thurs:

5:20 & 8:00pm

HOW TO TRAIN 
YOUR DRAGON 3

(PG) 1 hr 44 mins
Fri:

3:15, 5:45 & 8:15pm
Sat:

12:45, 3:15, 5:45 & 8:15pm
Sun:

2:15, 4:45 & 7:15pm
Mon-Thurs:

4:45 & 7:15pm

HAPPY DEATH DAY 
2U
(PG13) 1 hr 40 mins

Fri:
4:15, 6:30 & 8:45pm

Sat:
2:00, 4:15, 6:30 & 8:45pm

Sun:
3:15, 5:30 & 7:45pm

Mon-Thurs:
5:30 & 7:45pm

Movie Times for 2/22 thru 2/28                                 Tightwad Tuesday Titles for Feb. 26th are in RED - All tickets: $5

WILLITS
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
DR. FRED S. JACOBS D.V.M. • DR. TEJ NAGRA D.V.M.

VETERINARIANS
SMALL ANIMAL PRACTICE

459-6723 or 459-4634
20000 Hollands Lane, WILLITS, CA 95490

February is
Dental Month!

Dental Discount
All Month Long - 15% OFF!

Call to schedule your appointment!
Free dental exams and estimates!

Online: www.basroofing.com Email: basroofing@live.com    W.C. & G.L. insuredCa. Lic # 927007       

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Serving areas of Mendocino, 
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Residential 
& Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

SPONSORED BY ROTARY CLUB OF WILLITS
& WILLITS HARRAH SENIOR CENTER

The 12th Annual

MC FOR THE EVENING - TOM ALLMAN
Friday, March 8, 2019

5:30 to 7:00 PM
SENIOR CENTER - 1501 BAECHTEL ROAD

Taste and vote for your favorite Chili.
Fresh Baked Corn Bread Muffins,

Root Beer Floats, Hot Dogs
& Brownies Available
Taster Tickets

Adults $10 • Children $6
Senior Center Members $8

Enter Your Favorite Chili!
$50 Registration Fee for Half Table
$100 Registration Fee for Full Table

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 459-6826

Senior 
Center 
Lunch

Week of 
February 25 

through March 1
Monday: Beef 
Stew with 
Dumplings 
Tuesday:  
Meat Loaf
Wednesday: 
Turkey Pot Pie
Thursday: Chili & 
Cornbread
Friday: TBD

Harrah Senior 
Center serves 
lunch five days per 
week from 11:45 
am to 1 pm. $6.50 
for those 55 and 
older; $8 for those 
under 55. Includes 
soup, salad, 
entrée, vegetable, 
dessert, and 
drink. Salad Bar 
available all year. 
1501 Baechtel 
Road. Info: 459-
6826.

‘Movers and 
Shakers:  

Know Your Muscles’
March 5

Avenues to Wellness speaker 
series presents: “Movers and 
Shakers: Know Your Muscles!” 
By Diane Smalley, L.Ac., Tuesday 
March 5, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. Willits 
Center for the Arts, 71 East 
Commercial Street. Free to the 
public, donations appreciated. “Can 
you say “sternocleidomastoid”? If 
not, it’s partly because our muscles 
have dinosaur names and they 
are foreign to us. Muscles are 
responsible for every action we 
take. They serve us well. We owe 
them familiarity and attention. 
They allow us to age well, enjoy 
life and live pain-free. In fact all 
pain has a muscle component.” 
Presentation by Diane Smalley 
of Abundant Health Acupuncture 
and Herbs. Avenues to Wellness 
is a community-based wellness 
program of the Frank R. Howard 
Foundation. They offer a speaker 
series the first Tuesday of the 
month at the Willits Center or the 
Arts. Visit: avenuestowellness.org 
for an online archive of past events. 
Information: 456-9676.

Volunteer Today to Help Your 
Community 

Willits Chamber of Commerce is looking for volunteers. “Are 
you enthusiastic about your town? Are you excited to share your 
knowledge with locals and visitors? Do you have a few hours to 
share your enthusiasm for your town? The Willits Chamber of 
Commerce is looking for you. We have volunteer opportunities 
available with flexible hours and days in our office located at the 
Skunk Train Depot.” Contact the Chamber office at 459-7910 or 
info@willits.org.

Senior 
Center 
Chili 

Cook-Off
March 8

Willits Senior 
Center and 
Willits Rotary 
Club present the 
13th Annual Chili 
Cook-Off, at the 
Senior Center, 
1501 Baechtel 
Road, Friday, 
March 8, 5:30 to 
7 pm. 

Sheriff Tom 
Allman will once 
again MC the 
event. Taste and 
vote for your 

favorite chili. Fresh-baked corn bread, hot 
dogs, root beer floats and brownies available, 
to go with the chili entries. 

Everyone is welcome to enter their family, 
personal or group’s best chili for great prizes 
and bragging rights; and the public is invited 
to come taste some wonderful chili. Taster 
tickets: $10; $6 Senior Center member $8; 
children $6. Entry fees for the competition: 
$50 for a half table, $100 for a full table. Info: 
459-6826.

Sip Some Soup
March 16

This annual fundraiser for Willits Daily bread 
offers soups to taste and judge, along with 
homemade bread and jam from Emandal – A Farm 
on a River. Silent auction and more. Saturday, 
March 16, 5:30 to 7 pm, Willits Community Center, 
111 East Commercial Street. Organizations and 
individuals can learn more about how to sign up 
for the competition by calling Cindy Savage at 
707-367-5669 or 459-2579.

Charline 
Ford of 
John Ford 
Ranch.

Learn drip 
irrigation.



Pg. 8      Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Willits Weekly | February 21, 2019 Willits Weekly | February 21, 2019       Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Pg. 9

into than Sanhedrin,” said District 
Superintendent Mark Westerburg. 
Students have vocational certification 
upon graduation and “go to the high 
school for CTE [career technical 
education] and are part of the athletic 
program.” 

“Multi-subject” Sanhedrin teacher 
Yulia Ritchley gave the board 
highlights of the school year thus far 
and introduced two students who 
shared their research projects with 
trustees. 

She began with an enthusiastic 
report from a conference she had 
recently attended, where she learned 
there was a high demand for students 
with CTE education – very good 
news for Sanhedrin graduates. She 
also noted Sanhedrin’s academic 
requirements for graduation meet the 
standards for eligibility to apply to 
California State University campuses.

Beyond academic and vocational 
requirements, she told the board 
Sanhedrin students have a garden 
out back, a new weight room, a 
partnership with Adventist Health 
Howard Memorial, are doing outreach 
visits to Brookside Elementary School, 
are developing public speaking skills, 
and had a poetry workshop with Dan 
Levinson.

This year’s focus, said Ritchley, is 
on “wellness and healthy living,” and 
two of her students gave the board a 
presentation of their research projects 
on these topics. Steven Beers spoke 
on spiritual wellness, and Gabe Parker 
on physical wellness.

A sizeable contingent of faculty, 
administrators and parents from La 
Vida Charter School attended the 
meeting to support the school’s bid 
to have its charter renewed. Charter 
schools are initially authorized by 
the school district in which they are 
located and are required to have their 
charters renewed by that district every 
five years.

La Vida Executive Director Ann Kelly 
came to the meeting well-prepared 
to make the case for renewal, with 
binders full of information for each 
trustee and the audience full of staff 
and parents eager to tell the board 
about the school.

“La Vida means life,” said Kelly. 
“At La Vida we have a whole-life 
approach.”

The school’s setting and approach 
are unique and clearly working for 
many of its students.

Located on Ridgewood Ranch in a 
three-room house built in 1957, the 
school has 85 to 90 students – some 
local and others from as far away as 
Santa Rosa, Anderson Valley, Lake 
County, Covelo and Cloverdale.

It’s a combination of homeschool 
and classroom – three days a week at 
home and two at school.

It provides a “Waldorf-style” 
education, said one student’s mother, 
who told the board of her special-
needs son, who was “finally in a school 
that allowed him to learn.

“It’s a safe place,” she said. “If you 
need services, Ann’s got your back.”

“It’s the gem in the crown of the 
Willits School District,” said another 
parent with two students at the school. 
“No one falls through the cracks.”

Longtime La Vida board member 
Cynthia Raiser Jeavons, whose 
daughter graduated from the charter 
school, echoed the description of the 
school as a “gem,” adding “at La Vida 
every child matters.”

The board will make its decision 
on the school’s charter renewal at its 
next meeting on March 13 at Baechtel 
Grove Middle School.

There was also a brief presentation 
from Sonja Burgal and Eric Reinelt, 
field coordinators with Walk and Bike 
Mendocino – a “small but mighty” 
nonprofit dedicated to “keeping kids 
healthy, happy and safe.” 

“We’re passionate about what we 
do,” said Burgal in describing their 
work, which includes a variety of 
educational activities in schools and 
the community teaching about bike 
and pedestrian safety – including 
a “Safe Routes to School” program 
designed to make walking and 
bicycling to school a safe and easy 
choice.

She invited board members to learn 
more about the program and what 
Walk and Bike Mendocino has to 
offer students and consider working 
together in the future.

Other than presentations, more 
routine board matters of note included 
hearing comments from Willits 
Teachers Association President Tessa 
Ford, California School Employees 

Association President Dan Green, and 
student board representative Claire 
Case-Brackett.

Ford told the board there was some 
“worry and frustration” expressed by 
teachers that the cost of their health 
insurance, provided by StayWell, 
could rise about 6 percent.

And there were also “teacher 
concerns,” she said, about the new 
elementary reading curriculum called 
“Unlocking the Code.” 

“Teachers at Brookside and 
Blosser Lane are spending lots of 
time on Unlocking the Code and not 
other topics,” she said. “And some 
are not seeing good results with 
comprehension.”

She told trustees she was taking a 
survey of these concerns and would 
discuss them with Superintendent 
Westerburg.

Trustee Paula Nunez echoed Ford’s 
remarks, expressing similar concerns 
about Unlocking the Code and 
comprehension. “Learning to read is 
not just phonics,” she said.

Ford also told the board about a 
recent meeting she had attended 
where “staff and parents had a robust 
dialog” about the Local Control and 
Accountability Plan. The LCAP is 
a state-mandated three-year plan, 
which is reviewed and updated 
annually. It reflects the district’s goals, 
actions, services and expenditures 
with respect to improving student 
outcomes.

Teachers and parents had not 
been included in the last round of this 
planning process, and Ford thanked 
Westerburg for “opening up the forum” 
this time. 

CSEA President Green echoed 
Ford’s concerns about health 
insurance. 

“Nobody likes what’s going on [with 
StayWell],” he said. “There needs to 
be education on the benefits and how 
to use them.”

He also noted that CSEA members 
were being included in LCAP 
discussions, which he described as 
“productive.”

Student board representative Claire 
Case-Brackett reported from the ranks 
that Willits High School’s wrestling 
team was undefeated; basketball 
went very well for junior varsity and 
strong for varsity; their academic 
decathlon team placed first at regional 
competition; Future Farmers of 
America members recently attended 
a conference in Monterey; there was 
a band performance scheduled for the 
end of the month; and the high school 
had two exchange students, one of 
whom, Carla Von Kaltenborn from 
Germany, was staying with Case-
Brackett’s family.

When you do what you love, everything moves in harmony.  
That’s why we’ve assembled an experienced team united by a passion  

to provide the most innovative treatment options for heart, vascular  

and thoracic conditions.

In collaboration, this team works to coordinate each stage of patient 

care—from diagnosis and treatment to postoperative care and 

rehabilitation, whether it’s treating a common bout or angina or 

more serious conditions requiring an intervention. You and our expert 

providers working to help you achieve health, wholeness and hope. 

Together inspired™

Leading cardiologists and cardiac surgeons  
inspired by your zest for life

Keith Olsen 
Adventist Heart &  
Vascular Institute  

Patient

LEARN MORE (888) 529-9018

115 Hospital Drive | Ukiah, CA 95482 
3 Marcela Drive | Willits, CA 95490
850 Sequoia Circle | Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Connect with the Adventist Heart & 
Vascular Institute in Mendocino County

d’, Dennis Long, chaplain 
at the Adventist Health 
Howard Memorial Hospital, 
who assisted them in 
finding a seat and provided 
instructions and plates to 
begin their gastronomical 
adventure. 

Pleasant piano music 
was provided by the tag 
team of Trina Pabst and 
Kathy Smith. Pabst’s son 
is on the wrestling team, 
so she volunteered to play 
the piano for the event to 
pay back for the free space 
provided by the church 
for the team. Smith did 
double duty as the event 
photographer, both at the 
valentine-themed photo 
booth and on the floor of 
the villa.

The Seventh-day 
Adventist Church of Willits 
has a long history in the 
area, according to Don 
Smith, head elder and 
regional manager of the 
area. “This church has been 
here longer than I have. 
I’m probably the longest-
standing member. In 1953 
we used to have a group 
that met in Laytonville. 

“We found out that 
Laytonville was originally 
a Seventh-day Adventist 
community. We found 
out that the Pinches, the 
Bowmans and others went 
way back to Adventist 
ancestry. We came down to 
this church in 1957 or ’58. 
This current church was 
built around 1959. 

“We used to have a 
two-room school,” Smith 
continued. “It used to 
flood in heavy rains, and 
I’d have to back my SUV 
up to the classroom to 
get the kids out. We built 
the new school, and the 
fire department used the 
old one for training and 
burned it down. They lit 
it on fire and went in and 
put it out and repeated that 
several times. The rest of 
us all stood around taking 
pictures.”

The Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is known 
for their community service 
work in Willits. In addition 
to the larger organization 
that supports the hospital, 
the local church is involved 
with several worthwhile 
programs: the Willits Daily 
Bread program, the Brown 
Bag Lunch program, and 
the upcoming Sip Some 
Soup event. The local 
church has some 90 
members, most of whom 
attend services regularly. 

Smith pointed out 
the precepts of their 
religious beliefs, “We’re 
very mainline Christian. 
There are only one or two 
differences between us 
and other Christian faiths. 
We follow the fourth of 
the Ten Commandments 
that says that the seventh 
day is the Sabbath. We 
observe Saturday rather 
than Sunday. 

“We are also very health-
oriented,” said Smith. 
“Very family-oriented. We 
believe that God is a god 
of love. We don’t believe 
in hellfire and damnation. 
We strongly believe this is 
not the god we serve. Our 
God does everything he 
can to save us and have us 
in his kingdom. That’s why 
he sent Jesus. He wanted 
Jesus to represent him and 
show who He is and His 
character. Other than dying 
for us on the cross, that’s 
what Jesus’ main purpose 
was in being on the Earth.”

The church would like 
to have more local kids 
sign up for their Pathfinder 
program, especially with 
the exciting Camporee 
upcoming in August. For 
more information, call 459-
5714.

The rest of
Valentine’s

From Page 3

The rest of
Remco

From Page 1

The rest of
Qualifiers From Page 5

The rest of
Featured From Page 1

Elementary Charter School, What C 
and D can do for a seed
• Areya Nisha De Fluri-Geroux, Grade 
5, Willits Elementary Charter School, 
Chickens’ Favorite Food
• Blaze Parmenter, Grade 5, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, What in 
the Whorl
Grade 5 Physical Science
• Nova Knodle, Grade 5, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Light as a 
Feather Heavier than Air
• Cole Lane, Grade 5, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, My 
Eggcellent Explosion
Grade 5 Earth & Space Science
• Xander Couevas, Grade 5, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Race of 
the Planes
Grades 6-8 Life Sciences A
• Kyler Hall-Jimenez, Grade 6, Willits 
Charter School, Will movement of the 
Oryctolagus cuniculus nostrils affect 
the respiration rate?
• Daniel LaCount, Grade 7, Willits 
Charter School, Killing the Ick
• Griffin O’Rear, Grade 6, Willits 
Charter School, Blended Families-
Hens and Chicks Don’t Care About 
Color
Grades 6-8 Life Sciences B
• Audrey Sherf, Grade 7, Willits 
Charter School, Tweeking Texts to Help 
Dyslexics
• Maya Waters, Grade 7, Willits 
Charter School, To Yawn or Not to 
Yawn
• Katherine Wood, Grade 8, Willits 
Charter School, A Color Connection
Grades 6-8 Physical Sciences
• Degan Dykes, Grade 8, Willits 
Charter School, Batter Up
• Nick Komes, Grade 8, Willits Charter 
School, Burn Baby Burn-Which DIY 
Fire Starter Burns Hotter?
• Nick Miller, Grade 8, Willits Charter 
School, Make Your Own Luck
• Kristen Watts, Grade 6, Willits 
Charter School, Pads Absorbing Liquid
Grades 6-8 Earth & Space Sciences
• Farrow Lockwood, Grade 8, Willits 
Charter School, Rabbit Fuel
• Enzo Vaccaro, Grade 6, Willits 
Charter School, It’s Not Rocket Science
Grades 9-12 Life Sciences A
• Zoe Alvarado, Grade 9, Willits 
Charter School, Do Length, Density, 
or Width of Hair Affect the Texture of a 
Rabbit’s Pelt?
• Jacob Anderson, Grade 9, Willits 
Charter School, Bottled Water for 
Plants
• Zoe Jordan, Grade 10, Willits Charter 
School, Finding a Correlation Between 
Age and Heart Rate in Oryclalagus 
cuniculus (Domestic Rabbit)
Grades 9-12 Life Sciences B
• Kaylee Anderson & Savanna Hinker 
Tye, Grade 9, Willits Charter School, 
Tobacco or Candy?
• Sky Greystar, Grade 10, Willits 
Charter School, The Effects of Stress 
on Short Term Memory
• Gabriel Komes, Grade 10, Willits 
Charter School, The Darker Side of Ink
Grades 9-12 Physical Sciences
• Willow Daun-Widner, Grade 9, Willits 
Charter School, Lipids and Latex-How 
Common Lipids Affect the Elasticity of 
Medical Grade Latex

Class B: Engineering Projects
Grades 6-8
• Hunter Paris, Grade 8, Willits Charter 
School, Parachute Predicament

Class D: Demonstrations and 
Displays
Grades 3-5
• Jen Harness, Grade 4, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, My 
Experiment on Invisible Ink
• Ember Hetherington, Grade 3, 
Willits Elementary Charter School, 
Electrical Conductivity
• Vada Morgan, Grade 4, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, 
Electromagnetic Motor
• Anthony Stillwell, Grade 3, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Levitation 
with Magnets
Grades 6-12
• Caleb Christman, Grade 10, Willits 
Charter School, Is it Really Worth it?
• Celestial Clearbrook, Grade 11, 
Willits Charter School, Have the bone 
structures of German Shepherds been 
affected by selective breeding?
• Ruan Hardin, Grade 7, Willits Charter 
School, The Weight Lifter
• Deveron Johnson, Grade 10, 
Willits Charter School, Can Video 
Games Make You Better in Militaristic 
Standards?

2019 Mendocino County Science Fair Qualifiers
Willits Unified School District

Class A: Scientific Inquiry 
Projects
Grades 3-4 Life Science
• Mia Chavez, Grade 3 Sherwood 
School, Lights Action Planarians
• Phoenix Hernandez & Sofia 
Vaccaro, Grade 4, Sherwood 
School, Growing Strong
Grade 3-4 Physical Science
• Mitchell Bertnick, Grade 4, 
Sherwood School, Brownie 
Madness
• Calleigh Wear & Kamryn 
Lopez, Grade 4, Blosser Lane 
Elementary, Testing Lipsticks
Grades 3-4 Earth & Space Science
• Zoeanna Gallups, Grade 4, 
Sherwood School, Comparing pH 
Levels
Grade 5 Physical Science
• Knox Chaniot, Grade 5, 
Sherwood School, To Dye For
Grades 6-8 Life Sciences A
• Elena Arkelian, Grade 8, 
Baechtel Grove Middle School, 
Dog Smarts
• Shelby Perez Bowen, Grade 
8, Baechtel Grove Middle School, 
Ew Mold
Grades 6-8 Life Sciences B

• Ally Chavez, Bryanna Gijon & 
Laila Britton, Grade 8, Baechtel 
Grove Middle School, Blood Clots
• Caydance Johnson, Kate 
Austin & Samantha Taylor, 
Grade 8, Baechtel Grove Middle 
School, Finger Prints
Grades 6-8 Physical Sciences
• Ely Bowles, Grade 6, Sherwood 
School, The Great Eggsperiment
• Ingrid Mendoza, Grade 7, 
Baechtel Grove Middle School, 
pH in the Water
• Sahil Mohan, Hunter 
Schnitzius & Jayden Arnold, 
Grade 8, Baechtel Grove Middle 
School, It’s About to Get Messy
• Michael Okawa, Grade 8, 
Baechtel Grove Middle School, 
I’m a Big Fan
• Jaron Schrage, Grade 8, 
Baechtel Grove Middle School, 
The Shear Strength Test
Grades 6-8 Earth & Space 
Sciences
• Alexander Miya, Grade 6, 
Sherwood School, BioPlastics: 
The Better Choice

Class C: Classroom and 
Large Group Projects
• Mrs. Duran’s Class, Grade 3, 
Blosser Lane Elementary School, 

Do you taste what eyes see?
• Mrs. Ford’s Class, Grade 3, 
Blosser Lane Elementary School, 
Gum is so Yum
• Mrs. Groom’s Class, Grade 4, 
Blosser Lane Elementary School, 
Germ Buster
• Miss McClelland’s Class, 
Grade 3, Blosser Lane 
Elementary School, Fizz Fun
• Miss Mey’s Class, Grade 4, 
Blosser Lane Elementary School, 
Flippity Floppity

Class D: Demonstrations 
and Displays
Grades 3-5
• Brian Bowles, Grade 3, 
Sherwood School, How do 
Chickens Digest Their Food
• Sophia Miya & Taylor Valente, 
Grade 4 and Grade 3, Sherwood 
School, Rainbow Lava
• Kaiden Oliver, Grade 5, Blosser 
Lane Elementary School, The 
Bridge Project
• Damian Reiter, Grade 4, 
Blosser Lane Elementary School, 
Earth’s Oceans’ Heat Capacity 
Absorbs Global Warming
• Egypt Spence, Grade 3, 
Blosser Lane Elementary School, 
Succulents

Grades 6-12
• Soren Pinelli, Grade 6, 
Sherwood School, The Light 
Show
• Alexandria Titus, Grade 8, 
Baechtel Grove Middle School, 
Crystal Cave
• Mason Valente, Grade 6, 
Sherwood School, The Water 
Cycle

Willits Charter Schools

Class A: Scientific Inquiry 
Projects
Grades 3-4 Life Science
• Adrian Carillo, Grade 3, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Bird 
Food
• Aedan Lockwood Chenelle, 
Grade 4, Willits Elementary 
Charter School, Sweet ‘n’ Short
• Harper Olson, Grade 3, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Egg 
Science
• Abigail Sherf, Grade 4, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, A 
“Maze” ing Plants
• Jobe Thomson, Grade 4 Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Does 
Vinegar Prevent Bacteria 
from Growing
 

Grades 3-4 Physical Science
• Skylyn Glassey, Grade 4, 
Willits Elementary Charter School, 
Electromagnets
• Lexi McGrew, Grade 3, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Big 
Bubble
• Bodie Olson, Grade 3, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, 
Balloon Chemistry
• Thomas Rano, Grade 4, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Volts 
in Fruits and Vegetables
Grades 3-4 Earth & Space 
Science
• Nick Cramer, Grade 4, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, The 
Dam Sediment Problem
• Amelia Franco, Grade 4, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, Air 
Pollution
• Chloe Wright, Grade 4, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, 
Which Cup Keeps Water the 
Coldest
Grade 5 Life Science
• Kadie Balthrop, Grade 5, Willits 
Elementary Charter School, 
Childproof or Not?
• Ivan Carillo, Grade 5, Willits 

Read the rest of
Qualifiers Over on Page 9

Above, from left: Caleb Christman’s “Is It Really Worth it?” WECs students Fiona, Liliana, Falak, Quinn “S” and Quinn “J” visit the Science Fair, with Keleigh in the back. Jason Schrage’s “The Shear 
Strength Test.”

Photos by Jennifer Poole

for the renovation of the 
building. Both Burton and 
James Mitchell declined to 
comment for the record on 
GNT Industries’ cannabis 
cultivation application. 

Duley said the building 
is being renovated and the 
GNT application “is in the 
building permit process.”

“We’re still in the 
construction phase,” 
Burton said of the work 
that has been going on in 
the building over the past 
year. “We’re still doing 
remodeling work. We’ve 
been working for the past 
year or so, working to make 
smaller spaces out of the 
one big space that was in 
there.

“We re-roofed a big 
portion of the old roof, and 
we are going to be re-siding 
a big portion of the exterior 
walls.”

The Remco property 
was purchased by Burton 
and Mitchell in July 2016, 
doing business as Archway 
Properties. 

Established in 1945 
by Willits businessman 
Robert Harrah, Remco was 
a chrome-plating facility 
specializing in plating large 
components of military 
hardware. For decades, it 
was a major employer in 
Willits.

During its 50-year 
lifespan, Remco was 
bought and sold by multiple 
corporations, finally 
becoming the property of 
the Pepsi-Cola Metropolitan 
Bottling Company.

Remco closed in 1995. 
Soil and groundwater 
tests confirmed that 
soils and groundwater at 
the Remco site and on 
properties surrounding 
Remco had been polluted 
by discharges of chromium 
VI (hexavalent chromium) 
and by a variety of volatile 
organic compounds.

In January 1996, the 
City of Willits sued Pepsi-
Cola in federal court, 
demanding Pepsi pay for 
and administer cleanup of 
the site. In August 1997, a 
federal judge ruled in Willits’ 
favor and issued a consent 
decree which clarified the 
work to be done and who 
would pay for it.

Primary investigation of 
the site was completed in 
April 2002, and cleanup 
was well under way by the 
fall 2003. A Final Remedial 
Action Plan and a Final 
Remedial Design Report 
were issued in June 2015. 

Work connected with 
remediation continues at 
the Remco site, as well as 
at the Page property near 
Red Hill, formerly a dump 
site for the City of Willits. 
In 2015, it was estimated 
final cleanup at Remco 
would take “up to five more 
years.”

Ann Farr, chief 
administrator of the 
Willits Environmental 
Remediation Trust, has not 
yet replied to requests for an 
updated estimate of when 
the North Coast Regional 
Water Quality would issue 
a “no further action” notice 
for the Remco site.

A “Project Schedule” 
document posted on the 
WERT website on February 
20 – part of the annual 
“Report to the Court” for 
the reporting period from 
January 1, 2018 through 
December 31, 2018 – lists 
“finish dates” for various 
elements of the cleanup in 
2024 and 2025.

A budget request posted 
by Farr in December 2018 
includes an estimated 
$945,000 to be spent on 
the Remco cleanup in 
2019. 

could before fleeing … in a vehicle,” 
said WPD Sgt. Ricco McCoy.

The suspects’ car was spotted 
near Reeves Canyon Road and a 
WPD officer and sheriff’s deputy tried 
to stop the vehicle on Highway 101 
near West Road in Redwood Valley, 
according to the WPD report. 

Instead of stopping, the car 
reportedly accelerated to speeds of 
more than 100 mph.

State traffic officers laid a spike 
strip across the southbound lane of 
Highway 101 near Burke Hill south of 
Ukiah and disabled the vehicle, which 
crashed. The three men fled on foot 
to a nearby hillside, where they were 
captured by police.

Officers recovered the narcotics, 
which had an estimated street value 
of $50,000, McCoy said.

The trio were booked into county jail 
on suspicion of first-degree robbery, 
evading police by reckless driving, 
possession of a controlled substance, 
and resisting arrest.

It was later discovered the vehicle 
they were in had been reported stolen 
from the Roseville area.

Bail for Watts and Strickland was 
set at $250,000. Larue was found to 
be on felony parole from state prison 
and is being held without bail.

“The Willits Police Department 
would like to thank the Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office and the 
California Highway Patrol for their 
assistance during this investigation, 
said WPD Chief Scott Warnock.
This report was based on a press 
release from the Willits Police 
Department. 

The rest of
Robbery From Page 1
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Willits Weekly 
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CLASSIFIEDS

Event Spaces 
Available

Event spaces available 
at the Willits Center for 
the Arts! • Great Room 
• Classroom • Ceramic 
Studio For inquiries, 
email manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 459-
1726. For additional 
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

Freezer Empty?
We can help! 

John Ford Rancher’s 
Choice Box- 50 pounds: 
steaks, roasts, and 
ground beef.  Now $325 
($6.50 per pound).  Nat-
ural ranch-raised grass 
fed beef, no hormones 
or antibiotics. Call 459-
5193. Leave a message.  

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & Hos-
pice is looking to fill the 
following positions: RN, 
PT- OT- ST & HHA F/T, 
P/T & Per Diem avail-
able. Call H/R Trudy at 
707-456-3230 or apply 
online at adventisthealth.
org. 

Lost Dog
Otto, a male chihuahua, 
7 years old, tri-color 
black, white, and tan, 
medium length coat, was 
lost November 29 from a 
car accident on Highway 
101 between Willits and 
Laytonville. Please call 
Holly with any informa-
tion at 919-412-0054. 

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC, Macintosh, Android 
and IOS devices. 
Repairs, configuration 
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.
com. 

Estate Sale
3601 Chinquapin (Pine 
Mountain). Vintage shop 
owners welcome to shop 
starting at noon on 2/17. 
Public welcome to shop 
from noon to dark 2/23 
and 2/24. All must go!

Office Space 
for Rent

1 large space 3400’. 
Several small offices 
100’ & 270’. Call Megan 
972-8776.

RV/Trailer Space 
for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers $425 per 
month, includes water 
& garbage. Close to 
Safeway in Willits. Call 
Tony (707) 510-5895. 
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog

707-367-6182, Willits

Water Witcher
Having trouble finding 
good water? Call Doug 
Brown, Water Witcher, 
at 459-2877 or 707-354-
0386. 

Willits 
Weekly 
can run 

your legal 
notices. 
Email us 
for more 

info: Willits 
Weekly@ 

gmail 
.com

$10 for 
30 words 

for  
2 weeks!

$10 for 30 words for  
2 weeks!

LEGAL NOTICES

Legal ad placement info: 
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Current Job Openings:
Animal Facility Attendant - Extra-help

Deputy Sheriff-Coroner II
Eligiblity Specialist III

Engineering Technician I/II
Environmental Compliance Specialist

Legal Clerk II
Librarian II

Mental Health Clinician I/II
Public Safety Dispatcher
Retirement Association

Financial/Investment Officer
Senior Engineering Technician

Senior Public Health Nurse
Social Worker I-IV A-D

Social Worker Supervisor I-II A-C
Substance Abuse Counselor I/II

Substance Abuse Program & Services 
Manager

Substance Abuse Counselor I/II
Supervising Staff Assistant

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

WW199

. 

Fictitious Business Name 
Statement 

2019-F0041
The following person is doing 

business as GlenMoor Enterprises, 
25690 Daphne Way, Willits, CA 
95490 / mailing address: 75 N Main 
Street #203, Willits, CA 95490:

Registered owner: Ronald C. 
Moorhead, 25690 Daphne Way, 
Willits, CA 95490 / mailing address: 
75 N Main Street #203, Willits, CA 
95490

This business is conducted by an 
individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name 
listed above on January 1, 2005.
Statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk on 
January 16, 2019.
/s/ Ronald C. Moorhead

Publication dates:
2/21, 2/28, 3/7 and 3/14/2019

Sharon Noah 
489-0441 

 

Margaret Andrews 
354-3977 

Christopher Martin 
367-3173 

 

Barbara Mercer 
489-2922 

Jake McFadden 
354-3874 

Elida Cardona 
354-1538 

Sal Madrigal 
354-1950 

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com 
DRE# 00528452 

1996 Manufactured home with 3 bedroom, 2 bath home and 1,200 
square feet. Home features central heat, well with 5,000 gallon storage 
tank, seasonal creek and expansive views all sitting on 10 fenced acres 
in beautiful Long Valley.    
 

Offered at $329,000 
 

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490  

FEATURED PROPERTY 
Presented by: Margaret Andrews 

Alison Pernell 
972-1364 

Price  
Reduced 

We’re here to help you 
every step of the way, 
from infants to teens and 
everyone in between.

Call for an 
appointment today! 
(707) 456-9600.

 (707) 456-9600
45 Hazel St., Willits

littlelakehealthcenter.org 
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.

WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, 
MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP AND 

OTHER INSURANCE.

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

They Grow So Fast...

707-459-2426 (H) 707-354-0520 (C)

Email us your ad at 
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Odyssey of the Mind
Baechtel Grove Middle School seventh-graders heading to regional competition 

A team of seven, seventh-grade students at Baechtel 
Grove Middle School is busy working on props and a 

skit for this year’s Odyssey of the 
Mind challenge. Every day at lunch, 
and sometimes after school, the 
students gather to discuss and 

work on what needs to be done to complete their tasks. 
“Team BGMS” is heading to Santa Rosa for the regional 

competition on February 23. At that time, their solution to 
the problem they’re working on for Odyssey – “Structure 
Toss” – will be presented in an original performance.

Their coach, Laurie Burghardt, with over 30 years of 
Odyssey-coaching experience, is in her third year teaching 
art at BGMS. Her role is as a coach, a resource for helping 
them understand the guidelines and providing materials 
– mostly repurposed or recycled – when asked. It’s 
imperative that the team is on their own, figuring out how 
to solve problems. It’s a large part of Odyssey’s mission.

Odyssey of the Mind was started over 40 years ago. 
According to their website, it was developed as “an 
international creative problem-solving program that 
engages students in their learning by allowing their 
knowledge and ideas to come to life in an exciting, 

productive environment. Participants build self-confidence, 
develop life skills, create new friendships, and are able to 
recognize and explore their true potential. OotM proves 
that students can have fun while they learn.”

In order to do that, Odyssey provides problems to solve 
in five different categories: Vehicle, Technical, Classics, 
Structure, and Performance. Each team at participating 
schools selects a problem and is sent a packet with 
minutely detailed guidelines.

This year BGMS’s team of creative young minds chose 
the “Structure Toss” problem. Besides the guidelines, 
they were sent bags with 
identical materials to build 
their individual structure. 
They’ve been busy making 
balsa wood models that are 
8 inches tall and weigh 15 
grams – a little less than half 
an ounce. 

One of the designs 
will be chosen, built, and 
be demonstrated in two 
carnival games. It’ll have to 

survive being tossed by a device created by the students 
and withstand up to 100 pounds of weight when applied. To 
demonstrate that strength in one of their carnival games, 
Odyssey member Aeon, will be a strong man with a barbell.

During the Structure Toss performance, the carnival 
games will be accompanied by an animated carnival 
barker who announces each game. At the competition, 
many details will be scored: overall creativity, the success 

At top, left: Art teacher and Odyssey of the Mind coach Laurie Burghardt explains the materials in 
the Structure Kit to Yareli, a new student and Odyssey team member. At top, right: Team BGMS: 
from left, Aidyn poses with the Corn Hole Game; Alejandra, Andante and Milegro surround the 
membership sign they worked on; Aeon is in the back holding the barbell; Alisha holds the rings 
for the Ring Toss Game; and Yareli shows off the oversized binoculars she’s creating. At right: Two 
students replace fallen decorations from the membership sign with hot glue. Far right: Alisha, left, 
and Alejandra demonstrate how the Ring Toss Game is played. They made the game with mostly 
recycled materials – the rings were creatively made by braiding plastic bags. Below, left: One of 
the criteria for the challenge is creating a membership sign. Below, right: Coach Laurie Burghardt 
has photos of example structures to illustrate what is meant by “structures” in the kit provided by 
Odyssey of the Mind.

Read the rest of
Odyssey Over on Page 11

The rest of
Odyssey From Page 10

of the Structure Toss, how well that’s integrated into a 
game, and so on. 

This year’s team includes four returning members: 
Alisha, Alejandra, Milegro and Aeon, who worked together 
last year and are familiar with Odyssey of the Mind, its 
rules, use of recycled materials, and the concept of solving 
problems independent from adults; they are also familiar 
with the regional competition. The experiences they 
gained last year are a tremendous help. The rest of the 
team is comprised of Andante, who’s the carnival barker, 
Yareli, and Aidyn – all three students are new to BGMS 
and Odyssey. 

When Willits Weekly visited, students were eating lunch 
and making final touches to the different game elements. 
Aidyn was trying to figure out how to make the Corn Hole 
Game stand up and also fold for transportation. Burghardt 
made sure the different glues were available along with 
anything else Aidyn and others asked for. It was then up 
to Aidyn to choose how and what she was going to use to 
solve this problem. Other students could help her, but not 
Coach Burghardt. 

“Sometimes it’s really hard not to just tell them what will 
or won’t work,” she said and added a story from this year: 
“One of the students asked to use the glue gun to glue a 
piece of Styrofoam onto her game. I stood by and watched 
the process. Now you know what happens to Styrofoam 
when it’s glued with hot glue.…” “It melts!” answered 
laughing students. 

“It’s quite impressive to see the changes in students’ 
work as they prepare for this year’s Odyssey of the Mind 
challenge,” added Burghardt.

Last year there were three teams of approximately seven 
students in each team who took on the rigorous contest. It 
was everyone’s first year. In spite of a series of mishaps, 
two of last year’s teams brought home bronze medals for 
their efforts.

The Odyssey veteran students shared these thoughts 
about being on an Odyssey team again this year: 

Alisha said: “My main reason is it’s really cool getting 
to work with [the team] and come up with new ideas and 
building a new project. And you get a lot of new skills. 
Personally, I don’t like acting on stages, so this kind of gets 
me over that. And it’s really fun to do with all of them!”

“I really like working as a team,” said Alejandra. “It was 
really fun going to the competition last year and making 
new friends and having something we can talk about years 
later.”

Milegro added: “We can look back and see all the hard 
work we put into it and how we changed. Last year is 
completely different than this year. We’ve just, like, gotten 
so much better. And I like meeting other people. You have 
common interests you can talk about.” 

Visit www.odysseyofthemind.com for further information.

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Andante announces the Corn Hole Game. Aidyn is in the 
foreground, with Alejandra waiting her turn. 

Photo by Ree Slocum

Photos by Ree Slocum
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Happy Pebbles
Pebbles is a lively, happy and sweet dog. She loves 

to connect with people, and enjoys sneaking in some 
kisses! In her past home, Pebbles was housetrained. 
Pretty Pebbles will need to live in a cat-free home. 
Pebbles is a 2-year-old spayed female who currently 
weighs 55 pounds.

The Ukiah Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road in 
Ukiah. Adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 pm, and Wednesday 
from 10 am to 6:30 pm. To view photos and bios of 
some of the other wonderful adoptable animals here, 
please visit online at: www.mendoanimalshelter.com 
or visit the shelter. For more info about adoptions, call: 

707-467-6453. 

Pretty Kora
Meet Kora! Our newest beauty queen. She’s 

2 years’ old, has a great personality, and we are 
super excited to have the opportunity to find her a 
good home. Stay tuned as we get to know her. And 
thank you to the good folks at Wasson Memorial 
Veterinary Clinic for looking out for this pretty girl! 

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino 
County is located at 9700 Uva Drive, Redwood 
Valley. Open hours: 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through 
Friday; and 11 am 
to 3 pm, Saturday 
and Sunday. Please 
give us a call at 
707-485-0123 if 
you have questions. 

You can view all our adoptable dogs and cats on Petfinder 
or through our website: mendohumanesociety.com. To 
volunteer or help take the dogs for a walk, please join 
HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am for an orientation.

Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church

ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)

Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 11:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School - 11:15 a.m.
459-2855

Facebook: www.facebook.com

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 707-972-2475

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714

Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month 

family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066

Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday

ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies

Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor

459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:

Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School  

following the service.
(707) 459-2988

24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass -
9:00 a.m. English

10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
9:15 a.m. - Bible Class,

adult & children
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

SPONSORED BY ROTARY CLUB OF WILLITS
& WILLITS HARRAH SENIOR CENTER

The 12th Annual

MC FOR THE EVENING - TOM ALLMAN
Friday, March 8, 2019

5:30 to 7:00 PM
SENIOR CENTER - 1501 BAECHTEL ROAD

Taste and vote for your favorite Chili.
Fresh Baked Corn Bread Muffins,

Root Beer Floats, Hot Dogs
& Brownies Available
Taster Tickets

Adults $10 • Children $6
Senior Center Members $8

Enter Your Favorite Chili!
$50 Registration Fee for Half Table
$100 Registration Fee for Full Table

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 459-6826

Tell the Insurance
“I Choose Yokums!”

1619 South Main Street • Willits

707-459-9385
yokumsbodyshop.com

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Varsity 
Basketball 

Araceli 
Arellano,  
18, Senior

How Long Playing the 
Sport: “Since sixth grade”
Breakfast of Champions: 
Oatmeal
Love of the Sport: “I love 
how competitive it is, and 
that it only works when you 
play as a team.”

Araceli is consistently 
great on offense and 
defense. She makes 
everyone around her play 
better and is really fun to 
coach.

– Submitted by  
Varsity Basketball  

Coach Fred Austin

OBITUARY |

Melody Powers
Lida “Melody” Powers of Willits 

passed away on February 6, 2019. 
She was born in Arcata, California, to 
Carrol Byron Powers and Lida Melody 
“Bundeson” Powers on May 11, 1957. In 
her youth, Melody’s love for school was 
known and appreciated by her family 
and teachers.

For 20 years Melody enjoyed working 
at the movie theaters in Ukiah. Her 
favorite pastimes were watching old 
western movies, reading magazine 
updates on Oprah, and every precious 
moment spent with her large, beloved 
family, especially enjoying day trips with 
them. Melody was the purest example 
for her family of unconditional love, and 
a source of strength for all of them. 

Melody was preceded in death by her 
father, Carrol Byron Powers, and her 
baby sister, Donetta Lynn Powers. She is survived by her mother, Lida Melody Powers; 
siblings: Byron, Chere, Rita (Hal Murray), Vollie, Ricky, Debbie, Ivy, and Loren Powers, 
and Leslie Bolton. Melody was also cherished “Auntie Mel” to over 100 multi-generational 
nieces and nephews.

A celebration of Melody’s life will take place at a later date for her family and intimate 
friends. Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.

DEATH NOTICE | Donna Tinsley
Donna Tinsley of Willits passed away on February 14, 

2019, at the age of 80. Services will be private.
Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-

Lucier Mortuary.

WEF Drive-Thru Tri Tip Dinner
set for Friday night

Tickets are still available for Friday night’s annual Drive-Thru Tri Tip Dinner fundraiser, 
put on by the Willits Educational Foundation. The February 
22 dinner, which feeds four, includes a whole tri tip roasted 
over an oak fire on the Granite Construction grill, beans, 
Caesar salad, Emandal bread, eight of Kathleen Lewis’ 
famous cookies, and a rose for the vase on your table, 
donated by Flowers for Annette.

WEF volunteers will set up at the Willits FFA Ag Farm 
behind Willits High School this year, and will hand out 
dinners from 4 to 6 pm. Look for the big sign at the farm’s 
back entrance, across the street from Willits Taco House.

Last year’s dinner sold out, so be sure to get your tickets 
in advance, $60 for the full dinner for four, available at 
Cat’s Meow and Yokum’s Body Shop. Proceeds go toward 
funding special “mini-grant” requests, submitted by teachers 
and programs throughout the Willits Unified School District. 

– Jennifer Poole

At right: WEF’s Windi Kvasnicka 
works on assembling salads last 
year.  Volunteers Olga O’Neill, Tom 
Woodhouse and Lisa Yokum at the 
ticket table. Kevin Kvasnicka and 
Jack Drew wrap up tri tips fresh off 
the grill. Students Maci Yokum, left, 
and Haley Kvasnicka deliver bags to 
ticket-holders as they drove through 
the Rodeo Grounds. The scene at 
the Willits Educational Foundation 
drive-through dinner at the Rodeo 
Grounds.

Photos by Jennifer Poole


