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Property Feature

37401 South Fork Road Willits

MLS: 322003823

Offered for sale at: S779,000

Arare opportunity to own a home with guest cottage on 160 acres in the exclusive Listed by:

Cherry Creek ranches community. Sha]_’on NO a_h

This 2-bedroom, 1-bath, 1,200-square-foot home situated on 160 acres is luxury

living in the mountains at its best! Your dream has come true. This beautiful home (Lic# 01346114)

includes open beam ceilings, wood and hand made Sautillo Tile flooring throughout.

There are skylights that bring the outside in. There is a separate 1-bedroom, 1-bath 707'459'6175

cabin for your guests and/or family. 707_4 89_0441
This gated residence is located in the heart of Mendocino County off Highway

101 just 140 miles north of the Bay Area. Perfect for a weekend getaway retreat or Agent of:

a year-round lifestyle. RE/MAX Gold

Wake up connected to nature with spectacular views, hundreds of trees, two

seasonal creeks, fern glades, room for orchards and organic gardens or anything - Selzer and
you can imagine! An abundance of water from your own well, solar connected to the ASS ociates
grid, and plenty of serenity and privacy. There are miles of community hiking and

horseback riding trails to enjoy. (Lic# 01215931)

Remodeling?

 3Bedroom, 2Bath Home | | /2, ;@A

in Brooktrails \

HARDWARE || Showing Your

Come and see us H 0 me ?

for something sweet.

Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: x5 to 12x40
Call for Availability & Rates

Comfortable home on quiet street with
2 car garage, forced air heat, W/D hookups

and ample storage in garage with

101 E. Barbara Lane « Willits, California

350 +/- sq ft finished storage under house. 459-2201
Fenced front yard and private deck. Store Open Daily: 8:30 am to 6:30 pm
$329,000.

M_Vd&te, VI

Start right. Start here:™

707-459-1594
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PREMIUM ROOFING SERVICES

FOR THE DISCERNING PROPERTY OWNER

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING & SEAMLESS GUTTERS

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

Minimum wage

Neighbors,

You've heard about it, it's been debated locally and nationally. It's
finally happening in some states. The minimum wage is going up.

In California, the minimum wage has been increasing to a mandated
level since 2017. As of January 1, 2022, companies with 25 or fewer
employees must pay $14 an hour (as of January 1, 2023, it will be $15
an hour) and companies with 26 or more employees must pay $15 an

hour.
The debate has sparked strong opinions on both sides:

+ What role should national, state or local governments play in

COLUMN | How's the Market?

Which water heater is best?

Water heaters are one of those appliances most of us don't
think much about until a cold shower reminds us that it is, in
fact, our favorite appliance. When your water heater goes
out, or when its warranty is coming to its end (guaranteeing it
will soon go out), it is wise to review your options rather than
simply to replace the existing appliance with another of the

same type.

Water heaters come in two
varieties, with two main options:

where the only hot water needs were the dishwasher and
sink. Instead of keeping 50 gallons of water hot at all times,
we could have simply heated the water necessary to wash
dishes.

If your family members take reasonably short showers,
a tankless water heater can be a great choice. Also, if you
have a vacation home that is only used periodically, this on-
demand system can save you money. Be aware, the cost
to purchase and install the tankless water heater is more

United Policyholder’s 13 steps to harden your
home against fire

By Bach Talk Blog, UP, January 28, 2022

United Policyholders works hard to give people practical
tips and guidance that's realistic. The risk of wildfires is
making insurance a lot more expensive and hard to buy in
many U.S. states.

If you live in a wildfire-prone area, “hardening” your
home and participating in community-wide risk reduction
efforts are “musts.”

If you've been following UP’s work helping residents of
those states find and keep affordable insurance on their
homes, you know that risk reduction is key to that goal. For

Fences

* Any wooden fences that attach to the dwelling structure
shall incorporate only noncombustible materials (fencing
or gating) in the last 5 feet before the attachment point(s)
to the structure.

Decks

* All combustible materials (e.g., grass, shrubs, or stored
materials) must be removed from underneath attached
wooden decks or stairways and maintained at least 5 feet
away from the decks’ or stairways’ perimeters.

tankless and conventional, either
gas-powered or electric. And
getting the right one can make a big
difference in your utility bill and your
family harmony. Let me explain with
a personal story.

expensive than a conventional water heater, but depending
on hot-water usage, it can save you money over time. If,
on the other hand, your family members need a visceral
reminder that it’s time to get out of the shower, a conventional
water heater might be better.

dictating business decisions in a *free" economy? more info about UP's “Wildfire Risk Reduction and Asset

Protection Initiative,” visit: www.uphelp.org/wrap.

Sure, installing steel beams might help your home stay
standing in an earthquake, and replacing all your wood
shingles with non-combustible siding might help your
home resist a wildfire, but those are not costs most people
can bear (literally or figuratively).

Until there are concrete insurance rewards to incentivize
and help homeowners undertake the more expensive risk-
reduction options, UP will continue recommending and
advocating for the many inexpensive, smaller-scale things
you can do that will reduce the chances of you losing your
home in a disaster.

Below are 13 recommendations from an array of experts
in residential wildfire risk reduction, designed to reduce
your home’s chances of being seriously damaged or
destroyed in a wildfire.

We believe these recommendations should be the
official standards for a wildfire-prepared home.

We are sharing this list with insurance companies and
continuing to work to secure assurances that those who
complete these steps will be rewarded with a break on their
insurance costs and continued coverage.

Roof

* The dwelling has a well-maintained Class A roof. Where
gutters are present, the roof includes a metal drip edge.

CA LIC # 806498
m m GreenSky”

— WWWDUNLAPROOFING.COM ———
__UKIAH 707.462.ROOF _
COAST 707.964.ROOF (7663%)

Other Attached Structures (arbors, pergolas,
trellis)

* Any other structure that is attached to the dwelling
structure must be made of noncombustible materials.

* Are business owners making sure that the wealth produced is
being distributed fairly?
* What is a living wage?

+ What are the societal costs when
working-class people are not able to
support themselves and their family?

Buildings less than 25 feet from the Dwelling Structure
or Attached Decking

« If another structure (e.g., a dwelling, garage, barn, shed
or commercial building) is within 25 feet of the dwelling,
the dwelling’s exterior wall that faces the nearby structure
meets a one-hour fire rating and includes noncombustible
cladding.

* Where windows face the nearby structure, the windows
either include dual-paned glass with at least the exterior
pane is tempered glass or the windows have deployable
metal shutters.

The next question is whether to choose a gas-powered
or electric water heater. Gas is more common and cheaper,
especially for on-demand heaters (but be sure to have a
battery backup for power outages because the gas-powered
water heater’s electric start mechanism needs power).
However, if you can get electricity powered by renewable
resources, the electric water heater is a more environmentally
friendly choice. I've heard that in the future, houses will not
be allowed to hook up to gas, so this whole line of discussion
may become moot.

Earlier in my life, | lived under
one roof with my family of six
that included two adults and four
children who all needed to get ready
for school and work at the same time. It was a race each
morning to see who would get in the shower early enough to
avoid running out of hot water. Having been the odd man out
on more than one occasion, | decided to purchase a tankless
(also called “on-demand”) water heater whose claim to fame
was never to run out of hot water.

Richard Selzer

Columnist

The bottom line: The intent is that
minimum-wage workers can more
easily afford life’s necessities — rent,
household expenses, health care.
{ Higher wages increase employee
’ morale, productivity and commitment

GEOSCIENCES » PLANNING » SURVEYING
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
CIVIL ENGINEERING

Nicholas Casagrande o their employer. More tax revenue
columnist will be generated, federally and
locally. Businesses will pass on the

increase in costs to their consumers. In the meantime, as with most big purchases, | recommend
buying the best you can afford. If you buy the cheap one with
the five-year warranty, you'll pay the installation fee every
five years, which will end up costing you as much as the
better water heater — and with the better one you won't have

the inconvenience of calling a repairman every few years.

Defensible Space and Landscape

* There is at least 6 inches of noncombustible clearance
between the ground and the exterior siding of the dwelling.

« Within the first 5 feet of any dwelling or attached decks,
no combustible materials (e.g., woody plants, combustible
mulch, stored items) are present around the building or
deck(s) or below the deck(s).

* For the landscape from 5-30 feet from structure (or
property line if closer), the connectivity of vegetation
leading to the dwelling structure has been eliminated. The
lower branches of trees have been limbed up at least 6
feet above underlying or adjacent shrubs to eliminate
fuel ladder connectivity. The landscaping is irrigated and

| was so proud of my water heater, knowing | would never
again hear my wife’s scream as the icy water hit her in the
shower. What | did not consider was my 12-year-old’s system
for determining when his shower was over, and that was when
the hot water ran out. His showers went from 15 minutes to
45 minutes, and | once found him asleep in the shower (not
joking). So, the advantage of an on-demand water heater is
that it never runs out of hot water. The disadvantage of an
on-demand water heater is also that it never runs out of hot
water — an expensive proposition if you have a 12-year-old
like | did.

335 SOUTH MAIN STREET, WILLITS, CA 95490
SHN-ENGR.COM (707) 459-4518

It's impossible to ignore that basic things cost more than they did a
year ago. Maybe this is driven by an increase in the minimum wage,
by the impacts of COVID on businesses, by supply chain issues.
Maybe it's Democratic leadership versus Republican leadership. And,
how will this be impacted by the fact that the period of extremely low
interest rates is coming to a close (this has been said for many years)?

If you have questions about real estate or property
management, contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com. If
you have ideas for this column, let me know. (If | use your
suggestion in a column, Il send you a $25 gift card to
Roland’s Bistro!) If you'd like to read previous articles, visit
https://selzerrealty.com/ and click on “How’s the Market?”

It is critical to have a financial plan that considers your family, your
monthly / annual budget and your longer-term life’s goals / retirement.
Everyone should have a personal financial plan to secure their future,
not just the wealthy.

If not with me, please speak with someone or use an online tool to
prompt you to think through what you want in five, 10, 20, 30 years.

SALVADOR MADRIGAL
REALTOR®
DRE# 01139481
CELL: 707.354.1950
OFFICE: 707.459.6175

madrigalsali@comcast.net

* For homes with metal or tile roofs, gaps greater than
1/8 inch between roofing and sheathing have been blocked
to prevent debris accumulation and ember entry.

What | should have done was replace the water heater at

: Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the intai i
Please do not hesitate to reach out. . . Vents maintained. Vegetation may be grouped and surrounded
My best the other end of the house, the one that supplied the kitchen business for more than 45 years. . Exterior verts (6g by areas of imigated and mowed grass or hardscaping.
B Nick ’ foundation, gable, under  *For the landscape from 30-100 feet from the structure
Roxanne Lemos-Neese | c eave, and roof vents) (Or property line if closer), there is separation between

shrubs and trees, dead branches and leaves have been
removed, lower branches of trees are pruned to curtail the
spread of fire and to eliminate fuel ladders.

* For dwellings on or adjacent to steep slopes (e.g.,
slopes greater than 35 degrees), landscape mitigation
has been extended downslope and beyond the 100 feet
perimeter, where possible, to reduce direct flame contact
with or preheating of the dwelling or the underside of any
decking.

This information is for general purposes only. Please consult a financial

incorporate a 1/8 inch metal
professional for your own situation. Individual circumstances do vary.

mesh or are designed for
flame and ember resistance
(Wildland Flame and Ember
Resistant ~ (WUI)  vents
approved and listed by
the California State Fire
Marshall or WUI vents listed
to ASTM E2886).

REALTORE, GRI

Cell: 707.484.6489 &
Office: 707.459.5389 &

www.getmendohomes.com

TCOMMUNITY
FO&N‘D&T‘ION

OF MINDOCIND COUNTY

Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a financial advisor.
His firm, NC Financial Group, is a wealth-management firm serving
individual clients as well as small-to-medium-sized businesses. Client
work includes personal and corporate taxes, investment planning,
insurance, and real estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits office is
located at 675 South Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or nicholas@
ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) or Nicholas.Casagrande@Ceterafs.
com (investments) for more information.

nd vements, this 1144 sq. ft. home is nestled in

Redwoods and mixed trees of Brooktrails and features 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
and a detached 2 car garage. Manufactured in 2003, the updated home features

freshly painted rooms, new carpet and linoleum with hardwood flooring in the living

room (vaulted ceilings), an open concept living area with spacious kitchen including
refrigerator and gas stove, central heating, detached roomy 2 car garage, Master

Suite with separate laundry room (washer/dryer included). Previous occupant used
the excellent internet for online college classes with success! Located on a quiet

street less than 15 minutes to town in the picturesque Brookrails Subdivision which

has its own community center, golf course, airport, and fire department.

COLDWELL BANKER
MENDO REALTY

SHERWOOD HOME INSPECTION PROGRAM
KLLP 0UR HOMI
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Kelsi
Ryan

Karena
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License #01482063 J License #01932829

707-354-2999 | §F AN 707-621-1818
mendorealestate@gmail.com
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COLDWELL BANKER

MENDO REALTY

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits e (707) 459-5389

56 acre turn-key permitted 2 Story home with 2,286 SqFt of

= cannabis farm in the desirable living space and 3 bedrooms, 3 full
Shimmins Rldge. 2 hOT_T'ES plus Lhkig, bathrooms, office/den, formal dining
extra guest unit. Off-grid solar g area, living room has vaulied
system at the main house. 1.5 ceilings, laundry room, attached
million gallon pond, permitted . 2 car garage, located on 0.50+/-
well and 31k gallons of water
S8 storage plus 2 springs.

¥ Business opportunity awaits!
Presented at $1,975,000

Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*

Acres. Above-ground pool, raised
garden beds, and grid-tie solar.
Location is private and close to town.
Presented at: $595,000

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606

. This home sits on a comner lot
.. and has lots of old class style

and charm. Bring your elbow

grease and imagination to

make this your own castle

™ close to downtown shopping.

Presented at: $295,000

Town-house style 4-plex. Downtown
location close to shopping and west
= highway 20 interchange. Units are
896 SqFt +/- with 2 bedrooms and

1 full bathroom upstairs and living
room, kitchen, fenced patio, and 1/2
bath downstairs. Always easy to
rent, wonderful investment!
Presented at: $495,000

One of a kind 240 acres backed up o
California wilderness. A true
sportsman's paradise. Forest full of
deer and wildlife. Huge custom
home, state of the art solar, well,
spring, pond, second residence with
spectacular panoramic views,
Presented at: $1,200,000

Runs
Second
Week
Each
Month

Relevant Local Editorial Content

nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com™*

Open House Advertisements

A home to love! This 2 bedroom,
2 bath manufactured home with
¥ central heat, wood stove, gas
cook range, and front and back
decks. Grow your own
vegetables in the fenced-in
garden area, Clean and ready
for you to make it your own.
Presented at: $287,000
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COLUMN | Journal

They’re playing our song

“Getting old is not for the faint of heart.” My mother says
this often. She ought to know. She and her husband are
both 100 years old. They deal with many of the things
you'd think two 100-year-old people deal with. They both
use walkers but not wheelchairs. They live in a
two-room managed-care condo with daily help
and all meals prepared. There’s a small lake
outside their window and my mother loves to
sit and watch the geese and ducks swimming
by, plucking and grooming. For her, it's as
good as TV.

My stepdad likes to go to the weekly dances.
He loves life. Goes out to play cards every day,
various games and activities. An old railroad
man who handled timber shipping accounts,
he can strike up a conversation with anyone.
| really admire how each day is a holiday for
him, it seems. Having a good attitude seems
to be an elixir for those who live long lives.

They live in a nice assisted-living place. Most
assisted-living places have different levels of assistance
based on the needs of the resident. It can get pretty
expensive, and for many people, will likely take all their
income plus some. Savings, retirement accounts - if you
have one — various government programs, insurance, Gl,
etc. make up the rest. Many people don’t have resources
like these available. There’s a great need for affordable,
reasonable assistance for millions of older and disabled
people.

The cost of living is going way up. Inflation is increasing
much faster than most peoples’ income. There’s that, and
there’s the distribution of wealth in our nation’s economy.
The tax bill of 2018 that passed with only Republican votes
gave a permanent tax reduction to corporations. Regular
taxpayers saw a temporary tax break but many of these
tax cuts will expire in 2025 and around 65 percent of the
population will have a sizable tax increase in the following
couple of years, per Joseph E. Stiglitz's article in The New
York Times on October 31, 2020. Resulting deficits could
leave a hole of billions or trillions of dollars, threatening
Social Security and Medicare, which most Americans rely
on.

In Willits, there’s not enough housing — period, but also
very little affordable housing for the elderly and disable.
In fact, there’s not even enough such housing for people
who could afford to buy something. In areas where they
have them, a rented two-room older condo with minimal
care for two people often costs around $6,000 or more per
month! Can you afford that, especially when you're old and
not working? There are other solutions to be found, more
affordable ones.

Developing more housing depends, of necessity, on
expanded water and distribution capacity, more street
construction, expanded sewer capacity, energy and internet
— all that stuff we depend on to live. Local development of

WESTWOOD REAL

Kent Westwood, Broker

CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078 .

Joe Morf, Agent

CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

“Zillow Premier Agents”

Bill Barksdale

Columnist

needed housing and care for those in need starts in the
community. We can't just say “costs go up faster than
income and we just have to live with less,” leaving people
homeless. This is a dilemma that we have to create a

solution for. Everything starts with planning.

Willits needs more housing for the elderly
and disabled. More housing needed for
everyone, really. Here’s part of the equation:
We ask, “What are the people’s incomes in
the area?” Then create housing that most
people can afford. People who are living
in just regular housing today, will likely
be wanting the more “senior” versions of
housing and ways of living in the future.
Let's just start planning it now! Create
apartments and condos, on large lots and
small acreage that we can get infrastructure
to. The housing by the Willits Senior Center
is a start.

Local government — | request that you
begin with zoning. Willits is a mishmash of dysfunctional
zoning, it just grew that way. But it doesn’t have to stay
that way. The tool of the general plan is really a vision
statement of how we want things to grow. What would a
better-planned, more-convenient-to-live-in, beautiful Willits
look like?

Willits, like many places, has limited city staff and funds.
Only so much can be done at a time. Things have to be
prioritized. That's why a plan is so important! When you
have a long-term plan — say a 10-year plan — then each
decision, everything you fix or expand or zone for, becomes
a step toward that vision, that plan. That's how the tool of
planning works. That's how all goal-setting works.

As my column title advises: “They’re playing our song.”
Meaning, we're all headed in that direction. Nice elder-
care housing could be ready in three to four years with the
cooperation of city and builder / developers. Good, creative
planning can get us a place to live that is well-planned,
well-built, safe and attractive. The question
of affordability comes up again. There are
ways. We need to find them, and to create
affordability with legislation and evaluation of
resources. It's our future after all.

In one episode of “The Golden Girls,”
Sophia says, “It costs money to get old.” The
price is not only a place to live, many people
become “homeless” as they grow old for lack
of funds. The suicide rate of Americans 85
years or older is over 20 percent. White males
made up 69.38 percent in 2019 of suicides,
per the Centers for Disease Control! If you
or anyone you know is thinking of suicide,
please call 800-273-8255 or 911, or call a
trusted friend or family member. Pause, and
talk with someone, please.

Factors of growing old or disabled include: growing old
in place (in your home with help), homelessness, health
care, managed care, assisted living, food, lack of enough
income, family assistance or lack of, mental-health issues,
loneliness, pets, affordable housing, failing health and
pain, death of friends, discovering new interests, finding
ways to be happy.

As a community we need to be talking about these
issues, and finding solutions. We can't just ignore that
this is happening. Most of us will be dealing with at least
some of these issues as we age. Earlier | mentioned
planning, meaning primarily municipal planning by the city.
The pissing match between the county and the city about
land has to end. The city must zone for needed housing
development and facilities. Fix the broken patchwork of
zoning in Willits and create appropriate housing for our
aging population. Expensive, inadequate housing on big
lots is not the answer. Selling land to the highest bidder for
more industrial development in town is definitely not the
answer. Let’s get serious!

| don’t care what your age is; you will need this type
of housing if you live long enough. Get vocal. Attend city
council meetings and ask that senior housing with various
levels of care get in the plan. It doesn’t have to all be care-
type facilities. It can be co-housing with sharing of some
facilities, condos above commercial space as one sees in
many towns and cities, small houses on tiny lots with a
common parking area. These are all types of development
that are being done right now all over the country. Believe
me when | say, they're playing our song as we age and look
toward what we need here. If you want to stay in Willits, as
| do, we need places to live that work for older and disabled
people. And while we're at it, for everyone really.

Bill Barksdale was inducted into the 2016 Realtor® Hall
of Fame, and served as chair of the County of Mendocino
Assessment Appeals Board, settling property-tax disputes
between the county assessor and citizens and businesses.
Read more of Barksdale’s columns on his blog at www.
bbarksdale.com.

ESTATE

Marcos Diaz

707.480.7930

DRE#02139769

iSe habla espaiiol!

“LUXE PLACES

Peter Smith
7/07.570.6138

DRE#01205926
Peter@sasin.com

More than 50 years of experience in
real estate, property management,
and home restoration!

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Great Residential Building
Lot In Town

This is an outstanding one-of-a-kind ranch property. G
3,700 sq. ft. custom lodge style home with every comfort you
would want. There are 3 bedrooms and 3 full baths, a custom
kitchen, a huge river rocked fireplace, office and many other
features. Large barn, horse barn, shop, fenced pastures and
well water. Borders Rocktree Creek.
Reduced to $1,999,975

The lot is .29 of an acre, mostly level and buildable.
All city utilities are available at this convenient
location. $140,000.

open area.
$59,500

Roomy mobile home
located in a nice spot in
the park. There are
2 bedrooms and 2 baths, [EeS
a wheel chair ramp and
a small sunny garden [
spot. Borders a lovely [

Close to Town

203+/- Acres Gorgeous Branscomb Property
166 +/- acres zoned TP. 37+/- acres zoned RRS5. There are

approximately 96 acres of level land with close to %’s of a mile of
the Eel River running through the middle of the property. Paved
road access, power, phone, redwood timber & an active harvest

plan. Old large, timbered barn with PG&E. $1 495,000

SUMMIT

REAI.h'l'Y

thage Queen Anne Cottage

For information or an appomlment to view please call:

Randy and Ruth Weston
707-459-4961 « 707-489-3333
CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacific .net
557 South Main Street ¢ Willits

3 ﬁ In need of restoration. This
Victorian home was built
around 1902. It is located in
a convenient part of town. It
will be a lovely showplace
M when it is brought back to its

original condition.

$269,000

COLDWELL BANKER
MENDO REALTY

*

Tara Moratti
Broker-Owner
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - cell

First Time on the Market
for This Westside
Foothills Beauty

Located on 0.50+/- Acres. Features a
2 - Story home with 2,286 Sq Ft of living
space, an attached 2 car garage,
above-ground pool, raised garden beds,
and grid-tie solar. Interior features include
3 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms, office/den, formal
dining area, living room with sweeping vaulted ceilings,
laundry room, and master suite with private balcony.
There is ample off street parking, a sprawling network
of decks, basketball hoop, and so much more for
entertaining and relaxing on your hilltop oasis. Location
is private and close to town. This is a must see property
with all the amenities. Offered at $595,000

Specializing in Mendocino County Real Estate
www.LiviInMendo.com e livinmendo@gmail.com
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