
Donations Accepted  Edition No. 89 Thursday, January 22, 2015

  Sip Some

SOUP

Woodhouse 
named 

to pot 
committee

Third District Supervisor 
Tom Woodhouse has 
accepted an appointment 
to a board of supervisors ad 
hoc committee to look at the 
potential economic impacts 
to Mendocino County 
of statewide marijuana 
legalization, which many 
observers predict will take 
place in January 2017.

The other member of the 
ad hoc committee is Second 
District Supervisor John 
McCowen. 

Both Woodhouse and 
County CEO Carmel Angelo 
were careful to state what 
the ad hoc committee will 
do, and what it will not do. 

“It will not be setting 
policy. It won’t be about 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

WCA garners 
popular 
support 

at council 
meeting

Supporters of the Willits 
Center for the Arts filled the 
chambers at the last city 
council meeting in a strong 
show of support for the 
center.

WCA brought in $4,400 
from its Holiday Crafts 
Fair, collected $2,265 
from membership dues, 
with more to come, and 
scheduled an art auction for 
October, WCA member and 
former arts commissioner 
June Ruckman said.

“We have food, music and 
a wonderful evening of art 
that the people of Willits look 

Zack Cinek
Reporter
zack@willitsweekly.com

Gas leak 
on Franklin 

Avenue

A gas leak on Friday 
afternoon on Franklin 
Avenue resulted in the 
short-term evacuation of 
two residences, Little Lake 
Fire Department Fire Chief 
Carl Magann said. 

PG&E has been working 
on replacing the gas main 
on Franklin Avenue, but the 
new main has not yet been 
hooked up. This leak was 
from a gas line running from 
the old main to a residence, 
Magann said. The line was 
broken by dirt falling down 

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

City 
endorses 
REACH 

sublease plan

City council members 
gave their endorsement 
Tuesday night for the city 
to negotiate a sublease 
agreement with REACH to 
begin flights from the Willits 
airport.

The council’s action gave 
the go-ahead on crafting an 
agreement for month-to-
month operations of REACH 
from the airport.

REACH moved a 
helicopter and crew to the 
Ukiah airport last week 
– a statement from the 
company said that was a 
temporary move.

City Manager Adrienne 
Moore told council members 
she has been assured by 
REACH’s Ana Blair that 

Zack Cinek
Reporter
zack@willitsweekly.com

CEO Angelo  
to head 

county 
water 

agency

County CEO Carmel 
Angelo will be appointed 
to head the county’s 
water agency, supervisors 
informally agreed Tuesday. 
Angelo said she would 
be willing to accept the 
appointment.

Currently, Angelo is CEO 
of Mendocino County and 
also wears at least two 
ancillary hats: director of 
the county’s Department 
of Emergency Services 
and clerk of the board of 
supervisors. The board 
of supervisors sits as the 
board of directors of the 
county water agency. 

The agency has had a sad, 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Business and 
building 

revenue 
picture 

improves
City Hall has released its 

latest figures on business 
licenses. In December 2014, 
seven Willits businesses got 
on the books with the city. 
The list of new business 
licenses includes:

● Margy Michels FHCC, 
a family childcare business 
operated by Margy Michels.

● Energize Willits, a 
Zumba studio operated by 
Megan Hall.

● Hidden Agenda, a 
special events venue 
operated by Corazon Elliott.

● Gateway Games, a 
video game store.

Over on Page 11

Read the rest of
REACH

Over on Page 11

Read the rest of
Angelo

Over on Page 9

Read the rest of
Revenue
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Read the rest of
Franklin
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Left: The sinkhole on West Mendocino Avenue as crews started working.       Photo by Rod Wilburn, public works director for the City of Willits

Right: Later, city workers used a backhoe to move gravel into the void.                                                                        Photo by Maureen Moore

The 16th annual Sip Some Soup benefit for Willits Daily 
Bread is coming up in just over two weeks, on Saturday, 
February 7, and more creative soup makers are needed. 

“We need 24 soup makers altogether,” said Daily Bread 
director Cindy Savage. Everyone – individuals, businesses, 
organizations, churches, youth groups – is warmly invited to 

participate. You don’t have to be 
a fancy chef to enter the contest, 
held at the Willits Community 
Center each year to the acclaim 
of a big crowd. 

“Everybody has so much fun,” Savage said. “The soup 
makers, the people tasting the soups…. Everybody loves 
Emandal’s bread, and the Seventh Day Adventists are 
doing their great desserts again. It’s a big social event for 
Willits, and the competition is fierce but fun.”

Sip Some Soup is the major annual fundraiser for Willits 
Daily Bread, which offers a hot dinner Monday through 
Thursday at St. Anthony’s Parish Hall. What happens 

at this unique Willits fundraising event is that attendees 
sample each soup in the competition, and then vote for their 
favorites. First-, second- and third-place prizes are awarded 
for soups, and there’s a “Best Decorated Table” prize, too.

Entry fee is $25, but there are scholarships available. 
Soup makers should make at least 3 gallons of soup, 
and bring a crockpot. Table decorations and signage are 
welcome; but cups and spoons are provided. 

Eric Glassey, board president for Willits Daily Bread, 
encourages newbies to enter: “The peer counselors have 
won Sip Some Soup in the past; people can come without 
ever doing it before and come out a winner.”

“It’s a great way to give back to the community,” Glassey 
said. “Some people say this is their favorite event of the 
year.”

To sign up, call Savage at 367-5669 or 459-2579, or drop 
by Willits Daily Bread, 58 Bush Street, Monday through 
Thursday from 3 to 6:30 pm to pick up an entry form. 

Sip Some Soup needs soup makers!

Two arrested  
for car theft

A state traffic officer arrested 
two Willits residents on suspicion 
of auto theft January 15 following 
a routine traffic stop on Highway 
101 north of Baechtel Road.

David Carlos Amador, 31, 
and Heidi Leigh-Ann Hinton, 33, 
were taken into custody after 
they were pulled over about 
3:10 pm because the car they 
were driving was emitting heavy 
engine smoke, according to the 
California Highway Patrol.

During a license plate check, 
the CHP officer discovered the 
car had been reported stolen 
from Wagon Wheel Mobile Home 
Park. The officer also discovered 
drug paraphernalia in the vehicle.

Amador and Hinton were 
taken to county jail.

Willits Police Chief Gerry 
Gonzalez said the arrests did not 
appear to be connected with a 
recent rash of area car thefts.

– Dan McKee,  
contributing reporter

Willits man held 
in stabbing

Willits police arrested 21-year-
old Casey Ireland on suspicion 
of assault with a deadly weapon 
after he allegedly stabbed a 
47-year-old Willits man during an 
argument.

Police were called to Howard 
Memorial Hospital just after 8 pm 
Tuesday where the victim was 
being treated for a serious, but 
nonlethal, stab wound.

The man told police Ireland 
stabbed him after the two got 
into an argument on Raymond 
Lane. The man was able to drive 
himself to the hospital after the 
attack.

Police officers later located 
Ireland, arrested him, and 
recovered the weapon allegedly 
used in the attack.

Ireland was taken to county 
jail. Investigation into the attack 
continues.
This report based on a press 
release from the Willits Police 
Department. 

Willits man held for 
sexual assault

A 26-year-old Willits man is being held in 
county jail after sheriff’s deputies arrested him 
on suspicion of sexually assaulting and beating 
a 22-year-old woman.

Sean Shannon was taken into custody at noon 
on January 18 after Shannon’s live-in girlfriend 
went to the sheriff’s department Willits substation 
the night before and told deputies she had been 
attacked.

The woman was treated at Howard Memorial 
Hospital for “numerous injuries consistent with 
[an] assault,” sheriff’s investigators say.

During an interview, detectives learned 
Shannon allegedly had assaulted and sodomized 
the woman by force at the home the couple 
shared in the 24000 block of Birch Street shortly 
before 7 pm on January 17. When she tried to 
leave, Shannon allegedly beat her and held her 
against her will. The woman eventually was able 
to escape and contact a relative, who took her to 
the sheriff’s substation.

Sheriff’s deputies and detectives arrested 
Shannon at his home the next day on suspicion 
of felony domestic assault on a cohabitant, false 
imprisonment, and sodomy by force or fear.

He is being held on $100,000 bail.
This report based on a press release from the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office.

Sinkhole on West Mendocino Avenue

Photo by 
Maureen Moore

A sinkhole was discovered Friday morning on West Mendocino Avenue, at the intersection with Meadowwood Road. 
The City of Willits closed West Mendocino for several hours as crews worked on emergency repairs. Via the City of Willits 
Facebook page, the city announced right before 5 pm that repairs were completed, and West Mendocino was open again.

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com
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Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to 
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd 
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits 
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District 
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter 
publication from any one writer to once a month. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, 
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and 
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and 
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of 
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous 
source will be published, although a request to withhold the 
writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

Willits Weekly is a locally owned independent newspaper,
founded in 2013, covering the greater Willits area.
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What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers

FIND A WILLITS WEEKLY 
DISTRIBUTION BOX AT:

Old Mission Pizza, Brewed Awakening, Ace 

Copy & Shipping, Willits Post Office, Village 

Market, Ardella’s Downtown Diner, Willits 

Library, Scoops, J.D. Redhouse, Mariposa 

Market and The Country Skillet

GET YOURS:
I Y Willits 

Weekly T-Shirts
Sizes:  M - XXL 

$20  each

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

photographress

www.mphotographress.com  |  707-972-7047

Mphotographress

photography by maureen moore

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Coming Soon:
The Imitation Game Movie Times for 1/23 thru 1/29                                  This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

AMERICAN SNIPER

(R) 2 hrs 12 mins

Fri: 5:30 & 8:15pm
Sat: 12:00, 2:45, 5:30

& 8:15pm
Sun: 1:45, 4:30 & 7:15pm
Mon-Thurs: 4:30 & 7:15pm

STRANGE MAGIC

(PG) 1 hr 39 mins

Fri: 6:30 & 8:45pm
Sat: 11:45am, 2:00, 4:15,

6:30 & 8:45pm
Sun: 1:00, 3:15, 5:30 & 7:45pm

Mon-Thurs: 5:30 & 7:45pm

INTO THE WOODS

(PG) 2 hrs 4 mins

Fri: 5:45 & 8:30pm
Sat: 12:15, 3:00, 5:45

& 8:30pm
Sun: 2:00, 4:45 & 7:30pm
Mon-Thurs: 4:45 & 7:30pm

Rain didn’t deter more than 185 crab-lovers 
– some coming from as far as San Francisco 

– from attending the 
2015 Willits Rotary 
Crab Fest Saturday 
night.

Cathy Gott and Ann Alumbaugh, co-chairs of 
the event, were very pleased with the turnout 
and the support for this annual event. The 
new-this-year quarter auction was embraced 
enthusiastically by the attendees, and many 
bought several paddles for their bidding. The 
sound of quarters hitting the cans was very 
loud at times! The live auction’s special items – 
including a cord of wood and a metal elephant 
sculpture from La Bodega – were popular with 
the crowd and bidding was vigorous. 

Live music was provided by Willits Rotarian 
Bear Kamoroff on bass and “Mr. Boogie-

Woogie,” Ed 
Reinhart. Serving for 
the Crab Fest was 
done by Willits FFA 
members Caitlyn 

Forrester, Dara Collicot and Hailey Riley, their 
leaders and teachers Kelley Case-Brackett and 
Becky Bowlds, and Claire Case-Brackett. Willits 
Senior Center director Allyn Nonneman and 
board member Virginia Jorge were on hand to 
help out with ticket and auction paddle sales. 

The Willits Rotary Crab Fest started in 2003 
and has become a popular and tasty way to 
support Rotary’s Scholarship Program and the 
Willits Senior Center. President of Willits Rotary 
Tom Herman said: “On behalf of the Willits 
Rotary Club, I want to thank our community for 
supporting the Rotary Crab Fest. The event was 
very well attended, and early returns indicate 
that the event was a financial success. All the 
proceeds will go to support the Willits Senior 
Center and the Willits Rotary Scholarship 
program.” 

Crab Fest-ivity!
Jenny Senter
Contributing Writer

Above: The crowd at this year’s crab fest with their bidding paddles. Below: Attendees at the 2015 event including, from left: Carol and Jerry Myer; Bobbie and Jim Yokum; and brothers Chuck, at left, and 
Lee Persico with Edie Ceccarelli. Photos by Jenny Senter

Above: Saprina Rodriguez showcases a crabby 
mustache. At right: Server Claire Case-Brackett 
holds a pan of crab ready for the diners. 
Below, from left: Ed Reinhart and Bear Kamoroff 
perform at this year’s event. Allyn Nonnemann 
showcases a gift basket with assistance from Ann 
Alumbaugh on the microphone.  Jill Carey, Brock 
McDowell, and Tom Herman tend the bar.

Photos by Jenny Senter

REACH: Why not Howard  
Forest heliport?
To the Editor:
Willits Weekly’s reporter Mike A’Dair’s comment in his 
January 15 article on Brooktrails stated that I’m “an 
opponent of the siting of a helicopter medical transport 
operation at the Willits airport.”
Adair didn’t offer any specifics of my opposing the 
establishment of the base, but here are direct quotes on 
the public record made by me at a Brooktrails meeting – if 
A’Dair wants to call that opposing the establishment of the 
base: “This helicopter will enhance response times for the 
Willits area, but only if the helicopter is available, and not 
out on a call somewhere else in Mendocino or Humboldt 
counties that it will serve.” “If unavailable, helicopter 
service will come from Lakeport or Ukiah, as it does now.” 
“Although the helicopter service has positive aspects for 
the area, it also has some significant negative impacts, 
mostly for Brooktrails residents exclusively, in the form 
of noise generated throughout the night, operating close 
to homes and apartments.” “I ask the board to engage 
the City of Willits to mitigate the negative aspects of the 
helicopter coming to Willits to the fullest extent possible….”
It appears that the City of Willits shared my concerns, as in 
a Willits City Council meeting of November 12, they agreed 
that the REACH project did require a review under CEQA 
to address some of the concerns I raised publicly. 
Some have expressed opinions that the delay created 
by this review could cost lives, but whose delay is it? A 
newspaper article said that this project has been in the 
planning stages for three years. If this is the case, and 
had the proper procedures been followed, REACH should 
have been in operation at Willits airport when they said 
they would be in their July press release.
REACH got some pointed questioning at Brooktrails 
meetings. They were asked if they had ever operated 
this close to high-density residential areas before at their 
other bases, as they propose at Willits. They said yes, at 
Lakeport Lampson Field and Oceanside Municipal airport. 
That is on the record, but the facts do not seem to support 
those claims. Using Google Earth imaging measuring 
tools, the Oceanside operation is surrounded by industrial 
zoning, with the closest residence 1,700 feet from the 
REACH Oceanside operation. The REACH Lampson 
Field operation is surrounded by farmland with a single 
residence 650 feet away, but the Willits operation will be 
only 300 feet away from homes and apartments in a high-
density residential area.
We are so very fortunate that Adventist Health has made 
the investment in our community to build a first-class 
hospital for us. Our gratitude to Adventist Health and the 
people at Howard Hospital that helped make this happen 
cannot be overstated.
We are also grateful to REACH for investing in our 
community by establishing a base here; however, it won’t be 
the first-class operation that Adventist Health and Howard 
Hospital are providing, the way REACH has planned it, 
especially in terms of quality ground transport for critical 

patients. REACH has chosen Willits airport because it is 
normally above the fog line when the city and the hospital 
are fogged in, but that means that transporting patients 
from Willits airport by ambulance will entail transporting 
patients through residential Brooktrails, down Sherwood 
Road, through all of the intersections of downtown Willits, 
to the other end of the city to the new hospital.
REACH has used the Howard Forest Cal Fire heliport 
for patient transfers in the past. That heliport has two 
helipads, a large jet fuel tank that could possibly be used 
on a metered sharing basis, and room for crew quarters 
at the facility. Not only is that heliport up out of the fog at 
virtually the same elevation as the Willits airport, but the 
ambulance transport would be at freeway speeds most of 
the way, no stoplights to negotiate, and a much shorter 
distance, and shorter transport time, to our new hospital. 
People have talked about this Willits airport basing delay 
possibly costing lives, but how about the delay of a fast 
helicopter flight to a slow ambulance transport from Willits 
airport? How many lives will that cost?
REACH was asked on the record if they had investigated 
basing the new Willits operation at the Howard Forest 
heliport, and they said words to the effect of: No, we 
haven’t; it’s too difficult dealing with the state, but we do 
recognize the ground transport issue.
We can talk about environmental impacts, but the most 
important factor is the quality of service the patients will get 
from REACH basing at Willits airport. It’s quality of service 
that has made Howard Hospital outstanding in its field. 
My on-the-record comments about the ground transport 
issue were never picked up by either of the two local 
newspapers, and if after reading this letter, anybody feels 
that I am an opponent to the siting of a helicopter medical 
transport operation at the Willits airport, I stand guilty as 
charged, when a better option was not investigated.
Maybe Mike A’Dair could be a good investigative reporter 
and look into what might be behind the Willits airport 
decision, and if anybody stands to make a significant 
amount of money from the REACH operation at Willits 
airport, at the expense of quality, timely, ground transport 
for patients.

Paul Trexel, Brooktrails

Arts Center ad hoc
To the Editor: 
At the January 14 Willits City Council meeting, the city 
manager brought forth a discussion regarding the future 
use of the Willits Center for the Arts, reporting that efforts to 
establish the Willits Center for the Arts as an independent, 
self-sustaining entity had stalled. About 50 community 
members were in attendance for this matter, many 
speaking in support of WCA’s continued operations and 
activities. Subsequently, Mayor Bruce Burton established 
an ad hoc committee to provide a forum for community 
input and explore several potential options regarding the 
future of the WCA, in order to better inform the decision-
making of the city council.

The city council and city staff are very appreciative of all 
of the volunteers who have stepped forward over the last 
several weeks to maintain activities, including sending out 
annual membership letters and managing the schedule of 
upcoming shows. It is also recognized that there is much 
interest throughout the community regarding the future of 
the WCA, as many community members have offered up 
alternative ideas for the future of the WCA.
In the meanwhile, it is important to note that the city has 
not entered into any agreement with any individual or 
group, nor has anyone outside of the city been designated 
and authorized to serve as the city’s representative and 
spokesperson relative to the WCA. The ad hoc committee, 
working with city staff and community members, will 
present a formal recommendation to the full city council 
upon the conclusion of weighing all options presented 
during this review process.
For official information regarding the future of the WCA or 
facility rentals, please contact Willits City Hall at 459-4601 
or cityclerk@willitscity.com.

Adrienne Moore, manager, City of Willits

Let’s go do-si-do
To the Editor: 
The Willits’ Frontier Twirlers is considering starting a 
Beginning Square Dancing class on Monday nights 
beginning on February 2. Dancing begins promptly at 
7 pm, so new dancers are encouraged to come at least 
10 minutes early to register. Class is from 7 to 8 pm, with 
dancing from 8 to 9 pm, called at the level of dancers who 
are present. Singles and couples and all ages are welcome. 
Square dancing does require a commitment to attend 
regularly, as each week new dance calls are learned and 
one week builds upon the information of the week before. 
There is a monthly fee of $20/person. Young dancer 
scholarships are available.
The club meets at the WCA (Willits Center for the Arts) 
upstairs, elevator accessible, with a beautiful wooden 
floor. Lawrence Johnstone is a gifted caller/teacher with 
a clear, fine voice and a vast diverse collection of music. 
He always keeps it interesting and challenging, even at the 
basic level. Lawrence also calls in Ukiah and Fort Bragg. 
Visit the Frontier Twirlers on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/WillitsFrontierTwirlers. 
Square dancing is “Friendship Set to Music,” and there is 
the real pleasure of couples cooperating, creating complex 
patterns to an increasing vocabulary of calls. It is good for 
the body and the brain. Many busy people find it a way to 
do something social with or without a partner and get some 
exercise too.
We hope you’ll join us and become part of our square 
dancing family. If you have questions, please contact 
Emmy Good at Emmy@pacific.net or Jenny Watts at 
Wattsup@gmail.com.

Emmy Good, Willits
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OBITUARY | Michael Posey

Michael Posey
Michael Hubert Posey was born October 22, 1960 in 

San Francisco. On January 13, 2015 at the age of 54, he 
went to be with his family and the Lord, following a long 
illness. Michael was adopted by the Posey family at the 
age of 2 days, and Willits became his home. He attended 
the local schools and graduated from Willits High in June 
of 1979.

Mike is well-known for his involvement as a coach and 
president of the Willits Little League. He was a member 
of the local Odd Fellows Chapter and the Willits Valley 
R.E.A.C.T. team. He also gave more than 20 years’ service 
as a cook and kitchen supervisor for the Willits Senior 
Center’s monthly breakfasts and annual Thanksgiving 
Community Dinner.

Mike’s proudest moment was when he became the 
first Reserve Police Officer to ever receive an “Officer of 
the Year Award.” He enjoyed watching old Westerns and 
collecting John Wayne movies, and could always be seen serving up food for the annual 4th of July 
BBQ. His greatest enjoyment was camping and hunting with his friends. 

Mike was preceded in death by his parents, Hubert and Mary Posey, who he had taken care of for 
many years prior to their deaths, and his sister, Linda King of Florence, Oregon.

He is survived by his sister, Jeanette Valador of Willits; his aunt, Bea Barella of Reno, Nevada; and 
many nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews, all of whom he totally adored.

Services will be held on Sunday, January 25 at the St. John’s Lutheran Church on Mill Creek Drive. 
A potluck reception at noon will be followed by a 1 pm Memorial Service to honor and remember Mike.

Arrangements are under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.

Puzzle Page & More Crossword Puzzle

In The Stars

Sudoku

CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Mandela’s party
  4. Gives up territory
  9. Yellow edible Indian fruit
 11. Storefront coverings
 14. King of Huns
 15. Atomic #18
 16. Jive talk for ignored
 18. D. Tartt’s third novel
 23. Three-toed sloth
 24. Gained through effort
 25. Macaw’s genus
 26. Helps little firms
 27. A large group  
       of pheasants
 28. Baby bed
 29. English dictionary (abbr.)
 30. Yellow-fever mosquitos
 32. Liquify
 34. Add a supplement
 38. Insistence on traditional  
       correctness
 39. Milk, butter & cheese
 40. = to 10 amperes
 43. Mined mineral
 44. Greek god of war
 45. Don’t know when yet
 48. Fellow
 49. Detailed criteria for 
       a piece of work

 50. Special Spanish dish
 53. Atomic #46
 54. CBS This Morning  
       hostess
 56. Rubber tree genus
 58. Pa’s partner
 59. A tiny bubble in glass
 60. Lost light
 63. Surface boundary
 64. Islands
 65. = to 1/100 yen

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Subside in intensity
  2. __ Hale, Am. revolutionary
  3. Leafstalk herbaceous  
      plant
  4. Price of a ride
  5. 1/2 an em
  6. Execute or perform
  7. Narrative poems
  8. Breathe deeply and  
       heavily
 10. 1/40 inch button measure
 11. Morally reprehensible  
       person
 12. For instance
 13. Members of U.S. Navy
 17. Crown
 19. Old English
 20. Libyan dinar

 21. Goddess of the rainbow
 22. Catch
 26. Fern spore mass clusters
 28. Music disc
 30. All without specification
 31. -__, denotes past
 32. A young canine
 33. Biblical Sumerian city
 34. __ Hitler
 35. Marched in a procession
 36. Patchy in color
 37. Trauma center
 38. Time after midday
 40. The expanse of a surface
 41. Develops into
 42. Equally
 44. 4th month (abbr.)
 45. Nervous & taut
 46. Emits blood
 47. Assert without proof
 49. Saturates in liquid
 50. No. Italian river
 51. Article
 52. Mayflower cooper John
 54. Filippo  __, Saint
 55. Begetter
 57. Old Dominion state
 61. Raised railroad track
 62. Point midway between  
       N and E

How To Sudoku:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
Sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

ARIES 
Mar 21/Apr 20

Take a leadership role on a work 
assignment, Aries. If your interest 
in work has been waning of late, 
a more active role may help you 
change your perspective.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, there is nothing you 
cannot accomplish this week. The 
sky is the limit in terms of your 
potential. All you need to do is 
focus your energy on a particular 
task.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21

Let something that’s been 
bugging you cool off for the time 
being, Gemini. There’s plenty of 
time to revisit the situation later, 
and you will be glad you took 
some time away.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22

You’re willing to give a loved one 
the benefit of the doubt when that 
person makes a proposal that 
seems to come out of nowhere. 
Your patience will be appreciated.

LEO 
Jul 23/Aug 23

Expect to be surprised by good 
news, Leo. Share your good 
fortune with others this week, and 
you will realize the good news will 
prove even more enjoyable.

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22

You may benefit from a change 
of scenery, Virgo. If you have the 
time, book a getaway to an exotic 
locale and make the most of this 
time to rest, relax and recharge.

LIBRA 
Sept 23/Oct 23

Libra, rest assured that a broken 
heart or bruised ego will not last 
too long. There are big changes 
ahead in your personal or 
professional life, so keep your 
eyes open.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22

Taking charge comes naturally to 
you, Scorpio. In fact, you thrive in 
this role. But this week you may 
have to play second fiddle for the 
good of the team.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

You seem to be operating on auto-
pilot this week, Sagittarius. Your 
routine has become so ingrained 
that things are automatic. Make a 
few minor changes to liven things 
up.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20

Spend the week in as much 
quiet contemplation as you can 
manage, Capricorn. You have 
a few big questions to work out 
and can only think when you have 
private time. 

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18

. Aquarius, dissatisfaction at 
work has you wondering if things 
would be different elsewhere. 
Sometimes a change of attitude 
can give you an entirely new 
perspective.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, a loved one comes to you 
seeking guidance this week, but 
don’t be bummed if they ultimately 
do not heed your advice.

Activities & fun for kids of all ages

OBITUARY | Mary Lee Hankes

Mary Lee 
Hankes

Mary Lee Hankes of Willits, age 75, 
went to her new home in heaven January 
18, 2015 surrounded by family at her 
daughter’s home. Mary battled cancer 
for many years, but even in the midst 
of it all would have a friendly smile and 
was always concerned and interested in 
other people’s lives. One of her favorite 
sayings that she got from her son was 
“It is what it is!” Her faith in God was 
also a very evident part of her life, which 
gave her the sweet spirit that was quite 
evident to all.

She was born November 14, 1939 in 
Tahlequah, OK. Mary was the second 
child of Hooper and Doris Wheeler. At age 5, her father was killed honorably fighting for our 
country in World War II. About six months after her father’s death, her mother sold their home and 
car and the family boarded a train to Yakima, WA to be near her mom’s parents. Having relatives 
also in Fresno, CA, the family moved there early in 1946, where they lived for several years and 
her mother was re-married, to Harold Egy. Harold had a son, Harold, Jr. The new family eventually 
moved to Pollock Pines, CA.

Mary was married to Kenneth Mace in Pollock Pines on July 16, 1955. The couple moved to 
Willits shortly after their marriage, where Kenneth worked in a sawmill and they started a family 
three years later. They had two children, Margie and Kenny. Unfortunately that marriage ended 
in 1968.

Mary worked at Guslander’s Jewelry store in Willits for a few years and had other assorted jobs 
over the years, including driving seniors at the Willits Senior Center. She loved visiting with the 
older people and considered several of them very close friends.

Mary’s last job was as bus driver for the Willits Unified School District. There she had very many 
students who adored her … and some that didn’t. She didn’t take kindly to disobedience!

On June 6, 1990, she married Barron Hankes. The two enjoyed many road trips over the years, 
including taking their RV to Alaska, which was a trip they both felt fortunate to make. Besides 
visiting several of the western states, they were able to visit her birth state of Oklahoma, and 
they even were invited into the home where she was born by some friendly folks. Many a year 
the couple headed south to Tucson, AZ where they enjoyed the “snowbird” life in the wonderful 
southwestern sun. 

In May of 2013 Mary moved in with her daughter and family. Although still able to be very much 
active, life was made more comfortable by having care given to her. During that time she enjoyed 
family life with Margie, her husband, Mike, and granddaughter Alana. After moving in, her health 
became quite a bit better, and the family was able to make trips to Tucson two summers and did 
several local day trips in our beautiful county to help her enjoy the remaining time she had on 
this earth.

Mary was able to do some things on her “bucket list” as she called it. One was her desire to go 
back east, which she did in October of 2013. She visited a longtime friend in Virginia and had a 
wonderful time. Mary had always wanted to go to the tropics, but had never had the opportunity. 
So in February of 2014, Mary, Margie, Mike and Alana were fortunate to fly to Maui, Hawaii for 
some fun in the sun. That was a trip that she thoroughly enjoyed. 

Mary is survived by her husband, Barron Hankes, daughter Margie Smith and son-in-law Michael 
Smith, granddaughter Alana Smith, son Kenny Mace and daughter-in-law Lisa Mace, all of Willits. 
She is also survived by her older brother Eddie Wheeler and wife, Louise, of Wellington, NV and 
youngest brother Jerry Wheeler and wife, Glenda, of Willits. Granddaughter Emily Johnson with 
husband, Aaron, and great-grandchildren, Jayden, Marina, Devin and Hunter of Roseville, CA are 
also dearly loved survivors. Mary had niece Carie Sheperd and husband, James, of Orangevale, 
CA, niece Tamie McGowan and husband, Scott, of Folsom, CA, nephew Gary Wheeler and wife, 
Evelyn, of Carson City, NV and niece Julie Wheeler of Albuquerque, NM.

She also leaves behind sister-in-law Beverley (Hankes) Rutler of Keno, OR who had the honor 
of helping the Smith and Mace family with the last days of her life. Mary was pre-deceased by her 
father Hooper Edward Wheeler, mother Helen Doris Wheeler, step-father Harold Arthur Egy, and 
step-brother Harold Arthur Egy, Jr.

Arrangements were made by Anker-Lucier Mortuary. A celebration of Mary’s life will be held 
Saturday, January 24, 2015 at the Agape Bible Church in Willits, starting at 2 pm. A potluck will 
be held immediately following. Donations can be made in memory of Mary to Phoenix Hospice of 
Mendocino County.

1262 Blosser Lane • Willits, CA

Happy New Year, Willits! Let us help 
you reach your fi tness goals in 2015!

Studio Joy offers Zumba, Zumba Toning, Zumba Gold
and now R.I.P.P.E.D. to the Willits community.

Tuesday and Thursday night Zumba is now at 5:30,
followed by R.I.P.P.E.D. at 6:30

For our full schedule, our teachers and pricing, see our webpage: www.studiojoywillits.com 
or call: 707-841-7499. And like us on Facebook: Studio Joy, Willits

NEW STUDENTS:
Never been to our studio? First class is free!

New Student special: 5 classes for $35 (reg. $47.50). Limit 1 per person.

Returning Student special: Monthly passes on sale! $75
unlimited classes within the month! ($67.50 students and seniors).

• Discounts for teens, students and seniors
• Wellness Program participant with employees of Mendocino County,

Howard Hospital and Mariposa Market
• Children under 13 are always welcome and always FREE

R.I.P.P.E.D. with 
Judy Coughlin

Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 6:30 p.m. You are

welcome to use your Studio Joy 
cards and passes. Drop in $10.

Willits Unified School District’s Elementary School
Counseling Program is a grant funded program that
currently offers parenting groups and play groups to

families interested in both Spanish and English.

We also offer individual and group counseling to elementary students who attend Brookside, Blosser, 
or Sherwood elementary schools. Currently we have openings to families of elementary students 

interested in confidential family therapy. For more information please contact Katie Cochran, Lead 
Elementary School Counselor at katiecochran@willitsunified.com or at (707) 459-5385, ext 1440.

We are offering a 7 week
parenting group where parents can

connect and learn more effective ways
to deal with our children.

The group starts February 24th,
meeting once a week with

one week off for Spring Break.
Child care and refreshments

will be provided.

OBITUARY | Jean Marie Lewis Alaniz

Jean Marie 
Lewis Alaniz

Jean Marie Lewis Alaniz passed away at the age of 62 
in Santa Rosa, on November 24, 2014. Jean was born on 
December 7, 1951 to Carter A. Lewis and Virginia I. Lewis, 
in Florence, Arizona.

She is survived by her siblings Carolyne Graciano of 
Fortuna, Steve Lewis of Redwood Valley, and Michael 
Lewis of Willits; her children Shane (Sarah) Lewis of Willits; 
Brandy Lewis of Stockton, Jessica Garcia-Love of Willits, 
Justine Alaniz of Twin Falls, Idaho, and Alexis Alaniz of 
Willits; and all her many grandchildren.

Jean worked at Howard Hospital from 1989 to 2012, as 
a supervisor cook. It brought joy to her, serving the many 
doctors, staff and patients throughout the years.

Jean’s memorable moments were spending time with 
family and friends. She enjoyed visiting the ocean. She loved spoiling her grandkids.

A memorial service will be held at 12 pm on January 31, 2015 at the LDS church, 265 Margie Drive 
in Willits.

Donations can be made at Chase Bank.

OBITUARY | Rev. Ronald Penrose 

Rev. Ronald 
Penrose 

Rev. Ronald E. Penrose, age 76, went home to be with 
the Lord on January 12, 2015 while in the loving care of his 
family in his daughter’s home in Grants Pass, Oregon. He 
was born to John and Ethel (Stone) Penrose in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado on January 6, 1939. On April 3, 1960, he 
married Sue (Runyan) Penrose.

He served his country in the Armed Forces and later 
acquired his ordination and pastoral credentials through 
Bethany Bible College while pastoring the Assemblies 
of God Church in Anderson Valley and working for the 
Mendocino County Road Department, so he could support 
his family as well as financially support the church until 
it became self-sustaining. He also pastored the First 
Assemblies of God Church in Willits for 12 years.

As a pastor, he developed the Jr. Panther Basketball 
Program and was awarded a lifetime membership pin 

from the PTA in Anderson Valley, performed over 200 weddings, numerous funerals, offered marriage 
and family counseling on a regular basis to church members and members of the communities, was 
hospital and police chaplain, and served as a sectional representative for Lake Mendocino District for 
the Assemblies of God.

Pastor Ron is survived by his beloved wife of 54 years, Sue Penrose, his son Ron (Windy Penrose), 
daughter Rhonda, aka Suzie (Bruce Bartholomew), grandchildren Wesley Penrose, Wade Penrose, 
Ashley Penrose, William Bartholomew, Kaitlin Bartholomew, and Brooke Bartholomew, as well as his 
sister, Frances Lindemeir, and numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents 
John and Ethel Penrose and brother, Leslie Penrose.

A Celebration of Life service will be held on January 24, 2015 at 1 pm. at Ridgewood Ranch Chapel, 
16200 North Highway 101. In lieu of flowers the family is asking for all donations to be made to the 
scholarship fund for Kaitlin Bartholomew’s Bible College tuition, c/o The River Masters Commission 
(memo: Kaitlin Bartholomew’s tuition), 1687 East Horsehaven Avenue, Post Falls, ID 83854.

Weekly
Promotions
for January

459-7330 Management reserves
all rights.

100 Kawi Place
in Willits

MONDAYS - Rooster & Owls
Earn 3X Points all day.

Morning Session: 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Hourly Hot Seat Drawings for $50 Cash at 9, 10, 11 a.m. and 12 p.m.

Evening Session: 6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Hourly Hot Seat Drawings for $50 Cash at 7, 8, 9 and 10 p.m.

May win once per promotion day!
For both Morning and Evening sessions: Play 50 coin-in (150 sessions),

receive $5 Freeplay and a $2.00 Food Coupon

TUESDAYS - Guy’s Night
Earn 2X points all day.

6:00-10:00 p.m.
Play 50 coin-in (100 sessions), receive $5 Freeplay. Hot Seat Drawings every

half hour from 6:00-9:30 p.m. for $25 cash, last drawing at 10 p.m. for $100 Cash.

WEDNESDAYS - Ladies Night
2X points all day.
6:00-10:00 p.m.

Play 50 coin-in (100 sessions), receive $5 Freeplay. Hot Seat Drawings every half
hour from 6:00-9:30 p.m. for $25 cash, last drawing at 10 p.m. for $100 Cash.

THURSDAYS - Super Senior Day
The Senior Freeplay will be preloaded to the Players Club Card from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.: Hot Seat Drawings each hour. Winners receive $40 Cash.
Half off lunch coupon for those partcipating.

Specials posted at Creekside Café. 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

FRIDAYS - Friday Fun
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.: Earn 100 points, receive $10 freeplay
2:00-8:00 p.m.: Hourly Hot Seat Drawings for $75 Cash

9:00 p.m.: Hot Seat Drawing for $100 Cash

SATURDAYS - Winter Wonderland Cash
4:00-10:00 p.m.

Hourly Hot Seat Drawings. Have a change to win up to $150 Cash.

SUNDAYS - Snowfl ake Surprise
12:00 Noon-9:00 p.m.

Random Hourly Hot Seat Drawings. The Winner will choose a Snowfl ake of their choice
and have a chance win up to $150 Cash.

Questions? Comments?
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Willits Weekly’s 
‘Phrase Find’
Match the phrases below to their specific 

advertisement in this edition for a chance at a prize!
Every month, a random week – or multiple weeks – will be chosen for Willits Weekly to 

run our new Phrase Find contest.
The contest will feature five phrases that can each be found in an ad in the current 

edition. Each phrase will match only one advertisement. 
The first person to email the correct answers to willitsweekly@gmail.com will win a 

prize. 
For this week’s prize, Noyo Theatre is offering two tickets to the movies  

(up to a value of $8.50 each) to the winner. 
Answers will only count as correct if they include the complete name of the business, 

as shown on the ad where the phrase is found.
Winners will be replied to via email and will receive instructions on how to get their prize 

at that time. Winners will also be publicly announced in the next round of Phrase Find. 
Phrase Find will be run on random weeks at random intervals, so make sure to check 

often to see if the current edition contains the contest. Phrases will only be pulled from 
regular display advertisements: not from classifieds, news stories, letters to the editor, 
Calendar or other editorial content.

Facebook posts, messages, texts, phone calls, personal conversations or any other 
form of communication will not be counted as entries. All entries must be emailed to: 
willitsweekly@gmail.com only. Email time stamps/order in inbox will indicate the winner 
in the event of a tie. 

1. Where has someone spent “38 years of continued service”?
2. What is located at “500 D. Pinoleville Dr.”?

3. Where can you attend “R.I.P.P.E.D.”?
4. Who has “3 Different Grapefruits”?
5. Where does “Sandra Stolich” work?

Willits Weekly’s Phrase Find - January 22, 2015 - EMAIL answers to willitsweekly@gmail.com
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COLUMN | At the Movies

American 
Sniper

The Story: U.S. Navy SEAL 
Chris Kyle (Bradley Cooper) 
serves four tours of service in 
Iraq. He was the most lethal 
sniper in United States military 
history (this movie is based on 
a true story). His efforts to fulfill 
his personal moral obligations 
– his moral code – drive him to 
take risks which go well beyond 
the call of duty on the battlefield. 
Also, the movie shows how his 
moral code affects his family life 
on returning from war.
My Thoughts: I have always 
believed that the U.S. invasion 
of Iraq in 2003 was perhaps 
the greatest mistake in U.S. 
history. I share this political 
analysis, at least in part, with 
our long-time allies France, 
Germany and New Zealand. 
That said, there are times when 
I set aside my personal beliefs 
about history (writ large) in 
favor of the personal struggle 
of an individual who is trapped 
inside that history. Stated 
simply, Chris Kyle thinks that if 
he does not fight jihadis in Iraq, 
then we will have to fight them 
here in America ... that’s what 
he believes.

In the code of the American 
West, it’s said that “a man’s 
got to do what a man’s got to 
do.” Clint Eastwood directed 
“American Sniper” (and no, 
Eastwood does not make Chris 
Kyle into Dirty Harry), but Kyle’s 
sense of duty in defiance of 
death certainly makes him a 
Clint Eastwood hero.

So, what do I think? I think 
this is an exceptionally good 
movie.
Parents: Not for children. 
Realistic and terrifying battle 
scenes and horrific slaughter, 
blood and death. There is no 
celebration of military combat, 
just the fear and the blood and 
the necessity of killing.
More for Parents: Chris Kyle 
was raised to believe that it is 
a man’s duty to be a protector 
of those who cannot protect 
themselves. This movie shows 
how he tries to live by that duty, 
and it is a true story. So there’s 
the good and the bad of it.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his 
reality attenuated by the wisdom of the 
imagination.

Daniel Essman
Columnist

Thursday, January 22
Tours of Willits Charter School: Interested parents and 
guardians are invited to “Come see the beautiful campus, 
meet the new director, see the classes ‘in action,’ and have 
all of your questions answered.” Thursday, January 22 from 
10:15 to 11:30 am; Thursday, February 5 from 2 to 
3:15 pm; and Monday, March 
23 from 9 to 10:15 am. 
Students are welcome 
to attend. Questions: 
459-5506. 
“Little Shop of Horrors”: 
Willits Charter School 
Theatre Arts presents 
this “1986 American 
rock musical horror 
comedy” performed by 
Charter School students 
and directed by Billy 
Hetherington. Sponsored 
by and performed at the 
Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. The show is rated PG-
13: not meant for young children. January 22 at 7 pm is an 
open dress rehearsal; Friday, January 23, 7 pm, is opening 
night. The show continues on Fridays and Saturdays at 7 
pm, and Sundays at 2 pm, through February 1. Tickets are 
$10. Advance tickets are advised, and can be purchased at 
Willits Charter School, 1431 South Main Street. Info: WCS 
at 459-5506.
Shanachie Pub: Steven Bates, guitar. 6 pm, No cover. 
Visit www.myspace.com/stevenbatesmusician or www.
stevenbatesmusic.com. 50 South Main Street, behind 
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Friday, January 23
“Little Shop of Horrors”: Opening night, 7 pm; see 
Thursday, January 22 listing for details. 

Shanachie Pub: The 
Self-Fulfilling Prophecies, 
guitar. 9 pm, No cover. 
Visit www.myspace.com/
selffulfillingprophecies. 50 
South Main Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-
9194.

Saturday, January 24
“Little Shop of Horrors”: 7 pm; see 

Thursday, January 22 listing for details. 
Shanachie Pub: The Stringtown 

Ambassadors, from Swannanoa, North 
Carolina, combine Old Time and Celtic 
roots with a modern awareness. Visit 
www.stringtownambassadors.com. 8 

pm. 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Sunday, January 25
Free Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop: 

Sanhedrin Nursery hosts this free workshop, from 10 am to 
2 pm at the nursery, 1094 Locust Street. Led by Dave Watts, 
nurseryman, and Richard Jeske, orchardist, this workshop 
will cover fruit tree and grape pruning. Rain 
or shine. No registration necessary. Info: 
459-9009.
Little League Signups: It’s time to sign up 
for 2015 Little League. Willits Redwood Little 
League serves youth ages 4 to 15 of Willits, 
Laytonville, and surrounding communities. 
Signups today, January 25, and Saturday, 
February 8 at Old Mission Pizza, 1708 South Main 
Street. 1 to 3 pm. $75 signup fee. $10 late fee for 
those registering after February 14. Please bring your 
player’s birth certificate and two proofs of address. For 
info, please call Melissa Coughlin 707-354-2226 or check 
the Willits Redwood Little League page on Facebook. 

“Little Shop of Horrors”: 2 pm matinee; see Thursday, 
January 22 listing for details. 
“Renew, Reroof”: a concert at Willits United Methodist 
Church, to help raise money to put a new roof on the 
church. The concert begins at 5 pm and will be followed 
by a soup supper at 6:30.  282 School Street, across from 
the Grange. Local musicians scheduled to perform include 
“Just Enough,” an ensemble of Kate Black, Clancy Rash 
and Helen Falandes; the Emandal Chorale; and young 
singer-songwriter-cellist Sarah Rose McMahon. Suggested 
donation for the concert is $10 and for the supper $8, with all 
sales at the door the night of the concert. 

Tuesday, January 27
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All 2D movies 
that are in their second week are $5 on Tuesdays at the Noyo 
Theatre for all ages, all showings. This week’s Tightwad 

movie: “American Sniper” and “Into the Woods.” 
For showtimes: www.noyotheatre.com. 57 

East Commercial Street. 459-6696.

Thursday, January 29
“Dance for Rey” Zumba Fundraiser: 
Energize Willits hosts this Zumba 
fundraiser to support the medical 
fund for Rey Amador, who was 
recently diagnosed with colon 
cancer. Hidden Agenda, 399 
South Main Street. 6 pm. $10 
donation. 100 percent of the 
proceeds will benefit the Amador 

family. For info: 707-583-ZFUN.
Shanachie Pub: twice-monthly Jazz 

Night with local musicians. Jazz 
standards infused with funk, 
hip hop, world and free-form 
jamming. “Fellow jazz musicians 
are encouraged to bring their 
and partake during the second 
set, so long as it fits within the 
moment of sounds!” 8 pm. No 
cover. 50 South Main Street, 
behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 
459-9194.

Friday, January 30
“Arsenic and Old Lace”: 
This dark comedy, a classic 
of American theater for seven 
decades, opens tonight at the 
Willits Community Theatre at 
8 pm, starring Virginia Hanley 
and Janet Denninger as two 
elderly Brooklyn sisters who 
invite lonely old bachelors into 
their home ... only to dispatch 
the men from their misery with 
arsenic-tainted elderberry 
wine. Runs through Sunday, 
February 15, with performances 
on Thursdays at 7 pm for $10; Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm for $15; and some Sunday matinees at 2 pm for $10. 
Advance tickets are available in person at Mazahar, 38 South 
Main Street, online at www.brownpapertickets.com, or leave 
a message at the WCT office, 707-459-0895. Tickets will 
also be available at the door for all performances. See article 
elsewhere on Calendar page for more details. 

“Little Shop of Horrors”: 
7 pm; see Thursday, 
January 22 listing for 
details. 
Shanachie Pub: Mad 

Cow Jazz, jazz/swing featuring Charlie Valley 
(vocals), Dorian May (piano, band leader), 
Dorothea May (bass), and Jesse Bessoni 
(drums). Visit: www.reverbnation.com/
madcowjazz.  8 pm. 50 South Main Street, 
behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, January 31
“Arsenic and Old Lace”: 8 pm, see Friday, 
January 30 listing for details. 
“Little Shop of Horrors”: 7 pm; see 
Thursday, January 22 listing for details. 

Sunday February 1
“Growing Soil & Nutrition”: presentation by 
John Jeavons, internationally known educator 
and developer of the Grow BioIntensive 
method of small-scale agriculture. 4 pm 
at Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. 
Sponsored by Willits Economic Localization. 
Info: Madge at mstrong@willitsonline.com or 

459-1493. See article elsewhere in Calendar for details. 
“Little Shop of Horrors”: 2 pm closing matinee; see 
Thursday, January 22 listing for details. 

Have an event or something to add 
to Willits Weekly’s Calendar? 

Email us! willitsweekly@gmail.com 

What's Happening Around Town                                                                                     
Things to do, see and enjoy in and around Willits        Ongoing 

Events
Willits Winter Farmers Market: from 3 to 5:30 pm 
every Thursday at Little Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street, with produce, local meats and fish, local 
grains, dinner, baked goods, gift items, chocolates, 
crafts, live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, 
and more.
Art Works by Robert Nixon, Sr. at WCA: the 
January exhibit at the Willits Art Center features 
watercolors and oil paintings, landscapes of local 
scenes, still lifes, and abstracts, by the late Robert 
Nixon, Sr. Art works priced to sell; all proceeds to 
benefit the Willits Center for the Arts. Runs through 
January 25 at the Willits Art Center, 71 East 
Commercial Street. Gallery hours are Thursdays 
and Fridays from 4 to 7 pm, and Saturdays and 
Sundays from noon to 3 pm.
The Emandal Chorale: this community chorus 
based in Willits is in its 20th season, and you are 
welcome to join! Every Wednesday from 5 to 6:30 
pm. No auditions necessary. The Chorale meets 
upstairs at the Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East 
Commercial Street.
Willits Photography Club: meets at the Willits Art 
Center, 71 East Commercial Street, on the second 
Saturday of each month from 10 to 12 noon. All 
levels of experience welcome. Come to the back 
door of the Art Center.
Alateen Support Group: for teens ages 12-17 that 
are friends and family members of problem drinkers 
and/or addicts. For teens only. Every Thursday, 6 
to 7 pm, Room 44 at Willits High School, north of 
gym near pool. Contact: Aurelie at 707-489-1258 
or Cindy at 707-972-4748 or cynlamon@gmail.
com.
Junior Grange After-School Program: an after-
school program for kids ages 5 to 14, Mondays 
from 3 to 6 pm at Little Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street, Room 10. Membership fee: $1, plus $1 
annual dues. Info? Contact Zeynep at 707-972-
8558 or zeyny34@yahoo.com.
“Garb Me!”: an ongoing pattern draping evening 
every Wednesday from 6 to 8 pm at Wowser, 330 
East Commercial Street. Info: 459-9697, or drop 
by Wowser.
Mondays at Wowser: Free events at the Wowser 
maker space, 330 East Commercial Street. 6:30 
pm. Lectures, slide shows, flash videos, guest 
speakers, demonstrations. Info: 459-9697 or www.
wowserllc.com.
Cards and Games at Willits Library: free games 
in the Willits Library’s Community Room. Tuesday 
bridge sessions from 1:30 to 3:30 pm; Thursday 
bridge sessions from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Info: Donna 
at 459-9035. Tuesday evenings: “Dungeons and 
Dragons, the Adventurers’ League,” from 6 to 10 
pm. Both newbies and experienced players, ages 
13+, are welcome to join. Info: Dan at 972-3154. 
Saturday afternoons from 2 to 4:30 pm: Chess: 
bring your chess set and have some fun with 
friends. All ability levels welcome. Info: Raymond 
at 841-0473.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group with 
Linda Posner, Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. 
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at 
the Saint Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal 
Church, 66 East Commercial Street. Every 2nd 
and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 
459-4932.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom 
from Smoking” class sponsored by the Frank R. 
Howard Memorial Hospital. Every Wednesday at 
the HMH Conference Room, 1 Madrone Street, 
6 to 7 pm. RSVP to Jennifer Barrett at 707-540-
4208. Walk-ins are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at 
Body Works Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen 
gym: Monday to Friday from 2:30 to 5:30 pm; 
Boxing: Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7 pm; 
Karate: Kids aged 5 to 11 from 6 to 7 pm, Tweens, 
Teens and Adults at 7 pm. All SAL programs 
free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague 
or Mike Tobin: 354-0565. 
Shanachie Pub: Open Mic every Wednesday and 
World Music Open Mic every Monday. 8 pm. Sign-
ups start at 7 pm. 50 South Main Street, behind 
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194. 
Karaoke Night at Al’s Redwood Room: every 
Wednesday night, karaoke in the bar. 207 South 
Main Street. 459-2444.
Open Mic Jam at Al’s Redwood Room: 
every Friday night, hosted by Dream Capsule 
Entertainment, featuring talented, established local 
musicians from all over Northern California. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock. New talent welcome. Al’s Redwood 
Room, 207 South Main Street, starting at 9 pm. Mr. 
Larry’s New Orleans Outside BBQ Café Catering 
serving at Al’s on Fridays from 9 pm to 1:30 am. 
Questions? Call Mr. Larry: (707) 354-3197
Laytonville Winter Farmers Market: Mondays 
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at the Laytonville Grange. 
Buy local: vegetables, apples, juice, bakery, beef, 
lamb, pork, crafts, and more. 

Willits Elementary 
Charter School  

3rd Annual Winter Gala
The Willits Elementary Charter School’s 

3rd Annual Winter Gala is set for Saturday, 
February 7 at the Little Lake Grange, 291 
School Street; doors open at 4 pm. This 
luau-themed event will be catered by Zocalo 
Catering, featuring locally raised, spit-roasted 
pork, vegetarian kabobs, coconut rice and 
more. Also featuring Jenness Hartley on 
viola, student and staff performances, a raffle 
drawing and a silent auction. No host bar. Child 
care available. Dinner Tickets $20 each; buy a 
table for 8 for $140. Student performances start 
at 4:45 pm and dinner at 5:30 pm. Dinner and 
raffle tickets available at the WECS office, 405 
East Commercial Street (entrance on Lenore).

Free concert by pianist  
Sam Ocampo

Thursday, February 6
International concert pianist Sam Ocampo 

is performing a free concert on Friday, 
February 6, at 7 pm at the Willits Community 
Center, 111 East Commercial Street. 
“Ocampo has recorded more than a dozen 
albums and is a renowned music arranger 
and producer.  This free concert is open to 
the public and is sponsored by the Willits 
Christian Churches Fellowship. Space is 
limited: first come, first seated.

Beginning Square Dancing
The Willits’ Frontier Twirlers hopes to start a Beginning Square Dancing class 

on Monday nights beginning on February 2, at the Willits Center for the Arts. With 
enough interest, beginners class will run from 7 to 8 pm, with dancing to follow from 
8 to 9 pm. Caller/teacher Lawrence Johnson will call each evening’s dancing at the 
level of dancers who are present. New dancers are encouraged to come to class at 
least 10 minutes early to register. Singles and couples and all ages are welcome. 
$20/month, with young dancer scholarships available. More info at www.facebook.
com/WillitsFrontierTwirlers. Questions? Contact Emmy Good at Emmy@pacific.net 
or Jenny Watts at Wattsup@gmail.com.

WCS Fund Drive 
up to $27,875

Willits Community Services has reached a 
total of $27,875 as of Tuesday, in its Winter 
Fund Drive to raise $32,000 to help WCS 
continue to provide essential human services 
to the greater Willits and north Mendocino 
County communities. Donations can be mailed 
to: Willits Community Services, 229 East 
San Francisco  Avenue, Willits, CA  95490, 
or dropped off during office hours: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 12 to 5 pm. 
For questions, please contact 459-3333 or 
willitscs@gmail.com. 

All contributions are very much appreciated; 
this week’s contributors include Nancy Boone, 
Delores Braden, Michael Cunningham, Jed & 
Carlin Diamond, Sherrie Ebyam, Scott & Judy 
Ferleman, Michael Frey, Elaine Gallups, John & 
Doreen Glyer, Robert & Jeri Harman, Ken Larue 
& Carol Grice, Roz & Rick Lina, Sherry & Larry 
Minson, Diane Monteleone, Carol Orton, David 
& Ursula Partch, Ron’s Muffler & Automotive, 
Diane Smalley & Wallace Stahle, Allegra Steele, 
Donna Vaiano, and Jack & Joan Wade. 

Phoenix Hospice 
Volunteer Training

Phoenix Certified Hospice of Mendocino County will be 
providing training for interested hospice volunteers this February. 
Dates and times will be set after hearing from those interested in 
participating. 

“The goal of hospice is to provide compassionate, 
supportive, loving care for patients with a life-limiting 

illness in the comfort of their home,” said Tammy 
Long of Phoenix Hospice. “The hospice volunteers 
are vital members of the interdisciplinary team 
that serves our patients and their families. 

“Volunteers provide respite care for primary 
caregivers, visit with hospice patients; listen 

and tell stories; read books, play games or do 
various errands and tasks as needed. Several of our 

volunteers are singers or musicians who provide musical 
entertainment for patients and families,” Long said.

“Our volunteers are each talented in their own unique ways. 
They often express receiving great emotional and spiritual 
satisfaction from their relationships with hospice patients and 
families.”

The patient volunteer training will be held once a week for eight 
weeks and is free of charge. Classes will be held at the Home 
Health & Hospice Office, 100 San Hedrin Circle in Willits. To 
register or for more information call Tammy or Linda at 456-3244.

‘Arsenic 
and Old 

Lace’
opens January 30 

at WCT
The classic dark 

comedy “Arsenic and Old 
Lace” opens at the Willits 
Community Theatre on 
Friday, January 30 at 8 
pm. The production stars 
Virginia Hanley and Janet 
Denninger as two elderly 
Brooklyn sisters who 
invite lonely old bachelors 
into their home ... only to 
dispatch the men from their 
misery with arsenic-tainted 
elderberry wine.

Their nephew Mortimer 
Brewster, played by Kevin 
Klay, discovers their most 
recent and 11th dead victim. 
Mortimer does everything 
in his power to stop the 
seeming acts of charity 
and spare his beloved 
aunts from going to Sing 
Sing prison. Complicating 
the action are Mortimer’s fiancée Elaine and 
her reverend father, a crazy brother Teddy, a 
homicidal brother Jonathan, a trio of friendly 
police officers, and a plastic surgeon of 
doubtful character.

The twists and turns in the play written 
by Joseph Kesselring, the myriad moments 
of irony, and the lively repartee between 
characters have made “Arsenic And Old 
Lace” a classic of American theater for seven 
decades. Frank Capra’s 1944 film version 
of the play starred Cary Grant and helped 
cement the play’s popularity. The production 
at WCT, directed by Jason Edington, follows 
the original faithfully.

Additional cast members include Gary 
Hudson, Lee Stipe, Kevin Moore, Alexis Eich, 
Mary Burns, Thomas Kenney, Filemon Lara-
Lopez, William Schlosser, Joe Dowling, and 
Pete Winslow.

The production runs from Friday, January 
30 through Sunday, February 15, with 
performances on Thursdays at 7 pm for $10; 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm for $15; and 
some Sunday matinees at 2 pm for $10. 
Advance tickets are available in person at 
Mazahar, 38 S. Main Street, online at www.
brownpapertickets.com, or leave a message 
at the WCT office, 707-459-0895. Tickets 
will also be available at the door for all 
performances. 

– Steve Hellman, for WCT

‘Growing Soil & Nutrition’
Presentation by John Jeavons 

“We are fortunate to have John Jeavons – internationally known 
educator and developer of the GROW BIOINTENSIVE method of small-
scale agriculture – living just up the hill here in Willits.

“In a presentation at the Grange on February 1, John will encourage local 
gardeners to think beyond the box when planning their summer garden. He 
believes if we begin to grow our own calories we become more connected 
to our role in soil preservation and sustainable soil fertility.

“It is possible to grow grains in your own backyards, says Jeavons. 
One example is growing flour corn or sorghum as well as potatoes. These 
crops give us the calories 
our bodies need while at the 
same time growing biomass 
for compost to feed the soil. 
All of this while minimizing the 
use of water and purchased 
nutrients! 

“John Jeavons is an 
inspiring speaker and is 
always willing to answer 
questions. Come learn from 
him at the Grange at 4 pm 
on Sunday, February 1. This 
event is sponsored by Willits 
Economic Localization. 
Info: Madge: mstrong@
willitsonline.com or 459-
1493.”

– Madge Strong

Adventist Health presents a series of free “Healthy 
Lifestyle” classes on the third Thursday evening of 
every month, through September 2015. The classes, 
on health topics of interest to the general public, are 
from 6:30 to 7:30 pm at the 11 Oaks Conference Room, 
and have various presenters. The first class, Thursday, 
February 19, titled “Healthy Hearts,” is presented by 
David Ploss, MD. To register, call 456-3132. 
February 19: Healthy Hearts 
Presented by David Ploss, MD 
March 19: Moving Safely 
Presented by Heather Anderson, PT 
April 16: Stop Overeating 
Speaker from Overeaters Anonymous 

May 21: When Should I Call My Medical Provider? 
Presented by Suki Spillner, FNP 
June 18: Focus on Eyes: Diabetes & Eye Health 
Presented by Geoffrey Rice, MD 
July 16: Fill Up On Fiber: All You Want 
To Know About Fiber 
Presented by Annie Dogali, RD 
August 20: Caring For Your Feet 
Presented by Walter D’Costa, DPM, FAPWCA 
September 17: Safe Driving 
Speaker from CHP

Phoenix Certified 
Hospice

Bereavement 
Support Group

This professionally facilitated 
bereavement group starts Monday, 
February 2, from 11 am to 1 
pm at the Phoenix Hospice 
office, 100 Sanhedrin 
Circle. “The group will 
meet twice monthly (first 
and third Mondays) and 
provide an opportunity 
for the bereaved to 
explore the normal 
symptoms of grief, as well as 
recognize the individual nature of 
its expression and duration. With 
fuller understanding of the grief 
process, and effective techniques 
to manage stress, we can move 
toward recovery and affirmation 
of continuing life.” This program 
is offered free of charge, as a 
community service. Pre-registration 
is required.  Info: Roland at 456-
3248 or 800-606-9596.

2014
1st Place: Mariposa Market 
with Hungarian Mushroom 
Soup
2nd Place: Emandal’s Tam 
Adams with Moroccan Red 
Lentil Soup
3rd Place: Willits 7th Day 
Adventist Church with 
Veganlicious Rainy Day 
Creamy Butternut Squash 
Soup
Best Table: Ridgewood 
Ranch with Ridgewood 
Wildfire Soup
 
2013
1st Place: Shanachie Pub 
with Cream of Mushroom 
Soup with Oatmeal Stout
2nd Place: Howard 
Memorial Hospital with 
Butternut Squash Curry 
Bisque
3rd Place: Mendocino 
County Museum with 
Fusion Pozole
Best Table: Willits Charter 
and Willits Charter 
Elementary Schools

2012
1st Place: Howard 
Memorial Hospital with 
French Mushroom Bisque
2nd Place: Earth’s 
Treasures with Golden 
Doubloon Pumpkin 
Marsala
3rd Place: Ardella’s Lori 
Dorholt with Wild Rice 
Smoked Turkey Soup with 
Sweet Corn Puree
Best Table: Earth’s 
Treasures

 2011
1st Place: Ardella’s Kathy 
Albright with Foraged 
Mushroom Chowder

2nd Place: Ardella’s Lori 
Dorholt with Swiss Potato 
with Ham & Apple Soup
3rd Place: 3-way tie:
Loose Caboose with Spicy 
Italian Potato Soup
Seventh Day Adventist with 
Hearts and Arrows Red 
Pepper Soup
Howard Memorial Hospital 
with Lemongrass Soup
Best Table: Seventh Day 
Adventist
 
2010
1st Place: Loose Caboose 
with Crab & Prawn 
Enchilada Soup
2nd Place: Jixi Day Spa & 
Salon/Ukiah Garden Cafe 
with Shrimp Bisque
3rd Place: Willits Youth 
Football with Vegetarian 
Minestrone
Best Table: Seventh Day 
Adventist
 
2009
1st Place: Loose Caboose 
with Chicken Enchilada 
Soup
2nd Place: White Goose 
with The Goose is Back 
Thai Soup
3rd Place: Purple Thistle 
with Clam Chowder
Best Table: Shanachie Pub
 
2008
1st Place: CodePink Willits 
with Strawberry Rhubarb 
Soup
2nd Place: Ardella’s Lori 
Dorholt with Shrimp Creole 
Chowder
3rd Place: Howard 
Hospital Foundation with 
Southwestern Pumpkin
Best Table: Shanachie Pub

Sip Some Soup
Saturday, February 7

To encourage soup makers to enter Sip Some Soup, the 
benefit fundraiser for Willits Daily Bread set for Saturday, 
February 7 at the Willits Community Center (see front page 
story for more information), here are some past winners of 
the annual soup contest. 

Free Healthy Lifestyle Classes

Virginia Hanley and Janet 
Denninger star as the two 
Brewster sisters.

Photo by Ron Greystar

Jack Isborn 
serves soup 
at last year’s 
event.

Square dancers move 
around the floor.

John Jeavons
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Algebra, Geometry
SAT & ACT Test Prep 
Mac Smith  459-MATH

Community HU Song
In our fast-paced world, are 
you looking to find more 
inner peace? Join us for 
a Community HU Song, 
Thursday, January 22, at 
6 pm at Willits City Hall, 
111 E Commercial Street.  
HU (pronounced hue) is a 
simple, uplifting prayer or 
mantra that can help you 
experience divine love and 
an inner calm.  All faiths 
are welcome. Sponsored 
by Eckankar: Experience 
the Light & Sound of God. 
Information?  Please 
call 972-2475 or visit 
miraclesinyourlife.org.

Business Classes
“Taking Your Business 
On-Line”: 10 am to Noon 
Wednesdays, Starting Feb 
4. Harrah Senior Center, 
1501 Baechtel Rd, Willits. 10 
two-hour classes, $20 each. 
Call for details: 459-6826.

Rummage Sale
Every Saturday from 10 
am to 2 pm at 1st Baptist 
Church, 145 Wood Street. 
Rain or shine. We accept 
rummage donations, and 
have an ever-changing 
selection of goods!

Lost Dog
Male blue-nose pitbull, 
neutered, 3 years old, last 
seen January 2, near Wild 
Iris Lane in Willits. Had blue 
color with tags. Large head, 
very muscular. Uncut ears.  
Please call 808-896-7157.

Photography
Is there a 2015 graduate 
in your household? Did 
you get engaged over the 
holidays? Have you had a 
family portrait taken in the 
last few years? Why not 
create a different kind of New 
Year’s  tradition in your family 
and schedule a professional  
and natural photo shoot 
with Maureen Moore? Low 
pressure, fabulous results. 
Check out work online: www.
mphotographress.com or call 
972-7047.

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:

Zibergirl.com
707-367-6182, Willits

Volunteers Wanted
Frank Howard Memorial 
Hospital is looking for 
positive members of the 
community to volunteer in 
various departments of the 
hospital.  Hours: flexible 
and can include weekends.  
More info? Call 456-3245.

Volunteers Wanted
The Willits Senior Center 
has many areas where 
your expertise and talents 
are needed. Front Desk, 
Thrift Store, Dining Room, 
Sunday Bingo, Sunday 
Breakfast, Special Dinners, 
Landscaping, Garden, 
Firewood. Come join our 
Team, Call Mariya at 707-
459-6826.

Willits Weekly
CLASSIFIEDS

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. PC 
and Macintosh. Repairs and 
configuration $35/hr. Tutoring 
$15/hr.  Call Liam 459-2470 
or email macamergin@
yahoo.com.

For Rent
Commercial/office space on 
Main Street. Near Mariposa 
Market. 475 square feet, plus 
common areas. $450/month 
plus utilities. Call 459-2643 
or 459-4110. 

For Rent
Room for rent in south 
Willits. No drugs, no pets, no 
smoking. $300/month; $125 
utilities. Leave a message at 
459-0547.

Gift Subscriptions
A subscription to Willits 
Weekly is a great gift for 
anybody who wants to keep 
up with what’s happening in 
Willits. Home delivery (to the 
greater Willits area; papers 
arrive early Friday morning) 
is $30/6 months and $50/
year. First-class mail delivery 
(papers arrive in Friday’s mail 
to local addresses) is $40/6 
months and $75/year. Send 
a check to Willits Weekly, 
P.O. Box 1698, Willits CA  
95490, or call 459-2633 to 
get a subscription started 
right away. 

GET YOUR AD 
 in Willits Weekly’s 
Classified Listings! 

$10 for 30 words  
for 2 weeks!

Email us: willitsweekly@gmail.com

24 Hour 7 Days a Week
Emergency Service • Call Anytime

Tom Wake - Plumbing
Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties
Full Service Residential, Commercial

•Faucets & Tubs
•Toilets
•Gas Lines

For Fast Service Call
707-391-4343

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

24/7

Lic: #884811

•Garbage Disposals
•Pipe Repairs
•Fixture Replacement

Why come to the Harrah Center?

Call for more information
459-6826 • 1501 Baechtel Road

* Come to lunch!
Monday-Friday, 11:45 am to 1:00 pm

* Love breakfast?
Every 2nd Sunday, 8:00 to 11 am

* Volunteer opportunity!
Consider lending a helping hand

* Low cost transportation!
8 am-4 pm door to door • 459-5556

* Medical equipment!
Available at no charge

* Outreach!
Information and assistance

* Meals on Wheels!
For homebound folks 55 and older

* Activities galore!
Games, classes, music, presentations

* Thrift store!
9 am-4:30 pm Monday-Friday,

Saturday 9 am-4 pm
459-2176

Serving the Seniors of our Community

 Always looking for Cars,
Scooters, & Motorcycles!

 '40s thru '60s. Show Car to Parts Car

P lease Cal l Alan: 489-7165
agrossman@pacific.net

Old Cars
WantedA concert to benefit the

Willits United Methodist 
Church Roof
Reconstruction
Fund

Sunday • January 25 • 5 P.M.
Willits UMC

at School Street and Pine
Suggested donation $10

Supper to follow at 6:30 p.m.; suggested donation $8

WITH
JUST ENOUGH

featuring Kate Black, Helen Falandes and Clancy Rash

SARAH ROSE McMAHON
EMANDAL CHORALE

500 S. MAIN STREET, WILLITS
459-9630

VALENCIA
ORANGES

MEYER &
REGULAR
LEMONS

4 DIFFERENT
TANGERINES

PAGE & SATSUMA 
MANDARINS

Citrus is Here!
Best Variety in Town!

LIMES

CALIFORNIA &
CARA CARA

NAVEL ORANGES

BLOOD
ORANGES

3 DIFFERENT
GRAPEFRUITS

AND MUCH MORE!

208 EAST SAN FRANCISCO AVE. WILLITS, CA 95490
WWW.SPARETIMESUPPLY.COM

WINTER HOURS: 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 AM TO 6 PM      SUNDAY: CLOSED

SPARETIME
SUPPLY

PHONE: 707-459-6791              
 500 D. Pinoleville Dr.    UKIAH, CA.

277 N. Lenore Ave.   WILLITS, CA

707-459-9116
Willits, Ca
yokumsbodyshop.com

& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE
CAR WASH

30 Words | $10 | 2 Weeks

Michaela Terrell, 18, is a graduate of Willits 
High School and is in her second semester 
at Mendocino College studying pre-nursing. 
Hoping to be done with pre-nursing by next 
year, Terrell plans to save money by staying in 
the area to continue in the nursing field.

“They have a great program here, and 
though I’m not sure if I want to study for nurse 
practitioner or doctor, I really want to become 
an obstetrician and deliver babies!” said 
Terrell.

With a relatively expensive education 
looming and needing to be self-reliant to pay 
for her college expenses, Terrell noted the 
scholarship opportunity and decided to run for 
the title of Miss Mendocino.  

“Running for the title is something I wasn’t 
very sure about doing, but I am very glad I 
have,” said Terrell. “I’m not really used to being 
around all girls and connecting with other girls, 
but it’s been going great so far, and I have met 
some amazing girls.”

Being involved with SAL (Sheriff’s Activity 
League) has helped shape Terrell’s talent that 
she will perform for the competition: Sai Kata, 
a type of karate. Terrell will showcase a series 
of movements to music with a handheld pair 
of sai blades. The sai was used in Okinawa by 
police to make arrests and to control crowds. 
Modern demonstration versions feature three 
dulled points, and due to their metal structure 
and resulting weight, can be used to develop 
strength and coordination.

The specific series of movements in 

the Katas have been passed down from 
generation to generation. To help her with her 
specific Sai Kata, Terrell enlisted the help of 
Cody Burford, her best friend and also a third 
degree black belt. Michaela would like to thank 
Cody and her family and friends for supporting 
her on her journey through the pageant. 

During the evening gown portion of the 
contest, Terrell will put down the sai blades 
and instead showcase a lovely gold and 
brown halter gown with a low 
back and flowing skirt and hem.

The connection to karate 
also led Terrell to her platform: 
anti-bullying. Terrell was the 
subject of bullying for her practice in and 
knowledge of karate, often being “egged” on 
to engage in fights by other girls.

“I was never into that. I didn’t like that my 
appreciation for karate made me the subject 
of bullying,” Terrell said. “That’s what I want 
to try and shed light on through my platform; 
untraditional bullying and how it can come in 
many forms.”

Already starting to research statistics about 
bullying, Terrell said she was shocked when 
she read that California was the number one 
state in bullying. She hopes to shed light on 
the various forms of bullying – from physical 
to verbal to cyber – and help provide anti-
bullying resources to those in need.

Anyone who’d like to sponsor Terrell, or 
find out more information, can contact her at 
michaelaterrell@willitsunified.com

Tiara & 
Title!
Four Willits girls run for  
Miss Mendocino County 

2015: 
 

Michaela Terrell, Emily 
Oberg, Amanda Mason 
and Shyanne Demarco

Left: Miss Mendocino County contestant Michaela 
Terrell.
Right: Miss Mendocino County contestant Emily Oberg.

 Photos supplied by contestants

Emily Oberg, 22, is a graduate of Ukiah 
High School class of 2010, and is currently 
attending Mendocino College where she is 
taking general education classes. She plans 
to go on to a college with a good film program 
soon. 

Though she grew up in Ukiah, Oberg now 
calls Willits home. She moved to Willits, where 
her boyfriend lives, three years ago and started 
volunteering with the Willits Senior Center. 

“I feel like I’ve met half the 
community through the Senior 
Center,” Oberg said. “I was 
spending four days a week 
there. I even logged 520 hours 

one year. I really enjoyed it.”
Even though she is now working at the Noyo 

Theatre as an assistant manager, getting 
connected back with the senior community is 
something she hopes to do through the Miss 
Mendocino pageant. 

Her platform “Helping Seniors Through the 
Arts” will help to coordinate more classes and 
activities for seniors in the community, and she 
plans to teach art classes, painting, drawing 
and other craft projects. 

But, while she has been working at the 
Noyo Theatre, Oberg has been excited to help 
the owners collect anecdotes and information 
for the Noyo’s 75th anniversary film which is 
currently being made, featuring memories and 
stories about the theater over the past several 
decades. 

The anniversary is in May, and the finished 

film is planned to be shown to the community.
Oberg originally decided to run for the title 

of Miss Mendocino along with a friend, but the 
friend couldn’t do it. Oberg decided to forge 
ahead solo, and has been out speaking with 
the community to gather sponsors and support 
for her try for the tiara.

“Lots of my sponsors have come from Ukiah 
businesses, since they know me and my dad 
and my ‘traveling-gypsy’ twin sister Adrianna, 
but all of the Willits community has been so 
supportive and encouraging, too.” said Oberg.

Her dad, Michael “Obie” Oberg, works at 
AC Delco Auto Parts in Ukiah and was the 
inspiration for Emily’s talent for the pageant: 
playing the banjo.

“A few years ago, my dad taught me how 
to play, and I’ve been doing it ever since!” 
explained Oberg.

Though the father-daughter pair usually 
enjoys playing traditional old folk songs, Oberg 
has created a special piece for the stage at the 
pageant which will feature a mixture of songs 
which focus on a lyrical melody, since the 
performance will be purely instrumental. 

Oberg will also be showcasing a long, 
purple beaded gown on stage during the 
evening gown portion of the competition which 
her stepmom Paula Martin helped her select.

Anyone who would like to sponsor Oberg or 
would like more information is encouraged to 
contact her via email at emilytoberg@gmail.
com.

Art  Circle Time  American Sign Language

Outside Play  Snacks  Group Activities

Inquiry Based Learning  Spanish  Infant Care

239 South Main Street - Willits

Maureen Moore
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com

public safety,” Angelo said. “The committee will be limited 
to gathering information about the economic impacts of 
legalization.”

The board agreed the short-term committee will report 
back to supervisors in 90 days. 

Several representatives from local and regional pro-
legalization groups were present when the item came up 
at Tuesday’s board meeting. Some speakers welcomed the 
board’s action on the issue; others urged the board to take 
broader action. 

“We’re your neighbors, your family, your friends,” said 
Jude Tillman of the Mendocino Cannabis Policy Council. 
“We go to the same churches. We send our kids to the same 
schools. We value and we contribute to the well-being of the 
entire community. 

“The socio-political climate has shifted recently, so much 
so that the respectable small cannabis farming community 
has come out of the shadows and is now prepared to 
participate in shaping their country’s economy. And we are 
eager to support and work with our elected public officials.

“We need to develop our legislative policies and 
procedures well before Sacramento politicians create theirs, 
because theirs will be principally influenced by large-scale, 
uniform-cultivation companies,” Tillman said. “We’re worried 
about these large corporate grows that are going to move 
in. They are going to take their profit out of our county, and 

out of our state.” 
Woodhouse urged the public not to overwhelm committee 

members with calls and opinions. “Before I go down the 
rabbit hole, I just want to say, goodbye to everybody,” 
Woodhouse said. “I’m taking Carmel [Angelo] with me, so….

“This is very important, but I really hope the public will 
learn a lesson from government,” he said. “I think we have 
38 committees. We have all these agendas and notes and 
minutes and procedures. There’s very little time left to 
actually do anything new. We’re just trying to respond to 
emergencies.

“We have to invent a new way of doing things, and that’s 
what we’re trying to do here. And it’s gonna be driven by 
what I claimed in the election is what I wanted, and that’s 
public comment.

“We do need your involvement, but please learn from us, 
and if you give us your comments in writing it would really 
help,” Woodhouse added. “I hope Carmel will come up with 
a recommendation of how information can get to the county 
without going through me. I already have trouble opening 
the emails I get.” 

For those who want to contact Supervisor Woodhouse, 
his email at the board of supervisors office is woodhouse@
co.mendocino.ca.us. His phone there is 463-4441; his office 
phone in Willits is 459-4677.

From Page 1The rest of
Woodhouse

From Page 1The rest of
Revenue From Page 1The rest of

Franklin
● Brooke’s Massage & Wellness, a mobile 

massage business operated by Brooke 
McFadden.

● Lily’s Spa, a massage business operated 
by Ruiping Li.

The city’s report on newly issued building 
permits and projects completed in December 
shows $5,445 in revenue from new permits, 
$442 more than December 2013.

For the fiscal year, total revenue from 
permits stands at $24,402, up from $19,883 at 
the same time during the previous fiscal year.

The city issued permits in December for a 
2,311-square-foot single-family home in the 
Haehl Creek neighborhood, replacement of 
electrical service at a speeder shack at the 
south end of Railroad Avenue, roofing work on 
Walnut Avenue, a lumber storage building at 
Mendo Mill, a hookup of temporary power due 
to fire damage on Maple Street, and tenant 
improvements at 393 South Main Street.

New projects were valued at an estimated 
$1.4 million, an increase from $882,900 in 
December 2013, the report stated. 

Work signed off on in December by the city 
building inspector included a 6.5kw roof-top 
solar array on Maple Street and replacement 
of a 1,000-gallon fuel tank at the PG&E yard 
on Baechtel Road. 

– Zack Cinek

the sides of one of the PG&E excavations. “Part of the hole gave way,” 
Magann said. “The PG&E guy said it was just a fluke chance that dirt 
would come down and break that line.”

“At 2:54 Friday afternoon, we were dispatched to a natural gas leak 
near the 200 block of Franklin,” Magann said. “As we arrived on scene, 
we could hear the natural gas hissing from one of the excavated areas 
covered by heavy steel plates.” Firefighters had no way of moving those 
4 foot by 8 foot steel covers.

Willits Weekly’s Maureen Moore, who was in the neighborhood at the 
time, said she could hear the hissing from 500 feet away.

The fire department requested PG&E to respond, and the power 
company called in an underground crew and a backhoe to take the steel 
plates off. There was a possibility of a spark from the steel plates as they 
were being moved. 

“We did a fire hazard standby with one engine, and we put guys on 
a charged hose line” – filled with water and ready to go – as protection 
for the PG&E crew, Magann said. Firefighters were wearing gas masks. 

PG&E used a compression tool, Magann said, to shut off the gas line. 
The fire department also closed Franklin Avenue near the leak for 

public safety during the incident. The firefighters cleared the scene about 
5:50 pm, while the PG&E crew was still working to restore gas to the 
residence with the broken line.

PG&E crews were back at work on the upgrade project this week. A 
call to PG&E’s public relations department Tuesday morning was not 
returned by press time. 

Little Lake Fire Department has about “six or eight” calls to gas leaks 
every year, Magann said. “Most of them are caused by somebody doing 
a dig; this one was a little different.”
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First- and fourth-grade “buddies” at Willits Elementary 
Charter School read and discussed the book, “Let’s Read 
About Martin Luther King, Jr.” by Courtney Baker last week, 
before the Martin Luther King Day holiday on Monday. The 

biography, illustrated by Cornelius 
Van Wright and Ying-Hwa Hu, is 

published by Scholastic First 
Biographies as part of the “Let’s 

Read About…” 
series for 

young readers, which features historic and contemporary 
figures, including George Washington, Christopher 
Columbus and George W. Bush. 

WECS director Kara McClellan reports that, after the 
book discussion, lead teacher Cristina Balthrop and first-
grade teacher Jeanette Shribbs asked each pair of buddies 
to think of a way they could help make the world a better 
place for everyone. They traced their hands, and then 
finished and illustrated the sentence: “With our 2 hands 
we would….” 

What would the students do? “Pick up trash, save 
water, help push people in wheelchairs, make clothes for 
poor people, grow food for homeless people, grow more 
food to give to people in need, help people if they got 

hurt, help our mom slow down so she doesn’t crash, 
change the world to be nicer to the people around 
us, protest global warming and pick up garbage, pick 
up trash on the earth so the earth lasts longer,” and 
more. 

At WECS, each of the grades is paired up into 
buddies of different ages: students in second and 

fifth grades are buddies; first and fourth grade students 
are buddies; and Kindergarten and third grade students 
are buddies, too. They meet once a week to read together 
or do some other activity.                       – Jennifer Poole

“Was That A Gift From God?”
This question and others will be

discussed by spiritual seekers at the
Eckankar Worship Service

on Sunday, January 25, at 11 a.m.
Willits City Hall Council Chambers

111 E. Commercial Street, Willits
All denominations welcome.

Sponsored by Eckankar:
Experience the Light and Sound of God

Questions?
Please call April, 707-972-2475

MONDAY:
 torta Mexican 
sandwich with 

side of 
French fries

TUESDAY:
 wet burrito 

with choice of 
beef or chicken

WEDNESDAY:
chimichanga with 
choice of beef or 
chicken, with side 
of rice and beans

THURSDAY:
crispy flour taco 
with choice of 
beef or chicken 
with side of rice 

and beans

All specials for only $7.95 until 5 PM

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Imagination
Station

Preschool/Childcare Center
Enrolling Year Round

Hours: Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Toddler program begins at 18 months • Preschool: ages 3-5 • Elementary program: ages 6-10

Check out our website: www.preschooldaycarewillits.com
or look for us on Facebook

11 South Marin Street • Willits
459-6543

Learning about Martin Luther King, Jr.

With the recent acquisition of a second open-air riding 
car, Roots of Motive Power hopes to accommodate more 
riders during their annual steam-ups, shortening lines and 
wait times while simultaneously saving another piece of 
antique train equipment from ruin.

The 1916 car was originally built by Pullman-Standard 
as a 40-foot wooden boxcar, then was transformed into a 
caboose by Western Pacific Railroad in 1938. In the late 

1950s, it was transferred to the Sacramento Northern, 
where it continued operation as a caboose until the late 
1970s when the old wooden cabooses were replaced with 
all-steel models. After its retirement, the car suffered a 
fire, and the car body was removed. Between the fire and 

More Aboooooooard!

Roots’ purchase, it was transformed into a riding car with a burlap roof and hay bale seats. 
The riding car was part of a bundle deal Roots’ Chris Baldo purchased, along with two 

other cabooses from the Sacramento yard. One even features a bright red paint job and 
can be seen at Baldo’s yard on Blosser Lane. 

Though the riding car has had several visual reincarnations, Baldo notes the mechanics 
are in good shape, and it should be ready to ride during the Fourth of July 2015 celebration. 

Roots adds another open-air riding car to yard

Over on Page 11Read the rest of
Roots

From Page 10The rest of
Roots

From left, Kevin 
Boutillier (crane owner 
and operator), James 
Anson, Bruce Evans and 
Troy James unloading 
Sacramento Northern 
caboose #1638 at Roots 
of Motive Power yard on 
Thursday, January 15.

Photos courtesy Chris Baldo

Above: The riding car being loaded by crane onto the transfer trailer in Sacramento.
Photo courtesy Chris Baldo

Left:The 
riding car 
before 
being 
rescued by 
the Roots 
crew.

Above: Two of the illustrations kids at Willits Elementary Charter School made in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

From Page 1The rest of
WCA

From Page 1The rest of
REACH

From Page 1The rest of
Angelo

forward to every month,” said Nancy Reed 
about WCA’s monthly art opening receptions. 
Reed coordinates volunteer efforts and can 
often be found at the center’s front desk 
during gallery hours. 

The WCA’s appearance on the city council 
agenda drew interest from some out-of-
town arts supporters and the Arts Council of 
Mendocino County.

Former Third District Supervisor Hal 
Wagenet attended the January 14 meeting, 
and offered a professional analysis of the 
center done six or eight months ago while he 
was head of the Arts Council. 

Wagenet believes the center needs about 
$2,000 a month to survive, but not to thrive.

City Hall would like for the center to 
become self-sustaining without staff support 
or money from the city.

Dale Dingman, a longtime supporter of the 
center, thinks the center can raise enough 
money from the community to cover its basic 
needs.

“It is all about people and community,” 
Dingman said. “A couple of phone calls and 
you fill up a room.”

Janae Stephens, Arts Council president, 
sees the center as an engine of local 
economic development. 

Stephens said the council would be willing 
to help author a mission statement, form a 
legal structure, and provide fiscal assistance 
for a professional planning session. 

The WCA formed in the early 1990s and 
opened its gallery doors in the beginning of 

the last decade. Compared to a long-running 
Willits organization like Frontier Days, the 
WCA is still a young group.

Frontier Days’ Jeffrey Cook urged WCA 
not to become discouraged. Cook pointed 
out Frontier Days has always been a totally 
volunteer effort.

“That is what created it, and that is what 
sustains it,” Cook said. “It is that lasting idea 
that keeps it going.”

David Steffen drove from Gualala to attend. 
Steffen handles underwriting for radio station 
KZYX, and made a case for the center’s reach 
outside of the Willits community, recalling the 
first time he laid eyes on the gallery.

“When I first walked through the door with 
Dale [Dingman], I was gaga that this place 
was here – sort of on one of the edges of 
the county,” Steffen said. “Like a sports team 
does, it brings the attention of everyone in the 
county to Willits.”

Willits school teacher Marisela de Santa 
Anna urged continuation of the center’s 
popular “Art Under 20” program that shows 
art from students.

“Sometimes we have it so packed it is out 
into the street,” de Santa Anna said. 

Mayor Bruce Burton endorsed City 
Manager Adrienne Moore’s proposal to form 
an ad hoc committee to explore ideas about 
the center’s future, and formed an ad hoc 
committee. No committee members were 
appointed at last week’s council meeting, but 
Burton said he would see who is interested in 
being on the committee.

almost bizarre, history in Mendocino County. 
Established in 1949, it existed virtually in 
name only for much of its history. In 2003, the 
board of supervisors attempted to change the 
landscape of county water politics by infusing 
more money, power and responsibility into 
the agency. It appointed Roland Sanford as 
the agency’s general manager and gave him 
a long list of tasks, but did not provide him 
with an adequate budget.

After the 2008 financial crash, Sanford’s 
budget was further reduced, and he left. 
In 2010, the agency was blended into the 
county’s Department of Planning and Building 
Services. Its staff went from three fulltime 
employees to only a half-time position. 

Currently, according to Planning and 
Building Services Director Steve Dunnicliff, 
the water agency has neither a general 
manager nor a staff person. Dunnicliff 
has himself been meeting minimum state 
requirements concerning water, by contracting 
out necessary work to the Mendocino 
County Resource Conservation District, 
the University of California Cooperative 
Extension, or other private organizations.

Over the past six years, the water agency’s 
annual budget has averaged about $130,000. 
As Supervisor Carre Brown, chairwoman 
of the board of supervisors for 2015, noted 
during discussions on the water agency: “It’s 
been on life support.”

Dunnicliff said the most important work 
currently being done by the agency is 
ensuring compliance with the National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System, 
which monitors improvements in dealing with 
storm runoff in cities. He noted the agency 
must soon gear up to meet requirements 
of the recently approved California State 
Groundwater Elevation Monitoring Program.

Groundwater reports for various basins in 
the county will become mandatory in 2020 
and in 2022. 

During discussions Tuesday afternoon, 
several heavy-hitters in the world of water 
urged supervisors to beef up and retool the 
agency. 

Joe Scriven of the county Resource 
Conservation District praised the agency for 
maintaining a valuable public records library 
having to do with water. Mike Webster, a 
retired field officer for the U.S. Geological 
Survey, warned supervisors the water agency 
“has lost a lot of institutional memory over the 
last couple of years. You ought to bring that 
back.”

Ukiah resident Andrew Nicoll argued a 
competent water agency would help unify the 
water voice of the county.

“There are seven water districts in the 
Ukiah valley alone,” Nicoll said. “There’s 

lots of duplication of effort. If we could pool 
all these districts together, we’re really not in 
that bad of shape. And, if we pulled all these 
agencies together, it would give us a much 
more powerful voice in Sacramento.” 

Janet Pauli, chairwoman of the Inland 
Water and Power Commission, which 
primarily focuses on water supply issues 
connected with the Potter Valley Project and 
Lake Mendocino, told supervisors what an 
adequate water agency should be doing.

“In addition to maintaining historical 
records,” Pauli said, the water agency would 
be available for “resource sharing, grant-
writing expertise, lobbying, the ability to be 
a lobbying voice for the county, which is 
something we sorely lack, general monitoring, 
dealing with countywide concerns with water 
quality, groundwater, surface water, public 
education and information.” 

“You did hear the message of coming 
together with one voice,” said former county 
supervisor and current chairman of the 
Russian River Flood Control District Richard 
Shoemaker. “That voice has been unified for 
25 years. How we do that has been the issue. 
I urge each of you, as board members, to 
become deeply involved in the water issues 
in your district. If you want to do that as the 
water agency, great, but they need your 
attention, all of you. 

“Two years ago, there was an attempt by 
the Local Agency Formation Commission 
[LAFCO] to bring people together to discuss 
water issues in the Ukiah valley. In some 
areas, it was well received. In other areas, 
not well received. Lots of issues around 
conspiracy and everything else. Lots of fear. 
So if you can bring some neutrality to open 
discussion about these issues, that would be 
very helpful.

“Russian River Flood Control is glad to 
help with that,” Shoemaker added. 

Supervisor Brown explained why Angelo 
was the logical choice for the position: “First, 
the manager of the water agency has to 
make sure various county departments are 
complying with state law and state standards 
on water. Well, those department heads 
already answer to Angelo anyway. She’s their 
boss now. Secondly, the board of supervisors 
sits as the board of directors of the water 
agency. With Carmel in that position, I think 
the board of directors would feel some 
comfort in knowing someone we trust was 
making sure all the necessary work was 
being done.”

When asked for her assessment on how 
the idea was being received, Brown said she 
hadn’t heard any “pushback” on the idea yet. 

The move to appoint Angelo to the position 
will be considered at the board of supervisors’ 
February 3 meeting.

REACH wants to move to Willits.
“She assured me REACH is 100 percent 

committed to being at the Willits airport,” 
Moore said. 

REACH went live at the Ukiah Regional 
Airport last week, where it hoped to 
temporarily house an EC135 helicopter and 
a team for critical-care transport.

A special meeting was called for Tuesday 
night, and council members met in closed 
session to discuss REACH. 

The Keep the Code group argues REACH’s 
move to the airport needs to follow the 
processes of the California Environmental 
Quality Act.

Mayor Bruce Burton said the matter 
concerns him. “Personally,” said Burton, 
“my take on that is landing airplanes and 
helicopters at an airport does not constitute a 
development.”

One solution to get REACH flying from the 
Willits airport has been a sublease agreement 
between REACH and an airport tenant.

At a regular city council meeting six days 
prior to Tuesday’s special meeting, Burton 
said he wanted the council and the city to 
defend the airport and make a sublease 
agreement available.

At the special meeting, council members 
voted 4-0 to give an order to city staff that 
they “negotiate and execute” a sublease 
agreement between airport occupant Sierra 
Pacific Aviation, REACH and the City of Willits. 

(Councilwoman Madge Strong was absent.)
Councilwoman Holly Madrigal said she 

wanted the city to pursue economic activity 
at the airport. Madrigal said REACH and the 
city were “unduly swayed by a minority part of 
the population.”

Willits Municipal Airport, or Ells Field, is a 
ridgetop airfield donated to the city in 1964. 
The field was used to fly in prospective 
residents of Brooktrails Vacation Village, 
according to local history information.

Jim Lance, the city attorney, said he has 
been in talks with REACH’s attorney about 
the sublease option that could include scaled-
back operations and no flights at night. 

Willits area resident Ramona Waldman 
told council members she has had difficulty 
communicating with the city. For example, 
she was not able to get a copy of a CEQA 
checklist for the project. “We are not against” 
the REACH project, Waldman said. “We are 
concerned about neighbors that may be 
affected, and there are spotted owl nests that 
may be affected.”

Keep the Code’s Bob Whitney also stated 
in a letter to area newspapers that Keep the 
Code is not against REACH.

In late 2014 the city hired Meade and Hunt, 
a Santa Rosa consulting firm, to prepare an 
initial study for REACH’s base at Ells Field. 

In a press statement about its move to 
Ukiah, REACH stated it is supporting the 
CEQA process voluntarily to be a good 
neighbor. City Manager Moore said she 
expected the study to be completed in about 
two weeks. 

The Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors finalized its 2015 legislative 
agenda by unanimous vote this week, 
including new and ongoing issues on the 
federal slate. Willits Weekly covered the 
state-level lobbying agenda last week. 

Much of the federal agenda is a continuation 
of the issues established in 2014, but new 

items include 
additional support 
for agricultural 
issues, extending 
marine sanctuaries, 
and protecting 

specific monies for transportation, wildlife, 
and senior services.

Added to the draft document before 
approval of both the state and federal 
agendas was support of funding opportunities 
for restoration of rail infrastructure from 
Windsor to Willits.

In the 2014 legislative agenda, supervisors 
supported certain aspects of the Farm 
Bill, calling for recognition of rural needs, 
enhanced technical assistance, and simplified 
funding applications. This year, the county is 
supporting elements in the Farm Bill “that 
help promote local economic development,” 
including connecting rural communities to 
broadband internet and also “providing much 
needed, and often unavailable, financing for 
rural small businesses, communities, and 
individuals.”

Other efforts the county is supporting 
include food security programs, access 
to safe rural housing, and community 
infrastructure and partnerships. 

Transportation policy gets this nod of 
support: “A surface transportation policy that 
encompasses preservation and maintenance 
of the existing highway system, including 
the secondary or rural highway network, 
and connectivity between local, regional and 
statewide transportation systems, is essential 
for our county,” the agenda states.

This year’s agenda continues to state the 
importance of advocating for local control in 
light of federal-level budget and debt-ceiling 
negotiations, “ongoing deficit reduction 
measures,” and “the continuing congressional 
earmark moratorium.”

This year, the need to “prevent 
disproportionate reductions to local 
government” is listed in light of an expiring 
temporary spending measure and a new 
Congress. 

One item resulting from deficit reform is the 
need to protect “entitlement” and safety net 
programs for seniors. This year, the board 
specifically mentions the Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program, which is due to undergo 
further funding cuts that would affect 195,000 
volunteers nationally. 

“Seniors and nonprofits are significantly 
impacted by these proposed cuts,” the 
agenda states. “In rural populations such as 
Mendocino County the loss of these supports 
has an even greater impact as there are 
fewer resources to cover the loss.”

Increasing federal funding for the Coyote 
Valley Dam feasibility study and ongoing 
maintenance is also continued from last year.  

There are several items supervisors 
will advocate for on both state and federal 
levels that have continued unchanged 
from 2014. These include: support for the 
collection of internet sales tax, the use of 
biomass and biochar within the county, and 
the “development of locally based models 
for energy delivery/energy independence, 
including wind, solar, and geothermal energy.”

Under that heading, supervisors are 
committed to supporting “efforts for 
Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) 
which allows cities and counties to secure 
alternative energy supply contracts,” a model 
used in Marin and Sonoma counties.

Other items the board continues to support 
include the continuance of the Secure Rural 
Schools Act of 2000 in fiscal year 2015 and 
federal funds for the responsible dredging of 
Noyo Harbor. 

In light of a lawsuit filed by animal advocates 
in November 2014, charging the county with 
violating the California Environmental Quality 
Act by not requiring a CEQA evaluation of its 
contract with the USDA’s Wildlife Services 
to trap animals considered a threat to 
agriculture, the county “requests support 
from our federal elected officials to advocate 
for USDA assistance in developing a joint 
NEPA/CEQA analysis to assist Mendocino 
County in the current litigation as well as 
future lawsuits in other counties.” 

As in 2014, the agenda for regulatory reform 
and relief includes simplifying the USDA meat 
processing regulations and inspections to 
encourage local meat production. 

The full legislative agenda can be found 
at: www.co.mendocino.ca.us/administration/
pdf/2015_MC_Legislative_Platform-FINAL-
update_-UPLOAD.pdf

Supes finalize 2015 legislative agenda

Kate Maxwell
Reporter
kate@willitsweekly.com

Willits City Council
HOW THEY VOTED – January 14 | Consent Calendar 

Approved 5-0: The consent calendar included establishment of a city appropriations limit of 
$5,495,822 for the fiscal year as per the Constitution of the State of California and a resolution for 
a one-time funding increase to the State Drinking Water State Revolving fund of $391,312 that was 
approved in July.  
HOW THEY VOTED – January 14 | City Manager Reports and Recommendations

Approved 5-0: Contract for Human Resources services with Regional Government Services,  
good through June and not to exceed $40,000.  
HOW THEY VOTED – January 20 | Special Meeting 

Approved 4-0: City will negotiate and execute a sublease agreement to authorize REACH to 
commence temporary operations at the Willits airport. Madge Strong was absent.

– Zack Cinek
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for 38 Years of Service  

    to our Community

After 38 years of continued service to our community,  
it is with deep respect and gratitude that we announce  
the retirement of Bruce Andich, M.D., Internal Medicine,  

from the Redwood Medical Clinic. 

As of January, 2015, Dr. Andich will no longer be seeing patients  
in the clinic. Patients will have the option to see John Glyer, M.D.,  

Family Medicine physician, and Suki Spillner, FNP-C,  
at the same office located at 88 Madrone Street, in Willits. 

To schedule an appointment call 707.459.6115

88 Madrone Street  |  Willits, CA 95490  |  www.howardhospital.com

B R U C E  A N D I C H ,  M . D .

Thank You
Dr. Andich

Furry Friends Hoping for a Home

Elegant Niko
Niko is a 3-year-old neutered male Belgian 
Tervuren who weighs 47 pounds. We 

know from his past home that he loves 
to go on adventures, so Niko would be 
a great companion for someone with 

an active lifestyle. Because of his 
adventurous nature, chasing 

wildlife is hard to resist, and 
he has had an encounter with 
a wild pig and was injured. 
Supervision in that area 
would be required. 

The Ukiah Animal 
Shelter is located at 298 
Plant Road in Ukiah, 
and our adoption hours 

are Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 
am to 4 pm and Wednesday 
from 10 am to 6 pm. We have 
many wonderful dogs and 
cats, awaiting their forever 
homes here. To view photos 
and bios of more of our 
wonderful adoptable animals, 
please visit our website: www.
mendoshelterpets.com or 
visit our shelter during shelter 
hours. More info about 
adoptions: 467-6453.

Photo by Sage Mountainfire

Amazing Athlete
          of Willits High School

BASKETBALL |  
Chanel Alexander, 

15, Sophomore

My selection for athlete of the 
week is Chanel Alexander – 
again. 
Chanel is a sophomore on the 
varsity girls basketball team. 
Chanel turned it up another 
notch this week! She’s settling 
into the role as our team’s 
point guard. The point guard 
position is a very demanding 
and pressure-packed position 
on the basketball court. Chanel 
accepts the responsibility with 
poise and style. 
In both our games last week, 
Chanel was our offensive leader 
and played superb defense! 
Chanel was shooting really 
well in Tuesday’s game in Fort 
Bragg. In Friday’s game in 
Lower Lake, Chanel took over 
the game offensively: Attacking 
the basket all through the game. 
It was something special to 
watch. She couldn’t be stopped! 

– Coach Jody Ward

Above: The Level II class: Henrietta and 
Jake, Kay Lynn and Missy, Shannon and 
Oden, Trooper, Sallie and Roxie, Willow and 
Cathy, and Jenna and Captain. 
Left: Students ask their dogs sit in close 
proximity to others and wait politely.
Below: Jenna and Captain perform a pattern 
on a loose leash showing control and 
communication.
Below right: Instructor Sallie Palmer 
demonstrates “sit/stay with distractions” 
with Trooper.

More Well Mannered Mutts are coming!
Tuesday evening marked the first of Sallie Palmer’s next round of dog training classes 

in Willits. Palmer is the owner and trainer of Well Mannered Mutts, based in Ukiah, but 
has also started teaching in Willits. Though in the beginning classes weren’t overflowing, 
that can no longer be said as more and more people see Palmer’s “Well Mannered Mutts” 
around town. Tuesday’s Level 1 classes were bursting the seams at the Willits Community 
Center, where the classes are held. Since so many Level I graduates were itching for 
more training, Palmer has started holding Level II classes, as well. These classes focus 
on extending past the Level I basics of “sit,” “stay,” “down,” and proper leash techniques 
to work on adding new skills, as well as implementing more real-life scenarios. 

The training is based on the new American Kennel Club Canine’s “Good Citizen-
Advanced,” also called “Community Canine.” Graduates from the class look forward 
to testing for this certification and showcasing the possibilities of positive relationships 
between dog and owner, hopefully encouraging others to do the same. Contact Palmer at 
463-3647 (463-DOGS) or wellmanneredmutts@gmail.com to set up a private lesson, get 
on the waiting list, or for information on future classes, or visit www.wellmanneredmutts.
com. 

– Maureen Moore 


