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Council to
tackle

commercial
pot
regulation

Pinches,
Drell

Damian Sebouhian

also seek
supervisorial
seat

Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com

Mike A’Dair

After receiving input
from the public for more
than an hour, Mayor Gerry
Gonzalez took his first
action of the new year
during the January 11 city
council meeting by naming
himself and Councilwoman
Madge Strong to a cannabis
ad hoc committee.
The purpose of the committee will be – says a staff
report drafted by City Planner Dusty Duley – “to work
with staff on the development of a comprehensive
regulatory scheme for commercial medical cannabis
operations” within the city.
It was a veritable showRead the rest of

Regulation

Over on Page 9

Nancy Stipe
appointed to
fire board
Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

The Little Lake Fire
Protection District board of
directors appointed former
fire board secretary and
firehouse
administrative
assistant Nancy Stipe to
the board at their January
10
meeting. Stipe, a
lifelong resident of Willits,
was appointed to fill the
seat vacated when thenfire board member Gerry
Gonzalez was elected to the
Willits City Council.
Stipe will serve at least
through 2017, and if she
chooses to continue and
there aren’t other candidates
for the seat at election time
this year, she will serve for
the full term, through 2019.
“This interim appointment
gives us a chance to see if
Read the rest of

Stipe

Over on Page 9

McCowen will
chair BOS
Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Second District Supervisor John McCowen was
appointed chairman of the
Mendocino County Board of
Supervisors at the board’s
January 10 meeting, the
first of 2017. Fifth District
Supervisor Dan Hamburg
was named vice chairman.
Supervisors also sought
to reorganize the board’s
standing committees. Previously the board had four
standing committees: Public
Resources, Criminal Justice, General Government
and Public Health. Supervisors reduced those to just
two: General Government
(Carre Brown, chairwoman,
Read the rest of

McCowen

Over on Page 9

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

A Helping Paw
Ashes the arson dog stays on the job

Ashes, the Brooktrails Fire Department’s accelerant-sniffing arson dog, will
remain on the job, the townships’s board of directors unanimously decided at
Tuesday night’s meeting.
The 8-year-old English chocolate lab donated to
Dan McKee
Brooktrails
Fire Chief Darryl Schoeppner by Helena
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com
and David Johnson from Willits KOA became the
object of controversy after longtime Brooktrails
resident Paul Trexel, in a letter to the board, insisted the township had no
business investigating arson cases and asked directors to restrict fire
department employees and volunteers to providing fire protection, rescue,
hazardous emergency response services, and ambulance services, including
emergency mutual aid, to the Brooktrails Community Services District.
Any arson investigations within the district, Trexel argued, should be
handled by a “private sector arson investigator.”
That would have put Ashes out of work.
In his letter to the board, Trexel also claimed arson investigations were
being paid for by township taxpayers. However, Schoeppner reiterated to the
audience of 20 to 25 township residents attending Tuesday’s meeting that “no
public tax dollars are used to support, feed or train Ashes.”
Ashes’ support comes
from public donations that Read the rest of
help pay for her medical
Ashes Over on Page 11

Above: Members of the Brooktrails Fire
Department stand behind Ashes, the K-9 arson
dog, including, from left: engineer Damian
Angell, deputy chief Jon Noyer, fire chief and
K-9 handler Daryl Schoeppner, engineer Tyler
Porritt and firefighter David Wells. Below:
Ashes poses for a portrait for her annual
trading card. At bottom, from left: During a
past spaghetti fundraising dinner, Schoeppner
and Ashes do a demonstration for the crowd.
Firefighters show support for Ashes.

Read the rest of

Supervisor

Over on Page 9

SWOW’s
Ward
hopeful

after ad hoc
meeting
Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Jerry Ward, president
and CEO of troubled wastehauler Solid Waste of Willits,
seems cautiously optimistic
after attending a Monday
meeting with an ad hoc
committee of the county
board of supervisors.
“I’m a little gun-shy about
this,” he said, because in
the past, agreements he
thought were a done deal
had not been approved
later.
Ward told Willits Weekly
he presented committee
members John McCowen
and Dan Hamburg with a
five-step plan to reverse
the financial fortunes of
Read the rest of

Rain causes woes on
Williams Ranch Road
Williams Ranch Road is a private road in the Williams
Ranch subdivision maintained by the property owners
through a road association. During
Ree Slocum
the storms at the beginning of
Features Writer
January, drivers began noticing a
ree@willitsweekly.com
crack in the north end of the road
right after the bridge to Muir Mill Road. On Tuesday,
January 10 – during the big storm – the road began
slipping out, and signs were set out by the road association
at the north and south ends of the winding mountain road,
warning travelers.
On Wednesday, the road was impassable and closed to
traffic. On Thursday, the hillside along the uphill part of the
road, with its layer of slick light-colored clay overlaid by
wet and heavy soil, was slumping out and heading towards
Baechtel Creek, taking trees with it and tearing down the
electrical wires that follow the road. People in the area
were without electricity for a short time.
A neighbor called Pacific Gas & Electric when a fire
started, caused by the live wires. CalFire came and put
out the fire, and PG&E sent a crew with chain saws to cut
trees that were leaning or uphill on the slide, threatening to
fall on the wires.
By that time property owners Phillip “Stu” Stewart and
Robin Coomer, with Coomer’s brother Seth, had begun
the long and arduous work of clearing debris, assessing
and monitoring the problem of the continually moving earth
slump, and taking necessary
steps to protect the sensitive Read the rest of
Road
Baechtel Creek streambed
Over on Page 12
from mud and silt.

Two longtime Third District residents, former Third
District Supervisor John
Pinches and Willits Environmental Center board
member Ellen Drell, have
announced they are applying for the position of Third
District Mendocino County
supervisor.
The Third District seat became vacant January 3 with
the resignation of former Supervisor Tom Woodhouse.
Woodhouse’s replacement
will be appointed by Gov.
Jerry Brown.
The announcements by
Pinches and Drell bring to
five the number of Third

SWOW

Over on Page 9

Council makes
committee,
board
appointments
Damian Sebouhian
Above: Seth Coomer running the TL 26 and Stu Stewart in the
orange Kubota prepare the ditch to install the culverts. Muir Mill
Road is in the background. Below: Logs being yarded and hauled
away by neighbor and volunteer, William Snipes, who also helped
push mud around.
Photos by Ree Slocum

Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com

New
Mayor
Gerry
Gonzalez announced his
2017 appointments of
councilmembers to a variety
of committees, boards and
agencies during last week’s
council meeting.
Gonzalez and Vice Mayor
Larry Stranske will serve
on the council’s Finance
Committee. Stranske, and
Stranske and Councilman
Ron Orenstein will serve
on the Water & Wastewater
Systems
Committee,
and
while
Gonzalez
Read the rest of

Committees

Over on Page 4

Cannabis working
group report
To the Editor:

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers

As you are aware, the Willits City
Council’s Marijuana Working
Group met three times and held two public meetings as
well. At the last public meeting on November 15, someone
in the audience asked about the next steps, and I replied
that the plan was to write a report – a summary of everything
that had been discussed at the five meetings – and share
it with the rest of the council in preparation for a discussion
at the council meeting on January 11. The question was
asked about how the information would be made public,
and I replied that we would send it to the local press in time
for you to share the information with the public, prior to the
January 11 meeting. Under normal protocol, I always send
official documents to the public through the city manager.
As you learned last evening at the city council meeting, the
document never made it out of City Hall.
The attached documents [due to the length of these
documents, those interested in receiving copies are asked
to email Councilmember Ron Orenstein at rono@saber.net
to request a copy by return email] are the agenda summary
and the supporting document that were intended to be used
as the starting point for
a discussion on a new
marijuana ordinance. In
no way was it intended
to be a finished product,
but merely a place
at which to begin the
discussion, and as
some council members
mentioned last night,
they would have liked to
have been able to read
the document prior to
the meeting.

and apparently a new ad hoc committee will start from the
beginning.
I trust this will be received in the spirit in which it is offered:
as a way of keeping the public fully informed on what may
be the most important subject we have taken on.
Ron Orenstein, Willits

Willits Science Fair
To the Editor:
The 2017 Willits Science Fair will be held on February
7, 8 and 9 at the Willits Community Center. All Willits
students in grades 3-12 are welcome to participate. Wholeclass science projects done by kindergarten-12th grade
classrooms are also welcome.
Students who are interested in doing a science fair project
for the 2017 Willits Science Fair must have an “Intent to
Participate” form submitted by
Monday, January 23. Students
or teachers must return intent
forms to the Science Fair
coordinator Erin Vaccaro by
the deadline to be eligible
to bring their project to the
community center. Projects
cannot be accepted at the
fair without prior knowledge.
Forms are available at all
Willits schools, at the Willits
Public Library, and online
at: https://sites.google.com/
willitsunified.com/sciencefair.

To be clear, the
Many students will bring
documents are in
their projects by bus to the
Ms.
Sudlow
and
her
first-grade
Brookside
School
students
view
their
no way an official
Willits Community Center on
class project at the 2016 Willits Science Fair.
statement or action
the morning of February 7.
from the City of Willits.
Judging will take place later
The documents are, at this point, strictly my own thoughts, that day. The Science Fair is not open to the public on
and should not be construed or represented as anything judging day.
more.
The Science Fair opens for the public on February 8 and
As I mentioned, what you will read is a summary of the 9. All projects must be removed between 3-5:30 pm on
comments and ideas from the five meetings that were Thursday, February 9. Please note, any projects that are
held. In addition, there is information that I gathered from left in the Community Center after 5 pm are subject to
HIDTA (High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area), describing disposal.
conditions in Colorado after marijuana legalization, and
excerpts from the marijuana ordinance from the City of Mendocino County Science Fair Qualifier Projects will be
Arcata, as well as comments and information I received chosen in grades 3-12. Those students or classes will be
eligible to participate at the Mendocino County Science
outside of the meetings.
Fair, which will be held at Mendocino College on Saturday,
In creating the mock ordinance, I tried to construct a March 18.
document that is a combination ordinance template
with focal points for discussion. Part of the document The Science Fair Committee is seeking judges and award
is in “straight letters,” these can be considered to be sponsors. If you have any questions about the Willits
“findings”: statements of fact. There are inserts in red that Science Fair, or are interested in volunteering, please
raise questions or require further attention. Interspersed contact Erin Vaccaro, Science Fair coordinator, at 707throughout are paragraphs that are written in Italics. 513-8742 or sciencefair@willitsunified.com.
As indicated, these are questions that resulted from the
Erin Vaccaro, Willits Science Fair coordinator
“findings,” and need to be further explored and discussed.
And, of course, once the specifics are agreed upon, the
city attorney will then make it into a legal document.
Holly Madrigal for supervisor
The purpose of the document is, as I said, to serve as a
starting point for further discussion. As you are aware, this
topic is very complicated, and with all complicated subjects,
it’s sometimes easy to miss things during discussion. This
document was my attempt to list the possible issues,
although I’m certain I missed some.
This is not an attempt on my part to do an “end run” around
the council or city government. When the council agreed to
form the working group to explore the topic of marijuana in
Willits, it was made very clear that this would be a totally
transparent process, with the public being able to fully
participate and be informed of any progress.
Several months have been spent by many people to get
where we are today, but according to what we were told
at the council meeting, there isn’t much work product,
The Rules:

Council member for 12 years
and as mayor for three of those
years. While serving, she held
office hours at the weekly
Willits Farmers Market. In the
last supervisorial election Holly
received almost half of the votes
among four candidates. She has
been a leader on conservation and water policy issues,
testifying in Sacramento at the Governor’s Drought Task
Force on impacts of the drought to rural areas. Holly has
been a staunch supporter of local business. She volunteers
for and with local service groups, including Willits Rotary,
Willits Economic Localization, the Community Foundation of
Mendocino County and the Willits Chamber of Commerce.
She recently launched a quarterly 5,000 copy magazine,
Word of Mouth, promoting local food and agriculture. I
cannot imagine anyone more qualified or more ready to
start to work for the people of Mendocino County and her
Third District constituents than Holly Madrigal.”

LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter
publication from any one writer to once a month.
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698,
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous
source will be published, although a request to withhold the
writer’s name will be considered.

To the Editor:
Dear Third District friends and neighbors: As you may know,
our former Mendocino County Third District supervisor,
Tom Woodhouse, resigned from his elected position due to
illness. Our next supervisor will be appointed by Gov. Jerry
Brown, who will consider prospective applicants’ written
requests as well as recommendations from legislators and
constituents.
It is my concern that the governor appoint someone who is
experienced, knowledgeable and energetic, someone who
is ready to start working the first day on the job. That is
precisely why I am supporting the candidate who received
almost half the votes among four candidates in the last
election for supervisor, Holly Madrigal.
The following is the letter I sent to Gov. Brown’s office in
support of Holly Madrigal as our next supervisor:
“As a retired teacher, voter and resident of the Third District
of Mendocino County for over 50 years, I support Holly
Madrigal’s bid to replace Tom Woodhouse as Mendocino
County’s Third District supervisor. Our district has been
without representation for almost five months. Our Board
of Supervisors has been operating without a complete
Board for almost five months. We require someone with
the background and experience to start working for us
immediately.
“Holly Madrigal has a business management/economics
degree from UC Santa Cruz, served as a Willits City

I would like to add that Holly’s latest venture, managing
the Willits Center for the Arts, has been a huge success,
bringing in more art, more business and more open hours
for the Willits Art Center. She is also very concerned
about the different needs of Willits and Laytonville due
to the completion of the Willits bypass. Holly has the
experience, the know-how, the vitality, and the skills to “hit
the ground running” on her first day of work. Please join
me in supporting Holly Madrigal as our next Third District
supervisor. Thank you.

Above, from left: Milagros Patino, acting the role of Mrs. King. Teacher John Haschak addresses the crowd. Maria Tomas gives the welcome speech for the show. Students from Emelia Moore’s class
perform. Anthony Fuentes, at the mic, narrates a scene. Below, left: The room was full at Blosser Lane for the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration. Below, right, top: A student plays “Michael
Jackson,” with white gloves and hat. Below, right, bottom: Dancers from Moore’s class perform.

Susan Bradley, Laytonville

KLLG Radio on the air
To the Editor:
Greetings Willits! 2016 was a slow but steady year. With
thanks to all of the community support, we now have our
very own “Willits Hometown Radio!” That’s right! You can
tune in to KLLG at 97.9 on your FM dial and hear your
fellow community members producing shows just for you,
the listener in Willits!
As the newly appointed program director, I am excited to
announce that we now have our first batch of eight live
shows on our schedule which can be found at KLLG.org,
our Facebook page, on flyers around town, and in the
article in this week’s Willits Weekly!
In the next two months, we will be hosting regular classes
to train programmers and engineers so that we can
provide more programming for you! We are offering our
free training “How to Produce a Show on KLLG” – a fourhour class to introduce you to the basic skills required to
be a DJ programmer on KLLG from 12 to 5 pm on January
19 and 12 to 5 pm on February 4. All levels of experience
are welcome. If you are interested in learning more about
KLLG or volunteering at the station, check out the website
at KLLG.org
Thank you, Willits!
Michelle Cummins, KLLG program director

Thanks from the Humane Society
To the Editor:
On behalf of the board of directors, staff, volunteers and
the shelter animals, we would like to thank our community
for the incredible generosity and support this past year.
We are a small non-profit rescue and adoption center that
does not receive any tax-based funding nor assistance
from any national organization. We rely on the generosity
of individuals, businesses and our ongoing fundraisers to
care for the hundreds of animals that find their way to us
each year. In 2016 nearly 300 dogs and 500 cats came
to our shelter in Redwood Valley, almost all of which
needed to be spayed/neutered, tested, micro-chipped and
vaccinated.

‘Intelligence plus character’

Blosser Lane students celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Blosser Lane Elementary School celebrated Martin
Luther King Jr. Day on Friday by treating a gymnasium
full of students, faculty and parents to an epic multi-tiered
theatrical performance about the life and times of the most
beloved of all of America’s civil rights leaders.
Organized and directed
Damian Sebouhian
by
English
Language
Reporter
Development
teacher
John
damian@willitsweekly.com
Haschak and fifth-grade
General Education teacher
Emelia Moore, the show featured third- through fifthgraders as they took turns acting out various scenes of
King’s life, interspersed with inspirational music and dance
performances.
Haschak’s students acted out King’s literal story, while
Moore’s students performed songs and dance routines,
meant to symbolize the struggles and triumphs of King’s
life.
A large movie screen acted as a backdrop, displaying
various historical images, and an array of classic and
contemporary songs, chosen by Moore, served as the
show’s soundtrack.

The show opened with an introduction to MLK, followed
by the performers joining together to sing Bob Dylan’s
iconic “Blowin’ In the Wind.”
As the songs finished, the actors took the stage, and
performed a scene about how King first experienced racism
as a young boy. The scene revealed that as a boy, King
had a dream of becoming a short stop for a professional
baseball team, and not a preacher like his father. Some of
the friends he played baseball with were white, and when
those friends’ parents found out about King being black,
they refused to let their kids play with him.
The play progresses to show the many ways in which
King and his family were forced to deal with the Jim Crow
laws of the south, until King, as he becomes an adult, is
inspired to take action against his people’s plight.
Some of Martin Luther King Jr.’s most famous lines were
quoted by the students, including: “Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.”
At the end of the show, the students all gathered in front
of the audience and held up signs. Some read: “Equal
Opportunity”; “End Racism”; “I Am a Girl”; or “I Have a
Dream.”

To help offset our rising costs, we have established a
corporate partnership program and wish to thank both
Beckstoffer Vineyards and North Valley Mobile Home Park
for generously investing in the sustainability of our shelter.
We are grateful to them and everyone who supports
us, whether monetarily, through in-kind donations, or
volunteerism, as it enables us to continue our mission of
taking in and caring for dogs and cats in need until they find
their forever homes.
Our community is fortunate to have several animal rescue
organizations in our midst, all working very diligently
to make a difference. We are hopeful that the new year
will bring about a broader understanding of the immense
importance of spay/neuter and responsible pet ownership.
We wish great things for all shelter animals in 2017.

This was the second year that the Blosser Lane students
organized such a performance about King’s life.
“[Haschak] and I both have a passion for promoting
and bringing more awareness to any civil rights leader,”
Moore said. “The civil rights era is so far removed from this
generation.”
Moore said that as the students learned of King’s life and
times, they were surprised and upset about the way black
people were treated.
“This generation is very appalled by [racism],” Moore
said of her students. “‘That’s not fair,’ they said. ‘I can’t
believe they were treated that way.’”
Moore said the message she hoped the students most
took away from what they learned as both performers and
audience members was related to King’s famous quote:
“Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true
education.”
“It’s not just about how well you’re doing academically,”
Moore said. “It’s who you are as a person. Are you kind to
other people? Do you put yourself in others’ shoes?”
Moore expressed the importance of a balanced
curriculum that joins academia with the arts.
The two teachers will be pairing up again to
organize an end-of-school performance about
another civil rights leader, Cesar Chavez.
“It awakes that spirit in the students,” Moore
said. “We don’t do enough of it in the schools –
incorporating the arts.”
Dancers for the event included Nevaeh Jones;
Mariah Rodriguez, Ingrid Mendoza Garcia, Lexi
Shannon, Vanessa Mercado Mendoza, Kaylee
Campbell, and Damaris Ruiz Fuentes.
Actors in the show included (with their roles):
Josue Calderon Gil (the young Martin Luther King
Jr.), Jose Mendoza (Daddy King, Martin Luther King
Sr.), Milagros Patino (Mrs. King), Ana Gomez (Mrs.
Conner), Gloria Gutierrez (Viola), and Edgar Chavez
(the adult Martin Luther King Jr.).
Student performers hold up signs at the end of the show.

Maggie Weaver, Humane Society for Inland
Mendocino County
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Crossword
Puzzle &
Sudoku

Winter Fund Drive

Willits Community Services raises $28,475 so far

The 2016 Willits Community Services
and Food Bank Winter Fund Drive has
raised $28,475 as of this week, getting
close to this year’s goal of $34,000.

How To
Sudoku:

WCS Director Jim Marill and WCS Chief
Financial Officer John Wagenet were on
the corner of
Commercial and
Jennifer Poole
Main Tuesday,
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com
touching
up
the fundraising
thermometer with a bit more red, to show
off the $28,475 in donations.

Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a Sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

The fund drive is going well, with
contributions from stalwart supporters of
the local “helping” agency and from some
new donors, too, Marill said. “And we are
appreciative of every donation,” he added.
Marill first started working as WCS director
back in 1995.

CLUES ACROSS

The rest of

Committees

PELLETS
POLLUTION
POWER
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SCARCE
SOLAR
SUPPLEMENTAL
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WARMTH
WIND
WOOD

FIRE
FOSSIL
FUEL
GASOLINE
GENERATION
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HEAT
HYDRO
MANUAL
MINING
NATURAL GAS
OIL

ALTERNATIVES
APPLIANCE
BUDGET
BURN
COAL
COMFORT
CONSERVATION
COOLING
DRILLING
ELECTRICITY
ENERGY
ENVIRONMENT

From Page 1

Councilwoman Saprina Rodriguez will serve on the Revit-Ed
Committee.
Gonzalez will represent the city on the Redwood Empire
Division of the League of California Cities; Stranske will be
the alternate member.
Stranske will fill the city’s seat on the Mendocino Council
of Governments (MCOG), with Rodriguez as alternate; while
Rodriguez will sit on the Economic Development & Financing
Corporation (EDFC), with Councilwoman Madge Strong as
alternate.
Strong also will take a seat on the Mendocino Solid
Waste Management Authority (MSWMA), with Orenstein
as alternate; while Rodriguez will sit on the board of the
Mendocino Transit Authority, with Strong as alternate.
Rodriguez will also represent the city on the Mendocino
County Museum Advisory Board.
Gonzalez will take a seat on the county’s Local Agency
Formation Commission (LAFCo), with Strong as alternate,

“Hey, Doc!

1. Short tributary of
the Seille
5. Where you sleep
8. Crinkle
12. Regions
14. United States
15. Icelandic poetry books
16. Transferred property
18. Electrocardiography
19. From here
20. Hunting or
observation expedition
21. Used to make cabins
22. Containers
23. Famed patriot
26. Makes less intense
30. Forced to take refuge
31. Campaigner
32. Special security team
33. Egyptian city
34. The Muse of lyric
and hymns
39. What newlyweds
just said
42. Pain
44. Norwegian village
46. Produced on paper
47. Acceptance
49. Semite

50. Detective Ventura
51. Martens
56. Small mammal related
to rabbits
57. Airsick
58. Itinerant
59. Has spotted
60. Garland
61. Search engine
62. Former Knick and
Bull Curry
63. Student selected
components
64. Norwegian island

CLUES DOWN
1. Fathers
2. Region
3. The Great Barrier ___
4. Father
5. Civil War general
Don Carlos
6. Bodyguards
7. Knives
8. Member of U.S. Navy
9. English prince
10. Expression
11. Giants great Willie
13. Curving

17. Actress Keaton
24. Deploy
25. Medicine that
treats animals
26. We all have it
27. Greek goddess of
the dawn
28. Kevin Smith film
‘Chasing __’
29. City in India
35. Went jogging
36. What thespians do
37. One and only
38. Largest English
dictionary (abbr.)
40. Obstructs from
a course
41. Prophets
42. Prefix meaning on
or above
43. Got up
44. Drenched
45. N.Y. State capital
47. Sampled
48. Tending to an end
49. Architectural recess
52. Undergarments
53. Ethnic group in China
54. Reactive structure
55. Greek portico

while Orenstein will join the North Coast Railroad Authority
(NCRA) board, with Rodriguez as alternate.

installation of an AWOS that automatically measures and
reports flight conditions at the airport to pilots.”

Gonzalez and Stranske will both sit on the Caltrans Ad
Hoc Committee, while Strong will join the Sonoma Clean
Power board, with Orenstein as alternate.

“It was quite a wallop we had over the last couple of days,
but overall we fared better than other parts of the county,”
City Manager Adrienne Moore told the council about last
week’s rain storms.

Gonzalez and Strong will both sit on the city’s Cannabis
Ad Hoc Committee, while Strong and Stranske will join the
JPA Feasibility Study for the Willits Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

Airport grant, internet woes
In other news, the council adopted a resolution accepting
a grant from the Federal Aviation Administration that will
cover up to 90 percent of the estimated $280,000 cost of
making needed repairs at Willits Municipal Airport.
A report drafted by City Planner Dusty Duley said: “City
staff and the airport manager have identified specific projects
for this grant cycle that meet the grant criteria to improve
aviation safety and federal compliance at the airport.”
Repairs include a “seal coat and crack seal of the
entire runway and taxiway
connectors,” and a plan
to “shift both ends to
accommodate runway safety
areas 240 feet beyond the
runway thresholds.”
The grant money also
would be used for the
installation and construction
of an automated weather
observation system, or
AWOS.

Will my face
really stick
like this?”

According
to
the
report:
“Airport
safety
would be increased for
private, commercial and
governmental flights with the

“We did have some flooding,” Moore noted. “We provided
updates via email and on our Facebook page about the
typical spots: East Commercial Street by Lenore, Railroad
Avenue north of North Street, Creekside, and the entrance
to Wagon Wheel Mobile Home Park
“It wasn’t as bad as past years, due to efforts to keep the
storm drains clear of debris,” she said, adding, “We still have
ongoing issues with our creeks and not getting permission
to get into them and get them adequately cleaned out. We’ll
continue to work on that with Fish and Wildlife and Army
Corps of Engineers over the coming months. Our crews did
a terrific job in addressing everything; they were working well
into the night in pretty deep water.”
The city’s wastewater treatment plant internet access was
cut off by the plant’s provider, Willits Online, on Monday,
January 9, Moore told councilmembers.
“The timing was not very favorable [because] our system
was being challenged [by the storms],” she said, adding
Willits Online “terminated our services with no explanation.”

Moore reported that during the storms, the water treatment
plant lost power twice, “causing extra hours of work by the
operators to ensure our tanks stayed at optimal levels until
the power grid was restored. We can basically go a couple
days with a power outage
and be fine.”

“The water treatment plant
had only one minor violation
in the distribution system
this past summer, which has
changed over the past year
and is no longer a reportable
instance,” she said. “It was
a great job by crews at both
plants, and I want to thank
them for doing such a fine job
for our community.”

Our providers have answers
for those crazy kid questions–
and your serious ones, too.
45 Hazel Street, Willits

(707) 456-9600

WE ACCEPT Medicare, Medi-Cal, Partnership
and other insurance.
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

WCS has been providing essential
human services to the greater Willits and
north Mendocino County communities
since 1981, providing a safety net of human
services that help cushion the effects
of short- and long-term unemployment,
poverty and crisis. The availability of
financial resources from outside of the
Willits community continues to diminish,
Marill said, and this means the local fund
drive is more important than ever.

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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In recent weeks, WCS has received
contributions from the following donors:
Tamara Adams; Karl Amo; Herbert &
Judith Armstrong; Robert and Margrete
Arnold; Frank & Erla Barr; Bonita Belt &
Steven Drake; Rose Bird; John Bothwell
& Patricia Wilson; William and Florence
Bowler; Valerie Boman, In Memory of Alvin
Boman; Eric & Josephine Bradley; Bob
Chevalier, In Memory of Lillian Chevalier;
Buckeye Construction; Edith Ceccarelli c/o
Evelyn Persico; Jesse Cougar; Peter Dal
Poggetto; Dancing Madrone Soap Co.;
Larry & Marisella Desmond; Dripworks;
Nicholas & Mary Durupt; Esther Faber;
Helen Falandes & Clancy Rash; Robert
and Patricia Falge; Scott & Judy Ferleman;
John & Gerry Figg-Hoblyn; John Ford;
Bret & Kristin Fraser; Friends of Willits
Farmers Market; Allen and Marna Garcia;
Bill & Frances Gardner; Cathy Glyer; John
& Doreen Glyer; Robin Goldner, LCSW;
Gerardo & Barbarie Gonzalez; Peter &
Deborah Greig; Pauline Grzanich; Betty
Hansen; Henry Hanson; Robert & Jeri
Harman; Pat & Elizabeth Hart; Galen
Hathaway; John & Lena Hofmaister; Karen
Holden; Kathleen Hopper; Charles & Lynne
Hott-Coen; Howard Memorial Hospital

Still time to sign up for spring classes at

Mendo College

The 2017 spring semester at Mendocino College starts next week, on
Monday, January 23.
Many classes at the North County Center in Willits still have some open
spots – ranging from basic skills classes to career track classes, to continuing
education opportunities of interest to the general public.
In addition to Kathleen Kirkpatrick’s Drawing class (see sidebar), Willits artist
Anne Maglinte is teaching Watercolor Painting classes,
levels I and II. Music classes include Beginning and
Intermediate Voice and Singers’ Repertoire, all
taught by Marilyn Simpson.
Theatre Arts offers four levels of Contemporary
Dance, taught by Sandy Metzler at the Our Yoga Center
studio. The short-term intensive (five days a week)
Hip Hop Dance classes at the Willits High School gym
are fully enrolled – but nobody’s on the waiting list yet!
There are slots available in “The United States to 1877”
History class, in an introductory Geology class, and a
beginning class on Microsoft Word.

Medical Staff; David & Geri
Hulse-Stephens; Richard
Jeske; Agnes Marie Karlin;
Peter Koch; Steve Kovner
& Cypress Ross; L. Cid
Construction; Donald &
Janet Lamprich; Ronda
Landes; MaryLou Leonard
& Andrew Stein; Monte &
Kathleen Lieberfarb; LNS
Welding & Fabrication;
Daniel Loughry; Christopher
Martin & Lucy Sharp; Lynne
& Keith Matheny; Mills &
Suzanne Matheson; Denise
& Robert Mattos; Laura &
Michael McAlister; Laura &
Dan McBride; Mendocino
Community Health Clinic;
Microphor; Sherry & Larry
Minson; Laurel Morris;
Don & Mary Louise Morris; John Wagenet, left, with new pooch Barlow, and Jim Marill
Douglas & Kay Nord; paint the fundraising thermometer in front of St. Francis in the
Redwoods to reflect the new total for the Willits Community
Sandra S. Onderdonk; Olga Services Winter Fund Drive.
& Noel O’Neill; Tony & Janet
Photo by Jennifer Poole
Orth; Richard Padula; Mary
Margaret Strong; Surgery Department Staff
Pappadakis; Lucy Perkins;
Lee & Evelyn Persico; Kris & Rick Pierce; at Howard Memorial Hospital; T.R. Eriksen
Ponderosa & Sun Realty; Marlin & Carole Foundation; Clarence & Priscilla Tarver;
Press; R. Horse Ranch; Peggy Randrup; Eloise Toomey; Nan Trichler; Donna
Roxanne Ready; Dennis & Katharine Vaiano; John & Debi Vau; Tom Walz; Ed
Rohrs; Ron’s Muffler & Automotive; Al & Starla Warburton; Dobbe Wattenberg &
& Beth Rosen; Sally Rulison & Keith
Don Willis; Brian Weller & Freddie Long;
Monroe; S.A. Sanders & M.L. Robertson; J.
Rebecca Sandridge; Ron Sheets; Pamela Theresa & Jeffery Whitby; Theodore &
& Robert Shilling; Stephen & Sharon Carolyn Wilcox; Barbara Willens; Dean &
Short; Shuster’s Transportation, Inc.; Beverly Wise; Diane Woertink; Ruth Alice
Diane Smalley & Wallace Stahle; Sheryl Young; Patricia & Bruce Yoxall; and five
Smith; Linda Sobolewski; Allegra Steele; anonymous donors.

‘Drawing
Fundamentals’
Veteran art instructor Kathleen
Kirkpatrick will teach the basics along
with the finer points of drawing this
spring semester in a class offered by
Mendocino College.
Kirkpatrick’s
“Drawing
Fundamentals” (ART 210A, 3 units)
is scheduled for
Tuesdays
and
Thursdays, 12:30
to 3:30 pm, starting
January
24,
at
Sanhedrin
High
School, 120 North Main
Street.

For more info, check out Mendocino College’s North
County Center ad on the back page of this week’s
edition, or visit the Mendocino College website at www.mendocino.
edu. You can register for college online, or drop by the North County
Center, 372 East Commercial Street, for help with registration or
signing up for classes. Info: 459-6224.
The North County Center will celebrate the new semester with “Pizza
with the Dean” on Tuesday, January 31 from 4 to 5:30 pm.

“You can
learn how Art instructor Kathleen Kirkpatrick.
to draw just
like you can learn to drive a car,” Kirkpatrick said. “The ability to draw is
part of being human. It is not about hand-eye coordination. It is about the
art of seeing accurately. You learn to trace what you are able to see onto
paper.”
The course will focus on learning clear and useful techniques for being
able to draw a realistic likeness of people, animals, landscapes and still
lives, as well as branching out to drawing from imagination and memory, and
exploring fantasy, surrealism and other unique styles of drawing.

239 South Main Street - Willits

Art

Circle Time

Outside Play

American Sign Language
Snacks

Inquiry Based Learning

Preschool #233008715

&

TRANSFORMING
ANGER, RESENTMENT,
DEPRESSION, ANXIETY

Group Activities
Spanish

Infant Care

Infant #233008719

“As you can imagine, these plants operate with some
sophisticated technology to keep things in check,” she noted.
“We had no health and safety issues, but it was a surprise to
us that this occurred. No explanation was given, so we are
going to be switching providers in the next couple of days.”

Moore also told the
council the city’s wastewater
treatment plant had no
violations during 2016, “which
is remarkable.”

littlelakehealthcenter.org

“People give to the Winter Fund Drive
because they believe in what we’re doing,”
CFO Wagenet said, “and because they see
the need.” Wagenet has served on the WCS
board for 14 years, “as a public service,” he
said, “and because it’s something I can do
to help the community.”

To help WCS reach its fundraising goal,
please send a check to Willits Community
Services, 229 East San Francisco Avenue,
Willits, CA 95490, or donate via the PayPal
Giving Fund. Open this link: https://www.
paypal.com/fundraiser/hub, then search for
“Willits Community Services.” Or donate
through Ebay Charities. Open this link:
http://charity.ebay.com/charity/search/ and
search for “Willits Community Services.”

TERRI CLARK
SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 4
DOORS 7PM • SHOW 8PM

LIGHTS OUT

TRIBUTE TO
FRANKIE VALLI AND
THE FOUR SEASONS

Wishing the Community
all the best in 2017
from the staff at

Home Care & Phoenix Hospice Services
Mendocino County

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
DOORS 7PM • SHOW 8PM

TICKETS ON SALE NOW STARTING AT $30!
Buy online at CoyoteValleyCasino.com
100 San Hedrin Circle • Willits
(707) 459-1818 (800) 606-9596 Fax (707) 459-9298

HOWL YEAH!
CoyoteValleyCasino.com | 707.485.0700

Like us on Facebook | Facebook.com/CoyoteValleyTribe | Facebook.com/CoyoteValleyCasino
Must be 21. All sales are final. No refunds or exchanges. Management reserves all rights. Gambling Problem? Call 1.800.426.2537.
©2016 Coyote Valley Casino
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What's Happening Around Town

Visit https://minimalismfilm.
com for trailer and more
info. Thursday, January 19,
at 7 pm at the Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street.
$5 donation supports the
film series. Trailers & short films at 6:30 pm;
main attraction at 7 pm. Serving organic heirloom
popcorn with organic butter and fair trade
chocolate.

Thursday, January 19

Willits Community Television Meeting: Do you
value the role of public access TV for our local
communities? Come to a public meeting Thursday,
January 19, at 10 am, upstairs at the Willits Center
for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street. “The board
of supervisors have begun evaluating the value of
public access television to our local communities.
We at WCTV want to provide information to the
board to help them recognize the many benefits
that our area has received over the years” from Friday, January 20
public access TV on cable and the internet. Visit
www.WillitsTV.org for more information about Congressman Jared Huffman in
Ukiah: Join with Ukiah Valley Street
WCTV, Channels 3, 64 & 65.
Medicine Team Work Party to assemble
KLLG Radio DJ Classes: free training – “How to care kits at Ukiah Valley Medical Center
Produce a Show on KLLG” – a four hour class on Building, 3 to 4 pm. Free. 206 Mason Street,
the basic skills required to be a DJ programmer on Ukiah. Info: Val Muchowski, 895-3543.
KLLG: the path to becoming a KLLG programmer,
FCC rules and regulations/station etiquette, Willits High School Girls Basketball Home
developing an on-air personality, working the Game: Willits versus Clearlake at WHS gym. JV
board/mic technique, and on-air practice. All levels game begins at 6 pm (coach Daniel Mendoza);
of experience are welcome. Thursday, January varsity game begins at 7:30 pm (coach Paul Riley).
19, 12-5 pm, and again on Saturday, February 4, Shanachie Pub: John Underwood, a multi12-5 pm. Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. instrumentalist solo artist from Reno, with friends
Questions about KLLG or volunteering at the and friends Chris Fox and Clint Westwood.
Underwood uses “six instruments around him all
station, visit www.KLLG.org.
Music at the Brickhouse: Local singer-songwriter running into a loop pedal, so he can create a full
David Partch will perform every third Thursday of folk band sound live, with banjo, acoustic guitar,
the month. Thursday, January 19, 2 to 3 pm. No trumpet, trombone, bass, and an acoustic style
cover. Brickhouse Coffee, corner of Main Street drum setup with Cajun washboard and cymbals.”
Friday, January 13, 9 pm. No cover. Shanachie
and Commercial Street.
Pub, 50 South Main Street. Info: 459-9194.
Hot Topics in Diabetes: Stress reduction
clinician Doreen Blumenfeld talks on
Saturday,
“Starting the New Year Off Stress-Free.”
January 21
Refreshments provided. Free to attend.
Reservations preferred. Thursday,
Women’s Marches in
In solidarity with the big
January 19, 6:30 to 7:30 pm. Seabiscuit
Laytonville and Ukiah:
March on Washington
Conference Room, Howard Hospital, 1
for Democracy, Equality and Justice
Laytonville Women’s March
Marcela Drive. Call to reserve space: Come to the Women’s March in Ukiah! in support of Democracy,
Saturday, January 21
456-3132.
Equality
and
Justice,
from Noon to 2 p.m.
(Men, families and kids all welcome!)
Saturday
January
21,
Soroptimist Presentation on Human
Starting from Alex Thomas Plaza
starting at 11 am in downtown
Trafficking: January is Human
310 South State Street in Ukiah
The group will hear talks, poems, songs
Laytonville.
Women
Trafficking Awareness Month and
and inspirational music.
They will march to the Courthouse.
and men encouraged to
human trafficking is happening here
in Mendocino County. Soroptimist Bring instruments, signs and walking shoes. come. “This local march is
concurrent with the marches
International of Willits hosts a video
presentation and discussion about the dangers happening in Washington DC, San Francisco,
and warnings of someone being targeted. Guest and elsewhere around the country and the world.”
speaker, Elle Snow, founder of Game Over, Inc. Ukiah March, Saturday, January 21, starts at Alex
and human traffic survivor, will speak on how Thomas Plaza, 310 South State Street, at noon
we can all help stop human trafficking in our and goes to the courthouse. Visit www.facebook.
local communities. Families, parents, teens, com/events/1394236220600234.
adults invited, but not suitable for small children. Willits Library Stuffed Animal Sleepover:
Thursday, January 19, 6:30 to 9 pm, Willits High Children may bring their favorite stuffed animal to
School Auditorium. Info: Tanya Musgrave, 272- the library for stories, crafts and snacks, followed
8668. Visit the Game Over FB page here: www. by a movie. Afterwards, the children may leave
facebook.com/itsgameover101.
their stuffed animals overnight, where the animals
Inauguration Eve Poetry: Three eminent will have their nighttime antics filmed, as they
Mendocino County poets, Mary Norbert Korte, spend their first sleepover in the library. Saturday,
Linda Noel, WJ Ray, will be reading poetry January 21, 1 to 3 pm. Willits Library, 390 East
Thursday, January 19, 7 pm. $5 donation, no one Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
excluded. Willits Library Meeting Room, 390 East Shanachie Pub: Dennis Chrisp & Friends. This
Commercial Street.
show will feature local muscians in a night of
Now and Then Films: “Minimalism: A Documentary original and improvised music. Friday, January 21,
about the Important Things,” a film about “a life with 8 pm. No cover. Shanachie Pub, 50 S. Main Street.
less,” and about changing priorities in our lives. Info: 459-9194.

“Glass Tangents“

Little Lake Grange Pancake Breakfast:
8 to 11 am, Sunday, January 22.
“Join your friends at the Grange
breakfast! $8 buys you a plate
of the best ‘scratch’ pancakes
& local farm eggs to be
found anywhere around. Our
tasty breakfast is a wonderful
combination of comfort foods.…“
Choose sourdough wholegrain,
Hank’s Famous Buttermilk Pancakes or
gluten-free, Beeler’s Quality Bacon, organic
eggs, real butter, juice, organic coffee or tea. $8;
$7 seniors, $5 children under 10. Extra: sides of
organic fruit and Amish organic maple syrup. Little
Lake Grange #670, 291 School Street (2 blocks
south of Commercial, 1 block west of 101). Info:
459-9716.
“Taking Your Next Step Spiritually”: This will
be the theme of a worship service presented by
ECKANKAR of Lake and Mendocino Counties.
Sunday, January 22, 11 am to noon. Willits Center
for the Arts, 71 Commercial Street. Info: 456-9934.
2017 WCT Concert Series: Country and folk duo
Nina Gerber (guitar, arranger) and Chris Webster
(singer/songwriter) play a mix of blues, country,
pop and R&B sounds “guaranteed to bring an
amazing blend of effortless voice and acoustic skill
to their show.” First show of 2017 concert series.
Willits Community Theatre, Sunday, January 22
at 2pm. Tickets $15. Advance tickets available at
Mazahar, or online at brownpapertickets.com, or
by phone 24/7 1-800-838-3006.

Tuesday, January 24
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All
2D movies that are in their second week are $5
on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all ages,
all showings. This week’s Tightwad movies:
“Manchester-by-the-Sea.“ For showtimes: www.
noyotheatre.com. 57 East Commercial Street.
459-6696.
Willits High School
Girls Basketball
Home Game: Willits
versus Middletown
at WHS gym. JV
game begins at 5:30
pm (coach Daniel
Mendoza); varsity
game begins at 7
pm (coach Paul
Riley).

Wednesday,
January 25

French Oak Gypsies

CMC Duals Wrestling Meet: Wednesday, January
25, at the Willits High School gym. Head Coach
Brian Bowles. 9 am.

Thursday,
January 26

Saturday, January 28

Free Positive Parenting
Group: “Systematic Training
for Effective Parenting” free
classes are parental guidance
workshops for parents of
children ages 4-12, and they
will take place once a week
for seven weeks, Thursday
mornings, 9 to 10:30 am,
at Brookside Elementary
School, Room 25. Open to
all families with children in the
Willits Unified School District.
Breakfast is included. The first
meeting is Thursday, January
26. Subsequent Thursday meetings: February 2,
9, 16, 23, March 2, 9. Info: Jackie Herz, 459-3232
Willits High School Girls Basketball Home
Game: Willits versus St. Helena at WHS gym. JV
game begins at 5:30 pm (coach Daniel Mendoza);
varsity game begins at 7 pm (coach Paul Riley).

Rotary Club Crab Steam-Up and
Sale: See Friday, January 27 for
details. Or call Lou Celaya of Willits
Rotary Club, 972-3243.
Music at the Brickhouse: Ron
O’Brien, solo guitar player, arranger
and raconteur performs Saturday,
January 28, 7 to 9 pm. $5 cover.
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 Main Street.
Doors open at 6 pm. Food and
beverages available.
Shanachie Pub: Lantz Lazwell and
the Vibe Tribe “services the deep
melodic desires to drive us to dance,
while providing a complete auditory/
visual experience to dazzle the
senses.” Lantz was the winner of a Los Angeles
Music Award for “Best Male Vocalist, 2007.”
Saturday, January 28, 9 pm. $5 cover. Shanachie
Pub, 50 S. Main Street. Info: 459-9194.

Showin'
Some
Love

Friday, January 27
Rotary Club Crab Steam-Up and Sale: “North
Coast crabs are back, and they’re big and healthy
and delicious!” Enjoy just-steamed fresh crab
and help the community and students: All net
proceeds go towards Willits community and school
organizations. Follow the steam pots, and meet
the members of the Willits Rotary Club. Crabs
will be cooking and for sale at the corner of Main
Street and San Francisco, Friday, January 27, 8
am to dark, and Saturday, January 28, 8 am until
sold out. Info: Lou Celaya, 972-3243. In addition,
don’t miss the Rotary Club‘s All-You-Can-Eat
Crab Dinner – loads of fresh sweet crabs, salad,
pasta, and French bread. Wine and beer will be
available for purchase. Friday February, 17, 2017,
at 6 pm at the Willits Community Center. Dollar
auction and live auction, live music by the Bassics.
This event is a benefit for the Willits High School
Seniors Scholarship Fund and
the Willits Senior Center. $50 per
ticket, available at Willits Furniture,
Tri-Counties Bank and the Willits
Senior Center. Ask any Willits
Rotarian or call Ann Alumbaugh:
459-1440, or 841-1315.
Shanachie Pub: Bay Area band
French Oak Gypsies performs
French and American Jazz
standards in a Django Reinhardtesque style with members of
another well-known band, Dgiin. Stella Heathvocals, Gabriel Pirard-guitar and vocals, Chris Le
Deiph-guitar and bass, Jimmy Inciardi-saxophone,
James Foster-drums. www.stellaheathmusic.com
Friday, January 27, 9 pm. $5 cover. Shanachie
Pub, 50 S. Main Street. Info: 459-9194.

Valentine’s Day is coming up,
and Willits Weekly is once
again excited to feature photos
of the community’s loved ones
this holiday.
We will print as many photos
as we can in the February 9,
2017 edition.
Please email photos to
willitsweekly@gmail.com, or
text them to 707-972-7047.
Also, please include a caption,
identifying yourself, as well as
those in the photo. First names
only are OK.
An example:
“Happy Valentine’s Day to my
sweetie ___[their name]____!
Love, __[your name]_____.”

All photos must be
submitted by MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 6 at 5 pm.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

From February 10 through 26, patrons will be treated
to the classic Broadway hit, “The Sunshine Boys,” by Neil
Simon. The much-loved story of two aging vaudeville
performers who can’t stand each other, but who are
forced to work together one last time, is a guarantee for
sure laughs.
The Simon odd-couple classic will be directed by
Christine Dill, who last directed the huge 2014 WCT hit,
“The Angel of Chatham Square.”
In April comes the Tony Award-winning satirical
comedy, “God of Carnage,” by Yasmin Reza. After a
playground altercation between 11-year-old boys brings
two sets of parents together to resolve the matter,
diplomatic niceties soon dissolve into open acrimony.
Hypocrisies of modern civilization are exposed, leaving
the couples with more than just their liberal principles
in tatters. In 2009, the show’s Broadway production
garnered Tony awards for Best Play, Best Director and
Best Actor. Directed by David Partch, this incisive, dark
comedy runs April 7 through 23.
A heart-warming drama on aging, “Grace and Glorie,”
by Tom Ziegler, opens in June. An elderly woman, living
alone in a remote cabin, is facing death. Her hospice

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

A special treat takes to the stage in September with
Steve Martin’s “Picasso at the Lapin Agile.” The comic’s
febrile imagination runs rampant in this humorous sendup of Picasso and Einstein meeting together for semiserious contemplation of 20th century art, philosophy
and science. Directed by Jim Mastin, the play includes
a special guest from the future, and the action ventures
into the absurdly hilarious. The show runs September 8
through 24.
For the season finale in November, WCT will offer
the classic drama, “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?,“
by Edward Albee. In his famous 1962 send-up on
heterosexual love and marriage, the gay playwright
incinerates every illusion, and the only truth left standing
between the four actors is “love conquers all.” Not to be
missed, the show is directed by Jason Davis and plays
November 3 through 19.
Season passes for all five shows are available at the
discount rate of $60; for info on buying season tickets,
call the WCT office at 459-0895. The WCT playhouse is
located at 37 West Van Lane (behind Shanachie Pub).

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

– Steve Hellman for WCT

Willits Weekly | January 19, 2017

The Story: Lee (Casey Affleck) is an emotionally
low-key guy with anger issues. His brother Joe (Kyle
Chandler) dies, leaving a house in Manchester by
the Sea, a party boat, and a teenage son. Joe’s will
names Lee as his teenage son’s guardian. But Lee
doesn’t want to be his
Daniel Essman nephew’s guardian – the
challenge causes Lee’s
Columnist
shut-down heart and
closed-off life to implode.
This movie pretty much starts there – the emotional
implosion and what comes after.

Awards for Casey Affleck: Golden Globe-Best
Actor. New York Film Critics Circle Award-Best
Actor. Critic’s Choice Award-Best Actor. National
Society of Film Critics Award-Best Actor. Australian
Academy Cinema Television Arts International
Award-Best Actor.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality attenuated by the
wisdom of the imagination.Senior Center Lunch.

Senior
Center
Lunch

Week of January 23 through January 27
Monday: Chicken Cacciatore
Tuesday: Hamburger Steak
Wednesday: Roast Beef
Thursday: Pork Chops
Friday: Turkey and Stuffing (Birthday Lunch)
Harrah Senior Center serves lunch five days per
week from 11:45 am to 1 pm. 55 and older: $5.50 per
meal; under 55: $7 per meal. Includes soup, entree,
vegetable, bread, dessert, and drink. 1501 Baechtel
Road. Info: 459-6826.

Twining Time at Brickhouse
Tuesday, February 7

2017 season at Willits Community Theatre
worker shows up and knows
everything there is to know about
everything – or thinks she does. As
the action unfolds, the elder woman teaches the younger
the most important lesson of all. The play, directed by
Jim Williams, runs from June 2 through 18.

‘Manchester by
the Sea’

Parents: Kids? No. This movie is for adultish teens
and grown-ups. Children will be bored, confused,
perhaps even have their sleep rhythms interrupted.

A preschool initiative at the Willits Branch Library, “1,000
Books Before Kindergarten” is a multiyear project to
encourage parents to read books aloud to their younger
children before they enter school. Experts say reaching
this goal will help children entering kindergarten learn
to read independently. Register for the program at the
Willits Branch Library to receive your “1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten Reading Log.” Then, you and your child read
aloud together at least 15 minutes every day and check off
each book as it’s completed. Library “Story Time” counts,
too. Your child will receive a prize from the library at the
completion of each set of 100 books. There is no end date
to the program, except the child’s going to school. For
information or questions contact the library: 707-459-5908,
or macbeanb@co.mendocino.ca.us

Willits Community Theatre will offer five Main Stage
plays in its upcoming 2017 season with a rich mix of
comedy, Broadway hits, and classic drama. Producer
Mike A’Dair says of the impressive lineup, “It’s a blended
season that offers something for everyone.”

COLUMN | At the Movies

My Thoughts: Snow in
Quincy, Massachusetts,
snow in Manchester,
snow in the air, ice on
the ground ... and cold.
And Lee’s brother can’t
be buried because the
cemetery earth is frozen
rock-hard. This movie is
about the thawing of an
injured man’s bruised
and frozen heart. What
writer/director Kenneth
Lonergan tells us in his movie is that Lee’s sins,
his failures and his successes never disappear;
that all the events in his life stain and color the
present moment. This is an intelligent adult drama
unpolluted by Hollywood sentimentality. And still,
it is not depressing despite the lack of the film
industry’s feel-good cliches. This movie is a keeper.

‘1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten’

The January show at the Willits Center
for the Arts, “Glass Tangents,“ runs
through January 29. This show features
dynamic artworks made of glass
made by longtime friends and Willits
guys Kale Haschak and Jonah Ward.
The show features scultural pieces
using a mixture of classic Italian glass
techniques alongside a non-traditional
method where glass is used to burn
and scar wood panels to create abstract
forms. “Definitely worth checking out
in person … only up for a limited time,
so go see this one-of-a-kind art show
before it’s gone.” Info: 459-1726 or
www.willitscenterforthearts.org.
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Sunday, January 22

Twining Time

Eckankar
Teachings
Sunday, January 22

A panel of speakers will share
insights and personal experiences
on why it’s important to keep
moving forward in our spiritual
lives, and they will also share
some techniques on how to
help keep ourselves spiritually
connected and active. “Are you
learning something new every
day from what you are doing?
Are you getting insight and help
from within? This is what you
ought to be working for,” explains
Harold Klemp, spiritual leader of
Eckankar: Religion of the Light
and Sound of God.
Eckankar teaches that the
spiritual essence, which is Light
and Sound, connects everyone
with the heart of God. This Light
and Sound is the ECK, or the
Holy Spirit. Direct experience with

Join Twining Time (John Wagenet and Anita Blu) for lunch or
afternoon coffee on the first Tuesday of every month, February 7
this month, at Brickhouse Coffee at the corner of Highway 101 and
East Commercial Street. Enjoy live easy listening Folk/Americana
music from 12:30 to 2:30 pm. Menu includes espresso drinks and
freshly brewed coffee, tea, ice cold drinks, real fruit smoothies,
soups and salads, sandwiches, flat bread wraps, and fresh baked
goodies. 3 South Main Street, 459-1598. Visit Twining Time on
Facebook or www.reverbnation.com/johnwagenet.

these twin aspects of God opens
the deep spiritual potential within
each of us. The Light and Sound
purify, uplift, heal, and direct us
on our journey home to God. As
a spiritual exercise to connect us
with the Divine, the service will
include a HU Song. Singing the
word HU can uplift and align us
with with Divine Spirit.
“Taking Your Next Step
Spiritually” is the theme of a worship
service presented by ECKANKAR
of Lake and Mendocino Counties:
Ancient Wisdom for Today. The
service will be held Sunday,
January 22 from 11 am until noon,
at the Willits Center for the Arts at
71 East Commercial Street.
If you wish to learn new
techniques to help you better
understand and experience more
of God’s love and understand how
these techniques can offer insights
of higher consciousness, then join
us at this worship service. Info l:
456-9934.
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Ongoing Events
Willits Winter Farmers Market: at the Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street. 3 to 5:30 pm Thursday
afternoons. Veggies, local meats and local grains,
dinner, baked goods, gift items, chocolates, crafts, live
music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Willits Center for the Arts: The “Glass Tangents”
show will run through January 29. Modern sculptural
glass artworks by Kale Haschak and Jonah Ward. 71
East Commercial Street. Info: 459-1726.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the
Saint Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66
East Commercial Street. Every 2nd and 4th Friday.
Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Tuesday Night Potluck Bingo: Potluck dinner and
bingo every Tuesday at the Harrah Senior Center,
1501 Baechtel Road.” Be sure to bring a dish to share!”
5 to 7 pm; $5 buy-in; 50 cents per card. Info: 459-6826.
Free Seeds for your Winter Garden: “Check out”
flower, vegetable, and herb seeds to plant in your
garden. After the plants are done, save the seeds
, label them and return them to Will Minor at Willits
Public Library. Heirloom seeds only. No GMO and no
hybrids! Questions? Call Will at 459-5908, e-mail him
at minorw@co.mendocino.ca.us, or see him at the
library desk.
Al-Anon Meeting: Thursday nights from 5:30 to 6:30
pm, at the Baechtel Creek Village Community Room
(behind Rite-Aid at the Evergreen Shopping Center.
Saturdays at 10 am at St. Francis Episcopal Church
Fellowship Hall, 66 East Commercial Street.
Drop-in Knitting Circle: Every Saturday, from 3 to 4:30
pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial
Street. “Bring your projects to share and show off! We
will have expert knitters on board who can solve any
problems and teach everyone to knit! Bring your own
projects – we’ll supply the coffee! Sign-ups are not
necessary – everyone is welcome to drop in.”
Library Coloring Club: Want a little color in your life?
Then by all means, come to the library! The Willits
Library, 390 East Commercial Street, is hosting a
Library Coloring Club, every Tuesday at 6:30 pm for
ages 14 and up. “We’ve got the crayons and the paper
– you bring the imagination.”
Soroptimists International of Willits: Women’s
service club aimed at the betterment of girls and
women. Meets second and third Tuesdays of every
month, noon to 1 pm, at Old Mission Pizza, 1708 South
Main Street, in the back room. Women interested in
community service are welcome; new members are
encouraged to join at any time.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group with
Linda Posner, Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. Harrah
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Volleyball Open Gym: at Baechtel Grove gym;
Sundays and Tuesdays at 7 pm. Some experience
desired, but not required. $5 per night; first night free.
Info: Jeff at 354-1850.

Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom
from Smoking” class sponsored by the Frank R.
Howard Memorial Hospital. Every Wednesday at the
HMH Conference Room, 1 Madrone Street, 6 to 7 pm.
RSVP to Jennifer Barrett at 707-540-4208. Walk-ins
are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body
Works Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym:
Monday to Friday from 2:30 to 5:30 pm; Boxing: Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 pm; Karate: Kids aged 5
to 10 from 6 to 7 pm, Tweens, Teens and Adults at 7 pm.
All SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.
com/MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague
or Mike Tobin: 354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Jazz Night every second and fourth
Thursday. 8 pm. No cover. “Local musicians …
take jazz standards and infuse them with funk, hip
hop, world, and free form jamming. The outcome is
unexplainable.” Open Mic Night every Wednesday. 8
pm. Sign-ups start at 7:30 pm; pre-signup list starts at
3 pm when the Pub opens. “An eclectic array of local
musicians and even performers from around the world!”
50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info:
459-9194.
Karaoke Night at Al’s Redwood Room: Every
Wednesday night, starting at 9 pm. 207 South Main
Street. Info: 459-2444.
Laytonville Winter Farmers Market: Mondays,
November through May, from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at
Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local
fresh fruits and vegetables, artisan goat cheeses,
ranch meats, eggs, handcrafted clothing, live music
and much more.

Roy Rogers & the Delta
Rhythm Kings
Saturday, February 11
“Americana/Blues/Roots player Roy Rogers is
considered one of today’s preeminent slide guitarists.
With his electrifying mastery of slide guitar coupled with
his capacity for superior live performances, Rogers
has won consistent critical acclaim for his consummate
studio work as well as his deft ability to bring the house
down during live shows with his band, the Delta Rhythm
Kings. Rogers has earned eight Grammy nominations
and two Grammy awards with his collaborative work
with John Lee Hooker and Ramblin’ Jack Elliott, and has
received numerous accolades for his songwriting, as
well as his work on movie soundtracks and television.”
Live at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street,
Saturday, February 11. Doors open 6 pm; music starts
at 7:30 pm. Tickets: $25 advance at J.D. Redhouse
or Eventbrite online; $30 at the door; $50 including
dinner (prime rib, salmon or vegetarian options); dinner
tickets must be purchased by January 30. Discounted
accommodations available for Mendocino County
residents at Super 8 and Baechtel Creek Inn. Cosmic
Pickle Productions. Info: Da Grand Pooba: 408-6566932.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Pg. 7

At right: KLLG crew, from left, Roger Wilson, Michelle Jean, Kyle
Madrigal, Jim Snidow, aka DJ Big Jim, Greg Schindel and Mike
Burgess.
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At bottom, left: DJ Kyle Madrigal hosts “Kyle’s Kaleidoscopic
Dreamscape” on KLLG Radio.
At bottom, right: Michael Foley hosts the “All Along the
Watchtower” talk show on KLLG Radio.

Photos by Mathew Caine
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Willits over the airwaves
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KLLG’s new shows feature music, sports,
talk, stories, interviews, and ‘tour de force’
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Come Spend Friday
Nights With Us!

Is serving delicious
dinner on Friday nights
from 5 to 8:30 p.m.
Nightly Specials
Now serving beer and wine
Proudly serving
as our house wine

Located in the
Evergreen Shopping Center

Open Tuesday-Saturday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Enjoy bagels and coffee starting at 8 a.m.
full service kitchen opens at 9 a.m.
Open Sunday for brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Take note!
A special Valentine’s Day dinner is
being planned - details coming soon!
Find us on Facebook
Call (707) 841-3058

It’s starting to sound a lot like Willits
over the airwaves these days. KLLG
97.9, Willits’ own low-power FM radio
station
Damian Sebouhian based in
the Little
Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com
L a k e
Grange,
is adding programming every week
that reflects the unique and diverse
character of our ever-evolving
community.
Case in point, take Greg Schindel.
Nobody personifies the charm, wit and
quirky genius of the Willits creative
spirit more than the Train Singer
persona Schindel has crafted and
showcased to countless members
of the public during his many years
with the Skunk Train. Now, because
of KLLG, if you tune in on Thursday
mornings at 10, you’ll get to hear both
of them in a one-hour show called “The
Bi-Polar Express.”
“There are two characters, and
they go from one extreme to another,”
Schindel said. “It’s fun to have more
than one person in the studio at one
time when there really isn’t.”
It’s an auditory tour de force of
entertainment, history, news, stories,
jokes and guest appearances, told
from the interactions between Schindel
and the Train Singer in such a
seamless manner of organized chaos,
the listener is hard-pressed to believe
there’s only one person in the studio.
“In shows past, I featured the song
“Casey Jones” and told the story of the
train wreck [that took his life],” Schindel
explained. “And the California Russian
Railroad train wreck of 1969, where
we had a local man here named Jerry
Brooks. I have a poetry section where
I choose a poem of the week and a
thought for the day. I’ve been featuring
local musicians. I’ve featured Malakai
[Schindel], [the band] Schindig, Bruce
Burton, and another songwriter named
Doug Adams.”
If you miss the Thursday morning
airing of “The Bi-Polar Express,” you
can catch it the following Sunday from
8 to 9 am, during its encore time.
Featuring local talent at the station
seems to be an expanding theme for
KLLG, as musician Kyle Madrigal is
working on making live performances
a priority for his show “Kyle’s
Kaleidoscopic Dreamscape.”
The show airs every Friday from 2 to
4 in the afternoon.
“It’s diverse, magical and whimsical,”
said Madrigal. “I cover anything from
folk genres, Americana, bluegrass,
local singer-songwriters, all the way to
futuristic, electronic music. Whatever
it is that tickles me that I like in the
moment….”
Madrigal recently featured local
singer/songwriter/cellist Sarah Rose
McMahon, and the two played live in

the studio for 30 minutes.
“That’s something I’d like to be
a focus on every show if I could,”
Madrigal emphasized. “I want as many
local musicians to come forward and
play some stuff live. I have a very
good skill set with being able to mix
music, so if it’s a whole band that
wants to play, we’d have to work that
out a couple weeks in advance, to get
all the equipment set up beforehand.
I’m down to disseminate these local
musicians and their works to get it
out to as many listeners as possible,
to try and keep the local arts and
entertainment scene alive.”
For some people, nothing is more
entertaining than watching, listening
to and talking about sports. Check out
Buster’s on a Sunday afternoon during
football season, and you’ll notice that
even laid-back small-town folks who
live hours from the nearest big sport’s
franchise will stand up and holler for
their favorite Bay Area teams.
If you are one of those folks who
has San Francisco’s KNBR 680, “The
Sports Leader,” programmed on your
car radio, KLLG has a show for you.
It’s called “Steve on Sports,” and it airs
every Wednesday evening from 7:30
to 8 pm.
Hosted by sports enthusiast and
ex-football player and coach Steve
Kovner, the show is soon to include a
call-in feature as soon as the station
acquires the necessary piece of
equipment.
“It’s a sports talk show, and it’s
going to be call-in,” Kovner said. “We’ll
talk the Warriors, the Raiders, 49ers,
Giants, the Oakland A’s. I’ll probably
interview some local coaches, too.
We’ll see where the interest is.”
Kovner had Buddhist teacher Steve
Keyes in the studio recently for a oneon-one discussion about the Golden
State Warriors.
“[Keyes] knows the team, and it was
a good back-and-forth,” Kovner said.
“That’s what I’d like to see happen,
for callers to chime in and give their
opinions. It’s just fun.”
Another talk show KLLG features is
more on the serious side. It’s hosted
by Willits Farmers Market manager
Michael Foley, called “All Along the
Watchtower,” and airs every Monday
evening from 8 to 9 pm.
“It’s a talk show about searching for
hope in dark times,” Foley explained.
“For the first show, I played parts of
a talk by Paul Kingsnorth, who is one
of the founders of the Dark Mountain
Project in England.”
Foley’s second show is a followup to that talk, and features an
interview Foley conducted with Shawn
Chamberlain of Dark Mountain Project,
“who edited and compiled a book called
‘Surviving the Future.’ It’s drawn from
the work of his mentor, David Fleming,

and it’s about what our future economy
and society might look like once this
one goes its way, as inevitably it will.”
Foley hopes that in the near future,
KLLG will air a live show from the
farmers market, which is at the Grange
every Thursday from 3 to 5:30 pm.
Other programs provided by KLLG:
“Riparian Roots” airs every
Wednesday evening from 8 to 10 pm,
with DJ Big Jim. The show includes
“commentary from longtime DJ and
reggae music enthusiast” Jim Snidow.
“CowPunk Rose” airs the first, third,
and fifth Thursday of each month
from 6 to 8 pm, with encore airings
every second and fourth Thursday at
the same time. The show is hosted
by KLLG Program Director Michelle
Jean, who describes it as “lullabies for
country punks, an exploration of the
‘Cow Punk’ genre – country, punk, and
everything in between and beyond!”
“Lost in Space” airs live every second
and fourth Thursday of the month from
8 to 10 pm, with encore shows every
first, third and fifth Thursday at the
same time. The show is hosted by
Jane Got Lost and is described as
“downtempo spacey techno music.”
“MacAmergin’s Tales” airs every
Tuesday from 9 to 10 pm with Saturday
encores from 6 to 7 pm. The show is
hosted by author Liam UiCearbhaill
and is described as “story poems in
song and spoken word.”
“Radio Curious” airs every
Sunday from 3 to 3:30 pm. This is a
longstanding syndicated radio show
hosted by Ukiah attorney Barry Vogel,
which is described as “half-hour
interviews on a curiously wide array of
topics concerning life and ideas.”
Soon, these shows will represent
the tip of the iceberg for KLLG
programming, according to Michelle
Jean.
“Right now, I have about 40 people
who are in the process of becoming
programmers,” said Jean. “It’s a multistep process which includes going
to classes, sitting in and watching a
programmer do their show, recording
a show, receiving critique, and working
to be ready for being on air.”
Two shows produced by KZYX
favorite Dan Roberts will soon be
added to the list, including “Youth
Speaks Out” and “The Short Wave
Report.”
For anyone interested in producing
their own shows and becoming a
programmer for KLLG, the next class
will be held, free of charge, at the Little
Lake Grange in Room 10 on Saturday,
February 4 from noon to 5 pm.
“We have over 30 people involved
with KLLG so far,” said Jean. “We still
need so much more help!”
KLLG can be reached at 459-5554,
and on the web at: www.kllg.org.

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,
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Lic# 679517

707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

Pg.8

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Willits Weekly | January 19, 2017

SWOW and to put it on a sound
financial footing.
The first step of his plan, which
includes five subcomponents, will
save SWOW $264,000 a year, which
will be enough to make his bankers
smile and keep the lights on at the
company over the short term.
Ward also will seek a larger rate
adjustment for all the contracts under
which SWOW is currently operating.
To determine how much of a rate
increase might be appropriate, Ward
and ad hoc committee members
agreed SWOW would be the
object of a rate-setting study, which
will analyze the company’s 2016
financial records and determine how
much rates will need to increase to
provide SWOW with an acceptable
rate of profit.
Ward said he and committee
members agreed the cost of the ratesetting study would be borne equally
between SWOW and the county.
Any set of plans or steps agreed
to by the ad hoc committee must
be approved by the full board of
supervisors before any steps can be
taken.
The first step of the plan includes
approval by the county of a Ward
proposal to raise the collection fees
in the South Coast franchise area –
Supervisor Hamburg’s district – by
12 percent. That issue is slated for
discussion by supervisors sometime
during next week’s January 24
board meeting. The agenda for that
meeting will be posted on Friday.
One of the most contentious
elements in the long stalemate
between Ward, the county, and
Mendocino Solid Waste Management Authority (the countywide
garbage agency), is to accurately
determine SWOW’s rate of profit.
New MSWMA General Manager
Louisa Morris believes SWOW’s rate
of profit for its Mendocino County
operations, including profits from
SWOW’s Willits Transfer Station,
is 12.23 percent, and the company
is bleeding because of losses
associated with Ward’s operations
in Humboldt County. On December
20, in a discussion with supervisors,
Morris said a profit rate of 12.23
percent was good, and a few points
higher than the industry standard.
Ward says Morris’s numbers are
wrong, because they don’t include
interest adjustments and income
tax expenses. They also do include
earnings from the Willits Transfer
Station, which is profitable, but not
the numbers from the materials
recovery facility in Willits, which
Ward says lost money last year,
which is also providing services
under a contract with the county.
Additionally, SWOW has contracts
with the City of Willits and the City of
Fort Bragg – not just with the county
– for both facilities in Willits, the
transfer station and the MRF.
“If you’re going to include the Willits
Transfer Station in the equation,
add them all in there,” Ward said;
otherwise, Moore’s numbers are
“cherry-picked,” he said.
With interest payments and
income tax expenses included, and
transfer station numbers removed,
SWOW’s
Mendocino
County
operations have a profitability of only
5 percent, Ward argues.
Asked why Ward believes the
Willits Transfer Station shouldn’t be
included in the calculation, Morris
said she couldn’t think of a reason.
“It’s one of the contracts he has with
the county, so it should be included,”
Morris said.
Morris said ad hoc committee
members also don’t agree on
this point. “We will be hiring an
independent, objective, professional
auditor to make that determination,”
she said. “That is part of what the
rate-setting study will do.”
Ward said he had to take
unorthodox financial steps to make
his payroll during the week of
December 25 through 31, raiding
company savings socked away to
pay the franchise fees due to the
county to pay salaries. Then, he
cashed in his own life insurance
policy, to pay back what he had
borrowed from the franchise fee
account.
Willits Weekly’s phone call on
Friday last week to Ward found him
in his truck, picking up garbage. He
was filling in for a driver who had
recently quit.
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and Dan Gjerde) and Public Health, Safety and Resources (Dan Hamburg, chairman, and John McCowen).
During 2016, the General Government Committee met
frequently, but the other three committees rarely met.
Supervisors also named McCowen as the board’s representative on the North Coast Railroad Authority Board
of Directors, and First District Supervisor Carre Brown,
Potter Valley rancher Janet Pauli, and chairman of the
board of directors of the Russian River Flood Control District Paul Zellman to the Public Policy Facilitating Committee, which works with the Army Corps of Engineers,
the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the Sonoma
County Water Agency on issues associated with the Russian River.
On a consent calendar item, Willits City Councilman
Ron Orenstein was appointed as Third District representative to the Civil Service Commission, and Margie Handley
and Maureen O’Sullivan were reappointed to represent the
Third District on the Behavioral Health Advisory Board.
As incoming chair of the board, McCowen distributed
committee assignments among the four supervisors, and
named the future Third District supervisor – who has yet
to be appointed by Gov. Jerry Brown – to several committees and boards. The Third District supervisor also will
serve on the Broadband Alliance of Mendocino County,
the Economic Development and Finance Corporation, the
Mendocino Council of Governments, and the Mendocino
County Resource Advisory Committee.
He or she will be an alternate on the Mendocino Solid
Waste Management Authority Board of Directors, the Behavioral Health and Recovery Services Advisory Board,
and the North Coast Resource Conservation and Development Area Council.
The rest of
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I’m a good fit on the board,” Stipe, who worked for the
fire district for 20 years, before retiring in 2015. The fire
department “is just such an important part of who I am,”
she said, “it will nice to be able to still be involved in some
way, and I wanted to do something on a volunteer basis
for the community.”
“Nancy was an excellent resource for our department,”
said Little Lake Fire Chief Carl Magann, “managing our
health and benefit programs, dealing with payroll, keeping
track of income and payment of bills, updating our records
and files, and administrating to the needs of the paid staff
and volunteers.” As secretary to the fire board, Magann
said, “Nancy provided the required monthly financial
statements to the board, administered oaths of office to
incoming board members, kept minutes, posted agendas,
and kept our department on track for many mandated
items that pop up each calendar year.
“We look forward to once again working with Nancy
Stipe,” Magann said, “as she steps into a new path in her
career. Welcome aboard Nancy!”
The Little Lake Fire board also reelected Tony Madrigal
as chair of the board Tuesday night. Other members of
the five-person board are Patrick Charlson, Tom Herman
and Arnie Mello.
The rest of
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District residents who have publicly announced they will
seek the position of supervisor. The other applicants are
former Willits City Councilwoman and Mayor Holly Madrigal, local school teacher and union representative John
Haschak, and Willits Unified school board member and
large animal veterinarian Georgeanne Croskey.
Pinches, a north county rancher, served on the board
for 12 years, from 1995 through 1998, and from 2007
through 2014. He did not seek re-election in 2014.
Pinches said there are three reasons why he is applying for the position. First, Pinches said, a lot of people
have called him up and asked him to do it. Second, the
heart condition that plagued him in recent years has improved. “The medications they have been giving me have
me lined out. I feel pretty good, and I’ve got my strength
back,” Pinches said.
The third reason is to improve representation in the
Third District. “The reason I got involved in politics 20
years ago was because I thought we could get better
representation in the Third District,” Pinches said. “Now,
you know, we don’t have any representation. That’s not
acceptable to me.”
Pinches acknowledged his chances of being appointed
are slim because he is not a Democrat. “I’m registered
‘No Political Preference,’” Pinches said. “For Brown to appoint me, I figure I got about as much chance of winning
the lottery.”
Drell has been a Mendocino County resident since
1975, and has lived in Rock Tree Canyon, northeast of
Willits, since 1977. In 1990, she and her husband, David
Drell, were founding members of the Willits Environmental
Center. In 1994, Drell ran against Pinches for supervisor.
In the November runoff, Pinches soundly defeated Drell
62.8 percent (3,746 votes) to 37.2 percent (2,217 votes).
Since 1994, Drell has worked locally on transportation,
sustainability and land use issues. In recent months, she
has become interested in marijuana issues, and opposed
Measure AF, the “Heritage Initiative,” which voters rejected in November 2016 by a wide margin.
“I have been involved for the past four to six months
with the development of the county’s cannabis cultivation
ordinance,” Drell said. “I am very committed to seeing
the county adopt an ordinance that makes it possible for
small, responsible local growers to make a living, while
protecting the environment.”
Any such ordinance “must respect the desires of the
majority of county residents, as expressed in the resounding defeat of Measure AF, which would have allowed cannabis cultivation in every zoning district in the county,”
Drell said. “I think this issue will be a major focus of the
supervisors for the next several months, and I am committed to seeing this through.
“I am not aware that any of the other applicants share
this view,” she added. “That is why I have thrown my hat
into the ring.”
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and-tell event at council chambers last
week, as four members of the public
brought various items for the council to
consider while organizing ordinances to
regulate medical cannabis.
Perhaps the most dramatic display
was conducted by a woman who runs a
business called “Canna Spirit,” who began her talk by handing out gift-wrapped
1 milliliter essential oil tinctures to the
council.
“Each one milliliter bottle represents
an entire pound of fresh material,” said
the woman, who refrained from identifying herself.
“Why would I just pass out seven
pounds of herb to the council?” she
asked. “The same reason I actually took
it to the hospital. The same reason the
nurses and the doctors call me every
day. I’m a cannabis consultant. I’m a
certified herbalist and a certified aroma
therapist.”
Claiming to have treated several
hundred people in Mendocino County,
the Canna Spirit woman described the
health benefits of her product.
“Did you know that what you’re holding in your hands actually kills penicillinresistant MRSA [Methicillin-resistant
staphylococcus aureus]? Don’t you want
that in your hospital? It’s THC-free. It’s
the same caliber as hemp. Whole Foods
is going to be carrying this product.”
The woman echoed a growing number
of pro-cannabis supporters by arguing
against any attempt by the city to limit
cannabis to indoor production.
“I’m not going to do very well in an indoor grow, because I can’t grow enough
indoors,” she argued. “I need acres. I’m
a farmer, a real farmer growing real medicine, and I want to have a permit like a
real farmer would have.”
Former Willits city planner Alan Falleri
showed off a bottle of CBD, or cannabidiol, medicine he said he gives his dog.
“This is a professionally produced
product, and these kinds of things can
be produced locally and sold in dispensaries,” Falleri said. “It’s a little dropper,
and you put it in your dog food. My dog is
an old dog. [Since giving him this medicine], he’s perked up a little bit.”
Falleri urged the council to consider
the economic possibilities of Willits embracing commercial medicinal cannabis.
“We could brand cannabis products
here that are non-GMO and organic,”
Falleri said. “It’s like how Napa Valley
can charge a lot for wine because their
products are good. We can do the same
thing here for Willits.”
When it comes to taxes, Falleri called
for practical restraint.
“You shouldn’t treat it any differently
than a farmer making a product. As far
as taxing cultivators and charging outrageous fees because it’s a possibility, just
treat them like farmers raising a product,
and permit fees and taxes should be
charged accordingly.”
He ended by telling the council that
“indoor is an expensive way to go. I recommend you look at greenhouses as an
option.”
Physician assistant Joi Sandhu and
registered nurse Janice Cinek shared
their vision to open a unique cannabis
dispensary in Willits with the council.
“In addition to offering [cannabis] that
would all be organic, tested and labelled,
we would offer medical consultations
and follow-ups with close guidance,”
Cinek said. “This is something that is
very much lacking in the marijuana service industry.
“I feel very strongly that nurses need
to be in the dispensaries,” she added.
“We have a tremendous amount of training and background. I’d rather be at the
bedside right now than being here, but
this is something I’m very, very passionate about, and we as registered nurses,
we’re right there at the bedside 24/7 with
the patients who are suffering and could
benefit greatly from medical cannabis.”
When asked by the council about a
business plan, Cinek said they are waiting on the council’s blessing to allow dispensaries within the city before moving
forward with a plan.
“If you support our idea, we’ll proceed,”
Cinek said. “And if you don’t, it’s a lot of
work to do if it’s not going to happen.”
Bill Barksdale passed around a childproof sealed bag he purchased while
touring Oregon dispensaries.
“No cannabis product can leave
any Oregon dispensary unless it’s in a
sealed child-proof container,” Barksdale
said, arguing that if Willits allows dispensaries, similar regulations should be put
in place.
“If dispensaries are allowed in Willits,
there should be a potency grading system for the THC,” Barksdale said. Containers should be “clearly labeled with
that potency information.”

“Super strong marijuana can be found
in even more potent concentrates,”
Barksdale added. “Gummy bears, pastries and beverages like coffee. These
products are attractive to children, and
that concerns me.”
He closed by saying that although
Oregon ordinarily does not implement
a sales tax for most items, the state
“charges 25 percent sales tax on the
sale of recreational cannabis.”
Jeanne King, representing the only
anti-cannabis public voice during the
meeting, urged the council to consider
people like her who have nothing to do
with the product.
“There are people that live in this town
who don’t grow dope, who don’t smoke
it, who don’t transport it,” King said.
“They work regular jobs. They raise their
children here. You need to take them into
deep consideration when making your
decisions regarding marijuana in this
town. You will find if you don’t, people
like myself will move away.”

What about the working group?
An apparent misunderstanding played
out at the beginning of the cannabis discussion, as a nine-page document Councilman Ron Orenstein had prepared for
evaluation and submitted to city staff for
distribution to his fellow councilmembers
was not included in the agenda packet.
In September 2016, a cannabis working group was formed in lieu of an ad
hoc committee after then-Mayor Bruce
Burton declined to appoint a committee.
Strong, representing the direction of all
the other councilmembers, moved to
form a cannabis working group, with former Councilwoman Holly Madrigal and
Councilman Ron Orenstein appointed
as members.
“The group met several times and held
a couple public meetings and met with
staff on three or four occasions,” said
City Manager Adrienne Moore, updating
the new council on the matter.
Orenstein prepared his document
based on input from those meetings and
from his own research. Voicing his frustration, Orenstein summarized some of
what he had researched.
“If we mandate that indoor growing
is the only growing that will be permitted, then we will be subject to a carbon
tax or whatever,” Orenstein said. “That
money that would come from taxing indoor growing would be used to build a
huge solar array the city has been talking about for years anyway, and it would
be put somewhere near the sewer plant,
which would supply electricity to the
sewer plant. It could also be used to offset the electricity that indoor grows are
using. It’s a win-win situation.”
Councilman Larry Stranske said he
would have liked to have seen Orenstein’s document, but that he never received a copy, and so could not reply to
any of Orenstein’s findings.
“You don’t know what I’m talking about
because you haven’t seen it,” Orenstein
said. “I was hoping that it would be distributed to all of you, and you’d have
enough time to read it and understand
it; it would be a starting point. But that
didn’t happen, so there you go.”
Based on Moore’s response, it appeared the misunderstanding was at
least partly due to the fact that Orenstein
had labeled the document a “proposed
ordinance,” which, as such, went above
and beyond his responsibilities.
“I appreciate that you spent time working on this, but you have a professional
staff, the council has a professional staff,
that has experience in different areas to
put these documents together based on
the direction of the council,” Moore said.
City Attorney Jim Lance explained
further the reasons for not distributing
Orenstein’s document, including the new
makeup of the city council.
“We lost Holly [Madrigal], who previously served on this working group,”
Lance said. “It was logical that we bring
this issue back, once this council is seated and once the mayor makes his new
ad hoc committee appointments, and
follow the directions of the new council.”
After further back-and-forth between
Orenstein and Lance, the conflict was
at least partially resolved as Gonzalez
agreed Orenstein’s document should be
reviewed by the newly appointed ad hoc
committee and others.
“I think it would be helpful if [Moore]
did distribute it to everybody, so we
could see what [Orenstein] prepared,”
Gonzalez said. “My thoughts are that
we need to have an actual ad hoc committee and not a working group to give
direction to staff to start looking at formulating an ordinance, with the idea that all
council members weigh in at what we’re
looking at.”
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community, and she supported various
organizations. As a life-long learner, she was
an avid reader, a weekly bridge player, and
she delighted in discovering new crafts. She
continued to educate herself by taking courses
and exploring learning opportunities throughout
her life and retirement years. Most of all, she
enjoyed discovering the world through travel,
and she appreciated the diversity of the world
around her. Her kitchen was always alive with
good food and friends. She was a marvelous
cook and loved sharing recipes. To quote from
one of her honors, “Her enthusiasm for life and
vision has enriched all of us.” She was truly
wonderful.
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Erma Conant

On Christmas morning, December 25th, Erma
Clara Conant passed away peacefully in Ukiah,
California. March 2016, she celebrated her
100th birthday. Erma was born March 8, 1916
in Fort Morgan, Colorado to her parents Henry
and Catherine Beideck. She graduated from the
University of Denver with a degree in business.
She later obtained teaching credentials in
business education, English and library science.
In 1938, she married her childhood sweetheart,
Clarence Chester Conant, Jr. The couple lived in
Englewood, Colorado until settling in Monterey
County where she began her teaching career.
A son, Charles Christopher Conant, was born in
1946. Chester and Erma moved to Mendocino
County in 1950, and she later accepted a
teaching position for Willits Unified School
District.
A beloved and respected educator, Erma’s
journey began in 1959 at Willits High School
and continued until her retirement in 1987 at

71 years young. Through collaboration with
administration, she was a driving force in
securing a grant from the State of California to
build an innovative Willits High School media
center and library. With her vision, commitment
and tireless energy, this facility would nurture
literacy and research supports for students and
faculty for years to come.
Throughout her life in Willits, Erma valued

Katherine
Lee
Weaver

Sandra
‘Candy’
Lacy

Sandra “Candy” Lacy of Willits
passed away December 31, 2016 at
the age of 54. Born April 2, 1962 to
Emmett & Lavonn “Dalton” Vann in
Marysville, California, she married
Duane Lacy on February 15, 1979.
Candy enjoyed cooking and
baking, and particularly loved
and enjoyed spending time with her
grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, Emmett & Lavonn Vann; and twin
sons, Jonathan and Michael Lacy.
She is survived by her husband, Duane
Lacy; her children, sons: Robert, Joseph,
David and Mark Lacy, and daughters:
Jennifer, Elizabeth and Katy Lacy and Ellen

Preissler; and grandchildren: Clarah, Anna,
Seth and Zoey Lacy.
For those wishing to, donations to the
family would be greatly appreciated at the
memorial service.
Memorial services are January 21, 2017,
at 1 pm at Amazing Grace Assembly of
God, 803 Coast Street, Willits.
Arrangements under the care and
direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.
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Shirley Caine

Shirley Bernice Caine, 63, a longtime resident
of Willits, California, was called home to God on
Thursday, December 29, 2016.
Shirley was born to parents Andrew and Lucile
Waletzke in Austin, Minnesota. After graduating,
she came to California and eventually settled
down in Willits. She worked for many years as
a legal secretary II at the Willits branch of the
Mendocino County District Attorney’s Office. Her
greatest pride in life was her devotion as a loving
mother and wife, which gave testament to her
character and positive outlook on life. Before her
courageous fight with Guillain-Barré syndrome,

On January 5, 2017, after her
72 years here, the Lord called
Kathi (Katherine Lee Davidson)
Weaver from Rancho Murietta,
California, to be with him in
heaven. Kathi is survived
by her husband of 51 years,
Wayne, her son Kenneth (with
Jessie and grandkids Dakota,
Natalia, and Isabel), and her five
brothers Robert, Rick, Tom, Tim
and Philip.
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Regie of
Siam

Due to an outbreak of parvo, the dog kennel areas
at the Ukiah shelter have been closed to the public,
but they have reopened as of January 18. People
looking to add a dog to their family are welcome! The
Ukiah Animal Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road in
Ukiah, and adoption hours
are Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday
from 10 am to 4:30 pm
and Wednesday from 10
am to 6:30 pm.

Smart Zoe
Zoe is a young, energetic
hound/shepherd mix who
needs some room to
run!
This lovable, goofy
girl is just barely
a year old and is
looking for a family to call
her own. Zoe will need some
basic behavioral training, but
she is smart, loyal and eager
to please.

she was an active member of the local Order of
the Eastern Star and enjoyed activities such as
reading, baking, antiquing and gaming.
Shirley was preceded in death by her parents
and her brothers David, Andrew, and Allen, as
well as sister Judith. She is survived by her sisters
Janice and Carol, her children Joshua (Maria)
Caine and Rebecca (Gregory) Lucas, and her
grandchildren Lillian and Gabriel.
Memorial services are being held at the
Redwood Meadows Clubhouse, 1475 Baechtel
Road in Willits, on Saturday, February 11 at 1 pm.
The family requests that donations be made in her
name to the GBS/CIDP Foundation International
(www.gbs-cidp.org) in lieu of flowers. She touched
the hearts of all who knew her and will forever be
in our thoughts and prayers.

If you’d like to learn more
about Zoe, give us a call at
707-485-0123, check www.
mendohumanesociety.com,
or visit the shelter at 9700
Uva Drive in Redwood
Valley. Open hours: 1 to 5
pm, Wednesday through
Friday; and 11 am to 3 pm,
Saturday and Sunday.

Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties

Eckankar: The
Adventure of a Lifetime

n•Community HU Songs
n•Membership Discourses
n•Spiritual Discussions
n•Worship Services
More information?
Call 707-456-9934

Ca. Lic # 927007
W.C. & G.L. insured

Affordable Tutoring

Algebra, Geometry

For all the Siamese lovers
out there, meet Regie. She
is a real cuddle bug and
loves attention. Regie is a
7-year-old female, which
means she gets a senior
discount on her adoption.
Regie will make a wonderful companion cat who will
be content to sit on your lap and soak up all the pets
she can. Regie is a low-energy feline who would do
best in a home with adults and older children.

A celebration of Kathi’s life will
be held at Agape Bible Church,
290 South Lenore Avenue,
in Willits, on Saturday,
January 21 at 1 pm.

CLASSIFIEDS
English, Math, Test Prep,
Homework Support, Study
Skills. Maddie Armstrong
… 707 841-3106. Call to
arrange free consultation
and grade availability.

Erma is preceded in death by her husband,
Clarence; her son, Charles (Chris) and her
sister, Lucy. She is survived by her nephew,
Donald Conant; great-niece, Alana Conant;
niece, Tina Kunzweiler; and great-nephew,
Matthew Kunzweiler. She is also survived by her
dear friends, Gary, Diana, Jennifer Mann and
Molly and Katelyn Snider. At Erma’s request,
there will be no services. If desired, contributions
can be made in her name to an organization that
supports literacy or the arts.
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Furry
Friends

Ashes

Tutoring, Test Prep
Mac Smith 459-MATH

From Page 1

care upkeep and training, and by the Mendocino County
Fire Chiefs Association and the Brooktrails Firefighters
Association. A pet food company provides her food.
Ukiah Fire Chief John Bartlett and Redwood ValleyCalpella Fire Chief Don Dale attended Tuesday’s meeting
to voice support for Ashes.
Born in June 2008, Ashes graduated from the Canine
Academy Training Center in Leander, Texas, after
spending three months in the academy honing her skills as
an accelerant detection dog. Then Schoeppner joined her
for a two-week training program that concluded with both
handler and dog certified as an accelerant detection team.
Ashes is trained to detect many ignitable liquids:
gasoline, kerosene, lighter fluids, diesel fuel, among many
others.
Arson dogs are considered the “gold standard” of arson
detection. There are only eight in California, Schoeppner
says, and “most of those are in Southern California.” The
nearest Northern California arson dog is in Sunnyvale.
An arson dog’s keen nose can locate accelerant scent
as low as parts per billion. The dogs can quickly investigate
a fire scene, quickly honing in on a suspicious area. Arson
investigators can use photo-ionizing detectors, but the
instruments are slower and cannot always distinguish
between accelerants and other materials normally present
at fires.
The dogs can quickly canvas a fire scene and eliminate
arson as a cause early in the investigation. However,
should a suspect be located at or near the fire scene, an
arson dog can locate the smallest drop of accelerant on
the person, even if the suspect has washed their hand
multiple times.
Ashes and Schoeppner are the only authorized arson
investigation dog team in the Mendocino, Lake and
Sonoma counties area. The team “has provided critical
evidence and testimony in a number of [arson] cases
throughout the county,” wrote Brooktrails General Manager
Denise Rose in her report for the meeting agenda. Ashes
“was instrumental in the conviction of a resident in the
arson fire that involved the severe injury of an occupant of
a residence,” and “in determining that several fires in Lake

LCSW

Residential
& Commercial

Are you struggling
with stress, anxiety,
depression, trauma
and/or addiction?

Ready for HELP!

354-9911

Now accepting MediCal Partnership

Willits United Methodist

855.240.6606
675 South Main Street
Willits, CA 95490
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com
*nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com
*investment email

EA # 105934 • CA DRE # 01854336 • Insurance LIC # 0H68496
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered through
Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS Insurance Agency),
member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

Online: www.basroofing.com Email: basroofing@live.com

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475

april@willitsweekly.com

Willits Weekly

The locals’ community newspaper

THRIFT
STORE

Furniture, collector dolls,
paintings, prints and books.
The Thrift Store has anything
from china to silverware and
formal dresses.

Best of all reasonable prices.

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
We do pick up donations if you are unable to bring them in.
Please call 707-459-2176 to make arrangements.

Call for more information

459-6826 • 1501 Baechtel Road

“Taking the Next Step
Spiritually”
You are invited to an
Eckankar Worship Service
on Sunday, January 22, 2017, 11 a.m.
Willits Center for the Arts
71 East Commercial Street
Willits, CA 95490
Free, non-denominational service.

Everyone welcome.
A Community Service by Eckankar:
Ancient Wisdom for Today

Questions? Call April, 707-972-2475
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Ashes
was
ready for
a ride
in the
REACH
helicopter
at a past
Airport
Day event
at Ells
Field.

Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business. PC
and Macintosh. Repairs
and configuration $50/
hr. Tutoring $30/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.com.

Community HU Song

In our fast-paced world,
are you looking to find
more inner peace? Join us
for a Community HU Song:
New Day! Wednesday,
January 25, at 6 pm at
the Willits Center for the
Arts, 71 East Commercial
Street. HU (pronounced
hue) is a simple, uplifting
prayer or mantra that can
help you experience divine
love and an inner calm.
All faiths are welcome.
Sponsored by Eckankar:
Ancient Wisdom for Today.
Information?
Please
call 972-2475 or visit
miraclesinyourlife.org.

Computer Help

Photo by
Maureen
Moore

Willits Weekly was adjudicated on November 18, 2016 and
is now able to run legal ads. Contact 459-2633 or email
willitsweekly@gmail.com for more information.

Counseling #20498

A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 11:15 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com

Stock your freezer for
winter,
beef
halves
available! $4/pound cut,
wrapped and frozen. 350400 lbs. John Ford Ranch.
Natural ranch-raised grass
fed beef, no hormones or
antibiotics. Call now 4595193.

LEGAL NOTICES

Divora Stern

Beef Halves

County and Mendocino County were the work of a serial
arsonist.”
Ashes and Schoeppner also “have been able to clear
school buildings where bomb threats have been made,
or a suspicion of possession of firearms by a student,
including [at] Willits High School and Sherwood School,”
Rose added.
The department’s arson program, “as it currently exists,
is one of the primary specialized mutual aid resources
[Brooktrails] provides to Mendocino County’s public safety
net,” Rose noted in her report.
In addition to her arson duties, Ashes is also certified for
search-and-rescue operations.
Both members of the team must be re-certified each year
by the National Fire Protection Association, Schoeppner
noted. “It’s a pass-or-fail test,” he explained. “An arson dog
who’s only right 80 percent of the time is useless. A dog
is required to pass the test 100 percent to be re-certified.”
Ashes easily earned her re-certification, he added.
Although the chief and the arson dog share the same
house, Schoeppner is quick to point out: “Ashes is the rock
star. I’m the ‘roadie,’ and I’m OK with that.”

WW101
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MENDOCINO
Filed January 9, 2017
CASE NUMBER SCUKCVPT 1768591
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
Petitioner Kapila Benz filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
Kapila Benz to Kapila Ambrosios Pendragon
Phoenix
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in
this matter shall appear before this court at the hearing
indicated below to show case, if any, why the petition
for change of name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described above must file a
written objection that includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant the petitioner without a
hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: February 17 2017, Time: 9:30 am, Dept. E, Superior
Court of California, County of Mendocino, 100 North State
Street, Ukiah CA 95482
Date: 02/17/2017
s/Kapila Benz
Pub dates 01/12, 01/19, 01/26, 02/02/2017

For Rent

Professional office suites
for
rent.
$400-$600
downtown Willits on Main
Street. 707-799-3380.

For Rent

Professional Office Space
for rent; various sized
offices. $1.00 per foot.
Madrone
Professional
Group. Call Margie at 4596874 or Megan at 9728776.

For Sale

1989 Toyota Camry wagon
for sale. Looks and runs
good. V6 automatic.
$1,800. 707-272-9457.

For Sale

Cedar split rail fence
pickets. Build another
century’s
worth
of
Mendocino
tradition,
heritage
workmanship,
and rustic homestead
charm for your home’s
curb appeal. $4 each, or
best offer. 707-841-1698,

Help Wanted

Seeking
full-time
kitchen
manager/cook.
Experienced, organized,
creative. Able to menu
plan, order and monitor
supplies, lift 40 lbs., have
current Food Safety card
& pass a drug test. Send
Resume/References
to
1501 Baechtel Road,
Willits
95490;
Fax
to
707-459-1772
or
E-mail to wsidirector@
willitsseniorcenter.com.

Help Wanted

Seeking
Massage
Therapists or Estheticians
for a spa in Willits, room
rental or commission, part
time or full time. 707-7993380.

Help Wanted

PT Driver / Warehouse
Facility Associate
Willits
Community
Services and Food Bank
is seeking
part-time
Driver/Warehouse Facility
Associate. Good driving
record and people skills.
Include resume or work
history, references and
recent DMV printout.
For more info contact
WCSFB 707-459-3333 or
willitscs@gmail.com

Help Wanted

Adventist
Health
Homecare & Hospice
Services – Mendocino
County. Part Time or Per
Diem Speech Therapist
needed. Call H/R Trudy
#456-3230.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV’s and
Trailers $390 per month,
includes water & garbage.
Close to Safeway in Willits.
Call Rhonda (707) 3676178. See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Zibergirl.com
707-367-6182, Willits.

Vacationing?

Pet and house sitting
available. Dogs, cats,
horses, you name it;
in home or my home.
Veterinary
technician
experience.
Excellent
references. Call 707-3679319.

Volunteers Wanted

Frank Howard Memorial
Hospital is looking for
positive members of the
community to volunteer
in various departments of
the hospital. Hours: flexible
and can include weekends.
More info? Call 456-3245.

Volunteer
Opportunities

The Willits Senior Center
has many areas where
your expertise and talents
are needed. Front Desk,
Thrift
Store,
Dining
Room, Sunday Bingo,
Sunday Breakfast, Special
Dinners,
Landscaping,
Garden, Firewood. Come
join our team, call Deb at
707-459-6826.

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers needed at KLLG
Radio:
Administrative,
engineering,
traffic/
scheduling, grant writing,
DJ’s, etc. All volunteers
are welcome!
Email
michelle@kllg.org for more
information.

Winter is Coming!

John Ford Rancher’s
Choice Box: 50 pounds of
steaks, roasts and ground
beef. $300 ($6/pound),
amazing deal! Natural
ranch-raised grass fed
beef, no hormones or
antibiotics. Call now 4595193.

We Buy Houses &
Land!

Any Area, Price, Condition.
Behind on Payments? Call
or Text (707) 841-0120.

Send us your ad!
willitsweekly@gmail.com

In solidarity with the big
March on Washington
for Democracy, Equality and Justice

Come to the Women’s March in Ukiah!

Saturday, January 21
from Noon to 2 p.m.

(Men, families and kids all welcome!)

Starting from Alex Thomas Plaza
310 South State Street in Ukiah
The group will hear talks, poems, songs
and inspirational music.
They will march to the Courthouse.
Bring instruments, signs and walking shoes.

CAR WASH
& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE

Willits, Ca
yokumsbodyshop.com

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Road

From Page 1

Coomer and Stewart bought the property with the Williams Ranch
Road easement through it about four years ago, knowing they were
dealing with a piece of land that was damaged by antiquated logging
practices and road building performed without realizing the need
for adequate drainage in places. The couple has been educating
themselves about BMP, “better management practices,” and working
on different parts of their land to remediate problem areas.
“It’s time to make sure that you’re doing your best practices, and
this is the best we get at this time to save this creek,” Robin Coomer
stated. Wanting to make sure their ideas were aligned with the best
they could do, the couple hired hydrologist Anna Burkis to look at
what was being done, and received congratulations on their work
thus far.

At top, from far left: Stewart
digging the trench with his
Kubota. Volunteers making
a catchment for sediment to
prevent it from entering the
creek. Toni Amelung, neighbor,
volunteers her time cutting and
limbing trees.

Neighbors from different parts of the subdivision came to help:
some with light and heavy equipment; some with hand tools, T-posts,
and people power. Rosamond Crowder, neighbor and volunteer,
explained that bales of straw placed up from the creek were installed
to slow down and stop the runoff of sediment into the creek that hosts
salmon during spawning season.

Above: A view of Baechtel
Creek showing a slick pocket of
light-colored clay, an uprooted
tree, Janae Stephens walking
to help the straw crew, and
Stewart digging the trench for
the culvert.

Volunteers also used the T-posted bales to hold back earth in some
places, and spread the straw on the raw earth to keep the next rains
from washing the soil into the stream. Huge lengths of plastic covered
earth piles to stabilize them, and culverts were being replaced to help
drain the waterlogged soil to, hopefully, prevent further sliding.

At left, top: Logs block off
access to the slump. Bales of
hay secure the earth pile, while
plastic tarps cover the earth so
water runs off in the next rain.
At left: The very top of the
slump showing the light-colored
slippery clay that helped cause
the slumping.

With the threat of the storm coming on Wednesday, January 17,
the crew of three – with help from the neighbors – have been working
nonstop for eight days, 11 hours per day. They finished the culvert
just as the first drops of rain were making patter sounds on the black
plastic. As of Wednesday noon, word is is that the slide is holding
thus far.

Photos by Ree Slocum

The road at the north end of Williams Ranch will be closed for an
undetermined time.

Mendocino College

N O R T H C O U N T Y C E N T E R SPRING 2017 CLASSES
Spring Session Be gins Januar y 23r d - ENROLL NOW at www.mendocino.edu !!
ASL-201 ELEM AMERICAN SIGN LANG: LEVEL II 0022
ART-210A DRAWING
0038

M
TTh
& TTh

5:30PM- 8:20PM MCMU 3
3.0
12:30PM- 1:05PM Rm ART
3.0
1:15PM- 3:20PM
Materials Fee $28.00
ART-222A PAINTING-WATERCOLORS I
2220 MW
2:00PM- 2:35PM MCMU 1
3.0
& MW
2:45PM- 4:50PM
Materials Fee $44.00
ART-222B PAINTING-WATERCOLORS II
2221 MW
2:00PM- 2:35PM MCMU 1
3.0
& MW
2:45PM- 4:50PM
BIO-200 CONCEPTS OF BIOLOGY
0015 Th
5:30PM- 8:20PM MCMU 3
3.0
BUS-136 INTRODUCTION TO MANAGEMENT
1360 W
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8030
3.0
BUS-201 MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING
2010 F
8:30AM-12:20PM Rm 8020
4.0
BOT-50 MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY
5005 MWF
9:00AM- 9:50AM WHS 4
3.0
BOT-101.3 INTERMED TYPING/KEYBOARDING 4861 MW
5:00PM- 5:05PM Rm 8010
1.0
& MW
5:15PM- 5:50PM
BOT-120 MICROSOFT WORD, BEGINNING
0000 MW
5:00PM- 5:20PM Rm 8010
1.5
& MW
5:30PM- 6:20PM
BOT-121 MICROSOFT WORD ADVANCED
0010 MW
7:00PM- 7:20PM Rm 8010
1.5
& MW
7:30PM- 8:20PM
CDV-100 PRINCIPLES IN PRESCHOOL PROG.
0100 F
9:00AM-11:50AM Rm 8030
3.0
CDV-134 ADVAN ADMIN OF PRESCHOOLS
0134 M
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8030
3.0
CCS-100 CAREER PLANNING SUCCESS
1000 MWTh
9:15AM-10:05AM Rm 2
3.0
CSC-20 BEGINNING COMPUTER SKILLS
2000 MW
5:30PM- 6:20PM Rm 8010
1.5
Short Term (02/06-05/01)
& MW
6:30PM- 6:55PM
CSC-201 COMPUTERS AND COMPUTER APPLS 0130 MWThF
11:20AM-11:45AM WHS 33
3.0
& MWThF 11:55AM-12:10PM
0131 MWThF
1:00PM- 1:25PM WHS 33
3.0
& MWThF 1:35PM- 1:50PM
0132 MWThF
2:05PM- 2:30PM WHS 33
3.0
& MWThF 2:40PM- 2:55PM
2101 Th
5:30PM- 7:50PM Rm 8010
3.0
& Th
8:00PM- 9:20PM
CSC-500 COMPUTER LABORATORY
5000 MW
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8010
0.0
Section 5000 is intended to support concurrent enrollment in online Business Office Technology classes.
CED-50 INTRODUCTION TO WORK EXPERIENCE
CED-195 GENERAL WORK EXPERIENCE EDUC
ENG-10 BASIC READING AND WRITING
ENG-60 READING AND WRITING LABORATORY
ENG-85 ACCEL PREP FOR COLLEGE WRITING
ENG-160 TXFR-LVL READING & WRITING LAB
ENG-200 READING AND COMPOSITION

0050 TBA
Rm 8002
1.0-3.0
2120 TBA
Rm 8002
1.0-6.0
1010 TTh
9:00AM-11:20AM Rm 8020
5.0
0016 TTh
4:00PM- 5:20PM Rm 8000
0.5-1.0
0084 TTh
5:30PM- 7:20PM Rm 8030
4.0
6001 TTh
4:00PM- 5:20PM Rm 8000
0.5-1.0
0030 T
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8010
3.0
0031 M
9:00AM-11:50AM Rm 8030
3.0
ENG-560 BASIC READING & WRITING LAB
6002 TTh
4:00PM- 5:20PM Rm 8000
0.0
ESL-503C ESL: ORAL COMM SKILLS C
5030 W
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8020
0.0
FSC-196 FSC-OCCUP WORK EXP EDUC
6910 TBA
Rm 8002
1.0-8.0
This section is designed for CalFire volunteer training. All students MUST contact the CWEE office in Ukiah for
course instructions: 468-3047.

GEL-201 GEOLOGY
0024 T
9:00AM-11:50AM MCMU 3
3.0
GEL-202 GEOLOGY LABORATORY
0025 T
1:00PM- 3:50PM MCMU 3
1.0
HLH-213 LIFEGUARD TRAINING
0213 W
6:00PM- 8:50PM MCMU 3
3.0
Short Term (03/08-05/24)
&S
9:00AM- 4:50PM
TBA
0213 Class meets 6 Saturdays, from 9 am - 4:50 pm on April 1, 22, 29, May 6, 13, 20.
Materials Fee $73.00
HST-202 THE UNITED STATES TO 1877
HUS-154 FUND OF INTERVIEW & COUNSEL**
HUS-156 CASE MGMT & DOCUMENTATION**
HUS-160 LAW, ETHICS AND HUMAN SERVICES**
HUS-172 WORKING IN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES**
HUS-501 WORKING IN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES**
MTH-40A MATHEMATICS LABORATORY A
MTH-40B MATHEMATICS LABORATORY B
MTH-46 PRE-COLLEGE MATHEMATICS
MTH-60 BEG ALGEBRA FOR STEM & BUSINESS
MTH-220 STATISTICS
MTH-540 BASIC MATHEMATICS LABORATORY
MUS-230A BEGINNING VOICE

0017
1540
1560
1600
0172
5010
0040
0041
0046
0061
2200
0042
0033

T
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8020
3.0
M
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8002
3.0
W
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8002
3.0
Th
5:30PM- 7:20PM Rm 8002
2.0
F
9:00AM-11:50AM Rm 8002
3.0
F
9:00AM-11:50AM Rm 8002
0.0
TTh
4:00PM- 5:20PM Rm 8000
0.5-1.0
TTh
4:00PM- 5:20PM Rm 8000
0.5-1.0
TTh
1:30PM- 3:50PM Rm 8020
5.0
TTh
1:30PM- 3:50PM Rm 8010
5.0
MW
5:30PM- 7:20PM MCMU 1
4.0
TTh
4:00PM- 5:20PM Rm 8000
0.0
T
2:30PM- 2:50PM Rm 8030
1.0
&T
3:00PM- 4:20PM
MUS-230B INTERMEDIATE VOICE
0034 T
2:30PM- 2:50PM Rm 8030
1.0
&T
3:00PM- 4:30PM
MUS-230C SINGERS’ REPERTOIRE
0035 T
2:30PM- 2:50PM Rm 8030
1.0
&T
3:00PM- 4:20PM
POL-203 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS**
2030 MW
12:30PM- 1:50PM Rm 8002
3.0
PSY-215 PSYCHOLOGY OF PERS GROWTH
0215 Th
9:00AM-11:50AM Rm 8030
3.0
SOC-200 INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY
0012 T
5:30PM- 8:20PM Rm 8002
3.0
SPE-210 INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION
2100 W
9:00AM-11:50AM Rm 8030
3.0
SST-164 CONSTR DOCS I: BLUEPRNTS SCHEM 1640 T
10:50AM-11:40AM WHS WHSMC 3.0
& MWThF 11:20AM-12:10PM
1641 T
12:20PM- 1:10PM WHS WHSMC 3.0
& MWThF 1:00PM- 1:50PM
THE-130A HIP HOP DANCE: BEGINNING
1300 MWThF
9:05AM-10:05AM WHS WHSGYM 1.0
Short Term (01/23-03/24)
&T
8:55AM- 9:45AM
THE-130B HIP HOP DANCE: INTERMEDIATE
1301 MWThF
9:05AM-10:05AM WHS WHSGYM 1.0
Short Term (03/27-05/26)
&T
8:55AM- 9:45AM
THE-230A CONTEMP DANCE: BEGINNING
2300 TTh
5:30PM- 5:50PM Rm ROOM 1
2.0
& TTh
6:00PM- 7:20PM
THE-230B CONTEMP DANCE: ADVAN BEG
2301 TTh
5:30PM- 5:50PM Rm ROOM 1
2.0
& TTh
6:00PM- 7:20PM
THE-230C CONTEMP DANCE: INTERMEDIATE
2302 TTh
5:30PM- 5:50PM Rm ROOM 1
2.0
& TTh
6:00PM- 7:20PM
THE-230D CONTEMP DANCE:ADV INTERMED
2303 TTh
5:30PM- 5:50PM Rm ROOM 1
2.0
& TTh
6:00PM- 7:20PM
**This course is being taught in Ukiah and will be live-streamed to the Group Study Room - #8002 of the
North County Center/Willits. Students will be able to interact with the instructor and students in real time.
Enrollment is limited to 6.

Welcome Back Students and Faculty! Come join us for

PIZZA WITH THE DEAN!
Tuesday, January 31st 4 - 5:30 PM

Mendocino College North County Center - 372 Commercial St., Willits - 707.459.6224
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