
Supervisors 
ask for 

‘fix’ to AB5

The Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors added 
a last-minute addition 
to their state legislative 
lobbying platform at their 
January 9 meeting: a “fix” 
for Assembly Bill 5.

AB 5, which requires that 
1099 contractors in many 
industries in the state of 
California now be hired as 
“employees,” has caused 
confusion and controversy, 
and sparked several 
lawsuits.

Known to many as “the bill 
to help Uber workers,” AB5, 
authored by Rep. Lorena 
Gonzalez (D-San Diego) is 
set to have wide-reaching 
impacts throughout the 
state. Impacts to arts 
organizations like Audacity 
Youth Theatre in Pleasanton 
which cancelled its spring 
season of theater in the 
schools, and the Island City 
Opera in Alameda which 
is postponing its spring 
production due to AB5 have 
already been reported.

Independent truckers 
have been granted a stay 
in their lawsuit against 
AB5. Translators, who often 
have short-time, niche 
employment with various 
clients like the courts or 
social service agencies, 

 Haschak 
appointed

 BOS chair

At the first meeting of 
the board of supervisors 
for 2020, which took place 
on January 7, Third District 
Supervisor John Haschak 
was appointed chair and 
Fourth District Supervisor 
Dan Gjerde was appointed 
vice-chair. 

The board adopted a 
calendar of 25 meetings 
over the next year, generally 
on the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month. 
The board also agreed to 
hold two off-site meetings 
during the year, although 
the locations of the two non-
Ukiah meetings are still to 
be determined. 

The board voted 
unanimously to continue its 
practice of establishing its 
two standing committees 
but to convene meetings of 
those committees on an “as-
needed” basis. 

The board currently has 
two standing committees, 
the General Government 
Standing Committee and 
the Public Health, Safety 
and Resources Standing 
Committee. Both are Brown 
Act compliant bodies, mean-
ing they have to be noticed 
in advance, in compliance 
with the Brown Act. They 
also require county staff to 
be present at the meeting. 
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Help Save Willits Weekly
by becoming a

Street Subscriber

Fill out and send with payment:

City Council
funds 

groundwater 
improvement 

project

Last week the Willits 
City Council unanimously 
approved some initial 
funding for the Groundwater 
Improvement Project, 
enabling the city to move 
forward with plans to 
enhance their groundwater 
system and give it the 
capacity to support all city 
customers if some sort of 
emergency were to make 
the main water supply 
unavailable.

City Engineer and Project 
Manager Andrea Trincado 
Slater said the increased 
groundwater available 
would be beneficial in 
multiple ways.

“The goal of the project 
is to create a secondary 
source of water that can 
act independently of the 
surface water supply in case 
there’s an emergency,” she 
said. “And it can also be 
used conjunctively with the 
surface water to improve 
water quality and better 
manage the resources.”

Possible emergencies 
she mentioned which could 
impact the available surface 
water include drought, fire 
or earthquakes.

Forrest Glyer
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

County to 
research 
proposed 
Adventist 

partnership

On a unanimous vote, 
the board of supervisors on 
January 7 directed Acting 
County Counsel Christian 
Curtis to research an array of 
legal questions associated 
with a December 3 offer 
of a business partnership 
conveyed by Jason Wells, 
president of Adventist 
Health Howard Memorial 
and Adventist Health Ukiah 
Valley. 

Wells’ letter proposed 
that Adventist Health and 
the county work together to 
address the county’s lack 
of mental health facilities. 
Wells suggested that, if 
Adventist Health is granted 
a 30-year lease by the 
Mendocino Coast District 
Hospital, in Fort Bragg, then 
Adventist would turn part of 
the Coast Hospital into the 
equivalent of a psychiatric 
health facility, or a PHF.  In 
addition, Adventist would 
convert the currently empty 
six-bed intensive care unit 
at the Ukiah Valley Medical 
Center into the same type of 
facility. 

Together, the two facilities 
would provide 16 beds 
for use as an in-county 
lock-down mental health 
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At right, top: 2020 Soroptimist 
members, left to right: Marilyn 
Harden, Loraine Patton, Kitty 
Norris, Vicki Ham, and Jennifer 
Andrews. In front: Barbara 
O’Reardon, and Heidi Ahders. 
Not present: Fran Schatz, 
Susan Soss, Trisha McKeon 
and Jane McCabe. At right: the 
last four years of phone book 
covers for the Community 
Telephone Directory.

Soroptimist 
Support

For the past several 
years, Willits Weekly 
has partnered with the 
Soroptimist International 
of Willits to help distribute 
their annual Community 
Telephone Directory, and 
2020 is no different.

Will AB5 end Willits Weekly?
We hope not, and ask the community to chip in 

to save our local community newspaper 

With our readers’ help, your locally owned 
and independent newspaper hopes to survive 
new California law AB5, passed on the last 
day of the 2019 Legislative session, which 

threatens our financial 
viability. 

Willits Weekly has 
been publishing since 

May 2013, serving the Willits community with 
a successful model allowing us to cover local 
news and small town happenings in an era 
when local newspapers are shutting down, 
being “regionalized,” or enduring newsroom 
cuts all the way down into the bone.

Part of that model is that all of Willits 
Weekly’s contributors are freelancers – most 
billing under 10 hours a week, several less than 

that, and none even close to fulltime. None of 
our freelancers want to be “employees,” they 
work remotely on their own equipment, as 
21st technology allows us to have a digital 
newsroom without a physical office.

None lack health care benefits, and they 
are paid an hourly wage considerably above 
minimum wage. About half of Willits Weekly’s 
freelancers are on Medicare already; others 
have health insurance through a spouse, a 
“real job,” or have their own Obamacare. Their 
pay is properly reported to the IRS as 1099 
payments as required.

Complying with AB5 by putting 

Above: The Willits 
Weekly crew, front row, 
from left: reporter Zack 
Cinek, editor/publisher 
Jennifer Poole, Roxie 
the canine mascot, 
chief photographer and 
art director Maureen 
Moore, and reporter 
Forrest Glyer. Back row, 
from left: Real Estate 
ad salesperson April 
Tweddell, photographer 
and features writer  
Ree Slocum, police log 
editor and billing helper 
Danya Davis, reporter 
Joanne Moore, graphic 
artist Patsy Jordan, and 
photographer/features 
writer/Calendar editor 
Mathew Caine. Not 
pictured: Reporter Mike 
A’Dair, features copy 
editor Jackie Cobbs, 
and movie reviewer Dan 
Essman.

Photo by Steve Eberhard

Read the rest of
Help Over on Page 11
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What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from our readers

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events 
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents 
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of 
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to 
once every four weeks. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits, 
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must 
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although 
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No 
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a 
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

Volume 8, Number 338

COBURN’S
CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.

CA LIC #392108
Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• ICF Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490
707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

707-459-9116
 277 N. Lenore Ave. WILLITS, CA

24-HOUR RADIO DISPATCHED TOWING CARSTAR.com

CARSTAR UKIAH  YOKUM'S BODY SHOP
550 TALMAGE RD
UKIAH,  CA 95482
7074626636

CARSTAR YOKUM’S BODY SHOP
1619 S MAIN STREET
WILLITS, CA  95490
7074599385

WE'RE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT 
YOKUM'S BODY SHOP IS NOW 
CARSTAR YOKUM'S BODY SHOP! 
SAME GREAT PEOPLE WITH A FRESH NEW LOOK, 
STILL FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1982.

“Leadership Mendocino is a masterclass 
in Mendocino County,” explained Holly 
Madrigal, program director. The Friday that 
Willits Weekly spent with this organization, 
as they explored the best of what Willits 

has to offer, easily 
demonstrated this as 
the 30 classmates 
were treated to talks, 

demonstrations and tours from several 
eclectic business people, a city planner, 
artists, tourism promoters, and a garden 
manager. The purpose of the day was to 
demonstrate many of the positive aspects 
of the town, with an eye to the town’s place 
in the larger diverse area that is Mendocino 
County.

“It’s about 30 people in the class,” 
explained Madrigal, “that take the course 
each year, meeting one Friday each month 
to learn about a different aspect of the 

county. Today is Arts, Media and Tourism 
Day. We fill these class days with as much 
information as we can with a really vibrant 
group of people. 

“The program is part networking, part 
learning about the county,” she continued. 
“I grew up here and still find new things 
to learn. This is actually the 27th year [of 
Leadership Mendocino], and just under 
700 people have gone through the course, 
including such leaders as Sheriff Tom 
Allman. 

“It’s a year-long class, which includes a 
very diverse group of students from all over 
the county. We have people from Covelo, 
Willits, Ukiah, various coastal communities, 
and from all different sorts of professional 
backgrounds: retirees, small business 
owners, salesmen, politicians, city 
planners, architects, bankers and more. I 

love showing off Mendocino County and all 
we have to offer. 

“We have a Local Government Day,” 
continued Madrigal, “where we elect 
supervisors from the class and debate 
real issues. Our congressman, Jared 
Huffman, spoke with us. We have a Natural 
Resources Day where we went to Point 
Arena. We had a tour of the Mendocino 
Redwood logging site. We spent one whole 
day in Covelo, learning about the historical 
trauma and visited Live Power Farm where 
they farm using draft horses. We’re going 
to do an Agriculture Day in Potter Valley, 
which has a rich farming history as well as 
water issues. It’s a diverse education.”

Each class member has to come up with 
a project that will benefit the community, 
usually in the year following the class. In 
years past, such projects as the Bicycle 

Repair Station at City Park have been 
created by students. The aim of the program 
is to create the future leaders of the county 
and to instill them with knowledge and a 
respect for the positive aspects as well 
as the inherent problems of creating new 
directions in Mendocino County. It is also 
an excellent opportunity to network with 
people who can get things done and build 
new professional relationships.

The fee to be in the class is $1,100, but 
“there are several scholarships,” Madrigal 
said. “We don’t turn anyone down for lack of 
resources.” Several of the students were in 
the class at the behest of the organizations 
for which they work and who paid the fee.

This particular day began upstairs at 

Leadership Mendocino tours Willits
Countywide master class enjoys a day in the North County with talks from local business people, artists, volunteers, media, and more

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Far left: Willits 
Community 
Development 
Director Dusty 
Duley speaks 
about the future 
of Willits. At left: 
Holly Madrigal, 
Leadership 
Mendocino 
program director, 
facilitates the 
day. Below: 
Mendocino 
County Museum 
Curator Karen 
Mattson gives an 
impromptu tour 
of the museum.

From far left: 
Scarlett Trillia, 
at right, owner 
and director 
of Red House 
Coworking 
Space, leads 
a discussion 
of cannabis 
tourism.
Noel 
Woodhouse of 
North Street 
Collective tells 
the attendees 
about the 
facility that 
provides a 
creative living 
space for 
artists.
George 
O’Hanlon 
and Tatiana 
Zaytseva of 
Willits’ Natural 
Pigments give 
an overview 
of their 
international 
fine art paint 
business.
Far left, below: 
The attendees 
enjoy a 
healthy, tasty 
meal at Roots 
Restaurant. 
At left, below: 
Chris Baldo 
explains the 
history and 
purpose of 
Roots of 
Motive Power.

Photos by  
Mathew Caine

Read the rest of
Tour Over on Page 13

Edie’s birthday
To the Editor:
February 5, 2020 
marks the date for our 
Supercentenarian Edith 
“Edie” Recagno Keenan 
Ceccarelli to add one more year to the 111 years since 
she was born right here in Willits. Yes, 112 years ago and 
looking forward to a no-host birthday luncheon on February 
6, starting at 11:30 pm, at the Willits Senior Center, for this 
beautiful little lady.  Mark your calendar!

Evelyn Persico, Willits 

A rally cry
To the Editor:
I struggle with this writing.  It isn’t so much writer’s block 
as it is the very real possibility that I don’t understand 
California Assembly Bill 5 and its impact on Willits Weekly.
I waffle because regular employees normally receive 
minimum wage, sick leave, unemployment and workers’ 
compensation benefits.  Evidently under AB5 independent 
contractors will be classified as employees [even those 
making well above a minimum hourly wage like Willits 
Weekly’s freelancers].  Such reclassifications would surely 
place an impossible financial burden on the shoulders of 
our beloved Willits Weekly.  It seems counter-productive 
that the same people AB5 is trying to protect would lose 
their jobs. 
If I’ve got that wrong, please shout it from the highest 
rooftops.  I won’t be offended in the least.  I get things 
wrong all the time so it wouldn’t be anything new.
If, on the other hand, I’m right, please discuss this situation 
with friends.  There has to be a way we can save Willits 
Weekly.  We are blessed to even have a small-town 
newspaper; many were shuttered long ago.

We’re so fortunate to be able to read about the latest Little 
Lake Fire Protection District board meeting, Willits City 
Council meeting, Mendocino County Board of Supervisors’ 
meeting, Brooktrails Township board meeting, any 
proposed rate increases from the same entities – it’s all 
there – and I haven’t even touched on disaster planning 
through LLFD, CalFire, Sheriff’s Office, and Willits Police 
Department. 
Where would we be if, when planning a fundraiser, we have 
no outlet to publicize the event?  I don’t know how many 
times I’ve been told, “If I had known….” Now imagine it was 
the memorial service held for a loved one.  Last week.
I don’t need to continue pointing out the many benefits 
Willits Weekly provides, so I will concentrate on just one 
more.  A few short weeks ago Willits Weekly produced one 
of the most loving tributes I’ve ever had the pleasure of 
reading, written for Opal Miner.   We need to remember 
such closeness, such affection Willits Weekly holds for us 
and the community they serve.

Gail Richards, Willits 

Customer Service class
To the Editor:
The Willits Chamber of Commerce is happy to report 
Mendocino College North County Center has developed a 
course to help anyone improve customer service. Chamber 
members and local businesses have asked for assistance 
in providing training for their staff in improving customer 
relations.

Mendocino College 
North County Center has 
responded by offering a 
class in “Customer Service,” 
on Fridays from 9 to 11:50 
am, starting January 21 and 
running through May 22. 

No matter if you are a local business, a corporate chain 
or a non-profit organization, this class is designed to help 
you and your staff improve customer service within your 
organization.
Please support our efforts in helping you improve your 
business by sending one or more of your staff to this 
important class. Not only is this training close to home 
and a reasonable cost, it supports our local college and 
improves your business.
This course will cover the principles and techniques of 
delivering excellent customer service. Topics include 
employer and customer perspectives, interpersonal 
communications, developing empathetic customer 
resolutions, customer retention strategies, as well as 
marketing and sales strategies.
The course covers individualized communication and 
problem-solving skill development as well as the efficacy of 
customer service in achieving general business, hospitality, 
food service, and retail industry goals.
• Solve a customer service issue with empathy and 
professional communication.
• Assess the customer experience when service includes 
effective listening and diplomatic disagreement techniques.
• Evaluate and measure short- and long-term attainable 
customer service standards for employees, employers and 
customers.
• Analyze communication and information technology to 
increase sales, target marketing, and improve customer 
experience.

Willits Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors

Election information for the March 
2020 Presidential Primary 

Submitted by Mendocino County Election / 
County Clerk’s Office

According to Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder-
Registrar of Voters Katrina Bartolomie, the last day 
to register to vote in the March 3, 2020 Presidential 
Primary Election is February 18. If you miss the 
deadline, you will be able to update your registration 
or register to vote a ballot that is available at a polling 
place within Mendocino County or at the Elections 
Office at 501 Low Gap Road, Ukiah. This is known as 
conditional voter registration. 

On Election Day, if you go to a polling place within 
Mendocino County, the ballot you will be given might 
not be the exact ballot that you are entitled to vote, 
it may have different candidates and / or different 
ballot measures that you are not eligible to vote on – 
depending on where you live.

Once it is determined that you are eligible to 
register to vote, our office will count only the votes 
for the candidates and measure that you are entitled 
to vote on.

If you come to the Elections Office at 501 Low 
Gap Road, Ukiah – you will be given a ballot that will 
include all the candidates and ballot measures you 
are eligible to vote for.

We encourage potential voters to register by 
February 18, 2020, allowing plenty of time to receive 
the correct ballot, or to be on the correct polling place 
roster. This will allow for a smoother Election Day 
process.

A Presidential Primary reminder: Only three of the 

WUSD seeks bond funding 
to repair schools

Submitted by Willits Unified School District
At the December 11, 2019 Willits Unified School 

Board meeting, trustees authorized the issuance 
of $17 million in general obligation bonds to repair 
aging school facilities, paving the way for Measure G 
to appear on the March 2020 ballot.

According to the resolution, the bond funding 
would be used to:
• Improve student safety and security
• Fix deteriorating roofs, plumbing, heating/cooling, 
and electrical systems
• Pave parking lots
• Repair school facilities
• Modernize classrooms, science labs, and other 
facilities
• Purchase a pool cover to allow the pool to be used 
year-round
• Update athletic facilities

The bond is structured such that property owners 
will pay $40 per $100,000 of assessed value, per 
year. The median or typical home’s average assessed 
value is approximately $181,419. Therefore, the 
annual cost of the bond would be about $80 per 
year, per residence. (Assessed value is different than 
market value and can be found on a homeowner’s 
property tax bill).

In California, school facilities are funded through 
community tax dollars. Willits Unified has some of the 
oldest schools in the county and old schools require 
maintenance. Willits High School was built in 1929 
and still has its original boiler, although it has been 
retrofitted to run on natural gas rather than coal or 
diesel as in years past.

The remaining Willits Unified schools were built in 
1952 (Brookside Elementary), 1953 (Baechtel Grove 
Middle School), and 1989 (Blosser Lane Elementary). 
Another example is the 50-year-old portable 
classroom buildings at Brookside Elementary. Three 
of the six classrooms cannot have students in them 
and must be replaced.

WUSD Superintendent Mark Westerburg reports: 
“When it rains hard, every school in the district takes 
in water. Our goal with this bond measure is to make 
sure our schools are safe and well-maintained. We 
understand no one wants to pay additional taxes, 
however, it’s the only way we can afford to do major 
repairs. To minimize the burden on taxpayers, we will 
also seek any matching funds and grants available 
from the state.”

WUSD can only seek matching funds if it has funds 
to contribute. For example, if state funding requires 
a 60/40 split, school districts must come up with 40 
percent of a project’s cost to receive the 60 percent 
of state funds. Today, WUSD could not afford a 40 
percent contribution for a major project, thus losing 
out on the opportunity for state-funded repairs.

The current school board trustees and school 
administrators have reviewed prior WUSD bond 
initiatives and structured Measure G to minimize risk 
for taxpayers in several ways. First, Measure G bond 
funding is limited to repair and maintenance activities 
only. There are no new facilities planned with the 
need for expensive architectural schematics and the 
risk of potential overruns.

Second, the money will be drawn down in four 
phases, spaced to ensure that WUSD schools are 
appropriately maintained for the next 12 to 15 years. 
During the term of the bond, the cost to taxpayers is 

Retirement party for Sheriff Tom 
Allman, Feb. 1 at Carl Purdy Hall 

Submitted by Heidi Dickerson
A week in Hawaii, a child’s tractor from Garton Tractors, 

a case of the Paulis’ Yokayo wine each month for a year, 
and an overnight at the Thatcher Hotel with dinner and 
wine are just a few of the items for a live auction being 
held during the celebration of Sheriff Tom Allman’s 
service and retirement. 

The headlining auction item is the last ever “Dinner 
at the Jail,” which has brought in thousands of dollars 
for local nonprofits over Allman’s tenure. This time 
Mendocino County’s Search and Rescue will be the 
beneficiary of the auction, which will be led by the sheriff 
and State Senator Mike McGuire.

The event takes place on Saturday, February 1, from 4 
to 10 pm at the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds Carl Purdy 
Hall in Ukiah. 

Mendocino County Search and Rescue is an unpaid, 
all volunteer, non-profit whose members conduct search 
and rescue operations whenever the Mendocino County 

Sheriff’s Office calls upon them. A local community 
of volunteers train to develop required skill sets which 
include: ground search teams; all-terrain vehicle 
operators; K-9 (canine) handlers; unmanned air squadron 
pilots; underwater search and recovery divers; logistical 
support; and fundraising. 

Master of Ceremonies Spencer Brewer will introduce 
the auction and official presentations, and the local group 
Double Standyrd will get the crowd dancing until 10 pm. 

Appetizers from local restaurants including Dora’s 
Café, Crush and Slam Dunk Pizza, will be served. 
Search and Rescue volunteers will provide barbecued 
meat for dinner. Mendocino wines and beer will be on 
hand and served by the Lions Club, Katrina Kessen, and 
volunteers from the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office. 

The coordinating committee includes Jennifer 
Seward, Rose Britton, Katie Fairbairn, Jay Epstein, 
Katrina Kessen, Travis Scott, Heidi Dickerson, Mary 
Ellen Chadwick, Johnny Keyes, Jared Chaney, and the 
Savings Bank of Mendocino County.

Tickets are $25 each. A limited number is available on 
Brown Paper Tickets. More information can be found at 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4489002.

Read the rest of
Election Over on Page 13

Read the rest of
Repair Over on Page 13

National Weather Service, 14.33”
Willits Howard Ranger Station, 13.37” 
Willits Sewer Plant
Lucky Monkey’s Ranch,  14.41” 
2 miles west of Willits  
Mendocino College North County Center,  11.22”
Southwest of Willits,  17.51”

Highway 20/Tranquility,  14”

Canyon Road, 12.45”

Brooktrails,  20.41”

Pine Mountain,  15.54”

High Horse,  14.04”

2019/20 rain season

Precipitation in the Willits area as of January 15
(Note: Willits Weekly’s “rain year” started October 1)
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Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
December 17, 2019 to January 12, 2020

By Danya Davis, Willits WeeklyHOW  T O 
S U D OK U

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Recurring TV show
 7. Throws out
13. Iberian Peninsula microstate
14. Gossip
16. Atomic #20
17. Ivy League institution
19. Of I
20. ‘He Is __!’: Scripture excerpt
22. Musical genre
23. Heavy cavalry sword
25. Ancient Olympic Site
26. Satisfies
28. Popular flower
29. Shared services center
30. Drain
31. A way to attack
33. Urban Transit Authority
34. Spiritual leader
36. Postponed
38. N. American plant with 
      edible purple-black berries
40. Gazes unpleasantly
41. Gets up
43. Capital of Ukraine
44. Returned material  
      authorization (abbr.)
45. Golf score
47. Superhigh frequency
48. Swiss river

51. Felons
53. Succulent plants
55. Soluble ribonucleic acid
56. Deliberately setting fire to
58. Infamous singer Zadora
59. Anwar __, Egyptian  
     statesman
60. Influential sports mag
61. Aromatic Mediterranean plant
64. Sixth note of a major scale
65. Unit of explosive power
67. Large watertight chamber
69. Popular street
70. A way of watering

CLUES DOWN
 1. Mollusks
 2. -__, denotes past
 3. Anchor ropes
 4. Large Middle Eastern country
 5. To make a mistake
 6. Ancient governor
 7. Extents
 8. Chinese surname
 9. NYC subway ‘residents’
10. Essential oil used as perfume
11. A way to treat injuries (abbr.)
12. Session
13. Units of land areas

15. Goes over once more
18. Where wrestlers work
21. Italian islanders
24. Avenue
26. __ Adams, U.S. President
27. Rest with legs bent
30. Type of flour
32. The Golden State (abbr.)
35. More (Spanish)
37. Stinging, winged insect
38. The use of irony to mock
39. Arsenals
42. Pouch
43. 22nd letter of the  
     Greek alphabet
46. Violent seizure of property
47. Restrict
49. Something comparable 
      to another
50. Punishment device 
      made from stems
52. Soul and calypso songs
54. Formerly OSS
55. Athabaskan language
57. __ bene: observe carefully
59. Six (Spanish)
62. Read-only memory
63. Chinese philosophical  
       principle
66. American conglomerate
68. Tin
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Little Mouths
ARE A

BIG DEAL

Dentistry kids love and parents trust.  
Call for your appointment today.

littlelakehealthcenter.org 
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY 

(707) 456-9600
45 Hazel St., Willits

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.  WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, 
MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP AND OTHER INSURANCE.

Help Save Willits Weekly
by becoming a

Street Subscriber

Fill out and send with payment:

On Saturday, January 25, at 6 pm, Willits 
will once again have the opportunity to win 
amazing prizes, bid against friends and 

family members, 
listen to some 
tasty music by 
The Bassics, and 

contribute to the Rotary Club Scholarship 
Fund and Harrah Senior Center. And 
there will be food … all-you-can-eat crab, 
pasta, salad and French bread, served by 
members of the senior class of Willits High 
School and the Willits Future Farmers of 
America. 

Back after a one-year hiatus, due to the 
lack of legal crab in 2019, this year’s Rotary 
Club Crab Fest should once again prove to 
be the fun-for-the-whole-family event that 
has been a mainstay annually for over 10 
years. 

“Half of the proceeds go to the Willits 
Senior Center,” says organizer Ann 
Alumbaugh, “and the other half to our 
scholarship fund which usually provides 
$1,000 to $1,500 for 10 deserving seniors 
who have applied and have gone through a 
vetting process by the Rotary.” 

The cost per person is $50, and no 

one goes away hungry. Before dinner, 
attendees can mingle, peruse and bid on 
fabulous silent auction prizes, buy their 
paddles and quarters, and visit the no-host 
bar. 

Once dinner is over, even more 
fun begins with the usually wild and 
unpredictable quarter auction in which the 
participants place a designated number of 
quarters in a bucket as paddle numbers are 
called for each item indicating the winners 
of that item. In the past, the quarter auction 
has provided a crazy-fun time full of laughs 
and competition.

Tickets can be purchased from any Willits 
Rotary member, at Willits Furniture, Willits 
Senior Center, or Tri Counties Bank. The 
event will be held at the Willits Community 
Center, 111 East Commercial Street. For 
more information, call Alumbaugh at 459-
1440 or 707-841-1315.

The Willits Rotary Club is expecting 
to do their annual Drive-Up Crab Sale, 
cooking the crustaceans on Main Street, 
sometime in February, depending on the 
available supply of crabs. Look for further 
announcements.

Crab Fest
Rotary Club auction and all-you-can-eat dinner 

is back, on January 25

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

At left: Enthusiastic participants raise their paddles in the Quarter Auction at 
the 2018 Willits Rotary Club Crab Fest. Above: Past Chief Daryl Schoeppner of 
the Brooktrails Fire Department enjoys the tasty crab dinner. Below, left: Jason 
and Heather Wells are ready for the auction and crab dinner. Below, right: Paul 
Kemp and Machiko Shimada of The Bassics entertain the crowd. At bottom: 
Five hundred pounds of crab were served up at the 2018 Crab Fest.

Photos by Mathew Caine

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department handled 565 incidents in this 
28-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

December 17
2:26 am: Officers responded to a report 

of rape in the 100 block of Marcela Drive.
2:22 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of an assault in the 300 block of South Main 
Street.

3:32 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

3:42 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of sexual assault in the 100 block of Spruce 
Street.

December 18
9:23 am: Officers responded to a report 

of vandalism in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

7:43 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a prowler in the 100 block of Hazel Street.

9:22 pm: Officers initiated a burglary 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

December 19
9:08 am: Officers responded to a report 

of vandalism in the 1600 block of Elm Lane.
4:52 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of an assault in the 400 block of East Hill 
Road.

5:41 pm: Officers initiated a kidnapping 
investigation in the 300 block of East 
Commercial Street.

8:36 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a prowler in the 600 block of South Main 
Street.

8:46 pm: SANUDOTORRES, Jose 
Alonso (37) of Atwater was contacted in 
the 600 block of South Main Street. He was 
arrested pursuant to 647 (F) PC (Public 
Intoxication) and on misdemeanor charges 
of disorderly conduct (alcohol).

December 20
1:17 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run 

vehicle collision investigation in the 1500 
block of South Main Street.

December 21
8:51 am: GOWER, Jason Andrew (28) of 

Eureka was contacted in the 21000 block of 
Baechtel Road. He was arrested on felony 
charges of grand theft from a building and 
violation of probation.

1:34 pm: MOON, William Blake (24) of 
Ukiah was contacted in the 1500 block 
of South Main Street following a report 
of suspicious activity. He was arrested 
pursuant to 148 (A) (1) PC (Resisting 
Arrest).

6:11 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

6:48 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

9:25 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

December 22
5:27 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of trespassing in the 600 block of East 
Commercial Street.

December 23
12:46 am: LILLY, Matashia Crystal 

(33) of Willits was contacted in the 1000 
block of South Main Street. She was 
arrested pursuant to 368 (B) PC (Elder or 
Dependent Adult Abuse Resulting in Great 
Bodily Harm or Death).

8:48 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1500 block of South 
Main Street.

3:25 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 400 block of East San 
Francisco Avenue.

3:25 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 100 block of Mill Creek 
Drive.

December 24
7:23 am: Officers responded to a report 

of arson in the 100 block of Kawi Place.
8:19 am: GRAY, Michele Lea (47) of 

Redwood Valley was contacted in the 300 
block of Creekside Drive following a report 
of a suspicious person. She was arrested 
pursuant to 451 (D) PC (Arson).

December 25
3:52 am: LILLY, Matashia Crystal (33) of 

Willits was contacted in the 1000 block of 
South Main Street following a disturbance. 
She was arrested pursuant to 273.5 PC 
(Domestic Corporal Injury).

10:01 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an assault in the 1400 block of South 
Main Street.

8:17 pm: MCCANN, Levi Jonathan (44) 
of Redding was contacted in the 200 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 647 (F) PC (Public Intoxication) 
and on misdemeanor charges of disorderly 
conduct (alcohol).

10:11 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an explosion in the 100 block of Manor 
Way.

December 26
7:25 am: Officers initiated a theft 

investigation in the 200 block of North 
Street.

9:34 am: ROSTON, Bobby Gerome (35) 
of Ukiah was contacted in the 800 block 
of South Main Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 3056 PC (Violation of Parole) 
and on felony charges of battery with 
serious injury inflicted.

11:05 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 300 block of Robert 
Drive.

11:41 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

December 27
9:03 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of an assault in the 100 block of South 
Lenore Avenue.

9:36 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an assault in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

December 28
7:42 am: Officers initiated a theft 

investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

10:57 am: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 1500 block of South 
Main Street.

7:21 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 1200 block of 
Locust Street.

December 29
2:59 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of vandalism in the 1500 block of South 
Main Street.

December 30
11:12 am: Officers responded to a report 

of vandalism in the 1200 block of Locust 
Street.

12:02 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

4:45 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 200 block of 
East Commercial Street.

December 31
12:14 am: Officers responded to a report 

of an assault in the 100 block of Northbrook 
Way.

10:16 am: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 100 block of 
Holly Street.

5:07 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

6:34 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street.

9:38 pm: BAKER, Natalie Ann (37) 
of Latrode was contacted in the 100 
block of North Main Street. She was 
arrested pursuant to 11364 (A) (1) H&S 
(Possession of Drug Paraphernalia) and 
on misdemeanor charges of resisting an 
officer.

January 1
10:05 am: Officers responded to a 

report of threats in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

January 2
9:56 am: Officers initiated a theft 

investigation in the 300 block of North Main 
Street.

3:26 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1100 block of Locust 
Street.
Read the rest of

WPD Over on Page 13
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Thursday, January 16
Willits Farmers Market: Winter market at 
the Little Lake Grange, 271 School Street. 
Thursday, January 16, 3 to 5:30 pm. 
Veggies, fresh salad greens, local meats, 
sausage and eggs, local grains, savory 
and sweet baked goods, including pies 
and handcrafted bread. More: gift items, 
jams and jellies and savory preserves, 
olive oil and balsamic vinegar, blue oyster 
mushrooms, fair trade chocolates, Willits-
roasted coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, 
knitted goods and jewelry, live music, 
free herb talks, the new edition of Willits 
Weekly, and more. 

Friday, January 17
Wolf Tree at Northspur Brewing: Friday, 
January 17, 5 to 8 pm, 101 North Main 
Street. “Wolf Tree brings solo acoustic Alt 
Country and Americana to Willits’ delightful 
new brewery, Northspur Brewing. He sings 
a well-crafted collection of songs by artists 
such as Son Volt, Townes van Zandt, and 
Gillian Welch and plays guitar, mandolin, 
and harmonica. Come for the libations and 
company; stay for the music!”

Willits High School Basketball: Willits 
vs. St. Helena: JV 6 pm, varsity 7:30 pm. 
Willits High School Gym, 299 North Main 
Street. (Varsity Coach Tim Conrad, JV 
Coach Trey Henson).
Shanachie Pub: Wailing Aaron Jennings: 
Friday, January 17, 8 pm. “Champions 
the traditions of Honky Tonk and Western 

Swing while giving a knowing wink and 
a nod to the modern world.” Visit: http://
wailingjennings.com. 50B South Main 
Street.

Saturday, January 18
Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop: Richard 
Jeske will demonstrate how to properly 
prune fruit trees 
and grape vines 
for the home 
gardener. Starts 
indoors at the Hub, 
6390 South Main 
Street. After lunch, 
class will resume 
at Jeske’s home 
orchard on East Hill 
Road. $20. To register: 459-5926. Space 
limited. Saturday, January 18, 10:30 am to 
2:30 pm.
Auditions for William 
Shakespeare’s Comedy, 
“The Winter’s Tale”: 
Saturday, January 18, 
Sunday January 19, 
Saturday January 25 and 
Sunday January 26. “The 
Winter’s Tale” is a play 
about redemption. In the 
play, jealousy compels a 
king to makes some bad 
choices, which wreaks 
havoc in the world around 
him. But because of the healing aspect 
of nature, and also because of a flat-out 
miracle, the play has a positive ending. All 
auditions 2 pm. Roles for 15 males and for 
eight females ranging in age from the mid-
teens up to senior citizens. Also four male 
and four female dancers. Rehearses late 
February through March; opens Friday, 
April 10 with 10 shows; closes Sunday, 
April 26. Scripts for “The Winter’s Tale” 
are available at the Willits Library. Info: 

director Mike A’Dair at 707-200-2462 or 
michaeladair69@yahoo.com.
JFK Murder Debate: Fifty-six years after 
the assassination of President Kennedy, 

the Warren Commission’s 
finding that Lee Harvey 
Oswald, acting alone, was 
the assassin, remains 
a matter of continuing 
controversy. The validity of 
the Commission’s finding will 
be debated on stage at the 
Willits Community Theatre, 
37 West Van Lane, Saturday, 

January 18 at 7:30 pm. Don Samson will 
argue the commission got it right; Mike 
A’Dair will argue they got it wrong. Q&A 

after the debate. $5 at 
the door. 
Shanachie Pub: 
Clay Hawkins Duo: 
Saturday, January 18, 
8 pm. “Blending rapid-
fire fingerstyle slide 
guitar and honest, 
heartfelt songwriting.” 
Visit: http://www.
clayhawkins.com. 50B 
South Main Street.

Sunday, January 19
Auditions for William Shakespeare’s 
Comedy, “The Winter’s Tale”: Sunday 
January 19, 2 pm. See January 18 listing 
for details.
LocalLights: All open mic show, Sunday, 
January 19, 2 to 5 pm, Willits Center for the 
Arts. This is a family-friendly event open to 
all ages and performance art of any kind. 
Suggested donation: $5. Info: 459-7054. 

Ongoing LocalLights shows will be on the 
third Sunday each month.

Tuesday, January 21
Tightwad Tuesdays: Select films in their 
2nd or subsequent weeks 
are discounted to $6 on 
Tuesdays at the Noyo 
Theatre for all ages, all 
showings. This week’s 
Tightwad Tuesday 
movies are “1917” and 
“Little Women.” Visit 
www.noyotheatre.com, 
call 459-6696 or check 
the ad in Willits Weekly 
for show times. 57 East 
Commercial Street.
Eckhart Tolle Class: at 
the Willits Library, 390 
East Commercial Street. 
Tuesday, January 21, 5 to 7 pm; showing 
the video “Signposts to Awakening” which 
comes from Eckhart teachings and “is not 
normally available to the general public.” 
Info: Andrea, 707-513-8139. Free event.
Lady Wolverines High School 
Basketball: Willits vs. Middleton: JV 
5:30 pm, varsity 7 pm. Willits High School 
Gym, 299 North Main Street. (Coach Fred 
Austin).

Thursday, January 23
Willits Farmers Market: Winter market at 
the Little Lake Grange, 271 School Street. 
Thursday, January 23, 3 to 5:30 pm. See 
January 16 listing for details.
Movie Night: Willits Library, 390 East 
Commercial Street. Thursday, January 23, 

5 to 6:30 pm. “Come to the library to watch 
a free movie! Check our Facebook page to 
see what we will be playing.”

Friday, January 24
Willits High School 
Basketball: Willits vs. Ft. 
Bragg: JV 6 pm, varsity 7:30 
pm. Willits High School Gym, 
299 North Main Street. (Varsity 
Coach Tim Conrad, JV Coach 
Trey Henson).
Willits Charter School 20th 
Anniversary Variety Show: 
“A very special Variety Show 
Fundraiser to celebrate 20 
years of WCS. This is a 
culmination of one full semester 
of student work in the area of 
theater, music, choir, art, and 
ceramics. Also, a family-style 

dinner, a silent auction, and a faculty rock 
band, plus an auction for bake sale items 
that will go towards the 12th grade trip. All 
other monies raised at the Variety Show 
go back into our electives 
and Friday Academy 
classes.” Friday, January 
24, 6 to 8 pm. 1431 South 
Main Street.
Shanachie Pub: Outlaw 
Kindred: Friday, January 
24, 8 pm. “Spirited Outlaw 
Grass/Folk teaming with 
tradition and old world 
ascetics.” Visit: https://
o u t l a w k i n d r e d . c o m /
home. 50B South Main 
Street.

Saturday, January 25
Auditions for William Shakespeare’s 
Comedy, “The Winter’s Tale”: 
Saturday January 
25, 2 pm. See 
January 18 
listing for details.
Crabfest: The Willits 
Rotary Club Annual All-You-Can-
Eat Crabfest is back after a one-year 
hiatus. Saturday, January 25, 6 pm, 
Willits Community Center, 111 East 
Commercial Street. Fresh crab, pasta, 
salad and French bread. No host bar. 
Music by The Bassics. Silent and Quarter 
Auctions. $50. Tickets available from any 
Willits Rotary member, Willits Furniture, 
Willits Senior Center, Tri Counties Bank. 
Info: Ann 459-1440, 707-841-1315.
Shanachie Pub: William Russell Wallace: 
Saturday, January 25, 8 pm. “A raw 
collection of songs about redemption in 
the face of self-destruction and addiction.” 
Visit: https://www.williamrussellwallace.

com/. 50B South Main Street.

Sunday,  
January 26
Little Lake Grange Pancake 
Breakfast: 8 to 11 am, 
Sunday, January 26 (and 
every fourth Sunday through 
October). “Best ‘scratch’ 
pancakes & local farm 
eggs to be found anywhere 
around.” Choose sourdough 
wholegrain, Hank’s Famous 
Buttermilk Pancakes or 

Gluten-Free, Beeler’s 
Quality Bacon, organic 
local farm fresh eggs, 
real butter, juice, 
organic coffee or tea. 

$8; $7 seniors, 
$5 children 
under 10. Sides 

of organic fruit, 
$2 to $3 and Amish 

organic maple syrup, 
$1. Little Lake Grange, 291 
School Street.
Auditions for William 
Shakespeare’s Comedy, 

“The Winter’s Tale”: Sunday 
January 26, 2 pm. See January 

18 listing for details.

What’s Happening Around Town Ongoing 
Events

Free Firewood at the Senior Center: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 9 to 11 am. Bring current Senior Center 

membership card. Info: 459-6826.
Computer Lab at the Senior Center: Tuesdays, 2 to 4 pm. Bring 

questions and your device (or use ours). Learn and get repairs. $3 
donation. Open to everyone.
Munchies and Music: Friday Nights at Northspur Brewing Company, 
101 North Main Street. 6 to 10 pm. With Greg and Malakai Schindel.
“Art Expo”: featuring drawings and paintings by Alma Soleada. 
Re-Evolution Gallery, 15 West Mendocino Avenue. 11 am to 6 pm, 
Tuesday to Saturday.
Friday Night Live: Vendors, food and entertainment. 1722 South 
Main Street (Evergreen Shopping Center). 5 to 8 pm.
Linda Posner’s “Word Buffet”: KLLG-LP, 97.9, “Poems and Sayings 
to Start Your Day.” Sunday, 10 to 10:30 am. 
Meatless Mondays: at Roots Restaurant at Adventist Health Howard 
Memorial, 1 Marcela Drive. “Serving delicious plant-based options 
every Monday,” 7 am to 5 pm.
Collective Care: A Holistic Support Group: Fridays, 10 to 
11:15 am. 44650 Highway 101, Laytonville. Holistic community 
support and information. Children welcome. By donation. www.
ninesistersbotanicals.com.
Eight to the Bar with Les Tarr: Radio active blues programming for 
tragically hip and twisted, Fridays, 9 pm to midnight. 97.9 FM, KLLG.
Willits International Folk Dancing: Class meets every Thursday, 7 
to 8 pm, Willits Charter High School. New dances taught 7 to 8 pm. 
$0 - $5 sliding scale. Info: megster1989@yahoo.com.
Willits Frontier Twirlers Square Dance Club: Mondays, 7 pm, 
upstairs gallery of the Willits Center for Arts, 71 East Commercial 
Street. Sliding scale $0 to $5/class. 707-484-3385 for info.
Little John’s Place: Every Thursday Pool Tournament, 6 pm, $5 buy-
in. “We’ll buy the pizza, you buy the beer.” Saturday nights: Free Pool 
9 pm to 12 am during December. 383 South Main Street. 459-5636. 
facebook.com/littlejohnsplace/.
Free Herb Talks: by the Mendocino Herb Guild. Every Thursday, 4 
pm, at the Willits Farmers Market, indoors for the winter at Little Lake 
Grange, 291 School Street. 
Roots Engine House Tours: Docent-led tour of the Engine House 
most Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 am to 4:30 pm. Join a Roots of 
Motive Power docent to view classic motorcars, a steam train engine, 
and more – up close.
Marijuana Anonymous 12 Step Meeting: Every Tuesday at 6 pm. 
Meeting place is the Back Alley building in Catherine Lane, directly 
behind the United Methodist Church, which is at the corner of School 
and Pine, right across from the Grange.
Brown Bag Lunch Program: Lunch served to the hungry in the City 
Park across from the Willits Police Station every Saturday at 1 pm, 
served by various community-minded organizations. For information, 
call the Food Bank at 459-3333.
Boomer’s Friday Night Karaoke: 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday of every month, 
Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 Highway 101, Laytonville. 9 pm to 1 am. No 
Cover. 21+ Please bring I.D. Hosted by DJ-Ken Steely Entertainment 
with KJ/DJ-Ken Steely & Anna. Come for dinner, stay for the fun. 
Willits Farmers Market: Winter Market at the Little Lake Grange, 271 
School Street, from 3 to 5:30 pm every Thursday. Veggies, fresh salad 
greens, local meats, sausage and eggs, local grains, savory and sweet 
baked goods, including pies and handcrafted bread. More: gift items, 
jams and jellies and savory preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, 
blue oyster mushrooms, fair trade chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, 
tea, fire cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music, the new 
edition of Willits Weekly, and more. 
Emandal Chorale: The Chorale is open to all who wish to sing a 
cappella songs of peace and justice. Every Wednesday from 5 to 6:30 
pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Info: 367-1573.
Friday Potluck Bingo: Harrah Senior Center presents Potluck Bingo 
on Friday nights. Doors open at 5 pm; games begin at 5:30 pm. 
Minimum bingo buy-in $5. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-6826. 
Weekly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group: Every 
Thursday, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the Conference Room at Willits Senior 
Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-1941.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday at 6:30 
pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 456-9425 or 
honemann@yahoo.com.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint Francis in 
the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East Commercial Street. Every 
2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Willits Library Activities: Tuesdays: 3:30 to 4 pm “Wiggle Time” 
(Explore movement and self-expression); Wednesdays: 11 to 11:45 
am “Play Group” (Self-directed playtime, with toys, ages 0 to 4); 2:30 to 
3 pm “Storytime” (Books, songs, rhymes and movement, ages 3 to 6); 
3:30 to 4:30 pm “Lego Club” (bring your imagination and start building); 
Thursdays: 2:30 to 3:30 pm “Storytime and More” (with coloring and 
board games); Fridays: 5:30 to 5:50 pm “Dance Workout” (Fun, upbeat 
dance); Saturdays, 11 am to 12 pm “Write Live” (We provide a prompt 
and a space to create writing); 2:30 to 4:30 pm “Drop-In Knitting” All 
skill levels. Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
Drop-In Knitting Circle: Saturdays from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at the Willits 
Branch Library, 390 East Commercial Street. “Bring your own projects 
or your yarn and needles; we have people who should be able to help 
solve problems and/or help you learn to knit or crochet. Sign-ups are 
not necessary – everyone is welcome to drop in.” Info: Lotus Baker at 
456-9037, or lotusb3@earthlink.net.
Soroptimist International of Willits: Women’s service club aimed at 
the betterment of girls and women. Meets the second Tuesday at 4 
pm and the third Tuesday at noon each month at St John’s Lutheran 
Church Hall, 24 Mill Creek Drive. Women interested in community 
service are welcome; new members are encouraged to join at any 
time.
Weekly Life Changes Discussion and Support Group: Wednesdays 
from 10 to 11:30 am. In the Conference Room at Harrah Senior Center, 
1501 Baechtel Road.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body Works Gym, 1511 
South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 3 
to 5 pm. Karate: Thursday, Little Dragons-ages 3 to 6, 5:15 to 6 pm. 
Youth Karate-ages 6 to 11, 6 to 7 pm; Tweens to Adults-ages 11 and 
up, 7 to 8:30 pm. All SAL programs free to the public. Info: “Mendocino 
Sheriff’s Activities League” on Facebook or Mike Tobin: 354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Mondays, 7 pm: “Monday Blues & Beyond” with 
Blue Luke & Special Guests. Tuesdays, 8 pm: “Wabi Sabi” with host 
Mitchell Holman, formerly of It’s A Beautiful Day (“Whitebird”) features 
different artists every week. Singer-songwriter Aaron Ford every first 
Thursday at 7:30 pm. No cover. Jazz Night every second and fourth 
Thursday. 8 pm. “Local musicians … take jazz standards and infuse 
them with funk, hip hop, world, and free form jamming. The outcome 
is unexplainable.” Open Mic Night every Wednesday. Sign up for the 
lottery for 20 minute time slots from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to 7:30 
pm. Music starts at 8 pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians and 
performers from around the world, often turning into an evening full of 
unexpected surprises.” Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street, behind 
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm at 
Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh fruits and 
vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs, handcrafted 
clothing, live music and much more.

AT THE MOVIES

‘1917’
The Story: World War 1 suspense 
action drama. Two men, Lance Corporal 
Blake (Dean-Charles Chapman) and 
Lance Corporal Schofield (George 
MacKay) are chosen to deliver a 
critical message to a general at The 
Front. They have to cross No Man’s 
Land. It is a landscape of bomb-craters 
and mud and blasted corpses – and 
well-fed rats. The two protagonists 

are at constant 
exhausting risk. 
The meaning of 

courage is simplified: just take the next 
step, just carry on, as time is running 
out. 
My Thoughts: MacKay and Chapman 
project stolid British courage; it’s the 
War and one does what one must. In 
“1917,” the Great War to End All Wars 
is shown as an ugly unglamorous 
monstrosity that chops men into little 
pieces and pins ribbons on what 
remains. That noted: the best war 
movies are anti-war, for example 
Stanley Kubrick’s “Paths of Glory” or 
“Full Metal Jacket.” And while we’re 
mentioning the master craftsman 
Kubrick, “1917” has tour-de-force 
cinematography by Roger Deakins. I 
cannot stress in any wise how dazzling 
and dizzying the cinematography is. 
This movie is a technical masterpiece of 
movie-makers’ art, and a suspenseful 
and epic journey that will reward the 
viewers. I unhesitatingly recommend it.
Parents: War movies should be horror 
movies, this is no exception. It is 
absolutely not for children.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his 
reality attenuated by the wisdom of the 
imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

Senior Center 
Lunch

Week of January 20 
through January 24
Monday: Spaghetti with 
Meat Sauce
Tuesday: Ham & Eggs
Wednesday: Meat Loaf 
Thursday: Garlic Shrimp 
& Rice
Friday: Italian Cabbage 
Casserole

Harrah Senior Center 
serves lunch five days per 
week from 11:45 am to 1 
pm. 55 and older, $6.50 
per meal, under 55, $8 per 
meal. Includes soup, salad, 
entrée, vegetable, dessert 
and drink. (Salad Bar 
available all year). 1501 
Baechtel Road. Info: 459-
6826.

Lunch at Roots 
Restaurant 

Week of January 20 through 
January 24

Monday: Mushroom Alfredo, Veggie 
Bean Soup
Tuesday: Enchiladas, Rice & Beans, 
Fasole Soup
Wednesday: Tri Tip, Mashed 
Potatoes, Mixed Veggies, Vegan Corn 
Chowder
Thursday: BBQ Chicken Salad, 
Sweet & Spicy Soup
Friday: Salmon, Rice, Mixed 
Veggies, Butternut Squash Soup

Roots Restaurant at Adventist 
Health Howard Memorial, 1 Marcela 
Drive, invites the public to enjoy 
healthy options including dishes using 
fresh organic produce from the nearby 
Commonwealth Garden. Monday 
through Friday, 7 am to 5 pm; Saturday 
and Sunday, 7 am to 2:30 pm. 

Willits Rotary Club 
Crabfest

January 25
The Willits Rotary Club Annual All-You-Can-

Eat Crabfest is back after a one-year hiatus 
due to the lack of legal crab in 2019. Saturday, 
January 25, 6 pm, Willits Community Center, 
111 East Commercial Street. Fresh crab, pasta, 
salad and French bread. No host bar. Music by 
The Bassics. Silent and Quarter Auctions. Half 
of the proceeds go to the Willits Senior Center 
and the other half to the Rotary scholarship fund 
which usually provides $1,000 to $1,500 for 10 
deserving high school seniors who have applied 
and have gone through a vetting process by the 
Rotary. $50. Tickets available from any Willits 
Rotary member, Willits Furniture, Willits Senior 
Center, Tri Counties Bank. Info: Ann 459-1440, 
707-841-1315.

Mendocino College offers  
Customer Service course in Willits

Mendocino College’s North County Center offers BUS-
107, “Customer Service” on Fridays, from 9 am to 11:50 
am, starting January 21 through May 22.

“This course will cover the principles and techniques 
of delivering excellent customer service. Topics include 
employer and customer perspectives, interpersonal 
communications, developing empathetic customer 
resolutions, customer retention strategies, as well as 
marketing and sales strategies. The course covers 
individualized communication and problem solving skill 
development as well as the efficacy of customer service 
in achieving general business.”

Mendocino College North County Center, 372 East 
Commercial Street. For more information or to register, 
contact 459-6224 or visit www.mendocino.edu/enroll. 

Call for Artists:  
Willits Center for the Arts

WCA is looking for jewelers and clothing artists for a Pop-
Up shop for the February 2020 Show. Contact gtm1950@
gmail.com with a few photos of your work.

Fruit Tree 
 Pruning 

Workshop
January 18

Richard Tootreese Jeske will 
demonstrate how to properly 
prune fruit trees and grape vines 
for the home gardener. Topics 
include heading vs. thinning cuts, 
summer vs. winter pruning, tree 
parts and health and vigor, sun 
requirements, tools, ladder-less 
orcharding, and what best in our 
region. Starts indoors at the Hub, 
6390 South Main Street. After 
lunch, we will resume at Richard’s 
home orchard on East Hill Road. 
$20. To register: 459-5926. Space 
is limited. Saturday, January 18, 
10:30 am to 2:30 pm.

KZYX New Programmer Orientation
January 25

KZYX, Community Radio for Mendocino County, is hosting a free 
public radio orientation and training on Saturday, January 25 from 
1 to 5 pm at the Ukiah Branch Library in Ukiah. “All our local music 
and public affairs shows are produced by volunteer DJs. The New 
Programmer Orientation is an opportunity to find out about community 
radio and learn some of the practical on-air production skills to host 
a program on KZYX. Everyone invited, even those just interested in 
behind-the-mic skills like engineering and production. Meet members 
of the KZYX staff, learn sound board operation in the KZYX studio.” 
Register in advance by contacting KZYX’s Program Director Alicia 
Bales, 707-895-2324 or pd@kzyx.org. Training is free, all ages are 
welcome, and no experience needed. 

– submitted by KZYX Radio

Hospice Bereavement Support Group
Wednesdays – begins February 26

This facilitated 8-week group provides an opportunity for the bereaved to explore the 
normal symptoms of grief, as well as recognize the individual nature of its expression and 
duration. With a fuller understanding of the grief process and effective techniques to manage 
stress, we can move toward recovery and affirmation of a continuing life. Will meet on the 
following Wednesdays: February 26, March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 22 and 29. 10 am to 12 
pm. Adventist Health Homecare & Hospice Building, 100 Sanhedrin Circle. Registration/Info: 
Roland Hulstein, 456-3248. Adventist Health Home Care Services.

Sheriff Allman’s Retirement Party
February 1

A week in Hawaii, a child’s tractor from Garton Tractors, a case 
of the Paulis’ Yokayo wine each month for a year, and an overnight 
at the Thatcher Hotel with dinner and wine are just a few of the 
items for a live auction being held during the celebration of Sheriff 
Tom Allman’s service and retirement. The headlining auction 
item is the last 
ever “Dinner at 
the Jail,” which 
has brought 
in thousands 
of dollars for 
local nonprofits 
over Allman’s 
tenure. This 
time Mendocino 
County’s Search 
& Rescue will be 
the beneficiary 
of the auction, 
which will be led 
by the Sheriff and 
State Senator 
Mike McGuire. Saturday, February 1, 4 to 10 pm, Redwood 
Empire Fairgrounds, Carl Purdy Hall in Ukiah. MC Spencer 
Brewer will introduce the auction, official presentations, and the 
local group Double Standyrd will get the crowd dancing until 10 
pm. 

Willits Garden 
Club

The Willits Garden Club will 
meet on the second Tuesday each 
month in the Willits Harrah Senior 
Center, 1501 Baechtel Road, 1 
pm, in the Conference Room.

The ongoing 2020 meeting 
speakers are as follows:
Tuesday, February 11: 
Sparetime Hardware & Garden
Tuesday, March 10: Food Bank 
& Community Services
Tuesday, April 14: Annette’s 
Flowers
Tuesday, May 12: Parducci 
Garden Tour
Tuesday, June 9: Picnic and 
Hospital Garden Tour

Subject to change. For more 
information, visit willitsgardenclub.
org, or Willits Garden Club on 
Facebook.

Auditions for Shakespeare 
play in Willits

The Willits Community Theatre will be 
holding auditions for “The Winter’s Tale” 
by William Shakespeare on Saturdays and 
Sundays over the next couple of weeks. 
Auditions will be held Saturday January 18, 
Sunday January 19, Saturday January 25, 
and Sunday January 26. All auditions are at 
2 pm.
“The Winter’s Tale” is a play about 
redemption. In the play, jealousy compels 
a king to makes some bad choices, which 
wreaks havoc in the world around him. But 
because of the healing aspect of nature, 
and also because of a flat-out miracle, the 
play has a positive ending. Shakespeare 
scholars consider the play to be a romance, 
because it has elements of both comedy, 
tragedy and the miraculous. 
There are roles for 15 males and for eight 
females ranging in age from the mid-
teens up to senior citizens. The director is 
also looking for four male and four female 
dancers.  
“The Winter’s Tale” will rehearse from 
late February throughout March and will 
open on April 10. It will play for 10 shows 
and will close on Sunday, April 26. Scripts 
for “The Winter’s Tale” are available at the 
Willits Library. For questions or for more 
information, call director Mike A’Dair at 707-
200-2462 or email him at michaeladair69@
yahoo.com.

Add your event in Willits, 
Laytonville or Covelo to 

our calendar! 
Email us: 

willitsweekly@gmail.com

Richard Jeske

Clay Hawkins

Outlaw Kindred

Tom Allman
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Furry Friend Hoping for a Home

Friendly Thumper
Thumper is a friendly, adorable, fuzzy and fluffy male rabbit who loves to dress up in 

costumes. He is looking for a 
special hop-a-home! Come on 
down and meet this little guy!

The Ukiah Shelter is located 
at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah. 
Adoption hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 am 
to 4:30 pm. To view photos 
and bios of some of the other 
wonderful adoptable animals 
here, please visit online at: 
www.mendoanimalshelter.com 
or visit the shelter. For more 
information about adoptions, 
please call 707-467-6453.

Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church

ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)

Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School - 10:45 a.m.
459-2855

Facebook: www.facebook.com

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 707-456-9934
www.eckankar.org

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Pastor, Burton Jernigan
Information: 456-9668

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714

Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
4th Sabbath of every month 

family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066

Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday

ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies

Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor

459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:

Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School  

following the service.
(707) 459-2988

24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass -
9:00 a.m. English

10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
9:15 a.m. - Bible Class,

adult & children
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490

ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

The Willits Senior Center
has See’s Candy year round!

1501 BAECHTEL RD.
WILLITS

707-459-6826

Peanut Brittle (1.5 Lb.).......................$2250

Truffl es.................................................$2600

Lollypops................................................$100

Chocolates (1 Lb. Box):
Dark......................................................$2250

Nuts & Chews......................................$2250

Assorted..............................................$2250

Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*

EA # 00105934  •  CA DRE # 01854336  •  CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered 
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS 
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from 
any other named entity. *These services  are not offered through Cetera Financial 
Specialists LLC **Investment email

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606
675 S Main St, Willits, CA 95490
105 W Clay St, Ukiah, CA 95482

nicholas@ncfi nancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com**

Online: www.basroofing.com   Email: basroofing@live.com

Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties

    W.C. & G.L. insured

Ca. Lic # 927007       
Residential 

& Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

GET READY

www.mphotographress.com  |  707-972-7047

with photography by 

maureen moore

WHS & SHHS Senior formal photos
January 22 & 23, 2020

CLASSIFIEDS

Event Spaces 
Available

Event spaces avail-
able at the Willits Cen-
ter for the Arts! • Great 
Room • Classroom • 
Ceramic Studio For in-
quiries, email manager@
willitscenterforthearts.org 
or call 459-1726. For ad-
ditional information visit: 
www.willitscenterforth-
earts.org/rentals

‘Experience
The Sound 
of Soul’

Tuesday, January 21, 
2020: 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 
Willits Center for the Arts, 
71 E. Commercial Street. 
Welcome to the worlds of 
HU (pronounced hue), an 
ancient, universal name 
for God. This sacred 
word can spiritually uplift 
people of any religion, 
culture, or walk of life. 
It is freely given – a gift 
beyond measure. Love 
is love. And you are that. 
HU is the Sound of Soul. 
Information? Call April, 
972-2475 or visit: www.
TheSoundofSoul.org

Freezer Empty?
We can help! 

John Ford Rancher’s 
Choice Box- 50 pounds: 
steaks, roasts, and 
ground beef.  Now $325 
($6.50 per pound).  Nat-
ural ranch-raised grass 
fed beef, no hormones 
or antibiotics. Call 459-
5193. Leave a message.  

Free Firewood
One cord split 

chinquapin, dry: $250. 
One cord split ponderosa 
pine: $200. Numerous 
charred chunks, free. 
Call 357-7155.

Computer Help
Need help with your 

computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC, Macintosh, Android 
and IOS devices. 
Repairs, configuration 
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.
com. 

Car For Sale
Rare 1992 Honda 

Civic Si, blue hatchback. 
Manual transmission, 
sunroof, 195K miles, after 
market rims, runs good 
with newish transmission. 
$4,000/obo. Call/text 
Matt: 354-4942.

Office Space 
for Rent

1 large space 3400’. 
Several small offices 
100’ & 270’. Call Megan 
972-8776.

Tools for Sale
Craftsman one-horse 

and router and metal 
table with bits $100; 
Ryobi 16-inch scroll saw 
$50. 459-2942.

RV/Trailer 
Space for Rent
Space for RV’s 

and Trailers $425 per 
month, includes water 
& garbage. Close to 
Safeway in Willits. Call 
Tony (707) 510-5895. 
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

Senior Photos
It’s time for Senior 

Photos for WHS and 
SHHS students on 
January 22 and 23. 
Check with Karen in the 
WHS office for times, 
and pick up an order 
form there. Tuxes and 
wraps provided!

Volunteers 
Needed

Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital is 
looking for positive 
members of the 
community to volunteer 
in the gift shop, 
in format ion/greet ing 
desk, hospitality cart and 
the garden. Hours are 
flexible and can include 
weekends. More info? 
Call 456-3245.

Volunteer 
Opportunities
The Willits Senior 

Center has many areas 
where your expertise 
and talents are needed. 
Front Desk, Thrift 
Store, Dining Room, 
Sunday Bingo, Sunday 
Breakfast, Special 
Dinners, Landscaping, 
Garden, Firewood. 
Come join our team, call 
Deb at 707-459-6826.

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and 
Sewing Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog

707-367-6182, Willits

Current Job Openings: 
Code Enforcement Officer I

County Health Officer
Deputy County Counsel II/III/IV

Deputy Public Defender I/II
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II

Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Library Assistant –

Part-time/Covelo & Point Arena
Mental Health

Rehabilitation Specialist Screener
Senior Public Health Nurse

Supervising Public Health Nurse
For a complete list of current job openings

and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/

human-resources
EOE

WW257
Little Lake Valley Basin - Groundwater Management Plan

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-59
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLITS 

NOTICING ITS INTENT TO PREPARE A GROUNDWATER
MANAGEMENT PLAN UNDER WATER CODE §10750 ET SEQ. (AB 
3030, STATS 1992) FOR THE LITTLE LAKE GROUNDWATER BASIN 

NOT COVERED BY ANOTHER GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
PLAN UNDER THIS AUTHORITY OR ANY OTHER AUTHORITY

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds and declares that groundwater is 
a valuable natural resource in California and should be managed 
to ensure both its safe production and its quality; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature through the passage 
of AB 3030 (Stats 1992) codified as Water Code §10750 et seq. 
to encourage local agencies to work cooperatively to manage 
groundwater resources within their jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature also finds and declares that the
additional study of groundwater resources is necessary to better 
understand how to manage groundwater effectively to ensure 
the safe production, quality, and proper storage on groundwater 
in this state; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of a Groundwater Management Plan is 
encouraged, but not required by law; and

WHEREAS, any local agency, whose service area includes a 
groundwater basin, or a portion of a groundwater basin, that 
is not subject to groundwater manag ment pursuant to other 
provisions of law or a court order, judgment, or decree, may, by 
ordinance, or by resolution if the local agency is not authorized to 
act by ordinance, adopt and implement a groundwater
management plan pursuant to this part within all or a portion of 
its service area not served by a local agency or served by a local 
agency whose governing body, by a majority vote, declines to 
exercise the authority to implement a groundwater management 
plan and enters into an agreement with the local public agency 
pursuant to Water Code §10750.7 and §10750.8; and

WHEREAS, prior to adopting a resolution of intention to draft a 
groundwater management plan, Water Code §10753.2 requires a 
local agency to hold a hearing, after publication of notice
pursuant to Government Code §6066, on whether or not to 
adopt a resolution of intention to draft a Groundwater
Management Plan pursuant to this part for the purposes of
implementing the plan and establishing a groundwater
management program; and

WHEREAS, such hearing was noticed pursuant to Government 
Code §6066 and held on November 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers, 111 E. Commercial Street, Willits, CA 95490.

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of the hearing, the local agency may 
adopt a resolution of intention to adopt a groundwater
management plan pursuant to this part for the purposes of
Implementing the plan and establishing a groundwater
management plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the 
City of Willits notices its intent to prepare a groundwater
management plan under Water Code §10750 et seq. (AB 3030, 
STATS 1992) for the Little Lake Water Basin, and hereby agrees to:
m1. Adopt a Resolution of Intention to Draft a Groundwater
m1. Management Plan pursuant to Water Code §10750 et seq.
m1. for the purposes of implementing the plan and establishing a
m1. groundwater management program.
m2. Direct the Clerk of the City to publish the Resolution of
m2. Intention under Government Code §6066 pursuant to Water
m2. Code §10753.3(a).
m3. Direct City staff to oversee the preparation the groundwater
m3. management plan, which will be prepared by a consultant,
m3. under Water Code §10750 et seq.
m4. Direct City staff to complete the groundwater management
m4. plan within two years of the date of the Resolution of
m4. Intention pursuant to Water Code §10753.4.
The above and foregoing Resolution was introduced by
Councilmember Rodriguez Council seconded of by the City of 
Councilmember Willits, held Strong, on the and 11 h day assed 
of and December, adopted at 2019, a by regular the following 
meeting of vote:

AYES: Kanne, Rodriguez, Strong, Stranske, and Gonzalez
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.

/s/ Gerardo Gonzalez, Mayor
City Council of the City of Willits

ATTEST:
/s/ Delores Pedersen
Acting City Clerk

Prime Location:
Safeway Shopping Center.

Main Street and Hwy 20 in Willits.
Heavy foot traffic and ample parking.

2400 sq ft., $3000/mo.

Victor Hanson: (707) 272-1460 

Retail/Office Space for Rent/Lease

______

LEGAL NOTICES

Tom Wake
Plumbing

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant

www.mendolegaldocs.com
459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits
I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,

Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

YOUR AD CAN BE HERE!
Black and white 

business card-sized ads are just

 $24 per week 
and will help save Willits Weekly, and get your 
business in front of the eyes of our readers!

Call: 707-972-7047

YOUR AD 
CAN BE HERE!

Black and white 
two column by 4 inch ads are just

 $48 per week 
and will help save Willits Weekly, and get your 
business in front of the eyes of our readers!

Call: 707-972-7047

OBITUARY |

Henry 
‘Hank’ 
Strock

Henry J. Strock passed away 
peacefully Sunday, January 5 in 
his hometown of Willits. He left 
us in the early morning, in the 
presence of his loving family.

Henry, known by Hank to many, 
was born in Willits on May 9, 1931 
to Henry and Dorothy Strock at 
Howard Hospital. He was happily 
married to Verlan Shumaker on 
August 28, 1964 in Willits. Their 
marriage lasted 55 years, until he 
was called home to the Lord.

As a child, Hank loved to hunt 
and fish, and to swim in the Eel 
River which wound through his 
family’s homestead of Nashmead. 
When Hank was 16, he began 

his 47-year career with the Northwestern Pacific Railroad. 
Drafted at 18, he served in the Korean War as an electrician 
on board the USS Chickasaw. 

After the war, Hank and Verlan raised four children 
together. He returned to the railroad, and became a 
foreman specializing in bridge and tunnel repair. He was 
a member of the board of directors of Autumn Leaves in 
Ukiah, and a member of American Legion Post 174. He 
was an active member of the Little Lake Grange and 
served as its Master and as a delegate to the annual State 
Grange convention for many years. He was known for 
his buttermilk pancakes, which he made for the Grange 
breakfasts for over 30 years. 

Hank enjoyed working on his home, gardening with his 
wife, and sitting on the porch to bird watch. He loved when 
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren would visit and 
to tell them his stories about the railroad and his childhood. 
He was known for his jokes and his contagious laughter.

Hank is preceded in death by his father and mother, his 
sisters Nona and Janice, and his brother Raymond. 

Hank is survived by his wife, Verlan, his sister Jeanie, 
his children Darren, Darlene, Matthew and David, his 
grandchildren Ashtan, Dylan and Autumn, and his great-
grandchildren Kaleb, Aybrie, Chandler and Elena.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made 
in honor of Henry Strock to the American Legion, Post 174 
of Willits.

DEATH NOTICE | Steve R. Reynolds
Steve R. Reynolds of Willits, formerly of Fort Bragg, 

passed away on December 9, 2019 at the age of 74.
Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-

Lucier Mortuary.

OBITUARY |

Shirley 
Silva

Shirley Maxine Silva passed on 
January 9, 2020 at her home in Willits, 
California at the young age of 92. She 
was born October 3, 1927 to James and 
Olga Kidder in Newman, California. She 
was one of seven kids; she had three 
brothers, Robert, Jack, and Leland, 
along with three sisters, Lois, Lucille and 
Verna.

Shirley worked as a telephone 
operator for a short time before meeting 
her husband, James “Budgie” Silva, and 
starting a family. Together they have 
five daughters, Susan, Shirley, Sherry, 
Sharon and Shelley. She also has nine 
grandkids and 16 great-grandkids.

Shirley was a sweet, loving, caring, 
lady who will be loved and missed dearly by all her family and friends. She was proceeded 
in death by her husband, Budgie, her grandson James Redenius, and all of her brothers 
and sisters.

Services will be held Friday, January 17, 2020 at 1 pm with a viewing from 12 to 1 pm at 
Anker- Lucier Mortuary in Willits.

Congrats | Jeramy Lippincott
Local tow truck driver Jeramy Lippincott was recognized by AAA as T and T Towing’s 

Number 1 driver for 2019. AAA tracks the feedback received by customers though surveys  
regarding drivers’ professionalism and interactions with members, and two AAA regional 
representatives came to recognize Lippincott, above, center, for his accomplishments and 
present Lippincott with the award, including Daniel Neves the AFR auto field rep for AAA, 
left, and Jason Mangels, the senior manager of automotive services for AAA Northern 
California, Nevada, and Utah, right.

Photo by 
Marcy 
Barry
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O P I N I O N  | 

California’s 
new gig worker law
is disrupting the music industry 

and threatening all  
performing arts

By Brendan Rawson, Special to CalMatters
California has overreached in its effort to 

address the challenges in today’s tech platform 
gig-work economy. 

The live music sector, the progenitor of the 
term “gig” work, is being swept up by this law. 
The irony would be comical if it were not such a 
serious problem.

There are some worthy arguments to be made 
for Assembly Bill 5 by Assemblywoman Lorena 
Gonzalez, San Diego Democrat.

It could improve the lot of workers trying to 
piece together a living in this expensive state. It 
should help capture unemployment taxes from 
unscrupulous employers misclassifying workers 
as independent contractors. 

However, the law has created a tangle of 
red-tape and administrative expense for large 
portions of California’s cultural sector.

To illustrate: In 2019, San Jose Jazz 
presented more than 1,000 musicians across 
326 different performances. The vast majority 
were independent musicians and singers from 
California, the nation, and around the world. 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics defines 
musicians under code, 27-2042 Musicians 
and Singers. This is distinct from the category 
for Fine Artists, 27-1013 Fine Artists Including 
Painters, Sculptors and Illustrators. 

For some big name acts, we contract with 
their corporate agent and pay the agency for 
the band’s performance. However, for most 
musicians, we work directly with the band leader 
to agree on a price and terms, providing them 
payment as independent contractors. They, in 
turn, pay their band members in accordance with 
IRS Schedule C filing rules.

Under AB 5, we will be required to inform all 
U.S.-based musicians that they must now become 
employees of San Jose Jazz, or incorporate 
themselves before they will be allowed to perform 
for us. 

If band leaders choose to pursue incorporation, 

Read the rest of
Gig Over on Page 13

This year’s phone book, featuring local residential numbers, 
cell phone numbers, and advertisements for local businesses is 
included in the January 16 edition of Willits Weekly distributed 
at local businesses and newsstands around town.

Mail and home delivery subscribers will not receive the book 
inside the edition, because it’s too thick and heavy to send 
through the mail or to “throw” in your driveway, but no worries! 
An additional 1,000 copies of the book will be placed around 
town for convenient pickup, including at the Willits Chamber 
of Commerce, the Willits Library and the Savings Bank of 
Mendocino County.

Helping the non-profit club distribute the other 3,000 printed 
copies of the book by inserting into Willits Weekly is another 
partnership and reciprocal benefit for small-town businesses 
and groups. Readers look to the newspaper for copies of the 
book; readers who may not think about picking up a phone 
book get a copy in their hands when they pick up the edition.

Willits Weekly also does the same for the annual Willits 
Frontier Days event program in June.

If your non-profit group has a project, booklet or flyer you 
would like help spreading throughout town – reach out to Willits 
Weekly and see what we can do to help.

Businesses are also welcome to contact Willits Weekly for 
assistance with distribution of marketing materials, flyers and 
more.

For inserting info, call 972-7047.
– Maureen Moore

The rest of
Phone book From Page 1

The rest of
Chair From Page 1 The rest of

AB5 From Page 1
The rest of

Help From Page 1

The rest of
Partnership From Page 1

The rest of
Council From Page 1

Over the past several years, the board of supervisors has 
established standing committees at the first of the year and 
has appointed supervisors to sit on the committees, but has not 
activated the committees, so that generally they meet seldom 
or never.

For example, in 2019, the General Government Standing 
Committee met twice, and seven scheduled meetings of the 
committee were cancelled. The Public Health, Safety and 
Resources Standing Committee did not meet, and eight of its 
scheduled meetings were cancelled. 

In recent years, the supervisors have preferred to stay away 
from standing committees, and instead have used ad hoc 
committees as a way of conducting business outside of regular 
meetings. The Standing Committee format has been criticized 
as being costly, slow and a drain on county staff; whereas the 
ad choc committee format has been praised as being more 
flexible.

However, some members of the public have asked the 
supervisors to use the standing committee format more often; 
as then at least the public can be informed of when and where 
the meetings will take place, and they can be informed about 
the agendas of each meeting.

Under the ad hoc committee format, the only people who 
are informed about the meeting are those people that the 
committee members invite to the meeting; the general public is 
often not informed, although there are some exceptions. 

At the first meeting of 2020, Fifth District Supervisor Ted 
Williams said he would support not making appointments 
to the county’s two board standing committees. However 
his suggestion did not receive support, and the committee 
appointments were made. 

Second District Supervisor John McCowen and Williams 
were appointed to the Public Health, Safety and Resources 
Standing Committee, and Fourth District Supervisor Dan Gjerde 
and First District Supervisor Carre Brown were appointed to 
the General Government Standing Committee. 

Economic Development and Financing Corporation 
Executive Director Heather Gurewitz came to the podium and 
requested that the board not appoint Supervisor Williams to the 
EDFC Board of Directors.

“Over the past year, since Supervisor Williams has been 
on our board, he has made absolutely no effort to contact 
other board members or the executive director, or other staff, 
regarding what we do, what are operations are, how we 
operate, or to understand what the organization is about,” 
Gurewitz said.

“Our lending program is particularly complicated, and it 
seems that his interest is not in actually working with us. If he 
wants to be removed and direct [county] staff to investigate us, 
that is perfectly fine – but he doesn’t need to be on our board to 
do that,” Gurewitz said. 

Gurewitz’s statement threw a brief monkey wrench into the 
planned appointment of supervisors to an array of committees, 
work which had already been done, in advance, by Haschak. 
Haschak asked if any other supervisor would care to sit on the 
EDFC but received no takers.

Therefore, the board unanimously approved the entire slate 
of appointments, as recommended by Haschak, including 
reappointing Williams to the EDFC board of directors, and 
appointing Supervisor Gjerde as the board of supervisors’ 
second representative to the EDFC board. 

Later in the afternoon, the board considered an agenda 
item that was brought forward by Williams, proposing that the 
county’s executive office would do an assessment of EDFC, 
“documenting total county contributions [to it] and return on 
investment.”

McCowen reminded the board there were certain intangible 
benefits conferred by EDFC upon the county’s well-being, 
which may not be measurable. 

“We all know that EDFC is in the business of making loans 
and that they are often in the position of being the lender of last 
resort, to assist people who either seek to expand, or to start 
a business who don’t have access to conventional financing,” 
McCowen said. “So, by definition, these tend to be high-risk 
loans. There’s an effort to secure collateral, but there are a 
number of loans that do go bad and wind up being written off. 

“So, part of the assessment is those loans that have been 
successful and have resulted in assisting businesses to grow 
or to start: What has been the benefit to those businesses? 
What taxes have they paid? What has been the increase in 
property tax value? And the number of people employed? … 
There is a lot of value potentially to EDFC that won’t show up 
on the bottom line, and so I just think you have to keep that in 
mind,” McCowen said. 

The supervisors agreed that it would be a good policy to 
do an assessment of EDFC, and Williams’ agenda item was 
approved unanimously.

The resolution the council passed last week approved 
a professional services contract with LACO Associates 
“for a not to exceed amount of $97,200 for preliminary 
engineering on the city’s Groundwater Improvement 
Project.”

It also approved “a budget amendment of $27,200 for 
the water fund to pay for the contract.”

LACO Associates submitted a letter to the city talking 
about the project’s importance.

“Although the drought of 2013 and 2015 are in the past, 
this project is crucially important to the city’s resiliency,” 
read the letter from Vice President Rod Wilburn, “and 
LACO is excited to offer a proposal to support the city in 
seeing it accomplished.”

According to LACO, as constructed, the current well 
system used by the city only has the capacity to supply 
about 490,000 gallons per day – less than a third of what 
is used during the “peak flows” in the summer by the 
approximately 5,500 people who use the Willits water 
system.

“The [current] system is inadequate to meet the 
community’s needs in the event of severe or protracted 
drought,” LACO stated, “or if the surface water system 
or its single pipeline were damaged, especially if such 
events occur in summer months.”

Trincado Slater explained that the project will be 
separated into three different phases, with Phase 1 
construction planned to begin around July of this year.

“The project will consist of the replacement of 3,600 
feet of pipeline, that would be Phase 1,” she said.

According to LACO, these pipe upgrades will increase 
the transfer capacity from the city’s two wells – the Elias 
and Long 20 wells – to the groundwater treatment plant.

Trincado Slater said that Phase 2 will include “pump 
electrical and control upgrades at the wells,” and Phase 
3 will consist of “a clear well tank installation to act as a 
buffer between the groundwater treatment plant and the 
system.”

The overall cost of the project is estimated at around 
$1.5 million, but Trincado Slater said a large portion of 
that will likely end up being covered by state grant money 
through Proposition 1 – the Water Quality, Supply, and 
Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014.

“As previously reported to council, city staff and LACO 
Associates worked together to prepare a grant application 
that has resulted in an award recommendation of 
$551,156 from the North Coast Resource Partnership 
for Proposition 1 funding,” Trincado Slater stated in her 
agenda summary report.

However, since the grant is not yet in hand, and the 
project had already been budgeted to come from the 
city’s water fund, she recommended that the city move 
forward with the project using city money for now. They 
could then potentially reimburse the water fund once the 
grant money came in.

“The way we need to design this project is to design 
it as a whole,” she explained. “To have a well informed 
project.… So when we’re designing we have the whole 
project, and then when we start to get to the plans and 
specifications, we start to break it out into Phase 1, 
Phase 2 and Phase 3.”

“And my intention is to attempt to get the Phase 1 
reimbursed when we can clearly define those tasks, 
but right now with this, I want to just go forward with the 
assumption that we’re paying for it completely ourselves, 
and it looks like we have plenty of funding to do that at 
this stage.”

She added that city staff planned to seek additional 
grant money for the other two phases in the future.

“With the groundwater management plan and the 
preparation of plans and specifications, we will be in good 
order to apply for a second round of funding … through 
Proposition 1 funding. Another round of funding is going 
to be available soon, so that’s the intention of the city if 
we can pull together our resources to apply for the grant.”

She also noted that there will be upcoming public 
workshops to inform the public about the details of the 
ongoing project, and allow those in the community to 
have input.

New cloud-based budget software
In an effort to make the city’s budget operations more 

efficient and transparent, the city council also approved 
funding last week for a contract with OpenGov, described 
in the agenda summary report as “the leader in cloud-
based tools purpose built for local government.”

According to the summary report from Yujun Du, 
city finance director and treasurer, the software from 
OpenGov will include tools to “provide an end-to-
end budget development solution that will drastically 
modernize and streamline the city’s current process,”

“The budgeting and planning tools will allow the city 
departments and budget staff to reduce manual and 
clerical efforts during the budgeting process, provide a 
central collaborative location to develop budget number 
and evaluate scenarios, project workforce and personnel 
costs, and ultimately provide the publication of the budget 
document,” said Du.

“This part of the OpenGov cloud will provide the 
greatest efficiencies to city staff and provide powerful 
analytical capability to allow us to be forward thinking in 
our future strategy for the city. Finance staff expects that 
the use of this software, once the templates get created, 
will save as much as 75 percent of the work spent 
creating the budget book in future years.”

Du pointed out that OpenGov “has partnered with over 
1,900 governments, including over 100 in California such 
as Redding, Ukiah, Clearlake, Healdsburg, Mendocino 
County, and many others.”

The contract which the council chose – “Option 2” out 
of three possible options offered in the report – will have 
an annual fee of $14,982 with a one-time setup fee of 
$14,000.

Option 3 would have included more interactive 
tools for public viewing of budget information, but was 
considerably more costly – $25,746 annually with a one-
time setup fee of $22,000.

In the end, the council came to the agreement that 
Option 2 was the best choice given the city’s current 
available funding.

Councilmember Madge Strong and others pointed 
out that the city already publicizes budget information 
regularly, and the new OpenGov software should help 
them get it out more efficiently.

“Any time a financial report comes on the city’s agenda, 
that is all public information,” said Strong. “And so now 
we are going to be able to do those kinds of reports with 
greater ease and accuracy I think, by not having to hand 
calculate everything every time we make a change at a 
meeting.”

As part of the changes to the budget system, Du said 
that staff is also recommending “reorganizing the finance 
department,” by eliminating two positions – senior 
accountant and office assistant 1 – which are currently 
vacant anyway, and adding one full-time and one part-
time accountant 1 positions.

The annual salary savings of the finance department 
reorganization with those changes was estimated at 
$39,223, which Du pointed out could help offset the cost 
of the OpenGov contract.

 Impact of AB5 on local businesses
Towards the end of the meeting Strong encouraged 

people to reach out to their government representatives 
regarding the new AB5 law in California and the negative 
impacts it’s having on some businesses in the community.

“I hope that people will contact our representatives in 
Sacramento to try to alleviate the burden that this AB5 
is requiring for all sorts of people that have [previously] 
been treated as independent contractors,” she said.

“[Businesses] can’t consider them contractors 
anymore; they have to consider them all employees. 
And this is even if they do like one hour a week or a few 
hours a month of work, they are supposed to be now 
categorized as employees.”

“And it’s an incredible paperwork burden and financial 
burden on small businesses,” she continued. “And Willits 
Weekly in particular I know is threatened – their existence 
is threatened by it.”

“So I would love to see Sacramento at least give 
everyone more time – because there wasn’t very much 
time for these businesses to see what their options are – 
and really have a threshold where the small businesses 
aren’t going to be adversely affected. So I hope people 
will as individuals contact their legislators.”

Councilmember Greta Kanne also commented on the 
topic of AB5.

“And I would just like to encourage anybody from the 
public who wants to contact their representative about 
this issue to use the words ‘micro business’ versus 
‘small business,’” said Kanne. “Because most legislators 
have no idea what micro business really is – and that’s 
those of us who have fewer than five employees. And 
when they talk about small business, that’s anyone with 
100 employees or less. Huge difference between an 
organization with 100 employees versus five or three.”

“So they need to hear the message loud and clear 
that when they pass laws they have real impact on 
micro businesses,” she continued. “The vast majority 
of businesses in Mendocino County are micro. So they 
need to hear that distinction and know that is has real 
repercussions.”

The Office of Assemblymember Jim Wood has 
notified Willits Weekly that Wood’s District Director Ruth 
Valenzuela will be at the Willits City Council meeting on 
January 22 to make a public comment on concerns with 
AB5. 

Hazmobile drop-off January 17, 18
Strong also wanted to remind those in the Willits 

community that their last chance for the next few months 
to drop off household hazardous waste material at the 
Mendocino Solid Waste Authority facility in Willits on 
Blosser Lane to be picked up by the Hazmobile will be on 
January 17 and 18, from 9 am to 1 pm. 

She said that most items you can drop off for free, 
though there are a few things that the Hazmobile either 
won’t take or will charge money for.

Among the items you can drop off for no charge are 
motor oil, antifreeze, gasoline, solvents, paint, paint 
thinner, batteries, toxic cleaners, fluorescent light tubes, 
acids, bases, pesticides, herbicides, pool chemicals and 
medication.

There is a daily load limit of 15 gallons per vehicle per 
day, and businesses must make an appointment and pay 
a per gallon fee.

After January, the next chance to drop off household 
hazardous waste at the Willits facility will be April 17-18. 
There is a schedule available on the city’s website, www.
cityofwillits.org, under the Community link.

Public invited to January 22 ‘goal setting 
workshop’

The next Willits City Council meeting on January 22 at 
6:30 pm will consist mainly of a “goal setting workshop” 
where city council and staff will review progress on 
previous goals and set priorities for the future.

City manager Stephanie Garrabrant-Sierra said the 
public is welcome to come attend and give input.

For those interested, there is a long list of city goals 
and the progress that’s been made on those goals at 
www.cityofwillits.org, under the January 22 “Agenda” link.

There will also be an ad-hoc committee meeting 
regarding potential changes in the mobile vendor rules in 
Willits on Thursday, January 16, at 6 pm.

Both meetings will take place at Willits City Hall in the 
council chambers.

have reported losing work due to AB5.
Freelance writers working for out-of-state 

clients, including one longtime local freelancer 
for national publications, are being informed 
that their clients won’t work with California 
freelancers anymore.

The language of the fix, brought to the board by 
new Chair John Haschak, reads that Mendocino 
County supports “cleanup legislation for AB5 
that includes an exemption for government 
agencies, small businesses, and expanding the 
exemptions for journalists and photographers.”

Deputy CEO Sarah Dukett presented some 
background on the issue. 

“A lot has come up around a bill that was 
passed at the end of the [state Legislative] 
session which is AB5,” Dukett started off. “AB5, 
you probably heard on the news, was originally 
proposed to deal with the rideshare or the gig 
industry, so Uber, Lyft etc., but what it does is 
some major changes to all freelance workers, 
reclassifying them as employees. 

“And what’s come up is there’s going to 
be effect on government in terms of some of 
the contracts we have in place that would be 
considered independent contractors, that may 
now be re-classified as employees, but also 
small businesses in our community like the 
Willits Weekly. That bill has some exemptions 
for journalism and photography, but it’s very 
limited.... so a lot of our small papers may 
suffer as well as small businesses that rely on 
independent subcontractors,” Duckett said.

“This issue is going to be a major issue,” she 
continued. “I’ve reached out to our lobbyist in 
Sacramento, they believe there’s going to be 
some cleanup legislation, but this is a really, 
really big deal in Sacramento right now. There’s 
a number of lawsuits going on, as well as some 
of the gig industry apps, Uber/Lyft, are working 
on putting a ballot initiative on the ballot in 
November, so a lot’s really changing, and we 
don’t know how implementation is going to work 
or if there’s going to be major changes. 

Supervisor John McCowen, who objected to 
the length of the lobbying platform and its lack 
of specificity, said AB5 “absolutely should be 
amended, it should be a top priority.” 

Supervisor Haschak called a fix to AB5 
“critical” to Willits Weekly. “It’s not publishing this 
week because of AB5 and their fear of economic 
viability at this point, so we need to be acting on 
specific things, as well as the big picture.”

Supervisors ended voting unanimously to 
support Mendocino County’s lobbying platform, 
including the additional request for a fix to AB5.

treatment facility. The county would be 
expected to provide funding from Measure 
B tax revenue to pay for the remodeling of 
the Coast District Hospital. 

Wells’ letter noted that this option would 
be considerably cheaper than either 
building a new facility or remodeling the 
old Howard Hospital in Willits. 

On Tuesday, Curtis was directed to 
research the legal ramifications of this 
proposal. Specifically, he was asked to 
research:

1. Is this legally consistent with the 
Measure B ordinance?

2. Can the county use or give Measure 
B Mental Health Treatment Act funds to 
the Adventist system to run or operate an 
Adventist mental health facility? 

3. What kind of covenant restrictions 
can be imposed to ensure that it remains a 
mental health facility for X amount of years 
into the future? 

4. What are the necessary controls to 
oversee the development and ongoing 
maintenance and management of the 
facility or facilities? 

5. The hospital facility in Fort Bragg 
is leased. What are the additional 
implications, if any, to using public funds 
to develop a private facility that is leased?

6. What if Adventist Health goes out 
of business or sells to another hospital? 
Is there a way to protect the county’s 
Investment? 

In addition to looking into the above 
six questions, Curtis was directed to 
research requests posed by the City of 
Willits in a resolution passed by the Willits 
City Council in May 2018, relative to the 
potential use of the old Howard Hospital 
as a mental health facility. 

Specifically, in Resolution 2018-30 the 
City of Willits requested: 

1. That the City of Willits be granted 
the right to participate in the county’s 
evaluation of old Howard Hospital, as well 
as in the approval process for using the 
hospital as a PHF;

2. That the county acknowledge that 
the county’s right to approve and license 
use of the old hospital as a mental health 
facility would be subject to the city’s fire, 
safety, zoning and building ordinances and 
to the city’s general land use authority;

3. That before the county approves the 
use of any site, anywhere, as a PHF, that 
the county will first perform a detailed study 
on the financial feasibility of siting the 
facility in Willits; “including the likelihood 
and costs of attracting enough physicians 
and other mental health professionals to 
ensure that the facility is appropriately 
staffed by licensed professionals on a 24-
hour basis;” and

4. That, prior to deciding to site the 
facility in Willits, “the county will first 
perform a detailed study on the likely 
and potential effects and impacts to both 
the City of Willits generally, and to the 
residents and businesses in the vicinity of 
the site.”

Second District Supervisor John 
McCowen reminded the board it had 
previously asked former County Counsel 
Katharine Elliott to investigate Willits’ 
requests, to determine if Willits had the 
legal authority to have jurisdiction over a 
county-owned facility that would be located 
in the City of Willits. However, soon after 
being given that direction by the board, 
Elliott declined to research the questions 
involved. She told the board it would be 
premature for her office to investigate the 
legality of Willits’ demands, since at that 
time there was no project being actively 
considered either by the Measure B 
committee or by the board of supervisors.  

McCowen and the board directed Acting 
County Counsel Curtis to investigate the 
legality and the legal authority of those 
requests now. 
McCowen out as cannabis lead

Second District Supervisor John 
McCowen was effectively removed from 
his unofficial position as arbiter of the 
county’s cannabis policy, in action taken at 
the January 7 meeting. 

McCowen had been the uncontested 
architect of the county’s cannabis policy 
since at least the spring of 2016, when 
the board of supervisors and county staff 
began to draft the Mendocino Cannabis 
Cultivation Ordinance. In many instances, 
McCowen’s opinion determined the policy 
of the county and sometimes even the 
wording of the document.

The question at issue on January 7 was 
the composition of a new cannabis ad hoc 
committee. This new ad hoc is supposed 
to work collaboratively with committee 
members from five other north coast 
counties, to address cannabis licensing 
issues at the state level. It is being formed 
because the board of supervisors thought 
that a regional committee would likely be 
more successful in working at the state 
level, than a single county would. This new 
ad hoc committee is being referred to as a 
regional cannabis ad hoc. 

2019 board Chair Carre Brown had 
provisionally appointed Fifth District 
Supervisor Ted Williams and Third District 
Supervisor John Haschak to this regional 
ad hoc, primarily, Brown said on January 
7, because Williams and Haschak were 
attending the Sacramento meeting of the 
California State Association of Counties 
in December of last year, and the first 
meeting of the north coast regional 
cannabis committee was an outgrowth 
of CSAC and occurred at that CSAC 
meeting. 

At the January 7 meeting, newly elected 
board chair Supervisor Haschak had 
put the official formation of the regional 
cannabis ad hoc on the agenda.  Haschak 
had proposed that the members of the ad 
hoc be the same supervisors who had 
attended the December meeting, that is, 
Williams and himself. 

McCowen took issue with the formation 
of the committee, stating that he believed 
the county had too many ad hocs dedicated 

to cannabis already, and that the formation 
of a new ad hoc committee would mean 
that the board of supervisors would have 
three ad hoc committees dedicated to 
cannabis issues. 

The two existing ad hocs, which 
were formed in 2019, are the cannabis 
economic development ad hoc, consisting 
of Supervisor Williams and Fourth 
District Supervisor Dan Gjerde, and the 
cannabis cultivation ad hoc, consisting of 
supervisors Haschak and McCowen. 

McCowen also raised the specter of the 
Brown Act. “To have a member from one 
of our local ad hocs on cultivation, and a 
member from the other ad hoc, who are 
each working with another supervisor 
on cannabis-related stuff, to pull one of 
them from each, to be on an ad hoc for 
the regional committee, to me instantly 
implicated the Brown Act,” McCowen said. 

“County counsel, I believe, thinks you 
can draw a fine enough line to say, this 
is only going to be dealing with state 
legislation, it’s not really related, and 
of course, none of the four supervisors 
involved are going to be talking to anybody 
about other issues, other than what’s in 
that ad hoc, when they’re in that ad hoc 
meeting.

“We can come up with a narrative 
that supports that we think these are 
all separate ad hocs and Brown Act 
compliant. It’s not always that easy to 
convince the public,” McCowen said. 

McCowen proposed to dissolve both the 
cultivation and the economic development 
ad hoc, and to create a new cannabis 
ad hoc, with himself and Williams as 
members. This new ad hoc would work 
with regional committee on state licensing 
issues as well as with county cannabis 
issues. 

However, when Williams asked County 
Counsel Curtis for his recommendation on 
how to stay on the right side of the Brown 
Act, Curtis said, in his view, the board 
should keep the current membership of the 
regional ad hoc – Williams and Haschak – 
intact. He said that to dissolve the current 
regional ad hoc and to appoint a new one 
with different members came perilously 
close to having a “serial meeting” under 
the Brown Act. 

McCowen moved his proposal, and 
it was seconded by Gjerde. During 
discussion of his motion, McCowen made 
it abundantly clear what the fall-out of the 
vote would be, should it be defeated. 

“If there is a regional committee 
appointed, that is not the current cannabis 
cultivation ad hoc, I don’t see that I am 
participating in an ad hoc, going forward,” 
he said. 

McCowen’s motion was defeated 2-3, 
with Brown, Haschak and Williams voting 
no. Haschak then asked for another 
motion, but none was forthcoming. He 
then used his prerogative as board chair 
to appoint two members to the regional 
ad hoc, and he appointed himself and 
Williams. 

freelancers on the payroll will up our labor costs 30 percent. 
With labor costs and printing costs roughly equal, and together 
making up by far the biggest share of expenses to put out Willits 
Weekly, that 30 percent increase is a significant amount. 

Also, the increased liability of having employees will require 
Willits Weekly to incorporate, instead of operating as a simple 
sole proprietorship, and the increased complexity of full payroll 
and corporate taxes will also mean we’ll need more help to do 
those tasks. 

Freelancing for newspapers is a time-honored occupation, 
and the benefits to publications and to readers go far beyond 
costs, including allowing for a diversity of voices and expertise 
brought to the table by particular freelancers with specific 
interests and knowledge.

Thanks to lobbying from the California News Publishers 
Association, AB5 gives freelance reporters, editors and 
photographers a partial exemption, allowing them to submit up 
to 35 submissions a year to any one content buyer. That arbitrary 
“35” figure does not much help weekly newspapers putting out 
50 editions or more a year. It also equates a quick promotional 
story for a fundraising event to a big story for a magazine that a 
reporter might spend two months writing. 

AB5, which was passed to codify the 2018 “Dynamex” court 
decision, but which critics say expands that decision and has 
created a number of unanswered legal questions, has impacts 
far beyond editorial workers. Every laborer in California is now 
considered an “employee” unless specifically exempted in the 
text of AB5. 

A lawsuit filed by two national groups, the American Society of 
Journalists and Authors and the National Press Photographers 
Association, claims AB5 would unconstitutionally affect free 
speech and the media, and calls the 35 submission a year cap 
““irrational and arbitrary.”

There is an injunction hearing in that lawsuit scheduled for 
March 9. Willits Weekly hopes for an stay to be granted in the 
implementation of AB5 for editorial freelancers until the litigation 
is complete.

Willits Weekly cancelled our January 9 edition – the first one 
planned after our annual holiday break – due to fears that the 
onerous restrictions of the new law would make it impossible for 
us to continue publishing.

But after consulting with a number of advisors and supporters 
of Willits Weekly, Willits Weekly has decided to continue 
publishing through at least March 5. At that point, if there 
is no court injunction, Willits Weekly will have to decide if it’s 
economically feasible to continue our work.

How can you help? People ask us why we don’t sell the 
paper. One reason Willits Weekly started as a free circulation 
newspaper, with expenses paid for by advertisers (thank you!) is 
because buying and maintaining newspaper boxes is expensive. 
Boxes are routinely stolen and vandalized – not ours, because 
locals know there’s no money in them, but a box we placed in 
Ukiah was stolen within a week. 

The money needs to be collected often, again due to fear of 
theft. And our advertisers like the free circulation – typical of an 
urban weekly (yes, Willits is a city) – because it helps to expand 
readership to those who might not normally buy a newspaper. 
Willits Weekly prints 4,000 editions every week. 

We appreciate our subscribers, who helped us get 
adjudicated to run legal ads, but the costs of delivery mean 
regular subscription revenue is not high. What we do offer is 
“street subscriptions” – readers send in (PO Box 1698 in Willits) 
an annual amount of their choice (normal home delivery price is 
$50/year), but continue to pick up Willits Weekly on the street, for 
free, on Thursdays, while considering themselves subscribers. 

We are talking to supporters around town about other ideas to 
ensure Willits Weekly has enough in the bank by March so that 
we feel confident about entering our eighth year of publishing in 
a sustainable fashion. Some have suggested asking for larger 
“sponsorships” that would be acknowledged in the paper; others 
suggest we consider operating as a nonprofit, but we know the 
IRS is reluctant to grant nonprofit status to media outlets.

We are happy to accept any suggestions – or donations – 
that will help save our local community newspaper. Call Jennifer 
Poole at 459-2633 or Maureen Moore at 972-7047 or email us 
at willitsweekly@gmai.com. Thank you! 

P.S.: Bill author Rep. Gonzalez has acknowledged the need 
for “clarification” of AB5 in this 2020 Legislative session. We’d 
appreciate calls to our state legislators, Assemblymember Jim 
Wood (916-319-2002 or 707-463-5770; assemblymember.
wood@assembly.ca.gov) and state Senator Mike McGuire (916-
651-4002 or 707-468-8914; senator.mcguire@senate.ca.gov), 
asking for an exemption to AB5 for small or micro businesses, 
small nonprofits, churches, and local governments, school 
districts, and public agencies.
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Mac users, you are not alone. Give me a call!

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Coming Soon:
JOJO RABBIT Movie Times for 1/17 thru 1/23                               Tightwad Tuesday Titles for Jan 21st are in RED - All tickets now: $6

1917
(R) 1 hr 59 mins

Fri:
5:45 & 8:30pm

Sat:
3:00, 5:45 & 8:30pm

Sun/Mon:
2:00, 4:45 & 7:30pm

Tues-Thurs:
4:45 & 7:30pm

DOLITTLE
(PG) 1 hr 41 mins

Fri:
4:25, 6:50 & 9:15pm

Sat:
2:00, 4:25, 6:50 & 9:15pm

Sun/Mon:
1:00, 3:25, 5:50 & 8:15

Tues-Thurs:
3:35, 5:50 & 8:15

LITTLE WOMEN
(PG) 2 hrs 15 mins

Fri:
5:20 & 8:15pm

Sat:
2:25, 5:20 & 8:15pm

Sun/Mon:
1:25, 4:20 & 7:15pm

Tues-Thurs:
4:20 & 7:15pm

An opening party for the exhibit, “Three 
Divergent Artists,” was held for the public 
on Saturday, January 4 from 6 to 8 pm at 
the award-winning Willits Center for the 
Arts.

The idea for the exhibit came to Curator 
Gary Martin when he 
wanted a collection 
of three dynamic 
artists whose 

experiences and art were very different 
from one another. “I could tell it would 
make a wonderful show,” he said after he 
chose Michael Mills, Chris Forest and Paul 
Reiber. From people’s responses attending 
the event, he was spot on.

The work of each of the three artists has 
been shaped by a wide range of influences 
throughout their lives. Some pieces reflect 
those influences more obviously. For others, 
viewers are thankful for the added clues 
found in the artist statements or gallery 

labels. All three men have been producing 
art for decades, each building upon vast 
experiences and varied inspirations. Each 
realizes that this show is a culmination of 
their creativity at this point in time. 

With extensive work as a graphics art 
designer for over 40 years – some of that 
time in San Francisco – Michael Mills’ 
transition into creating unique and dynamic 
three-dimensional, graphically influenced 
work seems like a natural progression. 
Many of his metal pieces in the show are 
from old and discarded signs. 

“I’m drawn to the tarnished surfaces of 
abandoned commercial graphics and to 
the interesting patinas that nature adds 
to these expressions of bygone trade,” he 
says in his artist’s statement. He also talked 
about finding old signs on the side of roads, 

‘Three Divergent Artists’
To each his own: Varying mediums come 

together for one fantastic show

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

At top: Opening night at “Three Divergent Artists” drew people from different areas of the county. 
Above: The “Three Divergent Artists,” from left, Michael Mills, Paul Reiber and Chris Forest, take 
a moment to pose for the camera. Below, left: Paul Reiber’s “Boy with Rooster” is made from 
the California nutmeg tree. Below, right: “The Deciduous Universe,” a painting by Chris Forest, 
illustrates industrialization’s effects on the natural world. Below, right, bottom: A beautiful sign made 
by Michael Mills is a gift for the WCA.

Photos by Ree Slocum
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The rest of
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in junkyards and friends’ homes that become 
his “palette for these layered constructions.”

It’s difficult to believe that Mills’ “MD-FDs” is 
actually one of those pieces. “I found a sign in 
a friend’s backyard. It was bent in half, and I 
asked if I could have it and she gave it to me. 
I put it on my garage floor, and I was able to 
flatten it by stomping on it, and then I drove the 
truck back and forth across it. I got it pretty flat,” 
he laughed during his art talk.

Paul Reiber graduated in 1981 from the 
Fine Woodworking Program at the College of 
the Redwoods in Fort Bragg. He specialized 
in fabricating wooden chairs with carved 
embellishments. He has three of them in the 
show.

During the time he made furniture, Reiber’s 
woodworking became more carved and 
sculptural. He found it compelling. Many of 
his pieces in the show are carvings that were 
crafted in the past 20 years. “It’s interesting for 
me to see a bunch of work laid out [in this show]. 
It’s very interesting to see my progression,” he 
commented. 

Because of the collection, he noticed how 
much grief there is in his work. “None of my 
figures look particularly ecstatic or happy. 
That’s interesting,” he said contemplatively. 
His adult son died a couple of years ago, and 
Reiber made a few pieces right after that. One 
is titled “What the Living Carry.” 

“It’s about that weight the survivors carry,” 
he said. “I think, in retrospect, some of [these 
pieces express] environmental grief that I think 
we all carry, if we’re aware of it or not. Watching 
our world die is a sad thing.” His sculpture, 
“Thou Shall Not Destroy Hope,” speaks to that.

At the Chicago Art Institute, before it offered 
art instruction, Chris Forest was concentrating 
on learning all about theater. “The only art class 
I took there was scene design,” he laughed. 
For five years he was able to see all the art 
exhibits at the institute. It likely set the tone for 
his future artistic expressions. 

In the 1970s Forest was inspired by the silk-
screen design work of American Modernist 
artist Charley Harper and began creating 
designs of his own. At one point he and 
Harper were showing their work in the same 
gallery. “That’s where I sold hundreds of the 
silk-screened cards,” he said. His designs are 
equally as beautiful and fanciful as Harper’s 
and some are gracing the walls in this show. 

When Forest and his wife moved to 
Mendocino County, he started teaching himself 
how to paint with acrylics. “I’m trying to de-
trivialize art. Art is insipid because it’s used so 
widely for just about everything. You look at a 
sunset and say, ‘Oh, my god, it’s so beautiful!’ 
What they don’t say is, ‘There’s pollution 
that’s causing the sunset!’ You leave the dirt 
out of the flower, and admire the flower never 
thinking of the dirt. I want to introduce the dirt,” 
he explained. 

Compelling expressions of the “dirt” are seen 
in his paintings that make up “Picture-Poems 
of Life Outside the Garden.” “The paintings 
that make up ‘Life Outside the Garden,’ for all 
their differences, spring from the same motif – 
the attempt to convey in broad metaphor what 
it feels like, to me, to be alive here and now,” 
he expresses in his artist’s statement. 

He finishes his statement with, “Such is 
the topsy-turvy world explored in this exhibit, 
wherein I offer viewers neither fine art to be 
celebrated nor riddles to be solved, but only 
my uneasy feelings giftwrapped in the poesy 
of paint.”

“Three Divergent Artists” will be showing 
through January 31. The Willits Photo Club 
has new photographs on display in the upstairs 
gallery now through March 31. The WCA is 
located at 71 East Commercial Street. Hours 
are Wednesday through Sunday, 11 am to 5 
pm.

Above: Chris Forest talks about creating his paintings for “Poems of Life Outside the Garden.” 
Below: Rita and Ralph Santos study their friend Chris Forest’s art.

the Willits Center for the Arts where the students could see 
photographs created by local lens people as they listened to 
Willits Community Development Director Dusty Duley welcome 
them to the town and explain plans for the future, including 
strategies for new housing and employment. 

He was followed by the owner of Natural Pigments, George 
O’Hanlon, who gave a short overview of his internationally known 
niche fine art paint business. Next, Noel Woodhouse of North 
Street Collective explained his concept of supporting artists by 
providing them an insular place to create, which has attracted 
painters, photographers and writers from all parts of the country.

The next section was “Mendocino County Tourism as an 
Economic Driver” with Executive Director Travis Scott and 
Partner Relations Director Katrina Kessen of Visit Mendocino, 
speaking on the various aspects and statistics of tourism in the 
county. Following them, Scarlett Trillia, owner and director of 
Red House Coworking Space, led a discussion on the difficulties 
of instituting cannabis tourism.

Lunch was provided at Roots Restaurant at Adventist Health 
Howard Memorial. The attendees expressed their enjoyment 
of the tasty food, much of it grown across the street at the 
Commonwealth Garden, and later were treated to a tour of the 
garden maintained by the Frank R. Howard Foundation. The tour 
was given by Garden Manager Mellisa Bouley.

Next up was a tour of Roots of Motive Power by co-founder 
Chris Baldo who explained the history and purpose of the 
organization and allowed the students to go through an antique 
caboose and other equipment. 

Finally, the Willits tour ended up at the new Northspur Brewery, 
where attendees heard a panel about “Modern Independent 
Journalism” in the county, including Jennifer Poole, editor and 
publisher of Willits Weekly; Alicia Bales, program director at the 

KZYX radio station; and Adrian Fernandez Baumann, managing 
editor of the Mendocino Voice.

It was a long day, filled with vital and fascinating information 
about the county of Mendocino and more specifically, the town 
of Willits. More importantly, it was all information that could be 
used by the motivated future leaders to foment positive change. 

“You just find out about all these little corners of the county that 
you might never go to,” commented Sarah Reith, news reporter 
at KZYX and member of the class. “I’m getting a lot out of this 
program, said Molly Rosenthal from Little River, who works for 
Healthy Mendocino. “There’s a lot of entrepreneurial spirit here. 
I’ve lived in the county for six years and had no idea about some 
of this.” Rosenthal added that she enjoys being able to make 
professional connections with the other students. 

Debra Lennox, an architect from Comptche and president of 
the board at Mendocino Art Center, shared, “I love Leadership 
Mendocino and look forward to it every month. It’s fascinating 
and the people are motivated. I didn’t know half of what was 
here in Willits. Every month I learn something to bring back to 
the board.” 

Imil Ferrara of Covelo has wanted to take the course for years 
and is participating to build relationships. “It is easier to get things 
done when you know people who know how to do things.” 

Maureen Mulheren, Ukiah City Council member and candidate 
for the Second District Supervisor, commented, “I’m learning 
about myself and my leadership style and how to hone that to 
meet different demographics.”

The Leadership Mendocino program’s monthly classes are held 
August through May. Each year up to 30 applicants are accepted. 
Applications are not being accepted yet for next year’s program 
but for general information, visit: www.leadershipmendocino.org. 

January 3
10:26 am: Officers 

responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 100 block 
of Page Court.

7:38 pm: Officers 
initiated a missing person 
investigation in the 1700 
block of South Main Street.

January 5
8:36 am: OLVERA, 

Areli (26) of Willits was 
contacted in the 1700 block 
of South Main Street. She 
was arrested pursuant to 
11377 H&S (Possession 
of Methamphetamine), 
11364 H&S (Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia), and 
on misdemeanor charges 
of disobeying a court 
order and possession of a 
controlled substance.

5:04 pm: Officers 
initiated a missing person 
investigation in the 400 
block of South Main Street.

6:28 pm: LOPEZ, Miguel 
Angel (38) of Willits was 
contacted in the 1700 
block of South Main 
Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 647 (F) PC 
(Public Intoxication) and 
on misdemeanor charges 
of disorderly conduct 
(alcohol).

January 6
12:53 pm: Officers 

initiated a burglary 
investigation in the 100 
block of Bush Street.

3:14 pm: Officers initiated 
a theft investigation in the 
100 block of North Main 
Street.

January 7
12:34 am: PEREZ, 

Jose Miguel (21) of Willits 
was contacted in the 
1700 block of South Main 
Street. He was arrested 
pursuant to 647 (F) PC 
(Public Intoxication), 242 
PC (Battery), 1203.2 PC 
(Violation of Probation), and 
on misdemeanor charges 
of disorderly conduct 
(alcohol).

11:03 pm: TOLBERT, 
Anthony Daniel (31) of 
Laytonville was contacted 
in the 1400 block of South 
Main Street. He was 
arrested pursuant to 647 (F) 
PC (Public Intoxication) and 
on misdemeanor charges 
of disorderly conduct 
(alcohol).

January 8
9:27 pm: Officers 

initiated a missing person 
investigation in the 100 
block of East Commercial 
Street.

January 9
3:47 pm: Officers initiated 

a theft investigation near the 
intersection of Creekside 
Drive and Creekside Court.

6:22 pm: Officers 
initiated a missing person 
investigation in the 400 
block of South Main Street.

January 10
2:04 pm: Officers 

responded to a report of an 
assault in the 400 block of 
McKinley Street.

3:13 pm: Officers initiated 
a theft investigation in the 
800 block of South Main 
Street.

7:18 pm: HENDRY, 
Jimmy Dell (70) of Willits 
was contacted in the 1000 
block of South Main Street. 
He was arrested pursuant 
to 273.6 PC (Violation of a 
Protective Order).

11:33 pm: Officers 
initiated a missing person 
investigation in the 23000 
block of Nutmeg Place.

January 11
12:54 pm: Officers 

initiated a missing person 
investigation in the 100 
block of East Commercial 
Street.

3:41 pm: Officers initiated 
a theft investigation in the 
200 block of South Main 
Street.

4:51 pm: Officers 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1500 block 
of South Main Street.

9:28 pm: FELTON, 
Myles Cameron (33) of 
Willits was contacted in the 
100 block of Manor Way 
following a disturbance. He 
was arrested pursuant to 
243 (E) (1) PC (Domestic 
Battery), 647 (F) PC 
(Public Intoxication), and 
on misdemeanor charges 
of disorderly conduct 
(alcohol).

January 12
8:58 pm: Officers initiated 

a hit-and-run vehicle 
collision investigation in the 
300 block of Coast Street.

expected to be $40 per $100,000 assessed 
value, and the phased approach enables 
trustees to respond to changing economic 
conditions to ensure that the tax rate retain $40 
per $100,000 of assessed value.

Although $17 million is available, the trustees 
do not have to use it all. For example, if state 
funding enabled the district to save enough 
money, the tax burden could go as low as $10 
per $100,000 of assessed value. Third, current 
school board trustees and concerned citizens 
have the benefit of hindsight.

School Board President Alex Bowlds said: 
“With strict public oversight and experience as 
our guide, we will make pragmatic decisions. 
We will seek to hire local vendors to do the 
repairs, and we’ll work with community partners 
who have the students’ and the taxpayers’ best 
interests in mind. Given the condition of our 
schools, it would be irresponsible not to secure 
the funding we need to keep our schools safe 
and in good repair.”

Westerburg agreed and said: “We provide an 
excellent education for our students. While our 
school sites may be old, we can still be proud of 
them and keep them functional and attractive.”

major parties in California (the Democratic Party, American 
Independent Party, and the Libertarian Party) are allowing California’s 
No Party Preference voters the option to vote their party ballots if the 
voter chooses to do so for the Primary Election. 

We mailed out postcards to all “Vote by Mail” voters registered as No 
Party Preference (Decline to State or Non-Partisan) in early December 
asking voters to return the postcard with one of the allowed party 
choices marked by December 27, 2019. 

We have received many of the completed postcards back. If you 
haven’t had a chance to return the postcard yet, please do so at your 
earliest convenience and return it to our office; or you may call our 
office in lieu of returning the postcard. When you call, we will ask you 
to verify specific information related to your voter registration and will 
be able to get you one of the three party ballots. 

The Republican Party, The Green Party, and Peace & Freedom 
Party did not choose to allow NPP voters this option. We do not know 
why these parties did not allow this. If NPP voters would like to vote 
one of these ballots, they need to re-register with that party.

For additional information, questions, or to reply to the postcard, 
please contact the Election / County Clerk’s Office by calling 707-234-
6819.

they will then need to take on the 
responsibility of payroll and HR 
administration for the rest of their 
band.

In many performing arts 
disciplines, such as jazz, 
musicians are constantly 
reconfiguring line-ups, performing 
as sidemen in various bands, and 
as one-time special guests for 
specific performances. 

We will now be obliged to devote 
tremendous time and resources 
to constantly hiring, managing 
and tracking of musicians through 
this cumbersome process. 

AB 5 unnecessarily complicates 
other work arrangements 
found in community cultural 
programming such as small 
festivals, neighborhood street 
fairs, parades, and summer 
music series in our local parks. 

San Jose Jazz is best known for 
producing our large Summer Fest 
which brings tens of thousands of 
visitors and requires hundreds of 
temporary roles to execute. 

The vast majority of previously 
contract work roles will now be 
required to be employees. 

For instance, we are required 
by the City of San Jose to hire 
off-duty police officers through 
their Secondary Employment 
Unit program to ensure a safe 
and well-run festival. Under AB 
5 we will be required to classify 
these moonlighting officers as 
San Jose Jazz employees with 
the attendant oversight and 
administrative requirements. 

Typical of such legislation, 
AB 5 comes with a hefty list of 
exempted categories that are 
a Who’s Who of the politically 
connected and well-funded: 
lawyers, doctors, accountants, 
brokers, builders, and others. 

Actors, choreographers, 
dancers, directors, producers, 

and musicians are among 
numerous roles in the performing 
arts that exhibit a multitude of 
contract work arrangements. 
None of these are exempt from 
AB 5’s rules. 

The cultural sector is full of 
various work arrangements, 
some as employee, others as 
contractor, that have evolved 
over decades to accommodate 
artists’ unique crafts and artistic 
products and services. AB 5 
runs roughshod over all of these 
arrangements.

Beyond the financial, legal and 
administrative mess created by 
AB 5, communities face even 
more profound threats from the 
new law. Segments of our cultural 
and civic life are at risk of going 
out of existence. 

Non-equity theaters, music 
venues and jazz clubs, dance 
companies, small cultural 
festivals of all types face very real 
threats to how they organize their 
work arrangements.

The cavalier approach by 
which Sacramento adopted this 
legislation opened a Pandora’s 
box that will chip away at 
California’s cultural life. 

Perhaps our legislators will 
begin realizing the implications of 
AB 5 when they start organizing 
and staffing their next campaign 
or political rally, and find that they, 
too, must deal with the mess they 
created.
Brendan Rawson is the executive 
director of San Jose Jazz, 
brendann@sanjosejazz.org. 
He wrote this commentary for 
CalMatters.
CalMatters is a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit journalism venture 
committed to explaining how 
California’s state Capitol works 
and why it matters. Visit www.
CalMatters.org to learn more. 
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Jeffery Adkins, MD 

Now welcoming new patients 
707-467-5250 
AHUkiah.org | 248-B Hospital Drive | Ukiah Health | Care | Community

Made for more sightseeing.

Geoffrey Rice, MD Lori Schafer, OD Randall Woesner, MD 

Ophthalmology at 

Meet Our Team

Vision is such a powerful sense. It can bring joy to see the faces of those you love 

and a sense of awe to see the beauty that nature has to offer. From managing mild 

conditions to surgical procedures, our expert team of ophthalmologists are here,  

so you can experience all of life’s greatest joys, because after all, life is worth seeing.  


