
Dave Bixler has owned Garfield Construction since 1998. 
He began his career using stick-frame building methods – 
basically using 2-by milled lumber in framing with 16-inch 
spaces between the 2-by’s. He found himself trying to make 

the structures of wood joined to metal 
stronger. 

“I was always putting notches in the 
plates and screwing and gluing trying to 

make it stronger, stronger, stronger,” 
Bixler said. About nine years ago a 
customer, who’d grown up in upstate 
New York and played in a 200-year-
old timber-framed barn as a kid, 
asked him if he’d be interested in 
building one for him on his property. 
The customer gave Bixler a book and 
asked him if he could build something 
like that. Bixler said, “Yes!” and never 
looked back. 

“I saw a way of building that’s 
better, stronger and longer-lasting,” 
he said. “It made me feel better 
about the bones of the building.” He 
continued, “It’s wood going into wood, connected with wood. 
It’s cool because everything expands and contracts over its 
lifetime.” That doesn’t happen with post and beam nor stick 
framing, where metal is the other element – it doesn’t expand 
and contract at the same rate as wood and this can create 
problems over time.

In conventional building, the thrust of the project is to get 
the structure framed and covered so you can start putting 
your creative details in it. In the timber frame, the structure 
itself is the creative detail. The beautifully crafted joints are 
exposed. Huge beams and braces are often embellished with 
a decorative cut or rounded over. 

Once erected, there’s no hurry to finish the building since 
the frame itself can be in the weather, uncovered, for a long 

time without structural damage. This 
fact gives new home owners time to 
have work done in phases when they 
can afford it or have time to be involved 
in the next part. While unusual, Bixler 
has customers who’ve taken up to 
four years to complete their building 
project.

For many people who enter a timber-
framed building, they experience the 
beauty and warmth of the wood and 
the graceful curves of the braces – the 
diagonal supports from the post to the 
beam – and the embellishments of the 
structural elements. There’s a feeling 
of timeless durability and open space. 

Bixler also sees the craftsmanship. “It’s right on the surface,” 
he said. “You can’t hide it. It’s really quite prominent and will be 
forever. The ability of the person who cut those joints is right 
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Timber Frame Revival
Garfield Construction uses vintage technique to build stronger, 

longer-lasting and beautiful structures

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
ree@willitsweekly.com

Dave Bixler guides 
the crane operator, 
placing the newly 
pegged wall frame 
to its new home.

Photo by  
Bobby Powers

A detail of a new timber-framed building comprised of 
post and beams with graceful braces in the corners.

Photo by Gabe Madrigal
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1094 Locust St., Willits
In-Town Homestead OR Business OR Both!

Nearly an acre on Willits’ westside has a lovely 3 BR/2BA home with shop. Sand-
hedrin Nursery has operated here for 36 years. There’s an Ag well, fruit orchard, 
store that would make a wonderful studio or in-law unit. Can be used as resi-
dential OR commercial/industrial. Magnificent one-of-a-kind property with all 
city utilities available. $498,000.

Bill Barksdale
REALTOR®, GRI
CABRE #01106662

489-2232

MENDO REALTY, INC.

BARK@PACIFIC.NET
OFFICE: 459-8888

Willits Most General Store

Come see our shipment
of large appliances:

Whirlpool - Amana - Maytag
and so much more!

459-2201101 E. Barbara Ln.
Willits, California

Store Open Daily:
9 am to 6 pm

For the best in service,
remember to always insist on

Fidelity National Title

704 E. Perkins Street, Suite D | Ukiah, CA  95482
Ph: (707) 467-9212          Fax: (707) 467-9183

Your Dedicated Escrow Team:
Annette Pearce | Susie Robertson | Denise LaHa

Trusted everywhere,
every day.

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Kent Westwood, Broker 
CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078

Joe Morf, Agent 
CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

“Zillow Premier Agents”

Redwood Meadows is an active independent
senior community featuring 101 apartment 
homes, primarily a mix of one and two bedroom 
apartments which are single story 4-plex
cottage-type set amongst seven acres of park like 
landscaping.
We are a smoke-free and pet friendly community. 
We boast a community center where activities
are held like card games, Bingo, birthdays and
socials. We also have a barbecue area for
residents to get together for social functions.
Redwood Meadows is conveniently located
adjacent to the William F. Harrah Senior Center 
with a thrift store, cafeteria and taxi service, and 
Howard Memorial Hospital is just blocks away.

1475 BAECHTEL ROAD
WILLITS, CA 95490

707-459-1616
MON-FRI 10:00-4:00

REALTOR  /  CalBRE #01139481 ® 
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36 South Street   Willits CA 95490 
Office: 707-459-6175    VM: 707-467-3692 
Cell: 707-354-1950     Fax: 707-472-2592 

madrigalsal@comcast.net 
www.realtyworldselzer.com 
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in your face for the entire life of the timber 
frame ... which is really cool. There’s not 
another structural part of building that gets 
that luxury.” 

“What people don’t [understand] is the 
whole process is a church-like love affair,” 
continued Bixler. “I get these units of wood 
come in. They’re raw. And I spread out all my 
timbers on the crib beams and get to start 
lookin’ at them, and I go: ‘This one’s grain’s 
gorgeous, it’s gonna be super strong. Let’s 
put it in the rear. This one’s got a couple of 
problems. It’s got a really big knot here. Let’s 
use it as a post. This one has really interesting 
grain. Let’s put it over the kitchen because 
she’s going to stare at it every day. This one 
I’m not quite sure about. Let’s decide on that 
later.’ I pick it all out and – it may sound stupid, 
but you get a relationship with the beams and 
you get to decide which ones will go where.” 

Bixler explained with pride that the other 
carpenters in the crew who work with the 
wood are just as intimately connected to the 
wood and project as he is. 

Then it’s time to take the joints apart, load 
the timbers and supports on the trailer, and 
get the crane and crew to the building site 
where the structure will probably be erected 
in a day. Usually the new home owner is on 
site for the awesome event. And now it’s the 
wow factor for the customer who hasn’t seen 
any of the preparations in the shop.

Imagine the guys on the beams with 
hand tools pounding pegs and joints in 
place with huge wooden mallets, making 
slight adjustments with chisels, and fitting 
the braces in place. You hear the mallets 
hitting pegs and timbers while the guys call 
back to one another and breezes rustle tree 
branches. 

It all magically comes together because the 
pegged wooden pieces had been living jointly, 
expanding and contracting for months. From 
that point forward it’s up to the customer as 
to how soon they’d like to finish the building. 
In the end they’ll have more than a house. 
They’ll have an heirloom home, built with 
exceptional care to live in and pass on to 
many generations in the future.

Bixler is self-taught, teaches his crews, 
and has read all the books in his extensive 
library on timber framing. He also collected 
the necessary tools for the New England-
style timber-framed buildings he constructs. 
Garfield Construction is only one of maybe 
six timber-framing businesses in California.

Visit their Facebook page, “Garfield 
Construction Timber Frame Revival,” or call 
707-841-7429 for more info. 

From Page RE1
The rest of

Timber

Above, from top: Sitting amongst the bones of a new timber 
frame is Dave Bixler, owner of Garfield Construction in Willits. 
Redwood beams crafted in Garfield Construction’s shop 
on Highway 20 in Willits will be joined in the shop. A photo 
showing creative detail possibilities like utilizing an actual tree 
as a support post.
At right, from top: One of the many advantages of timber-frame 
construction is the quiet atmosphere of the building site. Mostly 
hand tools are used in erecting the building. A room in a newly 
completed New England-style timber-framed home by Garfield 
Construction. Notice the gentle curves of the braces and old-
world feel of the beams and windows, along with the warmth 
of the wood. Working in the shop to craft the components of a 
timber-framed building saves time and money. Carpenters are 
able to lay down their tools at the end of the day and pick up 
where they left off the next morning.  A model showing a typical 
New England-style timber-frame buildings.

Photos by Ree Slocum, Gabe Madrigal, and Dave Bixler

Reprinted with permission from the 1988 book “The Architectural Heritage of Willits,”  
by Nelson A. Streib and Susan Pritchard, commissioned by the City of Willits. 

Now & Then
266 School Street - built circa 1902
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Wonderful in-town location. Close to
shopping, public transportation, downtown 
shops, movies, and dining. Clean and
comfortable, 2 bedroom, 1 bath home
featuring an expansive backyard, large
covered patio, and attached, 2 car garage.

$250,000

There is nothing to do but move in. You’ll 
love this sweet Craftsman and its easy open 

floor plan with two bedrooms, and a beautiful 
kitchen. Enjoy the sunny backyard with plenty 

of space to garden and storage for your yard 
tools. Plus you can walk to town!

$284,900

Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money

Loans
Investor

opportunities
 (707) 462-8622  (707) 459-2330 

redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Independently
Owned & Operated 

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street.  Willits, CA 95490

Lee Persico
CalBRE #00446837

707-459-5389
cbmrwillits@pacific.net

Bill Barksdale
CalBRE #01106662

707-489-2232
bark@pacific.net

Tara Moratti
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389
tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
CalBRE #01712217

707-484-6489
roxanne@getmendohomes.com

Patsy Broeske
CalBRE #01949646

707-841-8053
patsy.broeske@coldwellbanker.com

Randa Craighead
CalBRE #01971901

707-841-7778
mrcraighead@comcast.net

Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844

707-354-2301
nf@coldwellbanker.com

Michelle Goforth
CalBRE #01461392

707-841-7409
isellwillits@ymail.com

Karena Jolley
CalBRE #01482063

707-354-2999
karena.jolley@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com

MENDO REALTY, INC.
MENDOCINO COUNTY’S

PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

Numerous ranches for Sale
in Mendocino and Sonoma Counties.

Many with Owner Financing.
Mendocino County:

400 ACRES SPYROCK ROAD Five Legal Parcels. Ponds, roads, some of the
nicest property on Spyrock. $1.5 million OMC
40 ACRES BELL SPRINGS ROAD 1 bdrm Ranch House, also an additional 
cabin. Huge pond, solar, great hunting and � shing ranch. $499,000 OMC
160 ACRES NORTH OF WILLITS Newer 2,400 sq. ft. home, 4 cabins, 3
yurts, two ponds. Too much to list. Call for more information. $1 million OMC
47 ACRES REYNOLDS HWY., WILLITS Great ranch house, barn, pond,
spring. Great views. zoned AG40 mostly � at ground. $679,000 OMC
115 ACRES 5 MIN. FROM WILLITS Zoned 5 acre min. Two wells, huge
spring. No easements thru ranch. Next to KOA campground $1,295,000 OMC
40 ACRES SKYVIEW ROAD, WILLITS Great well, large outbuilding, garden 
site. Private. $350,000 OMC
40 ACRES Home, power, Shimmins Ridge Road. 20 minutes from Willits. 
$450,000 OMC
13 ACRES, MOUNTAIN VIEW RD., BOONVILLE Few minutes from town.
Home, permitted garden site, great well, $995,000 OMC
185 ACRES ROBINSON CREEK RD., UKIAH 900 sq. ft. ranch house, barn,
power. 15 minutes from Ukiah. $695,000 OMC
46 ACRES McNAB RANCH, UKIAH 2 bdrm., one bath custom home. Year 
around creek, pond, newer outbuilding, garden, private. $525,000 OMC
COMING SOON! 10 ACRES POTTER VALLEY Located on the Eel River.
Home, shop, numerous outbuildings, behind locked gate, green house, private.

CHARLES QUINNELLY
707-533-0001

CalBRE #01207431

SABRINA PORTER
707-350-1438

CalBRE #02034468

Online: 
www.basroofing.com 

Email:
basroofing@live.com

    W.C. & G.L. insured Ca. Lic # 927007       

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Serving areas of Mendocino, 
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Residential & Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

Property Feature: 

2256 Salmon Drive, Willits

David Palma
Offered for sale by

Price: $349,000
MLS Number: 21722882

Unlimited possibilities! Completely redone tri-level home with 2 bedrooms and 2 baths, totaling roughly 
1,350 square feet, on a .82 acre parcel. Located in a very private area with no neighbors on three sides 
of this combined lot. Decking surrounds the middle level with private access from both bedrooms and 
living area. This home is very elegant with vaulted ceilings, lots of natural light, and top-notch amenities. 
Detached building perfect for studio.

Offered for sale by  
David Palma (License: 01938792)

Agent at 
Palma Properties, Inc. (License: 01845743)

Contact:  
707-391-9011 / www.palmaprop.com 

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

The right time to 
start working with an 

accountant 
Hello, here we are in 2018, and the rainy season has arrived!
I hope your holidays were filled with fun and quality time with family, 

chosen family and friends.
As we approach the tax-prep window, you may be asking: When is the 

right time to start working with an accountant? 
I get this question, often.
There are good reasons for hiring 

someone to help you be wise with your 
personal and / or company money. In 
an accountant’s world, there is no such 
thing as one year being the same as 
the next – there are marriages, births, 
separations – there are new businesses 
started, a biz partner or investor added, 
a unit sold….

You should be consulting with an 
accountant If you own real estate and 
/ or own a business. You likely do not 
need a full-time person but a few hours 

a quarter could go a long way toward:
• Saving you time and money
• Helping you grow
• Reducing stress
• Making you more efficient and sane
You may feel you can’t afford an accountant. However, your skills may 

be better targeted toward other parts of your business…. If you’ve always 
filed your taxes it may be tough to hand the task over. Sometimes all I 
do is take a quarterly look at a client’s ledgers, books, Quickbooks, etc.

When every dollar counts and how you spend your money matters. 
An experienced accountant will help you keep tabs on your finances and 
guide you through tax time, making sure you do not pay a penny more 
than you owe. 

I am an accountant certified as an Enrolled Agent (EA). Each month I 
am in training, learning about the changes in the federal, state and local 
tax code. Not only do I offer advice on strategies to minimize the taxes 
you’ll owe, I guide on matters of tax compliance and make sure you meet 
all your necessary obligations in the (ever-changing) tax landscape. 

Please, PLEASE give a call if taking this step is something you’d like 
to explore.
Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a financial advisor. His 
firm, NC Financial Group, is a wealth management firm serving individual 
clients as well as small-to-medium-sized businesses. Client work 
includes personal and corporate taxes, investment planning, insurance, 
and real estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits office is located at 675 
South Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.
com (taxes) or Nicholas.Casagrande@Ceterafs.com (investments) for 
more information.

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist

With all the cold nights recently across the North 
Coast, Pacific Gas & Electric Company is urging 
customers to be cautious when heating their homes.

Electric heating devices, such as space heaters, 
are a home fire hazard when not properly used or 
monitored. Fuel-burning appliances, such as gas 
furnaces, stoves and water heaters, can increase 
the risk of carbon monoxide, a toxic gas, when they 
are not working properly.

“We want our customers to be warm this winter, 
but most importantly we want them to be safe. High 
levels of carbon monoxide can be generated by 
appliances that are defective or improperly installed 
or maintained. That is why it’s very important to 
have your gas appliances checked before every 
winter to ensure they are working properly,” said 
Carl Schoenhofer, senior manager for PG&E’s 
Humboldt Division, which includes Mendocino and 
Lake counties.

PG&E encourages their gas customers to 
schedule free gas appliance safety checks through 
the company’s customer service helpline at 1-800-
743-5000. If you have gas, and not propane, 
our gas service representatives (GSRs) will test 
carbon monoxide detector batteries and expiration 
dates, relight furnace pilots, and check gas stoves, 
fireplaces and water heaters at no cost to the 
customer.

According to the National Fire Protection 
Association, heating equipment is the second 
leading cause of home fires in the United States. 
Nearly half of these fires occur from December 
through February. The leading contributing factors 
to space heater fires are heating equipment too 
close to objects that can burn, such as furniture, 
clothing, mattresses or bedding, and leaving heating 
equipment unattended.

PG&E urges customers to focus on safely heating 
their homes as temperatures dip and offers the 
following tips:

• Place space heaters on level, hard, nonflammable 
surfaces, not on rugs or carpets. 

• Don’t put objects on space heaters or use them 
to dry clothes or shoes. 

• Turn off space heaters when leaving the room or 
going to sleep.

• Keep all flammable materials at least 3 feet 
away from heating sources and supervise children 
when a space heater or fireplace is being used.

• Never use cooking devices such as ovens or 
stoves for home heating purposes.

• Install carbon monoxide detectors to warn 
you if concentration levels are high. As of 2011, 
all California single-family homes are required to 
have carbon monoxide detectors. Make sure they 
are installed near sleeping areas and replace the 
batteries at least twice a year. 

• When using the fireplace to stay warm, make 
sure the flue is open so that the byproducts of 
combustion can vent safely through the chimney. 

• Never use products inside the home that 
generate dangerous levels of carbon monoxide, 
such as generators, barbecues, propane heaters 
and charcoal.

If customers suspect there is a problem with 
a natural gas appliance inside their home, they 
should call PG&E at 1-800-743-5000. A gas service 
representative will be dispatched to do a thorough 
inspection. If you detect carbon monoxide in your 
home, you should get out immediately and call 911.

– submitted by PG&E, North Bay,  
Sonoma & Humboldt Divisions

PG&E offers free gas appliance safety 
checks and heating safety tips
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Property Feature: 
 76498 Main Street, Covelo

Barbara Mercer
Offered for sale by

Price: $299,000
MLS Number: 21712169

Beautifully kept 1,200-square-foot, 2 
bedroom, 1 bath vintage home originally built 
in 1897. Yard features stunning flowering 
bushes, old healthy trees, and total privacy, 
all located at the end of a one-block street. 

Rare, large and beautiful .48-acre property 
in the town of Covelo. Excellent well. Zoned 
for both residential and light commercial use.

Offered for sale by  
Barbara J Mercer  

(Licence: 01867232)
Agent at Realty World-Selzer Realty 

(Licence: 01214699)
Contact: 707-489-2922 

Deluxe Duplex 
for Sale by Owner / Builder

These 2 BD. 2 BA units with laundry room and 
garage have been impeccably maintained by 

owner / builder and are in like-new condition.  All 
appliances included. Central heat and air, fenced 
back yard.  New exterior paint.  Great Brooktrails 

location.  $375,000.

  Call 707-354-4395 for all the info.

$375,000

NOW OFFERING
SEAMLESS
ALUMINUM
GUTTERS

real roofing done once.
done right. 

Dunlap

CA. Lic. #806498

462-ROOF

Now Serving:
Quiches • Savory Pies • Sweet Pies

Hot Coffee and Free WIFI
available Monday-Friday.

Call ahead for special orders.

Call 707-367-5498 or stop in at
299 E. Commercial Street in Willits, CA

Selzer Realty
551 South Orchard Avenue

Ukiah, CA 95472

“If it matters to you,
it matters to me.”

Natalie Higley
Realty World Selzer Realty
Cell Phone: 831.262.8705
nhigleyrealtor@gamil.com
www.natalierealtor.com
CalBRE #02018624

JUST REDUCED $200,000!

16 Units; 4 4-Plexes
Each unit:

3 bed. + 1 bath + single garage + fenced yard
four 4-plexes • each unit rents for $1,100 • on-site management

NEW LIST PRICE $2,100,000
Nick Andresen
Coldwell Banker

165 First St.
Petaluma, CA 94952

(707) 769-4303
CalBRE #01908304

nikrealtor1@aol.com

COLUMN | How’s the Market?

How to hire a Realtor
I’ve talked about the many benefits of why you should consider hiring a Realtor if you 

plan to buy or sell a home. What I neglected to mention was how to hire a Realtor. Like 
anything, if you’ve never done it before, it’s hard to be an expert.

Briefly, here’s a reminder on why to hire a Realtor.
• Licensed real estate agents have a fiduciary responsibility 

to deal honestly and in the best interest of the principal (you) 
– this is not just an ethical responsibility, it’s a legal one. 

• Win-Win. It’s in your Realtor’s best interest to help you 
meet your goal, because Realtors only get paid if you get 
what you want: a completed transaction.  

• Realtors know their stuff and can save you time and 
money. Just ask people in the industry, because they hire 
Realtors.  Even lenders and people in related industries with 
the knowledge to do the work themselves feel it’s worthwhile 
to hire Realtors. I’m a broker, and when I want to list or buy 
property, I use a Realtor other than myself.

So, how can you pick a good Realtor? First, talk to your 
friends and neighbors to find out who they’ve used and would recommend, and maybe 
more importantly, whether there is anyone they would not recommend. Ask your 
insurance agent, your accountant, your attorney and your local banker, too. These 
professionals understand the economics of real estate and are likely to have a valuable 
opinion on the subject.

The Realtor you ultimately choose needs to be someone with whom you can have 
a personal and a business relationship. It’s critically important that your search not be 
a popularity contest, because we’re talking about dealing with hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. 

Before you pick up the phone to talk to any of the potential Realtors on your list, 
make sure they have integrity, a good reputation, and are well-connected to all kinds 
of information. By the end of the interview, you should be really comfortable (hopefully 
even impressed) with answers to these questions.

• Does their communication style work for you? Do they use all the communication 
tools you like (e.g., cell phone, text, email, even that old-fashioned standby, face-to-
face)? Are they available on weekends or during evenings? How long do they usually 
take to respond to questions?

• Do they have the expertise to meet your needs? When measuring expertise, 
pay attention to years and type of experience, as well as professional designations 
as Realtor (instead of simply real estate agent). Some Realtors even have additional 
education like GRI (Graduate, Realtor Institute) or CRS (Certified Residential 
Specialist). 

• Do they have the capacity to take you on as a client? Although the Realtor may 
have wonderful credentials, it is important to find out about their current workload. Can 
they give you the time and attention you need to buy or sell a property on your timeline?

• Do they have the technical tools and support to do the job right? In this world 
of constant communication and electronic marketplaces, can your Realtor excel? Does 
their real estate brokerage have a mobile app? Do they have access to support staff 
and a 24-hour answering service? Do they have a robust website, blog and social 
media presence? Do they have access to the Multiple Listing Service (MLS)? Are they 
affiliated with a franchise that provides marketing exposure through extensive online 
networks? Are they part of a company where managers and / or brokers are available 
to answer questions? 

In addition to answering all these questions to your satisfaction, was the Realtor 
organized? If you plan to list your house for sale, did the Realtor come with a marketing 
plan, a market value analysis of your property, and information about themselves and 
their company? If you want to buy a home, did the Realtor review prospective contracts 
and walk you through what to expect at each point in the buying process?

If you responded positively to all these questions, you’re probably in great shape. 
When it’s all said and done, the Realtor you choose should be someone you trust and 
get along with, and someone who has the expertise, capacity, and company support to 
accomplish your objectives.

If you have questions about real estate or property management, please contact 
me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com or visit www.realtyworldselzer.com. If I use your 
suggestion in a column, I’ll send you a $5 gift card to Roland’s Bakery. If you’d like to 
read previous articles, visit my blog at www.richardselzer.com.
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the business for more than 40 
years.

Richard Selzer
Columnist


