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Past Presidents of 
 Willits Frontier Days

Welcome to the 95th Annual Willits 
Frontier Days! I would like to welcome 
each and every one of you to this 
year’s Fourth of July events – we’re 
excited to be back and celebrating 
this year after a quiet 2020. 
These great events would not 
happen year after year without the 
volunteers and the generosity of our 

community. Hope your visit with us is 
not only entertaining, but memorable. 
We can’t wait to see you at all the 
upcoming events. 
I personally would like to thank my 
family, Marcy and Danielle Barry, for 
hanging in there with me – you guys 
are my rock. Thank you again for all 
the continued support.

Program cover, content and design:  
Maureen Jennison, Marcy Barry and Karen Cavanaugh   

Program printing: Western Web  
Distribution by: Willits Weekly, inserted in June 17, 2021 edition  

Photography: Maureen Jennison (unless otherwise noted)  
Photo Galleries: http://photographress.zenfolio.com/willitsfrontierdays

President’s
Message

Fred Barry

Above: Willits Frontier Days President, Fred Barry. Below, right: The Barry 
family: Danielle, Fred and Marcy Barry.
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Friday, June 18:
HOMETOWN CELEBRATION:   

5 to 9 p.m. | Main Street – Downtown Willits | Free

Saturday, June 19:
SWEETHEART JUDGING:  

TBA | Appearance & Poise

Sunday, June 20: 
HORSE SHOW:   

8 a.m. | Jack Tharp Arena | Free

SWEETHEART JUDGING:  
Horsemanship:  During Horse Show 

Jack Tharp Arena

NATIONAL ANTHEM:  
12 p.m. | Rodeo Grounds | Free

 Friday, June 25:
CARNIVAL:  

Next to Rodeo Grounds  

TRUCK PULLS:  
6 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena | $20/Adults, $10/Kids (5-12)

STREET DANCE:  
with Flat Busted 

Following Truck Pulls | Rodeo Grounds | Free

Saturday, June 26: 
SWEETHEART CROWNED:  

Rodeo Grounds

Friday, July 2: 
JUNIOR RODEO “Under the Lights”:  

3 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena | $15/Adults, Kids free

Saturday, July 3:
LIONS COWBOY BREAKFAST:  

7 a.m. - 11 p.m. | Rec Grove Park | $15/Adults, $10/Kids (5-12)

CCPRA PROFESSIONAL RODEO:   
7 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena | $20/Adults, $10/Kids (5-12)

WESTERN DANCE:  
with Chad Bushnell 

Following CCPRA Rodeo | Rodeo Grounds | Free

Sunday, July 4: 
HORSESHOE CONTEST:  
10 a.m. | Rec Grove Park | Free

MAIN STREET PARADE  
“There's No Place Like Home”:   

11 a.m. | Main Street – Downtown Willits | Free

BEEF BARBECUE:   
12 p.m. | Rec Grove Park   

$25/Adults, $15/Kids (5-12)

COUNTRY MUSIC 
RODEOLA:  

12 p.m. | Rec Grove Park | Free

CCPRA PROFESSIONAL 
RODEO:  

4 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena 
$20/Adults, $10/Kids (5-12)

Entry forms and additional information online:

www.WillitsFrontierDays.com

In 1926, the Willits Development Association 
came up with the idea of sponsoring a commu-
nity activity to raise funds for the construction 
of a much-needed hospital. Through the efforts 
of many prominent citizens, including Dr. Ray-
mond Babcock, Frank Taft, Judge E.M. Whit-
ney, Judge Fred Foord, Deed Wimmer, Frank 
and Bill Whitney, Joe Quadrio, Edward Morris, 
Carl Edenfeldt, Allen Sacry and the American 
Legion Post, a plan was hatched, and the first 
Willits Frontier Days Rodeo occurred in July 
1927.
Coincidentally, at this same time, Frank R. 
Howard, the young son of Charles S. Howard, 
owner of Ridgewood Ranch and champion 
racehorse Seabiscuit, was injured in an auto-
mobile accident at the ranch. The boy’s doctor, 
Dr. Babcock, approached Howard about erect-
ing a hospital in Willits in memory of young 
Frank, who did not survive the fatal crash. Mr. 
Howard agreed and decided to build the Frank 
R. Howard Memorial Hospital shortly thereaf-
ter.
Even though the original idea of having a rodeo 
to fund construction of a hospital was no lon-
ger necessary, the American Legion decided to 
carry on with their plans for the event anyway.
The celebration was an instant success, and 

the American Legion 
ran the show until 
1932, when the Wil-
lits Volunteer Fire 
Department accepted 
the leadership role. 
Looking to the future, 
the fire department 
borrowed money to 
improve the rodeo 
grounds by having 
individual volunteer 
firefighters sign prom-
issory notes.
The Willits Frontier 
Days Association was 
born and incorporated 
in 1950, when a group 
of local businessmen 
and ranchers took 
over the proverbial 
“reins” of the event. The continuity of Willits 
Frontier Days has remained unbroken since 
1926.
As a non-profit organization, Willits Frontier 
Days still operates as it did in the beginning, 
with no associated individual or organization 
getting any financial reward. Residents and 
clubs work together to put on the events and 

decide together how to spend the profits of 
each show to benefit our community.
Interested in getting involved and helping the 
tradition of Willits Frontier Days con-
tinue into the future? Call 707-459-
6330 or email us at: willitsfrontier-
days@gmail.com for information on 
joining.

Executive Board:
Back row: June Sizemore, left, and Willie 
England. Front row, from left: Tracy LeGris, 
Fred Barry and Marcy Barry.

Board of Directors: 
From back row, left: Tylor Yadon, Earl 
Rambauth, Jeff Cook, and Matt Harbor. Front 
row, from left: Karen Cavanaugh, Lee Persico, 
Alexis England, Deanna Rutledge and Bruce 
Cartwright. Not pictured: Hailey Riley and Rick 
Crowder.

At left: 

Below:

WFD 
crew

2021

Photos by Maureen Jennison
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1-800-922-8742 | TriCountiesBank.com

Branches throughout Northern and Central California.

In Willits:
255 S. Main Street
(707) 459-5581

Member FDIC

Tri Counties Bank is proud to 
support Willits Frontier Days.

Building strong 
communities.

Sweetheart
Contestant

Remembering 
Ron Moorhead

Claire Case-Brackett

Fifth-generation Willits High School graduate, 
member of the graduating class of 2021, soon-
to-be freshman at the University of Arizona, 
Regional officer for the Future Farmers of 
America North Coast Region, and typical 
horseback-riding 17-year-old, Claire Case-
Brackett, has recently added another item to 
her plate: running for the title of Willits Frontier 
Days Sweetheart for 2021.
With COVID putting a halt on the traditional 
events last year, no contest was held for a 
2020 Sweetheart. 2019’s winner, Jaden Doak, 
held the title again for 2020, but Case-Brackett 
is excited to be participating in the contest this 
year, as we emerge from the COVID era and 
complications.
“I’m happy to have the opportunity to run for 
Sweetheart, and it’s something I’ve wanted to 
do since I was young – even within the times 
of COVID,” said Case-Brackett. “I’m excited to 
promote the sport of rodeo, especially as we 
are able to get out and do more events.”
Case-Brackett has also been enjoying 

rodeoing as a District 2 member through the 
California High School Rodeo Association’s 
events, including cutting, poles and barrel 
racing, the first two of which she placed first 
in her district. She also rides horses in local 
shows and is a member of the Willits Junior 
Horsemen’s Association. She is the current 
Willits High School Associated Student Body 
president and member of the Willits FFA, 
where she held a president title previously, 
as well as having played on the Willits High 
School volleyball and basketball teams.
After graduation, Case-Brackett plans on 
attending the University of Arizona, where she 
will study ag business and economics. She 
plans to use those skills to manage ag event 
centers. She hopes to travel as well.
To help her earn the title of Sweetheart, Case-
Brackett needs to sell tickets to Willits Frontier 
Days events, and this year, it seems like 
it might be a little more hectic than in years 
past as everyone is antsy to get back to doing 
fun things – including attending the rodeos, 

barbecue, Hometown Celebration, parade 
and more during the 4th of July.
Case-Brackett has tickets to all the events, 
however, there are limited quantities this year 
to help ensure a safe experience for all. If 
you’re interested in tickets, the best way is to 
call Case-Brackett directly at 707-510-9816, 
or catch her at any of the local upcoming 
events like the Memorial Day Car Show, some 
baseball games and other events around 
town. Tickets started being available on May 
10, and she will be able to sell until June 24. 
Out-of-towners, or those preferring to, can pay 
by card over the phone for tickets, too.
“I’m looking forward to honoring our Willits 
Frontier Days tradition this year, all while 
respecting others and staying safe this 4th of 
July!” said Case-Brackett.
See schedule and prices below, and 
for more information, check out www.
WillitsFrontierDays.com

Originally published 
in Willits Weekly May 20, 2021

Photos by Maureen Jennison

Photos by 
Maureen 
Jennison

Ronald Clair Moorhead, 72, of Willits, 
peacefully passed away on Thursday, 
February 4 in the comfort of his home 
with his wife, Cathy, by his side.
Ron lived in Willits for 40 years, was a 
volunteer and board member of Willits 
Frontier Days, and participated in the 
Ukiah Gun Club, helped organize the 
annual Memorial Day Car Show, the 
Hometown Celebrations, and much 
more.
Much of his time was also spent at the 
Willits Chamber of Commerce, serving 
as the executive director, the president, 
and as a member of the board of direc-
tors for over 30 years.
The Willits Chamber of Commerce 
became the first chamber in the na-
tion, under Ron’s tutelage, to become 

a member of the Business Alliance for 
Local Living Economies (BALLE) in 
2006. Ron also worked with Ridgewood 
Ranch and the Mendocino County Mu-
seum to have the chamber promote 
the Seabiscuit legacy, helping orga-
nize walking tours, and co-hosting the 
west coast and hometown premieres of 
“Seabiscuit.”
During his time working on the Seabis-
cuit project, Ron fell in love with the 
beauty of Ridgewood Ranch. So, it only 
made sense that years later, when he 
found the love of his life, Cathy Sand-
ers, they would be married at this very 
ranch. Ron and Cathy were married in 
2015 under a beautiful old-growth red-
wood in the company of beloved family 
and friends.
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Mike Mora passed away peace-
fully at home on January 31, 2021 
after a 4-year battle with cancer. 
Mike was born on August 19, 1953 
in Scotia, CA. He was taken home 
to Holmes Flat until the 1955 flood 
moved the family to Newburg, 
where he grew up.
In 1996 Mike and long-time friend Lou Bugenig started the West Coast 
Rodeo Company. They produced many rodeos throughout California 
and were known to have some of the best stock on the west coast. 
Mike loved traveling to rodeos and making a bunch of lifetime friends 

along the way. Their first Willits 
Frontier Days event was in July 
of 1997 and had continued every 
year since. 
Willits Frontier Days family will 
miss him.  We wish well to the en-
tire Mora Family and thank them 
for the many years of great rodeo 
in Willits.
Mike was extremely proud that 
his 3 sons were continuing the 
Mora family tradition of ranching 
becoming the 5th generation of 
Moras to ranch in California – 
with the 6th generation following 
in their boot steps.

From-the-Sea Combination Plates
Stuffed Potatoes & Pasta Dishes Appetizers, Burgers & Tacos

1661-D S. Main Street - Willits, CA

Mon - Sat: 11 am - 8 pm and Sun: 11 am - 7 pm

459-3105

Rio’s Fish & Chips

Top 
Hand

Bruce Cartwright

Award Sponsor: The Barry family

Dennis Rohrs was a perfect example 
of a volunteer for Willits Frontier 
Days. Sitting on a tailgate one spring 
evening in 1985, he was convinced 
to “stop on by the rodeo grounds 
– you might find a project you like 
working on!“ Sure enough, his big 
blue truck swung through the gate – 

the beginning of a long relationship with the organization.
Evenings after work, weekends (sometimes all day both days) – he 
drove in the grounds and started in on a project. Like most volunteers, 
Dennis had no intention of seek-
ing a leadership role with the 
group – nevertheless, he did 
answer the call and served as 
President of Willits Frontier Days 
for one two-year term.
Dennis worked alongside Rick 
Crowder; Doug Goss; Dan Pi-
non; Don Norred; Don Jerome, 
and host of volunteers in the 80’s 
and 90’s – rebuilding the rodeo 
office in the front of the grounds, 
repairing and rebuilding cor-
rals and multiple other projects. 
The friendships that developed 
through the association were be-
loved and long lasting.

Remembering
Mike Mora & Dennis Rohrs

Photos by Maureen Jennison

Submitted photos

Bruce Cartwright has been a volunteer with Willits Fron-
tier Days for several years, and has signed on to be one 
of the club’s Board of Director Members for the past few 
years as well.
If the gates to the grounds are open, you can usually find 
him working around the yard, weedeating, building some-
thing or organizing. No project is too big or small! 
Bruce was a big part of building the new margarita booth 
this year, as well as replacing the bleacher boards. Wil-
lits Frontier Days crew would like him to know how much 
we really appreciate him. Thank you, Bruce! We’re so 
pleased to honor you with this award. 
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Heritage Award
Rod Cavanaugh

Award Sponsor: Harrah Industries

1718 S. Main St. | Willits, CA 95490
(707) 456-0400 | 7am - 10pm Every Day!

Willits

40-70%* Savings
on groceries every day!

*Compared to traditional grocery stores.

Willits Frontier Days is proud to name Rod Cavanaugh as the 2021 Heritage 
Award Winner. Rod was selected for the Heritage Award this year because 
of his countless years of service, Rod has been a part of the Frontier Days 
Rodeos and Events close to 30 plus years.
Rod is a born native to Willits and still lives in the house he was brought home 
from the hospital in to Helen and Charles Cavanaugh in 1961 and he just 
celebrated his 60th birthday this year.  Rod started his career as a mechanic 
here at 3B Auto, then to Blaze Chevrolet and then onto McConnell Chevrolet in 
Healdsburg for 12+ years.  Rod then made a move closer to home at Thurston 
Auto Plaza as a service manager.  He now works for Cal Fire as their fleet 
manager in Sonoma-Lake-Napa Counties.
Rod is looking forward to retirement with his wife Karen soon and spending 
more time with their granddaughter Isabella Rose.  Rod has two children An-
drew and Ashley and son-n-law Troy Christensen.  
“Willits Frontier Days is a big part of our community and he has enjoyed help-
ing all these years.”  Rod attributes these 30+ years to great friends and fellow 
volunteers, which has kept Willits Frontier Days going. He looks forward to one 
day getting to actually sit down and watch the events in the near future.

Photos by Maureen Jennison

™

WE ARE GROW WEST™

Grow West™ is a company formed through 
collaboration and partnership of its two major 
founding members, Colusa County Farm Supply and 
The Lyman Group, Inc. With roots beginning in 1954, 
the company has evolved and grown from a single 
location to operations encompassing 15 locations and 
supporting 6 Joint Ventures.

WE SERVICE
n  Conventional Farming

n  Organic Farming

n  Sustainable Farming

Grow West™ offers:
n Consulting Packages

n Seed Sales & Recs

n Crop Protection Products

n Fertilizer and Fertility 
Products, Dry & Liquid

n Vineyard, Livestock, Farm & 
Ranch Supply

n Financing Programs

n Lab Analysis

n Livestock Feeds

n Pumps, Tanks & Fittings

n Water Testing & Treatment

n Weather Monitoring Network

GrowWest.com
Learn more at:

LOCATIONS
LAKEPORT
707-279-4654

SONOMA
707-939-1820

GEYSERVILLE
707-433-7035

UKIAH 
707-462-1492

UKIAH - Organics 
707-468-8154 or find us on    
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excellent, one-of-a-kind service by a locally owned business

Computer Color Matching, Airless Paint Sprayer Rentals
Power Washer Rentals and so much more!

We match
paint

AND PRICES!
Bring in a competitor’s ad and we will 

match prices on like items!

PROTOOLS 10  *  24 Fader D-Command Console 
12-Core Processing  *  Complete Mercury Plug In Package

Full Arranging & Producing Services  *  OZONE Mastering Suite
"Hammond B-3 * Charming Spacious Piano Suite * Grand Piano * Inspiring View 

Live Sound Reinforcement Featuring:
VDOSC  *  dvDOSC  *  ARCS  *  XT115 Hi-Q

Analog and Digital Consoles  *  Lighting  *  Fairs  *  Concerts  *  Motorola RadiosAnalog and Digital Consoles  *  Lighting  *  Fairs  *  Concerts  *  Motorola Radios

Audio Consulting

Call KEITH 707-263-3038  LAKE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
GREAT RATES  *  No Project too Large or too Small

Grand Marshal
Chris Baldo

Award Sponsor: Phil & Kathy ShusterPhotos by Maureen Jennison

Chris Baldo moved to Willits in 1976, where he started Willits Redwood Com-
pany with his business partner Bruce Burton. 
He was a volunteer Fireman at Little Lake Fire Department for over 26 years, 
where he served as a Captain as well as association president for several years. 
In the 80’s he coached youth soccer. Instead of coaching the same age group 
every year, he enjoyed following the same group of kids as they progressed in 
age and skill level. 
In 1982,  he was one of the founding members of Roots of Motive Power. It 
began as a loosely organized group of friends in the timber industry who shared 
a love of local history and the antique machinery that shaped it. He is still an 
active member today and Roots has grown into a major attraction in Willits. He’s 
written several articles for the Roots newsletter “The Highline.” 
Preserving history of this area and the timber industry is one of his life long 
passions. He has served as the President of the Redwood Region Logging 
Conference as well as the Log Grading and Scaling Bureau. 
These days he prefers to spend his spare time with his amazing partner Wendy 
and their dog, Heisler, at their Rancho Baldo property in Covelo.
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WHEN & WHERE:  
7/3 | 7 p.m. & 7/4 | 4 p.m.  

Jack Tharp Arena  
$20/Adults, $10/Kids (5-12)

The California Cowboys Pro Rodeo Association is a group of 
top-ranked cowgirls and cowboys who participate on a circuit of 
professional-grade rodeos throughout the state. 
The contestants participate in eight events – bareback, saddle 
bronc, team roping, calf roping, steer wrestling, breakaway rop-
ing, barrel racing and bull riding – hoping to win the coveted All-
Around title. After the points from all the events are tallied, the 
cowgirl and cowboy with the highest cumulative scores win the 
title, a coordinating engraved buckle created at Outlaw Saddlery, 
a wad of cold hard cash, and bragging rights for the duration of 
the year. 
The livestock for the events, the bulls, broncs and horned-alike – 
‘rodeo stock’ as they are referred to in the trade – are provided by 
Humboldt County’s Lou Bugenig of West Coast Rodeos. Known 
throughout the state as a premiere stock contractor, West Coast 
bulls and broncs give the boys a challenge to hang on to, and 
the steer and calves try to give the ladies a run for their money. 
In addition to the eight CCPRA Rodeo events, cowboys and 
cowgirls from Lake, Mendocino and Humboldt counties can com-
pete in local team roping events as well. Trophy buckles, also 
engraved by Outlaw Saddlery, are awarded to the top-scoring 
Header and Heeler.

All-Around CCPRA: 
Savings Bank of Mendocino County

Steer Wrestling: 
Cooley’s Logging

Bull Riding: 
Bud Garman Construction

Tie-Down Roping: 
Willits Taco Bell
Bareback Riding: 
Willits Taco Bell

Saddle Bronc Riding: 
T&T Towing
Barrel Racing: 
Budweiser/ 

Eagle Distributing
Breakaway Roping: 

Selzer Realty & Associates 
 REMAX Gold

Team Roping Header: 
Nor-Cal Recycled Rock

Team Roping Heeler: 
Flying S Hay Sales

Local Team Roping Header: 
Hollifield Construction 

Local Team Roping Heeler: 
Adventist Health Howard Memorial

Local Barrel Racing: 
Willits Frontier Days Juniors 

Thank you to those who sponsored 
buckles for these CCPRA events!

Rodeo
California Cowboys 

Profressional 
Rodeo Association

Buckle Sponsors:

Photos by Maureen Jennison
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WHEN & WHERE: 
6/25 | 6 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena | 

$20/Adults, $10/Kids (5-12)
The Jack Tharp Arena gets to serve a differ-
ent use on Friday night, when the Truck and 
Tractor Pulls replace the bulls and broncs 
that usually inhabit the space. 
Local boys and girls, and a roster of profes-
sional drivers who are a part of the MLM Mo-
torsports crew, try their trucks and tractors 
against The Terminator, a weighted sled that 
is hooked to competitors’ vehicles. 
The drivers must begin from a parked posi-
tion, be hooked to the sled, then methodi-
cally, or with much gusto, drag the sled down 

the arena and hope to make it across the 
300-foot-mark finish line. 
The sled has an increasable weight that can 
be altered to allow different levels of resis-
tance for each class of drivers. 
Classes include: Super Street, Street Die-
sel, OMG Class, Stock Diesel, 4,500-pound, 
5,500-pound, 7,200-pound, Pro Modified 
trucks, 5,800-pound tractors, Country Modi-
fied, 6,000-pound and 8,000-pound. 
Awards are given, as are bragging rights, to 
those who are able to dominate The Termina-
tor. Many drivers compete with MLM at their 
other events, and come back to Willits year 
after year for this fun event.

Truck Pulls
Locals and Professionals

Photos by Maureen Jennison

1-866-2-Thurston707-462-8817
2800 N. State Street

 Ukiah, CA

www.Thurstonautoplaza.com

Event Sponsors:
Brown’s Corner

Sparetime Supply

T&T Towing

Carstar/Yokum’s

Northern 
Aggregates 

Little Lake/Napa Auto 
Parts

101 Trailer & RV

Sherwood Valley Casino

Willits Dentistry

Adam’s Tire / Smith Towing
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Ron’s Muffler & Automotive

Specializing in Undercar Services

850 Blosser Lane in Willits    707-459-3549

Credit Cards Accepted

“Entertainer” isn’t a job title for Dalton Morris, it’s a way of life. Dalton 
is a third generation rodeo entertainer, at the age of three years old he 
realized being a funnyman was his place in not only rodeo, but life. He 
dressed up, put the makeup on, and walked into his first arena and has 
yet to look back. The dream he had at three years old is the same one, 
at the age of 26 he has made into a lifestyle. 
Since that time he has performed at several rodeo finals, and per-
formed in three different countries including Saudi Arabia. In 2018 he 
was awarded champion Barrelman as well as champion Specialty Act 
with his trick roping act. Dalton’s entertainment doesn’t stop in the ro-
deo world. Not only is he a PRCA and PBR Entertainer, he is also a 
professional Trick Roper as well as a Hype man. Dalton has traveled 
the country for several years entertaining Pro Rodeo, Pro Bullriding and 
Horse Fair fans.
You can find Professional Rodeo Entertainer Dalton Morris making 
crowds of all ages laugh with his humorous antics, trick roping and T-
Shirt launching skills. You just never know what Dalton may have up his 
sleeve to keep you entertained.

Center Act
Dalton Mprris

300 N. Main St.
Fort Bragg, CA
707-964-2318

101 E. Barbara Ln.
Willits, CA

707-459-2201

750-A Central Street
Willits, California 95490 

Telephone: 707-456-1030 

“The power that made the body heals the body”

Submitted 
photo
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WHEN & WHERE:  7/4 | 11 a.m. | Main Street | Free to Attend
The strip of Main Street between Commercial 
Street and East Valley Street gets a holiday-
themed makeover on the morning of July 4, 
as the annual parade kicks off and turns Main 
Street into a red, white and blue extravaganza.
Community members and visitors from all 
over the county and beyond line the sidewalks 
of historic downtown Willits to watch the glitter, 
horses, dancers, floats, balloons, gunfighters, 
bands, flags, tractors – and usually a surprise 
or two – march down Main Street.
Several entrants have made the parade 
an annual or generational tradition for their 
families – some riding since they were just 
little buckaroos, including members of the 
Persico families and many others.
Annual favorites include the Willits Frontier 

Days Sweetheart contestants, the current 
Grand Marshal and Heritage Award winners, 
Roots of Motive Power antique logging 
equipment, Willits Horsemen’s Association, 
Willits Police Department, Little Lake and 
Brooktrails Fire Departments, CalFire, as well 
as many other emergency personnel – with 
sirens and lights blazing, of course.
The announcer’s stand, located at the 
corner of East Mendocino Avenue and Main 
Street, introduces each entry and provides 
information on each group or individual 
participant. It also serves as the stage for the 
winner of the National Anthem contest to sing 
at the opening of the parade. Though many 
viewers stake out seats in the coveted shady 
locations in the early hours of the morning, the 
parade starts at 11 a.m. and is free to attend.

Parade
Commercial Ave to East Valley St.

Photos by Maureen Jennison
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WHEN & WHERE: 
7/2 | 3 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena 

$15/Adults, Kids free
CCPRAers have to start somewhere, and the Junior 
Rodeo event is the place for the little buckaroos to 
hone their arena skills before competing with the big 
guys and gals. Many of the junior contestants also 
have been in the saddle since they were very little, 
many with practical ranch experience already under 
their belts. 
Events at the Junior Rodeo include many of the 
CCPRA events, just on a smaller scale. Calf and steer 
riding offer the little ones a chance to get ready for 
the bulls, and the Mystery Scramble gives everyone – 
contestants AND spectators – a great giggle. Though 
competition can be fierce even on the smaller scale, 
the parents of these little ones are always cheering 
them on and supporting them in every event.
Like the CCPRA Rodeos, the stock is provided by 
Humboldt County’s Lou Bugenig and Mike Mora of 
West Coast Rodeos, and the winner of the event also 
receives the All-Around title and an engraved buckle. 
The overall high-point winner for the day will have the 
honor of receiving the Bud Suttles Memorial Trophy.

Saddle sponsor:  
Cooley Logging 

Saddle sponsor:  
Satterfield White Excavating 

Buckle sponsor:  
Willits Wild Bunch

Buckle sponsor:  
Bud Garman Construction

Buckle sponsor:  
Hennessy Funds 

Buckle sponsor:  
Willits Wild Bunch 

Rodeo
Junior

Buckle Sponsors:

Photos by Maureen Jennison



24 25Willits Frontier Days’ 2021 Event ProgramVisit us online: www.willitsfrontierdays.com

WHEN & WHERE: 
7/3 | 7 to 11 a.m. | Rec Grove Park |  

$15/Adults, $10/Kids (5-12)
One great tradition of Willits Frontier Days is the Willits Lions 
Club Cowboy Breakfast held at the Rec Grove Park in the 
morning. The Lions Club gets busy early to make sure the 
crowd can grab a hot plate of pancakes, ham, eggs and hot 
coffee. Tables are available at the park to sit and eat, and 
tickets are available from the Sweetheart contestants and at 
the event, which runs from 7 to 11 am.

Sales  Rentals  Parts  ServiceSales  Rentals  Parts  Service

Mobile On-Site
Mechanics 
Available . . .

Garton Tractor
rrr Talmage Rd.
Ukiah, CA  r rr

(((()   r-rrr(

Cowboy 
Breakfast

By the     
      Willits Lions Club

1718 S. Main St. | Willits, CA 95490
(707) 456-0400 | 7am - 10pm Every Day!

Willits

40-70%* Savings
on groceries every day!

*Compared to traditional grocery stores.

Photos by Maureen Jennison
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145 South Main St. - Willits      (707) 459-5533      www.savingsbank.com

There’s No Place 

Like Home

& 
Being A Part 

Of A Great 

Community

NMLS #472412 

SAVE THE DATE:
October 2, 2021

After the official Willits Frontier Days and Fourth of July 
events are over, the Jack Tharp Arena quiets down for a 
few months, but when October rolls around, it livens up 
once again and plays host to the annual Ranch Rodeo 
event.
The Ranch Rodeo differs from the traditional rodeo events 
by offering teams of riders the chance to try their hands 
and hooves at more practical, working-ranch-lifestyle tasks 
like “ranch doctoring,” “trailer loading,” and “team sorting.” 
These events are more common for everyday life on a 
ranch and take a different skill set than, say, barrel racing. 
A barbecue, Calcutta auction and more are held during the 
rodeo. Check out “Year-Round Events” on www.WillitsFron-
tierDays.com for more information and entries when they 
become available. 

Ranch 
Rodeo

American 
Flag Ladies

Photos by  
Maureen Jennison

A note about 2020 ... 
A big concern for Willits Frontier Days last year was how to keep the title of “Longest Continuous Running Rodeo in the State of California” 
intact with having the cancellation of so many annual events. Thankfully, due to a hardworking few, Willits Frontier Dyas was able to at 
least hold their Ranch Rodeo in October of 2020, therefore still holding a rodeo event at the grounds last year and keeping the title accu-
rate. WFD would like to thank the folks that made it happen: Marta Bartow, Chris Bartow, Joe Dennis, Cheryl Dennis, Kat Willits, Raylene 
Sizemore, Doug King, Twila King, Nicole Kunka, Art Cooley, Stan Cooley, Dan Arkelian, Jerry Peterson, Lee Persico, Lou Bugenig, Fred 
Barry, Tracy Evans, Mattie Owen, and Drew McElfesh. Without all of you making this happen we would have lost our continuous status 
and we are so appreciative to you all for helping us keep up this important status.

During the 2020 mini event, these ladies of Willits were able 
to present the flags for our Grand Entry: Nicol Kunka, Ash-
ley Persico, Calayan Knight, Samantha Arms, Kiri Silva and 
Danielle Barry. A special thanks to Ted Dwyer for announcing 
and Michael Dwyer for sound.

Photo by Marcy Barry
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willitsacecopy@gmail.com

For the third year in a row, the Willits Frontier Days Juniors 
helped make the season bright for many children in Willits, 
preparing the stockings that get handed out alongside oth-
er free gifts and goodies provided by the Willits Children’s 
Christmas Program. 
While they normally are able to hold events to fundraise, 
last year, the group was only able to rely on donations from 
the community to be able to fill the stockings for those in 
need. The club was able to donate to 200 kids last year 
thanks to the community’s donations.

Willits 
Frontier 
Days

Juniors Club
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WHEN & WHERE: 
Appearance & Poise: 6/19 |  TBA

Horsemanship: 6/20 | Jack Tharp Arena 
 During Horse Show | Free to attend

Crowning Winner: 6/26
Selecting the next lady to represent the Willits Frontier Days celebration is decided on ticket sales, 
poise and personality, modeling, a speech, equestrian knowledge, and a horsemanship riding pattern. 
Candidates are responsible for helping create awareness of the WFD events by selling tickets in the 
community. Those crowned Frontier Days Sweetheart help out in the arena every year, handing out 
awards, chasing cattle, riding in the parade, and posing with winners for photos, as well as making ap-
pearances at other rodeos in the name of Willits Frontier Days.

Sweetheart Dinner   
Sponsor 

J.D. Redhouse

Sweetheart Spurs 
Sponsor 

Paul & Diana 
Hosford

Sweetheart Tiara 
Sponsor 

Willits Chamber 
of Commerce

Sweetheart Buckle 
Sponsor 

Outlaw Saddle

Sweetheart  
Flowers by 

Maureen Jennison

Sweetheart Dinner  
centerpieces by 
Danielle Barry

Crowning the 
Sweetheart

Judging, Tallying and Celebrating

Sponsors:

Photos of 2019/2020 
winner Jaden 
Doak during her 
horsemanship, poise 
and personality 
judging events and 
crowning dinner.

Photos by Maureen Jennison

Happy 
4th of July, 

y’all!

Photography by Maureen (Moore) Jennison

photographressMphotographress
maureengetsmail@gmail.com | www.mphotographress.com

707-972-7047
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With almost 40 years experience in the sport of rodeo, starting with riding rough 
stock including bareback, saddle bronc, and bull riding.
In 1974 Ted turned to the baggy pants and the football cleats of a rodeo clown and 
bullfighter, working about 35 shows per year for about 10 years. He was injured in a 
career-ending bull fight in 1984. After that injury Ted worked on a few movie series, 
but love for the sport kept him involved in rodeo.
In 1987, Ted got started announcing rodeos and now is announcing about 50 perfor-
mances per year. He also announces about 20 ice hockey games per year as well.
Ted has been voted the International Pro Rodeo Associations “Western Region An-
nouncer” of the year eight times, and has been selected to be the announcer for 
the California Cowboys Pro Rodeo Association five times, as well as for the Pacific 
Collegiate Hockey Association’s Adams Cup Playoffs & Finals.
Dwyer hopes his work as a rodeo announcer helps give rodeo-goers a feeling for the 
way the Wild West was, while also blending in an understanding of the difficulties of 
the modern-day cowboy. 

Have a Happy, 
Healthy Summer, 
Use sunblock, drink plenty of water, 
have fun and call us if you need us.

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER
(707) 456-9600 • 45 HAZEL ST., WILLITS
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Rodeo 
Announcer

Ted Dwyer

At right: Ted 
Dwyer, rodeo 
announcer.

Submitted 
photo
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HAPPY 
FRONTIER 

DAYS
to the entire

Willits Community
from life-long supporters

DANNY & LAURA

MCBRIDE

Willits Frontier Days was approached about being able to have and 
use one-third the boards and makings saved from the original Coleman 
Ranch barn that was located on East Valley Road.  
The barn was removed and replaced with new offices that were to be 
built on the same location. The wood sat in the back of the Mendocino 
County Museum for a few years until Willits Frontier Days was ap-
proached about using the material. 
Always happy to incorporate Willits’ history into new projects and keep 
the old spirit of the town alive, Willits Frontier Days gladly accepted the 
wood. They knew just the use for it: a new margarita booth.
Planning began to create the new margarita booth and stock room the 
grounds were so in need of – and needed quickly! Fred Barry and Bruce 
Cartwright began the project right away  NorCal Recycled Rock and 
Aggregates and a couple of their employees donated the flooring, and 
Bob Doty at Mendo Mill had the cedar laminate made for the center 
beam of the room. From there, the men started assembling the outside 
of the structure, all from Coleman Ranch wood. The inside features four 
original barn doors, too. Stop by and check it out this 4th of July!

Margarita
Booth Redo

Photos by Marcy Barry
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WILLITS RECYCLE &  
TRANSFER STATION

350 Franklin Ave, Willits (707) 459-4845
Tuesday - Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

COVELO TRANSFER STATION
90500 Refuse Rd, Covelo (707) 489-2062

Wednesday - Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

LAYTONVILLE TRANSFER STATION  
& RECYCLE CENTER

1825 Branscomb Rd, Laytonville
(707) 984-8303

Wednesday: Friday 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

CASPAR TRANSFER STATION
15000 Prairie Way, Casper  (707) 964-3781
Monday - Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

ALBION TRANSFER STATION
30180 Albion Ridge Rd, Albion 

(707) 937-3918  
Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SOUTH COAST TRANSFER STATION
40855 Fish Rock Rd, Gualala  

(707) 489-8018
Monday - Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

BOONVILLE TRANSFER STATION
18851 Mountain View Rd, Boonville 

(707) 895-3569
Tuesday & Wednesday

Saturday & Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

POTTER VALLEY TRANSFER STATION
8923 Main St., Potter Valley 

(707) 489-8012
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday:  9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

WESTPORT TRANSFER STATION
37551 N. Hwy 1 Westport

Phone 707-354-2441
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

GUALALA RECYCLE CENTER
40855 Fish Rock Rd, Gualala 

(707) 489-8018
 Saturday and Sunday: 
 9:00 a.m – 4:00 p.m.

WHEN & WHERE: 
Opens 6/25 | Old Ball Fields

The night sky overlooking the Jack Tharp Arena glows 
bright with the lights from the Johnston Amusements 
carnival every year. The carnival offers rides, food and 
fun for kids and adults. Classics like the Gravitron and 
the Zipper give those hoping for a thrill a run for their cot-
ton candy, and carnival games including darts, ping pong 
balls for goldfish, and more test the skills of all attendees. 
Everyone is welcome to enjoy tasty food including pop-
corn, candy apples, ice cream, and treats as they stroll 
through the clean and well-lit midway. Johnston Amuse-
ments has been bringing these quality family entertain-
ment options to Central and Northern California fairs and 
festivals for over 50 years, spanning three generations.

Carnival 
Fun

Food & Games

Photos by Maureen Jennison

Thomas L Gallups Jr.
Owner/ Master Barber

1468 South Main St.
Willits, CA 95490

Barber Shop
Hot Shaves

Carl’s Classics

707 354 4957

Serving our 
Willits Home 

since 1983 

335 S. MAIN ST. 
WILLITS, CA 95490 

CIVIL ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, 
GEOSCIENCES, PLANNING, AND SURVEYING 

(707) 459-4518 
SHN-ENGR.COM 
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WHEN & WHERE: 
6/18 | 5 to 9 p.m. | Downtown Willits 

Free to attend
The Hometown Celebration is held along the Main Street corridor 
in downtown Willits. 
Many brick-and-mortar vendors, restaurants, cafes and shops 
open their doors with specials and sales for those who come and 
celebrate for the evening. 
Pop-up booths are set up for many other businesses in several 
parking lot areas. South-of-town and other businesses, service 
groups, clubs and organizations offer goods to buy, raffles, and 
games and fun for the kids. 
Food, treats and tasties are available from local restaurants and 
vendors who serve many street-friendly eats for attendees as 
they stroll around downtown.

Hometown 
Celebration

on Main Street

Photos by Maureen Jennison

As Sparetime grows and expands out of California, we remain deeply rooted in 
the Willits community. Wherever we may go, there is no place like home

STOP BY SPARETIME GARDEN CENTER AND 
MENTION THIS AD FOR A 5% DISCOUNT!

We are hiring! Go to sparetimesupply.com/careers for more information

(707) 459-6791 • sparetimegardencenter.com

@sparetimegardencenter
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Sales  Rentals  Parts  ServiceSales  Rentals  Parts  Service

Mobile On-Site
Mechanics 
Available . . .

Garton Tractor
rrr Talmage Rd.
Ukiah, CA  r rr

(((()   r-rrr(

WHEN & WHERE: 
6/20 | Noon 

Rodeo Grounds | Free to attend
Being the one chosen to sing the iconic National Anthem at 
the Willits Frontier Days Parade, Junior Rodeo and CCPRA 
Rodeo is something the winner of the annual contest will be 
able to remember for years.
In years past, vocalists of all ages and singing styles have 
tried their hand at the patriotic stanzas of “The Star Span-
gled Banner,” including some very young kiddos, dads, 
moms, amateurs, semi-professionals and even a barber-
shop quartet. Everyone is invited to come and cheer on their 
favorite singer at the contest held at the Rodeo Grounds.

National 
Anthem

Singing the Stars & Stripes

Photos by Maureen Jennison

WILLITS FRONTIER DAYS GIVES A BIG 

THANK YOU
TO BOB DOTY, MANAGER OF MENDO MILL, WILLITS



42 43Willits Frontier Days’ 2021 Event ProgramVisit us online: www.willitsfrontierdays.com

Willits  
Rotary

The Willits Rotary Club helps with the 
annual Willits Frontier Days Barbecue, 
helping to coordinate and serve the 
delicious lunch to the hungry crowd. 
The Rotary International motto “Service 
Above Self” conveys the humanitarian 

spirit of the organization’s more than 1.2 million 
members. Strong fellowship among 

Rotarians and meaningful community 
and international service projects 

characterize Rotary worldwide. 
Willits Rotary offers programs 
for students and youth that 
can change the lives of those 
who participate. Through 
these programs, young 

people can earn scholarships, 
travel on cultural exchanges, 
or help a community through a 

service project. To become involved 
with Rotary, contact 707-391-0433.

American 
Legion

The American Legion Post 174 and 
the Ladies Auxiliary helped initiate 
the 4th of July Parade and Rodeo in 
1926 to raise funds toward building 
the hospital. In 1927 the event was 
made permanent, and has occurred 

ever since with no interruptions. This is a record that Willits and the 
Frontier Days Committee are justifiably proud of. 
The American Legion Color Guard has led 
the 4th of July Parade each year. The 
Guard also presents the colors at 
each Rodeo, and raises the huge 
garrison-sized flag while the 
National Anthem is sung. Post 
174 and its Ladies Auxiliary 
meet at 7 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of each month in the 
Veterans Memorial Building at 
the intersection of Sherwood 
Road and Main Street. If you 
would like to become involved with 
the Post, contact 707-272-1997.

Service 
Clubs Made for more exploration

Take an orthopedic health assessment today at 
www.MendocinoCountyOrtho.com

Ephraim Dickinson, MD
Orthopedics / 
Sports Medicine

Brian Gould, DO
Sports Medicine

Yoshihiro Katsuura, MD
Spine Specialist

Paul Charpentier, MD
Total Joint Specialist You were made for more. More experiences. More new 

sights. More discoveries. That’s why Adventist Health 
offers the deepest expertise in orthopedic treatment 
options. From hips to knees to spine, from pain management 
to minimally invasive procedures to joint-replacement 
options, our experts are ready to see you now. So you 
can quickly be pain-free and back to doing more.
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WWW.SVRCASINO.COM

EAT. SLEEP. 
CAMP. REPEAT.

BUSHWHACKER TRAILER GIVEAWAY  

June 1 – 27 
Earn Entries Daily 

200 points = 1 Entry 
May redeem points for extra entries 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 
JUNE 27 AFTER 6 PM

You could win the  
2021 Bushwhacker  

Travel Trailer!

Actual make, model & color may vary.  
Winner is responsible for any taxes, fees  
and licensing. Non-transferable. For complete  
rules and details please visit the Players Club.  
Gambling a problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.

WHEN & WHERE: 
6/20 | 8 a.m.  

 Jack Tharp Arena Free to Attend 
Equestrians have been showing their skills as accomplished 
riders at the Willits Frontier Days Horse Show since the begin-
ning of the event in the late 1920s. 
English and Western disciplines are both showcased, and a 
high point and reserve high point winner are selected from 
each group and are awarded prizes for their day’s efforts. 
Five local perpetual trophies are available: Barbara Hamilton, 
John Fish, Randy Clark and Don and Petie Coleman, the R 
Horse Ranch, and the Goss family. These trophies are for lo-
cal riders aged 17 and under who live in Mendocino County.

Horse 
Show
English & Western

 
707-459-6723 

Fred  S.  Jacobs  D.V.M. 

WWW.WILLITSANIMALHOSPITAL.COM 

Photos by Maureen Jennison
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Family Tree is proud to be a local employer of over 150 community 
members. As a your local primary contractor for PG&E since 2003, 
we put safety of our team and you, the property owner, above all 
other priorities.  Employees are skilled professionals who support 
and maintain clearances around power lines, 
manage special vegetation management 
projects for state and federal agencies through 
PG&E and are first responders to storm related 
outages 24/7. 

Safety is our first concern and an integral 
part of our daily work culture.  Crew members 
begin a structured training course for safety 
immediately upon hire.  Employees continue 
training as part of each individual’s career plan 
to enhance knowledge in the major aspects 
involved in tree care including, tree biology, 
cabling, planting, pruning and safety.  

All employees are trained in Minimum 
Approach Distances to energized lines and are 
encouraged to further their knowledge base 

by obtaining TCIA (Tree 
Care Industry Assoc.) and ISA (International 
Society of Arboriculture) certifications.  Family 
Tree is also dually accredited in Utility Line 

Clearance and Residential work practices by the Tree Care Industry 
Assoc. 

We strive to be YOUR premier tree service company by 
empowering our employees and embracing a professional, 

collaborative approach to business needs, 
changes and growth through planned 
implementation. 

Family Tree Service continues to support 
Utility Line Clearance for our community and 
Family Tree Resource supports tree services 
for residential, commercial, municipalities 
and state agencies to support Mendocino, 
Humboldt, Lake, Sonoma, Napa and Marin 
Counties.  Services include tree removal, 
trimming, hazard tree removal, storm 
damage cleanup, arborist evaluations, and 
insurance reports.  

Do you want a career with a company 
that strives to put employees first? We’re 
hiring! Visit: www.familytree-service.com 
to download an 

application today or stop by offices located 
in Laytonville and Willits to pick up an 
application in person.

Mission 
Statement

Family Tree strives to be a leader in 
the tree care industry by providing safe 
and professional tree pruning and tree 
removals while utilizing ANSI A300 
and Z133 tree care standards. Our 

company operates with integrity while 
respecting customers, protecting the 

environment and fostering working ex-
pectations that encourage leadership, 

accountability and ownership.

WHEN & WHERE: 
7/4 | Noon | Rec Grove Park  
$25/Adults, $15/Kids (5-12)

Even as the parade comes to an end, the sizzling aroma of barbequing 
beef can already be caught in the air, wafting out of the barbecue pit at the 
Rec Grove Park.The line can get long, but anyone who’s been through it 
before can testify that the Annual Beef Barbecue is worth the wait – even 
when the team serves some 4,000 people during the luncheon.
Putting this monumental meal together takes the combined efforts of 
many local individuals, service clubs and businesses. However, under 
the direction of  Josh Colvard and the help of many others, the event 
continues to be a success.
Anita Tharp and the barbecue fire crew light the coals around midnight 
to make sure they are just right by the time the cooks arrive around 6 
a.m. The Odd Fellows Lodge, Rotary Club and many dedicated volun-
teers work through the night and into the day preparing cowboy-style 
beans, salad, garlic-buttered French bread and corn on the cob.
Roasted over oak coals since the crack of dawn, the Black Angus tri-tip 
roast is absolutely delectable. Tickets are available from the Sweetheart 
contestants and at the event, which starts at noon.

Barbecue
Enjoy food in the Park

Horseshoe Tournament
WHEN & WHERE: 

7/4 | 10 a.m. | Rec Grove Park | Free to attend

Country Music Rodeola
 WHEN & WHERE: 

7/4 | Noon | Rec Grove Park | Free to attend

Photos by  
Maureen Jennison

707-485-6136   |   707-485-9436
51 E Hopkins St Ukiah CA 95482

www.mcfarlandtrucking.com

Since 1978 McFarland Trucking of Ukiah, CA 
has been serving Northern California's 

product transportation needs with the highest 
levels of safety, professionalism and reliability. 

With a diverse/modern fleet, experienced 
operators and an impeccable safety record, 

McFarland Trucking is your best choice
for moving your product.for moving your product.
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WHEN & WHERE: 
Events throughout the year

Info: www.rootsofmotivepower.com
Roots of Motive Power acquires, restores and pre-
serves steam logging and railroad artifacts of histori-
cal importance. 
The Roots collection of over 60 pieces of machinery 
ranges from small stationary engines to locomotives. 
Roots was first organized in 1982 and began with a 
single piece of equipment. 
The Roots building has two railroad tracks within the 
building and provides over 5,000 square feet of dis-
play space in the “Engine House” for heavy steam-
powered equipment. 

Roots 
of Motive Power

Photos by 
Maureen 
Jennison

Ukiah: 707.462.9605 Willits: 707.459.9636

DRIVEWAYS, SIDEWALKS, HIGHWAYS ... CALL US!!

Locally Owned and Operated

Concrete Sand

State Certified Plant

Light-Weight Concrete

Concrete Mix

3/4” & 1/2” AGG

Recycled Road Base

Pervious Concrete

Colored Concrete

Admixtures

Drain Rock

Fibermesh

Specialty Mixes

900 Talmage Road - Ukiah, CA
State-certified plant, State-certified scales, State spec. Aggregates
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 277 N. Lenore Ave.
WILLITS, CA

Happy 4th of July!!

707-459-9116

Video Endoscopy      Ultrasound      Digital X-Ray 
 Power Dentistry     Reproduction     Emergency

www.MobileEquineVeterinary.com

(707) 459-6781

310 Franklin Ave.
Willits, CA

WHEN & WHERE: 
Flat Busted | 6/25 | Following Truck Pulls 

Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend

Chad Bushnell | 7/3 | Following Rodeo 
Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend

The street dances and band performances give the over-21 crowd a 
chance to hang out with friends or make new ones while dancing the 
night away to DJ or band-made country tunes. 
This year Chad Bushnell  and Flat Busted will perform for the gathered 
crowds, Flat Busted on 6/25 and Chad Bushnell on 7/3. 
The Beer Garden offers cowboys and cowgirls a watering hole, and 
something for the youngsters to long for. 
Remember: no backpacks will be allowed. Please leave them at home. 
Dances are held at the Rodeo Grounds from 9 pm until midnight. Be 
safe, have fun, and make each dance a night to enjoy for all!

Live Music
Dance to the Bands
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Nashville recording artist Chad 
Bushnell is making his way in the 
Country Music scene. He was a Top 
3 American Country Star finalist and 
winner of the Horizon award for 2014. 
His latest single “What Would Jesus 
Do” recently hit #1 on the Christian 
Country Weekly charts right by 
George Strait and Lauren Alaina. He 
was the 1st place winner of the Inspi-
rational Country Showdown in Yuba 
City, CA. for 2018. 

He has opened for big names in 
the industry including Kris Kristof-
ferson, Scotty McCreery, Lee Brice, 
Dwight Yoakam, Neil McCoy, Billy 
Currington, Mark Wills, Collin Raye, 
Mark Chesnutt and many others. 
Chad and his band put on an ener-
getic country music show featuring 
songs off of his latest albums and 
some of your favorite country hits. 
This is a show you do not want to 
miss.

Flat Busted
6/25 | Following Truck Pulls | Rodeo 

Grounds | Free to Attend

Chad 
Bushnell

7/3 | Following Rodeo 
Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend

Flat Busted is all about entertaining! Brian McPherson, our 
lead vocalist is a true entertainer. Utilizing his wireless mic, 
you’ll find him in the middle of the party, gettin’ down with 
whoever is on the dance floor. Brian and the band have one 
goal... to give their fans/friends an evening they will remem-
ber (unless they have one too many “Holler & Swallers”!), 
and more fun than they expected! Whether it’s a local hot 
spot, a private event or a casino, Flat Busted will make it 
a party!

Submitted 
photosCeltic Heritage Destinations

Jenny Senter, Travel Consultant

As your professional travel consultant, I will take the time to get to know you and ask 
you questions so that I can focus on your travel wishes, the time you have available, 
and your budget. In other words, I focus on you! From the first meeting to your return 
home, I’m there to help you with your air, transfers, hotels, cars, trains, ferries, tour 
options, and dining recommendations! Consider me your personal shopper. 

Call now to book your trip: 
707-888-7834

Let’s connect and start planning your dream vacation!

The Chamber is committed 
to creating...

a strong local economy, 
a healthy business environment

and a livable community

707-459-7910 www.willits.org

Business, Visitor & 
Community

information & assistance



54 55Willits Frontier Days’ 2021 Event ProgramVisit us online: www.willitsfrontierdays.com

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds - Septic & Water Systems
Site Development - Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Summer Concert
Live music at the Rodeo Grounds

Save the Date for Tyler Rich and Moonshine Bandits: Saturday, August 14, 2021

Ned 
Ledoux 
performed 
at  the 
2019 
Summer 
Concert.

Photos by 
Maureen 
Jennison

NEARY and O’BRIEN
Attorneys at Law

110 S. Main Street, Suite C
Willits, CA 95490

www.nearyobrienlaw.com
(707) 459-5551

cjneary@nearyobrienlaw.com       jobrien@nearyobrienlaw.com

Sales/Parts:
707-459-6420

Service:
707-459-0596

1600 S. Main St., Willits, CA 95490
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Kerri Vau 
Agent 

489-3669 

Celeste  
Rodriguez 

Agent 
272-5549 

David  
Martinez 

Agent 
972-8367 

Whitney Vau 
Agent 

489-1559 

Sally Tollini 
Agent 

489-8844 

Mark Levy 
Agent 

621-1717 

John   Lazaro 
Agent 

972-5400 
 

Marcia Lazaro 
Agent 

972-4204 
 

mendocinocountypropert ies .com   DRE#02116789  
E ach Off ice i s  Ind ependently Owned and Operated  

Jerry McCarn 
Referral Agent 

462-5400 

Patsy Broeske 
Referral Agent 

841-8053 

Bill Barksdale 
Referral Agent 

489-2232 
 

Referral Agents 

Ukiah Office: 444 North State Street, Ukiah (707) 462-5400 

Lee F. Persico 
Agent 

459-5389 

Dara Collicott 
Agent 

513-7825 

Guiding You Home 

Tara Moratti 
Owner / Broker 

367-0389 

Audrey  Low 
Agent 

972-0524 
 

Willits Office: 1460 South Main Street, Willits (707) 459-5389 

Kim Golding 
Agent 

380-3311 

Roxanne  
Lemos-Neese 

Agent 
484-6489 

Kelsi Ryan 
Agent 

621-1818 
 

Karena Jolley 
Agent 

354-2999 
 

Randa 
Craighead 

Agent 
841-7778 

Nicole Flamer 
Agent 

354-2301 
 

1926 None
1927 Marie Scholegel Novaglie
1928  Martha Warner Kelton
1929  Lola Butts
1930  None 1931  None 1932  Enola McKenzie Reed
1933  Betty Akins
1934  Amy Gardner
1935  Jemma Pedroncelli Serventi
1936  Elizabeth Wendt Ferguson
1937  Alice Gibellini Wade
1938  Dorce Brown
1939  Ernistime Casteel DeBoer
1940  Evelyn Robley Bergson
1941  Pauline Standley Perez
1942  Melba Dempsey Lewis
1943  Ann Cox McGinnis
1944  Anna Ford Hardwick
1945  Lillian Kroh Nolan
1946  Georgia Stovall Welch
1947  Anne Crabtree Henderson
1948  Lillian Kroh Nolan 1949  Betty Mast Campbell
1950  Wanda Lane Johnston
1951  Gretchen Mullen Weber
1952  Yvonne Dusseau Leever 1953  Claire Shawnago Huffman 1954  Joan Neary Von Weien
1955  Shirley Merritt Nikolashin
1956  Betty Ann Stansberry Erbes  1957  Patricia Moreno Door

1958  Letha Schumaker Wiley
1959  Marian Whitely Ross
1960  Carol Collier McClendon
1961  Mardi Wilson Hinton
1962  Linda Allen Banks
1963  Susan Fonsen Neilson 1964  Sue Hardaway
1965  Sharon Baker Arno
1966  Leslie Cogburn Scaglione
1967  Joan Scholegel
1968  Clydeen Smith Dick
1969  Mousey Clatty
1970  Kam Maize LaLaguna
1971  Margaret Smith
1972  Paulette Wilcott Somdahl
1973  Jann Clatty Rickey
1974  Kathy Persico Graves
1975  Lorraine Soulliere Crabtree
1976  Tami Tharp Romberg Mayfield
1977  Kelly Bielenberg Eoff
1978  Julie Canepa Belvin
1979  Liz Persico Day
1980  Cindy Kostanecki Kelly
1981  Stacey Blalack McKinley
1982  Caroline Kostanecki Durupt
1983  Saundra DuCross Norman
1984  Chrissy Kostanecki
1985  Tracey Ford Moody
1986  Kristine McBride Tyrrell
1987  Kim Colwell Lebo
1988  Nicol Persico Kunka

1989  Dina Pinon Parker
1990  Melanie Ulvila
1991  Lanae Shuster Lamkin
1992  Amanda Hiatt Hower
1993  Amy Ford
1994 Marta Trevey
1995  Tori Nunnemaker Minton
1996  Georgeanne Dawson Crosky
1997  Patricia Garrity Murray
1998 Ileah Leone
1999  Mary Garrity Fonsen
2000  Olivia Grupp
2001  Katherine Whitby
2002  Sandi Short Sandroni
2003  Mattie Pinon Owen
2004  Tina Holguin Shull
2005  Ashtan Bloomquist
2006  Darcy Ford
2007  Courtney Figg-Hoblyn
2008  Kinzie Barlow
2009  Lindsey Bowlds
2010  Stephanie Standley Hightower
2011  Riata King
2012  Rachel Belvin Ramirez
2013  Lilja Lamkin
2014  Haley Schuck
2015  Caitlyn Forrester
2016  Halee Reed
2017  Hailey Riley
2018  Lilah Garman
2019  Jaden Doak
2020  Jaden Doak - No contest held

Below, left: 2019 & 2020 Sweetheart Jaden Doak wears both years’ sashes. Below, right: 
Willits Frontier Days past Sweethearts pose together, including from back row, left: Lindsey 
Bowlds, Nicol Persico, Kenzie Barlow, Lilah Garman, Ashtan Bloomquist, and Rachel Belvin. 
Front row: Hailey Riley, Carol Collier McClendon, Kathy Graves, Liz Day, and Olivia Grupp.Our Past 

Sweethearts Photos by Maureen Jennison



58 59Willits Frontier Days’ 2021 Event ProgramVisit us online: www.willitsfrontierdays.com

The Executive Board, the Board of Direc-
tors and Staff Committee Chairpersons 
wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to 

the folks who show up “just because” and lend a helping hand with the many tasks that 
need doing before, during and after our annual 4th of July celebration.
All BBQ Crew helpers; Bobbie and John Tilley; Bouthillier’s Construction;  Parlin Fork fire 
crews; the Cavanaugh family; Cloyd Taylor; the Cooley Family; the Dalton family; Deanna 
Rutledge; Twila, Rita and Doug King; Doug and Kathy Goss; Danielle Barry; the Garman 
family; Candi Tharp; Laura and Danny McBride; Willits Lions Club; Little Lake Fire De-
partment volunteers; Mary Burgess; Maureen Jennison; Mendo Mill of Willits; Mike and 
Michael Frahm; Nita Tharp; Nor-Cal Recycled Rock; Northern Aggregates; the parade 
crew; the Persico family; the Pinon family; Amerigas Propane; the Riley family; Todd Hol-
lifield; Rotary Club of Willits; Shuster’s Trucking Co.; T&T Salvage and Storage; Tammy 
Cartwright; the City of Willits employees; Ukiah Ambulance; Willits Boy Scouts; Willits 
Chamber of Commerce; Willits High School baseball team; Willits Police Department; 
and Willits Weekly.
We sincerely apologize if we have missed listing any of our other “caretakers” and hope you will  
understand and forgive us. Please know this is far from being a complete list of those we want to  
publicly acknowledge, but our gratitude is heartfelt just the same.

Rodeo: Lee Persico
Junior Rodeo: Riata King
Horse Show:  
Mattie Owen and family
BBQ: Mike Frahm 
Parade: Mattie Owen
Gates: Riley Family
Breakfast: Willtis Lions Club
Advertising: Karen Cavanaugh, 
Marcy Barry and Maureen 
Jennison
Sweetheart Contest: 
Persico family, Tina Shull, Kiri 
Silva, and Bear Kamoroff
Sweetheart Dinner:  
June Sizemore
Entertainment: Marcy Barry 
and Jeff Cook
Truck Pulls: Marcy and Fred 
Barry
Security: Rick Crowder and 
Bruce Cartwright
Behind Chutes: Deanna 
Rutledge

Carnival: Marcy Barry, Tracy 
Evans and June Sizemore
Grounds: The WFD Crew
Arena: Fred Barry, Bruce 
Cartwright
Gardening: WFD crew and 
Willits Frontier Days Juniors
Sweetheart Raffle:  
Kelley Brackett
Margarita Booth:  
Tammy Cartwright
Beer Booth: 
Fred Barry, Willie England, 
Bruce Cartwright and Rod 
Cavanaugh
Vendors: Alexis England
Hometown Celebration: 
Ashtan Bloomquist
Scholorship: Jeff Cook, Mattie 
Owen, and Bobbie Tilley
Local Barrels: Riata King
Local Team Roping: 
Bobbie Tilley
Rodeo Stock: West Coast 
Rodeo Lou Bugenig

2021 Committee Chairs

Thank You!

Major sponsors of 2021:
Budweiser-Eagle Distributing s Adventist Health Howard Memorial

J.D. Redhouse & Co. s Sherwood Valley Casino
Nor-Cal Recycled Rock & Aggregates s Geiger’s Long Valley Market

Family Tree s Sparetime Supply s Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty

Above: Willits Frontier Days volunteers are ready to roll for this year’s celebration including, from back row, left: Sweetheart candidate Claire Case Brackett, Rod 
Cavanaugh, Earl Rambauth, Matt Harbour, Deanna Rutledge, Tylor Yadon, Tracy Evans, June Sizemore, Jeff Cook and 2019/2020 Sweetheart Jaden Doak. Front row, 
from left: Karen Cavanaugh, Lee Persico, Alexis England, Willie England, Bruce Cartwright, Marcy Barry, Fred Barry and Danielle Barry.

Thank Yous

Photos by Maureen Jennison

Full Service
Meat Department

(Custom cut and wrap of game animals)

Farm Fresh Produce

Deli Items fresh daily

Natural & Organic section

Large Beer & Wine section

Fresh brewed Coffee & Tea

Health & Beauty Aids

Housewares & Toys & GiftsHousewares & Toys & Gifts

Household Products

Lawn & Garden Supplies



2021


